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The women in Remnissonce drems present verioug interesting problems
to the student of literature, Among theso is that of the male predominance
in sutstanding eheracters., In meny ceses the womsn in contrast to i»;m
dramatic herces sppear to the uodern resder s lifeless and oolorless. Ome
neturslly wnmm whether these femnls characters astuslly r@m@m the
wonen of ths;t poeried or whether they are merely the produet m‘;‘ sooe ertifi-
clal patbern.

Although Georgiam i‘ﬁ_.ll in her Yiomen In English Iifle, Bartlett
Burleigh Jemes in his Women in Brpland, end John langdon-Davies in his 4
Short History of Tomen, 21l trest the histery of women in thie peried,

epparently no one has wede a study of the conps

retive relationship existe

ing between the

wonbn of history and the wonen of the drems, This study

wag begun for the purpose of determining whether or snot the geveral sssunp=-
tion thet dreme i3 & portrayel of Jife is true in the prewentation of the
women sharacters of Hensissenos drams. .

As » gensral beaekground fw‘thiu pbudy, o shord historical ssoount
of the bnglish women previous to the time of the Rensissance hne been inw
oluded, in order that the status of women at the “mﬁgimim@g of the sixtesnth
sentury mht be understood mors elearly. The ssoond phuse of this study
hes besn the development of ss opuplete snd se aooursts s ploture of the
1ife of the Bligsbethen women ug weas pomsible from the neterisl st hand.
Porty-two books desling with the history of Englend of this period, espe-
eially tresting the soeisl phage of Mmm'sr wﬁiﬁh revenls the manters and



@wwm of the time, have been mmlwm The next etep in this &Maﬂg&*
Cbion Snvolved a detedled examinstion of swe seventy-five pam Napmmnmmm
of this perfods Not 811 the extamt or aveilsble playe were @mmlﬁm bub an

mff%am’e: wed pade to mlw!; o8 mm»:!;y a8 possible those plagye amztmg wﬁﬂa

ey Mf« with spm&m& attention given tg the camediss of Manners .
: %xm seae of e plays read heve foreign sattings, they elearly mﬁ‘lma'& the
Mnmmpm lm m I‘ﬁlimm:m mamx snd heve, thorefore, mm a,mmma
m mmﬁm | e
 cospter I, as hus been ststed, is a historiel mmmm mm
| explains the stutus of women in Englend at the w&mﬁm@ pf‘ the memn
aﬂnwn In Chapber II sn effort hag been made te pmwm ~~%§w‘ ;smw
E1izabothan women im 1ts physiecsl, soeiel, morsl, religiovs, snd intellectusl
aspoobe, ne 1% is recorded in hisbory. ﬁim@w IIT prevents the life of the
women  of Blizsbethen féngland s 4% is revesled in the drawe and, further
mm@ﬁ the relution betwosn wonsss 9 they were in resl life snd ss they
wore geen on the Btage, |

The result of this investigetlon, it is believed, will be @ demen~
betwwen reality and drsmatic fiotion im the

gtration of the olose relation
- portrayal of women.



CHAPTER I
EYGLISH WOMBEN IN THE MIDDLE AGES

The position of women in England cannot be regarded as an orderly
éwlu*&i.m or of unvarying progrees, fhile improvement mey be detected in
one line, deterioration is evident in ano*bher;.l

At the beginning of the middle ages, when war wes freguent, certsin
eivil duties naturally fell to women, which in morse peaceful times had been
performed by mens Women beceme the spimners, the brewsters, snd the bakers,
Quite frequently, they controlled the affairs of the estate, and occcasionally,
held public offices of trust end importence, There were, st that time, no laws
to prevent women from doing these things; end the Iittest emerged from the
hum~drum of household duties, unhindered by conventionality or ra&ti-’iationmg'

However, thie freedom of sctivity was gradually lost beoause of the
rise of that powerful medieval institution, the churuh;s Although intro=
dused into Englend in 587, the church did not become = dominating influence
until after the time of Williem the Conqueror.* It wes the policy of bhe
church to keep women in a subordinate position for se long as they were
consclous of thelr position of inferiority and their duty of subservience,

they were valueble aids in building snd meintaining ecolesiastical power,

i Georgisna Hill, Vomen in English Life (Vol, 2, Londons Richard
Bentley and Son, 1898), 2 VOls pe :m%%f

Ibiﬂ»a ps vii,
® Ibids, pe ix.

%4 Allen €. Thomes, A Hlst of Lngland {Boston: Ds C, Heath and
Company Publishers, 191»5

L
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In order te enforce and stremgthen this dootrine of inferioritby, the charch
“held that thers was in women not only the sin common to ull humanity, but
an sdditions]l wickedness which was termed the "eternal feminine,” This
wickedness was held before men's eyes as n temptation to be constanmtly
werred ageinst. To shun the presence of women was to resist evil, Family
1ife was ‘something to be tolerated rather then approved. The celibate life
was considered the wvirtuous life. Even as late as the Pifteenth sentury,
the church upheld the epinien of Chrysostum in which he maintained that
woman was & "matural temptation, e desirable calamity, s domestic peril, a -
deadly fasolnation and a painted 111." Those interssted in the salvation
of souls must avoid women.®
Mich the game ides was expressed by Merbode, Bishop of Renmes, in
the twelfth century:
0f the mumberless snsres that the orafty enenmy spreads for us
gver all the hills and £ields of the world, the worst, and the one
which scarcely anyone can avoid is woman, sed stem; evil root,
vicious fount, whieh in all the world propagstes many scandals.
Yomen, sweet evil, honey and poison elike, anointing with the balm
the sword with which thou piercest even wis+ men's hearts, Who
- persuaded our first parent to taste the forbidden thing? A woman.
%ho forced the father to dofile his daughter? A women, Who
tamed the strong by robbing him of his hair? A women, Who cub
of f the smored hesd of & just men with a sword? A woman.-
tiomen were not esteemdd fit to receive the Buchsrist with uncovered

hends and, because of their wickedness, were forbldden te a{aprmch the

5 georglans HA1l, ppe oi%s, Pe 1%

€ ohn Langdon Davis, 4 Short History of liomen (New York: The
Viking Press, 1927), ps 278,




sltar, Virginity was regurded ns a state of espeoial sanotity, Ia sn
ags wh@n the messes believed in smupernstural appesrences snd interferences,
the emotional sensibilities of women were eesily appesled teo by the priests
and they unhesitently ylolded their freedom of sotion and thought to the
shureh. Then merriege of the priesthood was forbidden in 1215, concubinage
wae substituted for the intordicted msrrisge.” Debamchery spresd through-
ot the gw;mfy until it is seid that as many as one hundred thousand women
wore seduced for houses of ill-fame whioh were kept for the plessure of the
priests .’?
Although the chureh kept women in subjection, it unfolded o new life
for thems For Christienity brought with it a respest for womanhoed which
had not been known in the eneient world. The worship of the vii'g'in placed
women in & new lights Suoch reverence did much to elevete and purify the

8 The church teught men

idecls of women and to moften the msnners of men,
to respeot their wives snd sxerted ite influence agsinwt the tyranny of
their subjection to male relatives. It attempted to set twelve as the
minimm age at whish 5 girl could marry. Horeover it established the dogma
of +the india#dlubiuty of mrriagé.g Thus , the shurch befriended women in
a way that haataned the soquisition of real equality, which they now enjoy

with the other sex,10

7 W’clatt Barleigh James, Women of hﬂglan& (Philadelphin: The
Rittenhouse Press, 1907), pe 111, ‘

® Philip wan Ness Meyers, ﬂ!.a*bury 28 Past Ethios {Boston: Ginn end
Company, 1913), ps 3114

9 Langdon Davies, ops 0it., ps 257,

10 James , ‘“&q altay Do 109q
* In the dooument mnﬁitlad Inﬁ‘bruwiom :Ii"ar a Parish Priest, those
who were too wesk to live uprightly in & e6libate state were counselled
to take wives., Jemes, Ops oit., p. 110
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- Furthermors, the cohureh stood for lew and order in the turmoll and
dengers of were It was the oms refuge to which women conld go for securiby,
even though it proteotion was bought et the price of anthority over thelr
lives. MNoreover, during the middle ages, the convents retained great i?aw
portance in the education of women, for they offered the only treining for
glrls outside the heme. The universities ignored the existence of women
B ’baiﬁgs desirous of or sapable of asquiring knowledge. In all convents,
down to the time of 'b‘h_e Reformetion, lstin combtimaed to be siudied to some
extent, if only so far as to enable the mun 40 repeat her prayers,te follew
maus, and to vbm;mwim to the book of devobione Them, too, the lives of
women were spent in s round of narrow experience and duty whioch, at best,
st heve baen terridbly monetonous. To them, the w@m:& feasts of the
chureh with thelr prosessions and sersmonials, furnished sgreesble breaks
in their existence, This was espesolally true of the lower classes. Thus,
we find thet though the church plased women in a pwsition of inferiority, it,
more then eny other sooial force, gave women the dignity end the worth which
she later whmwdml A |

Other great factors in the position eaf‘ women in medieval times were
those of feudalism and chivalry. Although existent in ingland before the
rule of Williem the Uonqueror, feudslism waa reintroduced by him in s
developed form. The over-lord under feudalism had the right to demand and
enfores merrisge or remarrisge ss he saw f:.ic:la Marrisge wss not an affafir

of personsl sffection but of public averice, military tasties, and territorial

it lins Eckensteln, Wmmm Hnﬂmr anmstiaﬂ.am (Uambridges it University
Press, 1896), pe 456

iz Longdon-Devies, Op. M” pa R4T,




B
al}.i.anw.m It wes, therefore, not infrequent for a girl of five yesrs to
becone a hriaimm "Por vory need,” @mwglﬂ.imd o member of the noble femily
of Scope, ™ was Pein to sell & little deughter I have, for muzoh less thun

I should have done by po&aibilitya”m

Betrothal often took place when one
or both perties were in the cradle and marrisge when they were scarcely
out of {he mursefs charges
Wife beating was & recogpized right of man end was practised with=
out shame by high and low, Oune of the English translstlons of the fifteenth
century of the fashionable mamuel of the Kaight of la Towr Landry, thus
desoribes the proper treatwent of & seolding wife,
lie smote her with his Pist down to eerth end then with his
foot he struck her in the wisege snd troke her nose, and sll
her life after 1t wos s0 Poul blemighed. . « oTherefore, the
wife m;gh'l‘:.gﬁ suffrr end lel the hushend have the word and %o
© ba W%rul ‘ ‘
A woman who dsred oounsel her husband was greeted with & closed fist on

her wheak.w

Chivalry exalted the pesition of womaphood, Under chivalry, the
lady hed some rudiments of sduostion, Sueh as it wes, her knowledge exoeeded
the man's. She eould recite stories and romsnces, play accompaniments on the
harp or viol, wenve, Sew, embrolder, and repest same latine She could play
chess, knew a little falconry and aptronomy ,snd snough medicins to set A

brokon ams end to dress Wmmdmm

15 1pid,, pe 267 snd Goorge pmosuley Trevelyan, History of Baglend
(Hew York: Longmes's, Green and Company, 1946), pe 260

14 LengdonDavies, ope 0ibes Pu 268,

16 Trevelyan, 9pe 9ite, Po 2604

16 Langdon~-Davies, 0p» Sities Do 264

17 Treveylan, ope olte, Pe R0

18 Langdon-Davies, ope oite, pps 251 £1s
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Women of the upper classes, under chivalry, were placed in s position
of commend. It was the duty of the knights te grant thelr wishes and cerry
out their reguests, There never waé & time when wopen were more freguently
the subject of verse or worshipped with greater dwwﬁiomm Under chivalry
en idenl woamenhood wes arested that stirred the imepination and poetic fancy.
Gh&mlﬁ wag & protest egeinst tyrenny and viee. It fnepired men to noble
deeds: it geve thom a mors elevnted conception of duby. It dawned like
new gospel on s world in which the viees of paganism had iyiumphed over

20

its virtues.” Through chivelry, splendid idesls of womenhood were inteo~

ducsd into England.m
The extravagent reverence and regord psid women of the higher ronks
of sociely were not firmly besed ip inherent moral principles. It was an
eagy passsge from ideallized women to materialiszed women, Not wansnhood ;.
but personal graces came %o av&m the passionate devotion of the kuight.
In its later expression, the nature of chivalry was a fantastic end romantic
sdmiretion, which found expression in all kinde of extravsgances, Instesd
of an idel, w&mn begame & msre ‘bn;%zz |
This sentimentality is well illustrated in the nature of the knightly
devotion of thet age. When he was not in camp, the knight led an idle life,

which was spemt for the most part in sentimentel sttendsnce upon the ladies

19 F. Warre Coruish, Chivalry (New Yorks The Maomillan Company

Limied, 1901}, ps 283
20 Hill, op. ﬁu; Pe Ko
21 James, ope oites ps 107,

%2 1513, op. oits, pe %o
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of court or cestle, It was then thet his deeds of prowess wers rewsrded
by the lady to whtm he had pledged devetions With all the ciroumstances
of sutwerd respect for women surpassing in estentetion that shown by suy
other time, no age hed grfawhér license in the mesociation of the amxe&.
Gallantry came to signify bravery snd illicit love, It becmme customery
. for every lady to have u lover as well as s husband, Chastity was not &
virtue of chivalryed

the story of Blesnor of Aguitsins, the unhappy Qua‘axi"oi" Henry II,
who in her lster life frequently signed herself "Queen by the wrath of |
God," illustrates n phese of domestic infidelity om the pesrt of Henry II,
which had many parallels in Epglsnd. Moreover, it shows how easily the
demands of falthfulness were forgobben in the relations of life because
of the perfervid sentiment of chivalrous devotion,™

Thus, we find that the church put women on s social standing below
men but guided them toward the virtuous }fe anmd glorified pure womenheod,
espeeially through worship of the Virgin, Chivalry worshiped women ag
ideal oreatures, as the rulers of men, and yet 4t teught them to be corrupt
in their sooial reletionships. Both the chureh snd feudalism resched their
height during the twelfth sextury. By the end of the fifteenth century

both were rapidly deosying in powsr snd authwityqaa

48 James, ops oits, p. 107 L.
5 Ibide, pe 187
25 111, op, clts, p. x I




CHAPTER XX
EPOLISH WOMEN IV THE SIXTEENTH CENURY

Although the Rewsissanse did not emancipate women, it did olevate

4 Becsuse of its influence women booem

gumpsnions of men instoead of ahi%lﬁ# queens, During the Rensiswance
bessuse of the spresd of educstion, seaisl life underwent great changes,

The church way ne lenger the deminsting fores in Englend and the 0ld feudal

their general positions

systen hed mll bub diseppoared, Theught, hitherto stagnent, now beseme a
moving aﬁmﬁ Women began te emerge from the narrow home Lms into
sstionsl 1ife.

frest shanges took plase in the style of liviog of both the rich npd
the poor,” During Elissbeth's seign 1i%tle wes attemped in the way of
public Wullding. ¥or the wost pard, Tudewr architecture cowernmed itself
with the erestion of Mlumf 48 » rosult of Itelien influence, there
weg & surious mixture of the old and the new &n srohitesture, Comfort snd
statliness beosme the aime of the udlders,

Yeore and bebber furniture eppoared, Highly oroswental end massive
tublse, snd Windmor and Ferthingsle ohairs belong %o this peried. The
iamr woye pade without arms in order to socomodate the women with thelr

3 Jobn langdonsDuvies, 4 Bhort History of Viemen (Bew York: The
Vikdog Press, 1927) pe 300 ‘ \

2 Rdith Siehel,; The ﬁ«mgamm {New Torks denry Holt and Gompany,
1&1%); D A24,

3 4 " ; #n -
Goorge Guent, 4 Soelel letery of Englend (Londons Ge Bell and
Bone, Livdbed, 19013), ps 1e7e '

 prilip Boas and Derbare M, lshn, Sgolel Baolgrounds of Knglish
Jdterature { Bostony Livtle Hrown and Compeny, T0.505) » Do 90




enormous skirts, Buffets which showed the mew interest in turning and
sarving in woodwork appesred sbout 1580. The tops of these tuffets
afforded a place for displeying rare treasures of mejoliea, ohina, bronze,
and other eurioes.’ Day-beds were probably intreduced towards the end of
the sizteenth century, Bedsteads were made of ocsk or walmt end were
surtained with exguisite ﬁap%‘ﬂsry.g Emall truokle or trundle beds were
placed at the foot of the stending beds to mccommodate persomal gervambs,
These wore so bullt thet during the dey they were truckled or trundled
under the larger ‘md‘.? Exguisite gless work made its appesrance st this
time both for use and decorstion. Cerpets appearsd, at least in the homes
of the upper elasses slthough rushes snd herbs were still used in those of -
the lower vlasses,
A Dutoh traveller who visited England in 1560 writes,

~ The meat cleanliness, the exguleite finensss, the plessant and

delightful furniture iR every point for houssheld, wonderfully

rejoiced me; their chembers snd parlers strawed aver with sweet

heybs refreshed me; their nose-geys, finely intermingled, with

sundry sorts of fragrant flewsrs in their bed chambers md privy

roous , with comfortable smell chéered me up." - v

Grace wes regularly said before meals. The usual b&*&akfwt hcmr wasg

Bix~thirty, Dinmer wes served betwsen eleven and twelves ﬁ:upp@r was eaten

e B Sidnay lse, shalwap@w@*a England {mford: Clarendon Pmm, :
1816) Vol, II, p. 124°F,

6 whe most femous bed of this peried is the Great Bed of Ware
- which mesgured eleven feet sguare, Ibid., p. 126,

" 1oo. oite

® Bartiett Burleigh Jemes, Viomen of Lngle nd (Philadelphin: Ritten~
house Press, 18907), pe 224,




1o
about five. Fruit wes highly appreciated amav gmmlﬁr sultivated, Xitchen-
gerdening, which had been neglested in the fourteenth and fifteenth cenburies,
was revived under Henry VIIX, and gerdens furnished the Elizebethans with =
good veriety of vegetables, Tobasco w mﬁ'mmﬂ in 1565 and some thirty
years later was used by sll, rieh or poor, men or women, EKnives were brought
into use in 1563 but forks were not commonly used till 16l1le

Compleints were often mads that men flocked to London from the sounitry
and there wasted their money in revelry,
| Then hmsband hath at plsy set up his reet,
Then wife and babes at home s hungry goothy
and again, AT IR |

The ,ﬁ&aﬁe& may ’maap réwli all the yeere 9‘
And leawe the wife at home like silly foule,

. Gountry demes did not of'ten share in the jaunks te the capitels Bad
- ronds and lack of publio conveyances kept town and country apart. It was
not till 1589, thet cosches vmm used to any m'&ewb, even among the upperw
classes. The squire's lady knew nothing of the bustling life led in the
houses of London burgesses, where the wives were busy mansging the servants
and apprentises, mpmrint»mmg the eating and drinking, snd plapning the |
family mdrobmm The duties of the sountry women were good houe-wifery
and hospitality. In London, the labter was neglected. Men of all ranks
dined out frequently and supped at the tevern. The married women were fond
of teking life essy snd often left the ceres of the housshold to their

pervanbs 011

9 Georglane FL1l, Wemen In English 1ife (London: Richerd Bentley and
Son, 1898) Vol. I, p» 119, |

*° Lo, site

13 He Do Traille, Sosial Enpland (New York: G. Pe Putnem Sons, 1895)
Yol. III, P 577
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It wee marvellons to sonbinentel xnbmw;;'a that women should have
the large degree of liberty whish they enjoyed; and Huropeans, not undere
standing the English peint ef view, construsd such liberty as boldness.
Englend wes known s & "Pavedise for married women" by her contimeubal
friends, 1% A .. S

At oourt, the ladies studied Latin, Greek, Italisn and Fremshs The
elderly ones smmsed themselves with needlework, with the ﬁp&.mn@ w%al_._.‘
with books, either the Boriphures or hisbtories, and with writing or trens-
lpting. The you

nger ones pleyed lutes, oithermes, pricksong, snd sll kinds
of masiesl instruments., Meny were akillful in beautifying the body, '.m
MW how ‘é@ devise s xumber of delisate ﬂiahw»m |

The title "Horrie England” was not a meaningless term in Eligsbethan

" times but was' mapwig.llfy oherscteristic of the age. The old festivities

of Christmas, New Tear's, Twelfth Night, Plough Monday, Candlemss, Shrove
Tussday, Baster, Mey Day, and mexny others were still jubilently selebrated
with wr.i,m z.geauts and traditional aﬁatm ai' merry midﬁggm Out-

door gemes were mumereus snd included Football, termis, querter staff, and
single~stioks Shooting, fishing, hunting, m#d archery were fresly indulged
in. Card playing, whioh had besome populer about the middle of the Pifteenth
gentury, wag still the vogue, The ocommercial spirit of the sge entered into

% 100, otk

22 luey Ai¥in, Memoirs of the Court of Queen Elizabeth (Londons
Longman, Harst, Reese, Orme and . Brown, 1818) val, 1T, Ps BOSe

1 jande1l Greighton, The Ape of Llisabeth (New York: Chavrles
Soribner's Sons,1895), ps 204 T4
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card games and men of all olasses pleyed dice and osrds for money and
gaxboling b@»ﬁm & oomuon vioe, 3 meiﬁg. which had long been a favorite
ayusement, was freely engeged in by ell classes, Many new ;iamws such as
the golemn pavene, galliard, eerantv, levolts, Jigs, and hey,were intro=
duced st this times At court, dancing found an enthusiastic patroness in
Queen EMMWE:, who sanctionsd danoing on Bundays, She prided hersslf on
her graoce asg a dancer end engaged in lively paces a short time before her
dentn,}6 . | ‘ '

Stow, in his Survey of London, says that on summer holidays youths

exeroised in‘lagpimg, duncing, shooting, wrestling, cesting the stone and
practising thelr shields, The naidens "ripped in their timbrsls” and
danged as long as they ocould see,17 Girie delighted {iu playing in the
open sir and geve little regard to decorum or grace, The milk wowen had
danges whioh they greatly énﬁwﬂd@

In the capital, fiddlers were found hoth in street and tevern. Ballad
ﬁ.m@'wa sang and sold theiyr coples in the street. On swmwer evenings, the
people breught their tables to the sidewnlks end had their supper in publie,
"he theatre sprang into popularity at thiz time, At fireb the p@rfmneas
wers held in the afternoons, but after the ‘tmgim&ng of the seventeenth
: wxﬂaﬂw wore held ot nights This stirring, bustling ers eveked an interest
in the display of the motivities and powers of humen life. Their spirit

5 A. Abranm, Seciel @%Mﬂd in the PFifteenth Century (m’w Yorks
Eo Pu Dutton end Cowpany, 1009), pe 24354

16 Lee, op., oite, Vol, II, pu 437

7 yohn Stow, Burvey of London (New York: E. P Dutton and ¢o-
Everyman's Library, a8afs Ps BBe
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of adventure oraved satisfaction in the contemplation of the wtruggles of
men ageinst destiny and the soul sgainst its mrrwndmgs; Public theatres
inoreased in mumber, Cltizems and citizenesees flooked readily to a masque,
& piw, a progession, e bear hailting, or a cock fight, Wowen, then as now,
used the theatrs as a place tm’aia'play their new aast\mw; Towards the end
of Elizabeth's rule, they often wore masks which shielded their faces from
ths snrutiny of cearse jesters in the audience, -5

- It wez fashionable for women to take sweating baths in "hot houses.”
These became the rendes-vous of wamon who resorted to them for company and
possip and soelal recreation, These "hot houses" were Yo the women what

fowever, the rude manners of the age were not

the tavern was to the men,
econducive to keeéping such plaves free from illieit inbrigues, and they later
beceme synonymous with 'ﬁraﬁh@lmw‘
Taverns were to the sixteenth century what coffee houses were 4o the
aightaamh@m They grestly increased in mumber and papulariw‘_ It has mn
said thet every men frequented e favern. It was there they met i‘ar avening
conversation, both business and abcia&.;. There were maie&am in the principal
ar&imx‘im, and inngs and even the cheoper onos provided a viel de gambe
for those whe could play., The ardinaries were ‘maoh eheaper for dining
purposes thun were the taverns. .Ia.l'bhmgh inns were sometines kept by women

it was not customery for ledies to frequent mwrm.m

18 Boge and Hehn, _% nit., Pe 106
19 James , op. cib. ai'b“ e 2404

: 20 & Bullen, Works of %i&dlmmn (Boa*bom Houghton, ¥iff1lin ami
Company, 1926), Fl, Tols Ls Ps £

21 §ipr Welter Besant, London In Uime of The Tudors (London: Adem
and Cherles Blﬁ«ﬁk‘ 1904:)# Vols Ih Ps 33&:
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About the middle of the sixbteenth ventury a great wave of change
swept over England which developed what ia known as the"Elizabethan ege,"
It affocted every form of design snd cempletely albered fashions.o2 AYl
restraint with regard Lo dress diseppeared. | The esostumes of bai:h‘ mon and

womsn becams 80 exbrave
23

gant thet the English were a laugbing stock Lo
forelgnarss |

Berrlaon, in his Deseription of England, seyss

Our fanolful interest In dresa is sstonishing. . « «Cirsd

8panishy then Frenchi then Germany then Turkish; then Berbaryan;
they look ss absurd as a dog in & deublet--how men and women
worry the tailer end abuse himg then the trying ons we sweat till
we drop t0 meke our clothes fite-our heir we pell er curl, wear
long or oropt--some courtiers wear rings in their ears, to improve
God¥s work, Vogen are worse than men--God's good gifts are turned
inte wantoness, o ’

The dress of the pericd served as a means of gelf expressism end
wag therefore quite verieds The plaibed ruff, one of the outstanding
features, wes worn by both men snd women, Mistress Dinghen, who in 1564
introdused the practise of starching into England, hed no troubls securing
pupils to learn the sxrt at five pounds spiece. Women's wardrobes were
cheprasterized by the uese of beautiful meterials, such ss bdrooade, mebal
embroideread velvets, silks, sé‘kﬂ.m, and furs, epd also by the large number
of different costumes, The universal desire for gewdy dress helped fsa de

away with the old caste limes, 4 rich bounder could easily be misteken for

2% 100, op. sit., Vol. II, p. 91

23 Gueet, ops oitas, P» 28

4 Boynton, @" m*, Ps 80 fa
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n gontleman. The old aristosracy of bleood end gentle birth wes dlspleged,
in part et lesst, by & new eristooraoy of weslth and shrewdness.2d
The Duke of Wutenberg, who was in England sbout 1562, writess
The wemen have muoh more liberty than pw&iﬂpa in eny obher placej
they also know how to make use of it for they go dreseed cut in
sxocedingly fine olothes and give sll their attention to their ruffs
and stuffs bo such & degree, indeed, that ss I am informed meny &
one does not hesitate Lo wear velvet in the streets, which is common
with them whilst at home perhsps they have not a plece of dry bread,*8
The :?arthingala wes another meuiiar eharacteriatio of femnle dress
during Shekespearats lifetime, It wes = round petticoat of Spanish origin,
nede of cenves distended with winlebone, cane-hoops, or steel strips. It
was ocovered with baf'fete or other meterial. Velvet or broba&m skirts were
worn over this. Stubbes thus bitterly condemns women's apparels
When they hawe all these badily robes upon them, women seem to
e the smallest part of themselves, not natursll women but artifiocial
women, not women of flesh and bleod, but rather ggppiba or mawmets
consisting of rege and clowtes compeot topether.©
From 1560, ledies wore their heir curled or orimped, drewn back
from the forshesd, dressed over e psd and interwoven with jewelled orma-
‘ments. Sinee the queen's hair wes golden, that was the most fashioneble
color. As her tresses faded, she supplemented them with wigs end false
hair., Feoowpeinting was oommon ot court. As Eligabeth's complexion was
pele end fair, fsshionable wonen desired to be & pale, bleak color; and to

obtain it they swallowed gravel, mehes; and mmm.%

25 Boas snd Hahn, opyolt., ps 94 o
28 Jamas, op. olbe, Ps 228,

27 1es, ope olbe, Tol. II, p. 95,
28 He Dy Treille, ops ¢its, ps 388
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Btow stabes thabts

Women's Maakes, Buskes, Mufe, Pamne, Porewlgs, and Bodking
were firet dovised and used in Iuly by WW!&M* m& from
thenve brought inte Franve, end from thenmoe they gume inte
England about the time of the Msm in Mrim

The Pan was worn hanging frem the point of the stemseler. It
sonteined quite often a smsll miryor and hed olsbovate heudles, Maske

for fases and noses were of werious oolars; some had eyeholes of glags,
The bodkin was s amall knife which was mmeh in vogue, False hair wes
introduced to Bnglend in 1572,

With the use of stereh and the poking stiak, »uffe grow to sush
enormous sizes that, inm 1587, the Queen stbempted to limit their sisee
Tn 1676, Van Meboren wrobe thet the Baglish women habituslly ware their
hats in the howse."? Women's shoes were poinmted awd made of leather,

peir of blask silk sbookings .

in genoral wse St In 1584, somer
How closely they sdhered te the coumand
worn by both men and womens Hubr
imporbant item of women's dress.

29 1pe, opy oite, Vole I, pe 97s
0 100, sits
&1 % sy Pu 9@*

% gidney Lanier, Shakespeare
Doubleday, Page and Compary,

33 lee, Bps %‘ﬂg Vols 1IZ, p» 100,
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The jowslry of this age, like the costume, bere greet marks of
Poreign influences, Mintetures were frequently imserted in the pend
then 3o Pashionable, Webohes which had been Lmtrodus

reign were worn only by the rdohs Abeut 1580 the wabohes were mad

ry VIIL'e
ntals Bracelets and rings were wern by all olasses,
Ear-rings wers worn during the later years of the period,”®

and becams more orname

Elizabethan wammers were very fres, esposially, among those of high

soolal renks A sixteenthecentury writer says:

In all the world Yhere is no regyon nor countrie thet doth use
more swsarynge than is used in Englande, far @ ohylde that searse
can speske, o boy or gyrle, a wenohe, now-s~dayes wyl swere g
great othes as an olde knave and en olde xﬁmb‘tm‘ .o W‘ for

- Sweerers & men nede not to seek for theym for £h } eourte
and lordes sourtes in cities, borowes m& ﬁm toymes w m mw
house, in maner there is abbominable mmrma

Rm&_ mm in his Memoirs tells of visiting in a house vhere o

child of four yearse, ‘ialthmagh he eould net say & short graoe could yap out
such ugly eaths, even those of the newsst fmhimi; m 1ike of which s man
of olghty hed nevel heard., Whet disgusted Ascham nost was ‘éﬁm‘%ﬁ the parents
only laughed et their child, ¥o slso tells ue:

But I mexvel the lems that these misorders be among some in the
pourts for commonly in the country and elsewhere inmocensy is gones
bashfulmsss is banished; mmch presumption in youbh, small sutherity
in age; reveranpe is neglecvted; duties be mx@mm end to be
short disobedience doth overflow the banks of rder, slmost
in every place, almost iun every degrec of man.®

% rhid., pe 114 28,

85 1311, ops olb., pa 116
" James H, Gwi&aws lewodys of Aschem and Avnold (8yracuse, ¥, Y

Co W. Bober Publisher, 1600), pe 40s




18
Beither Zliszabeth mor her aubjeats *@hm‘k it £it to Bl‘wak the
expression of their emobions; eod em@mmly; ﬁh@&r wenvers were {requently
rude and unbecomings These eoarse manners were often but the expresaion of
8t1ll coarser morals, "Men of purest and keenest intellects shrask From no
allusion howewer cosrse and felt no impulse to cheek their words in spoeth
or wribing," Is it then surprielug thet men of wesker intellect folt ne

L b0 cheek their soetioms? In this respect the women likewlss disregarded

the proprieties of Waimw

sgbon, Eligabeth's faverite god-som, thus explained the weak-

maases of his time:

We go brave in spparel that we may be taken Tor betder men than ‘
we be, we use much bombestings end quiltings to seem bebtter shouldered,
smaller wasted end fuller thig}cm& than we arey we barb snd shave oft
to seem sweeter, wear corked shoes to seem taller, use courteons
mlum%m % seen kinder, lowly obelisence to sesm hunbler, % grave
and godly cesmnisetion to seem wiser and @evouter than we be.

Wzm’m Rieh, in his Farewell to the Militery grwfamim, in 1531,

gaid that no man was ﬁhuught to be wise unless hé wag weoa'lthy; no man was
thought to spesk truth unless he lisd,dissembled, snd flattered. He ex-

ning on the person advanded by fortune; the frmiz;g of
him unfevered by fortuwe, Ne lasmented the little care shown to the pooy
and mesdy; he disapproved of the feasting and sumptuous houses of the rioh.

He regretted the lack of hospitelity beth of high and of lows™

57 James, Ops 0ite, pe 238,
%8 g, D, Treille, gp, sit., Vol. III, ps 578.

*® g, B, Harrison, England In shmspamw Day (New York: Heroourt,
Brace and Company, 1928}, pe 5. T
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maorality resulted from the ohild murrisges, them so coumaon

the wonen wearing masks in public plama,w» ‘This custom becsms quite general

s% the olose of the reign, The moralists complsined that pesple were be-
with the use of forke, Courtliness wes prevalent, slbhough cosrsnsss of
However, even in Rlisabethan Hnglend; the majority of men were resson-

sming et through the imtroduction of new Juxurien, @éhl@

ably homest and charitable, They paid their debbs, they were feud of their
ohildren and faithful to their wives. Of these men, “here is no mm
sither in Mstory or in literature.d’

014 imstitutions, the medicval ohurch nud the feudal state, had
squently,
s subjeched Yo the inflvenve of new idess snd wore soofronted

srumbled; snd new ones had mot yet been firmly established. (ous

the people wer

by wew tewpbetioms, The morel and sosial wesknesses of the time were,
mw%mm, not the sins of o decedent nabion bud of 8 nation emerging
from immnturity,

This wes & worldly ege: an sge that was praoctiesl and worldly even
in religious views, After the mngim turmoils of the preceding reigns,
it wes one of religlous pease, For %@ Elizabeth and her statesmen

soseded in esteblishing e temporary aﬁuili&ium in ohureh and sbebe, The

40 {, p, Trsille, op. oit., pe 368s

41 Roas and Hahn, Opy Cita, e Ole

4% purems, ope olts, pe 215, |

4% 5, D, Preille, ops oite, Vols ITI, 578.
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government, es far ss religion wes oconverned, was & compromise betwsen the
old and the new. This was a pericd of free humenityj an age when the lay=

mn were not domlneted by priest or presbyters It was sn age which pro-

44

dused the English church and the English drame. Nevertheless , ﬁuf’iﬁg

rative peace and order, it is estinmsted thet some ome
hundred eighty Romeniste suffered dawbh under penal laws mwfwz:x.: ﬁa‘ek yoars
1570 and 1603, |

An Englishmen, just veturned from Itely, expressed his religious
views in this way, "I care not what you talk to me of God, 5o ss I may
have the prince and the laws of the realm on my side,"% s seemed to
expross the genersl attitude of the upper classes,

In towns, the most outsteanding feature of the Elizebethsn md Jacobean
religion was j&he sermon which is desoribed by tim cortemporaries as lengthy.
This was & paried of zealous preaching. Amoung the list of gient preachers
15 to be inoluded such men as Latimer, Jewel, Smith, Hooker, Montague,

Abbot, Perry and King.*®

Crowds went to hear sermons because to do so wes
fashionable, There were thoss, thoaugh, who lamented that gadline&s'ﬁas not
likewise fashionable, |
The religious ‘lif,a of an Eligabethan gentlewomsn desoribed in a diary
pictures her ccumencing the day with Bible reading and meditetion on the
Seripturess She retired more than once each day for private prayer, Psalm
singing wes freely indulged in by her housshold. Though somewhet narrow,

her plety was beautifully ainaarev.m

44 lee, ops oit., ps 48.

5 Ibide, pa 68,

48 lee, op. oits, Vol. I, p. 68
47 1pid., Vol. I, p. 69
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Hichelss Udell, the mester of Bton, spesks ‘enthusiestioally of the
mmber of women

Hot emly givem to the study of humen sciences and strenge ‘tongues
but alse so theroughly expert in the Holy Seriptures thet they were
able to compare with the begt writers as well in onditeing and ‘
perming of Gedly and Frultful treatises to the instruction and ed-
ifying of vealues in the knowledge of God, 4 + « 1% wes now no nows
in Bngland te ses young damsels in noble houses and in the courts of
princes insteed of eards snd other ivetruments of 4éle trifling %o
bawe contimsally in their hands either Psalms, hamilies and other
devout meditations, or else Pauls Bpistles or some book of Holy
Seripturess « « oIt was no news to see Queews and ladies of high
state and progeny instead of courtly dallianse 4o apply themselves
to soguiring of kmowledge.  + «a# alsnp most especially of God and
his holy word, 48 . - ' ‘

Williem Barrisom, in his Desoription of England in 1877, gives us
some interesting infermation on religions affairs .

As Por our churches themselves, bells snd times of morning and
evening prayer remain as in times psst, saving thet all imeges,
shrines, teboroscles, rood-lofts and monuments &f idolatyy are
removed, taken down end defused, only the stories in glasd windows

- exgepled, whiech, for want of suffiecient store of yew stuff. » » soye
not altegether sbolished in mest places at onoe but by little and
1ittle suffered to decays « + «Our holy and festiwval deys are very
well reduosds » » +for whereas., » » » we hed under the Pops four
soore and Fifbeen oalled festivel end thirty profests, bigiﬁm\s‘ the
Sundeys, they are all brought unbto seven and twontys » s+ '

During the fifteenth esmbury, the fear of the supernetural begsn te

spreed slowly owver wesbtern Burope, and‘by the mx‘i of the eeuntury it rested
upon the people like = nightmere, Howsver, this wawe of ferror did nob
resch England in amy force till mear the middle of the sixtesnth ceutury.
In 1541, the fimt am-; was passed ageinst witcheraft.,. During mw reign

(1555-58) the humt Tor heretlcs was se keen thet no burning of witches is

8 m11, opy oite, pe WL,
49 gorrison, Englend In Shakespeere's Day, op. eits, ps 170 f4
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recorded, But Jewsll, in ome of his firet sermons before Elirzabeth in
1558, remarked on the prevelemse of soreerys In 1875, s witeh persecution
was begun which ceased for a time, probably diseoureged by the publidation
of Reginald Scot's Dissoveries of Witohoraft.%0 Alken says thet the

common law of Englend by a truly "barbarie sanomaly” denounced egeminst
females, found gailty of tresson, the pumishment by burming,"' In 1559,
parliament passed sn sot subjecting the use of enmshantment ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁi‘tamr&%
to pains of rewam&g Elizsbeth stubboruly refused to 'atransgthea the laws
and the penslties egeinst witcheraft in spite of the olamer reised 'aﬁd the
rumerous psmphlets writben favoring more stringent lm*% |
 Almost everyons believed in witcheraft, although m‘buraiiy, its
;:mm:iaa and vogue were grestest among the ignorant. More w«mma tlz@n men
 were svpposed to be witches, The suspected character was aa:ﬁallzf. old,
friendless, shrunken with sze, or misshepen through soeident or disesse,
She was wppa;kaﬁ +0 have renounsed Gm& and te ﬁava formed la.n allisnce with
the devils, Each ﬁﬁ@h wes sttended by a familiar spirit who carried out
her wishes, This spirit ususlly took the form of an mimal;.‘ nmwmésﬁ
: piapular was that of the black cat slthough the tosd or sm@%e‘ was. nok ua~
common. IThe distinguishing festure of a witch in animal ﬁiﬂguiuﬂ- emd a
resl animal wes shat in the former, scme eg@entisl part of the apimsl wes
miseing, Other powers aserlbed to witcﬁ@s were control 6£‘ the wind and

59 5, p. 7raslle, op. olt., ps 525 P1.
51 siken, ops Oits, Vol I, P 232,

a2 Ib«tdc, Ps 283,

53 Lengdon-Davies, op. m‘., Pe 312,
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weather, transpertation through the sir upon broomsticks, and the ability
to esuse = wasting fever to teke possession of enemiss. One ue_%ha mos
comnon tests for witchorseft was thet in which the suspeot was thrown inte
8 pond, If she sank, she was innocent; if she floated, she was a witon, 5%

The Elizsbethans recognized three types of ghosts, which 4ncluded
the swubjective or visiomsry ghost, the suthéntiec ghost, amd the false ar
wieked ghosts The enthentic ghosts were the spirits of people who had died
without leisure %o repent of sin, or without mesms of conveying impw‘&m
news to loved omnes, or who could not rost Muausé they had wpn murdered by
oms who was yebt unpunished, 55‘

legic white ab well as blaok played its part in the superstitisms of
the deys The black wes chiefly the property of the witches; while white
belonged to the salnts and :,mgalmm

Great cruelty prevailed in the matber of punishments, for men prided

an were

themselves on the ferocity of thelr emotions. MNen were bolled; wom
burned, Eers wers nsiled to the pillery and sliced off as punishment for
defamation and seditious words, Long and cruel whippings were inflicted,
Ag punishment for selling fish illegally, one women wes made to ride tri-
wmphsbly through bown with garlands of fish decorating her hemd and the
head end shoulders of her horse, Inm fronmt of her, marched a person besting
& brags basin, Another woman wes carried around, a blue hood on her head

and a disteff in her hand, ss pﬁnishmnt for being s oommon sfao'ldum

5% Bons snd Hahn, ope ite, pe 98 £,
% Ibids, ps 98 £

58 Ibids, ps 98 .

57 Besant, gps Sites po 318 £,
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Histress Amne Turner, the inventor of yellow starch, wes efterwsrds found

to be one of the miner sgents in the murder of Sir Thomss Overbury, 1In

demping her to death, Lord Chief Justioe Coke, ordered that, as she was
the person who had brought yellow sbarched ruffs into fashion, she should

be hanged in thalt dress, Hven the hangman wore yellow ruffs in honor of

the nmmm%
Womon were by no means squeamish sbout unplessant sights. Therve

were too meny hangings, querterings, drawings, and bursings of humen beinga

in Lendon %o make the people sensitive to pain. The gallows were sonstantly
working. lLadies freguented these exescutions and beocame scoustomed to many
revolting sights. Some pretiy offenses were punished by meiming or brend~
115:&;% ‘The theft of goods worth five shillings was punishable by death
as were meny other petty orimes, 59

In Herrisonts journal uader the date of April 18, 1591, an agoount
is found of Blizabeth Arnold,sn wmarried weman, who wes found guilty of
stealing jewelry, silver, and divers articles of wearing apparel from =
John Smythes; Blizabeth ﬁawtmy,wr‘im, was found guilty of f@lunimaly'
receiving end oomforting Miss Arnold. Blizabeth Johnson, splnster, was
found gullty of the same offense after & second stealing. Bhe pleaded
guilty and m sentensed to be hanged. The other ‘wo acknowledged the

indietment tut pleaded pregmency. A jury matrons was empanelled, both

% 1eo, op. oits, Vol. I, pe 27

59 Ge W. Tiokner, & Sooial and Industriel History o E%J.and { New
York: Longmsns, Green and (0., 1915); Ds 200«

80 Boes and Hahn, ops 8its, P« 101,




28
were found not pregnant snd sentemced to be ha!s@a?&@ - On June 28, 1892, Anne
- Bremen and John Parker were executed for the mmrder of John Bremen, The
orime was the result of .illieit love,5

The deetrine of personal revenge was popular. Instesd of walting
for the state to punish, the Pamily or friends of an inmjured person ool

Justiee izmto thelr hands and punished the wrongdoer, Such action was

imperative in murder. A man who would not aveuge his Patherts death was
considered o leathsome cownrd, The sweetmness of revenge was lost if the
opportunity for repentence wes given. These primitive modes of revenge
were reflected in the punishments of the tm.w

Although Elizabeth herself was an enthmeiast for learning, she did
little or nothing during her long reign for the sducation of her ﬁ&kw

However, Parmentier is guoted ms erediting her reign with the establish-

63

ment of about one hundred Fifty new gremmar schools. ° Riochard Muleaster,

magter of the school founded by the Merchant Taylor's Compeny in 1581,
expressed a libersl view. on the education of girls in the following msmner:

I dare be bould, therefore, to admit yong maideuns to learns,
pseeing my countrie gives me leave and her custome standes for
19, Their matursl towsrdness should make us see them well
brought up. And is not, think you, & young gentle woman thoroughly
furnished which esn reade plainly and distinetly, write foir and
swiftly, sing oleare and sweetly, play well and finely, understand
and speske the learned lenmguages, and the tongues also which the
time most embraseth with some logioall helpe to chop and some
rhetoricke to brave, , . » Or is it likely that her children shalbe
gare and whit the worse brot up if she be a Loelis an Hortensia,
or & Cornslis. . » +The places wherin they lesarnme be either publike
if they go forth to the elementerie schole or private if they be
teught et home, the teacher either of their own sex or of ours,5%

61 G B Harrison, An Elizab«a-bhm szrnal {Hew York: Gmmapalitan
Book Corporstion, 1928), ps 22 Za
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Thet the people of the combinent were smesed at the mmnemml
freedom which wamen enjoyed in Buglend is shown from the following state-
ment of Petrusclo Ubaldini 4n 1851; .
The rich cause thelr sons and daughters 'tw learn lLatin,
Groek, and Easbrew, for since the storm of heresy has invaded

- the lam they hold M: useful to read the seriptures in the

Dr. Wotton, in his Reﬂanmam on Anclont and Modern Imrning___

stated that "ne age haﬁ besn so productive of lesrnsd women as the aixteenth
aem-t:.ury, ﬂwt learning wWes 50 very modish that the fair aex aemmed ’w ‘miiam
that %ﬁek awi La'hin addaé. o th&ir i‘air ahm, anﬂ that Fla*bo and Aristotle
untramla%d were i‘raquent mrmm@m;s af theair nlomt.. w86 ’

However, we hava no reasan to mlﬁ.aw that tham was an;ything apprmah-
ing 2 gewral sdmation for gj.vla ai: ﬁhi.s time. Practioally an aahwling
‘far women was ahtaimd by privmm tutowing.» The wb*bing«up of ‘bhﬂ primting
presa isa London by Gs.xton in 1&’71, madaa napma of bwka available, at 19&&1:

' 'lw the malthi@r ulaas ami, thus, m&ﬁm iaarning puasibla to a Lwrger mambar.
Nawrthg&asa, the diffimzlties of learning must be oconsidered. Thara were

- no primers, exercise books or die‘&immrms oft tho ¢lassiocal languages in

‘ English., anmrs were gcarce, The aahalar hagd ta go stmig!ﬂ: tw ‘the

» arigiml sourece, and *chi.s was not easgy. 67 er, tirw wrrimzlum fur a
lady did not include meny t:hinga which have now beomme geveral mawmaga to
ohildron of the laboring classes. In this age Lyly designed & new literature
which was to be read first by wamen, There must have been a dmnd for such

literature by the fairer sex or Lyly would never have dedisated his Eupheus

65 p _%t Gi'hr; Tol, I; Pa 129;
56 Lm:‘ Mt, < :
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o -themw But,if their edusetion was marrow, it wes, mwrthel&a'a; marm:@;h.sa
Certainly the mumber of outstanding women of this ers presents a
striking combrast to thet of the previous or following centuries. x-n ra=
spect to sound scholership and golid ecquirement, the women of the sixtesnth
mm;: ali&liwg& @m@wiaan with those of any period simce thet time, 5%
. The most damimant sherasber of this period was "Good Queen Beas,"
In her we ‘mm t&we&m and peradoxes so characteristic of these years,
The age whieh kzmr her is fittingly ealled "Elizebethsn,” for no other
éﬂjaa‘%’iw is so appropristes In meny ways her persomality was ’typiml of
that of the metion, for the mation and she were ope. There was no half
aoncesled at@m‘b at combining fmstruction with smusement, The Elizabethens
did not seek out what they should enjoy and try to be ivterested in it, but
they somght out whet mmsed them, With this spirit of hearty, warestrained
enjoyment ﬁmra was, conseguently, 2 lack of dimerimination and refinement;
and, it is evident that jJust as the gqueents gay, ’plmamwamkim f@mpe&ra—
ment wes vosrse, 50 slso wes that of Bligabesthan sosiety. Elizﬁmth’a in~
satiable love of pleasure, her unflagging good spirits and zest in the
enjoyment of life msds gaiety apd lighthesrtedness prevail, for her court
was everywheres She delighted in making frequent journeys iﬁhrmgh her

nwed on her wey at the houses of the nobles and men

dominion end wag am;r 2,
of weslth who were proud to receive thelr queen under their rtmf&,m Sinee

68 1pid., p. 140,
62 1uid,, pe 129 £,

70 p, w...'ﬁ.okmr, A Bociel and Industrial History of Englend (New
York: Longmans, Green and Gompenuy, 1915),; Pr £04,




thing for them, 1% wes not long before a porfect understend
mmmwmmwﬂwm%mﬁ
Rogar Aschws desoribes Eligabeth, vhen she was sixbeen,

Bhe has the most ardent leve of true religlon end of the besh
fomale woakness and emdued with s maseuline r of appreciations
Ho spprohension is qulsker then hers, »o memory more rebestiv s
Freoeh snd Italisn she speaks 1lke muglishp ledin with flueney,

UOBeY,
proprioty and mederately well, Hothing oun be pore slepsnt then
ber handwriting whether in the Greek or lowen charactor. In musie
the is skillful but does not grestly delight, With roupoot Lo
porsonal desorutlon, she grostly prefers s simple slegance to hov

g’

and splendor, s despielng the outmard sdoming of wﬁaiﬁg
rathor rovembles Haposlyta. than Pasdanc BT °F o 1460 sho
Elisaboth's regurd for Ascham is sdmirebly expressed by these words
a8t his death, "I would rether have thrown ten thousand pounds inte the ses,
hen lose by Aschama" > |
The extravagences of her reige were commdbted vot by Kiisabeth but
for Elisabethe™® In private she was Prugal and preferred & modevete habit
and sonversation with bher servante; but when she appoared in mdlie, she was
richly adorned With the wost valunble mmm sot off with gold snd juwele
of great values Bhe vould venirol herself well enough on cesasien; yeb
she nor her mbjeets thought fit bo check empression of thelr emoticusy
sonsequantly, thely memners wire not slways chaminge Flisebeth spet at a
sourtier vhose cont offended her testsy ohe bowed
tlokled the bask of Lelsester's nesk vhen he Ymelt %o reselve Wis earldem.

n e Te Bbory, Ihe (Yew Yorits Gy Pu

Putnen's Sons, 1898), pe
" Adking .@a m” pe 904
L Joos ol
T4 lowo, gps olbes pe By
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She rapped out tremendous osaths and uttered every sharp and smasing word
thet rose to her li§3u75 ¥hen &muaaﬁ,‘aﬁa roared with laughters  The

with her practicel jokes, her out~of-doors manners,

rough hectoring dame
and her paséian for humbing would suddenly beoome a stern-faced women of
business, clogeted for leng hours with seoretaries, reaémgan& dictating
dispetohes, end examining mimite scoounts exactingly, Then suddenly, the
oultivated lady of the Rensissance would shine farth, for her accomplish=
ments were meny and dazzling. However, Strachey says, “"her crowring
virtuosity wee her command over the resocurces of her mﬁa;’ﬂe "hen she
wished," he contimied, "she oould drive in her mesning up to the hilt with

- hemmer blows of speech and she hes never been surpessed in her elaborate

eonfection of studied ambigmtiaa.”w

Another interesting insight into the life of the times is to be
found in Lady Jeane Grey's account of her owm li:!fe, a8 repm«tgd ’by Ascham.

Before I went inbo Germauy I ceme to Brosdgate in leicestershire
to take my leave of thet noble lady, Jane Grey. . » Her perenmts. ., .
with a1l the household, . .were hunting in the park, I found her in
her chamber resding Rhaedon Platomius in Greek and thet with as much
delight a8 some gemtlemsn would reed a merry tale in Bocoace. . « 1
ssked her why she would leese such pastime in the park, Smiling she
answered me, "I wiss ell the sport in the park is but a shadow %o
that plesbure that I find in Pleto. Alasl good folk, they never felt
whet trus plessurement. One of the grestest benefits thet God every
gave me is that he sent me so sharp andeevere parents sud so gentle
& school master. For when I sm in presence of either father or
‘maﬂwr, whether I speak, keep silencs, sit, stand, or go, eat, drink,
be merry or sed, be sewing, playing dancing or doing enything else
I must do it a8 it were, in full weight, measure and number even so

7ﬂ5 Ge Mu ‘Erailla, ‘%‘ Gits, P 84 .

76 1ytton Strachey, Elizebeth and Lssex (New Yorks Hsroourt, Brace
and Company, 1828), p. 18,

77

Loo. olibs
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perfectly ss God made the world, or else I em so sharply tmm-km& BO
oruelly threstened, yes, presently sometimes with pineches, nippes
and bobbes and other weys which I will not neme for the honor I
bear them, so without messure, misordered that I think myself in
hell $ill coms that I must go 'im M. Elmer who teacheth me so gontly,

80 pleasantly with such fair sllurement to lserning thet I think
all the time nothing while I em with him. And when I am onlled from
him, T fall on weeping becauss whatsoever I do else but lesrning,
48 full of grief, trouble, fesr snd wholly misliking unto me. And
thus my book hath been so much my pleasure and bringeth to me more
 plessure and meore, that in respest of it, sll other plmmum, in
very desd be but trifles and troubles unte me J 8
lady Amn Bacon wes the second deaughter of Ssi;r Anﬁhany Goke, tutor
ﬁf Bdward VI. She won repute early for léarnizig and could speak Latin,
Oreek, Italien, and French a¢ though they wers her mative tongues, In
1856, she married Bir ¥icholas Bacon and became the mother of the celebrated
Francis Bacon, Before her merriage she trasnslated some sermons of Berpardine
and Ochine into English, In 1664,she published a translation from Latin of
Bighop Jewel®s Apologie of the Church of England. It wes, however, as a letter-
writer that Lady Becon appeared in her most etiractive light, Most of her
mﬁmm to iwr Bond Frmam am& M‘hhamr, reveal her Eali&imdﬁ fa:r thair
apﬂ.rﬁﬁu&l m’&f&m and the ,jaalmy with which she regarded her awbhmity
mmr tham.. She fieroely rebuked thém for disregarding herkwimms :md sought
+to m;; herself informed of sll the deteils of their daily Mf@ LeS
_ ﬁﬁry Herbert, wamesa of' Pembroke and smtar of szr Phi:ti.p 8idney,
R w‘ﬁay mcﬁhur w'iss*tmndmg personage of her time.. Inm 1575, Cmaen Elﬂ.mba'hhf
suggested to Mary's fether that sinse Mery wes o girl of promise, ‘she should

be removed from the unhealthy climate of Wales and reside in the yoyal house-

7“ C&rli.sle», ,22.‘ ﬂi‘hny Pe 47 fp 3 : i ;,:.

" Imlm Smaph@n and smxwy Lee, Diati.mry of mtiom:.l Biogmpl:zx
1, 795,
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~holds Her besuty and her greceful mauner soon wsteblished her ym@im
there, and she wes laber merried to the Count of Pembroke In the summer
of 1580, she and her brother retired to s small house nesr Wilton, where
Sﬁ.‘dwy; at his ntiaﬁsﬁr“é suggestion, began his Aresdis, whit;h he c&&ﬁiﬁm‘bﬁd

ta her azrtsﬁ;iﬁkmg it eem ﬁmﬁw# w Fambmm% Mmdim He wm Q:E’" hexr

thus, ™t is d‘am for you, only tw you. » sbeing, done on losse a?mwba of

- paper, most of it in your presemce, the r&aﬁ sent uxr%m you as ms*t: a8 they
were dones” Together they labored at a metrieal trens lation of the Paalms.
On the death of hﬁrr brother, the counbess wrote the poem, The Deleful lLay

ga‘.‘; Olorinda. The Countess appeared more sdventegeously as the peverous
patron of poets snd men of letters who seknowledged her kind services in
glowing eulogles. Her esarliest proteges were her brother's f’rimid, Spenser,
| Daniel, ’Mzﬁ,%aum,énﬁ ¥offate ¥o momment wes raised to her m;brmery t
her fame is permamently aseured by this epitaph,

Underneath this marble hesrse

Lises the subject of all versej

Sidneyts sisber, Pembroke's mother

Deathl ere thou hast aslain enother

Wise and fair and good as she, *

Time shall throw e dart nt timm

Other women of intelleet of this period wers the daughwbers of Sir

Thomas More; Jane, Countess of West ﬁ&wwlwd@ the dsughter of Fox the
martyrologist) the three daughters of Edwerd Seymouri and Lady Baoonfs two

‘slaters. 80

80 Stephen and Lee, ops oits, IX, 656, o

* Commonly attributed to Ben Jonson,



v « » sour bpglish Bowsewlfe must be of ehne %y sboud
oourage, pstient, untired, wetehful, dildgent, witty, pleasnnt,
~otnstext im friemdship, full of geod meighbourhood, wise in die=.
course, but nob frequent therein, sharp and quick of gpowch, bud
not %?Ww mg mmﬁiww W‘ﬂ? in hor affairs, comfortable in hep
Gounselis, and gemerally riilful ia the worthy kmowledge oh
" belong o her wosationdl

Stubbes, in his Jmotomde of Abuses, tells how o lady spent her
day:

Deily t41] ten » olocke s bed she lyes

And then ageime hor Ledy-ship doth rise,

Her Mald mmet make a fire, snd atbend

To make her ready; then for wine sheele send,
{A moroing pimz){, she sayes her stomaoch's weake
And counterfeits as if shee could not speske,
Untill eleven or a little past, ,

About which time ever she breakes her fust)
Then (very sullen) she will pout end loure,
And sit down by the fire some halfe sn houre,
At twelve a olocke her dimmer time she keepes,
Then pets into her chalre, and there she &leopes
Perhaps til foure, or swmewhat thereaboutsy

And when that lazie humor is worne oub,
.Bhe ealls her dog, and takes him on her lap,

Or fals & beating of her mald (perhap)

Or hath = gosslp come o tell a tale,
“Or else at me sheele curse and sweare, snd rale,
Or walk 8 turse or twe about the Hall,

Avil 3o to supper end to bed; heeres all

This paines she bakes; and yet I do abuse her:
But no wise man, I think, so kind would use her,

fow different was the life of English wemen st the olese of the
ings Orest girides had been

sixtoenth century then it was et the begimn

%1 besart, London Under the Tudors, op. eit., 271,
%100, sits
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made in their advancement toward s netural place in life, Innowvetions and
improvement in furniture and fursishings made their home life more oom=
fortable and pleasant, Soclally, they were ne lomger considered as either
saints or siuners, but es humen beings. Bocsuse the chureh was no lenger
a domimating power and the olergy were sllowed to narry, their religious
life beocame freer snd less sconventional, Although no uniferms provision
had been mede for their eduscetiom, it was rocognised thet they hed certein
caproities for learning eud their achievements in this line wore resdil
admitteds The EBlisabethsn age was oubtetending in its mwebe:

VOO e



CHAPTER IXI
WOMEN IN ELIZABRTHAN DRAMA

- In the precveeding chapber the life of the Elissbethan women m
: mwa«_a& by the historians wes given, In this chapter the life of Eiu-n
sbethsn wamen,, a8 revealed by the dramatists, is to be oonsidered end a
eomparative atudy made of the similerities and differences wm the twe
portreysls, In gemeral.it may be said that the dramatists drew's large
port of thelr imspiration from their sge and country snd mu@m&f&wh«-
fully end sdnirebly the spirit of the btime, It is trus thet ﬁmm
-m@dﬂa greatly iafluenced the gemeral style of the plays, aupamiany
&Wiﬁg the sarly years of this wi&d, L mesy of the plots M@ ‘bam
from fereign souroes and were gawn foreign setiings, such as snoient
Romé, modern Frampe, Italy, or Bohemis. Kevertheless, the mammers portrayed,
the deminant ideas, and the msinsprings of sotion were defimftely these of
the people for whem the plays were produceds Oreens, lLyly, snd Peels, the
"Bniversity ‘mw; Harlowe and Kyd* the chronielers; Jonson, *tmg realisty
shnkmpaarai‘ Beaumont , Fletcher mﬁ the others who possessed swm
romantic tendensies, sll expressed the general spirit of the sge, They
wrote of people in all olasses and conditions in 1ife. b
~ Inssamch es the Elisabethen drame reflects the life of the thime in
a general way, it should naturally be expected thst there would be & alose
mlation ‘batwwn the par'bmyul of the life of women in histery and the life
of women in thu érama. The 1ife of the wemen as revealed by the dramatists

is now to ba treated,
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Bince the greatest part of the lives of most wewen is spemb in the
home, it is Jmportant, if women ere to bﬁ geen a8 they reslly are that
*-::heir homelife snd physieal surroundings be understood. In mm hmlws,
Ffurniture and fureishings play o dominsnt pert. Comsequently, these p!a;vﬂw
ical aspoots are now to be comsidered.

In tha?{”pw'hréwl of the furnishings of the homes, the plecs of
i"ux*ni‘tn:tm most frequently mentioned by the drsmatist is the stool ‘fn the
lowly home the three foot stool was feund,) In homes of the bebter classes
there were jotut or ﬁ@imﬁwﬁmlma Belaruis ssys, "when on my three foot
ﬁwi I 8i%," and one of the Capulet®s servants orders, “"sway with i;iw
joint-stools, remove the vourt cupbeard and leok to the piex’h&.*‘ﬁ Altheugh
this was the perioed in hiwbm‘m which the 'fmmaw and Farthingale chairs

were being inbrodused, cheirs sre not often referred to in the dramas and
geem to have Mn used only in the home of the wealthy. Exocept for the
chairs used by the nobility, Shekespesre slludes to cheirs only three times,
Pompa‘y desoribes Proth as sitting inm & “lower chair,” Dame Quickly orders

the Yseveral chuirs” to be sauumd,"& and in All%g ?ﬁall Th@f Bnds Well, the

barber's aheiirj_g is referred to. Elizabethan dramatists make frequent

mention of the tablé, There was a distinotion betwsen the “upper table,"

! ghakespeers, Cymbelins, III, 111,1.89.

2 Shskespesrs, Romeo and duliet, I, v, L. 5.

S Shakespesre, leasure :E'om? Mwaﬁum; 11, i, 1. 152,

4 ghekespesre, Merry Tives _g;f__ windsor, V, v, l. 654

5 Shakespesre, All's Well That Ends Well, II, i1, 1, 17,




86
~ where the family and their guests dined, amd the "lower table® where the
servants ate. The "salt™ was sometimes plavced ss s dividing line, This

distinction is made in Mriwmms,ﬁ "Ag8 if he were son snd heir to lars;

set at ugspm;' end o'the table”; and in The Honest Whore, "Plague him, set
him bernetth the selt, and let him mot touch = bit, till every ome Izm:é h#&
his £a11,"7 ‘ |

ramss of this period, there \are thres kinds of beds alluded

In the &
to, the standing~bed or four post bed which was curtained, the trucklew

h@d, and the day<bed. ' Shekespesars writes, "There's his chember, his houss,
‘his eastle, his atamiingmﬁad and truckle~bed; Ttis peinted about with the
gtory of the Pradigal s fresh and new,"® Iaaynba&g are mentioned twice in
Shakespeare: "He is not lelling om s lewd d&y—bad,“e and "Having coms

from a dsy~bed where I have left Olivia El&ﬂpﬁng«”l@ 8ir Toly rafera to
the Great Bed of Weresy "Although the sheet were big euough for the bed of
were in Exagll;tnd;“m

Other pleces of furniture mentioned by the drametists are enumersted

, , R
by Mrs. Ford tims, “"Neither press, seffer, chest, trunk, well, veult."

E‘Shamspmm Corielams, IV, v, 1. 68s
7 Dekiker, 1 The Homest Whore, II, i, ps 68ls

8 Morry Wives of Windsor, IV, v, l. 6-10,

® Shakespesve, Richard III, III, vii, 1, 71,
10 ghexespesre, Twelfth Night, II, v,l. 55-6,
1 1p4a,, 517, 11,.52-4,

12 we Herry Wives of Windsor, IV, ii, l. 62,




A desk “"oovered with Turkdsh tapeatry” s reforred to in fhe Cowedy of
. . ey

Brrors , ° & "more oupboard of glastes” alluded %o in A Pafr guarrel,”

and a court supbosrd 18 mentioned in The Homewt Whove Pary .10

Tepostry, whioh wae very oommon in the better olasses of homes ,
wmﬁ for bedwsurteins and well-hengings. %o Em Quioklyts remark thaet
~ehe would be fain %0 pewn both her plate and the tapestry of hor dimingw
chanbers, Felebaff replies

Glesses, glasses, is the omly drinking: and fer thy
walls u pretty slight drollery, or the story of the Prodigsl,
or the Germen-hunting in water-work is worth s -&hww%? of
these bed-hangings, end these fly bitbten tapestries,t

Shak-speare gives ue o vivid ploture of tapestry and other types of decorae
tion in his desoription of Cymbeline's bed chamber ,

it was hanged
With tapestry of silk snd silver; the story
Proud Cleopetra, when she met her Romean
And Cyndus swell'd above the beunke, or for
The press of boats or pride; s pleoe of work
Bo brawely doms, so rieh, that it did strive
In worlmanship and value; which I wondertd
Could be so rarely and exsotly wrought
Sinse the true life on't was

LI I

The ehimney
Ig sonth the chamber, and the chimmey plece
Chaste Dian bathing, never saw I figures
Bo likely te¢ report themselves. The cutter
Wes a8 another pature, dumb, oubwent her,
Motion and breath left oud.

13 ghakespesre, The Qumedy of Errers, IV, 1, 1. 104-5,
1 Rowley and Middleten, A Pair Guarrel, I, 4, 1. 38,
16 Dekker,I The Homet Whore, II, i, p. 680,

16 mho Merry Wives of Windser, IV, ii, 1. 62,
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The roof ot the chamber
- Vilth golden cherubims fretted., His andironsw-
I had forgot them~-were two winking Cupids
Of gilver, each on one fcmi stending; nicely
Depending on thelr brands. L7

Gremio gives a vivid soccount of the rich tressures of hig oity home:

My house within the oity
Is riohly furnished with plate and gold
Boglng and ewers to lave her deinty hands
My hangings all of Tyrisn tapestry
In ivory eoffers I have stufled my orowns
In oypress chests my arras counberpoints,
Costly apparel, tenbs and canopies '
Fine linen, Turkey. ocushious boss'd with poarl,
Velance of Venioe gold in needle-work
Pewber and hrass and all thigga that b&lang
To house and houwk:aepingm

Painted or "stayned"eloths were sccording to the dramstists, some=
times used for wall hangings as & substitube for the costly tapestry. Such
hangings were populayr for bed rooms; and on these, Biblical or mmm@ﬁ.ml

aub;jafats were carried eut in water staining, Palstaf? desoribes his men

"ragged as Lazarus in the painted oloth, ™ and Hodge ssks,
Saw ye never Fryer Rushe

. Painted on 8 eloth, with side long cowss tayle,

 And c,rmkad olouen feete and meny s hoked nayle?
For al the world, if I shuld judg, chould reckon him ag brathar. -~
Loke, ouen what fa.m Frier Rush hed, the dewmil hed such mnother. o

27 Gyubeline, II, iv, 1. 68-L. |
18 gnsksepenre, The Taming of the Shrew, II, 4i, 1. 545-353.
@ gaakespesre, I Hemry IV, IV, ii, 1. 27-28,

. dlavenson, Gemmer Gurten's Needle, IIX, ii, 1. 18-24.
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Rushes. are frequently mentioned in the dramasg ms strewn on the floor

for » covering. - Ia The Arden of Peversham, losbie sdvises thet they be

strewn on the fleor to sover wp Povorsham'a blmd@%l Shakmsposre hag
Romeo say,

- -~ let wanbons light of heart '
v T&nkle the mmaalaas ruah&s with their heals,ga :

and mahw are mad a8 & tmrpm: for Cyubeline's besutiful bed raam.%
Garp@ts mat m‘b have been in genersl use for they are rarely mnbimdn

In The ‘i‘ami% ef the Shrew, 24 Shakespeare states that "the carpet is laid

and Qwrythlng, :Ln mf'dw,v end Dekker alludas to oarpets in The Honemt
| V‘Sh‘mts., featherbeds, blankete,and plllows which history ‘bﬁliﬂ ns
wera in general 1 w by the last part of the sixteanth century, are frequemt~
1y mentioned by the drematists. Forks which came into use et th‘.!.ﬂ time
sre also referred to often by the lesser dramatists buk are not mentioned
by Shﬁk@&pﬁmr@ since most of his plays were wri‘ ten before forks were in
gensral use. |

As revesled in the drames, there was grest verlety in the Elize~-
bethan diet, Falsteff wonders what he ia to buy for the shoep shesring

f&'@‘by

21 Anonymous , ﬁrmn,ﬁ Peversham, V, i, p. 458,

22 pomeo and Juliet, I, 47, le 56,

3 oymbeliofl, TI, 41, 1, 12,

24 the Teming of the Shrew, IV, %, 1. 52,
%IThe Honest Whore, IXT, 1. p. 690,
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Three pounds of sugar, five pounds of currants; rice,~-what
will thig sister of mine do with ricef. + . oI wust have saffron
to solour the werden ples; mece; detes-~none; thet out of my
- mote; mutmegs, seven; a race or two of ginger, but that I may 5
buys four pounds of prupes, and ag meny of rasising o' the sun, &
His B11L of fare o8 found 4n his pocket contained a cepon, sauce (:sharry
wine ) m gallons, ancovies, sack after supper, and broad. =Y |

Firk, in A Shoemsker's }ialidaz, exclaims upon h%riug; the ringmg of

the bell on Shrove Tuesday

v 0 musical bell, still: O Hodge, O my bretherns There's
gheer for the heevens; venisun~pasties walk up and down piping
hot 1like serjesnts; beef snd brewis comes marching in dry-vets,
fritters and pancakes ocomes trolling in in wheelbarrows; hens
ond orfmges hopping inm porbter's beskets, oallops and eggs in \
souttles, and tarts, oustards comes quevering in in malt shovels,®

An interesting avoount of eity-wives diet is given by Carle Buffome:

Your oity-wives, but observe ‘hem, you ha' not more perfeot
true fools it the world red, than they are generally; and yet
you see, by the fineness and delicamy of their diet, divinmg
into the fat eapons, drinking your rich wines, feeding on larks,
sparrows, potato~ples, snd such good unctuous meats, how their
wits are rofined and rarefied; and sometires o very quinmsaangs
of ooneceit flows from ‘hem, able to drewn o weak apprehension

In Romeo and Juliet, Lady uapulest orders her servant to look te +the

b&k'd mﬁa’k}a and apare. not for wsmm In The g of E:rwm, Dramiq of

28 shak;a'#paam * Tm Wimarﬂs Tale, IV, iii, l. 30-B2,

27 Shakespesre, I Hemry IV, IT, iv, 1. 586.

%8 Dokker, The Shoemaker's Holiday, V, il, ps 661,

29 Jons on Ewry Man Out Of His Iiumaur, IT, 1, pe 1B3.
gmm@ and J‘uli.w, Iv, v, 1. 102.
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The ospon burns, the pig falls from the spit,
i‘h« olook hath strucken twelve upon the mn;m

3@@#9&&% mentions, plums, ahmiea,, goosebeyries, upriem.
Wm&wa, grapm* i‘iga, mlbwrfwa * mimd,a « Gabbege, beans, oArvets,
yadishes, olives and sweet potatoes, The other drsmatists refer to rhuw
Wb,, garlic, am‘mma bresd, mendrekes, muskuelons, &awé, epps ,
fried frmz,, and currante. Panoskes amre commonly slluded to and in

Periel a, “flap&mﬁw,“ﬁﬁh and pudding sre mentioned,

- m 18 wwmmng to note that tobaoso, which hed been introdused
fx*am Amariaa during this period, is net mentioned at all by Emkmmw
althmgh with the other drametists it is & oommen Sori, |

That the Blizabethans were merry st their meels is shomn by Hsulet
when he asks the alewas "Whers be your jibes now, your geubols, your songs,
your flashes of merriment, that were wamt te set the Ysble on roari®™®
Macbeth wishes his compenions te "be large in mirthj suen we!ll drink a
measure the table roumd.,"° Cleon's mmpm% of the peopls of Tarsus
might well f£it Enzamﬁm&n England, - | ‘

Their tables were ster'd full o glad e sight
And neot so much t0 feed on as delighte .

Inberesting glimpses into the lives of the women of the Mﬂf@rﬁm
clesses are abbained frum the contemporary dremas, Deame Gulekly sums wup

51 &hm& > Brrows, I, 1d, l. 44~B.
2 puniet, V, 4, 1. 211, |

53 yaobetn, 111, iv, 1. 12,
3 peyicles, I, iv, 1. 2829,
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the W%M duties of a housewife thus: "for I kesp his houeey and I wash,
f',sfémmﬁ brew, bake, scour, dress meat and drink, make the beds and do all

myself, o 36 Ia The Shoema

ker's Hollday, Margery, the wife of & shoemaker,

&

mrwls

how amny wives in Tower Street
 Are ‘up 8o soon, ﬂ*nd*s me; 'tis not noon, 36

'In Rieh&rd 11T, Quea,n Eligebeth saya:

I had ra'bher be a country seyvant-maid

- Then e great queen with this oondition,

To Le thus baited, soorn'd and stormed at
Small joy heve I in being Lnglend's queen.S!

Ka.thwim tells us of the duty of the English housewife,

Srwh duty, as the subjeob owss the prinee
Bven such, s woman oweth to her husbend;

&nd when she's forward, pwevish, sullen, sour
And not obedient to his hounsat will,

What is she but a foul contending rebel

And greceless traitor to her loving lord,S®

Dromio of Syraouse vividly desoribes the kitchen wenoh;

ghe's the kitchen wenoch and all grease; and I know not
what use to pub her to tut to make & lamp of her end run
from her by her own light. I warrant her rags and the
tallow in them will burn & Poland winter. If she lives '%%11
doomsday, shell burn a week longer than the whole world,

And in Coriolems, Brutus relates how the murse converses in rapture while

the baby cries.®

%5 mne Merry Wives of Windsor, I, iv, 1. 102-104,
% pekker, The Shosmsker's Holiday, I, iv, p. 639,
57 pichard III, I, 431, 1, 107-111,

8 the Taming of the Shrew, V, ii, 1. 165-161,

% the Comedy of Ervers, III, i1, 1. 96-101.

%0 goriolams, II, 1, 1. 222-225.
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Pesceful country life in general in whioh women nsturally shared is

plotured ae

. axempt from publie haunt
Finds tongues in trwes, books in running Epaom,
Sermons in stones and good in everything}4l

Thet some of the women were envious, restless, and discon with

their life is shown by the following amtmm of Fallsoe and Chlees

+ + + show blessed is that woman thet hath & courtler o her

. husbend! and how miserable is that women that hath neithey

and

husband, nor friend i' the court} 0, sweet Pastidius} Oh, fine
ogurtier! How comely he bows him in his curtsy! how full he hits
e woman between the lips when he kisses! how upright he site
at the tnblel how daintly he carves! how sweetly he talks and
tells news of this lord, ard thet lady! how cleanly he wipes his
spoon at every spoonful of eny white-mest he ests, and what a
neat cese of piok tooths he carries about him, stillt®

Chlee regretfully expresses herdelf thus:

In sinverity if you be thus fulsome to me in everything
I*1) be divorced. . . «You know what you were before I
married yous; I was a gentlewomen born, I lost sll my friends
to be o cibizen's wife; beesuse I heard, indeed they kept
thelr wives a8 ladies; and that we might rule our husbands,
like ladies; and ﬂg what we listed; do you think I would have
married you elsef™"

That Elizsbethan Englm wes & "Herrie Englend” is shown by the

dramatiast as 'm‘lvl a8 the historien., Danclng was enjoyed hy'aii, mywwd

vividly desoribes a rustio dence in A Women Killed with Eindness, in which

he emmerates Q eme of the most populer rural dances such as: "Rogero,"

"The Begimming of the Vorld," "John, Come Kiss Me Now," "Cushion Dence,”

‘ e Shakespears, As You Like It, I, 4, 1. 16-18,

h Every lan Out of His Humour, IV, L, pe 200,

43 The Pwtmﬂtﬁrﬁ 1‘ 1; Pe 280,




“fon Tyler," "fhe Hey," and “Sellingerts Reund.™™ 1n seversl pleys, such
o8 Ihe Brokon Hesry, deseivg is introduced on the stage. It is while dancing
het Caluntha lesrne of the deaths of Ithooles, Penthen, snd her fﬁ%ﬂ’ o
Othey m of the periond sre the lavolts, morris, jig snd Mmm The
Duke of Beurboa in J |

%a:y wid us bo the M@:&Mh dansdng sohoule a8
And tesab M*&m, high and swdfd corsubos,”

Bir %ﬂw wake Sir Andrew why be does not"ge to church iu s gamiwﬁ and aome
wB7

home in &mm
Gard playlng wes another popminy ssusement and is very Moamm
wooarded in the Elisabethen dremes in 1ts various forwe suel e, prizere,
WMm, lmwh ard lay down, tewsp, gleok, gmaw, mow oub, koave out of
doors, yuff, neddy, Gambling was slso oormon and osused mmeh
misery and suffering smong the women eod ohildren. Orlande tells wes that

Matheo riobted abrosd while he {Matheo) wae in want at home and that "he
dives, whoren, sweggors, swears, shests, borrows, mmm“w Ihe Yorimhire

Iragedy &8 the stery of o father rudned in mind and fartuwe by his pession
_fw penbling. He murdsrs his %m ohi ldren amt; stabs his Wm Howarrar ,
through his wile's strong devotion be mwm axd dies » man even though he
had failed to live e one.

'mwﬂw wag ot as populey as card playing but is Mc;wnﬁly mentioned,
In Buesy D%imbeds the second sopne af the Pirst ot opens with mm‘y and

4 poywood, & “omer Ki1led With Kindness, I, 2, pe 603 P4
9 pord, ghe Broloen Hears, V, ii,

4 ghekespesre, Hemry ¥, IXI, v, 1a 80e3,

7 gnokmsponre, Twelfth Might, I, 4%, 1, 137,

48 1 o Haweat “hore, III, 441, pe 755




. 4B
”M’i” Qlﬂyiag chesn, Idvia and the "Mothor® sit down to the cheas board en

the whege in Women Beware Women,*®

aﬁt @mart, there wes mi&ﬁy of enﬁaﬂaﬁmm, Birom gays,

o ﬁ’&rst from the pack let'us conduot them thithers
- Then homewsrd, every men atback the hend
© . Of his 'feir mistress; In the afternvon '
Wo will with some strange pastime solace them,
Such ng the shortnesa of the time can shape;
~ Por revels, dsnces, mssks, and merry hours 50
‘ Fammn rair Lave, strowing her way with flowsrs,

?h&t‘plays were given at court is illusﬁratad !Ln The szm.;;iéh Tragedy,
The Maid'e Tragedy, snd Love's Labour's Losts In all probability A Midw
Bummer Wight's Drosm was written for a sourt production with Philostrete

sseuming the duties af the Master of revels.
| “The practice of bear beiting is raferred to by York who snys,
Call hither to the stake my two brave bears

That with the very shaldng of their chains
They may estonish these full-looking Wmm

Boar baiting is also mentloned in The Merry Wives of Windsor®® snd Women

Howare Wmn;%

mﬁ Pablan seys, "You know he ﬁmaght ne out of Pavour
with my lady sbout s besr~baiting here,”’m |

Comsches are alluﬁed, to :!‘requan'bly by the dramwiam in the la%at
pert of the sixtesnth mnmry end earlier years of the seventeenth, and

seem to have been in ogmuen usage by the middle olasss

e Middleton, Wamen Bewsre Vemen, II, ii, ps 1307,
"% snakespesre, Love's Labour's Lost, IV, 141, 1. 579 £,
51 ghakespesrs, 1I Hemry VI, Vi 1, l. 144-154, |
52 gale, IV, 141, 1. 109.

53 Wmn‘ﬁéwam’??mn, I, 11, p. 1292,

54 Bhakespesre, M‘lf‘th Wight, 1L, v, s 8y
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The Elirsbethans were promiecucus in their imitetion of foreign
fashions, and their oontimental neighbors were grestly smused et the ine
congruous mixtures which resulted. The Elizabethan dreme is rich in its
allusions and referenses to the foreign fashion of the perivd, York asserts:
Reports of fashion in proud Italy,

Whose manners atill our tardy, gpiah nation
Limps after in base imitetion,®

That other countries also wers imitated is msserted by Face in The Alchemist,

Ask from your courtier to your imns of court man,
To your mers milliner, they will tell you all,

Your Spanish jeumet is the best horse; your Spanish
Btoop is the best gerb; your Spenish beard

Is the best cut; your Spanish ruffs are the best
Vieer; your Spanish pavin the best dencej

Your EpaniSh),iii’hiI%ﬁ‘hiﬁn in 2 glove
The best perdiime,®

- Portis remarks of the young Faloombridge of England: I think he bought his
doublet in Italy, his round hose in France, his bomet in Germsny end his
behavior sverywhere,S’ |

~ For a while after Llizebeth csme to the throme the dramatists wrote
little of fashions. Then they tell us that costumes beocame enriched,

With silken coats and caps snd golden rings,

With ruffs end ouffs and farthingeles and things,

¥iith soarfs and fens and double change of bramry.m
Petruchio's desoription of a sleeve is indeed interesting,

Thy gown? Why sy, Come, tailer let ua seett,

Meroy God: what masquing stuff is heref?

What's this? A sleeve? '"Tiw like a demi-cannon

Whet, up and down, oarved like an apple-tart?

Here's snip and nip end out and al%gh and alash
Like to a censor in a berber shop.

85 Shakespesre, Richard II, II, i, 1, 21-23,
56 Jonson, The Alohemist, IV, iv, p. 392 £,
87 Merohent of Venios, I, 11, 1. 78-81.

58 paming of the Shrew, IV, iii, 1. 55-56.
% Imid., 1. 85-91.
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The various artiecles of dress are emumerated in Autolyous! song:

Lewn ag white as driven snowj
Cypress black ad e'er was orowy
Gloves as sweet as damask races;
Masks for faces and for noses;
 Bugle bracelet, nesklace smber,
Perfume for e lady's chamber;
@Golden quoifs and stomachers
For my leds to give their dearsy
Pine snd poking sticks of steel
What meids laok from head %o heel,S0

$ir Thomas Barmll piotures the gelety of Artemis's wardrobe ,

And predigal ewbroideries, under which

Rich gatins, plushes, cloth of silver, dare,
Hot show their own complexions}; your jewsls,
Able to burn out the spectatorts eyes,
And show like bonfires on you by the tapers G2

In Eestward Ho, Gertrude 1s to be married to Sir Petromal Flash and
wishes to model her costume and her behevior avcordingly.

I tell you I oannot endure it; I must be a lady. Do you wear your
quoif with e London licket, your stemmél petticoat with twe guards;
the tuffin gown with the tuft~taffety cepe and velvet lece. I must
be a lady snd I will be s ledy, I like some humors of the oity dames
well: to eat cherries only at an angel a peound, good; to dye rioh,
searlet black, pretty; to line a grogram gown through with velvet,
tolerable; their pine linen, their smocks of three pounds & smsck
are to be born withal, But your mincing niceries, taffeta, pipkins,
durances, petticoats and silver bodking~-God's my life, I shall be &
lady, I csmnot endure it,52

331&1@;@5;&&&1*@ elludes to the premili.ng fashion of wearing false hair
ag do ulw the other drametists.
Hm' heir is suburn, mine is perfeoct yall:m |

If thet be‘tha difference in his love
1111 get me & golour’d poriwig.8s

80 winterts Tale, IV, iv, 1. 220-220,

61 mo Lady of Plessure, I, i, ps 1136,

62 Chapman, Jonson and Maraton, Bas bward Ho, I, 11, p« 480,
63 pwe Gentlemen of Yeroms, IV, iv, 1. 106-108.




Bagsonio further elabarates on the vogue:

Look en besuty
And you shall see't is purchased by the weightp
Which therein works & mirscle in neture
Haking them Yghteat thet wear most of Lte

- 80 are these orisped sneky golden looks,
Vhich make such wemton gambols with the wind,
Upon supposed falymess, often known
To be the dowry of » second head
The sldll that bred them in the sepulchre.
Thus orpement is but the guilded ghore
To & most dengerous ses; the besuteons scarf
Veiling an Indien besutys in a word,
The seeming truth wmgg ocunning time put on
To entrap the wisest. '

maamwﬁ in awi Viorld My Masbers piotures a lady's make-up.
What is she took essunder from her olothes?
Being ready she covsiste of an hundred pieces
Both are se nios they eknmst g0 for pridasdS
¥ B P *
mean in Epicoens expresses the same thought: "She takes herself
asunder still when she goes to bed imbo twemty boxes; sad abowb mext day
noon is put to-gether sgeln, like & great Germsn olook,"®® woquerelle
advises Blanca: "For your besuty,let it be your seinmty bequeath two
 hours t0 it every morning in yowr clesem“ﬁ? |
That women soon tired of their clothes is $llustrated by Art@mia.who
sayst | |
This gown I heve worn

Six days alresdys it looke dull, I'1l give it
My walting woman, sud have ome of oloth

*“ The Merchant of Venive, III, 11,L.87~100,

65 yidaleton, dad Tiorld, My Mesters, IT, iii, 1. B4-68,
eg Jonson, Epiecene, IV, L, ps R204

67 Jarston, The leleoutent, IT, v, pe 575,




Of gold embroidered; vhoes and m&mh&w
V11 show well of the ammgﬁ ’

Other styles in footwear are revesled by Hamlet who says, "Yowr lsdyship is
| nearer heaven than lwhm I gaw you lsat by the altdtude of a @hw&m“ym and
by Mell Barnes who stetes that "Malds thet wear cork choes may sbep amry,"T0
Dekker mfmfw to the “oork ﬁw‘lw sex™ and ‘mér dramatists mention deneing
pumps end pantebles, 't

4 ﬁanﬂm}mram.gm staroh vaﬂng "yellow, yellow, yellow, wmw,m
the devil's idol of thet solor® agsin as being blue,’” and ngetn a8 goose
gﬁuemﬂé | | | |
‘ It wed quite rgshiombi@ for women to have nonkeys, degs snd perakeets
| t‘w p@fbsﬁﬂ '

 The importance plased on dress and fashions by the Elissbothens is.
b.rimimbly expressed by Jonsons ,

For he that's out of élothes is m‘& of fmhﬁ.m

And out of fashion is out of countenapoe
And out of countensnoe is out af wi.t;. .

And it mey well be concludéd that

%8 Snirley, The lady of Plessurs, V, i, p. 1167,

% Hamlet, 11, 14, 1o 445~447, |

70 porter, Two Angry Women of Ablugton, II, 1, p. 265,
71 91 9he Honewt Whors, IIT, &, pe T8ls

72 jonson, The Devil Is An Ass, V, ¥, p. 141

78 Jonson, Bartholomew Fair, I, iv, pe 420,

4 1p1d,, II, v, pe 450

75 Bagtward Ho, IT, directions, ps 480, and New Way to Pay 0ld
Debts, IV, 111, ps 1084,

76 Jonson, The Steple 3{ News, T, 1, p« 168,

*35 ippers.



‘One touch of nature makes the whole world kin
That all with one consent praise new born gaw&a.w

Thet superstition and folklore, ghosts snd fairies, witchoraft and
devils all played aa important role in the life of the Elizebethans is
evident from the frequenoy with which they are mentioned in the drama,
Through Delio, Webster confesses,

How superstitions we mind our evils
The throwing dewn of aalb or crossing of & hare,
Bleeding at the nose, the stumbling of a horse
Or ainging of & oricket, %m af power
To deunt whole men in usy
And ma;y Maobeth wmrm:
' 0, these flews amd Atarts,
MWWM %o true fear, would well bmm
A woman's story st a winter's Pfire
- Authorized by her grandam,T®
_ There were alfo prevalent beliefs in charm and fawim%an fw
viﬁnﬁr&as Quickly tells Sir John, "I npever knew a woman so dote upom a manj
- auwly I think yon have charms “,90 And Amelis exclaima:
| v Vhat
Bewitched sleation made me aaw gn thes?
%‘b sorcery made me lowe thee?®
néadamam?af handkerehief which Othello had given her sontaimed witohery and
had 'bwn given his mother by an Iz.gyp*hian who "was s oharmer and could elmosk
 read the thoughts of peope."®? Similarly, Meudlin, the witdh in The Bad

Shaﬂh@ra had an enchanted girdle "a browder'd belt with oharaoters Whi.ah a

7 Shskespeare, Troilus and Oressida, ITI, 411, 1. 174-175,
78 webster, The Duohess of Malfi, II, i1, p. 1042,
™ Maobeth, I1I, iv, 1. 65-66. |
80 ‘ppg Marry Wives of Windsor, IX, ii, l. 107-108,
8 Shakespeare, Othello, III, iv, o 57-50,
82 Jonson, The Sad Smphard, IL, i, pe 268,
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Qypeum lady had wrought for her by mwnn@hm“%

Ghosts frequently appesr in dramas, Of these the most outstending
are: Banquo,®® the ghost of Andres,% the gnost of Eamlet, the ghost of
Julius Caesar, and the ghosts of those mardered by Richard III. | These are
all ,types of the "authentio"ghosts which were deseribed in the preceding
chapter, They revisit earth and "walk" here until they are svenged. To
the person for whom they have o message they bring oonfusion and conflict.
To Hemlet the appearsnce of his father’s spirit has merely a personal sig-
nificance of vengesnce for hia father's death. He failed to understend
that the ghost was the enointed king demsnding justice, thereby providing
for the peasce of the kingdom, -

From Hemlet several interesting facta aboubt ghosts mey be gathered.
Coming sfter midnight, they mat depsrt before eoskerow, It wes considered
perileus to oress, confront, or question these ghosts, who could move
swiftly through solid obstecles, such s walls and doors e8 well es through
the sir, since their shapes were without substance,

There are feiries slso in Elizebethen drama, which add s delicate
besuty to the plays and the belief in them revesls a different side of
 Blizabethan charscter.

Shakespesre glves besutiful deseriptions of his two feiry queens,

Mab and Titenia. He desoribes the former s&,

&3 Merston, Maloontent, I, vi, ps B70.
B4 yiaobeth, III, LV,
86 14, The Spentsh Tragedy, I Chorusy I, 1iis II, ivs IV, vils v, 114,



the fairies! midwife
In shape no bigger tham an sgate stone
O the forefinger of an alderman
Drawn with s tean of little anbemies .
Over men's noses as they lie msleep;
Her wagon-spokes made long splnners legs,
The gover of the wings of grasshoppers,
Her traces of the smellest spiderweb
Her collere of the moonshines watery bewss,
Her whip of oricket's bone, the lssh e% £31m,
Her waggoner s smell grey-coated gnat,86

e also tolls of Oberom and his train, Robin Good-follew,®7 pinen,® sna
Puck,” Fairies are likewise found in Lyly's Endymions
uiddleton, in The Witeh, tells of “white spirite, black spirits,
grey spirits, red spirits, deviletond, devilersm, devil cat, snd dovil
dame™ He pilotures Heoste sy commanding
serpents in it, and ordering Staddin o
take this unbeptized braby
- Bodl it well; preserve the mm
You know Ytis precious to transfer ,
Our mointed flesh into the air, \ ’
In moonlight nighte, en steeple~tops
Hounteine, and plne-trees, thot like pricks or stops

Beem to our heighty high t%m end roofe of prinees
Iike wrinkles in the earth.

g & bragen dish that she may squense

Shakespears gives us & vivid pleture of these witehes:

Thet are these
8o wither'd end so wild in thelr atibive,

be Romeo and muw. I, vy 1o BédnB4y
87 A W dsumuer Hight's Dresm, II, &3 IV, 13 ’9’, ie
88 mhe Tempest, I, 41, 1. 376300,

88 e Merry Wives of Windoor, V, v, 1. 106=108, and 4 Mide
swmer MightTs Wig y ¥, {17 To ToeH0,

90 yiadleton, The vitoh, I, ii, pe 13B-127,
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Thet look not lilke th! inhabitents o' the aarth
And yet are on't? Iive you! or are you aught
That man may question? You seem to wnderstand n,
By each at onee her ehoppy finger laying '
Upon her skinny lips. You should be WOmeTL,

And yet your ww%u forbid me to imterpret

That you are so,d] "

And sgain,

But in a sieve I'11 thither sell
And like » rat without a tale
I'11 do, I'11 do, and, I'1l 40,92

How fascinating is Jomson's portrait of the witches dell:

Within & gloomy dimble she doth dwell,
- Down in & pit, o'er grown with brakes sand brisrs,
Close by the ruins of a shaken abbey
Torn with an esrth-quake down unto the ground,
Allongst graves and grots near an old charmel-house,
Where you shall find her sitting in her forum,
Ag fesrful end melancholic me that
Bhe is abont; with vetterpillarts kells,
And kmotty cob-webs, roundsd in with spells
Thence she eteals forth to relief in the fogs,
Apd rotten mists, upeon the feng and bogs,
Down to the drowned lands of lineolmnshire
Io make ewes oast thelr lembs, swins eat thelr farrow
The housewives turn not work, nor the mild ohwrn
Writhe children's wrists and sugk thelr bresth in sleep,
Get vials of their blood and where the see
Ceste up his slimy oose, sesrch for s weed
To opex locks with and to rivet cherms
Planted sbout her in the wicked fest 0%
Of all her mischiefs, which are menifold,”

The spirit of revenge, which history atates wes s dominant fores of
the age, serves as the central theme in Hewlet, The Revenger's Tragedy, The

Jew of Malte, The Merchant of Vemice, The Spanish I

of Malfi, It is expressed by Chapmen in Busay D'imbols thuss:

91 yaobeth, I, 414, 1o 9-474
92 144, I, 111, 1. 8-10.
93 Jonson, The Sad Shepherd, 1I, il, pe 277s




Menly sleughter '
Should never bear the ascount of will ful marder
It bheing a spioe of justiee where with life
Offending past law, equal 1ife ig laid
In equal balance, to soourge that offense
By lew of reputstion, which %o men
Exeseds nll positive lew and what that leaves
To true men's valors (not prefixing rights
Of satisfaetion, suited to the wrongs
A free man's eminence mey supply and boka, 9%

n are most hhm@&ml in

In The Haloontent, Mendozs says that wome

ramngm% Thet the ‘spirit of revenge played en important part in the

lives of the Elizebethan women is revealed by the dramatists, Boled e

urges Hieronimo te evenge Horatio’s death and moved by the spirit of revenge
she slays %1WEW§96 Becsuse the Duchess of lalfi deres teo aet againmet
the wishes of her brothers, she is foarced to submlt to a mmber of herrible

yuniamnmu Beoauge ﬁhm #pirit bocomes the controlling power in Hanlet
life, Opheliats life ends in tragedy.

The wﬁirﬁz of revenge is alev evident in the general attlitude of the
matio literatures In The Arden
of Fevershem, Mosbie and his sister sre executed in &m%ﬁa‘mw sud Alice

" ege towsrd the punishment of offenders in dre

is burped st Centerbury as pumishment for murder, This ineddent iz similer
to the murder of John Brewen whioh was relsted in the preceding shaphers
Iuolo gives pressing to desth, whipping, end hanging s suitablo punishments
for slandering,”’ In The Vimtorts Tale, Peuliss askss

‘Whet studied torments, tyrant hast for me?
What wheals? racks? fires? What flsying? bolling
In lesds or oila? ™"

9 Chapman, Bussy Dtimbois, II, 1, pa B20.

95 Marston, The laloowbent, I, vii, ps 671.

98 xya, The Epenish Tragedy, V, i and 1ii,

a7 8huk¢apmm, Meagure for leasure, V, i, 1. 827,
98 gme viinter's Tale, IIL, 2, 1. 176-179,
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History records that the Blisabethan age was worldly even 4n its
religions Walsingham wrote of Queen Blissbeth, "Her majesty eounts mmsh
on Fortune, I wieh she would trust more in Almighty mwﬁ" Drams a8 well
a8 history supports the belief thet this wes not en age of deep sphrituality.
Marlowe, in the prolegue to The Jew of Melbta, expresses the Machiswelien

sentiment whioch was et this time quite pmlar in England and throughout

Burope.

I count religion tub & childish ey 100
Aud hold there is no sin but ignorance.™

Gob wmpl@im that the fast days "keep & men devoutly hungry sll day
 and then send hin supperless to bod, " 101 Although flesh was prohibited

during lent, Mistress Yuiokly wes sn erring hostess, Viaen Paloteff tells

her thet there is another indietment ageinst her for allowing flesh te be
eaten in her house contrary %o lsw she justifies herself, "All victuallers
do sos What's a joint of mutbon or two in s whole Lemts* 102 However,
Falateff was not guiltless, for Poirs asks him, "Jackd how sgrees the devil
and thee sbowb thy soul thet thou soldest him on Good Friday last for o
oup of Medera snd & cold sapon 1&@?”3‘%

'Melvole, in The Malecontent, excleims sgainst the various religlous

sects: "Seets, sects, I have seen Piety chenge her robe so oft that sure
nons but same archedevil oan shape her a mew petticcet.” In Dastward He

G Je R, Green, "Elizabeth" The Golden Beck, XX (August 1954), 208,
100 Marlowe, Jew of Malta, Prologue, p. 67

101 yonson, Every Msn In His , 111, iv, p, 276,

102 17 Hoary IV, 11, 4v, lu 376,

103 1 yonry 11, T, 44, 1, 129

mon)
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these different sests aro emwersted: "And almest of all religions in the
land ss Papist, Pro%atgnh, Puritan, Brownlst, Anabaptist, Millenniry, Pamily
Ot Love, Jew, Turk, Infidel, Atheist, Good Fellow, stcebers," ' og these
the :Pwi%:a.m are most frequently referred to by the dramatiets, OF them
 Asper spesks:
0y but b0 suoh, whose faces sre gll senl,

And with the words of Horoules invade
 Buch orimes ns thesed that will not smell of sinm,

Bat meem as they were made of sanctity:

Religion in their garments, and their hair

Cut shorter then their eyebrows! when the consoience

%8 vester than the oessn and dw%xgu
- More wretohes than the Vounters,+

The saying of grace iz more frequently spoken of in the ﬁl&.m@m
drama then any other religious oustom. The ususl form concludes thus,
Agod save our Quesn and send us pesce in Christ, Aven," This form is obe
jected to by the "first gentlemen" in A Nessure for Messure when he ssserts,

"There's not e soldier of us all, that, in the thanksgiving before meat do
relish the petition well that prays for m&an.?’mﬁ Timon of Athens gives
us two elaborste exemples of grece, neither of whish is conventiomal amd
both of whioh express worldimsss in the spealer; "

Irmortal gods I erave no pelf}
I pray for no oms tut myself.
Grant I mey never prove so fond,
P¢ trust men on his oath or bond,
Or a harlet for her weeping
Or a dog that seems a~sleeping
" Or 8 keeper with my freedom)
‘Or my friends, if I should need ‘em,

104 pogtward Ho, ¥, 4, pe 510,
106 Eysry Man Out of His Humour, Imtroduotien, p. 118,
10

6 \onsure for Messure, I, 1, 1. 11-17




Amon. Bo fall 4o ¢ 1@7
Rich men sin, and I eat root,

And agein he praysi

You grost benefactors, sprinkle our soclety with thankfulness.
For your owm gif'ts make yourselves praistd; but reserve still o
give lest your duties be despised, lLand to sech man enough, that

- one weed not lend to another; for, were your god-heads 4o borrew
of wen, men would forseke the gods. Meke the mest be beloved more
than the men thet gives ite lot no sssembly of twewby be withont
& scoreof villians; if there sit twelve women at the table let s
dozen of them be ve they are., The rest of your foes, 0 gods-+the
senators of Athens, together with the common lag of people--what
is amiss in them, you gods, make suiteble feor destruction., Fer
these my present {riends, as they are to me nothing, so {n m&%
bless them snd to nothing sre they welecome, Uncover dogs and lap.

While there is comparatively little in the dramas concerning bhe
réligitm life of the women there are e few interesting allusious. Wa
Qtatwa: | “

It doss cenelude

A lady's morping work, we rise, meke fine,
81t for our pioture, end 't is bime te dine, 09 |
To this *lr;h@ gallants, M%lwwﬁh and Kiokshew reply that praying is fore
got snd 16 oub of Pashion, P |
" Malvole saye, "I' faith as bewds go to ohurch for fashiom sals,"i)
énd agaﬁﬁh& mentions the church ss s place of "much mammsm“m

' Dame Quiokly, in recommending Mistress Fage to Falstaff, asgerts that she

107 Shakespeare, Timon of Athens, I, 44, 1, 64-T3
108 yu4,, 17T, vi, 1, 79-08,

108 ;ﬁm of Pleasure, I, 4, ps 1140,

110 ypad,, 1, 44, pe 1140,

11 gne yaloontent, IV, ¥, pe 598

112 yy1a,, T, 134, ps 665




will net miss merning or evening pmyw,ns
In the preceding chapter, it was asserted that the Elizebethen Bge
was one of locse manners snd still looser morals. The drames of this peried
support that assertion. Probably in no other of the Bllsabethan dramms do
we find the evils of London life more mimutely related than in Robers
Greene's A Looking Glass for London., He desoribes london ss s place where

"wsury is counted husmudry"lm where "mereiless men roh the poor ,”m whore
"poverty is despised and pity mmghﬁd'ﬁlla where mon think more of momsy

M7 yhere "whoredom reigns and murder follows rwﬁ,"iu where

than of God,
children are ds.ae‘badmzxt,lm where flatbery beguiles pﬂm;m whore there
1s falsehood in old and young, 2l where servamts rebel agaimst mesbors,12?
and where "the common weal" is acoounted hell,l%d

In Bichaelmas Torm, s father expresses his regrets that his dsughter

hes ceme to the oity:

0, if she knew
The dangers that sttend on women's lives,
She'd rather lodge under a thateh'd roof
Than under carved ceilings
s B » %
Thie men deveuring oity where 1 spent
My unshapen youth, te be my age's ourse

118 po Marry Wives of Windsor, II, i1, 1. 100-10L
114 Greaws, 4 Looking Glass for Londen, I, 111, ps 95
118 Ibide, pe 85

116 Mu ps 9B,

117 Ibide, ps 95,

118 qpa4,, II, 4, ps 114

119 1p44,, 11, 34, pe 1260

120 Loo. m‘

121 1pig,, I1I, 11, ps 124

122 134,, 171, 443, p. 128,

123 E it




in::xi surfeited sway my nawe and pbate
n swinish riobs now being so
I do aweke a Mgéwgﬁ e v

London st night is thus pietured by Shakespears:

‘When the searching eye of heaven is hid

Behind the globe, and lights the lover world,
Then thieves sxd robbers range abrosd ynseen
In marders end in outrage bloody here,’

P

- What Reynsldo and Polonius say of g seing, drisiing, fomsing,
swearing, querreling, and drabbing being common ameng the youth might well
apply to Emlgmwigﬁ

| In the prologue to Rule 4 TWife and Haye A Wife, FPletcher thus
Jestingly praises the morals of the Lligabethans:

Plessure atbend ye and about ye sit
The springs of mirth, fanoy, delight and wit,
To stir you upl Do not your looks let fall,
For to remexbrance our late errors oall,
Because this day we are Spanlarde all sgain,
The story of our play snd our soene Spains
The errora too do not for this cause hete,
Now we present thelr wit, and not their state,
Wor, ladies be not smgry, if you see ’
A young fresh besuty, wenbon nnd too free,
Seek to abuse her hwsband; still ‘tis Spadn,
Ho such gross errors in your kingdom reign:
Wetrs westals all and though we blow the fire
We seldam make 1t flame up to desire;
Teke no example neither to begin

'~ For some by precedent delight te sin,
Hor blame the poet if he slipt sside :
Someti-es lsssiviously, if not too wide,
But hold your fans close, and then aﬁyf nt enge
4 cruel scens did never lady please,

124 4 aleton, Michaslnas Porm, I, i1, ps 264,

128 pyonard IT, IIT, 11, la $7-40,

126 gamlet, II, &, 1e 26+

127 pyatener, Rule A Wife snd Have A Tife, Prologue, 1. 1-20




60
The manners and morals of court life are admirably revealed by
Bhirley in The Tmm@a :

Whet do grest ledies do st eourd, I pray?

Enjoy the plessures of the world, dance, kiss

The amorous lords and chenge court breathy sing; lose
Belief of other Heeven; tell wanton dresme;
Rehearse their sprightly bed sceneg and boest which
Hath most idolators; ascuse all faces,

That trust to the simplicity of naturej

Talk witty blesphemy

Disoourse their gaudy werdrobes; plot new pride;
~Jest npon pourtiers legs; laugh at the wagging

Of thelr own festhers; end s thousaend more
Delights which private ladies never think oi’s.lzs

Vittoria %rmmly mmks,

0, heppy they that never sew the, ggurt
For ever knew men ut by rapmul

And Guise in Bussy D'Ambeis expresses his opinion thuss

1 like not their court fashiony it is too orest fall'n
In all observence making demigods ,

0f their great nobles, end bf their old gue

An ever young and most immortal goddesse™®

In B@WM ‘EQ it iz stated _*&hat "pboldness s & good feshion and amnmﬂl i
livia reveals the 1ow morals of some of the middle alsss, when in
order to indulge her brother in the 1llieit love for their miece, lies to

132 Lady Celestins,who has nourned for & year as 8

her sbout her birth
‘ , , ‘ 133

widow and yet is only sixtesn,is en exsmple of the custom of early merrisges.

That this was an age of 11licit love end loose morals 18 shown by the drame=

tists, Orlando stetes thet there are not more then fifteen chaste woemen in

128 gpipley, The Traibor, II, i, ps 1585,
120 yopgter, The Wnite Devil, ¥, vi, p» 079
130 Gpapman, Bussy DlAmbois, I, i1, ps 523
151 yogiward He, I, i1, Pa 5084

132 Women, Beware Viomen, II, 1, pe 1501,
1s3 E@ Lady of Plensure, I, 1, pe 1130,
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five hundrea,l®
Doctor Ret reveals the moral state of the poorer olagses when he
2ays ,
And when
I vome not et their eall, I only thereby leose .
For I am sure to lack therefore tythe pyg or a gmmwa

Thet wemen were no longer locked wpon as delicate and siokly is

ahm when Middl@an writes ';n icheslnag Tern, “ihen did I ever hear of a
- woman sicken, swoon, die, it was before my tine, 138

| There sesms to have been o general opinion smong the drammtists that
hospitality was not es ocommon as in former times, Shakespeare oxpresses
this ﬁaiiaf well when he has a shepherd &ay at & shearing feast:

Pie, daughber} when my old wife liv*d wpon

This dey she was both pantler, utler, ooek,
Both dame and servant; weloom'd all, servtd all;
Would sing her somg end danmce her turni now here,
A% upper end o' the table, now i' the middle;

On his shoulder and his; her face o' fire

With labour; and the thing she took te quench it,
She would to each one sip., You ere retired,

As if you were s feusted one snd not

The hostess of the meeting. Pray you, bid

These unknown friends to 's welocome for it is

A way to meke us better friemds, more known.
Gome, guench your blushes, and present yourself
Thet whioch you sre, %masa ot the fesst. Come on
And Dbid us weloamesl ,

In comparison to the abundence of materisl found in the dramas

soncerning dress end superstition, there is s grest searcity of materisl

134 II The Homest Whore, V, u » De 780,

135 gtevenson, Gemuer Gurben's Needle, IV, i, ps 95,
136 Middleton, Micheelmas Term, V, iv, pe 307,

157 ypo wimber's Tale, IV, v, 1. 64=63,
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 regerding a women's educationy what 1ittle there is is vegue and indefinite.
There must have been some kind of schooling for Helena says that Hermis wes
& vixen when she went to "achool® %% gng there ere references to a “school
maid"® ond go a “gohool mistress, -0 But a8 to the nature of that school-
ing the drametists are apperently silent,

Biance, the daughter of s rich Paduan gentleman, remarks:
I am no breeding scholer in the schools. |

I'11 not be tied to hours nor ! nppa‘m;eg gimes
~ But learn my laswns &8 1 pleese myself 4 ’

Halem tells us of her girlhwd.:

%, Harmi.a, like two artificisl gods

Heve with our needles orested one flower

Both on one sampler, sitbing one oushion,
. Both warbling of omw song, both in one key
U As AP our sides voi.aai and minds
1 Hed been incorporate.
O'bhﬁlla _describes Desdemons as belng ‘delicete with her needle snd an
excellent masiolan, 143 |

Girls were also teught by tutors for in speaking to Holofernes

Nathan rammkm *] praise the Lord for you and so mey parishionsrs; for
their sons are well tuwbor'd by you and their dmght&ra profit Wr;y g;c*am;ly |
undar ym."‘l‘“ Orlsndo speaking of! Roselind who was in disguise says, "This
boy ,15' foreat born and hath been tutor'd in the rudiments of meny Separate

‘.;&’tud’iﬂﬂ " w148

138 4 1t dsumer Mght's Dresm, IIT, i1, 1. 524,

139 weagure for Measure, I, iv, l. &7«

149 pugay Diambois, T, 1, ps 5210

141 gq gaming of the Bhrew, III, 1, 1. 18-20.

142 j, y3doummer Might's Dresm, IIT, i1, 1. 205-208,
143 otnello,1V, i, 199,

164 | vets Labour's Lost, IV, 11, 1. 77.

145 o You Like It, V, iv, 1. 5L
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In Gymbeline, Imogene speeks thus to her servant:

1 have read three hours. line eyes are weak.
Fold down the leaf where I have left, To bed,
Take not sway the taper, leave it burning,
And if thou canst't agam by four o' cloek,

I prithee cell we ot

mmgh Imuhimu 1t 48 lesrned that she had been reading & tale a:t' Terws,“‘?
Of her many persensl achievements Mariam BBYE .

I osn ging, wenve, sew end dance
With okher virtues which I*11 keep from hoast
And I'11 understand all these to teach

- I doubt not at whaﬁggim populase oity will
Yield meny scholars.’

Parheps Portia is the mowt mtéta»ding intollectual femnls charscter
of Eliszabethen ﬂxma.- She seys she carmot understand Faloonbyridge beoause
"he hath neither letin, Prench, nor Italien, n149 That ghe was familiar with
lew 48 showm in the courd ,ammml% Bhe was slaso verged In slassical lore
as is revesled by the following:

: but with much more love ,
Then young Aleides when he did redeem o
The virgin tribute paid by howling Troy :

Te the ses-monster. I atend for saorifiges
m rest aloof are the Dardanisn wives.™

mmhw mmm'm that his lady is spirited and couprtly; thet she

sp@aka ﬁm i&m&g@u .
Sings, danoes, plays o th' Jute te mdmiration!

146 o omboline, 11, 51, 1, 51,

W7 4., I1, 18, 1o 45

148 poricles, IV, vi, 1y 194108,

140 yorshant of Vanim, 1, m, L 7 £,
150 Tuid,, IV, 1.

181 1yi4,, 131, 44, le 56-G0a




Is fair, and paints not; games, too, keepe & table,
And telks most witty f@ti‘m; hes a wit
Of & clean Mereuryw-+o&

Thet Blenoa s familier with Latin is shown in her conversetien
with Incent1o)’" and Artemis and Colestina in The lady of Plessure comverse
in Freneh,!5 " |

Of the eduoation of wamen in the middle and lower olasses there is
still less informetion, HNantolet remerks that his daughter

is no often spealker
Bat when she does, she spesks well; nor no reveller,
Yot she can dance, and has studied the court-elements
And sings, as some say handsomely; if e women,
With the decensy of her sex may be a mhm%nr
I can essure ye, sir she understands t00,358

Hosrd remerks that his niece is in London with her uncle, to lesrn /eghims
and practise mei0;15€ ang ¥rs, Goursey ceserts that she has reed Aesop's
fables, 57 |
 Some men still haed & derogatory attitude towards women es is shown

from the following passages,

Unvalued worth? he, hs, ha, why she's but

A woman; and they are windy turning vanesj

Love light as chaff, whieh when our mowrishing grains

Are winnew'd from them, unsonstantly they fly.

2+ %he lesst wind of passigm; a wmuiu eye
Cen turn iteelf with quick'dexterity. 58

182 gnirley, The Ledy of Pleasure, I, i, ps 118,

165 1pig,, 111, 4, p. 1164 £,

164 plotoher, The Vild Gooss Chase, I, 41i, pe 880

165 1 a410ton, A Tuok To Onboh The OM Ons, I, i1, pe 995,
166 porer, Iwo Angry Women of Abingbom, I, 1, ps 265,
167 tne Taming of the Shrew, ITI, i, l. 26-48,

158 Mddleton, The Femily of Love, I, 4, pe 4o
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: x‘n'?h«e lialoonvent Mendogn, Moguerelle,and Pletro express their
vmm on women thus ,

Oh thet I oould reil sgainst these momsbers 4n mﬁmm, nolels of

kﬂl}s; marse of the Mﬂmp womend that dare stbtempt enyb L0 and

- what they attempt they oare not how they mml&ahx m‘wmﬁ all
premeditetion and prevention; resh in esking, desperate !.u wwiﬁm,
Ampatient in suffering, extrems in desiring, slaves umbo ap
migtresses in dissembling, only comstant in inconstaney,
perfect in counterfeliting; their words are feigned, thelr e
forged, their sights dismenmbled, their looks counterfeit, the:
hair false, their given hopes deceitful, their very bresth
srtifieial) their blood is their only g@%@w& ‘¢lothes end ‘old
aga are only the devils they tremble at,

Maguerelle g,hm;a us the different perieds in & woman's m: "At
four, w:eimn were fools; at fourteen, drabs; at forty, bewdsy ot fourso

" " '
witohess ard o hundred, oats,*®” And Pietro when esked what he would have
sung for him replies:

Sing of the nature of women and then the song ghell be surely
full of variety, old crotchets, and most pweet closess 1t shall
pe humorous, graeve, fantasti ai amorous , melsnoholy, sprightly,
one in all, snd all in one, 8

| Snekespeare, as mest of the Eliszsbethan dramatists, wes careful te

pay tribute to "Good Queen Bess," He hms Cranio say,

" let me spesk, alr,
For Heaven now bids me; and the words 1 ubber
let nome think flattery, for they!ll find ‘em truth,
This royal infant~-Heaven gtill move sbout herf--
’x’hwgh in her oradle, yebt now promiess
on this lend e thousend theusand blessings,
thh time shall bring to ripensss, fhe shall bew=
But Pew now living cen behold thet goodnesi-~
A pwwm to all princes and m that shall succeed, Sabe was never

169 yoraton, Tho Maloombent, 1, vi, pe 570
160 ynid,, T, vi, pe 609
161 Ib&du’ II; 3."7, Pa %gﬂ



Hors: covetous of wisdom and fair virtue
Than this pure soul shall be, A1l prineely graces,
That mould up such u mighty piece as this ie ‘
. With all the virtues that attend the good,
. Shell still be doubled on her, Tyuth shall murse her,
Holy end heavenly thewghts still counsel her,
~ Bhe shall be lov'd and fear'd: Truth shall mrse her,
Holy and hesvenly thoughts still sounsel her,
. Bhe shall be lov'd and fear'd: her own shall bless herj
- Her foes shake like a field of beaten earn,
- And hang their heads with sorrow, God grows with her.
. In her eyes every man shall eat in ssfoty,
Under his own vine, what he plants, end sing
The merry songs of peace to all her neighbers,
~ God shall be truly known; and those about her
From her shall read the perfect ways of honour
And by these claim their grestnsss, not by b&m&tﬁw

#

Thorndike has steted thet the Lligabethan drama embodies the deily.
hebit and custom, the extermal sctivities, the emotional stress, the Psith,
| amm. and aspirstions of the sudience for whom it was oveated, o while
‘this is well known to be true of the Elisabethan drams in gewsral, it hes

bé@n the work of this study to demoustrate clearly that drems pertroye

fai%hfﬁlﬁly the 1ife of the women of that period, For as Eliszabeth¥s court
was filled with suitors so, aleo, was Partia's court st Belmemt, 1% 44
Elizabeth rejected her suitors so Camiola 65 rejected hers. As Eligabeth

: sga'h on her ‘aourﬁier g0 Jane spat st her phyuiemmmg As BElizsabeth struck

at her aérwmﬁs g80 Ketharive snd Celesbima struck at mmsm he the

182 penry i1z, ¥, v, 1639,
165 4unley Ko Thorndike, Shakespesre's Theatre (New Yorks The
Maomillan Company, 1916), p« 43,
16% yyo orohsnt of Venios, 1T, &3 1T, vil.
165 mno Maid of Homar.
166 1ye Fair Quarrel, ITL, ii, pe 11664
167 png Taming of he Shrew, and The Ledy of Plessure, II, i1, ps 1141,
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ladies spent their time in oourt so the ledies in drame spemt their time,
As women in life attended the various emusemonmbs, Pollowed the fashions
and lived their own lives, so 414 the wemen 11& drama.,



A pravi.maly stated, this siudy wes made for the purpose of determine
hm whether or not the prevalent sssumption that drems plotures the life of
the time in which 1% is written, is true in regard to the portraysl of
women of the Elizabethan perdied, i

. Since only @ limited mmount of both primary snd secondmry

materis) was aveilable, this does not pwrpert ©o be an sxhanstive sbudy
which offers complete complusions, Nevertheless, from the investigetion
of more then seventy-five vlays end forby books of histopy, there M? been
such & complete correletion between the women of history and the mn of
drama of this period thet there ¢en be no doubbt that the Remsissamce dremes.
| didpertmytha 1if'e of the women of thet times

| me histery it was found thet certsin changes in women's physioal,

awial, relﬂ.g&.eua and imtellectusl exnviromment made for their sdvancement
by
& combrast of the characters of Videms snd Cordelis. The farmer, ropre~

towsrd & natural pesition in life, In drams mm changes are affirm

sonting women in the early part of the period, is merely a figure fashi oned
after & sot patterns The latber is distinetly Bnglish and possesses & well
defined personality. OF all the dramatists of this ors, Shakespesrs ex=
oelled in the portrayel of his femsle cherseters, and they seem more matursl
end real than do those of the lesser dramatists, However, there sro smong
me guch oharscters »s the Duchesa

the oreations of Shakespeare's contem
of Malfi, Bellafront, Calanthe, Vittoris, and Cemiola thet are far frem

being mere figure heads.



It is interesting to note that while She

SWW@’** ﬁ]‘m nraserh
more vividly then the others, the 1ife of his time,there are sertain

Paotors in that life thet he elther never mentions or mentions ealy ime
I‘raqwnbly. 8tareh, forks and *babmcm‘. all introduced imbo Bngland during
his w and all frequently mf‘um& t0 by histerians and the other
dramatists ,are not menbionmed by &haimwam in auy of his pluyw Card
playing, which hed become so popular in the preceding sentury, is alluded
to in the thirty-five ﬁrmw of Shakespeare only eight times. Comches,

likewise, are mentioned only six times and the game of chess,s popul

Torm of avmmoment in his day,is not mentioned at all.
Of Shakespeare's plays, The Merry Wives of Windaor gcontalns the mogt

materisl on the conbemporary lifes Thie is not surprising sinmce it is the
most theroughly Bnglish of all his plays, heving both English character:

and English setting. The dramas of Midéleton, Deliwr and Jonson are alse
rich mines of material on daily lifes dJonson's women sre these of the
middle or lower class and are as a. whole coarse, and wwrefineds In fect
- he has no herciues worthy the neme.

gy o @ women's

As has been previously stated there sre some phif
lﬁ.fe, her Mn;&wbien and #al&g&m thet are not vividly snd M&w&mzy per-
trayed by the _Mﬁ;mtﬂu However, these pheses are alsy trealed in the
seme vegue memmer by ﬁia historisms, Therefore,the conclusion may be drewn
%Ma Renaissance dramstists were foithful in thelr pertreyal of the life of

the women of their time,
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