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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Ideela without action exist only as mentel images, that ls they exist
in fancy or in the imegination, They are unreal and vislonary standards of
perfection, Hun’ # ideal of justice, honesty, beauty, and demperstioc living
mean very 11%19 when thay are isolated, These ldeals ars subjesctive, and
have little value as instruments of soeial §mgrusg The ideals of man be-
some inwluabla only when conneeted with some aativity; !:.hm, and only hhm,
do thay beosons tnnglblo evidence of his thinking.

From the beginningg man has held saered the memories of the past, and
he will continue to preserve the stories of the aetivities of past agee., It
has been his oustom mnd plmsm to make these stories live fo#owr in poems
and legends, which are the stories of those great msn and women who, by their
struggles, have opened the way inm the future for the gamfahians' whieh will
follow them, The staries of the hardships, the difficulties, and the high
courage in whish they met and overcsme all sbstacles, make up @& very rich
her_itaga for the individuals that are %o follow. As great uutstmding euxblenms
of thls ooussorestion, men have erseted memorials to the pasbt, Men have
built parks, stately cathedrals and temples, that their sons and their son's
sons might hold in veneration the etermal landsespe of the past, The fams of
such landmarks should not be lost as they have influenced and will continue
to influence man's action in the future, Man built these landmarks that
others might ocome to see, learn, and admire, end that they might enjoy a more
abundant and heppler life. |

One such famed landmark in Kensas is the old Shawnee Mission Sehool,

This was the first school in the territory now comprising Johnson County,



Kansas. It is lovated close beside the Santa Fe Trall, that old historical
highway, This old lendmark offers en apparwmﬁsy for us *haday, t0 go back
and aee in fanoy the Rev, Thomas Johnson, founder of the school, working
among the ohildren of ﬁh& Shawnee Indiens, and building solid Christian lives.
Another famed landmark in Johnson cémy 1s m State Sohool for the M,
l’@&&‘&&& at Olathe, %ﬁm Mhml with :Hna mdom bquipmm stands as & 1&;#1::5
mri&l to mmp Ay Emry, its ﬁamﬁam lﬁ‘. Emery, himsslf muma riﬁh
 deafness, set out with the vision of building and slding in the sduoation of
unforbunete individuals; to im@h them %o apﬁﬂhﬁiﬂxc nusic end the sounds of
the humen wiw, bath Gedwgiwm wmmm‘&a. |
To appreciate mxy the mrk of ﬂrhomn Johnmn and hia whonl, Mn
influence on the graw'eh and development &f the other schools in %ha sounty,
it will be nawuary to review the historioal events which led %o the esteb-
lishment of izlw first mission in 1829, the founding of the Wmld&‘bar
School and its decline with the Treaty of 185&; It will be maaaury to have
an understanding of the early school laws, their nature nnd influence, because
in them the sducational system of the eounty had 1ts beginuing. |

Esrle E. HoKown
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CEAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
THE NATURE OF THE STUDY

The writer's main objective in this sbudy is to trace the growth amd
development of educatlon in Johnson Counby, Kamsas. According to ﬁl’w 'ﬁ:‘res-
ent county superintendent of schools, the records are m::mpleth ami in-'
scourats . Tﬁwﬁ»f@w » the writer feels there is & need for a study of this
nature. This study will atbempt to show what was done, and whaet has hap~
pened in sducational mﬁ:au beginning in early territorial dsys and ending
with Dessmber, 1934,

PREVIOUS STUDIES

Ed Blairl in his book, History of Johnson Counby, devotes e chapter

to the early organigation and supervision of sehools up to 1915, His study
degeribes the estublishment of the first Indian mission school, and the
first sohool established for the white ohildrem, Some of Bleir's dabe will
be referred to in this study. . o

Noble Prentis® made & study of the pioneers in Johnson cwnty, and
published & book, Bistory of Kensas, in 1908. In this work Prentis de-

soribes the sarly ploneers, and their work among the Shawnee Indisns. He
tells of the eptablisghment of the Shawnee Hlssion. Some of Prentis's con-
olueions will be used 4in this sbudy.

1 B4 Bleir, "Organisation and Growth of Schools" in History of
Johngon (lounty, Lewrence Prinbing Houss, 1915, ohapter l¢.,

2 Noble Premtis » "Miselons Among ﬁhu Indiens," in 4 Histo of
Kansas, published by Caroline Frentis, Topeka Printing House, Igg%
chapters 7, 8.

»
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D. W. Wilder® published the Aunals of Kenses 1541-1886. In his work

he offers a desoription of the territorial school system. The methed of
election of the territorial superintendents, and early school lews are die-
ousged fully., He worked out statistieal tables showing the muwber of ohile
dren of school mge, the emrollment, and the cost of educmtion in the Terriw
tory. His work is used in this study. |

John tathém‘* in his book, Dlathe, gives & wery good geagmymaal de~
seription of eastern Kansas, He daaérim the settlement of Olathe and its
inuqrébmtian.‘ Considerable space 1s glven %o the daserip%ian of th&ﬁmt
log school house in Johnsom County. The writer will refer from time to time
to this work. | |

Agcording o the present County Superintendent of sshools of Johnson
County, en educational hi@tcry of the sounty has not been published. Several
wvtheyr bocks and publications have been written on the history of the county,
which deal in part with the development, organizetion, end supervision of
the school. To these the writer will refer ss need arises. '

THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The study underbekes an analysis of the reports of school trustees,
and oounty superintendents en the conditions of the sehools. Tt also
atbempts to inberpret original maps, school census, etetlstics and other

documents vreteining to school matters.

f D. W. Wilder, "A Historicsl Bketeh of the Territorial School
System,” in Annels of Kensas 1641~1886, Dwight Thacher, Kensas Printing
House, Topoks, Kansas, pPe LOZ-100.

4 John Lethem, "0lathe™ in Hiskorieal Desoription of Bastern Kensas,
vol. I1I, pp. 17-18. Printed at (lathe, Xeuses, in 1891.




The plan hag baun to study the nurly histories of Johmsen County,
xnnnas; and to record deta from the history of the asetblement of the Terri-
tamy amé other souraes. A careful study of eriginal maps of the tarrikarial
xurvuyava, of ﬁh& sahual ‘cenpus report of 1865 (the first officisl oensus)
and of yriwumu manuseripts were mede, Thess are in the Archives of the
Kansas State Historisl Soelety, Topeka, Kansas, Visits were made to the
old Shawnoe Mission Sah@ﬁl, and ﬁo the county suparintenﬁsmt's office ab
G&a%he o aa&iﬁnt data.

TYPES OF DATA COLLEGTED

The f@llnwimg‘séﬁraauyy@rw ubilized in developing this study:
1. Pamphlets of Iéeal hiu%ary of Johuson County.
2. ﬁewupupar aoabinn, alippingn;_
3. Original doguments, aﬁhsr than those 113%&6
14~ Gviginmi maps, school census rapnrﬁs, and officiel
sorrespondence .
B« Porsonal inberviews with early settlers.
6. Reports of sounty superintendents.

7. Bilemnial reports of the State Superiviendent of
Publis Instruction,

8. Remmins of the old Hisborisal Shawmee Nission Sehool.
9. Private manusaripts.
10+ Publicetions of the Hensus Historical Socisty.



PRESENTATION OF DATA

The plen of study has been to present s chronologlosl history of the
originel school data collested from the sources nsmed previcusly. Begine
ning with the formstion of the Shewnes Indien reservation in 1826, estab-
lishment of the fired mission schovl, and down %o the present time, the
shronologisal order has been ubilised, Statisticsl tubles offersd to show
growth by years from 1861 to 1954,



CHAPTER IT

-~

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SHAWNEE MISSION SCHOOL

The Bhamiéé Rmam was osteblished by the treaty of 1885.0 This
reservation embraced ‘a’ Wnﬁsk M‘land conteining some 1,800,000 ecres, and
the prm@ boundaries of mnm’ County, Kansss, lis wholly within this
reserve.” It ‘w#a in this vioinity that the Rev. Thomas Johmson and his
bride omme, built log cabins, snd began their 1ife's work as mizslonaries
among the Shewnee Indiens in 1820, The miselonsries were herois ploneers;
they invented the phonetis alphabet; orested the written

gutige; wrote
dictionaries and song booksy and pave to the Indlans the Bibls snd the
Christian religion. They wa« into the rude lodges snd wigwews amd cared
for the sicky suffered frm poverty and often from savage orusliy; ssori-
ficed home and friends, snd frequently many of them died alons on the
prairis thet the Indians might know the better and higher way of life.

i Ana Helolse Abel, "Indlan Reservations in Kanses and the Extine
guishment of Their Titles," in Xensas Historieal Collsetions, vol. 8,
p. 88. A RLE

* According o Johm B. Luce, in g%em of Indien Affairs, wel. 12,
~ p. 618, (1842) the bounderies of Johuson County were a8 follows: Begin-
ning at & point in the western boundary of the Btate of Misgouri, three
mlles south of where seid boundary crosses the mouth of the Kensas river;
‘thence continuing south snd woinolding with sald boundary for fwenty-five
milesy thence due west 120 miles; themce due norbh, until said line ghall
intersect the south boundary of the Kensss reservebtion; thence due emst,
soinsiding with the southern boundary of said reservation, to the termine
tion thereof; thense due north coinoiding with the eastern boundary of saild
reservation, to the southern shore of the Kansss river; thence along seld
southern shore of said river to where a line from the place of beginning
drawn due west shall inbersect the same.
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* Copy of the original Indian Reserve map which is in the
Archioves depsrtment of Kenses State Historieal Boolety
Topokan, Eonsan .




The following letter, addressed to the Rev. Jesse Green, Presiding
Elder of the Mebhodist Misamri distriet in 8t. louls, HNissouri, by Indian
hgent Vashon, bells of the inception of the first Indian mission m}rxml in
what is now Jaﬁnnan Sounty, Kamm;a

Indian Azeney Near Kansas s
July, 1880 ,

Rev. Jesse Green,
Presiding Blder of Methodist Distrio®,
8t. Louls, Missouri. .

Reverend 8ir:

1 hawe the pleasurs now o make communication which I
promised when I had the happiness of conversing with you st
my agency on the subjeet of esteblishing e mission school for
the instrustion of the childrem of the hapleas portion of the
tuman fanily entrusted to my care in this part of my agensy..
«s4ond 1 now have the plessure to inform you that I have this
day been reguested by Fish, a Shawnes ohisf, to meke applioca-
tion for the establlshment of a mission school empng them for
the sducation of their children, and I most earnestly solicit
your attention to the subject. » ;

- The vieinity of the mmithy chop, I think, would be the
most Jjudiclous losabion that conld be selected for the estabe
lighment of the missionaries,ss.. I Ffesl eonvinced that no

~ other situatlon in the eountry possesses as many sdventages.
I therefors recommend it, in the strongest possidle light, as
the most judioious looation that san be selected..s..

Signed,
fec. Vashon,
Indian Agent.

Two months later, September 18, 1830, the Missouri Conferense of the
Methodist Church met in 5b, Lowls. This session was imporbent due to the
action taken concerning the request to sstablish the Shawnee Mission Sohool
nmade by George Veshon. The emll for missionaries was snswersd by two

2 pev. J. J. Lubz » "The Nethodist Hiselons Among the Indiens in
Kensas," in Xensss Historigal Scciety, wol. 2, pp. 166~167. (19056~1906)




devoted wen, Thomas and Willismm Johnson. |
The records show very little oomverning the loomtion of the first mis-

sion school. All that ig kﬁmwh about its loocation, as steted in Vashon's
letter to Jesse Green, is that the sshool should be established neer the
amithy shop, somewhers on the benks of the Kansas river. The church build-
ing weg loomted in a beautiful wooded section about six miles southwest of
the present site of Kansas Gity, Missouri.

| Tha'yéar-mf 1838 dates s new era in the hisbory of the Methodist
Indian missions in Johnson Gounty®=~ the establishment of the Shawnee manuale
labor schools. This meant the dissontimance of the separate Methodist
schools mmong the tribes and the education of the §h&1ﬂrﬁn at a central
institution. At the gemeral conference of 1886 Rev. Thomas Johnson indused
that body to vobe $75,000 for the as%ﬁi-ahmmt of the Indfan memalelsbor
gohool , and‘ﬁha gévuramant nh thhiﬁgt0n granted 2400 asres of land for the
mission. The school was locabed four,milugluwuhﬁ af’tha'orﬁginul site of
Turner, Kansas, in 1838. The school was orgenized on the work snd study
plan. The shildren were employed six hours s day, and spent aixfheurn»a
day in sehool. The Indisn girls did the cooking for the emtire sehool under
the supervision of their teachers. For the rirn%‘ynarwvf,aahaoi four teach-
ers were employed, two bo temch the ohildrem in school #nd two to toaaﬁ them
at work. | |

 Acoording to Ross® the dsily routine of the pupils was es follows:

3 Loo sit, Luts, pp. 17O~171.

4 pasth Connelley Reoas, The Old Shawnee Mlssion, printed at Topeka,
1928, pp. 13«14, - '




ﬁéemm& bell.

8116 _ .

gsg0 Parm workwendlling oowse-gathering fuel.
" 7300 Breakfast. ,

8:00 Until Woom, studies.

1:00 Until wix, studies.

6400 Hour set amide for tes.

7300 ‘
8300 Freparing studles for next day.

8:30 Resreation. ‘

The enly religious services held during the week was on Sunday when a
or in the Bible was read. This wes followed by & prayer; just before
the morning and evening meals the teachers reburned thamks, Seturdsy morp-
ixs@ga were spent in working on the farms, end the afternocons were gpent in
the hatz; ‘room sleaning wp for Sunday.

A% the conferemse of 1841 Rev. J. O, Berrynan was appointed bo take
chergs of the mawel-labor sehool, to which positien he wes also appeinted
by the susceeding aﬂuf’ﬁm&m ‘His repert for 1842 is as follows:>

From experiments already made, we ere fully satisfied that
there is no essential difference between whibe and red childrenm;
the difference is all in eircumstences.

Thers are diffioulties, howsver, very great difficulties,
to be sarmounbed in the eduwoation of Indian youth. The ignorance
and prejudiee, inabebiliby and apathy, of the parents, snd all
the 1little whims that oan be imegined ms being indulged in by so
degraded a people, sombine to hinder us sud reterd their own ad~
vancement in eivilizetiony and one of the greabest hindrances %o
the suscess of our efforts o impart instruotion to the shildren
we eollest here is the diffisulty of keeping them a sufficient
length of time to meture snything we underteke to Leash them;
espasially 1f they are songiderably ndvanced in age when they

- commences We have found that the labors bestowed upon those chile
dren taken in afber they had resohed the age of ten or twelve
years have, in most onses, been lost; whereas, those shildren
takten in between the ages of six emd bem, have in a majority of
osses done well. This is ohlefly owing to the older ones having
formed habite of idleness, mo that they will not bear the confine~
nent and digeipline of sehool. Another thing in favor of receiv-
ing these ghildren at en early age ie thet they aequire our lan~




10
gusge more resdily and speek 1% more correctly. They also
more readily edopbt eur mennsrs end habits of thinking .
J+ Ca Borryman,
Supt., Mamuel-Labor School,
‘The Memislelabor sehos] opaned September 15, 1845, with 110 sholers.
The «iwmh statistics :éw this year report ten solored children ss members
of the mission. The conference mizvbes would indleate that they 1ived at
the mm-mw sohool. Thewe colored ohildren belonged to the slaves
whioh Rev. Thomes Johnson had brought inte the bersitory, and who worked on
the m&mﬁn premtaes .t During the year 1851 the Shawnee mamual-lsbor sshool
§t11l combinued o prosper. It suffered mome 1&%10‘ embarrassment from 1849
te 1851 by resson of the prevalence of eholers in the sommunity., The sube
Jedned statemant is inberesbing in giving the names, age, the tribse to which
eash pupil belonged, the date of entrance, and the sbudies pursued. The
roll contains many very pioturesque names .’

Shewnee Indien Mamual-labor Bshool

Stetemsnt No. 1, showing the conditiong of the Yarmual-
Labor for the eurrent year, ending September 80, 1851.

Mele Deonsbmasd
Teachergs«A. Coneatzer, T. Huffeker, W. Luke, 5. Huffaker.
Vame Age  Trive Brtered Studies

Levi Flint 17 Shewmee Nov. 1842 letin, inglish

Robert Armetrong 14  Wyendotbe  BSepk. 1850 grawmar, geographby,
Henry Garrett 18  Wysndotte  Sept. 1850 declamation

6 mm, Tubg, p. 177,
7 Loo oit, lute, pp. 187-189.



lagerus Plint -
Yebsy Dougheyty
Jokn Pasohal

Thaxtey Rewd
Alpheus Herr
Willdam Pish
J@m Wﬁﬂm

| xzabm;m

Jaoeh Pling

Steve Bluejacket
Hoses Pooler
Franeis Pooler
o Bolomon Feok
Robert Merrill
Willdmn Bayned
‘Jaoeh Whiteorow

Robert Bluejacket
Thomas Blue jasket
Cagsius Barnet
Semual Plint
Lewis Hays

George Bip River
Henry lagetrie
John folomon Bnd
Francis Whitedeer
Jameg Baltwivce
Willlen Deskin
Robert Serghet
Wathay Sesprithe
Ldward Soarritt

Joln Goon
Issae Prost

16
18

Entersd

Aug. 1m

Hovy. 1848
Jan. 1841
Jan, 1841
Yer. 1849
Sept. 1849
Bept. 1848

¥ov. 1849
auly 148

Juse 1847
1 1&8&9

Mar. mw
Yoy .
- hpril 1&&1 ‘

Beyr, 1851

Buph. 1849

June 1847
Mar. 1849

l861
© . July 1850

April 1851
April 1861

out. 1850
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Btudies

Qrommer, arith-
matic, reading,
writing snd

-apelling.

Arithmetie, resding.

#pelling snd

declamation .

From the slphabet

0 reading, spelling
and weiting.

From the alphabet
to reading, wpelling
and writing.



Fomalw Dmrbmanﬁ

Tmaham«ﬁrm M. Jo Perry and Mrs. A. He thk (the wife af’
Ml W He. C}hﬁ-ﬂk*) ‘

Newme ~  Age Pribe Entered Studies

Stella A, MW 12 Omaha © Bepb. 1846 Needlewwork,
Bally Binejacket 15 Shewowe = Feb, 1849 grawmar, arith-
Eligebeth Johnson 15 Shewmee May 1847 metic, geography.
Baily Bluejeuket 12  Shewnee June 1844  reading snd

© Busan Blusjusket 10 Shawnee Mer. 1849 writing.

Serah Driver 15 Wyendotbe Feb. 1651

© Eilen Miller 7  Obbawe  July 1350
Burah Armstrong 10 Wyendotle  July 1880 ;
- Mary Bolomon 8 Wyandotte Seph. 1880 From the alphabeb
Serah Sharlow 6 Wysndobtte Mer. 1851 Ho reading,

Philomens lagottrie 8  Mohswk Mer. 1881 epelling wnd

_Rosalie Lagottrie 6 Mohewk fimy, 18561  meedle~work.

Mary Hill 9 Wyandotbe Mar. 1RGO R

Bome HALL 11  TWyandothe mr. 1HED

m‘my Williems 16 Wyandob%e Har. 1350

According to Luos® the report @t‘ 1884 W that 105 Shawnse pupiis
mmmw the school, In 1854 the :m‘iimw made & tremby taking part of
their land in severaliy and selling the balsnce to the gevernment. Esech
Indian mwmd twe hundred mores avd $110 in casgh, per year, f’nr ton years.
The treaty mkad the gloge of the mmal«vlahw ﬁmming part of the mehool.
The shcps were Mapwsa& with end diaapp@arod. In the full of 1858, a
surveyor, Lot cofﬁm, wee sent by ¥he Federel Govermment bo tu.}:é the
census of the Shawnee Indians and te distribute the land assordingly. He
found thet the Lengbail i’mw, sonsisbing of btwelve mewbers, mwre favopw
able. He also found thabt the Bleck Bobs wr# unfavorable 4o the terms asg
sbated in the treaty. To setble the difficulties, the surveyor set smide
for them some 33,392 soresm in what is now Aubry end Oxford townshipe of

® John B. Luve, Beport of Indlan Affairs, 1856, p. 413,
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Johnson County. This tract of land lying southeast of Olathe, has, to the

present time heen kvown as the Blaok Bob land, With the land diffioulties
kmxm, the m&w gave up their tﬂ.ﬁlw to the reservetion in gemeral, and
the main TI— of the Memual-Lubor Sohool olosed. Thus, osme to & remark.
eble end the most preminent Indlan school esbablished in the county.

ﬁ‘hﬂmm Johmson's last repert as superinstendent of the Mission is heads
"Shewnse mmmmmr Sehool, ’K:m-s, ﬁowmbw 6, 1868," and sombains
following informabiom?® | S

: Durisg the past year, slosing the present month, fifty.-
five Shavmes ohildren were in atbendsnae--bwanty-six meles and

- twenby«nine femalesw-ages from peven to sixbteen baught ordinary
English branchesy; health ueususlly good. The parents and
guardiang wanifest sn interest in the ohildren, The average
attendence has been thirty. Ammg the sames are those of
Wm. W. Whiteday, John Bigbone, Hiram Blaockfish, Martha Prophet,
Um. Prophet {grandohildren of the Shewsse Prophet) and Fume

Major Jazies B, Abbobt, the Indisn sgent st that time, gave the following
statement for that year:10

~ I found the children tidy, well ¢lothed, and apparen 1y
well fed. Their head tescher, Mr. Meek, appeared to possess
thelr confidenss end affection. They appemred happy and oon-
bented, tuke n deep imtersst in their studies, and will compere
favorably with white shildren. This school ia susteined sntirely
_ out of the Shawnee School fund, ‘
Une yesr later, Major Abbott reported as follows
There are no regular missionaries in this sgency now, but there

is presching almost every Sabbath from the Mothodist deneminabion.
~Thers are also thres or four Shaynee who presch oveasionslly to
their brethren in their own language.

It was in the year of 1864 that the sohool was finally sbandened.

Most of the Shawnee had slready gone from their XKensas reservetion to live

® Loo sit, Ross, p. 20.
wmm, Rogs, p. 21.
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in whet i new Oklabowa. The ﬂw; Joub Spencer writes the f&llw&um“

' mwmwxm;mmmamgmmw
tlon of thelr lend to Thomes Johnson, snd two sections end $10,000
in ton sooonl paywents bo the shureh, for the edusution, beerd,
vlothing of a sertain swmber of children for the berm of ben yoars .
For pradential reascons, the Uresby shows thet sil
Churoh desd one section to Mr. Johnsen, Afber the treaty,
Mre Jolinmon proposed to the Hission board to do ¥he work meued in

the treaty for ono sestion of the shureh's land, and §1,000 & year,
thus leaving one seotion to the (hureh slear of il trovble sod
oxpense. e carried oub the contraet with the Churoh and govers.
went for five or six years, end then the wer olosed the schools,
though 4. 8. Johnson conbinued to 1ive $here..ees Them the war |
cume and the govermwent desided to sonfiscete the whols traste-nll
three sections. The Johnsons were et u heavy sapense defending.
Thay weve loysl, and on entabl ighing veluable snd sequired interests,
the influencs of Semabor James 1. Lane, they suscesiod in

B ; A1l three mechions patented to them, To ewve the Church's
interest, M¥. Johnson seoured pabents to mll and sobbled with the
Uhureh for its imberest, paying, I think, §7,800.

In the semstery of the Nisslon, ome mile seubhwest of the 014 Mission
building, rests the bedy of Rev. Thowas Johnson, He wes assasgisated by
mm:a:m in 1868. The writer resemtly visited the little eemetory, and
read the follewing insoription on the marble sheft which stands st the heed
of the grave

~ Bev. Themss Johnson
The Devebed Imdisn Missionary
| Bors July 11, 1802
‘Died Jane B, 1865 |

Boveral years ago, & group of Johmeon Oounby oitisens ovganized for
the purpose of sesuring the property of the 01d Shawnee Mission and its sem-
ebery for the State.] That 1t might be properly presorved and cared for uo
that posterity might know more oomoerning the gmﬁ'mmiw work of Thome

" 1oe g18. Ross, pp. 20-33
3% Loo oit, Rows, p. 18



iB

Jotmgon. The property owners refused o sell, but the sentiment for preserv-

ing the Mdh:hv&armm grounds grew, and on the last night of the 19&”27 seasion
| of the Kansae leglslature, $40,230 was appropristed for the purchesiog of
the propexty and o wy‘dmgw #nd court coste :%n mwhﬁag izha game s« The
Stete of Kanses will consizuct & memorial park om the sibve. |

‘The plotures on the following pages show the two original Shewee

¥ission school buildings as ﬁiﬁyﬁw&r' today. The Uld Shewnee Mission was -
the largest and most mportsnt western mission. ‘fhe Santa ¥e and Oregon
trails went through its grounds; it was the mpmﬁ; of Eansas ?ﬁm%wy for
parts of 1664, 1665 and 1666, The Pivst territorial legislature met here
in 1855 snd pssed the slave w&a of Kensass Waion troops wire mzxa‘rimma
there during the Civil war) snd it wes part of the Price Raid bestlefield,
Ovtober, 1864. The Missien is looated & guarter of a mile north of Highwey
50 about & mils wost of Kansas City, Missouri, sclwe sores of ground and
the {wo large w&&k m.’tﬂ:bam were taken over by the State of Kengas., In
- one building there ig & museum; other rooms which will mﬁﬁam wmatiana*

of hisgtorical ﬂwm*ew bave been assigned w state patbiotie m&wﬁam A
carotaker lives on the grounde. ﬁ‘kam i# no admission qmmaa.
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The famous Wornall Home. It wes used as a hospital
for the soldiers wounded in the Battle of Westport.
To this cld building, then new, came Andrew H.
Reeder, the first Territorisl Governor of Kansas,
and set up the first session of the Territorial leg-
islature. This old bullding is e historiec reliec,
not only because it was the first mission school in
Johnson County, but becasuse in this building the
first school lews were enacted for the entire Terri-
tory. Here the educational system of the State of
Kansas had its beginning.

17
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CHAPTER I1%
ESTABLISHMENT OF JOHNSON OUNTY

%&n the people of the Territory of Kma hvm their convenbion at
Topeks on the 28rd day of Ovtober, A.D. 1856 to formulate the Topeka Con-
stitution,! thoy mede the Firet laws governing the ewbeblishmenk of the
counties. They designated Johnson County, Xensas in the following manner:

‘ In order that no insonvenience may arise from the organ-
leation and establishment of the State government, mnd that the
wishes of the people may be fully acpomplished, it is declared--
Sixth: Untll otherwise provided by law, the State shall be
divided inbo eleobion districts. First District--Uommencing in
the Kensas river, at the mouth of Ceder oreek; bthenee up seid
river to the first tributary above the town of Lawrenss, themoe
up sald bributary to its sourcey themee by a direct line to the
west of Thiomas Johnsen's house; thenee & due south line to the
Santa Fe road and mlong the middle of sald road to a point due
south of the source of Cedar aresk; thense due north to the
sourcs of said Cedar oreek and down the same to the plece of
begimming.

This aot cutlined eighteen districte, but did not name the counties.
When Andrew H, Reeder, ¥he firet Territorial Governsr of Kensas set up the
first oapital in the Shawnse Wission sohool building® a few months later,
the legislature passed an uot relative w the esteblishment of the counties
in the !ﬁ’arriﬁafyﬁ By this sot thirty-four counties nf eagtern Kensas were
established. Johnson Counby wes one of them. | |

1 p. W, Wilder, “The Topeks Gomsbitution" in Annsls of Kanses,
1541-1885, Dwight Theoher, Printing House, Topeéka, Kansas, 18886, p. 102.

* See page 2, Chapter I of this sbudy.

% Relen G. 0111, "The Esteblishment of Countles of Kanses" in A
Thesis, partial fulfiliment of the requirement lfor the degres of Nester of
Bolense, Kansas University, 1908.
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LOCATION

Johnson County is in the extreme eastern part of the State. It ia
bounded on the north by Leavenworth and Wyandotbe, east by Jaockson and Casc
Counties, Misasouri, south by Miami, and on the west by Dougles County. Its
area is 480 mm niles, or 3’&? +800 sores, and it ranke thirty-eight in pop-
uia:ﬁtim‘ The 1&3‘& consus (1984) gave i‘tﬁ 18,297, 1% was nmned in honer of
ﬁw mma J@an miwi:swy to “bhé Shawsse Indiens, whe, in 1829 estab-
1iched the Shawnee Wission Sehool in what is now Shawnee in the morthesst
bowmnehip.

TOWHSHIPS

i’m" county is divided into ten towanshipa. The general surface of
land is aﬂ:&gm&y m&u&nﬁm prairie, more rolling im the north and sast.
The river and ereek valleys are sbout onefourth to seven-sights of a mile
wide, and makes up ten per sent of the total ares. Timber lands averaging
one~half to a mile in width, containing hickory, mmm. elm, Mxm%, b
berry, mw, and oherry are distributed quite uniformly over the eounty.

Thchnmrymﬁhﬁmrfthism&dnup for the mogt part by the Kansas
river. Smaller rivers sud cresks flowing to the north, east, and west.
There are many exvellent springs, and well-mater is plentiful over the
entire sounty. The best eprings are loosted in the southeastern part.

CROPH

Corn, winber whesus, blue grass seed, soy besns, hay, and slfalfa
renk among the best crops. There nre some 150,000 frult bearing trees.



RAILROADS

k A line of the Atehismon, Topeks and Sanbe Fe¢ railroad erosses the
extreme northern part, ruming east and west along the Kensas river, and a
;mm iine of the saws railroad russ from Holidey gouthwest through Olathe
into Franklin Counby. A liwe of the 8t. Louls and Son Franoises railroad

‘from Kensas Uity enbors the extrame mortheast end crosses southwest o
Olathe, and south iubo Wiani Gousty. The Nissouri-Eanses snd Texss railroad
operates its trains from Kansas Oiby over the tracks of the St. Louls and
Sen Franciseo through the »wm‘ﬁay to Faola inbo Miaml County. 4 line of the
" Missouri Paei.ri@ railrond orosses the uoutmkgm corner. There are some

93.6  miles of rallroads in the county.
COUNTY SEAT

mmﬁm,ﬁ the aﬁuwy seat was incorporated in 1867, bub we this was
by the "Begus Legism;uw" i% was laber re-inoorporated, and on the foure
keenth of September, 1859, its first bosrd of brustess wes elected. During
the war i% suffered the common cheos of &1l towns of easbtern Kenses. In
1870 Olathe wes orgenized iuto a second olass eity. "Olathe,"® the Shewes
for “beautiful" gave the vems to the towm. This ws the exclametion of the
Indians who ceme with Dr. Berton and his parby in 1857 to survey the town
site for the fubure county seat. Olsthe, a thriving town within twenty miles
of ﬁmaﬁ Bity, ¥issounri, stands near the geographionl center of the sounty.
In the dwm 1880 to 1880 it inereased its populmtion from 2200 to 5000.

3 John Lethem, "Dlathe" in Historical and Desoription of Basbern
Kmﬂm, vol. 2# Pe 17, 1001,

% Tbid, p. 18.




Olathe and 1ts surrounding terrifory is unusually sbtrective, and the
visitor cannot but be atdrected do it. g

SCHOOL 8YBTEM

The amznhy sduceational system sonsists of the fenwmsi
(1) cardner, sity mmw mudber 11, established Nov. 7, 1874.

(2) Olathe, sity h sﬁmcm of the sesond slass, established
) o, e atdiae

() ,g:iﬁgm mm High 'Snlmol, afmﬁwmar 1, established

- {4) 5tilwell Rural High Sohool, distrist musber 2, esteblished
‘ Fﬂb# M&- 191?(

(5) De Sobo Dural High Sohoel, distriet mmber 3, established
Feba. 20, 1918.

{8) Stanley Rursl High Sehool, disbrict number 4, established
June ’3& 1919;

{7) 59:7%13& Hill Rural High Sehool, disbriet mumber 8, established
Hareh 26, 1920.

{8) Shewnee Mission Rurel High School, distriet mumber §, estab-
COURTY SCHODL STATISTIO

The resords of the County Superimbtendent's office show the following
information for 1984.6 |

(1) *mm manher of school ALEbriotBr.scceriririanenns 95

(2) Totel mmber of sohools DPuildings.sccrevvarsrsrss 104

(8) Total mumbar of sehool ehildrem of sohool age..... 7504

(¢) Totel wmumbsr of pupils enrolled.......eececvssesss. 8612

5 porothy De Vault, Records of County Superintendent's Office,
Olathe, Kemusas, 1984.. ‘

6 1pid
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(8) Awmm mﬁhly salaries 0f temoherS.sscvonsamnee 3?5
(6) Total expenditures for all school purposesi.s.««:-$337, 654
{7) Total valuation of all 50HoDL properby. e« sx+<xs $897,668

BIATE SOHOOL FOR YHE DRAF

The Stave Sehool for the Deaf is losstod at Olathe. This is ome of
the nine sohools or institutions under the Stete Bosrd of Comtrol. It was
sstablished in 1861 by Phillips 4. Bmery, who was himself & desf men.
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CHAPIER IV
EARLY SCHOOL T.awe

The first school laws wore ensated by the Tersitorial Leglelature,l
- whivh meb in July 1885 in the Shawnes Mission Sehool bhuildimg. This build-
fng now within the present boundaries of Johnson Counky gives the sounty the
distinotion of having the first sehool laws for the Territory of Kensas
passed withisn its praﬁaaﬁ boundaries.® The first school law reads as
followsy |
; - It provided that schools, to be épm and free for svery

olass of whive eltisens between the ages of 5-21 years, should

be ssteblished in every sounty. Three years later the word

“white" was stricken from the school law. At the seme time it

was provided congerning the fres school that “no seotarlan

instruction" ahall be ellewad.
The first school laws further provided thek psrsons over the sge of 21 mey
be admitted inte the school on sush tam as the sochool trustees may direct.
Owing to the polivical situsbion very little was done in the administration

‘sohool laws wotil the first free stabte legislature which convensd in

1868 had passed edditionsl sehool laws for the organizetion, supervision,
and mainbensuce of common sschools. It provided that all sehool districts
established under this eot shall be free and without charge for tuition to
all childrem bebwsen bthe sges of 5-21 yeosrs, and thed wno sectarien teacher
shall be allowed %o teach in the schools.

The gehool laws of 1857 oreated the ¢ffice of the Tervitorial Supere:
intendent, The first Territorisl Superintendent of common sohools wee the

1 Mllen B. Lemmen, "Historical Sketoh of the Territorial Sehool
System, Pirgh end Seacond Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public
Ingtruction, State Printer, Topeka, ps 87. (1877-1860) =

2 ma Blair, "Johnson County Schools" in Hisbory of Johmson Gounty,
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Hon. Jemes . Notewnre, appointed by the Tervitorial Governor. His eppolute
ment was confirmed Februery 18, 1858. He entered upon his duties Merch 1 of
the same yeer. |

DUTIRE OF THE FIRST
SUPERIRTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS

 Hotewerots dubies were as followsy
| {1) %o visit every school for the purpose of imspecting end am’&mning
an interest in the gause of educntion;
{2) to recommend approved text-books, and ms far as possible, secure
Y unimmity’ of tﬁm’mﬁu throughout the Territory-~to disepurage the use
of aeotarisn books 1z the echools, and embody the information received by
serresponding ﬁ% other gmm and gmﬁm into the common edueation
systemy | |
(3) to prepare for the use of school officers, forms for making if@w ’
ports and wxx&ﬁwimg proceedings, to cause the mshool laws and forms %o be |
printed, mmry with & sultaeble indmx in pawphlet form at the expense of
the Tiammm | |
| {(4) to exnmine and determine appsals from the &wmiﬁm ‘éz' i:ha
distriet mmwiﬁgs, axd bo apportion by the 10th &az, of Fq‘bmu?y in each
year the school money to be distributed smong the counties according to the
mmbar-. of children of school age, 5~-21, as shown by the returns in his
offiee for the preceeding year.
Acvording to Haselrigg,¥ Noteware did not meke a published rapmé-b of

the schools during the yesr. Noteware's compensabion was $1,500 a year, with

3 plara H. Haselrigg, "The Common Schools" in History of Kansas,
Crans amd Company, Topoka, pp. 194-185.
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an allowance of $300 e year for traveling expenses. He retained his office
but 8 few momths. At the election of Ovtober 4, 1858, Hon. 8. W. Greer was
chosen Territorial Superintendent of Commpn mhwlu."* He took cherge of the
offive the 2nd dey of the next December snd combinued therein wibil
Jamary 1, 1861, Greer's successor, J. C. Dougles, served until Jenuary,
1861, hisz office paaéimg with th&yéanalusian of the Tarrit#ri#1~syatem of
government. | IR |

The first sahaai.lumu,prwvideﬁ, that before any tauahérﬁ in ﬁhe,eemmmn'ﬁ
schools aauld'éauaive a salary for thelr work from thezfunds of the common
sshool, the teacher must secure from the school inspector e certificsate of
his mﬂfﬁlit¥¢ The sdoption of’ﬁhw.indepenﬁent sehool distriet ceme in early,
sach district had four school officers to eleet annuelly, three school
trustess and anasiﬁnpo@ﬁar. The trustees had genersl conktrol over the
saﬁoﬁl affalre of the sounty, and were subject ﬁnAﬁh@=will ef tha‘people of
the éisﬁriwt; The so&aml lews of 1855 also éfcvided thet the distriet
trustees must make an annual report of the conditions of the schools to the
georotary of the Territory. Iun 1B5E7 his report was dirested to be made to
‘the aeuﬁ#y'@ammiasiwnnrs, and in 1858, to the county superinﬁundemt; the

office being ereated that year.
TOPEKA CONSTITUTION

The peepls of the Territory of Kensas assembled at Topeka on the 25rd

of Oetober, 1868, snd fremed the Topeks Constitubtion. The following schools

4 up oit, Lemmon, p. 38.



laws were enagted B

Article VII, Edwatim_ Seabion 1. The prineipal of all
funds srising from the sele or othey dinpouiﬁien of lands or
other property granbed or intrusted to this sbtate, for eduoa~
tional amd religious purposes, shall forever be preserved
inviolate end undiminished, and the income arising therefrom
shall be falthfully applied to the specific cbjects of the
original gmm or appropriabiom;

Section a. ‘fhe general nasmbly shall malke suoh provisions,
taxation ar otberwise, us, with the incoms arisming from the
school fund, will securs a thorough and efficient systen of
¢ommon sohools throughout the state; but no religious or
other seot or sects shall ever have any exclusive right to,
or control of any part of the sohool funds of the state.

LECOMPTION CONSTITUTION
D | .
When the Lecompilon Constitution wes framed in 1867 it enaoted the

following lews Waming emzmm;ﬁ ;

Avbicle XIV. Bducebion, Sechion. 1. A genersl diffueion of
imowledge being eesential o Uhe preservation of the rights
and liberties of the people, schools and the moans of aﬁuea-—
tion shall be forever encoursged in the State.

ﬁaw&m 2. The Legislature shall, as soon as pmetzimble B~
' sh one comson schosl (or more) in each township in the
sw;e, where the children of the *bmahip amn be ’%B.ugh'b
gratia.

Beotion 4. ‘The Mgs.slmum shall ha.w the power to make

: uppropriaﬁona from the State treasury for the support and
maintenanse of common schools, whenever the funds scoruing
from the lands donmated by the United Stutes, or the funds rew
seived from other sourses are Mauffﬂ.aienk foy thet purpose.

Section 1. Ordinance. That section numbered 8, 16, 24,

, in uwry towmehip in the State, or in case elbher of aaid
aawim are or shall be otherwise disposed of, that other lands,
equel thereto in value, shall be granted to the State, to be
applied exclusively to the support of the common schools.

4

s W. D. Wilder, "Tapam connﬁitution," in The Annals oi‘ Kansas
1641~1886, printed by Xensas Printing House, Topekm, ps

% 1pid, 186,




~in gsesmion b lLeavenw

- 81

& . .

Seobion @, That five per centum of the proseeds of the sale of

81l publie lends sold or beld in trust, or otherwise Llying withe
in the said State, whether sold before or after the sdmicsion of
the Bbate into bhe Uplom, after dedusting all expenses ineidenw
tal to the same, shall be pald to the IJtate of Kensas, for the
following purposes: two-fifths %o be diskributed within the
Btate, and the purpose of eiding the construstion of milmudh
and the residue for the support of the common schoole.

- LEAVENWORTE COBSTITUTION

The leavemworth Constituticn framd by the Comstitubional Convention
rth, My 18, 1858, adopted the following school lawsi’

Article VII. Fduostion, BSeection 1. The stability end per-
petuity of free republican instibubions depends upon the intel-
ligence and wvirtue of the people; therefore it is declared to
be the duty of the State tobestablish by law, at the earliest
possible peried, s unifom system of free schuole, in whieh
every child in the State shall be entitled to receive a good
common sehoel esducetion % the publid expense.

festion 2. The principel of all school funds shall famwr he
preservad inviolate and wndiminished, .

Seotion sa The :inmm of the school funds mhall be dwowd éx~
Blusively to the support of the sehools, esnd shall be distributed

%0 the countliss in proporiion b0 the number of ehildren snd
youthe resident therein, butween the ages of 5%l years.

WYANDOTTE CONSTITUTION

#ith the adoption of the Consbtituvion of the State of Kansas st

: X X . w"f
Wyandotte, July 29, 1869, the fellewing school laws were enmobed:

Artiele V1. RBdueation, Sesilon 1. s.«vd superintendent of
Publis Instruction shall be simoted in emch county, whose term
of office shall be two yeers, snd the duties snd compensation
shall be pmwribmd by lewr.

Sestlion 3. The prooseds of all lands that have been or mey de
grented by the United States to the States for the support of
schools, and the five hundred thousands seres of land granted
to the new States wnder an aet of aongress distribubting the

7 Ibid, p. 224,
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procseds of publio lands awong the asveral States of the Union
appmwd“ September 4, A.D, 1841, und all estates of persons ’
dying without heir or will, and such per cent aa way be granted
Dy congrese on the ssle of lands in the Stebe, shell be the
ocmmon property of the Stabte, and shall be & perpetusl schaol
fund which ehall neot be dimindshed, but the inverest of whieh,
Logether with all the sents of the land, and such other meeans as
the legislature mey provide, by tex or otherwise, hall be
inviolably sppropriated to the support of common schools.

Bection 4. The income of the Stete school funds shall be dis-
Tributed ennually, by erder of the State Superintendsnt to the
geveral sounty treasurers, and thenes to the tressurers of the
several school districts, in equiteble proportion to the number
ef phildren and youths of school sge.

Section 5. The mchool lands shall not be s0ld, unless such sale
ﬁaﬁﬂaﬁi be authorized by the vote of the psople at a general
election; but subject to re-valuation every five years, the lend
moy be leased for any numbsy of years, not exeseding twenty-five,
ot & rate esteblished by law, :

Section 6. All money shall be paid by persens as an squivalent

For exemption from militery duby; the clear proceeds of estreyw,
ownership of whieh ghall vest in the taken-up; and the proceeds
¢f Finss Por any breach of the pensl lews, shell bs execlusively

_&pplied in the several cownties in which the monmey is paid or
finen nollested, %o the support of ocommon sehools.

Section 8. No religlous sect or sects shall ever control any
art of the common schocl or univerasity funds of the State.

Seotion 8. The Stata Superintendent of Publie Instruction,

Senresary of State and Atborney-Genersl, shall constitute a

board of commissioners for the manegement and investment of the

schoul funds. Any two of sald commissioners shall bs a gquorum.

1’31& State Constitublon was put inte operation in 1881, when the State
was sdmitbed into the Union, The writer copied the laws concerning educa~
tion from the original Wyandotte Constitution, whioh is in the Arehieves of

the Kemsas State Historioal Sooieky, Topekm, Xansos.™

The Ksnsas State Historieal Soolety is the Archleves departme
of the State. The original comstitution of the etate, known as the
Wyandotte Constitution, 21 feet long, written in long hand, and bearing the
signatures of the sighers, is kept there in a metal conbainer.
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. COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT

The mw af 1358 ymvié@d for the qmim wb *;hey gonsral wlw%an sach
year of u mumv sumrinﬁmdm’& who should mmiw mr hin wwimw suoch
eamnamizm as might be mzma ‘by the wmw. - The dubles of the mmt
eounty wyarinhmdam: were as faum: :

{1) aftor glwing ‘bond in dorble the mtmt of the school mmy to
eoma lodo hia mﬁén &urméiﬁw sehogl tarm, he was to divide ‘bm toynty into
| diawm’ézs, ami o Wgulam nud a‘.t%ar guch school dieimuaw 3 o f‘i:).a '&ha
dowriy‘kiam and sumber of emh aistrict in his afi‘iw. |
| (va) o mmim all mmmy tar the use of oommon sshools in his mxmﬁy;
o npyaw:?.w thesa un *&hw firmz Monday in April in wah achonl yenr.

(%) o 4he several districts snd parts ef'diawiw&wmhaﬁ the
eounky, in proporbion to the nmr of ehildm of sochool ag:a; provided
thet no momay be aﬁér‘bm‘n‘aa to any distriot in whioh n xauhoéi has not been
taught by @ qualified teachsr fek ab leaai: thros months In the year pre-
ceding. -

(4) 4o see that the ennuail m;mm ~é-f the a;:«&erka, of ﬁw districte
in his m;mt;;r were mads ‘mrr%ny and iz time,; to sue for and collect in
the name of his office oertain penalties and forfeitures; to transwit be-
twoan the lst and 15th day of Dotlibor, in sach year, to ishé Territorial
Superintendsnt a report in writing conperning the conditvions of the sahopln
in his ooumty, |

(B) to exeamine ni:). sandidetes proposing to tesch in his eounty, and
give to eseh wamiwam found quslified a certificate, vo be in forge i‘qr

one year from the date of appreval,

8 loo ait, Lemmon, p. 37.



(8) o visi and examine into the condivions snd manegement of all
‘gchaols in his counby,

The offioe of the county superintendent was abolished in tho winter
of 1858, and the office way re-oreated by the adopbion of the Wyandotte Con-
stitution in 1859, and put imbo operetion when the State was mdmitbed inbo
the Union. |

FIRST COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHNOLS

Aooording %o Andreas?® the Piret sounty superintendent of schools in
Jahm‘aﬁ éaunty was elested In 1858, ae provided by the school lews of 1858,
but the first aap«r&nﬁm&m# of sohools, Mr. W. Christison, did not make a
report of the conditiouns of the schools, bevause the office wes abolished in
e.few momtha »fter he took his offiee. | |

| 9 A, T. Andreas, "Johumon County," in History of Kmxu .
R. R. Dommelley snd Sons, Chicsgo, vol. 1, pp. 624040, A




CHAPTER V
BSTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST SCHOOLS

The £irst sobool mm‘blimw in the Territory of Kmas. now oumprising
Johnson Ceunby, Kensap, was the Shewnes Mission &?ah@al far the Indrlms. The
vhite ohildren thet were thers m@m&a& %}ha Indisn gohool, with the exeep«
tion of those wiw reselved private imtmatimn. According to Bﬂ:{&irl +the
first school for white ehildren m esteblished in 1857 as provided by the
Territorisl laws, The first schoel taught in Gardner (Johnson Gounhy) was a
private ove, by ¥ies Myra D. Shean, now Mrs. J. W. spomblmg m first
sohool distriet wee ergenised in the winter of 1853 angd ﬁm first publie
gohool was {smgh% m pext summer by Yiee Mary mxnm

FIRST SCHOOLS 1N amm

The firet schoel in Olathe was held in the Mesonic building which was
_ erected end dediceted August §, 1889, with great “pomp and splendor.® The
huimiﬁg was erected on North Cherry %Stz»eét, snd is now the hausa of B, D.
Warnsr., The f:i;rw sﬁaw was used for the sehool, ami the seoond story as u.
Magonic Hall. The early sohools were held ss long ss the parents could spare
their children from kiome work, which was uvsually three months in the year.®
In the fall of 1859, W, Christison wes elected the firet county suﬁarm&am
dent of Publio Instrueblon. He bhad teught sohool the year before in a little

1 B4 Blair, "Public Seliools" in Hiubogx of Johnson Gounty, Prinmted
at Lawrence, Kensss, in 1915, chapter l4. ,

2 1niq,

8 A, 1. Andreas, "Johnson County" in History oi‘ Kanwa, R. R.
Donnelley and Sons, Chioago, Printers, Vol. 1, pps 8 1888,
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frame bullding erected by Diok Taylor. 4 stone school building wes erected

" oum Lulu Street in 1868 at & ocost of §10,000. The tawn soon outgrew the
school mocommodations, and on Decexber 7, 1881, an elevtlon was held end
$16,000 was voted for the conmstruction of & new school building end $8,000

| voted :ﬁ‘mé"ﬁm purchase of & slte Lor the pwwé@d nowW mﬁaoi house. The
fireb sollege wm extablishod In 1878 Ly Frof, P, B« Poole, st the sollelte-
blon of £, R. Ugg sud W E.‘ ¥, Fiebheok. The colloge was » success, snd it
mm;m@d to prosper Loy many yeers. In addition b6 the commeraisl bmmmm
sommon and highesr Engliaia-\m clussleal studles were *ﬁmghh'* |

FIRST SUHOOL IN THE COUNTY

SEAWNHE. The Pirst sohool tanght in Shawnee was in the spring of
1868, im an oid Fadien meeting house, The Dirst ‘«whmerl_heﬂw was bullt in
1866, near the southwsst cormer of the public square, and the first distriet
school house wes built in 1878,

SPRING HILL. The first schoul hémq in Spring H111 wes ereoctsd in
1858, and in the swmmer following Mre. Duvail taught the first sehool.b 2
frame ashool buimm m built in 1888, at & eost of about #4,&@0; In the
spring of 1882 eu slestion was keld for the purpose of woling bends Lo build
& new strustwre. The bonds were defzated by & vote of twenty~three for, to
ninety-two ageinst, “

OCHELTREE. The firsb school was sn old building which wes moved in
from the sountry. 7he old bullding wke replsced by & new school house in B
1880, ak qa; oost of $2,000. |

4 Thig,
% toid,
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MONTICELLO. The first school in the vicinity of Montisello was
baught in 183?; one mile weet of the town. The first sehool bullding was
erectsd in 1865, Prairie Center opened its first school in 1874, The
gohool was taught by Edwin Stanley.

E GERTOR. The first sohool house inm Bdgerton was built inm 1871, it
was & twomstory frame snd cost $2,100, The firﬂ sohool year was 187172,
snd records show that Robert B. Quay was the first beacher in Bdgerton.

AUBRY TOWNSHIP. Aubry Tovmghip was organized by the Caﬁn;ﬁy Commig=
‘ploners May 11, 1868 The first sohool district was organiszed in the summer
of 1858; a school house 20-24, wes erected, sud the first school in the town-
ghip taught by Sylvester Mamn.

DE 80T0. The first school in De Soto was organiszed in 1858; the
sohool house built the sems year was . 165 gtrusture, A stone building wes
erooted in 1879 costing 2,000, ‘William H. Smith was the first teacher in
thﬁv De Scto sshools. The town is situated in the northwestern part of the
sounty on the banks of the Kangas river, The ﬁm}m 1aid out in the
spring of 1857 by a town sompany cemposed of B, W. Woodward and James F.
Legate. The village was named De Soto after the gﬁaﬁ Spanish sdventurer

of that nsme,
BARLY SCHOOL PROBLEMS

Owing %o the politieal situstion brought om by the slavery question
very 1ittle was done in the administration of the first gohool lews., The
law of 1888 which préwidad for the election of & county superintendent and
sbolished in 1869 made it the duby of the gohool trustees to make the school
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reports to the Territorial Superintendent, Mr. Greer. This change in the
lew resulted inm gohool problems, as indicated by the first report of the
eonditions of the schools im the sounty, by C, Stores, Jr., of Gardner:

Gardner, Johneon Co,.,

Ei . 61'0“?16
Dear 8irs
- 1 have made my report at a later hour, but I have been
unable to perfect 1t befors, as the Distriot Clerks have been
sc dilatery, The report is not as complete ms it ought to be,
but it is impossible to be entirely complete.
_ 1 hope that the sohool law will be amended so that one
Trustee only will be chosen eash yewr, so that in vime they
will hold office three years each. It i1s necessary for them
to have a knowledge of their business.
Very truly,
0. Stores, Jr.,
District Trustee.
| This report by Mr, Stores in 1859 shows that Johnson County hed
thirty-two districts, and that school was taught im only seven of thenm.
The aversge daily stbendance ranged from 28 to 659, There was no public
money for educstion during this year. Many fmotors operated against the
school districte which wers organized under the Territorial Government.
The border troubles of 1856 snd 1856, the financial crisis of 1857, the
' ' 2
drough of 1860, snd finally the rebellion of 1861, all hindered the growth
of the schools. The early school districts had gone down for the went of
attention, a result to be contributed in part to the change in the school

laws in the winber of 1858 snd 1860 whioh transferred an important part of

6 5y Authoriby, "Commmnisetion From Coumby Buparinbmmt;a“ in House
Journal wfy*:hq Le mﬂmm Assembley of the Territory of 1660, Medary
Publie Fﬁnﬁﬁrﬂ%ﬂpﬁkﬁ, p. 78,
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the dutles of the county superintendent of the sehool trustess, Thet
m*&iml troubles contribubed mush to divert the sttention of the peeples of
the Stabe from the interest of ‘educesion is cbvious,

DISTRICT TAX. Many problems confronbed the early schools. The dis-
trict tax wee one of the outstanding prodlems. The law limited he power
of the districts to & tex of one-half per cemt to build sshool houses, one
balf per ceny for teachers, and oneefourth per cemt te furmish black-boards
end apparstus. In the majority of the disbtriots the ameunt allowed would
not build = respecteble school building and the emount set aside for the
teachers pay was not sufflcient. Hany of the early settlers were opposed
Yo the district tex and asked: “Why should not the people in eash district
tax themselves as much as they plessed for the educatiom of their childrent?™
hooordidy to Goodnow, ﬁ!w first group opposing this queation wag the land
monoplist. To quobe Goodnew:’ | '

firm alone in New York owns 170,000 acres. On the
uverage, these lands may have cost one dollar per amcre. They

wish to sell at five or ten dollars per sore. Upon what do

they rely to raise the price of land frum one to flve dollars?

It is the good Parme that are being mads eround their quarter

seobion. Without these, the industrious settler and his ime

provements, the land would never increage im value. The schools
and churches will incresse the prise of the lands greatly.

The seoond group whish opposed the digtrict tax for the support of
the common schools wers the rich settlers, In the majority of cases the
rioh settlers could not understand why they should be taxed to edusate the
mhﬂd%m of the poor, According to Goodnow, the rich settlers would uy;a
Thy should I eduomte the ohildrem of the poor wan any

more then olothe them? I have educated my own children, mnd
T think that every wan should do the seme.

7 lesao T. Goodnow, "Sohool Distriot Tex" in Annual Report of the
Superintendent ¢f Fublle imbmuﬁi«m, 1868-~1870, State Pr ‘Wr, ‘fapwkn, p. 11,

8. 1bid.
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NMr, Hallett,? finemeial sgent of the Pascific Railroad Csmpany in his
lsobure at an eduantional meeting in Wysndobte expressed his views on the
disbrist schoel fax in the s?éaflim;zg ENNSY

: The reilrosd wlzhes to be taxed liberally for +the estab-
lishment of mchools all along the route, wot from the ides of

benevolence, bub s & finaneinl investment, to he repald in .
dollars end cents. ‘ =

THR VALUB OF THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT

Another problem which interferred with the growbh of the schools in
the counbty was the gquestion of *chs}vahm‘ of the county superintendent. The
sounty ﬁm@is&iumrs were in favor of the counby superintendent making as
little ﬁxp:unw ns possible and going as little ms possible beoause it cost
money. The new superintendent coming into office would be eapscially in-~
‘structed im this marmer. In order %o stir up interest in educational |
matters, several circulstors were issued by County Superintendent Mardock. 20
To guote hie reports

It is never wise or ssfe 4o leave a work of sueh magnd e

tude as the education of from five to ten thoussnd children to

the work of @ multitude who have no respensible head. The great

evil of our schools today ia the lack of coupération among the

teachers. The county superintendent ocan bring this needsd co-

operation by thoroughly organizing the achools of his county.
Buperintendent Murdock gave several remsons why the cownty superintendent
is an important sehool officiml and should be so considered. They were as
fol'lmmx {1) there is no betiter imﬁ cheapor my of working up educational
interests among the masses than by having a county superintendenty (2) in

ocase of &Mu@r:amnt on sshool questions between ths tescher and parent,

9 Ivsd.

10 ‘ : . ‘
“Mlen B. Lesmon, “Johnson County" in First and Secc Biennia)
Report of Superintendent of Public InstructlofNs STATE PrINTEr: TopsEi-p. 74.
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the vitaliby of the soheol depands wpon the memner in whish the question 1s
sngwereds (3) the cousty euparintendent 1s hoad of the eduesiional systom
of the coumby, Murdook ssw the nsed for well qualified superintendsat and
indioated that if the sownty s ever to mee her sohools in the position
they should neeupy, the county superintendent's office will never be abole
ished. AMAcvording to Murdeek, the affise should be the mm important one
in educational affairs, snd the superinbendent should retain his offies so
long s the oharaster of his work was effioient, and that the lenzth of
term should mot depend upon hia bility as political wirepullers.
i’m»mn Another problem of tha first achools of the counby was
the qu@*&im of textebooks. The writer discovered thet aboub two-thirds
of the States of the Union were represented by textebsoks in the early
sehools. That 1w -t say, esch family had brought along the series of
fichoal books whish had been used by the shildren in their former homes.
%ut of the sarly settlers in Johmsom Oounty were poor people with hrga
families, and it was considersd s hardship for msny of them to be obligabed
%o purohase new sehool boeks for the younger members of the fenily just
" starbing to school. This orested the problem of free text-books. 1t was
suggested in many districts, that if there was a poor family, toe poor to
purchase new rsaaméuded;baaka, that the expense of fupnishing books should
be ber@a by the school distriet. The school law provided thet all sehool
districts in order to draw public meney for sehool purposes, shall, in the
uss of texbebooks sonform +0 the official list as resommended by the State
Superintendent of Publie Tnstruotion. It is interesting to note the list as

given out by Goodnow!) 1n 1868

11 100 oit, Goodnow, pps 83«24,




1, Moral instrustion, the Bible.

2. Dictionary, Webster's,

3. Wilson's series of Headers,

4, Ray's series of seven books in Arithmetio.

B¢ Monteith and MeNally's series in Geography.

6. Pinneo's series of analytical Gremmar,

7. Brookfisld's firet book in Composition,

8. Spencerian system of Penmenship,

9. Common editlon of Bryan snd Stratton's bookkeeping set.

10. Cutberts Physiology.

IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE, Onme of the first territorial school laws pro-
wmeﬁ "that all school funds shell be distributed to the counties in propor-
tion to the numbey of children of school age (5 to 21)." This created
aim*&har serious school problem, that of irregular attendsnce. The people
living within a school distriot would meke an effort to have all the chil-
dren of school age mpo»r‘t:éd to the county assessor, 80 &8 to keep the dis-
triet sohool tax es low as possible. But many of the parents failed to co-
operate with the school officlals in seeing that the children did atbend.
Tt is estimated that of sll the ohildren whose names were on the school
records, less than fifty per cent mtbended school for the full term. The
school law provided thet school must be held at least three months of the
yesr in order to receive ald from the perupnent school i’w«da; In 1861 and
1862, the average school term was 3.2 months. County Superintendent Wm. H.
Smith seys in his report of 1868138

I have ;juét sntered upon the dubties of superintendent...
there is great need for improvement in our schools. A distriet

12 100 oit, Goodnow, pp. 5860

’
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that can be satisfied with just enoug ;
,  enough school to seoure pudblie

m.’my does not hébmy very much interest in educational mabters...
W, H. 5”“11 served as county superintendent again in 1870, He met similar
school problems during this year as he did in 1863-66. The school distriote
would report large number of ayhoal children of echool age, and he would find
perhaps & fourth of them actually etbending school. In many distriots
school was held the required time of three monmths in order to secure publie
money. When the pu?alia momy was used, the school would be closed, or a
private school mu’m be opened in place of the distriot sehool. 4s & result
the ohildren of the poor families would ssoure little of sohool advantages,

Slowly but surely the ﬁohool problems were met, and gradually iehael
interest was swakened in almost every distriet in the county to the point
where the pecplevdqmded more and better sochools, In 1871, J. B, Pollookt®
was slected munty nupnrintondm’c. loney etarted to come in for school pur=
poses from the school lands, “and the nunber of good school buildinga in-
oreased rapidly, ‘dusv'to m:; distriots that readily inereesed their taxes.
The old log @chool house had started to disappear from the seeme, County
suparin‘amdem Pollock's faporﬁ of 1871 resds:1é

" Interest in the district schools in this county has in-

ereased considerably during the past year, The Teacher’s

Institute heve been lively aund well attended and the Johnson

County Teacher's Association wes formed this year, and hes been

and is & sucoessful and instructive soclety, With a few changes

in, and amendments to the present sechools lows, Kensas may, with

resgon confidently expeet, st mo distant day, to oooupy a posi-

tion in eduoational matters surpassed by mo State of the Unlexn.
Great educationsl gains were made under Pollosk, The Tescher's Instltute

sreated mach interest in the teashing profession, and the standards of

18 5, D, HeCarby, "Johnson County," in Eleventh and Twelfth Annual
Report of Superintendent of Publie Instrustion, State Frinter, Topeka,
B

“ *

14 44, Part 2, p. 98
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teachers certificates were raised. Ihe examinations by the eounty superine
tendent thimmed the ranks of teachers, and not so many were granted oertifi-
cates to teach, but the quality was much improved, Fifteen new dlsbricts
were formed, and the number of pupiis sotually in school inoressed by 762,
Yore than Maﬁ as mich was spent on sducation, and the average dally attend-
ance ineresspd Fifty per;m. The tobal améuntx paid for teachers in the
sounty ia 1870 wes $15,262. In 1871, this amount was §29,711,

RURAL SCHOOL PROBLEMS., Duping the yaéra from 1871 to 1897 small
gchools were eastablished in large nuwbers, in fact the number of small rural
sohools “branghﬁ on the mést agriam of school problems. Some of the dmfoeim
of the early rural school were as follows:

1. Three wonthes term

2, Low ﬁaﬂwhiar’ﬁ selaries

8. Poor equipment |

4y Average daily attendance was five pupils

B, Hethod of taxstion

6. The centoring of wealth

7. The unequal size of the districte

8, Too many small and weak districis and the payment of all rail-

rosd school tax to the district through which the railroad
rons, and ’

9, Due to size of the district it ofben happens that & school

with & levy not exceeding five mills, was able to have & seven
or eight months term and pay good wages to the bteachers

10. Other district with a levy of twenby mills would ralee suf-
fioient funds for only & four months term and pay & much

smaller salary.

It is interssbting to note the suggosted x-mdyam

35y ‘éﬁrykar, "Rural School Problem” in Eleventh Biennial Report
Supsrintendent of Publis Instructlon, Kensas (1897<1808), pp. sA=ab-EL.
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First, The mumber of distriots end the number of schools should
E‘ ™ mdumm and provision be meds for the transporting of those
oo far from school, thus proventing the great waste of money now
paid out for buildings wnd toachers and incidemtal expense for
mying‘ up 850 many small sohwols, and ab the seme Lime glve the
benelits resulting from mseoeistion, grading, oloser and bebter
m;g@ﬂisﬂ.an., more heelthiful conditions, end prompt and regulsr
attendanoce, ‘

Second, A stabe and e counby levy for achool oses, whioh
mﬁﬁi"ﬁiwr;btﬂ% the burden of texabion more uﬁﬁzﬁmw, and

which should be sufficlent Yo pay one<third the expense of en
oight months teym of school in svery district with an aversge
abtendance of twenty or more. Bvery school distriet should have
thet many, and no term should e less than eight months, A three-
mill state levy and a three-mill sounty levy would be sufficlent
Yo raise nearly, if not quite, twowthirds of the smount needed for
- the support of the rursl schools. The remainder should be raised
by looal taxes under the present methoda, and in no event should
the amount of state or sounty meney paid bo any distrioct exceed
the amount raised by losal bax.

Third. A higher standard of qualifications for teachers, The

ago limit should be raised, as should the educutionsl and profes-
sional requirements, COne reason why so lititle progress hes been
made towerd improving the conditions of the rural schools is,

that friends of education hawe not united in demanding s certain

few things, Longer terms of school, betber qualified beachers, s
Just system of taxetion and greater ecomcmy in the expenditure of
the funde raised will give better wages, permanensy in employment,
and the place to the teacher in the commmity which he should coeupy.
¥ot unbtil these sonditions exist will there be any marked lamprovement
in the rursl sohools of the eounby.



BRI
HSTABLISEENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS

The first scheols in Johnson County were the mission schools for the
Indiens, ¥hen Kensas was organised es o Torritory and the white settlers
begen to meke their homos ﬁh&rﬁ, the educabion of thelr ehildren became one
of their Pirst intereshs, In the summr of 1865 the Firet Territorial
Legislature gﬁkw& 3 xw prévmim z'ér“m satablishmend of the common
amals; ‘mad' thus mid *:ha : i‘@uﬂd&ﬂw for the publie school sysbtem. Common
schocls wm established ih Qarﬁmm Olathe, {iMmm, Spring Hill, Osheliree,
Hontiesllo, emd fdgerton, The early setbler's olaims wers so widely
soattered and the a».ngm?n during the days of raids and warfare wers 80 prost
that wm&:ry sé&m&h ‘mm nlmaet en impossibility during the firet few yeers
of Territorial growth of the mm?gl Many of the sarly common schools wers
* gubseripiion Mhpalﬂ“'ﬁhich nOsns thab they wore not public schools sup-
ported by & bax levy, bub that the toacher's pay oame from & tuibion charged
each pupil who aﬁkendéﬁ,

By 1858, when Territorial sonditions hed become more setiled, the
Legislature turned ite sttention to the matter of education and pessed a seb
of sohool laws that hes served ever since as the besis of Johnson County edu-
cational system, While Kansas wes gtill u Territory, & few districts were
orgsnized and sohool houses built and the minimm school term was three mon-
m. Very Ii‘hﬁlo‘progmu was mede during the Civil War, but when peace

came the people turned their attention to homes snd commmities, pohool

1 5, 7. Andress, "Jolnson County" in fistory of Kenges, R. R.
Dormelley mnd Sons, Chlocago, vole. 1, pp, 624 .
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houses increased very rapldly. In eome commmities the sebtlers dld not wailt
organise their district, but gathered together and began work on thelr
school houses. The tlsber supply was plentiful and many of the sarly sehool
buildings were m@a of 16@45, The ficors were usuelly of dirt eprinkled end
packed until it wes hard end smooth, Ae the é@un%y grew in populabion snd
resources dﬂ&l&p@&g t‘hqga bt;i?;dims wore replaced by obbers made of stone
and brick. | | | -

; Al%haugh iﬁm minim t&m a£ gohool was three months, it was usually
held mngw for the hemfw of the smaller children. 4s a genersl rule the
‘ alder baya@na_girls: went to school only during the winter term when they
pould be spared from ﬁhé work on the farms, In most cases, the pupils sbartec
ench year ut the bsginning of their books snd worked ss far ss vhey could
wikh the sld of the bemchers This continued winter after winber until the
boys and girle were aigm:m to mntyuone yoars af sge, or even older.
Apoording %o Andress® there was mo such thing eu gradusbing from the early
mwxz; gohoolsy the pupile sbttended until they gob ready o quit. BSince
there were no high schools in Johnson County until 1874, few of the children
received mm ghan & eommon gehool education, and most of the teachers had

moye than & common schoel aducation.
The FPirst High Sehool Established

4 stone sehool house was erected in Gardner in 1861, and in 1874 s
frame school house was erected at a cost of $8000, On Hovember 7 of that

yeor the first high sehiool of the county wes opened.3 The following teble

2 100 oit, Andreas.
3 Log eit, Andreas.
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gives stetistical date concerning the high wchool from 1874 to 19%4.%

TABLE I

Gardner High School Stetistioce

e ‘ o " 3 ""“~"::‘;«w-u 0 o e
Year § Teschers | Bavollment | H. 5, Grades

Superintendent
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Je W. Thite
J. 1. Howard
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4 Gompiled from the Records of the county superintendent's office

and o0ld school records of Gardner High Sohool.
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B e :

Hnd” ie of the opinlon that in the early history of Ranses the county
superintendent's mmwsl reports were considered of little value. A complete
record of the Uszdner high school from 1674 to the present tim could not be
fownd, During the ysars before 1895 and 1896 thers does rob mpponr to be any
definite high #ohool sourne offgred in the high sehool. Cramer® says that
*&lw first year of higﬁ aohool work was offerad in 1887, the mecond yesr's
wﬁ;’ in 1898 and the third yesr im 1885. During this time the sohool bernm
e faiwi&ad inko two terme: o sumer term of four months, snd a winber term
of four months. Hr, A. A, Big;@lw? says that Oramer is oorrect in these

' ¥r. B, 5, Rogers® was superinbendent in 1901 and 1802, his report
gives whe Pellowing information:

© One of the imporbant eduoational movements of today Linds

expresaion 1 an effork bo edopt the ocourse of study of the high

sobool to the dubles of praetisel 1ife, & very large per oenb

of the school population never get beyond the high achool, and

the convistion ia growing that the high sshool should, so far as

 poasible, propare the gtudent for his life's work. The guestion

of making the courss of study in the high sochool practisal, so as

%o keap the pupils in school is ma longor a debabtable one.

The high school sourse covered four years of work, Eaoh yeer wes divided
into two terms of four months each, During the years of 1901 sxd 1802 the
pupils were required ko teke three studies each term, and there-afber four
shudi&a‘ esch berm. A term's work in any one subject constituted one unit of
eredit, Thus, thirty oredits or units of work was required to somplete the

5 1ugerview with R, O, Hunt, State High Sohool Superviser, Departe
mont of Kdueabion, Topekh.

& Intefview with Charles Cremer mewber of high sohool olass of 1897
and 1898, Tosident of Gardner.

T tabsrview with A, A, Bigelow, resident of Gardner.
ARSI

® 5, H. Rogers, Gardner High Sehool Report, eeunty superintendent's
office, Olathe. %1901«-* :
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four yesr course, Of the thirty unite, fourteen unite were reguired of all
pupils, the remaining sixztesn units were elective under wise limitation.
The required units were as follows:?

El“”num BLEOLIB suverrerveassasnsns tWO unites
Eighﬁr' ﬂﬁﬁhu sesenenmasureesansness ONB unlt
%mtw Basrawsansevhrssersssaensess GNYOE unlts
Eﬂgli’h sesesasnesuasserssvasresvenes four units
Eﬂﬁliﬂh (ml“ﬁ!ﬂ’i@) wuvesnsnesnsraveans SWO units
General NIBLOrY sevssnsrssnnsnsssvess two unite

The course of elestives were ss Follows: 10

Language
1abin cosvemswinarineovnnsasnannne ﬂiﬁhﬁ units
Selence
Blomentary ceesssssnssncacrssassns ONS anlt
Phyﬂlﬂlagy P L L LR one unlt
Phy&iﬁ,s‘ iivefsasarinsvesssansennes UWO units
Botany scescvesenasrcsovernnvnsons one unit
English (English suthors) «useessea.s four units
Teochnical EYBEMAT ansscssnsvonnave one unit
History o
Eﬁ&liﬂh hiaﬁory cugaiuaRnratruon e ONO unit
United States hisbory sesvevesnsss 0N unit
United States Constibution ....... one unit
Psychology uwnmnunnmouau'm;m- one unit

No great progress was made in the Gerdmer high sohool until 1920 when the
envollment ineressed to 100 pupile, In 1932 Welter H. Burden was the super-
intendent, snd during this year the enrollment bad ineressed to 108, and
$19952.08 was spent for educetionsl purposes. This was the lergest enrol-
lment and | expenditure in the history éf the school. BStatisties for the
yeurs ;af 1896 and 1934 show the following:

Torm in
Year Teashers Enrollment Coat  lonthe 8‘:@9&1&%1&
1896 4 14 1772,49 4.6 H. 4. Darnell
1034 8 108 10668.87 ] D. D. Harphy

) Mu ﬂi‘ﬁ' B n H. Rogers.
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¥r, W. J, 811, oightyeons yoars of sge, su early resident of
Johnson ?aunﬁsr and superintendent of the Gardmer schools from 1876 bo 1877,
and Who mma s county superintendent of schools from 1880 to 1884, died
Janvary w,‘xsss; ¥r, Hull was born in Tllinols, be cams with his parents
to Olathe inm 1865, Hou was one of the mly greduates of the Kanses State
Teachers College of Méﬂﬁ anﬂv‘!smghﬁ- :mv mm Qfehnsm County schools and
at Garduer md Shawnee, La,tﬁi ho served as nmﬂnﬁm&m& of Johnson county
sehools from 1869 to 1884. Mr. Eun mﬁmiod Miss Georgile Obt of Gardner inm
1880, end contimued his teaching as superintendent of schools et Larmed,
Smbstha; and Goiumbun; Kensas, He moved to Lewrense in 1810,

Olathe High School

Olathe, the mﬂnh;r seal M»Johmm caamy; wes organized in 1867, but
a8 this was Ey the "'B.bglm Lagislu&m" ﬁha* town wim re-ineorperated in 1858.
In 1870 ﬁlaﬁiaa was ngiwﬁ»in'aé‘ a gsecond olass elty. On Fovember 14, 1874,
one woek after the ostablishment of the Gardner high school, Olathe esteblished
the seoond high school of the sousty, Mr. B. 5. MoFarlandl® the first super-
intendent reported as follows:
" Jumber of pupils i the high schood department «e.... 53

klau -‘!"(i"i"l"'ﬂﬂ'i"‘.‘l"‘.Q.ﬁ:""(“""".ﬂi 39
leﬁﬁ :mrwnquptwauu;trq»-ut&»u«;fﬁoﬂmﬁﬂuqun;.‘.q 24
* Nunber of LOGONGrS cosovrsenvrorsrsnysinopsavenatanes B
Salary of the high school prinuipul TIIrY m.n-.u-g#ll()@-m
Average nalu,ry for female LB0ONOTE scarsvsnserrnenies 43,76
bverage sslary for the mt@ tEBONErE seeconsvprssvans 46,00
fotal expenditures for all §ohoo) DUrPOBES «sewssssr. 5417.80

and served as the first

Ur, MoFarlend served as wounty superintendent in 1873

superintendent of the Olathe #igh School in 1874, He was elecked counby

superintendent agein in 18‘!65 ‘

11 Gardner Gesette (newspsper), Jenuary 28, 19886,
12 pepords in the county auparinmn&mb'n office, Ulathe.
i ———p——_y
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During the first two years of school the pupile were given s choiove
betwoen an Bnglish and a Labin course, but having once chosen the pupil had
to take the full course, unless they were excused; and then had to mske up
everybhing that they hed missed in the course first chosen before permitted
to graduate, The first few years the sohool year was divided into two terme
of four momths each, similar to %kw gchool terms of Cardner high school.
Thirtysone units or points were required for graduation, Of these thirty-
one points, eighteen were raquired end thirteen were electives, &aemrding'
to the records the required units were as follows: ®

- Hathomatios csvevssonscsnssnsarscassunsus fiW torms.

English covvwuncnoonvannvsnnaorvesssnaunss LOUr torms.

Hisbtory and Civios scsesssscensocsesnsnss Live terms,

Bloeubion sasdsumsasvhevensspunuanssessn ONE tOrm,

S030N08 .ovsvsnasssenonnnntsncsssunrvnass LHree berms.
Avoording to the same report the sinwims oonsisted of the following:
{1) history, (2) scienoe, (3) German and French, (4) drawing, bookkeeping,
physiology, commwon srithmetie, and (B) review o? the common bmahen.. The
eleotives were chosen under guidwmw of the suwrintendsnt.. Superintendent
Mararlmm favored the elective system, He ssys: | |

A great argument favoring an elective systam lies in the

fact that people are happiest when they are consolous of having

had something to say in the selacbion of thelir work, It is

also true that minds do differ not only in aptitude and stremgth,

but alse in teeb and real fitness, or quality of mind. If this

iz at all true, the individual studeunt ﬁhaula have some volee in
selsobing his line of study,

Olethe Adopts Uniform Uourse of Shudy

Mr, S, W, MoCarrah’® served as superintendent in 18967 and 18968, At

18 3, g, MoFarlend, Olathe Sehool Reports, eounty auperintendent's
office, Olathe. (1878-1876)

14 150 oit, MoFarland,

18 Wm, Str
ykor, Eleventh Blennial Report of State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, Kaias — (TEOTIBORT gty b

N
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s moeting of the State T‘aanmﬂ' Assoslebion in .'L‘opaka. Devember, 1897, &
committee was appoinbed by the aup#rinkondenh'u and by the olby high sehool
‘principal's sectlon to meet with the stabe superintendent and prepare u
wniform coures of study, to be recommended for adoption by the high schools
of the state, Ab thess meetings the course of study given was formulabed
for the high sehool as preparation o the freshmsn olass of the wniversity.
The course of study covered a period of four years of thirty-six weeks emch,
the rescitation periods to be not less than forby minutes emch, The follow-
~ ing table shows the uniform course of study as adopted by the Olathe high

sohool in 1898;16

16 1bid, p. 6.

755G
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- TABLE 1I
‘Hnggfom ‘Gaurua of Emdy Zor Olathe High School, 1898
ek I
cauraq | First Year Second Year | Third Year | Fourth Ym

1 1etin, Greek | Uaesar, Greek | Virgil, Greek | Civero, Greek

Language | Germsn, or German, or Geyman, or Gorman, or
Fremch ~ |[Fremch French French
0 feivil | Physios Zoology Chemistry
%iemg Gewmnt | Boteny Eng. Classios | Geology
Eathmﬁieﬂ | Algebra | Algebra Geometry
History | | | Political
- and {1 English English General History
English : - History Soolology
, Commercial
| Arithmetic | Shorthand Lew
- Business | Bookkeeping | Typewriting Commereial Drawing
Gaagmphy ;
{ Preeshand | Joinery for | Woodwork for
Manualw~ Drawing | boys ‘ boys
Praining | Geometrical Sewing for | Same Dressmaking
- Drawing | giﬂa o | girle

Note: Where the pupil hes had free-hand drewing in the grammar school he
mey begin his manual training in the first yesr in place of free-
hend drewing. In this cese, the boys ocan take irouwork, ebte.
Pupils who select the manual-braining course should teke the courses
in mathemstics, solence, hlstory, and English. Ome of the four lan=
guages selocted in gourse one must be oonbinued throughout the firat

three yeari.

By legislative ensotment in 1916 the responsibilivy for the standard-
igation and aecerediting of high schools was given to the State Department of
publio Instruotion. The following items are considered in the acorediting

a.n& spprovel of high schools:




(1) Butlding ang eqQuipment.,
(2) Course of study and daily program,
{8) Tesmchers,
(4) Credits for gradustion,
(6) Formal awount of mkk:.
(8) Admission and advanced sredit,
(7) Lemgth of he school yoar.
(8) Bize of tne elasses.
{9) Fumber of Waeharm

{1@) Support by the eqmmnity,

(11) Tho spirit of the school,

Amaiu N, Shafar served ms superintendent of the high sehool in 1915, During

this mr ths Olathe high school was placed on the list of asoredited
schools, due inm & large measure by the work of Asnie ¥, Shafer. In 1019 and
1920 & new high sehool building wes erected at 4 cost of §175,221,00,17 In

1923 sloven teachers were amployed, all of whom held degrees from the
university or college. The teachers in the high sehools held the following
certifieates in 193818
Certificates issued by the State Beard of Edusabion:
Life Wrtifiuuﬂ T P |
Three year mmble (1if0) PARSARBEN R RSB R RY D
Three your renewable (5 yb&r) RANEICERRBE IR

S}?eﬂial AU BTN P RN IR A I NN B AN IR N RO N A B

T@mporw corbifionte sevisrsnevsvenanvoncens

R R =y

17 Lorreine Elizabeth Wooster, "New Building Evected in 1618,"
Twenty~second Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Instruction,

Katsas Prinbing Plent, Topekm, Kansas, p. S1.

18 fuentyaThird Bisunial Report of the State S porinbendont of
Publie Instruobion, Printed at Topeks, KANSAS, pps Bwb=70,
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Cortificates lssued by Teachers College:
Life DIPLOMAB yorsusrnnannranrsnvrasnsosuver 8
Cortificates issued by the eounty:

. Plyet grade oorbiflonte sueesevsvevissrarees 3

Degroos:

@n&vﬁﬂi'hy Q.ri%llasﬂ;u'.;‘».a-w.'»‘.a.;:..lﬂ
Tenchors 0&11630‘ N Y S I sy b

Mr. Norman I, Reist is the present superintendent of the jualor and
genior high school. Eagiw w;mhéw are employed in the junlor high sohool.
The average mﬁﬁhly s&l&iy é;ay $115.26, There are seven teachers employed in
the aaniar high Qéhoolg The u@ngt monthly selary is §180, The total enrol~
Iment for 1984 is as follows: 226 in the junior high school, and 344 in the
senfor high sehool. |

Total Bxpenditures for Olathe Schools in 198019

1) Bxpense of genersl control «.... $ 4,805.68

2} Salaries and supplies sueceeevee 54,814.16
(5; Cost of aparat'len R bErERBABINS 10,9?4«59
(‘é) prﬂiﬂﬁ GH0, weveevtsrorsnrsni 9;534:%
(ﬁ) Coat of OULLAYS sewusvesscsrurrs 3,414;20
(ﬁ ﬁ’s’?&# af debb BOPTIOO sesvsvsnsac 1&;313,8?
{7) Cost of pupil transportation ... 940,98
QB" Higoollaneous sassrsasnrsnrevass 4,086,886

| | ; the Stabe
19 geq. A. Allen, Jr., Dwenty-Seventh Bieonia) Report of ,
% of Public Ina’amﬁﬁg — 7Tnbed by the fansus Printing

. “j Po‘ » L




CHAPTER VII
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE RURAL HIGH SOHOOLS

Rural high school organization was suthorized by the legislation in
| 1o11.} By 1917 it wes w&dgn’é that Qnﬁhuﬁiaum end local ambitions would lead
territories without aﬁfi“miém Mmﬁi@n %o «sﬁppart e rural high sehool o
organise, . hovording to ooster? the law whish gave suthority to esteblish
rural nigh sehools u‘mrgn&m”f”

. Ssotion 9847 of the Gemeral Statutes of 1916 is hereby
smended so es to read ag follows: Sec. 9347. The legal
elesctors residing in territory containing not less than Bixe
teen squere miles end comprising ons or more townships or
parts thereof shall have the suthority to form a rural sehool
distriet, whose bounderies shall have been provided by the
sounty superinbendent of publie instruction of each sounby in
which any part of such proposed distriet ahall be sitvabed, or
by the State Superintendemt of Public Instruction in cess the
county superintefident of two more sounties shall fall to agree
on the approval of the bounderies of the proposed district, end
to esteblish, locete, and meintain therein & rural high school
as hereipafter provided, (law 1917, oh, 284, seob. 1.)

© pirst Bursl Bigh Sehool

E&garﬁunmm ‘high 'uehoo‘i was the first rural school to be esbeblished
in the oounty. The sohool was organiged in 1915 with an enrollment of thirty
pupile, end Mr. P, W, England was the first superintendent, His salery was
$700 for the school year. In 1@01 Bdgerton offered the firet year of high

school work. The statlstios of the school during thet year are as follows:

1 george Allen, in wenty-Bighth Blemniel Report of State Superin-
vendent of Publie Instructios, fue &0, 1981, pp. 14 '

2 porraine Elisebeth Wooster, #pural High Sohools” in Sehool Laws ,
Konses, 1919-1920, priuted ab Topeks, gtabe Printer, p. 171.
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Tobal earollment below high school ..,...

Pirst yoar of hi&h HMOIEv-sa,i@:%bﬂqi;:&:: 112
Second year of high sshool R R T L o
Tihird WM of high 3@11001 2 Y YRR R R I o
F@WW@ME& §obool Taedbossusann e 0

The following teble shows the growbh and development of the high
sehool from 1916 bo 193¢, o |
TABLE 'm<
Bdgorton Bural High School StatistiosS

| Certifieation’l Number of :
Teachers | of beachers | pupils Cost { Superintendent
2 state &0
3 state 87
Z 1ife ¥ 1. Stells Bresil
E 3 “state 3 | Zeline Morrell
2 state 12 “liaude Dunosn
3 state 23
F3 1ife A
— 5 1ife 46
£ 1ife 64
Z 1iie L
r'3 1ile 87
4 1ife k.
3 1ife &b
~Z 1ife 48
L 4
' 1ife 49
[} Life »
1 1ife &

Read table thus: In 1915 Bdgerton Rursl High School employed two teachers
with sbate certificstes, Thirty in high school. Cost was mm.zw,
Superintendent was E. W. England, ‘ ,

The total expenditures for school purposes in 1922 was $28,706.34.

s Gompiled from the reeords of the oounky superinbendent's offlce,
Olﬁ%mt o

* mgiate” wrt,ifiaateﬁ ai* 131pe" wrtiﬁm‘a@ 8re the usuel certif-
i{eation ersdentials for holders of A.Bs and B.S. degrees.
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A new high schoo} building wee srected during this yoar at & cost of
$14,468.00, and the rusning expenses for that yeor were 0,248,354,

- The Sesond Bural High Sehool

' The second rural high sohool to be established in Johmson County was
the %ﬂfmﬁz rural high school in 1637, Two 1ife corvificate teachers were
eupleyed and e, J, My Fion served as a superinbendent for the first three
yoars: The following tsble shows the development of the mehool during the
tine from 1917 to 1084,

 TABLE IV
Stilwell Rural High Sehool Statisties®

Year | Teachers | of teachers | pupils |  Cost | Superinbendemt

- Yife
~life

iite
ife

1ife.
 1ife
T 1ife
~1ife
[{fe
1ife
1fe
Tife

life
1ife b1
Tife M '
Tife -
Tife (1

981
1934

ead table thus; In 1917 Stilwell employsd two Seachers with life certifi.
%nﬁxfaﬁyfzgma were enrolled in the high sehool, and the cost was §......
Superintendent was J. My Finn.

wlelslelololalsleln it Jai&i&m

4 gg1lwell rural high sehool statistios were compiled from the
Records of the county superintendent's office, Qlathe.



€0

Aecording te the sohool repory of Skinner® the full four ysar course

of high school work wes nob offered im the Stilwell high school before 1617.
puring Mr. Skinner's first yww as supsrinbendent of the school In 1920, a
new briek building was sonstrueted at u cost of some $30,000. It is worbthy
of nobe that ;n the aamﬁéan yaam S4ilwell high school haw employed only
throe ammtmﬂ:ﬁma, We, 4. 'm, ‘F:im* garved é.a guperintendent from 1917 to
‘l@&@; ¥r, E&&ay Sm&mer fm 1080 o 19285, and the present superintemdent,
Hrs s e me#; m wmd sinoe 1928, The peak of development seeme %o have
’aam‘:x resched in 1922, During thet year the enrollment in the high school was
§1, and the amount spent for all whwl purposes was §13,417.80. The enrol-

, 1mmt had dropped to 48, and the smount spent in operstion of the school was

%s,m.m. The sarly growth end develapment of the Stilwell achools was

,aimnar to the other whwu of the mmwy.
The Third Rural High School To Be Established

The ‘mma rural high school to t;»a establishsd in the county wes ai
De Goko. The date was February 24, 1918, The first school was held in &
frams end stone ‘bn;ilding end during Mr. F. H, Glark's second year as super-
intendant, the émam& brisk bullding wes erected at = cost of $40,000. The
following table shows the growth of ﬁha‘m Soto raral high sehool from 1918

to 1984,

5 ysley Skinmer, in‘Regort of school oconditions o the sounty super=

intendent at Olathe.
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PABLE ¥
- De Soto Rurel High Sehool Statlstics®

L Gortifioation | umber of
Teachers of teachers pupils Coat Superintendent

| dife 1 B3 F. H, Clark
I 1ife 16 |J47608.85 | F. N, Clark
. 8tate | 8% 7886.78_ | Edwin Abels
o stebe T &7 Bdwin Abels
state ~ ~ 84 | 18800,00 Edwin Abels
Jmsbe 1791 PI0RL, A8 | Jawes Gastwood
y .. stabe 1 B] 1 12000.00 | James .
1 mtebe 78 1 James Hastwood
“wtate [ 76 | 18640,00 | Albert Cross
“mtate 1 76 | 18086,67 | Albery Gross
_stats | 67 | 14508,66 (Tbert Oross
atate | L% 15078,81 | Alberb gmn
' state . I 1 | 19288,02 bert Crous
T 1ife | 94 | .66 | 1, 0, Alleman
—iife | @ 20544,14 | W, O, Miomen
T8375.08 ‘
01560.40

0

m

f
Q

.Lifﬁ s QS e Uy okel
iife | 108 [

‘ ] o G Hie L
Read teble thus: bwrm& 1918 De Soto employed four teachers who held life
esrtificates, There were 53 in the high school, exd the smounty spent was
$uvsvss Superintendent was Mr. F. H. Clark,

ool enfon) mwqu;m_@;@?@‘w@ o) &1# >

Mk
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The writer was unsble to assount for the great fluetuetion in the en-
rollment. The enrollmest in 1938 was 67 and increased to 138 in 1929, and de-
oressed 5¢ pupils m 1680, The table ghows thet the smount spent on educe-

t'ierihw not deoressed .s’.& mueh a8 in other ruml sohoole of the county.
The Fourth Rural High School

%m‘iw rural high sehool was esteblished June 28, 191%. The
sbatistios show that in 1054, there were five teachers in the high school
holding life certificates, The present enrollment is 72, fThe growth of the

Stenley Rurel High School is typioal of the others.

6 Gompiled from the Reporke of the De Soto high sohool superinben=
dents to the county superintendent ab Olaths.



The Pifth Rurel High 3chool

Bext m order of rurel high schools to be established was the Spriag
,fuﬂl High School, which was established on March 26, 1920. The qualifica-
tioms of the teachers are good, ore A,B, and five B.B. degree beachers being
employed in 1934, |

the Sixth Fupal High Sokool To Pe Bsteblished

The 1917 1&51;&&&@# pmm& s lew forbidding the orgsnisstion of
mmzery for a rural high sohool unless the valuation was $2,000,000 or
mrn." One ar the most onﬁctanding of these territories to establish e
vm‘ml high Mnl wm the nistoric Shewnee Misslon st Werrisa, Kensas, The
Shawnes Eiaaion rursl high school wes ogtablished on Beptember 26, 1981, The
serrikory hed a velustion of 418,000,000 that year. The following table shows

the development of the sehool from 1921 to 1934,

: % Publie
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TARLE VI

Shawmee Mission Rural High School Stebisbice®

| Certificabion | Number of
sar | Toachers| of beschers | pupile |  Coat Superinbendent
921 1ife | | | »
(1] i2 Jife Y “D. &, Vorgsn
w4 12 1ife TnE 7. L. Yorgen
AN 1iPs 250 ~ %, &. Morgan
526 | 12 iife o7E T, k. %rgm
537 12 iife | 829 Dr & W0
928§ 1T e @ T, A @m
(L) 18 1fe 1 4Bg B, 5. Novgen
o980 | 21 _3ife 1 BT "D k. dorgen
9gL_ | 82 Tife —BgE ksaagm” [ D, & Vorgan
552 25 “{ife 566 | 820b6.57 | D. k, Worgan
068 | 28 1ite 66| 78078.87 | D. &, Morge
951 25 _Tife V68 T GISEL08 | K L. &‘I”'w

end table thusQ “’n 1023 twelve taa@hars were employed, all beld life cerw
ificates, There wers 191 in the high sohool, and the amount spent was
168,172,.47, including mew bullding. BSuperintendent was D. A, Morgen,

The present Shawnee Mizsicn mra.l high schosl building is sconsidered
me of the best sohool buildiugs in the stabe, It is the best equipped build-
ng in Johnson County. Albhough the table shows thet the amount of expendi-
ares has beon deoressed, no &aﬁhk due to the present ecomomic conditions,
he Shewmee Yission school iw the only schesl in the county thab shows a
radual incroage in the enrollment; an incresss of 472 pupils in elsven years.

A summary of the rural schools of the ecounty showing the districts,

res of the distriots, the valustions, uumber of teschers, end the enrollnent

or 19%4 i a8 fallmsg

Reports of superintendents Morgen and
intendent's office &% Olathe.

Biemmial Report of the State
L

8 stetilstics oompiled From the
rosg, as filed with the county super

® Gompiled from the Twenty-Bighth
ntendent of Publio Instruction, BNBEE ¢




TABLE VI

Sumry of dJulmson Counby Rurel Sehools, 1954

2 71
e

r of o rea of dlat ' |
distriet | Towm  {8quare miles | Valuation| Teachers | Barellment

26 41881,

431 @t

970

7y WY

5 TIEN.

48 ‘ R708,268 1
L S % 67,488 1

L1 E 1 S160.826 1
_ | Shawmee Mission] 50 118857,186 | ;
Read table thwuss; Distriot number 1, locsted st Edgerton, 85 sguare miles

in distriet, valuation $1,851,970, employs four teachers, and has 64 en-
rolled in the high sshool.

;‘ ‘1L " * .’

Dlatolaleis

| Mrding %o De mxm?‘? the nheaiﬁéw:i.on of the high sshools of
Johngon Couweby ia ss follows: Clews "A" and members of the North Central
Assooiation: De Sobo, Shewnee Migsion, Olathe, mod Spring Hill, Those ine
eluded in class "B high schools are: Edgerton, Garduer, Stanley, and

Stilwell. dJohnson County ab the present time hes no consolidated sohools.

- o v Supsrintendent of Schools (1938),
10 gecords of dohnson Counby Supe T oReaL888).

Miss Dorothy De Vault, County Superintendent

ey



CHAPTER VIII

. THE FIRST THACHERS

}’mo missionaries among the Shewnee Indlans in 1620 were the Tirst
peachers in the territory now comprising Johmson County, Kansas, The Rev,
thomes Johmson end his followers mre herole pi«man; they i;xmiwd the
phonetlc slphabet; erosted thwwriﬁwa lenguage;. thsy wrote dietionariss sud
song books; and gave to the In&im# the Bible and the Christian religlon.
The missionuries went into the rude 19&3% and wigwans and mﬂk for the
‘gick; awriﬁ‘ioe& home and‘.friéndu,.: a:nd‘i'mqmnhl& many of them dled alome on
the preirie that the Indlans might be instrusted to lmow the betber and higher

wmy of 1ife,
Pirst ‘@ewiﬂaﬁﬁm Lawr

The Piret aohool law euacted by the territorisl Legislature which met

fn July 1866 in the Shawses Uission school building reads as follows:t

Sehools to be open and free for every class of white cbil~
drel..ase At the same time it wes provided concerning the free
gohools that no secharisn instruction shall be allowed in the
common sehools :

The first school lew of 1855 eleo provided that before &ny teaaher in the
common schools could receive & galary for his work from the funds of the com~
won sehools, the teacher mush secure from the gehool distriet inspector &

cartificate of his morality, The school lew of 1858 which oreated the office

of the county superintendent gave this offiee the power bo essmine 8ll

‘ Blennisl
1 ailen B, Lemmon, "Herly gehool Laws" in First end Second
Reporb of Supe ri:,'mmlt’af Publio Instruction gFabe Printer, lopeks,

Eak)




68
teschors, The lew vesds s follows:®

The county superintondent shell exemine all cendidates
proposing to tesch in his county, and give to each candidete
- found gualified & certificete, to be in forem for one year from
dete of approval, if not sconer revoked.
The school lew of 1858 further provided that the State and County Swperinten-
dents are required before enterisg wpon their duties, to take the oath of
sllegiance bo the United States end o the State Government, To prevemt the
children from being baught or instrusted by persons of doubbful loyalty, the
county superintendent was suthorised to sdninister this oath to sll csn-
didates proposing to teach at the ﬁm of thelr examination.
The Yew of 1861 gave the County Superintendent the full power of exam-
ining all teachers in his cowty. The law roads as follows;®
Sectien €. The counby superintendent shall examine
axmually il persong offering themeelves as teachers of commoxn
schools in his counbty, in regard %o morel sheraster, learning,
and wbility to tesch sehool, sud he shall give Yo each person
examiped and found qualified to teach, & certificate, signed by
him, officially; and, any pereon reveiving such sertificate shell
be deemed & qualified teacher, within the meaning of this set.
hoeording %o this lsw the county ‘superintendent had the power to grant teach-
ing certificates to any porsons, who, in hie judgment hed the ability to
 teach and were of good moral character. ‘
The achwi law of 1864 provided that the gtate Superintesdent should
hold & tescher's institute in oach Sepatoriasl disbriet in the State, The lew

of 1865 provided:¥

2 1pid.
8 M&aimn Laws of Ksusas, chapter 76, p. 269, (1861)

4 Loo elt, AMEDR, P 43, ‘ ‘



67

e i e ey Sl B e

hhe.% the temchers should be mqu;mag%zyagzgﬁdtx ?ﬁ:?.g&?a
In the absence of suffisiont fasilities in the way of Normal Training schools
0 prepare teachers, the Teacher's Institute was en 'iwpaMt department in
eurly oounty sduoatlonsl systeme. The Johuson County inabibube wes held each
year for & period laetisg frow four to ten weeks. The best instrustors
available were smployed to have ahﬁwga of the work, aud ag & resuld of the
{nstitutss there wss supposedly & marked lmprovement ’&n the quelifleations
of the teschers. | |

The low of 1689 i}mviﬁad that the eounby superintendent should recelve
sampie wmpmaﬁm for w.ﬂ. sarvices of copduoting the tesmchers' institute,
and should spend his entire bime in looking after the school interest in his
eounty. ’Aﬁ‘ this time the examinabion of teachors was teken Irom the counby
superintendent and given to & board éf county examiners of three members.
The county aupwinta&:éent md two eompetent persons, to be sppointed by the
county commissioners, am’éﬁm‘md the sounty baaré of temcher examiners.

Qrgmi:aﬁim of Tesoher's Ingbitube in Johuson Comnby

Mmﬁr&!m‘g to the report of counbty superintendont m,g domson
County Teaciwr'é Institube was orgenized in 1868. The report reeds:

. We have organised & gongher's institute, and sxpect to
hold sessions twice each years we discourage select schools
pecause they injure the common gchools, which sre the hope of
the psbion. We are endeavoring to ralse the stendards of
quelifications in teachers, and wagos, #o &8 to seoure the Dost
teschers in the land. Ve sre in great want of compebent inw

- structors,

5 ifssac T.; Goodnow, "dohnson County® in Annml Report ofsmﬁ Superin-
tandent of Publie Instruction, Topeks, KEensas, re s Ds 88, .
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ghe success of the institube, county superintendent lews insisted upon
sttendanee of cvery teacher in. the county. lLowe nlec insisted that all
didates for teachmgv poslitions must u%mmﬁ the institute., It wes found

& meny of tho beachers feared the lnstitute snd ite examinations, and

¢ dodged the meotings of the firet session. Ume of the oubsbanding woake
ses of the first instltute iﬁﬁa&&mxz County, wae that teachers falling
attend could, by paying one dollar, secure & privete examination. Poor
wchers preferred to pay the one dﬁlmr i’é:« the privete examination then bo
e a public exhibifion made of their lsek of qualificabions. These pri-
te sxaminabions were aomiﬂa;a&_a suisenos and defesting the real purpose

the instibute, They were soon sbolished,
First Teacher's Instltute Huoseasful

The first meetings of %a:zw' 4ospher's institube was suosessful aocording

, Superintendent laws report of 186G, The report reads 68 foltows:®
e held & very interesting peacher's Intitube of five
deys in Sephtember, which was sttended by wost of our efficlent

tenchers. Those who needed. it moet gteyed away. fhis fall we
nuve s better cless of seachors engaged than ever befors. Qur
i1gion has been menifested

prospects ard nopeful, though much 0ppo

by the frieads of incompetent teachers, e heve endesvored to
elevate the standards of qualifications by grading the gertifiontes.
Some of our schooln have waan worthless, others poor and soma first
cless,. ' ‘

ne teachers labored wmder very pear o@ndwiona,

s best they knew how withoub eny outeide sid, The parents

Meny of the $eachers worked
paid the taxes

ud sent the children %o n»omoh but here thelr duties would stop. The
arents seldom came to the school hous® to visit the pupils and teacher ab

the report that many persons depired that thelr

rork. It is seen from
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s would be given teaching positions regerdless of their teaching
1ities.} this perhups influenced the early qualifications of the tescher.

Graded Certificates

Johmson Gounty in 1869+1870 issued three grades of cortiffcates, ALl
yplieants for the third grade sertificate wers required to pasa & satis-
webory examination in sll the bmmas ordinarily teught in the eommon
shools.? Applicants for the seoomd grade mrﬁii‘iw&ua were oxsmined in all
by bmahag of: vm third, and osrtain other sdditionsl branches. Those
oplying for the first grads certificate were examined in a1l the branches of
he gecond and ’Ghird grades, aﬁd in soms of the higher branches such as
dwaneed algebra and gewﬂrm The exanining board had the power to revoke
. eertificate on the grounds of incompetency, which removed the chances of
my ebuse ariasing from the axﬁmaiou of the timo during which & gertifionte

. The Effests of Many Graded Cex yifiontes

County Superintendent Smith reporta as follows in 1670:°

Qur examining mill does not perhaps turn out &8 wany
tonchors &8 Pormally, bub the quality we think s betber, Ab
thie there is considerable grumbling, Our desire and aim is %o
elevete the "people's follege” so that thelr {influenee may bo
inoreage@@osse Tould it mot be well to extend the tine of oer-
sificatea; for instance, firet prede, two yearsy gecond greds,
eighteen monthsj and the third grade, one yoart

$hat because 8o WAXY grades of teas
of necessity indicate & very low
meny in the teaching field who

hor's certifieates

The records indicated
standard of

were issued, some of them would

gqualificstion. This hed & btendensy b0 place

ounby ﬁmrinmmt*u offise, Olathe.

7 Dorotiy Do Vaulb, Reporte in ©

8 m Qi‘h# Lemmon s Parb v, pe 78,
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were utterly incompatent, The writer found in the yecords of the sounty
superintendent's ufflse, that a porson holding a third grade sertifiocate
would often bimes offer his services for onsethird less thean one who held a
firgh grade cerbificate, Often this was the sbrongeat argument for the em-
ployment of the persen less qualified to tesch., It seemed that all applicant
holding low grade certifivatea stond in the way of the compﬁmt tenshers,
and this hes had 2 tendensy to reduse the competant teachers' weges,

Teacher's Certificate of 1870

The following ie & copy of the teacher's certificete as uged in t
Jahnson Gam’cy in 16?019 - ‘

» It ia hﬂtﬁhy gartifi&d that «vu'p-uﬁoﬁ:biwagvautobqtiou
has been examined im all the branches required to be taught in
the pommon achools, snd in other branches, and having fur+ ‘
nished satisfactory evidenwe af good moral sesee.s grade cer~
tifisate for the cownbty of Johnsou, State of Kenead.

This certificate sm.l be valid ,,..vuve months, unless
sovner vevaked,

The following is h..,.. per cent of standards in the
several branches under consideration: OrthoeDY¥.csssa,
Orthograptysvesees ROBAINL v esae, PORMETSRED 0 nvn ey
nggfﬁﬁhyqﬂwawcu Hantal ﬁrithmﬁhiea..,.», Englishesseses
GramBlesesess Dritbon Arithmetitc.sse«, Fhysiology end
Hygien@evssovs HAD Drawing,svew., Vooal Wusis......, United
States Eiﬂtﬂw‘iﬁq Ty ﬁiﬁharyga esvny ThEory and Practiogesseess

Dated oL ..osevensua this &A#Qbkw.ﬂﬁy of wb»g+nucnvu«-a-‘137v¢-
rousensucivsnsuvnvonnsrs DOBPY of
dAEHGRRERANRIEES U LS R UB YN ﬂoumﬂy

L R HAPRARTORRAF AN SV N AN Bxaminers,

The sbove certificate was walid only in the county where issued.

® 5, D. MeCarty, “Teasher's G@rtimmbua“ in Eausas School Lews af
J.m, Geo. Martin, printer, Publie Printer, Topekm, p. 66
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Btate Diplamas

| In 1877 the State Hoard of Bduostion was formed,1® It consisted of
the $tate Superintendent of Public Instruetion, the Chancellor of the State
Wiwﬂi’by, the President of the State Agrioulturel delltga, snd the prine
slpals of the Emporis and Leavemworth Normsl schools, This bosrd was eme
powered ﬁé ismue ﬁmt« diplomes to such pmi‘eui&mﬂ teachers as miy be
Poumd oritical examination to possess the requisites of scholarship end
oulture, and who mey also sxhibit satisfadtory svidenve of en unexceptional
- moral ah@maﬁw, and of eminent pmfswiéml éxparimm and ability, and who
have taught for two years in the state. The law of 1877 reads es railmrsa
The state diploms shall supersede the necessity of any
and sll other examinations of the person holding the same by
counties, clties, or looal board of exsminers; such diplomss
shall be valid in any eounty, oity, town, or school dlstrict

in the stete during the life-time of the holder, unless revoked
by the state board of examiners,

8tate Certificates

The State Bosrd of Educabion also lesued abato certificates of two
grades; one for three ysars and one for five yoears. The holders of such cerw

tificates were entitled to teach in any sounbty, olty, or town in the stete.lt
Establishment of the Hormal Institute

The mormal insbituie wes organised ln Johnson Counby in 1874,12

10 Allen B. Lemmon, Kensas Sehool Laws 3_@_ 1877, Geo. W. Marbin, State
Printer, Topekn, Kansas, p. 31 (1877).
11 1p44,

12 somn Fraser, "Report of Johnson County" in Fourteenth and Six~
teenth Annual Repork of the Superintendent of Public Insbruction, Stete
Frinter, Topeka, p. B8, ' '




Gounty Superintendent B. $. MeFarland reports ss follows,

: The people of this county without an exosption so far as
iegzgg ‘been abi;a tg learn, wish the state %o laas: the normal
sohools seversly slone, They believe that pri jerpris
s do Ls pebben. N Y private enterprises

The report of 1876 shows that 106 sttended the normal institute ab Olathe
the first year of its organization. According to the report of oounby asuper-
intendent ﬁardgukw‘ in 1877, one hundred snd seventy~four sttended the seeond
poymel institute, To quote Murdook:

. The edusational work done in this county has been very en-
souraging, espeeially during the past year, 1 speak of the
earnest, practisal every day work dome in the slass room. I don't
believe there is & vounty in the state which has a more live,
enthusiastic corps of working teachers than Johnson Counby, Our
present normel institube system has done much for our teachers.
It might be batber if the cousty conmigaioners were required to
make an sppropristion for the normal, last yorr we hed 106 in
sttendangs, this year we have 174,

Aosording o Stanleyl® the following county institute certificates were
\ssued by the State Board in 1880:
Ingtructor's cortificatoss (1) H. A, Darnell, gardver;

2) ¢. S. Hesbloton, De Sotoy (3) Sam 8, Simons, Spring Hill;
4) 5. P. Bubeh, Olathey (5) and W. 8. %ugglw. Conduetor's

Appiim-’ca for Teacher's Certificates in 1895

Aceording to Smlaym there were one hundred and seventy-nine appli-

18 100 oit, lewwon, p. 36

14 pomund Stesley, Temth Biennial Report,
Imtruatian', Kansas. pp. &7=o%s

Superintendent of Publie

' ' 3 - erin % of the Gardmer High
* wpe, H. A. Dernell served es auperintendent g
Sohool From 1896 to 1898, My, S, W. wmrﬁggu mp«rinmmﬁ of
0lathe High Schoal for two Years 1897 898,

15 14, p. 122,
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cants for teacher's certificates in 1885, Bightyetwo of the applicants
failed to pass the exeminations., Six persons were granted first grade scer-
tificates, 58 were issued second grade ocortifieates, snd 53 were granted
third grede certificates, Johnson County empleyed 106 teachers in 1896; of
this number, one held a state certificate, 21 held first grede ocartificates,
52 held second grede certificabes, snd 3% held third grade certificates., In
1896 one hundred snd ninty-one took the exsminatlons and eighty-four failed.
During this year Johnson ﬁonn#;v employed 112 temohars; of this number, 12
held state certificstes, 12 held first grade cortificates, 54 held seoond
grade certifiecates, and 34 held third grade certificates,

Between 1896 and 1901 very little was done %o regulate the certifica~
tion of teechers, The county mrﬂfimtm were not disturbed, and were
sllowed to funotion unbampered, In 1808 the eduoational requirements of
teaghers of the ocounty underwent an extonaive change with the introdustion of
the professional certificabe,

Third Grade County GQrﬁﬁewe Diseontinued

In 1925 the third grede county sertificate was discontinuved, The cer-
bifioates which eould be issusd by the sounty board of exsminers were limited

to the first and second grade certificates.
feachars of 1034

Aoocording to the records of the sounty superintendent's offioe the

, 16
following indicates the qualifications of the temchers of the counbyt

16 pecords, Counby Superintendent's 0ffice, ’
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Edgerton 4 life certificate teachers,
Stilwell 4 11f¢ osrbificate temohers.
De Soto 6 life certifioate teachers.
Gardner & life certifionte teamchers.
Shawmee Mission - 2B 1ife certificate beachers.
Spring Hill & 1ife certifioate temchers.
Olsthe 16 1ife certificate teachers.

)84 Johnson County levied an sverage of 2,40 mills for the support of its
,eacher sohools. 7The tobal taxable valuation of school property imclud-
puildings end grounds of the oneteacher wan §25,218,304.  For 81l the
¢ more teacher public schools of the county, 8,14 mills were lovied for
» support. The total baxable valuation of the districts was $49,516,215.
total estimmted velue of all schools in the sounty in 1984 including the
dings end grounds was $1,437,228.




CHAPTER IX
BGHOOL STATISTICS FROM 1861 TO 1984

This chapter will be devoted entirelyito“ the pwsﬁn*l:a‘iﬁian of pehool
statia*bim from 1861 to 1954, Sahwl regords and aaunhy ‘suypsrintendentts
: mpams showing *bha sondition of the aohoolu ;xriar to 1881 ere very incom
plete due 4o two reasons: (1) B8 wWas stated i.n chs,p'cor IV, the 1aw ar 1868
pmvidﬁd for the ehaica at the general aleation eash year of a county supers
intendent, The first county mparintanﬁpm of aohw,ls‘ ‘ixn Johmson County was
eleoted in 1869 as provided by this law, but the first ‘county puyariﬁtmdgnt,
Mr. We Bhria’siabn; did not m.ke a school report béuaujaa the oi;fim"mt abol«
ished & few months after he entered office, (2) And asm ‘_paimmi’ out by Hunt
in Chapter VI thet in the eerly history of Kansas the coumty superintendent's
snnusl report wes no doubt comsidered of very little walue. The office of
oounty superintendent wes re-created by the adoption of t*!:;ha Wysndotte Cone
stitubion in 1859 mnd was put into operation when the stmte was admitted
into the Union im 1861, The first school report was f‘ils(ad during thah yosr.

To make the meaning of the dete oclear, Charts X, II, III, ami IV show
the aversge length of the aschool yesar, expenditures fox wll achool purposes,
youths of school sge, and the total enrollment in all schools of the county.



TABLE VIII
JOHESON COUNTY SCHOOL STATISTICS 18611934

} Nuwber Total Expeonse Estimated Value
. School | Youths of | School for all Sechool | of all Behool
Year } Distriets| Schoel Age | Houses ' Purposes Propsrty

84 537 ' '
) 628

— 38 1286
LT T (1)

44 21306
B2 2846
56 313 ~

63 4014 45
73 1605 5]
7= 4921 33

3 __6b60 | &8
50 ~ 5650 a8
88 _BTZT_ 88
B9 5846 88
0 57187 80
51 B787 BT
58 __ 6251 0
52 sEo8 | 56

, [ 8676 o7
LEE0 13 6886 | 108
TIB8L 3% e17% 100

Eead tsble thus: In 18861 there wers 34 school districts, 587 youkks of school age, 543 enrcllsd. The
gehool Serm wae § months, elo.

B4
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PABLE VIII (Continued)

- B
econ ey

Romber Bobnol , Total Expense Estimated Value
Sehool | Youths of | Schoel| Total - Term in Teashers for all School | of all Sehool
Year | Distriete | Behool Age | Houses | Enrollment ﬁhﬁﬁhﬂ ‘ : Purp@sos ] Property
1910 96 5454 98 | 3205 8.0 38177.79 185200.00
1911 98 4568 100 8897 1 8,0 48966.80 1 150800.00
igiz | o7 247 | 101 5768 B0 50844.06 164000,00
1518 £ 5096 1 98t BBilg | 8.0 g7esd. 07 171445.00__
igid £ 5229 98 1 3218 | 8.0 128818.52 {___2ipsoz.00
1516 S8 5272 S8 8211 | 8.0 120042.74 ' 8585750, 00
“iIS16| 98 5266 | 98 | 3218 8.0 174984,60 $20241.00
1917 6 5iid S8 | 5204 I T 140574.78 1 261800.00
1818 96 1 4ooe 1 Go | 3828 8.0 81061.92 | 176678,67 _ | 345930,00
1915 56| Boie g9 S808 | 8.5 81%86 sﬁ ___175783,67
1520 %6 | 65196 104 | s08 | 8.5 ‘
1521 L3 — b6be 105 $847 8.8 €
1 —_$6 | 766 06| 8610 | 8.5 811761.68_
%28 |  ¢6 BG4y | 104 |  s615 §.0 991602.97
1524 98 606|108 $809_ 5.0 1198410.00
3 $6 5248 | 106 5043 =0 1047542.00
1526 o6 — 8460 106 | Bios | 8.0 1146856.55
1627 §6 | 8850 106 4368 175.0 1420245, 53
1828 (13 5822 105 4401 .0 _1788741.00
1889 [ G150 104 | aasd 9.0
1830 ] €714 104 4548 5.0
531! o5 7081 104 4886 5.0
3 g5 TEAE | 104 4858 :
T 7628 104 “B174 5.0
I8 1) T804 104 8012 9.0
L4

C@ii&é from the mty*iﬁhth Eii&l Beports of t&g State Superintendent of Publie Instruetion, =

Prizted st Topsks. Kansas, 1877-1924.
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Showing Average Length of Sehool Term in Months

Months

¢ 8.6

7.8
7.8

- Bead table thus: In 1861 the sehool term in monthe wes

1867 1871 1861 1891 1901 1911 1om1 1980 1084
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Thousands Expenditures for all Behool Purposes

§

500

450

400

560

$35%,302
$357,664.08

250

160

100

ainsninnans

viser 1oma leer el lsen sl 2l 131 198

$54,000
,000
$49,000
562,000

B0

]' $48,000 \

Read beble thus: In 1871, §64,000 was spent for
sohopl purposeR«

* Ko report for 186l.



Showing Yoush of Sohool Age
B %o 21 yonrs

Youths of sohool age

8000

7,087
7»

| 000

18,378
| 6,208

i 6,147

5,682

6000

5,560

~ |a.0es

2000

1000

L

1861 1871 1861 1881 1601 1911 1921 1M 1984

Reed table thus: In 1861 there ware BS7 youbha of sehool
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CHART IV

Tobtal Envollment in all Sehools

g,012

6000

4,927
4,824

5000

4,666
4,685

8,714

4000

3,807
3,347

meag

1861 1871 1861 1891 1901 1811 1921 1981 1954

Reud teble thus: In 1881 there wers 548 pupils enrolled
ia all schools ~



CHAPTER X
SUMMARY AND QONCLUSION

In summsrizing & study of this type porhepe 1t is best to treat each
division briefly. Omly the most promiment engles will be treated in thise
shapter,

'ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SHAWNES WISSION SCHOOL. The first school in
the berritory now comprising dJohnson Gowaty, Kensas, was the Shawmee Jiission
sshool established by the Rev. Promes Johmson end his followers in 1830. The
| oiﬂ wmission was the lergest and most i@orta,nt of wastern missions., Thomas
Johnson and his ) followers conbinued %o toach and work for the enteblishmext
of the common gohools of the county after the olose of the misslon gohool in
| 1864, ‘ |

ESTABLISHMENT 03? JOHNSOR COUNRY. Johmson County was organized in 1865,
#Within the present houndaries of the county, Andrew H. Reeder, the flrst
Territorial Governor of Kansas gel up the first sapitel in -‘ab& Shewnee lission
sehool, In this old nistoric Shewnee lfission gohool the first school lews
were enacted. | ;

BARLY SEHOOL LAWS., The first sohaol law enseted in 1856 provided tor
the establistment of common schools in the comby, The Law of 1858 created
the office of the counby superinbondent, the office WAz abolished the fellew-
ing your, and re-created in 1861 when the State waa admitbed into the Union.
The Hon. Jemes N, Hoteware wos plooted the firet rerritorisl Superintendent
of the common schools. M. W, Christison wad the first oounby superintendent
of Johnson Counby.

ESTABLISHMEN? OF THE COMMON ECHOCLS, The g1rut sohools establiened
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for white ohildren were in 1857 as provided by the territorisl sohool laws
of 1866. All of the first schools were private ones, m first private
school in Gardner was taught by Hiss Myra D. Shean, now Mra. J, W. Sponmble.

- The schodl diwﬂam wore organived as early as 1858; the first publie school
opened the following summer, Spring Hill, Nonbieello, Bdgerton, De Sobo,
Ooheltres, and Olathe all sstablished common mehools as sarly as 1857 and
1868. The first and perhaps the only college in the cownbty was established
by Prof, ¥, R, Poole in 1875 in Olsthe.

EARLY SCHOOL PROBLEMS. The outstanding school problems of the sarly

¥chools were aa followsa: ‘,(i) ‘mmm mhoal ax; many of the rich settlers
could pot understand why they should be baxed ‘*bo. educate the shildren of the
poor. (2) Vﬂﬁa of ishe»l superintendent; the first county commissioners were
in favor af the aaunw uuyarinﬂsmdanh meking as little expense as possible
énd doing as 1ittle as possiblo beceuse it cost money, (3) Texbwbooks: the
puer n‘@W&am coming inbto the berritory could mot purchawe books for thelr
children, "rhé question af free textebooks ceuse many districts to be taxed
in aﬁdit:l}.a?:a b0 furnish them. (&) Irregular attendence; the parents living
within & school distried ﬁeu:,d asee to it ﬁh&t gll the children were reported
8o as to keep the sohool tax as low as possible., Bub 41d not foree EM
children to attend school.

HMENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS, Oardner has the distinction of

having the first high school in the aounty. This high sshool was esteblished
on November 7, 1874. ¥o definite high school course was offered until 1896,
the first year of high sehool work wae offered during that yoar, The second
year of high school work was offered in 1897, the third in 1890, Mr. J. W.
Gowans served aa mwrimmmém from 10085 to 1906, Under Gowans's super«

vision the full four year high school was established, XNo grost progress was

R
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mede in the Garduer school wabil 1920, The enrollment that year was 100. In
1932 Welber H. Burden was the aupérﬁm;and@nt. - The enrollment inoressed to
108, and $19,962.02 was spent f;'ér 51l sehaol purposes. Olathe high mh‘nui was
established on November 14, 1874 just one week after the establisiment of the
Gardner high school. The early growsh aud development of the Olathe high

sohool was similsr to thet of the Gardner high aschool.

MENT OF TR RUBAL HIGH SCHOOLS. The first rural high school
in Johnson Cmmby wes sstablished ot Rdgerton in 1916, The county's six
rural high schools were esteblished in the following order: (1) Edgerton in
1816, (2) Stilwell in 1917, (3) De Sobo in 1918, (4) Stanley in 1919,
{5) Spring Hill in 1920, (6) Shawnes Mission in 1621, The Shawnee Mimsion
Rural high sehool is the lergest in the sovmbty with en snrollment of 668 in
1954, and is the only school in the counby that hes shown & gradusl increase
in the 'anmnmnﬁ since its sstablistment, The district hes a veluation of
$15,367,18€ in 1934, s

. CERTIFPICATION OF TEACEERS. The first teachers in the territory now
somprising Johnson County were the Rev, Thomas Johnsen and his followers.
The firet school law governing the certificeation of teschors was enasted in
the present boundaries of the county. The quelification of the first
teachors was that they must have a good moral character. The law of 1858
ereated the office of the county superintendent and gave this office the
power to grant three gredes of certifiontes: first, second, third, snd
fourth, The third and fourth gradaa' certificates were disconbtinued in 1928.
In 1861 the total amount pald all tsechors in the ocounty wae $800, The botal
emount paid all teechers in the county in 1984 wes $169,796.65.

SCHOOL STATISTICE FROM 1861 TO 1984, The following show the extent

of the growth and development of the sohools from 1861 to 1984
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(1) 8¢ school distriets in 1861 compared to $5 in 1954,

- (2) 46 sohool houmes in 1868 compared to 104 in 1954,

- (8) BT youthe of sehool age in 1861 compared to 7,304 in 1934,
(4) kverage daily asbandanos was 400 in 1862 compared a'ﬁ,mz in

& ¥

(5) The value of all sshool property wias #1,9&? in 1863 compared to
$897,656.00 in 1934,

(8) Average length of the school Gorm in 1861 was 3 mmha and in
1634 it wag 9 montha.

,(?) The 4otal exponditures for all school purposes in 1863 was
$1,782.€0 and in 1934 the tobal expenditures was $337,664.06.

(8) The total enrollment of all schools in 1861 was 348 and 6,012
in 1934,

{9) The gmaﬁea*b insrasce in the length of the ac}w@l term coaurrad
between 1861 end 1871. .

{10) The grestest inorvase im oxpenditures for all sohool purposes
ogourred between 1911 snd 1921, Incresssd £mm #48,000@ to
$558,3082, ‘

{11) The greatest incrssse in the number of yoxmhu of school age
{5~21) occurred bamn 1861 and 1871.

(12) The largest incresse inm the snrollment oomsurred betwsen 1661 and
1871, An inorease from 343 to 3,714.

(13) The Gardner high school was the firab high school to he established
in the county. The school was established on November 7, 1874.

(14) Olathe high school wes established on November 14, 1874, Tt was
the second high schonl Lo open in the counby.

(18) Gardnsr high sehool opened with one teacher and in 1834 there were
#ix teachers employed.

{168) The aversge male heschers rsceived $45 & monbh in 1874 and
received en averape salary of $115,25 in 1984,

(17) Bdgerton rural high sohool wes the first rurel high school in the
ﬂm’hyv

{18) The total expenditure for all sshool purposes in the Rdgerton rural
higk school was 81,412.7% 4in 1916, The tobel cost was §7,400 in
1984,

T T R T W T e T T
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(19) The establishment of the Stilwell rural high school in 1917
was the second yural high sehool of the county.

(20) The %hawnes Mission school distriet in the richeat district in
the county, It has & valustion of §18,357,156.

(21) Six years before Kansas wes sdmitted into the Union the firet
-oertification law was ensoted.

(22) "flggsmfﬁm of the county superintendent was first created in

{28) Johmeon Cownty Teashers Institute was organimed in 1868, ,
(24) The normal institute was organiged in Johnson Commty in 1876.

(25) In 1981 Johnson County spent $523,240 for all aschool purposes,
and §387,654 in 1038, ‘

(26) The total envollment in a1l sshoole in the sounty was 3,714 in ;
1871 and 3,547 1n 1981, (Deoresse of 367 pupils in 50 years.) !

(27) Total enrollment in 81l schools of the county in 1881 was 4,666
and in 1931 the enrollment was 4,665, (An inersase of 19 pupils
in 5O years.) - ,

(28) The Shawmes Mission rural high sehool is the only school in the
sounty thet hes shown a gradusl inereass in enrollment esch year
since its establishment in 1921, -

(28) Enrollment of the Garduer high school im 1920 was 100 and 108 in
1984, (Incresss of $ pupils in 14 years.) ‘

(30) Tha‘ firat sohool in G&r&ﬁar wes a private ome teught by Myra
D¢ Shean, (1857)

(81) The first public school in Gardner wes taught by Miss Mary
Williems in 1858. ‘
Limitations of the Study

The results obteined in this study agree with the rinilingt of other
investigutors, who have written histories of the county in whioh they have
dealt briefly with the grwﬁh and development of tha schools, Due to the
lask of time snd momey the study is mot as complete and thorough as could

have bgen made, The Kenses State Historlesl Soolety has a very complete sole
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leotion of historical meterial on the early growth snd development of Kensas.

One ocould spend meny profiteble years in studying this material, therefore
the writer wighes to enumsrate the following velated subjeots for furbher
gtudy:

(1) To Detormine Thet Effect the Mission Schools Had On the Bduce-
tional Sysbem of Johneon County,

(2) & Sumy of the Zarly Sehool Laws and mu Effect On the Bduca-
tional Sﬁﬁmt

(3) A Burvey of the Early School Problems and their Relation to the
- Present School Problems.

{4) A Survey of the First Rural Shools in Johnsen County.

(B) A Survey of the Growbh and Dowlﬁpment af' mmmmmwn of
Teachors in Jolmson Counby.



AFFENDIX

List of Johnwon County

~ Superintendents of Sohools From 1858-1954%

Hm , C ] Boms

, 1. w, %ﬂwium Olathe
Ly ¥y Blagett o Olathe ‘ 18
—55 Lawn | Tenesfleid |
4 W B SmiEh T 1De Sate 1 1RE
_5, 0. 5 Tpws Lanesfield
T " Olathe
Olathe
Olathe
leh«
" Qlad!
I Gia‘uhu
" 0lathe
T Olathe
Olathe
Dlathe

“J. Xelly Dlethe
"‘i‘?. ma.« L,

Lgmtm_ ~ 0Olakhe
"‘i""s.‘ﬁa:m ga'mw | G1lathe
Olathe
T Ulathe
Ointhe
—Olathe
Olathe
Diathe
Olathe
Olethe
Dlathe

1 gompiled from Records of the county superintendent's
of'fice, oumm 1984, and Trom the Records of the anausl re-

ports of the Superintendent of publTe Insbrustion, Kensas,
1865-1870. 8tate Frinting House, Topeka.



suparinﬁandumw of Publio Insbruchion 1888*198&

Territoriel Superintendents? .

‘Em . kk — | Date Served

1, James H, Noteware 1 18B7.1888

sxmel Wiley Greey T T 186 8-1861
| 5, John Gy Douglass | IB6lw ®

State Supsrintendenta®

O VO B E TR AT mﬁ‘m
%, Simeon W Thorod
, %, lesac T. Euam e
',-h ?wer mﬁ or

@a fﬁi@ﬂnryy

T 2}. ﬁoﬁa
18, I&mim @iim’mm Wwat@r

18, Emm ’m b%:uay

2 9, W. Wilder, The Aunual of Eensns. 1541«.1&315,
Printed at Topeks, 1886 pp. B88=084<

% Bieunisl Reports of State Superintendents of Publie
Instruetion, Eﬁuhﬁ“%%inﬁmg House, Topeks, Ransas, 1804-1085.

* John €. Douglasswas killed in the lewrence Massaore
shortly after entering offlice.
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8.
4,

6«
6.
&
8.,

9,

10,
i1,
12,
18.
14,

16,
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