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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEPINITIONS OF TERME USHD

" The ohisf liberary event of 1880 was the award of the Nobel Prize

in Literature o the Amerisen novelisty, Bineclair Iwwih“l Recording to the

conditions of the pr&m, the maiy:lan’e mt have daem work of sn idealis-
t10 mmryﬁ The inaerip%m on m mrd 1s as follews: "To Sinelair
Ma, wimr ar 'c}w Nobel Prise in Litemtmre, t‘w hia pmml dmam;p-
ﬁﬁm mlymia. m gifs for thn eraation of 'mws, his kmzmua, hia
hmmh“”

mm Mr. Lewis reaaim th:u mrnrét, 8 storm of protest arose in
&mrieo;; meso Mr, Lewis m'!za an’airon on mriean 1ife, his eaun’erym
fuw that Burope had mmm Amrim by gﬁ.v:lng hin the famous prize, How-
wor, %hm fuw remains tmm sim}.a.ir Imria has been ’es}w mia wmelywrem
and beatwknm lving Americen mnm in Empe,4 am Jem Simlnir me
boolks haw attained *bhﬁ rmkﬁ of the mMauer &laaa m the mn in which
Mmy were pnbliﬁhad.
~ . For these reasons, beocause he is tm only American winner of the
Nobei Prim in Li'bem’imm, a n@wlia’k wheso beaks are repeatedly best-

1 williem Lyon Phelps,”As I Like Tt," Seridumer's, (March 1931,)
pm 838.
® mia.

¥ Dorothy Thompsen, (Mrs, Simelair Lewis,) "At the Court of King
Gustef," The Pietoriel Review, (April 1981,) p. 82,

4 mrry Lorin Binses and Johm L. Trownsbine, "Burope looks ab
Sinelair Lewis," Bookman, (Jemuary 1931,) p. 487.




sellers, and the most widely<read and besteknown living Americen euthor in
Europs, Sinclair Lewls must be regarded es ome of the significant novelists
of the twentieth ecentury,

| ; THE PROBLEM

Since Sinclair Lewis is one of the

the twenbieth century, the purpose of this study
is (1) thet of tracing the development of the movelist's skill in the

oreation of soclal setires; an

. (2) thet of studying his attitudes toward
the A

serican 1ife whieh is reflected im his writings,
" E‘ T,;’; B o

roceive the Neobel Prigze in ﬂa@&m‘am,khawﬁar believes that an mlyt‘ieal,

106 of the study, Beesuse My, Lewis is the only American %o

detailed study of Sinclair la's satires may be useful in contributing to

the knowledge of the work of ome of imericn's foremost men of letters.

Furthermore, this survey will combine the essentisl opinion

- viewpolnts of the influential critics who have commenbted upom Mr. Lewia's

style and his satives, A
' Therefore, the writer hopes that his thesis will be of use to stu~
dents of current 1%51*&%11#%
DEFINITION OF TERMS

Sooial satire, According bo the text of Webster's Unabridged

Dictionary, satire is a literary compesibtion, holding up abuses, errora,



]

vite, gt geters, to reprobationm or ridioule, According bo Webster, "social"
porteing Yo relatie Mpwﬁw others of one's kind, or pertains to society

in generals - ’
© ‘Therefors, & sceial ssbire is a literary composition which ridioules
cortain pheges of the life of the people of e eountry.

4wab¢%r&wﬁmu sulbure thuss "Cultivation, the product

The art of tmproving or developing by ¢dusation, discipline,
ok getera, The enlightment amd discipline moquired by menbal and moral

aty”  Cultlvete is defined thus: "fo oivilise; refime,”
Therefore, in thie study, oulture mm the process of sivilizing or ths
- produsts of eivilizetion; snd the art of lmproving by educations '
Avtitude, In this utuﬂy, atbitude mey be dgfinm as position or
‘bearing as indicating w@i&& foeling, or mood, - .‘
Foibles Folble my e defined 'ns a failing, or wesk point,
tlons In the discussion of "Convention snd Standardisation”

in Ohepter VII, the word wey be defined mes fixed custom or usages
| Standardization,” In the chapter just vited, standardizetion means
that mah5 is established by esuthority, oustom, oy general consent;, eas a
model or example, | '
Socialism, Webster gives the following definition for the word:

"A political and economic theory or social reorganizabion, the essential
feature of whioh is government ocontrol of economioc motivities, to the end
that competibion shall give way to ocooperstion and that the opportunities
of life and the rewards of labor shall be equitably apportioned,® Inm the



disoussion of socialism in this thesisy the word mesns the policy in
aggordance vmm the socielietic theory,

~ Pasoiem, For fasolsm, society has historical and immepent ends of
px@&@gyaggwnﬁf@%ggygggggw@@g@@#&ﬁﬁﬁt@ Individuels are mersly the means by
which soelety ‘&@Maws its ends; The individual 4is subordinated to soeslety,
but not elimingted, He osnmot lesd am existence distinot from thb of the
states He wm & duby to the state, end in the exercise of this dubty may
be ‘stallad;on to sacrifice everything, imeluding his life, Ths form of
government sdvocated by fﬁw@m réjaaba’ the coneception of popular sovere
elgntys The governlng olass must }w led snd animated by & man who ean give

expression %o its ideals,
ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS

Sinoe this survey deals with the satires of Mr, lewis, ths subj¥et
natber has been divided into five tepies, each dealing with a specifie
mentel view, However, the first division couprises the earlier works or
novels which ¥re Lewis wrote yﬂur w 1920 when he published his first
mﬁ;}ar a«a’;ﬁmﬁ Nain Streets These first Wls may be said ﬁo be fore=

runners of the solal satire, The four following divisions deal with
~ ¥r, lewis's attitudes toward Ameriocan Life and are entitled: The Pursuit
of Culture, Foibles of the Mﬂem Business Man, ﬁalig:lar;. and The Ameriean
Sooial Orders BEach division or chapter treats of some particular phase of
Materialist Aneries, | -




5 .

In tracing the development of M, Lewis's skill in satire, the writer
will point out in the disoussion of the books in each chapter the suoccessive
| steps and characteristies of the development., Thus, the two points of the

t each other in the oourse of the survay,



REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

| Higbory of the problem, Many eminent writers have oritieised |
Sinelair Lewis's writings, but the oribicisms heve appesred mainly in
pa;mlw MW%W magasines, Only one man, ﬁari Van Doren, has attempbed
& soholarly discussdon of the Wﬁlﬁ.w at book lengths however, in his dls-
course, he has assumed s definibely biased attibude in justificstion of the

award M iﬂm M@b&l ?:‘Mu in Libterature in 1980 o Mr, Low :aua’ This work is

highly wlumla for the 'biblmg;raphy mf um Imvia's wr;l'ei%;m from his first
poem w Ms hn‘e mwl in 1983, when m ‘bibliagmpiw was wmlﬁ%&a This
awtﬁ.@n, whish wmpriwa neerly lml!’ of the book, has been &rmwﬁ by
Barvey Taylor.

|  fme :La malhwé. to agm with @m'villa Hioks, 1&%%&*5’ wi‘itwr of
Hew Masses snd & amm&u:ama hfwm& MMMW ariwio, w&w haw observed,
“i&my things may be said ebout 8inclair Imds and there sre many poluts of
view ﬂ'm which }m work can ) be pmriwbly nmmﬁmd w?

After & ¢rahamiw sbudy of his mrka. the mmr hag chosen to

discuss My, lowis's mwl& as qwia; amiwm A review of the other aspects

of Mr, Lewis's work, howsver, may be valumble to the student of ourremb
literature, as well ss elarifying vo thie survey, Therefors, the text of

this obapter is conecerned witxh & review of the literatuve,

1 Carl Van Doren and Hayvey Taylor, 8inelalr Lewis, & Blographioal
Sketeh, (Garden Cibty, New Taris Doubleday, Doran and Goss 1565,)

% Grenville Hicks, "Sinclair Lewls and the Good Life,” Tho English
Jaumnl, C&pril 1886,) ps 266,




Carl Van Doren belleves that Simelair lewis is the guintessence of
the Unibed States set off by a special gemius, He terms him the “essentiel
Americem of the fwenbieth century,” just as Benjamwin Preuklin was of the
sighteenth century, end Mark Twein of the nineteenth miwml Mr, Van Doren
elassifies him ae o storybellere He saysy .

L e oralt bas been, end is, only to be simply, originally

. himself and to mll m lu’a Mzoriea of the men and women who,
- from time fo time, leid hold om this driving ar&m &ngm%z

e e R R R R T T T T

. He is nok a eritie taking his wor %& apart, but & highly
smmiiaiwd Amriem mmng sbories,

An a J«mma.liw. mnmm Rose Benet says that Sinslair Lewis is o

jeumalin's pm- excellence, "He has bhat abeorbing ocuriceity about 1ife

without which no great writer was ever hown," writes My, Bemet in the

Saturda Revim ﬁ wwwr,,ﬁ .

A% one vim, Hn Bam and Mre Mﬂ were mmpmiam at Carmel,
California, ”“@‘ braln, to use Tonxy Holt's mmwim, was sometimes
thoroughly 'sandpapered',” continues Mr, Benet, “‘by the ocomgbant dlssection
of idess, the questioning b:i? every premise, the rwing. of Red’s insatiable
curiosity wnmmm preconcéived notions, and the constant challenge of

ub

his argumant. This ourlosity and his "nose for news™ led Mr, Lewis

! Ven Doren, ops oits, ps 29,
% 14,
8 Xbiﬁﬂ e 474

4 William Rose Benet, "The Barlier Lewis,™ Baturday Review of
Literature, (Jenuary 20, 1984, ) pp. 42128,

b mia,




8
en 1507+1916 to be e literary jackwofeall-trades, his sctivities ranging

from newspaper reporting and menusoript reading to magarine editing,
One mey see evidences of his jourmalistic experiences in the style
end techmique of his movels and short storles, Nr, Lewls observes the 1ife
ebout him, and writes of 1ife as it is, OStuart Peter Brodie Mais says of
¥rs lewls's movels, "We get a full measure, all right, I guppotte that is
lewls's ohief merit, He is quite merciless; his object is to see and mear&."l
&8 2 jowrnalist strives to mirror the eurresnt interest, so Sinclair
Lewis's books in the main treat of curremt questions, Henry Seldel Canby
remarks that Sinclaeir lLewis hes an m&m sense for new significences in
current 11’?1&542

As a Reformer, Most crities bellieve that Mr, Lewis's pmm@;a‘m
writing of current problems ;L‘a‘ thet of mﬁ‘un&. Vialver Lippmenn says of
Mre Lewis, "Mr, Lewis is a reformer, He wishes to destroy what he dislikes
end %o put something better in its p;&m;s My Lippmamn continues 'by saying
that Mry Lewis is & prectical man with a practical man's illusion that by
bending truth to your purposes, you can meke 1ife bé‘ﬁ"bﬁl‘;&

Sinclair lewis seems %o have e genuine love for the common people.

. Stuart Peter Brodie Mais, "Sinclair IMs,“ Some Modern Authors.
(E@W York: Dadd, m&, and %py 1985]) Pe 100,

Eem'y 8eidel Canby, "Sineclair Lewis's Art of Work," Saturday
Review of Li‘baratum, (Pebruary 10, 19%4,) p. 463,

Halter Lippmenn, "Sinelair Lewis," Men of Destiny, (New York:
The Macmillan Co., 1928.) pes 764

* i,

L



William b,wn ﬁmm explains his works thusy

Yrs Mwiu is & mm&&mﬁamm pwaim%. mmnmm g«wmml,
friendly, affectionate man, who bhates @mlﬁwy and injustice
because he loves the inerbloulate common pecple, His hatred:
for those i:a oharge of prisons and pris irﬂ blezes in *thia
walm \ Y WT in a wmum:mg rm*

swmw Anid

' z:m believes tlm An mdw &Wla&r Lamh one is
p@mmm hmt‘ fsm man desives %o ]mu Amr&m life, Jbut oatnot brwg
himself o déa Mu Ha saye

One comes mvimbly o the aamluuim that hwm i8 & m
writing who wenting pessiopately to love the life ahout him,
eannot - brmg himself to do so, snd who mm:mg; perhaps bo see
besuby desoend upon our lives like a- sborm hes become blind
to the mimer bwut:iw our lives hold,

ﬁa amys that Mnalair Lewis is a man fighﬁing; kerrifimlly and
imf’f@amally for 8 bhing about which he mlly dma oars, Mm Mdnmen
describes the maxn par}mpa m&‘h umm’wly when he ss.ys, "Thare is & kind
of Pighter living inside Sincleir Lewis,"®
| Fréd'vmh Pattes expluins the sordidness of Mr, Lewis's movels
thuss "He s exposing like all other mudb-rakers, to the ubber limits,
ugliness, snd inefficiency in order that 1t may be semi and deplored and
remedied,"4 |
| Milton Waldmen thinks that Mr, Lewis does not hate Nain Streebs
rather he is indignent at 1%, a8 at a thing which one lovess He says:

1 ‘Wﬂlimi Lyon ?helpa, "As T Like ‘It," Boribner's (&pfil 1088, )
pe 2564 '

2 Sherwood Anderson, "Four Ameriocan Impmaaiom," Hew Republis,
(April 1983,) pe 266,

3 mia,

4 Pred Lewis Pattes, The New Ampriven Literature, 18850-1680,
(New York: Gentury Co,, 1980,) p. 8




Be is indignant beceuss of the beauty M% wastes,; the nills

it denudes and covers with umsightly boards, the hearts it

- depresses and the minds it stultifies, Like Dr. Xennicott
himself, he loves the prairies, he feels at home with the Banm
Clarks when they shout weloome 4o the sbranger who alights in
.their midst, But even more he loves the writers of the world
which Mein Street would amnihilate, and 4t is as s proteest thet
he perceives and ories out against ite abtacks on those of its
possessions which mankind must always find enduringly veluable
when 1t 1ifts its head beyond Main Street's oonfines,*

Granville Eiak:n baliews thms Sinclair Lewls is the. yiemar of
revelt. He characterizes Mr, lewis as & man in search of the Good L’Mi‘e.
In this seunse, he terms Mr, Lewis a moralist, He clsesifies the novels
as first, novels of rebelliom, such as Main Street, and second, movels of
conformity, such as Babbitte® |

Mr, ¥ais says that My, lewis's revolt is ageinst materialism, that
he spends all his time in destruetive erimum snd that the hooks are
bound %6 teke ammﬁ

Az san Idealist, Mr. Phelps, who knew Sinclair lewls at Yele when
he wes Harry lewls, says that as & young men the aubhor wes almost fanatieal
in his "idealism and avmgmlism"%

Since the reoipient of the Nobel Prisze in Literature, in the wording

of the award, nmst write mrh of en idaalistiu tusmimay, ens sonocludes

3 ds Ce Squire, editor, "Sinclair Lewis,” by Milton Waldmen,
Gma & mry Americen Authors, (New York: Henry Holt and Cos, 1928, )

3 Hioks, GPa m‘; Ps 286, R
§ Mais, ope site, P+ 103,

¢ %ginolair Lewlis Strubs His Stuff,” Literary Digest, (December 24,
195@,\) Pe 18,




11
that thers mmat have been some transfer of the idealism of his youth inbe
the books of today, |

Iné.m&, Ts K W‘hﬁgﬂ& says thet in Main Strest, Babbitt, Arrowsmith,
or Gantry, Sinolair Lewis has rendered in mnute detsil e vast

panorama of an almost ideal praetical zsw,&wyul

ver, Hrs Ven Doren dismgrées, for he miiaw#tm% Hr, Lewls is
not an idealist. If he were tested for idealism, his works would be found
ean&méi@b@ry. ¥r. Van Doren s8ys s

His work contains mo bight scheme of e}wtﬁm, mmlg
socelal, politieal, or theologieal, Tesbed by sny strict
iée&lag@gﬂ.&*@, he would turn oubt %o be Pull of conbtradictions,
His strain of radicels is 2 stromg, !mmae imtimt: tmxﬁa
the aide of justioce, fmé% decency, kinduese, L% he
never eamounted Lo a system,

As a Creator of Typess On the prise imnriptigm are the words,
“"his gift for the ereation of %ypsae”s
Boveral erities and many readers agree with the Nobel Prize commitbee
in this respeet, Mr, Lippmanm says, "Mr, Lewis has an extraordinary telent
for inventing stereotypess” These stereotypes he ¢alls "useful devises” for
seeing the American publia, Thwy are maﬁ m*hmm}. devicesy mm they are
wholly mecheniesl, He possesses the abiliey to photogmph the details of
groups of paapla who conform to set types, lHe M g:wsa mma to these

"c:.ypo&/ such as "Babbitt" for the business mem type; the church hypoorite

3 T, K. Whipple, "Sinclair Lewis,"” Spokesman, (New Yorks D, Appleton
and Cos, 1928,) ps 219,
® VanDoren, op. oites pe 474

8 Thompson, 0p. ©lts, Pe 524




beoomes Elmer Cantry; the small town, Main 8treet./ Mr, Lippmann

Lewls Mumford writes that Mr. lewls's novels are photopraphs,

Mr, Lewis has prospered by invenbing snd warketing useful
deviees for seeing the American scene quickly, His paychological
inventions ere being used by willions of Ameriemns bo perceive and
express thelr new disillusioned sense of Amgriea, They are wholly

-mechanical and they are completely stendardised now that they have
passed into common use, 4 Es.bhwls ig no lﬂmgw % man he 1s &
pre;}udiww /

The ary of creating these pmjuﬁims oconslsts, in Mre lewis’s
ease, of an ability to assemble in one pieburs, & collection of
‘extraordinarily neat imitations of life-like details, , . He has
‘& photowand p!wmgyaphm memory with an irresistible gift of
nimiory, But since his business is the dreatlon of types rabher
than of living characbers, he does not photograph and mimic indi-
;igggh, Babbitt iz not & man; he is assembled oubk of many actusl

itte.

o « & As with en almost parfm; scarecrow the thing is so much
1ike 1ife that it nearly lives, Yet it is altogether deads It

12

continues:

is like an asnatomiocal model of in average mn,, 8 mx:mly ’@Mr%ina& |

concept which has no existencs,

¥s L, Robbing says that Mmlw ,mm, in peopling his Ameries

with euthentic types, is the cameramsn and producer of the great Ameriocsn

movie merial, He says:

His unfailing observation and facility in minube reporting
of characters have peopled his books with authentic btypes.
Every situation is photographieslly eleer, There is no
' subtlety and no irm, It is a misbake to think Sin¢lair lewls

is en ironist. gzw cemeramsn and producer of the m&h
Americen movie ﬁ@!"i&l@

Mr, Whipple speaks of Bimeleir Lew!

s as a "photographio realist,

s Ops Sibus DPe T4=TBs

2 §,L. Robbins, Book Review in The Oublook, 151:466 (March 20, 1929)
Book Review Digest., Vol. 24, 1829, ps 662,

$ Whipple, ops cite, Pe 208,

w3

He says that

-
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Lewis's mirror reflects mccurately at the cemter the person, the clumsy
gestures, the vague speech of the érmeipal chareoter; wmzn& the convex
end oomverse sides it shows everything else in Amerisan 1life in vivid but
diatorted rslaﬁizmshipa,l

Regis Micheud oéntiras Hr, Lippme

resentative average ﬁmrimg He says that SBinclsir lLewis’s characters

&

nn's gtotemsnt thet Babbitt is the

suffer from high blood pmwm,
¥r, Phelps says in justifioation of the ¥obel Prize award, that

in Mein Street and Babbith, Mr, Lewis bas erveated a type of smell tmtn
4

and & type of business man known in ell countries,
In mgreement with this sbatement, is Dorothy Thompson, {Mre, Sineclair

lewis) who recounts the %rip she and her husband made to Bw

sden to recelive
the Nobel Prize, She says bthat although she did not know what Dry Karlfeldt
wes eaying when he awarded the prue. she knew that he wes %ailkiug about
places and characters that nearly @var;cme in thet vest eudience knew, She

sa.yB1

e & ohnd I kmew thet they did not lmow George Bebbitt es a
saricature from & #trange country, bub as & very real person,
rather ridieulous, wery pethebtis, and pot at all wnsympathetic,
that Main Street wad a small town in Sweden, even as it iz in
the United States, that they were sorry for Sam Dodsworth, that
their hearts beat in sympathy with Marbin Arf cowgmith and Gottlieb,
and “that Swedish titen Sondelius, "5

i lewis Vumford, “The Ameriocs of Sinelair Lewis," Current History,
{Jsnuery 1981,) p. 68l

2 Regis Miochaud, "9ipelair lewis end the Aversge Mpn," The American
Novel of Today, (Bas’wn: Little Brown and Co,, 1928,) p. 145,

3 Lo, oits
4 Pnolps, "As I Like It," Soritmer's, (March 1951,) p. 687,

§ Thompson, Op» Slbtes Do 52,

3
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As a Historian, Another clamsificstion of Binclair Lewis is as &

historians Benjamin De Casseres says that Mr, Lewis has writben the only

b
suthentie history extant of the twenitieth cembury Amoriosn.

Miti@s have various opinions as to the msem why Main Strest
caught the fanecy of the reading publie in 1920, Carl and Hark Van Do:;an
insist that the enormous suscess of Hain Stveet showed that a new spirit
had arisen in Ameriea, lr, Lemia tolls the sbtory of Cerol's rebellion as
representing aspiration insteed of snobbery, The reception of the book
showed that the people of Americs had come bo the smme conclusion as had
the heroine, They write:

In that first book Sinelair lewis, looking back from New York
to the Minnesota in which he hed been born, told an old stery in
an unfamiliar way. His heroine rebels, as many hercinss had
rebelled befors her in fietion, against the dullness of her village.
But whereas the usual sbtory had represented such rebellion ss = sign
of snobbery in the rebel, this story represeuted it as an dspiration,
If so humble & persom as she had disecovered that dullrness is a vige,
not & virtue, miny other persons must have made the same disoovery.
And the reception of the book proved people had begun Lo resent the
inereasing tendency to standerdize humen beings ne mechines and
machine products were stendardized. They had begun te feel, no , |
doubt dimly, thet il it were wrong te expose ithe charscter te the |
eontamination of viclous company, so was it wrong to exposs the
mind to the conteminmation of dull company, Instead of blaming
Carel, they unexpectedly sided with her, or at least grew exelted |
over her story., They suddenly showed themselves tu Lo awnre thab :
therse is & conflist bebween f{ree inimi%igam& and the mesningless.
eonventions whieh oyemp iis movements,

Again Carl Ven Doren says, "fincleir Lewle slearly hes revenge to

Lelke upon the nayrow community in which he grew up, Perhups Sinclelr Lewis

A Benjmin De Casseres, "Portraita in Brochette," The Baa]nmn

2 Carl and Mark Van Doren, "Sinclair Lewis," American and British
Literaturs Since 1890, (New Yorks the Cemtuxry Co., 1925,) pe 874
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M& on the compleecensy native %o such mwhmm:ma He wrote

¥68%t beoause he wes disconbented himself. Mr, Ven Doren addsy

 Hain Street was written, not merely besause Mr, Lewis saw

it was timé Ho teke a mew attltude towsrd the village, of

beeanse other writers just before him had been euffing the

- rebel, but because he had rogistered in himself the stirring
of & general discontenbts. He was one of the millions of Americens
who had come to think of their world ss dull in comperison with
the mere variegubted worlds spread Lefore tlam by newspagers.
metion piotures, excursions in trains or aubomobiles, He was one
of thousends who had left their villages and with more disteste
than Waialumaﬁ remembered them with diffiounlty but exeiting
townse” ' »

My, Lippmemm has another explamation fer the success of Nain Street,

He 'mya bhat by 1820 the Ameriesn peopls were weary of their old faith
that heppiness could be found by public work, and wry dubious ebout the
wisdem of peopls, They were weady for an examination of themselves because
they found that the yéeblm of living wae deeper and more complex tham they
had been sesustomed bo believe it was, "It so happened that the personal
mood of Maeﬁﬁ Lowis suibed exsotly the mood of a very largs part of the
Amriam m@lﬂ,‘“g ﬁ |

Paul Moraud has still snother explaunation, He points oubt that poste
war Ameries is seeking to find a ¢stlsfectory balance betwsen the econstraint
of pociety and the freedom of the individusl, Mr, Lewls is atbtempting the
solution of this problem in his beoks, Mr, Moraud thinks, He says:

1 | ‘
Carl G, Ven Doren, %tmgm rary Awericen Novelists, (New York:
The Meomillen Cos, 1922,) ps 161, - ‘

2 Lippmaun, opy eitss ps 724
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Post-wer Amorice is seeldng to find a balanes between the
necessary constraints of Mmty and the rise of the individual,
Sinelalr Lewis is saiding with ell his strength and his cherscters
do likewise, but feil, Babbitt is brokeny he is a modest business

- men, not big enmough te struggle againet the saored institubions to
enjoy pesce e?;ﬁ ymawrﬁm His amw. « » 18 the defest of a
wmlﬂ people,”.

&m«a this survey deals pmmulwly vmm the goeial mﬁm, the
li’ﬁarmmm mwmfmg sm@:m:w m;ia a8 @& swanw will be discusged
brieﬁm.

As a Batiriet, Certain eritics conceive Sinelair Lewis to be a
sabirigt. They believe thet he obtains his effeqts by ridiculing those
thinge which he wished %o reform. The most effective setirist ocur ecounbry
has ever produced is Sinoleir Lewis, aceording to Hr, w@mgg

M. Wippls believes that altheugh Mr, Lewis may be @ photographic
realist and mm#ning ar % nwalis’e, ye'a, primerily, he is 8 sabirist,
YHls mimiery,” says Mr, Whipple, "is all charged with hostile eriticism
end ell edged with = sabirical intent whioh little or mething Q&é&pﬂm"a
(uns iz convineed, Mr, Rhipple ﬁhiﬁm, that Mr, lewis hates his environment
with a cordisl end nmalignent Eﬁbm. Hs says, "That detestaticn has made
him & satirist, md kas berbed his seabire and tipped it with venom." |

| Demparing Mre Lewls with *fhwdara Ersia@r a8 & sabirist,ir, Niehuud
saye -khat Wﬁ is more optimistie aml iremm than Dreiser; yet he has

devoted himself bo the satire of American socclebly with vengesnce, He says:

1 Paul Horaud, "Peul Moraud looks A% Binolsir Lewls," Living Age,
(April 15, 1880,) p. 264,

a Wﬂ!’&, .0_2, Mﬂ‘ Pa 5395
® Wnipple, ops oites Dpe 208209,
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The feeling of couflict between soeiel and indusirisl
ethics, between the state of mores in American and the real
needs of the individuwal citizen, inspired his work, lLet it
not be said that the confliet betwsen what the privete man
would 1ike to do and whet the social sbtandards permit him bo
do is not peculiar %o the United S%ates,  Doubtless there is
- nowhere s civilizsblon without society, enmd & mooiety withoub
suppression of sowe sort, But if the oriticlsm which I have
shionpbed %o interpreét impartielly in these atrides are true,
1% seoms evident that the confliet in question is more btragie

pywhere else, OF all current scoial systems,
thet of the United Stabes pute the greajest check on the
Sndividual opposed to ‘#oolinl expansion,™
Mr, Waldmen agrees with the statement which My Michaud mekes aboub

societies in other vountries when he says the followlng comesrning Singlalr

lewis as & satirist:

The ostensible objeets of ridicule im hiz literature aye nob
American institutions, bubt Americen complevency, provineinlism,
narrowneas of thought, unquestioning embthusisim for the Pemiliar
and distrust of the unfemilier, culbursl ignorsnce, the reduction
of 8ll life's values to & materialistic beais, YBut of all these
deficiencies in & gresbsr or lesser degree exist in other scoietles,
s Mr, lewis himeelf ie keenly sware, One finds them especially
prominent in ell the newer indusirial ocities of Western Hurcpe; -
more merked perhaps than in sows of the older Ameriocsn cltiesy « o

- But wheress such oritioisms in Burope would be wg@ly sestional,
in Americe they are of elmost miversel application,

The Burcpesn press thoroughly approved the awerd of the Nobel

Prize, wmmin@ %o Harry lLorin Binsee and John L. Trounstine, “They

apg’m not only becauss of the suthor's literary uchievement, but he

" explained Amrim to Buropes

S

w3 These men say that foreigners think

! Michaud, ¢ s Sitey Po 150,
5 Weldmen, ops Cites Pe T8

Bonses and Tromstimé,' o0y B2it., pe 482,
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Mre Lewls ie a great realist as well as a aa'hirish.? He had Jjudged his
materialist native country end found it 1@]&1@5. Sineleir Lewis's Amerioca
to Eurcpe is the resl Amerien,t For this reason Americans objeoted to
lewls's recveiving the prize, Babbitt is to contemporary Europesns the
symbol of Ameriocs, the typleal American, everybhing unplessent and
Amrim,g Mry Mumford seyss

As o satirist he has creabed a pioture of Ameriea thet

sorresponds in a remarkable degree with the native cariocature -
Buropouns sarey in theix nenasd T o 404 perespLive

P ¥ in r heads,

This statement seems to be in direct contrast bo Mrs, Lewls's
mneeyﬁm of what Europe ‘thinks of the Lewis characterse®

Babbitt is a, satire on Amrisan middlomlaaa lifo in a g:md sized
e:uzy, BEYE Re‘bamae. LR Bwbmx Rawoo sam ‘that it is one of %m finest
soeial aatiraa n the Eoglish 1angun§a¢6

Ae a rmmr in The Booklish, "The satire in The Mem Wh@ Enew

Coolidge is so perfeet and complebe thet it is almost mimhl%m”

1 g,

B sumtord, op. cu;., » Ma.
% Loo. oit,

4 Thompson, of. ante,

g Rebscoca Westb, Bwk Review in The Hew ﬁtmeamn, 201780 Book
R@ﬂa‘w iﬁ@‘t‘ 19"22'

: 6 Burton Rasooe, Book Review in The New York Tribune.
(September 17, 1922,) ps 8, Book Review Digest, 1022, pe 50l

7 Booklist, 241404, (July 1928,) Book Review Digest, 1928, p. 468,




* CHAPTER III

FORERUNNERS OF THE S0CIAL SATIRE

-Although the first three novels whish Sinolaiyr Lewls wrote ave nob

generally Imown t¢ the resding publis, they are extremely importsnt if
one would understand the men end his later novels, In Main Street and bhe
books after 1920, he has net changed at sll in essentials, but some of his
charesteristios are disclosed mors plainly in his early books then in his
later novels, amnrﬁing to Ts Ke Whippla.l |

?md Lewis Pa%en bw}.ims that the firat book af an author alw&ya
lays bure the saul of its uma%r; he rswals ‘himself fim%:. of alls Mre
?a#hoa says, “?hare is ma more imim-aa autahia&mhm If one wnmﬁaa
*t;hnb re Fa*&%o'a ’Mlief be true, one is inclined to sgree with Sinelair
Lwia when he sums up his e:arly yoers a8 "the eternal aching comedy of
expectant y@u‘ﬁhﬁz |

Certainly, it is "the sternal sohing comedy of expectant youbh"™ which

one finds in reading these first three novels, Our Mr, Wrenn, The Trail of
the Hawk, and The Job, In ﬁhé-&e, as in the later works, one finds the same |

goneral ideas, One diseovers 1llusions shattered by life, eager atbempts

3 To K Whippla, "2inclair Lewis," Spokesmen, (New York: D, Appleton

and Co.s 1928,) ps 220,

: Fred Lewls Pattee, The New Americanm Literature, 1850=1980,
(New York: Gentury Cos, 1930,) pe 855,

8 Ipid,, pe 588,
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8% osoape, golden dreams thet end in hideous awalk

o) B&a' m &11 @f ﬂm
boolks, one sess the attempts of people to escape from their surroundings.

iy & lonely elerk dreams of Burope, In Xhe Irail of the
Hemk, & boy M‘ the preiries dreams of flying, In The Job, & emelle own,

8 of & Job in the big oidy, All of them a.m\mplish thelr escape,

but they pay & price not expested in thelr early dreams, Por this resson,
¥ry Pattes beligves that Sinoleir Lewis, the young prairie dreamer, turned

1
pesaimistioy the spark flamed into rebelliom end sdolescent eynisism,

Our My, Wremn is the forerummer of Sinclair Lewis's soolsl sabire

on "the pmui“c of oulbure,” Mr, Wrenn is a 2 lomely, meek little bachelor
of thirty-four who is sales-antry olerk of the Souvenir snd Arts Company.
Ho yesrns o ’mw«el in the far-off besutiful oounbries which he sees in the
tx-awhﬁmtma ;aﬂts the moviese Mre wa says of himy

 He was B @musmr of travelspletures, for all his life
he had been plamning & great jourmey. Though he had done
Staten Island end patronized en excursion to Bound Brook,
mwhm of thess was his grand tour, It was yet to be taken,

'» Wrenn, spperently fesvened o New York like & domestice
Mndaé barnacle, lay the possibilities of heroic rosming, He
kmew it. He, too, 1like the man who hed taken the Gamnmt
plotures, would saunbter emong dusky Javan natives in "markets
with tiles on the roofs and temples and--snde-uh, welle-placesi"
The se¢ent of Oriental spices was in his broadened mostrils es he
scampered out of the Nickslodian, ¢ . and headed for "home"-efor
his third-floor front on West Sixteenth Street,

Shortly after this visit to the ploture show, he imherits ninme
hundred and forty dollars and lmmediately decides to go om the grend

Pattee, op, oit., ps 540,

2 Sinelair Lewis, Our Mr. Wremn, (Wew York:s Harper and Brothers
Publishers, 1914,) ps Be
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journeys -Being sa een

miosl little soul, he pgets & job onm & oabbtlebout

sailing for Liverpool, The mon on the best are & rough lot, bub he makes

a :Erimé @f & won mmd mmm Arriving in Boglend, Horton and Mr, Wrenn
-t nmmﬁ, 88 My erm anys, unbil Horton, who is wmxihsa

p5 % ﬁaw not & p&ms%ﬁ, M&W%& Myrs Wrenn ome nighbs E’amely,

¥ry W éapam fw Oxford to see some of the wonderful th.mgw of which he
hag ammﬂ.» E’&% *w his ﬁiamy, ha is am@am mbla o appwuium t;mn
eml‘mm Ew has. come 80 far to awk‘ He grudmlly bagina o ;gar(wiw hix
lack of a.mm@m*am of the finer things of 1life during his wzxwmwiwm ,
with & learnsd American "txipper,” In the following oconversation, Mr, Wremn
learns iaf his colossal ignorence in soms matherss ,

o "Phose, sir, are the windows of the apartment once mu@:lsd

by Walbter Paber," eald the oultured American after whom he wms

tmiling. Mrs Wrenn viewsd them attentively, and with shewe

‘eomembered that he didu'y kwow who Walter Pater was, Butewoh
yaa, now ho remenbered; Walter was the guy that'd murdered his

whole femily. 8o M "Well, I guess Oxford's sorry Waelt ever
come here, a1l right.”

iy daar‘ sir, Mr. Pater was the most immssulate genius of the
ninm% centbury,” lecbured Dr, mwyfm, the cultured American-
awamlys
Dry Hi%yfara grudgingly shows Mr, Wmn aroundy ﬁrying o wnh
him what he should enjoy and what he shouwld not, but Mr, Wrenn always
exeagperates this learned men, espeoiaelly in such cases as the followings

Standing before a case in which wes an exquisite bock in a
gueer wrigglesome languege, bearing the legend thet from this

: Thides Pa 70




volume Fitegerald had trenslabed the Bubmiyat, Dr, Mitbyford
weved his hand and looked Ffor thanks,

"Pretby book," said Mr. Wrena,
*Aﬁﬁ did you note who used itt"
“ﬁh«yﬁa, He bastily glanced at the placard, "Mr. Fitzgorﬂda‘

Bay, I think I read some of that Rubalyet, It was something about
e Persian klitten-«I don't remember e:mat.fy.“i( '

| %n 3&"; Wrenn meets an American girl studying ert ebroad, Istra
Nash, & rather Bohemlan type of person. lstra fosls art;rx'*y for the shy
little men and ammts to imwh him how to play., She vmkm him for ﬁ.‘
mlhing tour 'bhmugh Englend, ﬂ’a falls in love mlkh har, but sha is xwt
in lmre with him and steals mmy from him one night, One mm;h and wvoubam
days after he landed in England, » seta zall for homs, &f‘«’@er mhh&r month
of woary mi’eimg m is employed in h:m old job egain, Pwmhftzijf ha ﬁéwu
C bo 8 bmr&:mg aluh where he bwam assquainbed with a gramy girl neamed
ﬁexlm Ewmuany hs marries her, moves to a Harlem flab, and is rmeh ,
happler than he has ever bwn in his ufm

Wi lton mm* in Ma B8EGY, ”8mlair Lewis " awlm»m thad; :'m

Qur Yrs Wroun ¥r, Lewis shows alert sppreciation of the rwiaulnwa in the

life abmrk him and a fondness for bhe ehamet«r with tha mha fm be free of

its M' p Tm.s “bypa @f oharamr is & common one m he M! books,

Una Golden, tm beroine of The Job, longs to go ho the 01’@:“ Merbin
Arrowsmith aches to be free from the hypoerisies of %he m@diaal‘pmfouion;
Ano Vickers sches to be free from the old traditions of penologys Carol

2 ‘J. C.Squire, editor, "Sinclair Lewis" by Milton Waldmen,
Ccmmwgr y Americsn Authors, (New York: Henry Hall end Co,, 1928,)
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Kennivott aches to be free of the narrowness of life in Gopher Prairie,
Thus, one wees that thée idea of desiring bo be ir;alno;sm from the narrowness
of 1ife, exnibited in the first novel Binelair Lewis wrote, persists in his
majox noveles , S
 Because M seeks o @W thet o alﬁrk'a life in e Herlem flat is

wore romantie then travel in & foreign land, Mr, lewis is more of a romanw
tleist them s setirist, asoording te Mr, Waipples When one considers the
faot that Sinelsir Lewis is primsrily the satirist in his laber books, this
statement of Mry Whipple's is perhaps significent, That the young lewis,
a romautioisty ‘should besome the mabure Lewls, the satiriet, Buggests that

the author's mmwm’a youth was crushed by ﬁaiﬁmiam&. and that his
discontent md Msappainmm gméuam W@md inko seathing satires
Certeinly, w.« Pattee Wﬂm ‘agree with this line of reasoning, becsuse he
believes that the young pmirﬂu dresmer, sammfma, tumed ’ﬁr}@uam,mic’l
In the study of Mr, Lewis's development of skill in satire and his atbitudes
toward life, ghia @mmiﬁ iz one whieh might be valusble, “““m it only be
proved true, ‘En’&il then, the sm@iﬁmn mﬁ mmin 8 %heaw.;

Emia 's next bw!q ’ffhn m&l af tlw Havk, is mt & :Waira on

ammumza, but it is the forerumer of tfho novels which w, Lewis wrote
later mirroring p@pular institublons snd practices, By 1915, aviation wes
a&t@hmg the popular fancy, This boek is significsnt in the present survey,
because several incldents and characters inm the novel are definite forew

runners of characters and incidents inm the books Sinclair Lewls wrote afber
1920,

} Wnipple, Ops oite, pe 822,
2 Pattee, of. ante, p. 28,
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First, the story opens with Carl Eﬂw’m as 8 emall boy, snd continues
thmugkwuk his né@laamﬁ Jdove affairs, his college deys, end his profensional
career, Mr, Lewis follows this st¥le in seversl of his major works, motably
in Any Tickers, Work of Art, Avrowsmith, Blmer Gembry, and to & certain
extent 1n Dodsworth and in Mainm Strest

. Second, Bons Stillman, the man who does not miaw in M, is the
soaim}.m% of Lewis's latsr booke and a definite forerusner of Miles Bjornstem
2% Mr, Lewls describes him thuss
Bone %illm, the man who didn't believe in Gody read
Robert Gs Ingersoll, snd said whet he thought, Otherwise

he was not dangerous te the publie peace; & lone old hwhm '
elor farmer, .

stt‘wllctiitnqgunww&ulwiwﬁcuia‘#ﬂ
The one-room shack was lined with terpaper, on which were
pimmed lithographs of Rebert G. Ingersoll, Karl Marx, and
Napélmn, Under s gun rack made of deer antlers was a @up»
hilf filled with dingy books,, ahet gun shells m fishing
bﬁeklﬂw _

Bone believes that lawyers ‘are 1iks priests, They deoide what is
holy and punish you if you do not guess right, He says thet lawyers live
in calf~bound books, and implores the boy Carl to live im 1ife,

Carl decides to go to Plato College, & small denominationsl college
in the sbate, He tells Bome of his decision. Carl says he is going there
for the refining influences of the college, Bone explodes vertally and
oalls Plato college & ’*frsibmtar sewing-oirole;” he advises Cerl to go to
& big school where he w:lll really learn wmthing about refinm;g 1nf1uenuuu

.

1
Sinelaeir Lewis, The Trail of ‘ckw Hawk, (Wew York: Harper snd
Brothers Publishers, 1915;')"913; 2e-B8y ‘
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Bone's theory of 1ifé is one which he seske ko explain to Carls He
couches this philosophy in pioturesque phrases, He advises Uarl to work
for wm b&g beaubiful something that will ‘always be just ahesd of him,
Bone a&ym ‘ ) V o

| 13% is just a little old checksr game pleyed by the
falfa contingent at the country store, unless you've gob

an ambibion that's too big 46 ever quite lsssc i, You want .
to know that there's ~something ahead thet's bigger and more
bemutiful then enythlng you've eéver seen, and never atop tile
Wwell, €11 you can't follow the road anymore, And anybthing or
snybody thut dossn't pack any surfrises for you, is desd snd
~you want to slough it like s snake does Hw skin, You want to
keep on rempmbering that Gw.eag@’s beyond Joralemon; and Paris
- beyond Chicege, and ‘bairan& Parig~-well, my’w ﬁhamfa sm big
peak of the Eimlayas,

Miles Bjam%am 1s the soclal oubesst of Gopher Preirie, becauss

he hew gooislistic "notions.” He is persecuted to the mizm’a that his
wﬁf’a and child am’fur dm*&h, becsuse he is refused e supply of good water.
33&3@. as Eam talks bo the hero of The Trail of the Hewl) so Hiles :E’:mds

» sympathetic cohort in Carol Kmﬂ;mw.

Third, the ladies of the Civie aprovenent 0lud of Jorelemon, wanting

to mprm their eity, build a rest room for the mary farmer wim, Just
a8 ‘the ladies' elub does in Y¥ain Strest, |

er’bh, Carl leaves Plabo College beoause the f;‘muwy aimisws one
of the instructors for explaining socislism, This loyelsy of student 4o
instrucbor is similsr to the loyalty of Marbin Arrowsmith o Max Gotblieb,
Martin udmimd. Mamawa, and loved Gobtlieb, the men and secientist. Lo
would defend the old man's principles at all times and csme to believe in

mmﬁ'd'ﬁ PPe 45#B0s , ( \
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them himself. Now, Oarl admired Professor Frazier and respected the man's

kmowledge of 'n@mtumf. He mppreciated the professorts open-mindedness
end desire to explain the rolationship of history, eeonomic=sociology, snd
life to literature, ?rmmmrmeMr comes to grisef at Mu’m follege by
giving 8 brief lmm on socialiemy so that his students might understand
and wppreciate the plays of Shaw,

:m 1906, the m\p&l&m‘b&mum@h he gave meemed quite radical to the
nexbors of the faculty, sbudenbs of the college, and the ecitizens of the
community; #2o0 much so that the President a’e‘qﬁmmd publiely Professor
Frazier's resignetion, m the President asks the '

budents to stand who
believe thet the instructor hae been eriticised unjustlyy Carl and an older
man shand ups ‘?#iw ‘hac‘mﬁ takes the studente' stending as & personal

insult, and suspends Carl mem %he boy will not apologize for the actio
which he took, | | |

This ineident is the foverunmer of the manmer in which Sinolair Lewis
sontrives to introduce in his books socialism and the reaction of wvarious

| typos of people te the socialistle theorys My, Lewis does not ridicule

eviation, which is presumsbly the subject of the book, The Trail of the

Hawky he ridioules the colleges and persoms who oust,socially, econemically,
and pm@«@i@@lm anyone wha dares %o ubbter a new ides.

Pifth, the same argumemt over servants thet arises between Oarol and
hor friends in Gopher Prairie in Main Street, arises between Carl and Ruth,
his fianeee, in The Trail of m Hawk,

Buth condescends toward the people whom she employs. B8he says they

are common, OCarl imsists thet servants are not common, that they merely
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heve not hed an opportunity to betber themselves. He intends te treat Ghem
68 equals.

, Caroel regards her coelk snd housekeeper as one of her

best frieuds. The housewives in Gopher Prairie quarrel with Carol, becsuse

she pays her cook more than the rest of them pay thelr serventss Carol

. insiste that Bes is workh every bit she pays her snd thet Bes needs the
money, Nex oppomeuts say thet servants sre comun, and thet they waste their
‘ king it extromely diffioult for them to desl
with their servants, Oarol volees the ory of Oarl, bub tho housewives of

money smjywey; that Carol ls ms

Gopher Prairie snd Carol ecannet agrees . el s g
The plot of The Trail %.’?&% is brief bub charasteristic of
¥ry Lewis, Garl 1s a smellebown boy who sbtends college, aund leaves the
dness, Wmnderlust seizes him, and h‘
wanders from job %o jobs working es & packer in & warehouse, & mechanic,

college bocsuse of its marrow-mi

& chauffeur, an &stor in & tent show compeny, B porter in a saloons 8
Junior bertendar, an employes ou the Pazams Cenal, & miner in Wexico, &
gArage ownar m Californis, snd finally es ai air pilok,

 On his first solo flight, & yeporter oalls him, "The New Hewk of
Birdmens" be is picknaned “Hewk" Ericsen, He finds & friend in Lieutensnt
Forrest Haviland, & yeun@; army officer detalled to learn sviation, He and
Forrest become life-long friends, Afber graduation, Carl flies for sounty
fairs end in sll the big air mm. He is wvietorious in most of the sir
races; be is feted by the orowds and is the hero of the hour, With Haviland

he dseides o go exploring serially the next summer, One by ome, he sees his
seronsutic pels "erackeup,” But when Haviland is killed, Carl sells his own
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plane sud goes te Burope. When he rebtwns from Burope, he has definitely
given wp flying, He enters en sutomobile faobory and invents a bourisb'a
car with all the somvenlences of home, which he calls the Touricar. He

beeowss inbterested in o obarming girl nemed Bubh, whom he mearries, Just

before the World Wer, Carl is

appointed the Argentine menager for the

Van Zile Motor Corporation, He apd his wife sall for Buenos A

¢+ Ihe Job is the forerumner of the movel of the womsn in buginess, It

is the atory of the new womam meking a carser in the business world, Its
heroine is & young womsx newed Una Golden, Mr, lewis sees in Golden

the intelligent end purposeful feminine will emerging from the respectnble

helplessness. snd hopelessness of girle who have married abt their first ehwc#
and settled down,

The plot is simpls, yet it menages to embrace all the hardships -
endured by a girl in business, Oapt, Lew Golden dies snd lesves his frail
little wife and his daughter with & few hundred dollars, Ab the suggestion
of friends, the girl and her mother move bo Wew i’ark, whore Uns takes g
business course and obbains & positions At first, she works for a weekly
tM¢ magasing for eight dellart a week, Here she mests and falls in love
with Walber Babsen, an erratic young men, When their love affsir is nipped
in the tud by Una's demand Tnate

ng mothery Walter goss away, After Una's mother

moets and marries a My, Sehwirts, a salesman of about Lforty~five,

diaaﬂ %.w G
Une regrets that she warried him when she dissovers that they sre of different

temperamonts end testes, Yhen Sohwirtz loses his job, Una is forced to go

back to work egain, Through one of her friemds, sheé obbains a position with
a realwesbate firm, where, by diligence and & good business sense, she
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advenees from seorstary %o the exeoutive mansgership of the mlmmmy 8he

has @ seoret subition to rim s hobel chaine Therefore, ehe makes a thorough

sbudy of hobels, earefully works oub plans for a wnigue type of hotel, lays

these plens belfoxs & men who has oheins of hotels, nnd secures o position
$4,000 8 yenr to manege the chain of hotels whish she has plsumed, Then

she meotd Walter Babson again, In the meantime, she has divorced her
huam&, and is fm to mrw againg Wﬂwr and she are married with the
mvim %m&: sach wﬁhll srmmazmg in hfs.a owa pmﬁ‘wai@m

It m in this book @ﬁwmmmmﬁm oup notices Mr, Marm ability
in desoription, In m ﬁaﬁ‘. e eshibits & ﬂa&r for that type @f desorip-
tion whieh %ea literery oritios in%r milaé: ’:‘ymwgmphié realism,” His
abilidy m paint acourabely the cwwila whimh build a clear ww&v@m‘bum
own be sotised partioularly well inm m followm

dtawr:lytion M‘ 8 larga
bullding in ¥ew York, Wr, Lewls élsamrmea the meighboring buildmga,
type of offices, the ocooupants e;ﬁ' mae ei’t‘iaaa. and the habdiks of 'Erm
osoupants Ha wri%m

The Sepbismus Euil&img 16 typ&aal of a:t least one half of
¢ large oitye. Irﬁ wes "run wp® by 8 speculative builder for &
"quick turnover,” It is seml-fire-proofy It stends on Nassau
 Bireet, betwwen twp portly etone ‘buildings that try to sgussse
this lanky impostor o death, but there is more chesrful whistling
in ite ballweys than in the halls of its disepproving neighborss
Year it is Odty Hall Park snd Newspaper Row, Wall Btreet mud the
loydly Stock Bxohange, but aside from s few dull and honest tenamts
like Mr, Troy Wilkine, the Septimus Building is filled with offioces
of fly-by-nighbecompanies--shifty promoters,; mining-concerns, beauby
Pardors foy petby brokers, semple-shoe shope, discreet leawydrs, and
advertising dentists, BSeven desks in ome large room make up the
entive hesdquarbers of eleven internatiomul corporations, whieh
poasess, aa oapitel, eleven hundred mnd thirty dollars, much embossed
shationary-~and seven desks, These modest capibelists do not leuss
their quarters by the year, They are doing very well if they pay
rent for each of four suocessive months, Byt also they do ned




oomplein aboub repairss th@y are not fussy sbout demending
sertifiocates of morel perfestion from the jenitor, They
speak cheerily to elevatoreboys and slink off into salocus,
Hot all of th# kMp mm K&;}@W; may all salk of bvaamg
“hm@m&n@m

ﬁm Mm*& m&ﬁsum of the Ama@ﬁ Yam Foman on the Jeb is
somewhat yswhamg;imi in iim e:cemwpt. His ploture shows an intimacy
w%h%ﬁw&Wmlhwm; - | o

@M m B Ammg« ¥@mg Homan on & Jobi she thought in terms
of money snd offieces; yeb s&am m%ma@l the men snd women,
young and old, who were ereating a new age, - She wes unobhing in

herselfy yot as the molecule of wabter belengs to the ocesn mo
Una. &wlém &mbly }mlm‘ﬁﬁ to the lewven whoy, however. confusedly,

re beginiing to demsnd, "Why, since we have machinery, science,
wme, mw@ we go on tolersting war and po g@rﬁy and gaste and
thness, m& sll that amwr olumsiness ™

In m J@b m& hia later mrkc, Hm m&a fmqamﬁly mom a
paragmp@h oy two a,a whieh he analyzes m&ly and mmmy the partieular
Fhma of 1ife ‘wi*bh which he is amm

ne eamob say thet he moraliszes
or presches; but any sm mm he Mvnw and pmmam* %&1&8 sharaober-
istic of Mr, Lewls's is pérhafpaﬁwmrm in The ggg@ #‘w dngtence, he
enalyzes Big $mimﬁe w the ﬁm&@ry M’ ef Ciokenoy, Ka mﬁwibu the ine
endenve wf‘ WW&, W squality of business with the M:hw yrefeni@na.

With this pew wmwp@ bmamm is mi'eming its machinery, Then he prophasiee
that Big Euai:mmn as mante;r of the wm-ld will fail if it does not humenize
itself, Mr. Lemris w.yat

And now, inthis fumbling school, she (Une Golden) was beginning
 to fesl the theory of efficiency, the ideal of Big Tusiness,

For “business,” that ome necessary fiald of aoctivity to which
the oga’siatia srts and solences and hhaolng;ins and militery puere

1 Binelair Lewis, The Job, (ﬂw Yorks Herper and Brothers Publishers,
1817,) pps 111-112,

% Ibid., pp. 120-121,
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ilities are but pervants, that lenge<despised and slways valiant
effort %o wnify the labor of the world, is at last beginning %o
be something more then dirty smithing, No lomger does the buse
iness man thank the better olasses for permitting him bto make
end distribute bread and mctor-cars and hooks, No longer does
he erawl to the church to buy parden for usury, Business is
Migﬁ. recognized--and is recognising iteelf+was ruler of the
wor

With this consclousness of power it is reforming its old,
petty balfshearted ways; its idea of manufacture as s filthy
sort of tinkerings of distribution as sholee peddling end
sgualid shoplkeeping; it is feverishly seeking efficiencys s =
Bub, like all monarchies, it must fail unless it becomes noble
of heart, 8o long as capital and labor are divided, so long
ag the making of munitions or injurious food is regarded as
business, so long ss Big Business beligves that it exists merely
to enrich a few of the luckler, the well born or the nervously
active it will not be efficient, but deficient, But the vision
of an efficiency so broad that it can be kindly and sure, is
growing--is diseernible at once in the seientific business man
and the sourageous labor-umionistel .

In discussing The Trail of the Hawk, the writer has pointed out

the fact that ¥r, Lewis ‘m'wiﬁabiy makes an opportunity in his novels to
introduce soecialism, In The Job, the novelist chooses W make lamie
Magen, e erippled Jewish g;irl,'kv’a sincere sooislist, He aqspulaina' that
Mamlo is a soeialist who believes that the capitalists with their profite
sharing and search for improved mat;hada of produstion are as sincere in
desiring the scientifis era ae are the most burning socisliste, Namie
loves end understends the most oratorleal young longebsired sccialist ss
woll es the “olesn little ‘sollege boys" who come into business with s
desire to make business not a mr,, but a orusade, Sh;a is & scoialist who

is determined te control end glorify business.

1
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Then lir. Lewis réeé&@&w the mean whe deoes not approve of scoialism,
He points out that this type of man confuses soeialists with agitaborss
He implies that the aversge man believes that most eoocialisbs sre "Just a
lesy bunch of bums that bry end see how much trouble they ean abir up.” nd
&mw Lewis WG :w& flatber the intelligence of the m&&er of
Ihe Jobs Im two separabe places he points out the purpose of $he book and
the me of the heroines In one mwme he says that the purpose of

the w@k is to regard wmmﬁmw women on & Jobs Then.the author gnnounces

that the heroine represents the commomplace womsn on the jobe He writes

thuss - , . S

And our heroine 1s important not because she is an Amagon
or & Romela, but because she is representative of some millione
of women in business, and because, in a wvague but undiseouraged
wayy she keeps inquiring what women in business sen do to make
humen their exiawnee of loveless reuﬁm.

Sinelair Imﬂs hm not uhlmgod i’m mwmiaza sinoe he mbs his
first %hm books, Ra has impmad md Ms@m surer in h‘ia writing
teckmique, One agrees with Mm Whipple wh@ cayu ‘hhnt dr, Lmia Mmya
his defensive attibudes in his fiwh ’ehret books, The mwli% bakes
extraordinary precautions so ishat the mder will not misjudge him,
lire %igplﬂ 8ayS8 1

He writes as if always conscious of & hostile audisnce.

He tukes needless pains to meke clear that he is more

sophisticated than his ehamntarsi as if there were danger
of our identifying him with them. : o

-~

: Mﬁ: "pe 208,

2 Ibids, pe S

s Ivid., pe 47,

% Wnipple, op. oits, pe 220.
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The point of which Mr, Whipple speeks is noticeable partioularly in
Qar Nro ¥

"You sees, Mr, Wremn didn't know he was aglmo.“x

eon. In one instence, Mr, Lewis makes the following statement:

‘Do you see them? Wry Wremn; selfseonscious and ready be
turn inte & blind belligerent Bill Wrenn &t the first dise
respecty the talkers sitting eboub and sssessinating all the
prinees and proprieties and, poor things, taking Mr, Wrenn
guite seriously besause he le weavered the great truth that
the imporbtant thing in sighbseeing is not to ses the sights,
He was am% unhappyy Mrs Wremn was, and wanted to be away from
%h@ﬂ.
M Hm m»m: j@ina the 'bearung caub, he becomes quim -1 soaialite-
Yr. Lewis seems m%ampwaun of him whm he uyu: “Mr. mem, the waiwy
light, wes Our Mr, Wrenn of the Souvenir Gmnpmy all this time,"S
ﬁwu fimt zwwla show that aarly in his writing career Sinclair
Lewis discovered thnt &oaial sahire was his partieular win of literary
effort, ’ahnt he ¢ eimwly &mluped & writing ai'.yla by soeking to des~
eribe people and life in authentic d&’sails, and ﬁhat early he hr’ied *aa

fioticnize and satirize eurrent problems in the United States,

" Lowis, Qur r, Frens, po Sl
? mid., py 187
8

Ibides ps 199,




CHAPTER IV
PHE PURSUIT OF CULTURE

The firet thi vis sbbacked in his goathing satires
of Awsricsn life was the pursuli of oulbure., When the forefathers. of
the United States came to the new continent called Ameries, btheir first
thoughts were for the neoessities of life-~food snd shelter, They were
engaged im olearing the wildermess, building homes of mative lumber, and
$11ling $he soil for the sulbivetion of food produsts,

. ¥n the wvarious sections of m golonies, these same ge funetions

were in »m&mn, but varistions of living oenditioms osgourred becsuse of

the differences in climebe, the allegience of the colonists bvo their wother
countries, and the loyaliy of the ywpl»ﬁn‘ Yo different churches, For ex-
smple, New England hewed to the village type of settlement and government,
which ineluded the union of church and state, the demeorstic town hall
moetings, and & centraliged form of edueatiom, On the other hand, the
Southern colonies were developed on the large-seale plantation ides, in

whioch homes were distantly looated, town goverument practieally impossible,

" end education n matter of onme's individusl poliocy. Wost of the wealthy
planters employed tuters for thelr children and sent thelr sons sbroed or
beck to Englend for higher learning, As in bhe mother soumtry, education

was not considered the busineas of the Stete, nor did the Chureh give any
greet attention vo it, The Middle Colonies were ocomposed of small commmities
of perbape o dogen types of Europeen countries. Baoh setctlement was = replics
of its mother country. . waér, these peoples all belleved in the parochial
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school plans The educational differences are emphasized in the present

study enly s an exsmple of the heterogemsous mspsete of the early Amerdes,
‘& lavge percentage of the population of the oolonists were college

seotion of the land, One sees the transplantation of Buropesn eulture in

le Golonies, bub mest of these peoples were unaware that by &
process of sssimilation they wers developing an Amerisen oulbures
. Hsndelsbor shar

sberised the industry of the colonies, and while

the' poorer elasses of people wove the oloth whiech they made inte olothing,

the wealthier families segerly swaited the eoming of the vessels from

Burope which supplied them with ala%ﬁingg‘ "amm books, and 1like conveniences.
‘Then, the Metérogemelity of the célemists was unified ‘bym% of

Bnglend, and the colonists were viotorious in their war for Andependence,

The war stimulated Americam invention and Ameviean industry, beceuse heree

tofore, the colonists had relied on Bngland for factéry-made produets,
hen thoy wers thrown on their own resources, Ameriesns sssumsd bthe initiae

tive, and #o0 the industrial revolution had ite beginnings in the United States.
Because of the embryonic imdustrialiem in the new republic, the populgos felt
no nesd to turm to England for factory-made products when the war was over,
The c¢ountry wes profoundly anti-British in 1ts attitudes, and determined to
be independent industrially as well as politically,

The new nation  bessme sbsorbed in the adoption of & national comsti-

totion; in the resonsiruction of the agrisultural end professional order, and
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in the expansion of industry, Graduslly, the fromtier began to move westw

exploring and piomeering aroused the inberest of the more ade
venturous colonistss Thus, setive cecsupation in the w:miia of life tended
to make the Ameriean people forget ‘ehg eultaral aspects of living, both of

- Howsver, even twemty~five years or so after the Revelutionary War,

ung men again went abreed to finish their edueations; primcipaslly te
Germany snd Franmee, Althoughs most of the people of the netion were busy
chasing and overtaking the elusive dollers; the intellestusl constituency
« wore insidiously atbecki

g the complecensy of the Americen mind, This

persistence of the intellectuelists and idealists fimally penetrated the
thioky practlesl skins of the business men, and in the middle amd latter
part of the nineteenth ceabury, the Ameriecan
beceme aware thet something was lacking in this "porfeot" eivilimetion which

people seemed suddenly to

they hed mireculously wrought with their own hands,
hs the cook suddenly reelises she has left the seasonin,
broth, 50 the American people became consolous that they had omitted the

out of the

salt in their erestionm of a souial order, In the characteristic forthe

right Amgriesn memner, they compared their country wﬁm the many Buropeem
countries md decided the land moross the Atlantie was superior only in the
"eulture” which it possessed, By this time the entagonistic sttitude toward
England had venished, The United States ocitisenry determined to imitate and
to import this thing oalled "eulture" from Europe, just ms merohents imporbed
' soffee, wine, end Parisian styles, Although they had heard the maxim, ™A
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811k purse cannot be made from e sow's ear," it meant nothing to the "go=
gobters” of Americss

By culture, Ameriesns meant famous painbings, sbyles of srchitecture,
cathedrals; symphony orchestrass arb gelleries, mam, thesters--the

evidences of culture, They failed to remlize that these objects are useless

unless one recognizes and fesls the beauty of the paintings in the art
gallery, unless one understands the history snd evolubion of the idess which
wore back of the displays in the museums, unless one enjoys the classicnl
musie played by the symphony orchestras, That they might have a native
mw;w did not oeour to the mwmﬂw&. ‘ ’

an baving aequired the iﬁoa of transplanting Buropean eumm.; the

business men set out e sccomplish it in the Americen way of deing things
through orgenisation, Men's clubs, such as the .ﬁaﬁwim, the Lionsy the
Blks, the commereial olubs, made 1t their business ho buy paintings and %o
start art gelleries, to sponsor symphony orchestras, eand to promote the
opers and the thester, Alomg with this wholesale sosepbance of “oultupe,"
osme the American activity known as “improving the mind," Women orgauized
study elubs snd imported well=known Mwumsa Whether or not one partic-
ipated in the study olub scom became & mark of social distinetion in the
town, If one were & good "worksr" in the elub, she was a wellebred womsn,
Ify on the other hand, a woman refused membership, she wes looked upen
askange, socially, |

However good the motive was at flrst, Amerioans beoame involved in
the routize of sccomplishing the project, rather then in asquiring eny
consbruetive kmowledge conserning the mesterpisces of the culture of the

worlds
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Then the citles beemme jealous of ¢soh other, Neoh olly orgenised
= booster olud, or ibs equivalent, to boows and boast about the libraries,
umby and parke which it possessed. It is this reckless pursult of
deh Sinelair Lewie ridiovien,

Bincleiy lowle desires o reform Wis esunbry, lNoeb oritics mgree

indoveon suye of Bim, "s & « s l8 & ven Lighing %fmmmm .. for s
st which bw really does oares There 18 & ind of fighter living

lre lewis reasens, shrewdly perhipa; Sht

v polating the flnger of
soorn at & poople and their pracvioss will asger, no doubl, bub will eure
& socloty of 1ts soeial ills, Hveryome hates to be ridiculed, but eaeh is
wd bo appear foolieh inm the eyos of the worlds So, in Wurn, & watlon
sarently seosessful economienlly and politiesily, 18 ehegrined
o find 1% 48 the objeet of ridicule eulburellys The logicsl sclution of
#his problem is te resdiyeob the chamsels of Amsriesn Shought,
is ezastly what Sinelair lowds is Grying %o doy One muy say thet Sinelaly
Lewis®s books stimulste soelsl thinking. Perhaps vhis io the resson the
Aperican publie doss read his booksewto see whinb he will oritliecise nexte

This process

Mr, Lowis indiobs the pursuit of sulbure in Aneries on five countss
first, the average Ameriesm msn ecanmot Bruly sppreviate Buropssn sulbure
vecause of the lack of the proper sducationsl and enviy
Second, mmall bowss bemd to be iueapuble of comprehending the noaning of
culbures Third, sities have  tendemey bo capitelize cultuwe, Fourth,

influences.

‘ 1 snerwood Andersos, "Four American Jwpressions,” New lepublis,
(Cotober 1, 1022,) pe 178
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hmericsus have & tendemey to improve their minds in & superficdal menmers
Pifth, Amsricans underestimetc and ignore the indigencus oulture of their

In Qur Hre Wrenn, he points oub thet the common

of sharing im or wnderstending the products of Buropeun cultivations

avours Yo show thet Mry Wremn, as represensative of the

mim, . doss net have the menbtal and moral traindng of &
: a%; therefors, mob possessing such a backpround, he is

not prepared 40 be delighbed by the Buropean breasures, Iy, lewis zays,

in Paet, hat ¥r. Wresn, who is a misfit in England, is not & misfit in his
e he understande the products of the Amepiean emviropment

xmey of living.

In 19520, Sinelair Lewis published Main Strept. Primarily, the book

 was am abbwek on the dullmess of the village, As one mobed writer has ssid,
the book was permeated with the scorn, rage, and rebellion which had
socumslabed throughout the author's youwbh and middle yearse®  Mr, Lewls.
stopped writ
he reslly thought, Instesd of dwelling om ome theme, in his rage, Wrs Lewis

what he thought the people wenbed, and started writing what

mansges o bring into this hook many things, the dullness of the villagers,
the scorn. of. the villagers towsrd soolalism, satire un charscters of the
village, en attack on the prevailing method of ehureh members in giving
charity, the visitation of boresome relabtives, the unfair treaiment of

teachers in the community, et ceters,

1 Greut Overton, "The Salvation of Sinolair Lewis," (Wuotation
from Charles Baldwin, Men Whg Make Our Novels,) Bookmsn, (4pril 1925,)
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dJust as in 1914, when he was provoksd thet Mr, Wrenn should Mg for
Eurcpsan culbure, so in 1920 he wes disgusted wi;m the villagers who galfe
satisfiedly d1d not open their minds 4o new ideas nor oven appreciste the
produsts of thelr own ¢ivilization, He hated thelr smugness, their cheap-
ness, and thelr wbter lack @f‘ desire WMW any@hmg exoept the prise of

potabtoes, Ie eald villsgers were lmpervious %o Jmewledge, self-venbered,
and wilfully ignorant of the sulbure of their own oivilizetion or the

cultures of other countries,

He brought his aceusation against the village in the nams of Carol

flenmicoth, the heroine of Main Street. Uarol loved besuty, kmowledge, smd
truth, She came bo Gopher Prairie with s 1ilting mﬁmimm; o Eﬁ an
inspirabion to the town, to make the village aware 1t scould be an abbractive

smalletomn 17 4% would maks the efforb, She believed a small bown could be

lovely as well as useful, But she found Gopher Prairie wes not wmre it
was unlovely, She tried to show them their faults and how to correct them,
bub she was mst with hostile unfriendliness by the towsspeople, Whatever
she suggesbed, bthey did not wamt to da it. |

She want to one of their study elub programs and found it shallow
and inefficient, In one afberncon's gmgm ﬁha women discussed ten or
more eminent poets briefly, snd sonsidered ﬁkaafmlv,ss' miiwﬂmw,ﬁd; It was
merely & geature to show they were “aulhmd”wmmmd, ﬁa;rol thought this
club offered a nplcﬁdid foundetion on whieh to start her emﬁm She
suzgested they had an excellent introdustion to the field of Bglish litera-
ture and it would be worth while bo ‘awéy, 7 say, Swinburne for a while, They
considered Swinburne too beld; however, the ledies thought her suggestion
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1 one, and promptly vobted to study Furnishings end Chine for the
following year. The pastor's wife decided for the olub, She expressnd her
opinion as follows:

e v « +"0f gourse I have never yead Swinburme, but years
8go, when hs was in vogue, I remember My, Warren saying
that Swinburne (or wes it Osear Wilde? but anyway:) he
said that though meny so-called intellectual people posed
pretended o find beeuty im Swinburme, there can never
be genuine beauty without the wespage from the heart, Bub
at the same time I do think you have an éxcellent idea, snd
though we have talked about Purnishings and China as the
probable subjeoct for next year, I believe that it would be
nice if the program commlttee could try to work in anmother
day entirely deveted to E?gnsh poetryl In fach, Madams
Chairmen, I so move you,"*

Careol longed to be a part of them, but she eéal& not zeﬁign herself
to their prinéipies of living, &he ﬁhmughﬁ she eauid ki».nfsamsﬁ the young
peapie in good literature by organizing a dramatie soeiety, in which the
mexbers would read and preduce good drama, She selested a few plays by
acospbed playwrights, but the members of the dramatic soolety rejected
Shaw beceuse he was indaaont. Innﬁeé.d. they voted to pmﬁﬁw “i?he Girl
kee," This play parrated the story of & farm girl in e).eméing

from Kan
her brother of a charge of forgery. She became the secretary of a New York
nillionaire and social advi.wr‘ to his wife; them married their son. But. as
usual,; the play waz a failure because the cast would not expend the effort
to meke it & success, They mw. lezily indifferent. .

Then Carol turned to the Chaubtauque ss she h&d‘ turned to the dramatic

assoclation, She }mpad that it would bring to the village the enlightenmen
which she had atbempbed, But the company whioh came to the town seemed quite

1 Sinclair Lewis, Main Street, (New York: Grosset and Dunlap, 1620,)
pe 1284
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as provineial »M» the townspeople of Gopher Prairie. Carcl was disappoinbed
when she saw the program, It seemed %o be & eombination of vaudeville per-
formenes, - Ym My Co As leaism, and the graduation exercises of an elosution
elaw&l

’ mm small town, a»s}mp m its in-hollwml faculty, desd to new
idms:; mkiw in its pr&;}uﬁiﬁm* is cmly one of thousands of towns which
sngered Sincleir Iewls, O(me might say that Gopher Pmiria is representative
of small towns everywhere,

. Zemith, in Babbitt, is ‘& town which is in direct gontrast to Gopher
Prairie, aaﬁithuwill have “Culture” at eny price, whether it enjoye it or
nots Chum Frink, the literary man of the town, in making a speech at &
m@;&ﬁm of the Booster Club, phrases this ides perfectly, He proposes a
symphony orchestra for Zgnithe He admits he really does not care for
elnsai#al mmxinﬁ'bﬁv edds thet culbure has heuamo‘nﬁbunwary”ﬁaday for & olty,
In :ﬁ‘wb, i’e :ln good for bwﬁmna, bsmuu 1% will bring viaiiwrm to town,
and they w:lll :tmvitably smn& money in the ai-b;r.. B says Zenith must
ocapital m ulimmx X ' | |

| Smm of you ma.y feel that i&'a out of plece here to talk on

2 strictly highbrow and arbistio subjeet, but I went to come out
flatfooted and ask you boys to O. K, the proposition of a Symphony
- Orehestra for Zenith. Now, where & lot of you make your misteke is
in mesuming that if you don't like olassical music and all that
Junk, you ought bo eppose it, Now, I want bo confess that, though
I'm e literary guy by profession, I don't care a snap for all this

longsheired music, I'd rather listen Yo a good jazz band any time
then to some piece by Beethoven that hasn't any mores tune te it than

Ibid,, pe 287,




& bunch of fighting eats, and you couldn't whistle it to
save your 1ifel But that isn't the point, Culbure has
become & necessary adornment and advertisement for a eity
to-day as pavements or bauk clearances., It's Culture, in
theaters and art-galleries and so on, that brings thousends
of visitors to New York and, to be frank, for all our
Spiendid attainments we haven't yet got the Culbure of a
liew York or Chicego or Boston-wor at leest we don't get the
- eredit for it: The thing to do then, as a live bunch of go=-
a‘% rs, is to eapitgls,za Cultures o go right out end grab

T. Jeffersen of the story entitled "Go Bast, Young Man," which
Sinclaeir Lewis wrote in 1830, agrees with Chum Prink's ideas of grabbing
oulture, T. Jefferson is'a wealthy manufacturer of Zenith, who, no
doub%, belomgs bo the Boosters Club, He believes in buying "Culture"
for the town at any prioce, The following paragraph expresses his feeling
toward culture: ‘

Away from the office, he announoed at every club and
sommittee where he could wriggle imto the chairman's seat
that America wes the best cownbry in the world, by hesaven,
and Zenith the best oity in Awerica, and how were we going
to prove it? Not by any vulgar boasbing and boostingl No -
sir! By showing more culture then sny other bury of equal
#ige in ths world] Give him ten ywars! He'd see that
Zenith had more square feet of old masters, more fiddles
in the symphony aguhum, and more marble statues per square
mile than Munieh] , , o

In Zmith. one sees the danurwhnsam spending thelir ydqllarb to
make their town & better place in whioh %o live, and inoidentally, of
course, & better place in which to make more money.

In addition to Mr, lewis's indictment of the Americen people's lack

i Sinelair Lewis, Bahbiisﬁ, (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Cos,

1822, ) ppe 260-261,

2 Sinclair Lewis, “@eﬁaw, Young Man," Selected Short Stories,




of & cerrect wmprehemim of ﬁha mming‘uf the t&m Teulture," as ex«
omplified by the beliefs of lirs, Warren, Chum ?rin}c end T, Jafi‘armnﬁ v
Yrs Imll Semelts, the nexrator of the nko’whw in The Man Who Enew

iw« far ‘snother of Smalair lewie's attacks on

the Wmﬁ’s of m;‘aurag Hre Sa&aml’ax says thm improving the mind is an
Amsrican mtitaisi Zﬁn his rexbling dim@uma :Ln the am&k&ng;war.
Mre Sehmaliz, construetive Nordio eitizen, rmm:

I rememwber resding the Reverend Dr, Sieffer in his
remarksble hook--and say, there's a book thet I want to
recommend to you boys, It's all right to read a lot of
fiction, and I guess I sppreciste s rattling good-story,
say like o western novel where the hero prevenis this
fellow from running off hiz boss's sbook, as much as
anybodys but if you're going to improve your mind--snd
what is afber all more characteristie of Ameriecan life
then improving our minds?e-and if you're golng to improve
your mind, what alf'euw needs 1s real uemaizmeﬂw and
historical stuff,

For an example of an ardent pursusnt of "culbure,” one meeds only
to regard Mrs, Sem Dedsworth, in mdmr%m Mrs, Dodsworih is mot unlike
Ury Wrm, exoept in one particular, She longs to live in Europe and to
goak herself in Burcopean mlﬁ;ﬁr@; She is like ¥r, Wremn in this respect,
but iz tobally wnlike him in -mmﬁhor; lfrs. ﬁmmrth was eduéa‘téd in
Europe for cue year, end therefore osunot see amythmg mr‘&lnrhilﬂ in
Ameriea, Now, Sam Dodsworth is the *bypiao.l American hmin&sa MEXL K@
1ovea his aomtry and is amoersly pmud of the fruite of Mrim aivilimu
tion, He admits that he should like to rwirei from mh’iw busimsa and gO

for & world oruise, But like My, Wrenn, Sam Dodsworth is uncomfortable in

1 ginelair Lewls, "The Story by Mack HolMack,"” The Mem Xp Eoew
Coolidge, (New York: Harcours, Brace, and Co., 1928,) ps




Rurope. ﬁam can appraeia’w maly in part the treasures of EZurope, He

realiges *hhw he cannot shere in the anclent haautsy of the cmthaémla

hesause hp 18 ignorant of the hiumry end ideals m‘: the pprlu who built
’ahom' | Yot psrhk&ps' he apymeiwaa ’eheia more than dws‘?mn, his wif'e, who
elaima tm be ‘Bhﬁ nultmred one of the fmﬂm Fwan dismisses ths eathedrsla
Wi’bh e wave c»af ‘b}m ma. while Sam amlﬁa rmmrm"bly down ¢ m« abom benches
ami ﬁsriw -b«a mlyaa and w mdmramd in some my the Wuﬁy cemminad
ﬁmum, ‘ ’

Frang in E‘umpa, ms.a*kmm» the gli%er ai‘ aaeiul lifa for Burope,s 8She
lilmn to do thinga. not for enjoyment, }m bagauaa ;Hz is proper to do them,
Sam, om @ho other hand, does not care whetheyr it is ewhia’aiwﬁmﬂ or nok
He ma ’aa see the Tower, the Houses of Pulimm, Kw %v&ma, to go to
msmﬁfaw, and Yo visid am%vhw‘ almw&h he m not read Shakespeare
or cmvaur for mtyam‘m yoRrsy

The Mffommn in the wwaw« a&‘ Seam and Ms mm are expressed
nestly in the follewing conversstion between them:

But Fren msde him uncomforteble by complaining, "Oh, good

Heavens, Sam, we're not trippersl I hate these post-eard
places, Nobedy who reelly belongs ever goes to them, Itil
‘bot Clyde Lockert has never been inside the Tower, OFf course
galleries and cathedrals are different--sophisticated people
do study thems Bpb to sit at the Cheshire Cheese with & lob
of pecple from Iowa and Oklahome, exolaiming over Dry Jolmsones
wrwiousi

1 must say I don't get yous Whet's the idea of wming te 8

famous oity and then not seeing the places thet mede it famous?
You don't have to send souvenir cards about ‘em if you dom't

want bod And I don't believe the people from Iowa will tite you
unless you ettack 'em firsti"d

1 mnelair Lewis, Dodsworth, {New Ym*k: Harocourt, Bmeb. and
CQQ‘ 19%9‘) Pe 374
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Sem was ammsed and a litble perplexsd that it should matber to Fra
that she gyu} Fran

d kesp berself fashiomable in the eyes of the choioce people
_ who did mot lnow thet she exisbed, He could understand thet back im Zenith,
: have satisfaction a&n being more snebbish then &:m matron 80ross

reet, but here in Paris where she knw no ome, her persistence in
wpmmmm annoyed him,

‘8am sould not undersbend Frenchmen, The resder likes and respects _
Sem mhwm when he diseovers that 8m h&wﬂy wents to underastand the
new thinge which he meotsy Nr. Lewis says of Sam Dodsworth:

He sew littls enough of Frenchmen outside of hotels
sorvants, waiters, shopmen, but when he did see them, what
- he saw of the surface of French life puszled him, Meny

travelers in 1ike cuse take out their eonfusion in resente
ment, and damm the whole mation as trivisl and med, Bub
there was in Sam a siubborn wish %o get in behind any
situation thet he cams seross. I was not one to amuse
himself by novelties, by making seenes, by colleetion
curious people, even overmuch by travel, but onse he was
dragged into something new he wunted to understaend it, and
he had & toueh of humili%y, 4 deap and steady recognition
of hie own ignorsnce, whenever he sould ncrb understeand,

And he could not understand thess Fremm

Sam was :!.m:s«aly relieved when he met a truly culbured gentlewoman,
a ¥rs, Cortright, Snpe taught him it was not wrong to appreciste the culturs
of his native cowntry, Fran had been enraged when he had not liked Burope,

but Krs. Cortright was lazily indifferent to whether he liked it or nmot.

i to aypz?eeiatze Buropean 1ifa through his \a.anaecimion with her,
Mr, lewis says: "With her, he let his mind loaf, and alwls; some sense of
the real Italy came to himy sm? feeling that it was not & picturesque show
but & normel and eager 1ife."? |

! pid., p. 121,
2 Ibid., p. 358,
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The conception of the current Ameriesn practice of the pursuit of | |
culbure ss refleeted in the works of Sinclalr Lewls meems to be divided -
iato four definite idess, First, the Americen comme
Turepeén envivemment and edusabion, eannot truly sppreciste Buropesn
eulture, ﬁ&mﬂ% enall fowns have a tendency o be impervieus to auny
kind of eul |
te capitelize eul

man, devoid of

or Americans Third, big tewns huve s tendeney
fures Fourth, the “improvement of one's mind" is &
 typieally American sspiratien, Fifth, the Americen pesple have a temdeney

to underesbimate the frulbs of their own eivilizetion, or culbures




FOIBLES OF THE AMEBRICAN BUSINESS MAN

- The wim business men has lmg m m m\? the ehiel subjeots
of Simelair Lwia*c ridioule, Km I@ﬁa soes Mm 8y & man who prides hime
self on belng able to sell to his fellow men things which they do not want,
o men who §8 quite ridieulous im his obvious effores ?w be & good spoyty &
man whe is & bit uncomfortable inm his atbempts to rival Cassencve, and &
man who is pompously proud of being & "ome hundred per ocent Ameriesn.”

Imt@w sourse of his books, Mr, lewis has amm‘m the business
man in several eimmheriwia situations, In 1982, Iw ﬂm & pleture of
& typleal business m, his home life, his bwiuesa o.sswiamam. and his
Pour mrs later, ho wrote & humorous ascount of two overebirsd business

enents mm pérson of @ewga Fa Babbiﬁﬁ, the hero of mmw.

mn who WM 6 Canada on & conventional hen&ay. This book was oalled
¥antraps In 1028, Mrs Lewls further satirised the business man, by
colleeting several mmlagwa of sn office~supply salesman which he
gathored in’w & wim, m& Mlad The Men Who Knew Coolidge, A year

- later, 1n 1929, m wrote %Mmﬂ . portmyfmg 8 Zenith business men who,
retiring from scbive life, m&% culture and relaxation in Europe. From
these four books, the writer will try to reconstruct the Lewis attitudes
toward l;ha great group of men who dey by day are bullding Materialist
Amrimfa

George Babbitt, & smug, dull resltor, lives in Zenith, a booming
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city in the state of Wimnemae, If oue would understand Babitt, he must
firet perceive that Zenith is an evergrown Main ﬁiﬁm\am snd viee versa, if
one would comprehend the vastmess of Zenith, he must know the men who have
4% the age of fortyeeix; he has "mﬁ;mm in paﬁiw&w, neither bubter
nor shoes nor poetrys; bub he wae nimble in the celling of selling houses for
than people could afford te y&m"la He ie not fab; but ha is exeeedingly
wollefod; he is extremsly prosperous, Minw@w married, aml geite ume
romantic, His ﬂm&y consists of Myra, his wife, a mabure; nondeseript
pevsony his deughter, Versna, & dumpy, bwm%&m girl of tTweniystwoy
Ted, his son, & boy.of sevenbeen; end Tinks, his yadisnbty redshairved,

Busioess to Babbitt is not an cecupstionsg 1% is o lyric poems When

8 eibtye Babbith is representative of these bullders,

he views the ity of Zenith from his bedroom window of & moryming, he feels
as refreshed as if he had seen & vision, sad indeed it iz a vision to him

Its shining walls rose ageinst April sky to w simple
corniee like a streak of white fire, Integrity wes in the -
tower, and decision, It bore its stremgth lightly as u 4sll
soldier, As Babbitt stered, the nervousness was moothed
from his feee, his slmek shin lifted in reveremce. All he
artioulated was "Thet's ome lovely sightl" but be was inw
spired by $he rhythm of the e¢idy; his love of it renewed,

He beheld the tower as & temple~spire of the religion of
business, a falth pessionate, exalted, surpassing commen
mens and &5 he c¢lumped down to breakfast he whistled the
ballad "Oh, by gee, by gm:%, by jingoe" as though it were &
hym melancholy and moble, ;

} lewis, ngbitt, Ps 24
2 mid., p. 13




50
. mn mwnw is not aharply msrked imbo divisions of bime for doing
,apweimw mm. " He ammﬁa %0 o hundred detuils which are inkerwoven with
the aw;am o£ 1@%&% b his #ﬁm@mhw nmd amﬁ'ummw with hie. ads

“‘h hu M 8 guscessfual ml‘twm he is dgnorant of
’ i mww %&m W af houses tuvned out by aml&%w
ng mﬁ' mamm gardening, save the use. of wwimg

m&w Wﬂeﬁ mﬂ m wﬂﬁmxy ghrubs; he mmm&y b@l&&%ﬁ the one wrgwo
of the mmmim !ammm is o meke money for G«wrga ¥, Babbitt, He

| @mmw it good advertising %o bamg t s8ll the olubs ono can and to

ks apeoshaes on *The Tdesl Gibisen," "Public Service," snd "Nthies," In

an sddress st the Boostérs Olub he admits that 4t ie Hhe duby snd the

privilege of the reelber 4o inew everything abeut his own oity and 1te
"environs,”" Altbough be sings elogquently of -the adventeges of the proxie

mity of sehool«building te the ventable home, he is wninformed es o

mmr or not'ths sehoolrooms are properly wenbileted, hented, snd Iarnished,
or how the ‘teavhers are shosens and even though ha bossts that Zenith pays

ite tonchers adoquately, he ¢annot nems the average nalary of the teachers
in the Zenith sohool sysbems T preaches samitation, snd when he lsys out
plens for the Glen Oriole screage development, he righteously pubs in e
sowage system, bub overlooks the fest that Glen Oriole séwers hwve in-
gufficient oubtlets,

Babbitt's business hustle is femiliar to the countless business men
in Ameriony

As he apprpeched the office m walked faster snd faster,

muttering, "Ouess better hustle," All about him the olty was

hustling, for hustling's sake, Men in mobors were hustling bo
pass one anobher in the huatling btreffic. MNem were hustllng to
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caboh trolleye, with encther trolley & minube behind, and to
1mp from the ﬂamllaya, to0 gellop aeross the sidewallk, bto hurl
themselves, inte buildings,; dnto hustling empress elevators. Men
im duiry lunches were hustling to gulp down the food which cooks
© had hasbtled bo fry. Hen in berber shops were snepping “Jus' shave
me onee over, Gotbta bustle,” Men were feverishly getting rid of
‘visitors du offices adorned with the signs, "This is Ny Busy Day"
~ and "The Lord Created the m:rm in 8ix Deys-~You Can spial 411
You Got o Bay in Six Winubes," Mem who hed mede five thoussnd,
year before last, and ﬁm mun | last year, were urping on nervee-
yelping bodiss and pareched %wa 80 that they might meke bwenby
tammmd ﬂkhia year; and the men had broken down immedistely
O aPber meking their twanty thoussnd dollars were hustling te eabeh -
iamins, tm hua%lu 'shrwgh the vamtmm which the humtling dockors

" hmong them Babbitt hustled baek to his office, .to sit down with
nothing mich ty do execept see that the stafl looked ms though they
wete hustling,™ B C : R

' In his address, "Our Ideal Gitisen;" Babbith pleturss him as a
budy wan who pubs "siy" imto his profession, is m model fw’mv fmd o
mhmg resds good literatureeethe newspaper and & good lively Westewrn
novelesand “$hen' goes happily to bed, his consclence colear, haviug

contribubed his mits o the prosperity of the eoity, snd te his.own bank

acoount,"8

Thus, one Bees ﬁabbi% 48 en &W% Amériesn oititen in an sveraps
y Zenith, aaing sverything im the usual M@M MBHDOT,
‘;;{f}amﬁ ‘ouston and erdiswim and ?md,’mg e

Mw%m bow

conforming to gve g A

typical Americen newspaper, the Zsnith A@wm@wﬁmm
Ris slosest friend is Paul Reisling, whom he kuew in college a8

& promiping violiniet, Paul's musiocsl eareer was ended by sn umfortunste
marriage to a flighty blonde. The greatest eventin the sprimg of the year

* Ww PP 146-1585,
® mid,, pp. 181-162,
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for Babbity is the seoret buying of o realsestste opbion in Lindon for
rhain stre
omsdon of the Lindon Avenue Car Line, When Paul unsuosessfully atbempts

tebrnotion offlelals before the publie avmousieoment of he

to murder his wife and {5 senbensed to serve a, bhree=year term ia prison,
Babbitt's, little world erumbles.

- Wnile his wife is ewey viaiting relstives, Babbits has & wild
m@mm of the tewn, He emcites sooial disfevor by s actions, and his
business dividends dwindle. Hse is Jolbed bask %o ssneness by the sudden
11lsess of his wife and the marviage of his oldest deughter to bhe Sundey

Behool press~agenty When young Ted elapes wibth the girl mexbtwdoor, all

- the members of both femilies; save Babbitt, bhecome angry and assert thet
the serriage mist be smnulled, They sppesl te Babbitt, ss Ted's favher,
w t@k "some sense" inko the boy, He escorbte hia som bo an edjoining '
rooky tloses the deor, and, loying an sffectiopste arm arowd his sonts-
shoulders, gives him the following advice:

¢ » afowy for heaven's sake, den't repeat this to your mother;
or she'd remove what little hair I've got left, but practically,
Itve never done a »ingle thing I've wented to in my whole lifel
I don't ldow's I've ecoomplished anything except just get sleng.

I figure ouk I've mede about & guarter of an inch oubt of a :
possible hundred rods. Well, maybe you'll carry things on
furthers I don't kmews Bub I do geh & kind of smeaking pleasure
‘out of the faot you knew what you wanted to do and did it, Well,
those folks in there will try to bully you, and tame you down,
Telllem to go bo the devil] I'1l back yous Take your factory
Job, if you want to, Dom't be soared of the family. No, nor all
of Zemiths Nor of ymzmelf, the way I've been. Go ahead, old
wan} The world is yours"*

' ., pe s01,
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Jemes Branch Cabell saye thet Babbitt hes pessed from iﬂw pages of
booke into the racial consciovsmess of mankind, becsuse "there is somes

of & Babbitt in every one of %g";‘ If Babbibt has become & synow

for the sversgs Awericen business meny Zenith hes likewlize become & synonym
for the average Americen eitys -An smusing ineident coecurred shortly after

bbitt was publiched. Hewspepers of five cities in the United Stutes

\/
unounoed thet their resp

of Babbiyt, and were asgry that Sinclair Lewle should ridioule them

ghive olbies recognized Yhemselves as the Zenith

publionllys They were Cinelnnati, Duluth, Kenses 0ity, Minsespolis, and
Milwaukee, Wnen they loarned Zemith was not memnt to mﬁ;w say of them,
they wore slightly ohagrined,”

From the miltiplieity of deteils which Ur. Lowsll Schumltz, the
sarrator of The Men Wh Knew Geolidge, tells his mequeisbances of the
suoking oar, one gethers W he is & sesond but more voluble Babbitb.

He, toos is an erator; and in his account of & speech whieh he once made

on the subject "The Basic snd Pundementel Ideals of Christien Awerican

Gibvizenship,” he says there ave two wimmmea peculinrly common Ho Amerioca
todey: service snd "practicalness,” e defines service as imagination:

s+ » & Bervice ls something extra, nelde from msre buying, shtooking
and delivery of goods; that so tlokles the comfort and self-
eoteen of & oustomer Hhat he will Leel frisndly end come back
again for more, Serviee is; in faoct, thg postry, the swell
manners; the high adventurs of busiveas.”

3

A Jamss Brauch Cabell, "A Note as to S8inelair lewis," Aneriesn
Meroury, (August, 1980,) p. 897, T
' Mi@&p Py m‘* Pa 424
8

Lewis, The Man Who Knew Coolidge, p. 245,
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Bohmaliz illustrates his definition of service by belling of the
*servies” his compeny glves & ocustomer. He says the operatlon of am
adding-machine 1s quite afmple; but whenover ho makes the sale of sush s
machine, be gives o free dourse of '"‘Iatia’mé %.m the person who 18 going %o
operate it, Onse & wesk for a mewth aftsr the sale, hs sends a men around

just the machine snd keep it in good conditiem, He admits the fellow

ks sends does not understand the mechanism of an adding-machine, but thab
is beside the peint; as he has thus sscured the good will of his ecusbomer,
Semmalts reasens that the man will neturally tarn bto him again when he
needs offiecs supplies, “T&t‘fa gerviesi® Sehmeltz says only a low amd
gordid commercialist would leok pn it as a devies to sell more goodss
Servies, he says, promotes "friendliness, good m&lmhim brother-hood,
and this wakes for the millénial day when all the world ghall be one
neppy Christidn f@iimm&m“i |

The second pesulisrly modérn Amsrieen ideal is prectieality.
Sehomal b ‘uk;’w Burope has its art and ‘Mmtmf bub Americe has gone s step
farther and made m,ﬁga ugeful ss well as beautiful, as, for instance, in
the cese of & gas stove, When Americans erect & h&mﬁfm a%%m«iﬁﬂw
public park, they raise up & likeness of Dente, in order ko get the naturale
ised Italian's vobes, "That's practicalnessi™

In the motto of Lewell Schmalbz, one finde the philwwhy ‘of the
Ampricen Wﬁn&u men, according to Binclair Lewls: "Read widely, think

seientifieslly, speak Briefly, end sell the m@dﬁ.!"’a

2 Thide, pe 275,
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wie indulges in snother snicker at the business men of
Americe, when he ’mwaa offt w&w wfortumete experiences of two New Yorkers
on & fishing and hunbing holiday in the north woods. Wea Woodbury, & #1lke
stooking manmufecturer, and Ralph Prescots, & lawyer, depart for a "he-man"

e

seeott 18 an-avowed benderfooty but Woodbury modestly edmits
s all about “roughi

i

holdday, Pr

o k

g 16s" Thelr firet discomPiture

spond the night sleeping om the hard ground: Gradually, they beseme so
ireiteted with eash other that they are guerrelling coms

tantly over trifles,
Woodbury iz dangry besause Presoott doss not confom to the formerts motions
of ™living in the wilde," Prescott 1s provoked by Woodbury's eemstant
ohatter and insinuations. PFinally, Predcott deserts Woodbury and copbinues
hie trip with the owner of s trading post, Joe Baster,

with Joets wife, Alverne, & flirtatious exwmaniourists Prosecott regards

ts vaoation is further spoiled by hds falling in love

Jo¢ as ene of the fineet men hi has ever meb; and it nettles him to have

fallen in love with this men's wifes To put tempbabtion behind him, he

deoides o leave and to m&a&n Woodbury. Bub to his diemay, Alverns over-
takos him and eoemes him %o beks her back 4o the United States, beoause she
says she ‘iax@;mtng mad with the dullness and loneliness of 1ife in Mantrap.
After they have wundergone dire misforbwnes on their trip, Joe overtakes them,
end saye he has ocoms bo J&my Alverna from ruining Fmawb tg 1ife, The
Indiens have burmed Joe's store bocaune he has refused them sn extemsion of
oredit, and he presents & forlorn figures He admits he would like bo 809
Few York, but deelarss thet Premcobt cannot take bobth Alverns and himself,
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The New Yorker sees Alverna as a cheap little flirb and chooses Joas
drriving in Winnlpeg, the mem put Alverne on the trein for 55, Paule -
doe senses he would be a soeial misfit in New York and deliberately
mkes himself

ridieulous in the éyes of Fresoobt and some of “he New
Yorker's friends whom they mest in Winnipeg, Joe imsembiomally falle
the brain, and Pressott retums home alons, somewhat chagrined
bo heve had such & bectic emperience when he originaliy went North fop

rest and relaxebions This brief resume merely shows the fremework snd

not the subtleby of the matire with which the situations end charschers

- of the book are treated. Although this is not one of Lewis’s major satires,
it is indieabive of hie sbility te write in s pleyful mood,

uppermest in the winds of memy people bvefore the advent of the ﬂmﬁmwiw,

Sinelair Lewie reises several gwwima which were

end are perhaps current in some ¢ireles teday, What nre successful
business mem going bo do with their leisure time when bhey have made

thelr millions end retire? Will they have forgottsn how to play? Are
business men so engrossed in malking money that they heve becoms wnskilled
in holding the affections of their wives? Are wen and wowsn aimiug ab the
achievement of differemnt values? Thess are some of the gqueshions whieh
provoke thought in the booke L
When the story epems, Sem Dodsworth hez just seld out his sutomobile

business +o & great motor-trust and now has money to go after mﬁhingu
which he fesls he has missed and which his ﬁfa desires, They close their
home in Zemith and go abrosd for an indefinide stay, The book is of these
' m and how they get slong together in thelr new surroundings,
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On the steamer going over ko mlm, they meet a dhaming Englishe
men, nemed lookert, who seems Yo fascinate Fron Dodsworth, Sam's youbhful-
appearing, gey, vivaclous wife, She abbreots many sultors s end Sam becomes
not her huabend, but merely another escort, In Bnpland, cherploned by
- Iookert, they are invited everywhere. Fran is in the height of her glory,
but Sem is lonely, beeause he does nob "beleng," Fran snubs his only friend
in London, sn AMericen selesman of his former company, end Sam has to enesk
gway to wisit the man, When he goes to n stap dimner glven In hie honor by
the Ameriecen salesman, Fran goes to dinner with Loskert and is much astonished
when he makes love o hers BSsm finds her in btears on his return from the
dinners 8he is farther infurisabed when he egreecs with Lookert's sbetbement
thet Fren hes "led him om," '

Sum ocannot ged used to the idea thab Eng;liah people expect him ‘to
ve ashamed he i3 &n Ameriosn. At an Bglish dinmer, when hia hostess is
ridieuling Amerios, he becomes suddenly and thorcughly angeys He informs
his hosbess that he le certainly not ashamed of Amerioe or of being an
Apericen, Be ir afraid o look at Fren, becsuse he reslizes he has probably
rulned the Dodsworbth scclsel prestige in Englend, Buk ineredibly Fran, herw
self, atbacke Lady Ouston by telling her thet although Ameries may heve
& Pew robten politiocisns, not every member of Parlisment is a perfect
gontleman, and bthat Amerieca must work out her problems main@eﬁ by
generous forelgners,

The Dodsworthe depert for Peris the next day, Sam wants to go
sight=seeing, but Fran objeots becsuse that form of diversion is "so

Americen,” Fran rovels in Parisien 1ife, but Sam agein is lopnely snd boredj
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he has mothing to do but te go to the bank snd get his mail and to drink
ooektalls, The Dodsworth sre quarrelling continuslly, because they now
heve time to got acguainted, and t‘;%nh they are fundamentally at oross—
purposes. Sam returms to Ampriea alone for his college class rounion, and
out to Zenith for mhilm He finds himself "out" of things st home;
m ahuamnd@m’en”ﬁm ‘and he bas no work, He starts looking aver
@ building project, but is reealled to Burope beesuse he thinks, frea

Em'ﬁ letbers, that she my be gpwm herself into trouble by & flirtae
tions He arrives in time to disentangle her frem a disgraceful affeir,
Timediately the two depert for Berlin, where Fram has velatives, She
fencies herself in love with Rury wvon Obersdorf aud wishes Bam to give her
8 diveree so she can merry nim, Sem assents with the stipulation that she
wit a mﬁhﬁafam begiming the divorce proceedings, Brakmwﬁmm% Sem
departs for the aauﬁh of &ﬁmpag where he meets & true gmtlowmg Miﬂz
Cortright, makes a confidante of her, and the two beoons

friends, He feels
:m peaceful end wnﬁmm with Edith thet he tenders her a tentative proposal
af Mrmga 3 bub before she ven acveph, he receives an £.0.5. ¢all {rom Fren
saying that Kurt's mother has objested to the proposed marrisge and asking
Sem to rejoin her, Thinking himself still in love with her, aud still
abeﬁi%t to har commands, he departs for Ameries with Fran, Bubt his wife
has become uubearable o him after his friendship with Bdith, end he takes
thé next boat back with the avowsd purpose of marrying his new love,

The reeder pities Sam Dodeworth, as S8ineclair Lewis, no doubt does,
but after reading the book, one 1s no nearer & solubion of Sam's problem

than poor Sam is himself,




Lewls

tumford says that mt' since Henry James has 'anymwwmll
portrayed the dilemms of the wnbubored American in Eumpm,l

' Bvidently, Mr, Lewls thiuks the folbles of bhe American business man
are many and varied, becsuse he bas ridiouled Nim ummereifully in four
spacific novels, and has flayed him with passing oribleism in ether novels,
The reader mt&nmwly mea that Babbith, who has been characterised

by 8ty b Poter Brodie mm a8 "Bveryman in bumineu*’a vubs & rather sorry

figure in the eyes of the movelist, One fesls that Sinclair Lewls regards

Bablbitt me a pompous dellar<ghaser, ignorent where he should be wise,

inolined to substitube Muffm for en adequitte business imowledge, snd
w&llm o eonform %o wwpﬁad standards rather them think for himulf. ‘

The novelist permiwa Lowell Mmm a8 an ignorant hypoerite, as full of
insonsistencies a8 a sieve iz full of holes, with his silly 1deals of service
snd prasticality as ridioulsus #s the man himself, Theu, lr, Lewis smiles

88 he realizes the wanities of the humen rsee are humow

rons ab fﬁ:imn,‘, and ®o
with Bis tongue in his oheek, he wrote s rollicking comedy sbout two business
men who wnwittingly expleded that m&am in Awerioan business circles

us 8 "pestful vacebion in the Bortiwoods," A ysar later, he reelized that

a buginess man's vaeation of sucther sort would illustrate the 1lluminating
truth, that an Amerioan dollar-shaser may find the sweets of success bitter,
when he discovers he has forgetten the eseentials of the art of mﬁjdying

his money after he has wade 1t, «

1 | ,
Mumford, ops cits, pe 882,

* ade, ops st




. CHAPTER V1

RELIGION

In building the pioture of Meterielist Americe, Sinclsir Lewis
aidds & vemomous 8troke by his atback on religions In order to show the
decline of religious umm in Americe, Mr, lewis attacks the problem

by presenting the religious comeeptions of rsa@mmﬁtww#m:riﬁm‘

He sssails the Christien faith and practices through en snalysis

of the buginess man's devotiom to these principles. The twe Dusiness men
whom the writer hes ohosen ss representative of this view are Mr. George
Fs Babbitt, the realtor of Babbitt, end Mrs Lowell Schmalts, the office-
supply manager of The Men Who Enew Coolidge
. In addition do represembing the business mem in religlon, Mr. Lewis
sbbacks religlion through the minister's comcepbion of the worship of God,

Elwer Gentry, of ecurse, is the outstending oxemple of hypoerisy in religilonm, |
with the excepbion of Moliere's Tartuffe, But there are aﬁhw minizters in
the Lewis books who are not hypoorites. Ome of thess is Philip MeGerry in

Blmer Gantry, who s & i’éil Yo the principal character in the hook, Other

Nethodist ministers, rivals of Blmer Gantry, have varied concepbtions of
religion ealso, Then, toe, in this category, one must oconsider Babbitb's
minister, who believes that the church should be a commumity center,

As Jiry Lewis sees it, the 'kmwllm_g evangelist has a different
comprehension of veligiom mud ivs purpose in the world, from that held by
the minister with & church of his own, TIwo ocharacters, Sharon Falconsr,
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the women evangelist in Elwer Gentry, snd Mr. Mike Monday, the evangelist
in Babbitt, are representative of this philosophy,

¥e, Lowis satirizes the plave of religiom in politvics, ueing the
Reverend Paul Peter Prang in It

u'y Happen Here se an exauple of a
prescher in pelities. Father Coughlin, of present day fame, is the
protobype of the Reverend Prang,

An intenssly prestical man is Geopge F. Babbith, as Mr, lewis
portrays him, Just as Bebbibtt is practical about business, aboub
amusement, 86 is be practical ebout religion, Bven es he and his ocohorta
wish to capitalize culture, 8o does ho wish to ocapitelize religions Babbitt
believes it is bensficisl o one's business to be seen going te church, He
thinke thet going to church end listening Yo the preacher's germon has a
distinet moral velue; snd that the preacher hes a magionl power to do one
good, Mry Lewle says of Bsbbitt's practleality in religlom

¢ ¢ ¢ The kermel of his prectiesl religion was thet it wes
respectable snd beneficial to one's business, to be scen
going to services; that the church kept the Worst Blements
from being still worses and thet the pastor's sermons, howe
ever dull they might seem at the time of teking, yet had &
voodoolstie power which "did a fellow goodwekept him in touch
with Higher Things,"* ,

Even though Babbitt's religion is principally ome of usefulness,
he has & theology of sortes He believes that there ls & supreme Belng
who hes tried Yo make us perfect, but presumsbly has falled; Babbitt accepts
Heaven, bub is unocertain sboub mu.z

When the ohuroh bo which Babbitt belange begins to decrease in Sunday

School sbtemdance, the pastor calls in several of the men of the chureh for

1 jowis, Babbitt, ps 20%s

2 mia,




consulbation, Babbitt has always achieved pesults in his real estabe
rusiness by organizing snd advertlsing; he reasons that if these methods
prove efféctive in paining patronage for the reslesstate bubiness, they
mm ‘prawiamily offestive in building up atbendence st Sunday School,
Ho Wite upon e plen which is received with enthusiasm by the members of the
Attendance Committes and the pabtor, The plen is this: first, he divides
the &w&ay‘sa‘h’wi inte four mrmies, depent

r‘upon &ges The pastor and the
supsrintendents rank as generals, and everyone is given a #ilitary rank in

his own simy eocording o the number of members he brings to Sunday Sehool.

As 8 second feature of the plem, a press-agent is hired for the Sunday
Sehovlé ' ‘
After the Sunday ﬁuma; sdopte Babbitt's aystem of militery ramke
ing, 1t has & Yoom, thus enlivened by this spiritual refreshment,
© Mres Lowell Selmalbs's religion is similar to that of Babblit.
¥y, Schmalbz, beeause of the great leaders of this church, says he is &
Congregetionalist, but he cennot recsll who these leaders were, ngwr,
Mr, Sehmaltz is not denominabionally prejudiced; he thinks that all the
denominations are working together to make a purer and greater imerles.
1ike Babbitt he believes that reliplon is somsbructive and that it keeps
one on “the straight snd marrow peth," Mr, Solmaltsz says:
Our gemeration, I guess we still got a lot of the Old Barry
in us, Me, I admit, I smoke and somebimes I take o drinke-bub
never to excess; if there's anything I despise it's & man that
ean't hold his liquoresand I do like e nice drive om Sundey, and
sometimes I cuss a little, and I guess I ain't above looking b
s pretty ankle even yet, Bubk it's my £irm belief--maybe you
gontlemen never thought aboub it this way~--1f we'll Just suppord

the ohurehes end give the preschers s chance, & generation will
come whioh wom'% even want to do those things, end then Ameriom




el iy by ki
Nothodists or i ghty gled to fellowship with
¥ry Bovmslts is firm in his belief bhat egnostics canmot think
‘o they would lnow thet they are wrong, Ho wishes thet ho might see an

Wmm'

»

o "hook heres" I'd tell himy "In the first place it stands
to reason, don't it, thet fellews specislly treined in theology,
~ . kike the preschers, kmow more than us laymen, don's it? ind in
the seeond, if the Christien religion has lasted two thousemd
‘years and is teday stronger then everesjust ook for instence,
at that skyseraper church they're building in Wew Yorke~is it
-1ikely that e little handful of you smart galoots are golng 4o
be able to change i1

:I"guaa«a ﬁhay never ’éhwgﬁt of &h&ﬁ. ,Trou\il& with fellm
" 3ike agnostios is thet you simply can't get'em Yo stop and think
and use their mindsl

And what have they gob %o put in the place
< Keow whet the trouble with Wwaﬁa%wm 87
‘destructive and not consbructive,’

of religion?
Theytre

Thus, one sees that !ﬂ;-.. lewis believes the business man's emphasis

in raligﬁ.an is on its pmeﬁwi 88808, e 1e persuaded that this type
wf ‘m uses réiig;inn merely as & savimre and as a measuring stlek for his
morels. “ ; | B )

A% first glane&; one would bbink that Mr, Lewis has only contempt for
the minister's amupﬁim of mld;gimc The fact that he painbed that
sordid prescher, Elmer Gantry, in all his vilemess and hypoerisy, is
parhaw the hdpia of this contention, Truly, Blmer Gantry is & blacke
guard, He is hypoerisy inmm:;am in religion.

! Lewis, The Man Who Kaow Coolidge, ps BB
2

Ibid,, pps 85-86,




In Chapber II1, the writer has pointed cut that the plot of The
Irail of %ho Hawk is similar to that of Blmer Ganbry in thab both whart
with the boys at an early agey and carry them throughout their eoreerse

. Genbry opensy Blmer is "Hellweat" Gantry, &t Perwillinger
Gollagey which L& locsted on the outekirts of Gritsmscher Springs, Kanses,
At Terwillinger College, he was supposed to be the most populay man in
esllege; everyone believes that everyme else adorses himy end neae of them
want 0 be with hin, B is slvays demending, defylng all the rules bo geb
Hiver ie converbed ome night by "highepowered” evemgelism, He 4id

not wank to be converted, but an sthletie ovangelist whom he edmires plays
on his emobions mﬁﬂ-&ﬁmﬂy susoumbsy It 18 not uwnbil he glivew a
speech in the churchk about his econversion, that Blmer is intereated in
religions When hé experienves the Wﬂ of wxmm others from the
pulpit; be mﬂﬁmly beoomes f@mﬁ of religion, ors one am& say, fond of |
his roles A

‘ 'ﬁ%ﬁ Ms&daw of m wmge- ﬁm Elmer ought %o be & preacher,
but amm the poor My ean never yeceive the Call, Blmer has ropented a
degen times that ho was ever wmm, but always marshalls nis feeling
dent eud gome of the

back o the path of rightecusnsss
good brebhewm mest to pray with Elmer, o that he may reeeive the Csli.

Elner bevomes nauseated ab he prayer meeting, and tells the bretherm that
the spirit is working, and bo thinks he will o for & walk by himself, Om
his walk he meets one of his old friends, and they procesd bo get gloriously




the following

6B
drunks, While he is drunk, Hlmer fesls happy end thinks he hes reseived the
Call &t lasts He reces back to the president's house to tell everyone,
iiner goed to Mispeh Theologiesl Beminery, At the end of two years,
be somes home to be ordeined by his ows oouneil of Bapbist churches, He
feels even mow more power in his owatery. At his ordination Elmer prays,
not &8 st éxhibitlon, but sincerely, for God o help him o quit showing
off smd got dowm o Ged's businesey
© Widle Blmer 38 at Mispeh, Des

m Trosper gives him sn appointment
ut Sehonesheim, a séduntry churoh, where he een eumn ben dollars & Bunday,
Down at the c¢hureh he sedueces u daughber of one of the deacons

and lays

the 1@ @m a y@m@ man in the parish who iz in love with her, BElmer's
mumm aﬁ ma ws@e wf his career is aptly deseribed by Mrs Lewis in

* Nobody «wm mr sy m was m&&m to-girls or despised
tgmy; the wey Jim Lefferts used to, He'd taught Lulu am
awful I@m gob her over her hick idees; showed her how
& porson could be religious and still have a good time,
if you just looked at it right and saw that while you
ought to teash the highest ideals, nobedy could be ex=
pested %o always snd exaotly live ug te 'em every day,
Espesially when you were young. WW he given her
& bracelet that cost five good buoks?

Elner is é&smwé from Mispah Semdnsry, beosuse he becomes intoxicated
and fails to appear at a chureh to preach in a neighboring elby.

For & while m 4ravels foy a hardware company, but be still Peels

the urge e my peopls by his oratery, He finally menages to Join the

1 Sinoluir Lewis, Elmer Gantry, (Wew Yorks Harcourt, Brace,
and G@ﬁ' 1937ﬁ) ﬁN 137#




man; evengelist, and; thus ‘beoomes an assistent 1o

sorps of 8 %rvavelling w
| Sharom Peleonmer, the evangelisty’ - In timey he .grows very intimate with
Sharon sud the intimaey grows.into. s love afflalwy - ivi Lewls desoribes in
detell an ovengelienl oampaigns Sharon Faleoner's advanos mn is & retired

reportery  Alber the edvengs man ‘has the eonbract signedy he remswbers his
former newspaper lebers snd becomes friendly with all of the reporters, XHe

gives thewm & Mline" sbont Sharon Pelooner, so that when Sharon snd the

troupe arrive, the newspapers sre esger, the walls smd shop E B9

searlet with plaeards, and the town is breathleses Freguentlys there ils.
quite & orowd at the statiom to meet her, Bineclair lLewis says:

There were always a few infidels, pertioulerly emong the

reporters, who had doubted her telents, but when they saw her

dn the tyain vestibule; in & leng white coat, when she had
Btood there & second with her eyes closed, lost in prayer for
this new commmity; when slowly she held ouwt her white mervous
hands in greeting-wthem the advence agent's work was twesthirds
done Mrg and he dould ge en to whiten new fields for the
mm‘ﬁg ,

ﬁahuwnm m’w of the first @mgeliats to ﬁa@md fer all her
profit on one nf‘faring, & “hhank»mffwﬁmg for her smd her orew alone,
The mgiw af this plan ean be seen in. the f@llwing pamgmpha

s o & 1t sounded uselfish and it brought in mere; every
devotee saved up for that oocesions sad 1t proved essier %o
get one fiftyedollar donation then w dosen of a dallnr sache
But to work up this love offering to suitable thankful prow.
portions, & great desl of loving and efficlent grmmﬁian
wos neededs-veminders given by the chief peastors, hankers,
and obher holy persons of the town, bhe distribution ef
snvelopes over whioh devotees were supposed 4o broed for
the whole six woeks of bhe meetinge, and innumernble newse
paper paragraphs a!egm’& the self-seerifice snd heavy expenses
of the mgaliawa

X miﬂn ps 192,
% Ibids, pe 198,
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- On the first evening in the new babernscle which Sharon hed built,
the place eatohes firs and Bluer, 1ike the osward he is, fleos for his
ylifa and leaves Sharom to die, besause she firmly humm that in God's

" temple, mo ORe ocan gome to harm, |
Afber nm disaster, Elmer Joins the New Thought movement, end in

Wrﬂ, Joins the Methodist ministry, beosuse he can make & betber living
and cen more easily besome a maw of power in religion, In fhe Methodist
‘Ministeriel Ucnference, he makes great pmwh He stays for w year in
Budd Center, & town of 4,100 people. From Rudd Canter, he gm to Vulean,
8 oiby of 47,000 people, where he remains three years., His mext move is
ﬁp&m a oity Qﬁ‘ 129,000, where he premshes two years, and then he
goes to Zemith, He finds the Zenith ohureh in & rumdown oonditdon, buk
finally mekes it iw&é sn "effiefent” ohureh, During his ministerial
ymgﬂm from ’amm to bowny he has sequired & wife whom he does mob love

but who is a. perfam prmmhw'a wifm After he has been ﬁ,:m Zenith for a
time, ha &iwmﬁrx that Lulu bﬂlmsn to bis congregation, He begins his
Iam af:rair Just where he left off, Soon kis atbractive secrebary

m Jmtﬂ.‘hmpmkafhumanmm is sbout to ebbein
e fashionable chursh in New Yovrk and the executive searetaryship of a

" pawerful church argwiuﬁm* the seeretary blackmails him, But ome of
his influentiel church members frees him from the entanglementy snd he
looks Forward to seccomplishing his ends after all, He feels that he hes
learned his lesson, and that he will never look st & girl agein, Despite
81l hiz resolutions and vows, the next Sunday mornin: when he kneels o
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pray, he catehes sight of a mew girl in the cholr snd mentally decidés that
he will have to get moquelnbed with hér beosuse whe bas good smkless

{ppuann f8 right when he seys that Hlmer
Ganbry is written with compulsion'to malies, as if the suthor could
searuely hold himself,' Regis Wishaul says thet Elner Usutry marks o new
Em&g@ﬂﬂ toward satire and w despening of lewis's mm possimisn, He
Arvowenith, It is
deeidedly not written bo please, lMicheud suys, "The book is oae of the

believes it is still move bitter and serimonious bhan

mightiest shrokes ever hit st hypoorisy,"” 1o eulls Blmer Gantry a Devmus

of religlon, '
Several Nethodist minisbers are iu the book Elmer Cautry, One of

them ie Chesbter Brows, the ritualist, whom Blmey thinks too literary and

dramatio, ‘Himer 18 most envious of the Rev, Mr, Brows, because this good

men mgss o pu‘bi"éf‘h aw&aiiw in the Adv fj 40, *,ﬂ;ﬁm Centbury,

Brown is %oo frank abm%; the mmr&*a ula’ﬁx, wenlth, sad blindness,

Dre Otto Hickenlooper, however, 1s mﬁmr typé of minister, He has
an am&w imi:imbiuml ohurch, He has manual Lmimmg,, g st
paguamm, m& classes in painting, Prench and bablk walding, besides clubs

for mﬁ.lfmn.& ‘men, q%mgmk&m, and bell-bays. Dr. Hickenlooper is

interested in social serviee work, boo,
Most parishioners 1ike Drs Muhlon Potta, of bthe Firsy dethodist

2 Lippumenn, %ﬂ m.,ﬁ Pe 8l

& Mdohaud , joiihd m«; pe 1814
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Churohy becausse he ia sefes Mre lewls says:
Ho mever dovbted mor let anyons else doubt that by
attending the Methodist Ohurch regularly, sund cbserving
the rules of mpmmm, salvation, baptism, commumion,
and liveral giving, everyone would have & minimum of
CANOSY . diwm:w&%ia and sin, and wmquestionably aryive
in hmvm.

Br; P!silip anﬂarry, of the Arbor Methodist Ghurah, is the ome
mmmw whom Elmer Gm%ry detested, "Phil," as almost everyone called
him,, wes ascused of wary mm heresy, His only dogme was bthe leadere
ship of Jesua, ,Elmr mmx him because he oriticized everything; nothing

was sacrad, ﬁé@wry is the foil for Elmer Ganbry., He is the true

- Christien as Sinclair Lewie sees Christianity. When someone asks MoGarry

what the church is scoomplishing, he snswers confidently:

%1t hes this, Frank: It has the unique personaliby end
bosching of Jesus Christ, and there 18 something in the
feeling of & man when he suddenly has the inexpressible
experience of kmowing the Master snd his presence, which
makee the chureh of Jesus different fyom any other merely
human ingbituition or instrument whatsoever] Jesus is nob
simply greater and wiser than Socrates or Volbaire; he is
entirely different, Anybedy can interpret the personality
tnd teach: of Sooreates or Voliteiree-in schools or books or
sonversation, Bub to interpret tha personslity and teschings
of Jesus requires em sspeoially called, chosen, trained,
sonsssrabed Eﬁdy of men, united in an especisl insbtitutione.
the churehs”

Another preschor, whem ome feels he must mestion in diseussing
this phase of Binelalr lewle'e works, is Babbitb's preacher. ' This goed
msn's idea of @ churoh coineides with that of Dr, Hiekemlooper. He
concelves the Ohurch to be & commmiby center, His churoh conteins
everything but & bars In it he hes a nursery, a gymnasium, o pioture

i Iawlis, g r Ganbrys pe 28.
% mid., p. 578,
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show, & library of beclmioal bookw Por young workmen, w!imh, ineidentelly,
they do not wee, ard slso & gewing oirele, and a Thursday evening supper
eluby

k Mwlm&#hw&nﬁ sttack on religion through the evenpslist's
WWMQn hw already been touched upon  in the d&ammim of Elmer
he guyse |

laly Lewls M wn%iwmy ridiouling evangelistic work when

; The gospel srew could never consider thelr converts as .
humsn beings, like waiters or manicurists or brakemen, bw@:
they had in them such & professioval interest as surgeons 1
take in patients, corities in an author, fishermen in troubs

Iﬁ one town, the orew could mot get a single aonver%z, so Elmer m’e oub
wé Mm enough men bo wb a8 & good showing of ,eamem‘ for five dollars
&}jﬁ:‘j&%ﬁ Blmer sould not kwmmmﬁ the wpaid pevsons converks either,

mr. Lowis says | | | |

P ammma when he wes oub :m ‘the auaiame, playing Mw
bullying hero that Judsen Roberte had once .played with hi
he looked wp at the platform, where a row of men mnder cone
vietion kmelt with.their srme dn ohsirs snd their brosd butts
toward the orowd, and he wented to snicker snd wield a smell
wm%c Bub five minutes ufber he would be up there, inesling
with a sowingemachine egent with the day efter shakes, hls srm
wmd the elient’s shoulder pleading in the tones of a mother
s "Canit you surrender to Christ, Brother? Don't you want
ha @iw up all bhe dresdful hebits that ere yuilning youme
keeping you back from suocess? Lisben] @od‘ll help you make
goodd And when you're %elm @J:d maz, remember he's there,
waiting Yo talk to ywl .

One of Bharon's chief ’&wu‘blnavma gebting her orew to Bed. Sinelair

lewis implies that they were actors who were too Mgh strung o sleep after
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the show, Despive the fect that they hed preached ageinet rum, some of
the ®performers” had 4o brace their nerves with sn occasionsl quart of .
whisky, and afberwards thers was denoing end essorted glee, Some of the
mmwm@aw %viﬁ'amg; such as little Lily Anderson; bhe psle

ke, Bhe protested, in the name of the lord, egainst their setions,

In Babbitt, one Mu that distinguished evangelist, Mike Mondaye
Hre mm had - mw heon & pxm-sﬁ

My mu “w wim w’m&ng bub his oreoked noss, his celebrated

RAVEY n,&ﬁ & miﬁ#dﬁf&gmﬁ‘w‘ sayn -

wmbmlww m& h&m ammagmnmm nd The service of the lLord proved
moYe W&m&&m m ms aww to yotire wibh 6 fortune, ’!ﬁr, Honday
mllﬁd m %iawmum mmi G@mgwgatwmlut mniatum whe had opposed
his wm&“w Zenith "o Tumeh of gwpuzwpmmw mﬁh dish-water ingtesd
of h}@m«% 8 W m* $w¢1ws that need move dust on the knees of theiy
pamw m mm Mr on ‘biwlr aldmn,y pld cheats,"” vl

CRGTOY m:w Chamber
of @mw& @mﬂwd this opposition when it repﬂﬁwé 0 & commitbes of
manufecturers that :%:ex avery eif:y where he haﬁ appeared, ir.

averted strikes by %mmg the minds of the mrm from wegee and hours

“to hig’!mr ﬁi&mgu@ % wBs mdia’@ﬁly iﬁﬁ%ﬂl and thers wis no 4rouble

in fmm& %m mmmmm for the mpamq fund of forky tmmmél dollars,
ammm Lewls discusses mugicm in politics through the mediuwa

of the Rev, Paul Petsr Praug, a bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh,

in the vook It Gsn't Hsppen Here. Neverend Prsng took & hend in politles

1 tewis, Babbitt, yps 98-09.
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by broadessting over the redles Hils redlo address was Yo m&lm the veyy
word of God, His power befere the advent of the Windrip dynss
limibeds ¥ ww&w& the League of Forgotben Hen. Prang bold them Yo
ot Windrip o the prosidemey, Windrip, the eenator who browghd
glom and torror to Amorive, wied Prang &8 & teol, Iswis says of

Sy W e

o e pleal bo Seasbor, g in public veverones wes a
politienl bitan who seemsd nob bo have the lbeh for officews
the Beversnd Peul Peter Priog, of Persepolis, Indisne, Pishop
of tho Hethodist Bpiseopnl Chureh, & man porheaps ten yooys
older bthan Windeip, Mo weekly vadio address, st 2 pe ms
svary Saturday was %o willions the very owacle of Gody Se

supersabaral was this voles from Yhe adr dhet for A% mon dow
lnyed thedr polf, and womem even WW& theiy &@«mm&y
sPbernoon sombrnot hm@%

It wae Wgher ﬂmww@ Esm@hm of Dotroily, m hed Piret
whought out the devies of froving himself fyom any soncore
ship of his polidiesl gerwons on the Mount '!ssy ”bwmﬁ hie
m bine on the sire » «

But bo the ploneer W&W @m&m Bﬁmm Pmﬁt ?Mr Prong
Cwns s the V8 to the Model 4

Prang wen more sembimestel than Ooughling he shoubed mere;
he sgonized mores he reviled mm enemios by nams, snd rather
soandulonsly, he told weve fwwy stories, wnd ever so mony
more Sragile stories showk m repentant deatbh-tuds of bembkers,
atheiste, and Commmists, iy wolocs war more nasally nnbive,
and he Wy pure ¥iddle West, with & New Englend Pretestant
Soobuh-lnglish ancestry, where Coughlin waa always o 1it4le
gmew. in m Sesyus-Roshuok rigim, as & Romem Catholie
with an agrseable Irdsh scoent,

It wos this Rishop Prang who helped o wmz; Yorrorien into the

Unived Thabes, ns deseyibad In It Oun't Hepoen Hews, And for his pains,

he wan put inko an insane seylusm,

1 Sinelair Lewls, It Can's I
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One is forced 4o conolude that Binelair Lewis believes thab

Materialiet Ameriea bas no soruples sbout eapitelising religion es it
sapitalises culture, Oue mst believe that My, Lewls thinds that mosb
traveling evangelists sre freuds; that they use religlon ks wsens to en
endy thab o 8 tngy  And yet this movelist who condesms religion
a8 it is obloed w Bluey Gunbry, eduives and respects the religien

which Fhilip MeGarry prasches, which he believes is the true eoncepbiom
of God and his prineiples of living,




CHAPTER V1I

AMERIOAN SOCIAL ORDER

The diversity of the subjeot matber which comprises tiw uﬂm
of Binolair Lewis tends to make it difficult for ome bo classify the
lewis s%ing In the gmviam éhupisorn of this study, the wriber has
dis mzsmd one atbitude or uharwbariawa of Lewis :tn ssch mmm Hows
evar, the i‘wr aluaiﬁuﬁiam of kﬁhihuﬁoa oontained in the wwm’a
| wliw%r are so eiemly sonnecked in thought that the writer has deemed
it nesessary to ambim them into chapter, "The American Social
order," |

M; fﬁrw glance at ﬁ!sm ’eiﬂm of each division, the reader will
not ab onoca gamefwe the wwowm@m Individually considered, they

seem %o w:wﬂm nymu‘u pmfmsimz, but sollectively viewed, they apply

to Muieﬁy a8 & whole. "Medical Bolence®™ is & profession, and yet humsnity

’banefihs f;mm the prwti@oa of moﬁi«im and soience. Trus, “Sooiel Bervice

and Fénwlag;y“ are generally considered the business of trained individuals,

and yet Soclety is mspamib.le fmr the eare of the unforbtunate and for the
prevention and ocorrecbion of erime, "Convention and Stendardizetion” are
partioularly charseteristio of Amerioans, "Polities” in%wa@m t;m govern=
ing as well as the governed of every nstion, Thus, the diﬂa&m of this
chapter are disoussed in the light of sooiel thought,




HEDICAL SCIRNCE

In his discussion, “Sinelair Lewls and the Good Life," Gremville
Hioks ssys that Sinclair Lewis had mo doubb in his mind that vebellieom
was good, as ho expressed it in Yatn Strest and Babbitt, bub Mr, Lewls

felt rebellion aughh % be f«nr soms higher md, fur the sake of deﬁni.w
mlues. mm *:.hia in mmi; he mm Arrmmim@ 1

In Mrmmith, Iﬁm Lewis suya that mmmy d,mela mar:lmcw md
is. m;rbh it. Thia a%ﬁmﬁ 1s appliceble %o suy line of mdmmur, but
Mr, Lewis ehoosas to npply it parbiwhrly to the panorama of medern
mdicim. in which he fmo.tuéaa the lives af the pre-medical mmm, the
m&iaal student, the interne, the general gma'bihiunur, the publiec health
offieial, the m&apendenﬁ mim%w, the eurer of pl&g\w&, mﬁ wm typos
of vcoupations in the medical pmﬂouiem

As Martin a.rrwmﬁzh Jaumm ‘\shrmh lifu, wri*vim for inbegrity,
he meets many physs.cims md soientiste wlw have varied mmﬁm of
professional honesty, These men may be omsiﬁaé ammimw in’w two
gmﬁps, namely, the commercislists end the nonvmmmmm-

The insinocers mimﬁima. Merbin mmmith ealls "men of measured
merriment,® To this eatagary bal:mg Rippleton hhiva, who used Martin
as the prize exhibit of the MeGurk Im*bim. and Dr, A. Dewitt Tubbs, the
smiling, gracious director of MeCurk Imti*&aw. who csn balk on any sube
jook with suthority, Augus Duer, the "Brillisnt Young Surgoon,” who never
read or said anything which did not combribute to his sucoess, is o perfect

1
Hioke, EE. mnp Pe 266,
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exemple of this type of scientists
Other commsroialists im  the book are Dr. Almus Plekerbaugh, the
bubbling head of the Depart

%t of Health in Nautilus, who beliewes thabt
he esn schieve perfect heslth by sdvertising it in the commmibys Dr.

Irve Watbers Dbelieves medicine is & useless profession, if eme esumot

seke & good living by ib.

‘0f eourse, the suprems exsmples of sineerity and non-sommercialism

in this book are Max Gottlieb, the idesl seientist, and Martin Arrowsmith,
the hero, Obther mem in this group, who gein the admiration of the reader,
are Dr, Silve, the kindly desm of the medioal faculty at the University of

mej Gustal Sendelins, the jolly leoturer on publie healths Terry

Wiekett, the wiry little seientist who retires from the werld to indulge

§ snd Dp, Stokes, a wry, humorless medical missionw

ary, who saves Nartin's plague experiment, Other doctors im the Lewls

books who exeite respect are Dr, Will Kemnicott, the gemeral practitioner

in Main Bbreet and Dr, Malvine Wormser, & wemen of remarkeble cormon sense
in Avn Viekors. '

In opder bo deal with this phase of the problem, the writer has
chosen to discuss the 1ife of Martin Arrowsmith in detail, By the die=
cussion, he hopes to show the inconsistenoies of medicel seience as
revealed by Sinclair Lewis's vitriollc pen.

Ta the story of Narsin Arvowsmith, Nr, Lewis resches his greatest
nohiovement in the portraysl of human character, Martin is the most nearly

life-like person in the Lewis books. He iz not o much a typs as &n

e
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resotions to events are exbromely nabural, and his affection
for his wife, Leors, is touchings Mr. Lewls shows s bender sympathy for
this character whieh is lacking in the othar Lewis bookss

individual, his

When the book opens, the reader seo8 Martin Arvowsmith, then a
small boy, reading Gray's Mw jomy in the dingy offiee of Doo Vickerson,

The dostor advises Hortin to go %o medical college and o study, lHe says

that some day Mertin will be a 1uwiing phwiém, maybe & surgeon, He
sdmonishes he boy to 86t & high goal and not to let things slide, This
admonition is vaguely reminiseent of the sdvice Bone Stillmen gives bo
Garl Eriesen in an sarlier worke:

The next picture the resder gets is Martin ;

science Junior prepering for medical school st the MWwi%y of Winnemao,
Winnemace iz an imaginary state baméed by Michigan, Ohic, Illinois, end

Indiane, snd like them it is half Besters and half Mid-western,

" For Martin at twenty-one, the %ﬁmxrxihy hes becoms his vworld, He
looks forward to mmiuwy and phyuiaa‘ and the prospect of biology m'a
year, ‘

On his First day in medicel sohool, Marbin goes to the offices of
Mex Gottlieb, professor of baaﬁaﬁém@. Mertin wishes o enroll in
bacteriology before taking mmu chemistry, To do so, he must obbain
the pamikaim of Pr@fa@ar Gobtlieh, The old selentist refuses and tells
vment, snd them Gottlied

him he is not ready yet, Marbin peraists in hie arg
says that he has two types of students, the potaboss who never learn auy«




thing but‘w %o kill patients, eand the boys who wish & little bit %o
pecoms semﬁﬂsw Of the letter type he demands everything, UHe says:

folad T oy S 3 sette the, T desnes tiem, 1

is %o mit snd doubd, Of the potatoes, I demend nothing; of

hxms ;m “ "ehé;;k I ewm teach them |

hoprd Joar,tL yEhing, ¥No, you are toe joung. ﬂm

Professor Cottlisb is the mystery of the umiversity. Ee- is & German

Jew, born in Sexonmy, in 1850s Alvhough he book his medical éﬁgr&o a:b‘
Heidelberg, he was never interested in practicing medicine. Fram his
youth he was always the emreful worker; the maker of long rows of rigﬁrua,,v
slweys realiszing the presence of uneontrolled variables, and & vicious

assailent of what he calls slackmess. He became inkerested in & series of

rbant, uwndramatie sownding, long, and exceedingly wne
appreciated, At ferty, he went sadly off to the wrﬁ.m which could never

become milibaristie or anbi-Semitic, His dearest dream during years of
recking research and et present is the artifieial pmmwmn of antietoxin,
In 1889, he was called to the University of Winnemsso, as professor of
becteriolegy of the medioal school, Mrs Lewis says of him:

While medical quacks, menufacturers of patent medicines,
chewing-gum salesmen, and high priests of sdvertising lived
in large houses, attended by servants, and book their sacred
persons abroad in limousines, Max Gobtlieb dwelt in & cramped
cotbage whose paint was peeling, and rode %o his laboratory
on an sncient and sgueaky bioyele. Gottlieb himself provesbed
rarely, He was not so unressansble--usually--as Go demand both
frosdom snd the fruits of, populer slavery, “Why," he ounoe said
$o Mardin, “should the world pay me for doing what I want and
what they do not want?” : .

. Sinelair Lewis, Arrowsmith, (New York: Haroourt, Brace, and Co.,
1925a} ?slzv : )
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If in his house thers was bub eme comforteble chair, on his
desk were letters, lonmg, intimate, and respectful, from the
great omes of Fremce snd Germany, Italy and Denmark, and from
sciemtists whom Great Britain so much valued thet she gave them
titles almost as high as Yhose with whioch she rewsrded distillers,
eigaretbe~mamufacturers, and the owners of obsgene newspapers,

But mmy kept hinm from fulfilment of his swmer longing to
8it bemseth the poplars by the Ehine or the tranquil Seine, st
a mm on whose checkered cloth were bread snd cheese and wine

jusky Wr«’tm’ those smcient and holy simpliecities of all
the mx-lé«

Max mwiieb says & se¢ientist is intensely religious; i%@ will not
acoept guarter trubhs, beesuse they are an insult to his faith, Selentists
want everything to be subject to inexorsble laws, He hates wmfu&wwian’ew
ists sueh as psychoeanslysts, The solentizt must be heartless, Gottliedb '
believes, "He lives in & cold, clear light," suys Gobdlisdb, In talking to

-

Herting he warns:

”'sm onee sgain always remewber thet not all the men who work
at mimm are soclentishss So few] The reste-gecretaries, prsgs
agents, camp-followers! To be a soientist ls 1ike being a Goethe:
it is born im you, If you baf, there is only one &'ingm-no there
is ‘two t'ings you must do: work twiee as hard as. you can, and
kesp people fiom using you, I will try to pmteqt you from
SuePesBe » &

A1l through the first ysars of 'mp&iaul sohool Martin is restléssly |
doubkful. He does mot belleve in commeroializsd medisine, and he is
disturbed because his fratemity brothers hm?a the eypmi’ae view,

His jxmior year is a whirlwind of a%mdfmg 1wtumm visiting

hospital demonstrations, inatmat.’mg freshmen classes, and seeing his girl

eens”banﬂy. But during this heotic year, he pekes time for his firsk

1 Ibide, p. 126,

2 -
© Ibid,, pp. 279-80,




independent research, which Simeleir lewis ocalls his "first lyrio; his
first ascent of umexplored wzmwinm“& He m the akmftsmmh&p of
science and he has become tho favorite pupil of Mux Gottlisb, ”

4 bit of humor is iutroduced imbo bhe book by & ouricus predicsment

#inds hinself ot one bime, He bocomes eugaged to two girls
at the seme time, One of them is u beautifullywpolsed sooiety pirl who is
working on & PheDe in Emglish, while the other is & compsnionsble little
probationer at the Zenith General Hospital, When he is intoxiceted, Martin
invites both girls bo lunch with him 8% the gams time, Painfully sober the
next day, he is ecmpelled t6 fulfill his duties as host, During the mesl,
he blurbs out the wavernished btruth. The reactions of the girls to thie
anowncement sre interesving, Ths sosiety girl is furlously smgry, bub

she kisses the probatiomer, expresses her sympathy, sud swseps msgniffeiently
out of the dining rooms leors, the 1ittle nurse, smiles possedsively and
telle Martin that she is mever going %o give him wpe

In his loneliness, Martin starts drinking
by Dean &Vilm Hardin obtsing o hundred

¢ of the winter; Leora is summoned home by her perents.
, becomss :irrﬁum% is impertinent

to Gottlieb, end ls suspended

doller loun from one of his friends and depart

s Por the West, Drinking

steadily, and only half-conseious of where he im goingy he flits from oiby

te eoity, Finally he stops drinking, and begins to feel not like & bum, bub
like himself. He devermines to go back to the Universibty and finish ‘him
dourse, Buk to return Yo the miwwi&y befors he has seen lLeoru is ime

possible, He dislikes her family intensely, s¢ he elopes with her, But

1 1vid., pe 52e
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whon they go baek to 'leora's home, her fubher ‘mmaua to let her go baek
to the Tniversity with Martin, He demends that Nartin be sble to suppert
Leore firet, end advises the boy to finish his edusations - .
Martin is _mwea bo the Unlversity agein, but finds life without
Leots ‘m%&ﬁi%mw@a at Hasber; he goes back te get her, Ho issues the
ulbimatum thet Leora's Pather will have o suppert Leora by sending

pnough money bo:live with her b:mﬁm&, until Martin can support her hime
self, or he will take her away so that her.parents may never see her agsin,
'1'@ bhtain My, ww‘# émm& %o such & propoaition,; Martin promises that
as soom u8 he graduates, ha will come back to Leora's homs-town and stars.
in general practicey

After his interneship at the Benith General Hospitsl, true bo his
promice, he and leora set out for Wheatsylvanias .ﬁa finds thak the Toser
family expeet him to set up his offies in the barn, but Leora finally
persusdes het father to lend the young couple & thousend dollare %o spend
as they wilh mr&in is guibe tmotlews. m is extremely honest and he
expects everyone else o be likewlse., If he drinks and plays poker; le
does 1t operily, and ke cammot wnderstend why the villagers objects He
Qﬁumblafa‘~mﬁa respectability by saving the 1ife ’af 8 baby whoe hae swallowed
a thimble, operating on its bhroat with his poeket knife, when the frantic
mother accosts him while he is on & xium trip, Bub he iumedistely loses
the respeot he has gained whem he experiments with & cure for the blacke
leg which has broken out among f.shs satble in the neighborhood., He discovers
thet the vaceine sent oub by the pharmeceutical company does not contain
enough llving organisms, He sets up s small laboratory in his office end
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produces soms yaooine which sddts hiws He injects the vaseine inte 8
strioken herd and sbops the epidemioc, This is both the end aud the veward
for Hartin, and he Lurns over his nobes and a Supply of the veecine o the
state veterinerian, However, despide the good he has dome, the veterinarians
of the county denounce him, beosuse he has mmm ou their right to save
or kill catble, and the physiclans are ungered because he has vuined the
rqignity® of the professiom,

After hearing a lecture by & moted publis health suthority, Marbin
races home and bege permiseion to ast as county lét%%h offieer, The
permission prented, he becomes an eernest, bub extrémsly taotless health
officer, He does not explain to the villagers the eause of his campaign,
but aunoys tham by garbaga pail apymg snd shooks them by saying that a
h&rmlws ihinamt sesmpbrens 1s a ohronic sarrier of typhoid germs, He

 orders her segregeted im the eounty jeili Surprisingly emough, the doetor
from the neighboring sounty agrees with him, leors saves him ﬁ‘m being
throwa out of town by suggestity that the wmmm dake up & colleetion

it This i#

and have the poor waman removed to a sanitarium for Greatme

done, and gredually his vedent ememies begin to think he is & wideemsl
young men, After so suecesafully removing the meusece of typhoid, Martin
asgumes "the king oan do no wrong® attitude, snd bounds afver another new

ortunste in

epidemic which he sees looming in the neighborhood, Be is waf
this osmpsign, becsuse he misteaktes chioken pox for swall peze 05e is virtually

laughed out of bowns
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Through Gustef Sondelius, the public health mubhority, he obbains &
position as & bsoteriologlet in the Public Health Departme:

whioh is under the dircotdon of Drs Almié Plokerbaugh, Dr, Plckerbaugh is
a man who never merely bslksjy he sither bubbles or makes orabions, He
believes in popularired bheslths As Himey Ganbry is the sensatiomalist in
religion, so Dry Plokerbaugh is the sensatfonalist in the public health
movements He prints verses such as the following ome mnd places them iun
prominent showwindows and on the walls of frequented shope:

You oun't get health

By pussyfoot stealth,

8o let's syery health«boogber

Crow just like a roosber,

And here is another tidblit:

Boil the milk bottles or by gwm
You betber buy your tleket o Kingdem Come,”

Dr, Piokerbaugh believes thet his Jingles serve %o jass up Sho cause of
health, He eo~nfidm %o Martin, thet although he knows he is pot & poel,
wo is certsinm heis just & plain scleubist in en office, lartin marvels st
the medhouse in which he finds Mimeelf end st the jackanapes who is the
hesd of the Public Health Deperimsnt, He wonders if the oibisens of
Beutilus are noodwinked by Dre Piskerbaugh, or if they recognise him as
an ineffiscient publieity hound, Oub of ourioeity, he acconts e wan snd

agks hic opinion of Dr, Piokerbeugh, Tho man says bhat Plolesrbavg

"hollers e 1ok bub that he "sure is one breimy mal®

Martin ia not entirely pessive wnder the reign of Piokerbsugh

1 ’{b‘ﬁ;ﬁ" Pe 195!*

% mid., pe 196,



he hinta %o Pickerbaugh that pastewrizing ell the milk end burnin
- tubersulosis<breeding btenements would save move lives tham %en years of
parades end shoubing, then Plokerbe

h seys, "No, no, Martdn, dem't bhink
we could do that, Cat so much ww&%im ?mm the dairymon and vhe leande
lordss Can't a@mm;@l&nm may‘amng in this work unlese m mp from
of fending ng;lm“l | ,

When Pickerbaugh is sleected %o Gongrese by the grateful citisens,
Yartin suceesds him &8 the head of the P&ﬂaiiﬁ Health Depariments Martin

amamplimm meny things in the few months be s head of the department, bub

he disregards Flokerbaugh's edvice and offends everyome of influwemce im the
bewn &t some time or others He entagoniszes ¢he dectors by establishing
free clinies; he sngers the lawyers and policemen by buming %

tenements without the proper suthority, Clay Tredgeld, sn influentisl
faotory-omar, backs Yritn 1 s smsbne arsens 3 ki dbeplsse
Tredgold by ordering the slightly-intorieated men ovk of the laboratery

when he is mm’luatﬁng en sxperimsnt, Opposltion deve:
all at oncs, and he is faresd to resiga, ‘
The reader Pinds him next as a pathologist in the Rowncefield
Clinie in Chicapo, The elinic has faith in the asswmption that auy
portions of the body without which people sen econceivably get alomg
should eertainly be removed at once, Martin sdmirves Aagus Duer, sa old
clessmate who is the director of the olinie, He ls the precise, wolle

dressed, perfestly poised youmg physiclan, MNre Lewis describes him thuas

1
midy s Pe 22 7b




Angus hed & swim or & fenodng lesson dallyy he | | ]

and fenced like s ahillmfmed%mm He miwin mmz@m
sleven~bhirty; he never took more than one drink & day; snd hw

. neveyr yemd anything or seld anything whioh would mot contribube
be hie progress as a Brilliant Young Surgeon, Wis underlings
imow that Dry Duer would not fall o arrive preeissly on %ime,
precisely well-dressed, absolutely sober, very esol, sud
sppallingly wplﬁazinﬁ to any nurse who made a mistake oy
looked for & wmile,” S

- Marbin 15 unheppy &b the olinic, bosause heretofore, m hag fought
his emviromment wnd mow there is nothing to Pighty Soem Maruin

desire to tlewp & few loose knobs in his strepbolysin roeearchs Drs

Duer tactfully reminde him that although the clinie fe glad be is keeping
up his mww, i% does nmot want him o waste too mach time cut of mere
guricsity, He should do something practlealj them perbaps be could brimg
a little glory bo the Rowncefield Clinic, 'This advies has tho effect of

extinguishing Martints desire b0 do any researsh whabover, o rosolves

g original agadny I% is at this time, when

ngver to Gry o do enyth
Hartin hes been with the olinio & year, Shat his strepolysin paper 40
published in the Journal of Infectious Diseasess

Yax Cobtlieb, ot the MeCurk Institwte of Blologys Gothlich aund Dy Tubbs,

uds & veprint bo

the director, invite him to come o HeGurk,

A% MoOurk,-he is given & smell, effielent laborstory, ¥o Plokerbaugh

or Rowoefield san burst in here and drag him ewsy to be suplaxatory,
pleusible, and publie, He prays the prayer of @ selentists

“God give me wnclouded eyes snd freedom from beste, God
give me o quiet and relentless anger agelnsd all pretense
and a1l pretentious work snd all work left slaock snd e
finished, God give me a restlesiness whereby I may neliber

Ibié,u e 2704




i e T, L et s st
- my error, God give me sbrength mot o trush o MM:&

The next day, Martin begins mesting bhe men in the Tnstitute, He
is greeted by the head of the Department of Physiolegy, Dr, Rippleton
Holabirdy  Alth

igh Martin has found Holabird's name starred in physio=
logioal joursals, ke seems too young and boo handsome %o be the head of
& &epwmx‘ﬁ%f, D Tubbs, the dlrestor of the NeGurk Insbitube, ie as
gordial o Map v

n a8 he would be to & visiting semator, Martin realises,

. bafore he has talked to him for ben minubes, that here is one of the few

_ leaders who can talk on any branch of kmowledge, yet csn sontrol prectical
. effairs; During his lifs, bs had graduated from Harvard, studied on the

: &s@mmm been @mmewr of pathology .u the University of Minnesoba,

. president of Hartford Usiversity, minister to Vemesusla, sditor of the
! o Statesman, president of the Senity lLeague, and finally direetor of
. charnoterizes him s one of the "Distinguished Men® to

© MeGurk, Mp, Lewh
whem the mewspapers turn for suthoritative interviews om all subjects,
Terry Wickett is the terror of the Institute, He is a hard-faced,
red-hosded man of thirtyesix, a chemist under Gobtlieb, and very dise
respectfuly he ealls Dre Eamm, the Holy Wrens the MoGurk Institube,
the menagerie; the magnificient dining-recm, the Bomensa Hell, After he
has been ab an & little while, Wiekett and Gobtliedh bell Merbin thed
he has to learn mathemstlos ’baﬁ‘ara he will ever be wm anything as &
solentist, Wiskebt offers to tutor Marbin, and so the friendshlp of a 1life

! mhig., pe 281
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 Bwo meny At he end of his £irst nine months

&% MoGurk, Martin has reviewsd trigonometry emd smalybie geometry, and he

a scienbiste Sha sits quietly by, or she naps inoffengively while he works,
end she politely awakes to let him worry at her, or she makes sandwiches

oty ¥artin stumbles upen & problem whioh forms the basis

periment; the unlmown precess of whieh he galls the "X"

Prineiple; H® bas placed a bit of pus in broth and imovbated it, In
eight hours, & good growth of bacteria has appesred, Before going home,
he returnsthe flask to the imoubator, When he returns, he ﬂnda thad
where there should be & eloudy growtl, ihere is nothing, Martin's atpack

on this problem shows thet he is & true selentist, He does not go his

nking thet he has made some mistake, but he sits down to

find out just why the bacteris hewe dissppesred. MNr, lLewis says of himy

Now in Mertin Arroswsith there was no decorative. heroisms, no
genius for amnrs, no exotic wit, no edifyingly borne miafc:rtm:ea.
He presented neither ploburesque elegance nor & moral wessage,.

He is full of hasty faults and of perverse honesty; & youmg man
often wnkindly, often impelite, Bub he possessed ome pifts: a
surlosity whereby he saw nothing es ordinary, Had he been an
sceepteble hero, like Mejor Rippleton Holabirg, be would have
ehucked the contents of the flask inbo the sink, avowed with
petty modesty, "Silly] I've made some eyror!" and gone his ways,
But Martin, being Martin, walked prosaically up and down his
labveratory, snarling, "Hew there wag soue vause for thet, and

I'm going to find out what it was,” ‘

He works out his prinociple, but will mot pu‘bliah the mwlw until

1 mid,, pe 808,
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he hes everything checked and re-shecled, In the wwantime, someone else
makes the am discovery and publishes his resulbsy Dr, Tubbs iz piqued,
but he suggests that Martin try to cure somsthing with this phage he haw
diseovered-wgay, the plagues; This chence suggestion leads Martin inte a

work whieh is the peint of his life, Oustuf Sondelius occmes %o

t 48 o guest selenbist, and the two eollaborate in Hrying to find a

Just at the time when they are sure thoy have found s preventive
and cure for this dresd disemse, the Insblitute receives & cell from &
plagueestrioken island in the Lesser Antilles, Gottlieb, who is now head
of MeGurk Imstitube, gives Martin permiseion to po to the resecus of the
islanders, if he will promise to conduct & solentific experiment with the
phage, Maréin promises that he will observe sondisionss hé will determine
the value of the phage by treating one growp of patients and mot treating
smother group, ' In fact, he promises to mvm%n heart and to keep clear
his eyes, Sondelius goes with him bo kill ths rats which are bresding the
plague, Lsorse will not be lefd iaamndg. po the three of them form the
comnission from MeGurk Imstibube,

Marbin will nmot give the phage bo anyoms, mtdl he has received
pwmﬂ;aﬁtm to perform his experiment, Ths mﬁh@rﬂ;’ehﬁ on the islend are
reluckant to s&%%ﬁ him such permission, b’nmusé they feel his experiment
will cost too mauny lives, Evmumny; the conmission ebbains the proper
consent, but Martin is the only ome of the expsdition left to tell the
story., When Leora dies of the plague, Martin goes temporarily insane,
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He forgets aboub his emperiment and gives the phage w everybedy, Oaly
Dre Stokes, the medieal missionery, is left to keep bad on Narbin's

sxperimenty

$ix months after arbin's voming, the plagus hes almost vanished end
the quarsatine is 1ift d, who has

' ﬁwi» He reemives a lebter from Dr, Holal
bvecoms director of MeGurk sfter Gobtlieb's retirement, Holabird writes

thet becsuse of Martin's sensasional success, the Board of Trustecs has
-orented & tw&% depar

ent with Martin as the head of ity After resd-
ing the lebter, Martin reflects that he has not ewbablizhed the value of
anything, that he has forgobtten Gotbtlieb and all that Uottlied represents
by glving bm phage o everyome, He mmses that he will now have ben thousand
mmﬁ & yoarw-and no Leora To help hinm spend 1b.

. Martin returns %o £ind himself s hero in the eyes of the worlds
Rippleton Holabird seeks to use Martin as the prise exhibit of the Inavitube.
Holsbird bas rwn wild, malking absurd statemenbs about the experiment, which

are sbsolubely unbyus, Marbin ssys he will publish the sonclusion thab be
‘but Holabird refuses bo sllew him %o do this,

has mot proved an
besause that would mean mmmmm have to retract his statements, He
suggests that Mertin suppress the real pbabistisal results snd issue the
report with an ambigaous sumerys Mertin ls furious, but he is restrained
from dolng emything rash by Terry Wickebb, |

Markin oventwally marries Joyee Lenyon, & acoleby Wwomay Who TS
marooned on .,%e plague-ridden island at the time Hartin wes ounduoting ki€

sxperiments Joyes trys o arrange his life, o make him & wellsbrec, well-




dressed gentlemeny They sre indompabible, beesuse she etn never wders

thet primerily; he 1s & solentisbs She will not let him be free bo works
sfter Marbin's merringe, Terry rebires %o his Vermont shask bo do inde-

pendent rescay '
mw&n wves in with Teryy, giving up wife and ohild for selentifie ﬁrﬁ
He determives o find the essential nabure of phage, Ho bocowes huppy.
aréin Arrowsnith is not & super-man,. He 48 an individual often

ol At the complete breakedewn of his second marpisge,

who tries to follow the ideel of professional honestys The worldly peeple
do not underetend himy @Wﬂub him gueer end a fallures Yot, be is & man

- who pleds Mmmr& with the light of integrity guiding his mé* In
- faety wﬁm Arroswnith i5 & m whom one osn love, pity, mad above all,
rospect, Perhaps, Mr, Léwis's sutiriesl power ia nowhors move keealy
nonifested theu in this volume. Martin Arvewsmith, Mrs Lewis would have
his. readers believe, did wot fail in his mission, be feiled only in the
eyes of a “lopsided” world.

‘Re Mo Lovett believes that ‘Arrowsmith is en lmportant phep in the
canpalgn to “da»«-%&mbawlw“ the m‘im public snd te relieve ibs insbi-
tutions of "bunk." ﬂﬂ #ﬂym | ‘

1» s « Mr, Lowis hes atbacked his old ememy In one of its highest
places, In ail phanes of medioine-seducation private and publie
practices, end finally posearoh--he bas revesled ibs pmmim
and exposed its perpetrutors, If he has sacrificed the realiby

of £letion, it is in the inberest of the reality of a publie o
whioh gémz jargeness of view and significance to Awmmmw

- congiiin:

1 Lovett, op. m" pe B1B.




Here egain one sees thab this eritle egrees with the ides thab
is rebellion with o purpose,  Sbuart Ps Shermen suys, "Arrows
with the authentic Pire with which eyt end scienve sre purified,"’
A German writer seys Arrowmith repressuts one of the bittersat

humen struggles of the present day. Hp says ¢ttt this is the eonflichk |

bobween the purs scientist sud modern life, betwesn mﬁMWmm .

investlgator and a soelsty organd

d sround, 8peo!

pure reason and the precticsl intelligence of the espitelistie worlds
Phe wyiber sonbinues: '

s s o The struggle is fought ouk not mersly between the twn
opposing forcess Martin Arrowsmith's worst enemy is in his

own breest, Agein and again he betrays bis ideal of pure
science for the sake of ambition, comfort and a longing for
weslth and position--but only of course, to come back %o that
ideel as often &8s he assgrts it, so that in the end 1% triumphs
over every obther moblve,*

However, Bdwin Mulr is mot so sure that the medical profession is
o subjoot for satire, He saysi
Soience can hardly be made a social problem snd one feeln
thet Mr. Lewis's reforming geal has misled him, There is,
nowever, sowms very effectivg sstire in the book o all sorks
of shams end illiberalties. .
Two other dootors in the Lewis books should be discussed in
connechion with Mr. Lewls's atéitude toward the medical profession. D,

Will Esmim#t. in Mein w ‘would be classified properly under the

1 Stuart P, Sherman, Hew York Tribune, (Mayoh 8, Im, Pe £4)
Book Review Digests (Vols 813)

2 : H14P0s 9. bW .-“(m«w 1985, pe 2,)
The Livin 5% o, "Life, Arts, the Lotbers,” (Mey 15, 1985, pe 2,
Book Review Digests (V0ls 33«3

5 Bawin Mulr, Netion and Athleties, (May 16, 1925,) Bock Review
igest, (Vols 21a)




non-commereialists, One sabehes o fow glimpsos of this steady

operating om the kitohon tables in various fermhounes, the a

more &b howe in an improvised operabing room then im a modemm éxcellently«
squipped hospitel surgery, -

Often the country dootor 1s°a hero, bub no one knows it but himself,
snd even he considers his plusk mevely roubine work, One night, sccompsnied
by his wife om & call, he £inds that he maet ampubste a mas’s leg. He
yelephones the druggest to send him some ehloroforn, His wife is drafbted
as e nursé to sit at the man's head and keep the ether M@m% while
the imjursd man's wife holds the lemp for the dostor be see to operate,
After the mmﬁim; Carol praises her husband, Ho romarks that the only
shing which worried him was that the ether fumss might explode, Us explains
['of shloroform,

that the druggest who ‘mﬁw suesthetio sent other iusbead

and that ether fumes are highly inflammeble, Oarol ma

els, 85 doos tho
ing this, should mot have lost ! V

reader, that Dr, Kemnioobb, Ynow
operating,
‘ Dr, Kennicott unromenticslly gets wp in the middle of the might to
nsks & cold drive ten miles i the sountry in order to relisve the pein of
one of his patients, Often he comes in at gix in the morning w%r operdting
in & Duboh kibohen; he liss down ssd is instently asleep, He is not & hero
fo bis eommmitys he is simply "the dootor,”

It is in Amn Vickers, thet one finde Sinelelr Lewis expressing hime
soLf as to the place uf women in medioine, lHe says that womem &re naturally




| ~no plaes in pedicine, e eibes Dry Nulvine Vormsor as on example of all
- wbat 36 fine in o womm deotors She is tender, you fivm, kisd, you Judielal,
L) & good Priend mnd & wrthy emiidante,

| C o afver & atudy of Lewists Yvestment of the medieal profeseion, ene

' inevitebly comes ®o the senslusion, thab Sinclair Lewls has soms definive

ne 68 4% 18 practiesd Soday, |

Piwaty ho believes intoprivy in the profession of wedicine wed
 gedonse is sn adwirveble gualitys Secomd) in order %o gadn waterial sugesss,

& doaber oy selentist working wnder present m&w manh sasrifies

inbagritys %mawmhmmwmmuwmmmmw
and yos ome of tho £inest types in
profession of

she wpdieal profesnion, 9ixth, medisine is the rightful
wmen, snd Yhey MM:'W Yo barred from ib

$0CIAL SERVICE AND PENOLOGY

mmmmmmmwmmmmﬁm

he peaffirmed this positive sbhatememnbe
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But wheveas Una Golden emtered the business world, Asn Vickers chooses

o wplift the dvege of humevity as her profession, And through her osreer
& soolel worker snd peselogist, Sinclair Lewis stebs at the false
gtandards with which soelety judges and governs gettlement houses and
ougs He peints out the feults of such ayvtems and suggests the

. ..Bernarde de Voto says that Amn Vickers 'i-x & gister of Martin
rowsnithy”s » o Simpleominded end single-minded, degged, wndeluded,
est with hereelf, ospsble of the tumuliuous acuivity that gets things

one in the ml&ﬁl

Afher reading the book, one believes Lthat de Vobo
s given sn securste description of the wemen, Certainly, dnn is not
somventional, but ueither is she redical, She believes, as doss arbin
&tmmtm@ in professional inkegrity, but nizs accomplishes morve of her
%;}wﬁ&ww then dovs Murbln, beosuse ahe is more tactful, & reviewer in

s Trsuseript eeys; "The blography of Amn Viekers M@mﬂ the

syubol of womsn'e tyiwmph over the oustoms of an older mm&
| A brief vesums of the plot, insluding the thoughts of its heroine,
~ will show the design of the work, Any Viekers, After the ussal childhood
Mw% and gﬂl&@w 1ife @sr a eharscter fewilier im the lewls books,

Ao plunges into o wild mﬁimy of jobss Bhe is groping for a type of work
whioh will emsble her to fulfill sn ambition which she formlated in
oollege, namely, be better the world by helping "be malie this race of fate

3 Literary Digest, "Lowls Travels Par,” (March 4, 1833,) ps 18

2 ..
bid,




L
neads and groushes somsthing move like the angols," 8o works for n tine
io & facbory snd laber in o hospital %0 learn somsthing of the agonise:
people with whom she will have to deals

Witk the sampaign for women's suffrage booming, she hecomes sm

aigere It le hors thet she comes in conbuet for the Pirst time with
eyganideryy ineludlng Amn, are incareerated
ing & policeman who attempbs o break wp & women's suffrege
meeting, The pirle are shocked &b the condition of hs Juil and begin bo

reform the prisonmers, as well as to cleen the jail, During the iwo weeks
she 18 fn Jeil, Am has bime o weditate, She does mot resent the sruelty
of the whole sysben of lawe and courts mnd pmma, g0 yach us lbs
fubdlity, Amn redsons &8 follows:

¢ "Letts gegume that the wourt iz right and Shet I sn a
oriminal, o o 411 right, What does the atete accomplish
by shwtting me ap here for two weeks? The theory is theb
I em & viclent rowdy who injures the little policemen and
. threstens the meyor, What is there about sithing idle for
a fortnight among professional prostitutes that is golug
%o mele e 8o gentle, that iz going W0 tessh me go muoh
selfwrestraint, that when I come out the policemen snd

mayor will be safe?” |

She sew that wer was stupid, that oondueting business for
the profit of a few cwners was inssne, thet thromes and
eromns and titles und degrees were as ohildish es playing
with tin soldiers, but that in the embire range of humen
. iwheeility, there wes nobhing guite so sensuless us

imprisonment as & oure for orime, ¢ e and that the worse the
orimes beotme, the more serious it that there should be
 only se barbaric an effort to cure,

In 1916, Ann finds a Job wibh an investigation committes in the

! Karl ﬁmhﬂ%gmﬁmn Boston Transeript (January 28, 1983, pl,)
Book Review Digest, (Vol, 204)

2 gino: A "8, iy, Ngw York: Doubleday
* $inolair lewls, Aun Viokers, (Garden Olty, Ngw Vs
Doran and Company, 1938,) Pps ABL=1b2 .
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textile snd garment indusbries, o posltlon which offere bomrd and roow &b
the Corleers Hook Bebvtlement House, New York City, im vetwrn for besehbing
clesses of %migqu In 1817, when Anmerisa enters the war, she has risen
rrw the m}xz of @mm:w waiﬁﬂm to that of assiebant head-resident, Aun

wm 8 wm nm mm. snd participates in anm 41lieit

granted m %wmmm &mm ‘w tho University of Rochesbter, Although she
is w&mlw «m@agﬁa dn ﬁe&ﬁm@ work, Ann gquestlons the value of sueh
e»fmwg Bhe m&am‘ tha settlement house is nothlsg byt & playground,

mich less well mansged

tham 8 oiby playground, It smells too sbrongly of
eharity, She belleves the voluntser tesshers have good inbentions, bub

are mich boo i,@mm% 4o beach the foreipners snything of lasting worth e

them, Ihe fmls*hm only f';mimm‘»bam who ars worbh ﬁm srouble are the

| ambitions :mma%m wha will educate themselves, W. Sinelair Lewls,
speaking throvgh his moubkplece, Am Vielwrs, seys the only virtue of
settlement houses s that they have given birth bo impersonal and treimed
organizations, such as the Vhiﬁn@ Furses! Assooletion and modern organised
‘am:ri’sm He mya wm:lmt houses LI8 m&.m for exhibitionism by m
ahmriwagiwm who wish to feel au@er&ar Yo the wnfortunsbes

Leter, Amn becomes mmmwmmr of the Orgenized Charities
Ingtitube ME‘ Hew York City. ©8he has M to do with discharged and paroled
women conviets, The mu@ﬁu‘bu whom she meebs do not seem reformed; they

gome oub of prisons with & desire feor revenge on Soeleby, This experience




leads her into the profession of pemslegy, the seiense of Borture, The
following peragraph reveals that My, lLewis does not sympathise with modern
prison methodss

Pemology! The sclence of bortured The art of looking the
stebledooy after the horse is stolen] The touching falth that
neuroties whe hate séeclal regulation cen be made %o love it by
confining them in stinking dems, giving them bad food and dull
work, and compelling thewm t¢ associabe with precisely the ~
persons for sssoclating with whom they bave first heen arrested,
The eredo, based on the premise that God oresbed humsn beings
for the purpose of burning most of them, that 1% is sinful for
an individual to comwit murder, dbub virtuous in the State to
murder murderers, The theory that men chosen for their ability
to maul uwnruly eomviects will, if they be shut up im darkness,
eway from eny publiec knowledge of what they do, be inspired bo
pray and ieve these conviete into virtuwe, The seolence of -
pemmgy!

Gomequantly, ﬂm goes as educational auacﬁar to the Green Valley
Rai’uga fm- Women, whare she nw}m Por a year, Hven though the Refuge 1s
mrerw&ed, the offivers ﬁ-aak to make the prison a mw&imml braining
sohool imissué of & place in whioch to pnmish the prisoners, The parél&d
priwmm snd women who beve served their time, do not go out with

in their hearts, but rather w«ﬁa}a en eager desire "to go straight.”

Becoming interested in pmangy, Amn, goss to  the Columble graduste
sehool to study arimizialagy; pr, Julius Jelke, one of the instructors,
gives bhis olesgs a formula for ténﬁimg the intelligence of ell prison
officials, He says, "Any priwn official who is mtelligmt believes
sooretly, no mabter what he mya or writes, that 8ll prisons of every Iind,
good or bad, must be abolimhad.“ﬁ Kw gays sooleby cannot immediately turn

1
Ibidy, ppe RET268,

2
Ibidu Po 2z,
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all prisoners leose, although it is mow letbing them out on the inmstallment
- pleny by letbing them go et the end of their sentencess Soolety, however,
vann meke prisons as ganitery and as well-lighted es possible, sp that
viotims my live out their living death wore vomfortably,

. Dry Jelke bslieves there is no mra renson for punishing the
wmmw sick than the physicslly Mak. If & wan is incurably rotben, he
will not be bwwx sfter five years in prison, He wmzum that um
orime ineresses,; obviously the prisen uvyam has proved s failure,

After ghe receives the master's degree, Aru asks one of the inw
strustors to gob her a mmmm in the worst penal institublon he cma £ind
in t’m Unibed Bbates, He recommends Copperhead Gsp, By the pulling of a
few Wuﬁmﬂ strings, Ann is agp@in’wd educational director and ohlef olerk

of the %mm'a Division of G@p@mr}mm Gaps ”in & stabe whoss patron saint
was William Jmium Brysm " "1 ”

Gept, Waldo Dringeole, the right hand men of the warden, bells Am
that & prisen is no -jpls.éﬁ for & soclologieal theorist like herself, beoavse

mfﬁoml has o hmw h&w prisomrs ut&’eh mﬁm amriﬁy, &@ﬂwi, he
holds, are not even hmn, and m cmly way oné oan nandle them ie to put
the fear of God inbo vm m iah:ay will behave “hhm‘elvm* " He says criminals
sre oriminals besause they think they ars too good to obey the lews, Thoros
fore, to show them their error in this 'mw@ﬁ, they must be made in prison
to obey all ¥hs rules, even "o making up fool ml&a that dom't meen nothing
Just so they will learn to de et they're told, no matber what ii: 1a:"2

1 o
I‘bﬁ‘.d" Ps 276,
2 I'bi@u‘.
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And if they ‘*ﬂi not obey, Capbs Walde mdvosates sevore punisiment, such
68 lashing them maked, pubbing theuw in the dungeon for tws menths, naked
and with 0o light end jJust enough weter so thab they are always thiraty,
or putbing them in s stredght ia

% unbtil they nearly die, o seays
diamlm is the greatest word inm the Buglish langusgel Capts Waldo's
’&}amw is not mere idls talky ‘he reslly prastiess this doetrine,

Aun sees horrors enough during her fifteen months b Copperhead Gaps
A few such horrors are desoribed in the following paragraph:

s & » Oells with vile aly, coskroacher, rats, llsce; flees,
 mosquitoes, Punishment in the dungeon, lying on cold sement
with neither a blanket nor any ¢lothes save s nighbgown,
with two slices of bread every twenty-four hours, A dining=
room £ilthy with' flies, which left thely hiersgiypwios
bownbifully on the oileloth, PFood tusting 1ike slop end
£illed with maggots and boetles, TUndergarmente coarse e
anileloth, stiff with swest after work in the shirteshop.
 The fact that Mrs, Windelekate's handsoms gymasiwm was
kept looked, wes never used, exeept whem Cap'n Waldo found
it comvenient for conférences with the prostitubes amomg the
women prisoners. The shirt shop with sntiquated mnd dengerous
machinsry and s dimness that ruined the eyes. GSilence for
twenby-three hours e day--spesch permitied only for an hour
after supper, in the exercise yardw~though naturally the rule
was broken by tapping the walls at night and grumbing out of
4he corner of one's mouth gll day long, sines it is bhe duby,
pride, and pleasurs of all eonviete to break all prison rules,
éxactly us it is the duty, pride, and plessure of the keepers
to enfores them, The only difference is that the keepers
celebyate their triumphs, not quietly and decently, like the
conviubs, but with olubs, straps, end teking away the privileges
of letbar-writing and mim@ in the oinders of the sourtyard,
whereupon the conviots, with natural bitberness at this unfelr.
‘ness, breek the rules all the more proudly., The more punislment
there is, the more things thers are o be punished, end the
gmm& philosophy of the whole business is thet of sx fdiot ehesing
£lies s ‘

1

Toid,
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4 riot develops emong the women prisoners, snd the officials blame
dun for baving been fyiondly with the "eons," To punish the women, the

keepers stop fsha mmﬁim hour for u mnth,, foed the vietime on enly
bread and ;

'\mm&amwmwmwwm and shut Lfour oft;hu
gix in the ‘*Mw M z&‘wm daya, Ann's olssses are teken away from }zwr;
ghe u wmﬁ%ﬁ % w;w $o0 mo prisoneray end earmot lesve the prison.

m ‘he :i*mr wowen in the "hole," Dr, Sorelle, & prisoner

g swm‘&}w

whe acks & ﬁh@au&m uma Aun b0 be eareful, beseuse the officials are
trying W f‘am her ’m resigny Ome day; she iz duped inbo ge:’mg to Dr.

- Sorella's ;Mm w bam told he is very ill and is ealling for ber, She
finds him m & &m Mmpw with a high fmr, half~lurched off the bed,
As Bhe Mzriwa w put him bwk: on m ha&, Capte Waldo sneps » flashlight
piaﬂum of her in %Ma mrwmg mi’sim she resigns,

Mn am gw&a baok ’m ‘b!w oit:y. she is mgar ho pu‘bliah her &xmrimmas,
but the edik@m mm mmbamsﬁm bqamma, thay my, tlm ar’aialea have no news
et , o AR .

Then, she is made superintendent of ,ms Stuyvesant Industrial Home
for Women in New York Citys In the admlnistration of the home, ian puts
into ym@'ﬁim her theoriss of mal&gy,m, ,im;dmﬁﬂly‘ 'w‘fv oourse, those
of Binelair L@wu,f ’Iﬁ is an enbirely mdbm prison |

. we 'J.'Mm wes no roem for &wﬁm. vm there was o contral
court, with a fountain, a net very extensive bed of fiewers,
hendball sourte, snd stendards for basketball; and on the roof,
nine mtories up, there was room for all two hundred of the

priscmers to walk inm the sum ab onece, with no seuse of Jail
about 1% save e high wire necessitated by notions of suioides

18359




The assenbly-ball hed nome of the damp garish stoniness of
nm;ml at Copperhead Gap, Thers wers thester seabs, subdued
decorsblons in orimson end dull geld, = stage with curtain snd
Menary.

Th&m wm 0 aella., mmm priscmer ma, at least when the
prison opened and was not oversrowled, a room to herself, with
wiresglass winém ut without bars, The rooms were tem feeb

by elghbeenod lagge; yob lraurious by comparisem with ether
jails; each with 8 beei, & oheir, a table, & wardrobe, booke
o phelwesy. such plebures es the priswuner eared to bring, running
water, and, on the 1inoleum floor, & ruge Bech dwelling=story
o had s wibtbing reom with booke apd magesiues, open from efber
gsupper till bedbtime %o all lnwates not undergoing ptmismm,
snd on ¢ach flgor were showsr bathe snd boiletss « » They were
cleans & » 'm plumbars regarded Anm as a holy terror,

m immt:aa weay blué Iadimh&mi mi:&‘orm during the mk, bub are allmd
w war 'Ehoir o eloﬁhea om Sxmé.ay. Ho rule of nilmcé is anforned, There
is 8 small m@dwm Imi%ing vmrka in which t&w vmrkwra receive from thirty
*tm amﬁy vents & dﬂm mm prié.a is ﬁh@ vooational alwws taugh’s by
pahla ‘!wmhwm & yayumizr&at is amylmd Yo a’mdy not the erime
' Mmﬁmdg '%mt the imiivﬁdml who has committed ity end to exaumine her
mtiom m& mviwmnm baakgmwd iu order '!r.u discover why she
wmthed the orime, & fullwtime gemeral practitioner receives seven
thousand dollars s year, a8 does the payohiatrist, There are no macuﬁiann.
While she is aupﬁiﬁﬁmdam of Stuywessnt, Ann parrios & soslsl
worker, Russell Spaulding, in order to Bpi:lm‘ a £a;¢m§r Ma’sham; A.zmiu
more auemuaful than Russell, sand he b@'&h‘ ré#unmb‘ahd envies her suscess,
He aﬁvie&, her professionnl and soolal pmatiga a8 o progressive penologist,
because he 18 simply one sceial worker i.n & thousand, Finally, she separates
from him, She is now thirty-seven, and wente 4o have a childy but she does

1 rbid., ppe 590-391.




108
Bot want Russell do be ite i‘w@hwm &% a party she meeks Berney Dophing a
leds They diseover thelr 1&% for sach obhers

pily may

 Svdge, who is
‘Barney b0 be her ohild's Pather; and when she is sure she is
5 b a mether; she reburms b 1dve with Russell in order that the

~ baby may hawve s legal fathers Beoause ;}w is honest, she tells Russell
he is nwm mmmmwm; Hob »img wwm the birth Mz’ w boyy Barney
is amww aﬁﬁ dmprisemed i’wammm '&mﬁmu an soury decislons.
- hnw :umwa Rusgell snd ,Mtﬁm' dommn to the sarnest hasikmka of making
m#y &nﬁ t’rymg to secure & pardon for Barnay, Afbter m years of imprisone

meut, he is relessed by Yhe govermors Am and Barney deelde to bry be
- divoroe their mates; bub in ﬁhﬂ mantixm they debermine to live bnga.tww
soandal or no seandal, Barney plans e go inbks the real estate business,
and Aon continues her works In the elosing paragraphs of the book, Ann
sayn to Barneys “Wugxwm and Mat @h@ am:@ have brought me out of the
prison of Bmml& Spaulding, the prison of swbitdon, the prison of desire
for praises the prison of myselfs We're oub of 9?3&@1&&"1 |

Henry Haslett, in mﬂm:ng Ann Viokers, says the book is honest,
-soelelly signifiosnt; snd likely to start wp m&wm healthy mﬁw about the

? 1% d14 atars a yow. William Lyon Phelps said

subjeet with which 1% deslsy
that féwim&m would bﬁum that all prisons in the United Stabes are like
Capp&rM& Gep, since mww@wa tond o aceept Lewls's oharacters and
si@u&t&m og ﬁmmwwmm of mriw$ dy O Bquire said they would

1 mia., pe be2,

% Bgry Baslett, Natdo
Digest, (Vol, 29,) |

8 William Lyon Phelps, "As I Like It," Saribndrn. (April 1, 1933,
pe 8B8,) : ' '

o (Fobruary 1, 1958, p. 125,) Book Review




not,? snd so the orities argueds  Whather or mod forelgners believe everye

thing in the book, the litersry Digest asserta in the iseus of March &, 1038,

- that Ann Vickers, whioh was relomsed in January 1933, had bwen translated

. it twelve languages, and at that time was on sels in sixbeon cowntries

three manths after ite publisatiom,®

Moy Pholps oongiires Dickms's avbivuds toward prisoss in "Pideviek
Papers” with Lewis's attitude in hon Viekers, He says tust Dickens sbirs
Hie readers to pity end indignation by his sympathy for the priscmers,
while Lewls arousss the yea

ders by his hatred for prison keepers, whom he

. habes move then he loves their vietims. Mry Phelps shrewdly suspests that

some of Lewis's habtred comes from his restless impatience wiéh all dissipline.

TRostrain®, vepresalsn, respostabilityesthe throe R's wake him see red*>
This comparison is imberesbing from & sociologieal viewpeint,

beonuse the two mmw ‘

d lived in differsnt eenturies and in widely
different periods, yet h@ﬁhmm fighting for prison reforms History hes
proved Diekens's writings weve mot in vein, What will the fubure bring for
prisons in Americs ay s pvesult of Lewii's satirel

Hore again, one seed ra’banim 38 en ineiting force im the novels

of Sinclair Lewis, In Arrowsmith, the movelist mdvocates eecape from the

problems of & baffling world, Bight years later, in Aon Viokers, he urges

combat, and even sugpests & partial vemedy to relieve the tension. This
suggostion seems to show a disbinet progrees in the egocial thianking of
8ineleiy Lewis, Previously, he has beem content to ridicule and to rebel,

Liverary Digest, ops gits
2 Tbid,

3 Phelps, op, oib.




while now, in addition o setirlsing, he suggests remodial actiona

opinions of seeial servics and pemologys Pirst, mest settlement house
work is mere exhibitioniss of the wnfortunate by the fortuuete, Second,
organized md impersonal eharity is infinibely preferable %o soelal serviee

g bub ignorant sebtlement workera, Third, erime aunnob be

N
m.m with effestively by the prison system now in use, ourbh, meat
prisons in the Tnited States axe poorly mansged and use antique methods
of mwemm ovimes Fifth, as yet Socleby has mot found o method to end

orime, but 1t ean adopt & mere humene method in bresting its eriminals,

By hmt;m mmm,w as individuals rather than as cattle, perhaps Swmerican
pensl institutions mey hope to effect some cure for the ethically ille

RDIZATION

CONVENTION ARD STARDS

"Down with comvention and standerdization” was the themo somg of
Simolair Lewls in the early 1820's, Hs phrased his protest inm two of his
major mwah@ Hain Streed, 1020, and Bebblbh 19&2!.\‘ The wriker agvees with
Grenville Hieks who says the first ie a study of rebellion snd the sesond

s study of eenformity, The oritic writes:

« » o Carol Kennicott's pebellion snd chief viriue is heyr
refusal to ascept the standards of Gopher prairis) and George
Fy Babbits's prineipal fault is his submigsion to the syandards
of Zenith, Gompare Carol's veledlietory with Babbitk'e, | "I
may not have fought the good Pight," she says, "bub I have hept
the faith," wherens Babbitt confesses to his son, "I've never
donw o 8l thing I wented in my whole 1ife,"

lewis le sc osndid in exposing Carol's faults snd #9 adrolt
in revealing Babbitt's virtues that rebellion comes to seem all
that is right with the former and all tha® is wrong with the




105

latber, The tregedy of Bsbbitb's life is, of aourse, thet he
tried to rebel and failed, Lewis mekes us realize, however, that
the desire for rebellion is nob peeullar to George F, Babbitby
digsatisfaction renkles in the heart of Peul Rlesling and Chum
Frink, snd perhaps it onoe shirred in Virgll Guach, Bub these
men have all surrendered, wiwreas Carol, not perticularly
intelligent and certainly not very smuecessful, stieks to her
EL0E 4~

‘ﬂw middleselass cltisens of towns from const to comst emd border
border of the Mnited Btates have dsveloped certain mores wiich they hold
sacred, If anyone violates these hm, h@ is punished as a heretic, In
¥ein Btreet, Sinclair lewis strives to bring out the ides that one awill
wm is mﬁ: aaamti&lly dif:tﬂ‘emm;’ £rom anobher small bom & thousand miles
distant, The foreword of Main Street states this idea alearly:

This is Mﬂa&w town of & few thousand in & mgi&n of
wheat snd gern and deiries snd 11thle groves, -

v o

In 0hio or Nenh in Xensas

18, | Py dm ently would EW‘*
Qmiﬁgm e etat

+

Main Stfeet is the climex of oivilisablon, That this Ford car
% stand In front of the Bon Jon bbore, Hannibal luvaded Rome
 Gxford eloisters, Wna® Olo Jenson Ghe grover

ly the bariker 38 the new law for london, Prague,
{sles of the sea; whatsoever Bira does HOE
bhing 18 heresy, worthless for knowing smd

- Our rellwsy stabtion is the final aspiration of srehitesturs,

Sem Clark's awnual PArdware burmover 18 bhe envy of Ghe Lour

unties wihich constitute God's Countrys In the sensitive ary of
wad Wovie Paleoe there is & Message, snd humor 8Lricbly

Such is our comforbable tradition and sure faith, Vould he not
betTay uimself Bm ailen oynic who Should othorwise porbray Main

Hiolks, Ops mna Pe 268,
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4 - Bepeaby. or distress the

gitizens by &peoulating whether there
Wm‘“@ﬁgmaimt S ..1,_,& ing

" The mi%r in dﬁwmai&m "The Faruui’c of Culture,” ralatad %.ha

' %lﬂ of ani Kam&ww, whity '&:’iﬁd o mmm and to ewaken the interests
1{* the uimbwing pupula.w of Gopher Prairie, and af her robuff by the
iﬂ‘arew@ mﬁ msiiaia&m of *bhe ﬁi’&iﬁm of the town, Carol ’srieu Yo

'ma;ym the surfacs ugliness of bhe Goplher Prairies of the world, She

wm in fshmn o miwmai similarity:

e v W ’1’110 mﬂmmal »imilwi'aym‘ﬁhm is the physiaal expresaion of
*° the philesophy of dull safetys Niseetenthe of the Americen tomms
are so alike thet it is the complebesat borsdom to wander from
ome %o mmothers, Always, west of Pibteburg, snd ofben, east of 1%,
there is the wame lumber yerd, the seme railroad station, the same
Ford gurage, the seme oresmsyry, the same boxe-like houses, and two-
. ptory shops, The new, move consolous houses are alike in their
“ wery abbempts ot diversity: the same bungalows, the seme square
~ bouses of gtuocn or tapestry briok. The shops show the same
“ standerdized; nationally sdvertised wares; the newspapers of
sevtione three thousand miles apart have the same "symdiveted
festuree®s the boy im Arkansas displeys just sueh & £lewboyent
ready-made suit as is found on just such & boy in Delawsre, both
v of them iterate the seme slang phruses from the same sportlng-
pages, and if one of them is in oo %}.aga and the other is » barber,
no one mway surmise whiech is whieh,’

Guy Pollaek explaine to Cerol that sooner or laber she will be
&W&cm by the Vﬁl&ngw Virus whieh infects ambitious people who s*&my ﬁw
long in Mw provinces, - It is espenially ywwﬁ‘;enﬁ smong lawyers, cme’eom,
minigters, and college~bred people whe have hed e glimpse of the thinking,
laughing world, but have returned bo their swamp, Guy holde himself to be

1 Mmlair Lewis, Foyeword, Main Syreet, (New York: Grossett and

I‘h% TR 268,
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o perfect exemple of & man whom the Villaye Virus hes infecteds Ne was

born snd reaved in a amall Yows, educated in New York, where he lived &

vephonles ?
seelng playe of the finest types, end resding everything--then he came %o

nolsys »hm%hl@w; and axpensive wnd thrilling life--attending sy

Gopher Prairie to enter the practies of the law, When he oems, he debermined
to m@ up Mﬂ inberests, but the Village Virus bit him, and he found hime
sélf Mﬁm fma‘ wgim of eheap fletion-magazines to one poem, He decided
b0 lww %Ww ?raﬁ&a to grasp the WI&, but he wes afveid %o go--bo
fwﬁ M&WW and yemmr men and keoner eompetitiomeethe Village Virus
had bim mfglmlm I% says his is the biagmphy of & living dead mane
Here, egain, is conformity to ascepbed standards, mot intentiomally
but inevitably, Sineladr Lewis strives to show thet Guy Pollack ia enly
one of meny eultured persons who have mli@p«d backward into the mire of
genseless provineialimms Guy le diffwm in one respoct from the resb,
because he reslises thet he .}ws deteriorated, Conventiem and sbendardiszabion
are widespresd in Gopher Prairle, but the town is wiewers that it is cone
Pormings |
Yot Zemith flamts her conformity with & seeming pride. Babbitt is

~ proud that his home in Florel %igh‘@s {8 exaotly like every other house in
the block, Every second house in Floral Heights hes a bedroom precisely
11k Babbith'as

.~ The room displayed u modest and pleasant ecolor-schenme afber
one of the best standard designs of the decormbtor who "did the
interiors” for most of the speculative builders! houses in Zenith
The walls were gray, the woodwork white, the rug a serene blusy
and very mueh like mabogeny wes the furniture--the bureau with
its prest vlear mirror, Mrs. Bebbitt's dregsing-table with boilete
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artioles of almost solid silver, the plain twin beds, beitween
them a swmall table holding e sbandard electvic bedside lamp,

¢ glass for water, snd & sbendurd bedslde book with colored
1lluskrations~-what purticular book it wes cemnot be ascertained,
sinee one hed ever opemed it, The mathresses were firm but
not hard, trivmpbant modern mattresses whioch had cost a great
deal of womey; the hot-wabter radistor was of exmetly the proper
solentifie surface for the ouble aan*mﬁs of the rooms The
windows were large and sesily opsmed, with the best eatohes and
oords, snd Bolland mllwnamw guamnmd not 4o oranke It
was o masberpisce smomyg bedrooms, wight out of Cheerful Modern
Houges for Medium Immm, Only it hed nothing te do with the
ﬁa‘bhi%a* por with any one else, If people had ever lived and
loved thers, read thrillers at midnight and lain in heautiful
indolence on » Sumdey morning, there were no aigns of it, It
had bhe sir of Mmg 8 very good room in & wery good hobels One
expeoted the chashermaid to come in and wake it ready for people
who would mmy but, ane nigh%, 8o without 1»:;0%3@ back, and never
think of it agaim.®

fne does nobt lwow whether Rabbith enjoys his sleeping-poreh because
it is oool or B@mma it is the amﬁaé thing to have a alwmgwmh.
Miry Iﬁwz&.& BOYE 3

 Just as be was an Elk, @ Booster, and a member of ths Chanber
of Commeree, jusb as the priests of the Presbyberien Church
debermingd hin ewery roligious belisf and the senators who
eontrolled the Republicsn Party decided in little mmokey rooms
in Weshington what he should think sbout dissymament, terlff,
and Germany, so did the large netional advertisers fix the
gurfacse of his 1ife, fix whet he balieved te Yo his individuality,
These stendard advertised waresw-boothpeates, sooks, btires, cameras,
instantaneous hob-watar heabers--wers his synmbols and proofs of
excellencey ab first the signs, thon the subsbibubes, for Joy and
passion and wisdom.

But none of thsse advertised tokene of finanoial and soocial
sueoess was mgw pignificent than e sleeping-porch with a sun-
parlor bolow,

That inimitable poet of Zenith, Chum Frink, who adwvocales the

sepitelization of eulturs, also has a word to say about stunderdizetions

b Lewie, Zabblbt, ppe 14-15.

2 Ib’-ﬂm; Pe 9B,
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He has even been stirred to the point of writing e so<called "prose poen’

about it. He wribes in parts

‘ wm,m I entered that hotel, I'd look around and say, “Well
1317 '?fer 4! U mm fm ‘!si‘zm mm mama; am "’ ‘t

%ﬁ = 71 Td ﬁ%ﬁmm

¢ Tn devby bron w;a a, “gir of plush, snd murmer w
8 rush, "Hello, Bill , good old nww% is
keawholdin' out' m«w oﬁ‘ two solid a~chiatbe Tin'
TiEe glady gals Tmm?y‘ma w saf ¥ives aa“ﬁ thers
or all ow am Satay mkm ilm

at’s w Tor In these Sbates ﬁw mv
Fou m nmr fos.w Jour h&n’&"’awak homs,’ =

This eulogy is e reiteration of the foreword of Yain Streeb.

ﬁmm Doen, & radicel lawyer in Z nith, is roused into defense of

standardigation by the criticism of a visiing allem. Doans seys that
standardization is mot peculler o the Unibed States slone. Inm England,

every house has muffins for tes et the ssme tea~hour, and every golfer

sttired in Herris tweeds says "Right you arel™ to every other golfer in

Harris tweeds. He cites the side-walk ecafes in Franoce and the love-miking

1

Ibdde, PPe 185«188.
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in Itely »s sdditional exsuples of complying with sriberia of behavior in
other countries, He seys ome can buy bebter products for loss meney whem
products arve stondardised, Materlel conformity does not worry him half
so much 88 the mental conformity in ms.tm He sayss :

e » e Whad I Pight in Zenith is stenderdization of thought, and,
of vourse, the traditions of sompetition, The real ﬂliag;%
of the plece are the oleen, kind, industrious Family Men who -
use every brand of btriskery and ervelty to insure the proeperity
of their .cubse The worst thing wbout these fellows is thet
they're 8o good and, in thelir work et least, so intelligent. TYou
‘ean't E&im them propsrly, and yet their standsrdized minds are the

g‘:.,v.;g

' The pursui érf &awum end convention end sbendardisation are elosely
allied in & pethetio 1itble sbory which Sinelair Lewle wrobe in 1919, entitled
”Thin&ﬁ“ﬁ It poncerned & happy fﬁmily who suddenly sequired weslih and
beceme very mm. The m;:x;y fosls that 1t must besoms the m’v@himl
rich femily, hh@ it m% bwra mansion in whieh to live, amd there
assemble the #whéu of mamé&.&bﬂwm ‘nu@h a8 & collection of elodsoune,

a London travelling bag with silver £ittings, rugs, beoks, hand-paimbed
pictures, sod a glass winda#.fm Furesberg, Having soguired these things,
the Dulkes sit down bo wateh them and to grow lncreasingly misevable, "The
socumulation of things %o meke other people enviocus is nothing beside thelr
socumulation becsuse it's the thing to do," writes Mr, mﬁ.ﬂﬁ The elder
daughter, Janet, discovers life is wmendurable without an evenlng cloak,

1 1vid,, pe 101
% Lewis, "Things," Seleoted Short Stordes,

8 Tbides P 238,
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%Wghm one ever wears suoh oloaks bo perties in Vernon, The Dukes
oavnot entertain their old friends with sy satisfaction, because it Jusk
0% mm& done, My, Duke grows lomesoms for his old job snd wanss bo

. ek o work, but he cannot, The family is afraid to leave home becsuse
s - one *mig”ﬁ% stesl its art tremsures, Thus, the Dukes are shackled to

ings they own,

7 Junet walkes ‘s "‘Bﬂliimt%“ marriage, but Theo, the younger deughber,
ag,n amélafﬁy upappresisbive of her n&aﬁwﬁ good fortune, Fabher and

are beginning bo perceive that the soquisition of “things," and the
nfamiﬁg 6 soolal sbandards are the causes of thoir dissatisfactions
B m}m wishes he oould lose all his momey and the mansion in whieh he
e, ™ aeapmmn, he lets hiz fire insurance run out so he will not
ve robbing the thsurance company sud vovertly sets fire o his own house.
ﬁm wants o fm hig famisr from this tarribla curse of "thinge" so that

, *&hﬁy ney m;joy 1ife ngaﬁm Theo 1a glad. because she is now free to marry
& yaw‘bwwm she loved when the Dules were 1ikewise poors bub Mems Duke
mmt: be Mmi’arﬁaﬁ. | | ; |

’ Mrimizmim is ;juat ubhir nams for standsrdizetion, ome finds
sfber liatming to Lowell Schmalbe, the mm'bsr of The Man Who Knew

Coolidge. He relates o inoaident whioh happened in zm—an, in order be
of the method which his towmamen ewploysd in solving
goers who did mot conform %o the

prove the exwllausa
the problem «zmﬁad by 8 group of fored
The foreignors, wha worked for the Zenith Steel and

accepted etandards,
up the "ridiculous and

Machinery Works, lived in Shantytown, They kept

uneivilized" oustoms which they had observed in their sative counbry,




inptead of lmmediately talking on the oustoms of Ameriecs.
| The ringleader of this group was ome Soabo, Whose homo was the
center for the sscial gatheringe of the group. The sommitbes of Zemith
tma@w@lwabngww besause "they'd meet there snd drink beer, and balk
%&mirm languege, end damoce “ag lo% ‘af}wl foreign dances” and beeause
Soabo's wife was organising & Gramaslo sosiety to pub on a growp of plays
by forsign pluywrights, |
The good zmthémxmmdm‘mt Ansricens mede shord work of
this oolony, They had Seabo discharged, saw that the police picked him
up on a‘}vagmw sharge when he was broke, snd ran him out of towns His
wife got & job as 8 hired girl and "got over all her dammed momnsevse,”
When Seabo was killed in & sbeel mill, she married "a resl upatending
imericen nawed Barry Kehn,” Schmaltz concludess
And B8y, inside six monbhs, ones we removed this Bolshevik

influence, those Hunks wers deneing the Charleston just Like

you and I would, sud they were roading the tabloid papersws

maybe we may prefer more highbrow newspapers, tut for them

eatkle, the pictures put over a message of Americsmisatien

they couldn't get ne other way-«and & couple of 'em had

beught radios, and they were going 4o the movies, and in

gonerel getting so their gm&ehildmlmw hardly be dis-
tinguishable even from yours snd mine,

Thus, one sees Sin@léir lgwis holds the opinion that although
ﬁ*&aﬂé@diﬁﬁm and adberence %. convention mey save Ameriomns WOHSY, in
‘the leng rﬁn, 4% saves them nothing, because it warps their minds, Come
vmt&on and standardisation he believes to be the bane of Anmerion.

1 Lewis, "The Story by Mack Molaok," The Men who Xnew Coolidge,
pe 123,
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POLITICS

Tnbdl 1936, etrangely enmough, Sinclair Lewls had not leveled his
satire at the paliti.ea’l moohanism of Amerion to any marked degree, Then,
however, hé wrote I Can't Happen Here, & novel which does mot ridicule the
prosent form of government in the Unibed States, bub rather predists bhe
stete of affeirs in u futuristic Fasolst regime in "the lund of the free
and the brave,”" .

His only polibical satire in the books prior to 19‘3{:’55 has been the
ridieuling of the apperent miseonception of socialism by fmericans, Barly
in his earesr, My, Lewis threw in his fortunes with Upton Sinelair's "Helicon
Hall," & sort of Utopien socialist colony im New Jersey, where he stoked &
socialistie furnece and wrote poems, Ie caused quite & flurry et Yale by
espousing the sooialist cause, mecording to William Rose Benoml

In the early part of this study, the writer pointed oub the fact
that, by “hook or erook,"” lewis manages %o introduce sowe form of socialienm
or soeislistiec theory into many of his books. Quite often, he shows the
ing of the parrow-minded Americans, whe publically oeust the

fallacious thi
man who belleves in soeialism, | .

The sarliest book in which cue finds Mr. Lewis using these tactics
is The frail of the Hewk, In this movel, Professor Frasier, in 1906, sesks
to explain o his litérature elass the meaning of the word "gooialism® es
Shaw and Wells use it, Fresier, himself, belleves in this type of socialism

acd waxes eloguent on the subject, Ie says soolalism is striving to show

A Benet, Ope Mv
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the eomplete relation of all the races of the world, with all their
interests--food, gmbitimm and the desire to playeeabsolutely in commeng

8o that 1P all the raoes thought and worked bogether, the world would be

perfect, He says thers are many branches of sooialism, beoause various
groups believe the goal m;t iw schieved by different methods, Ome group
believes the ‘gm my be attained by the aoiuﬁim of the lebor problems
It believes that by inoreasing safety end decreasing hours of teil, s way
out mey be found for the unhappy consumer is ground between labor and
sapital, He deseribes their ideal thus: |

"o » o & real democracy and the love of work that shall come

when work is not relegated to wege slaves, but jJoyously

shared in,s commumnity inelusive of the living beings of all

nations,” ‘

 fThem, Mr, Lewils shows how thé president of Flato Gollege interprets

sociaelism, President Wood believes Frazier is a heretie, who 1s seeking
%o ruin the traditions and bteamchings of Plato Colleges Thersfore, he
preadhes e sermon in ehipel on the msininity of evolution end svoialism,

whick he evidently thinks synonymous, He says soolalism is another form

of athelsm, that the soelalist wante Yo destroy the Constitution snd vo

set up a state in which all Aperdcen oltisens who are honest enough to
do a dayts work shall support the lasy rascals do not believe in work.
He seys Satan invented socialism and has been advoocating Just such & lasy
doobrine ever since he stirred up rebellion and discontent in the Garden
of Edan.a

When the novelist wishes to portray ignorence and sbupidity in some

} Lewis, The Trail of the Hawk, p. 82,

2 Ibid., pps 109-111.




characber, one finds such a person espousing this smelfssue philosophy,
that soolaliem means the homest workers support the lasy men, Una Golden's
 husbend in The Job, end Iowell Schmalts in The Men Who Knew Coolidge |

jmterpret sovlalisn thus, sud both, Mr. Lewls would have his resder bellieve,
are ignorant philosophers, |
Hain Stroet, one meets Miles Bjornstem, "The Red Swede," who, by

sisgien, is the pariah of Gopher Pralyie. He says the cltizens
of Gopher Prairie think he is the bad man of the town, en atholst, and an
anarehist, bamw.'m does not hold the village gods in roveranoes He
says, "Bverybody whe doesn't love the benkers and the Grand Old Republiean
Party is an snarohish,") In The Treil of the Hiwk, the rosder observed
Bone Stillmén, the prototype of Miles Bjornmstam, how his room was furnished,
and wha% he reuds It is interesting to note these details in the life of
Bjorostami | |

He bad but éne room: bare pime flsor, small work-henoh,
well bunk with amasingly nest bed, Iryingwpen snd ashe
stippled coffee-pot on the shelf behind the potebellied
cannonball stove, baskwood chairgescne construoted fram
half s barrel, one from s tilted planke-and a row of books
incyredibly assorted; Byron end Teanyson eud Stevenson, &
manval ‘of gaseeugines, a book by Thorstein Veblen, snd & spobtby
Yreatise on "The Oare, Feeding, Disscases, and Breeding of Poulbry

and Cabkle,”

‘ m:-w was but one ploture--a megasine solorplate of & steep~
roofed village in the Mounbains which suggesbed kobelds and
maddens with golden hair,

But Miles peid the penalty for his seoffing, when nis wife and ohild die

from thé persecution of the "one-hundred percent” Ameriocsns who live in

Gopher Prairia.

! Lewis, Main Street, pe 116
2 Ibid«vp Pe 117,
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Babbitt thinks it disgreceful to be seen pivblng in the semé ceat
in the Pullmen with e men who is su avowed sympathizerwith sosialism, He
1s sansed to £ind thab Sameos Doams is,afber all, a rather harnless, welle
odusated, and even hn%waﬁimg person, .
After pwonby-five yoars of business setivity, Ssmusl Dodeworth sbill
thinks socialism means the dividing up of the weslth, and he 15 still .
oufident the:nillienaires weuld got it al) back within e years,
o A Viekew's éollege days are not vomplete, of course, without heg

participation in soslalistic acbivitiss of various kinds. It seems to be
an abiding idee with Sk adents are exposed
o secielisms Am organises the Point Royalisb Socialish Club, a rather
wild and ineffectual gatherimg, ¥r. lLewls saye:

. The averdge atbendanoe was 6ix, und they sat on the fleor

in one of the girls' roome and said exolbedly that it wmsn't

fair $hat oerbuin men should have millions while others starved,

and that they should read Karl Marx Jusk as soon as they ecould

got around Yo ihe | » R

He saye the girls were living in the ere knewn as Christien Socislism

ir lewis that ab college st

which he deseribes as follows:

s » 4 14 wae the ere of windy optimiem, of & pre-war "idealiss”
whieh was satisfied with falth in place of statisties, of a
cortainty on ome hand that Capitalism was divinely sppointed

to last forever, aund om the other that Cepltelism would be seom
end bloodlessly replased by an international Utopian ocommons
wealth rether 1ike the home~life of Loulsa M, Aleobd, It wee
Prom this ers that everyme who in 1930 was from thirby-five

to fifty-five years old imbibed those bucysnt, Shavias, libersl,
faintly elownish notions which he was to see regarded by his sons
and damhgws 88 on & par with Baptist ethlos and the cosmegony
of Moses :

1 Lewis, mv&mﬂp pe B8e
R Ibid,, ppe 5960,




_Trom these few glimpses of Soalalliem in $he lewls booke
o - wuthor believes that acoisllats sre teying o ereste s perfeed.
by devieus wethods, end most dmportant of all, theb mest Anorisens have ne
0ption of ¥he meming of the Word, snd in thelr sharseteristie narrows
Before Jiry Lowis wee shosked by the possibility of Paseien in
Amerisa, ho wes probesting the illiberslities of Naterialies Anevies, bub
nlys with bid keen Jewrnalistie sense for the undevew

@‘a BigEir )

rrants Bewbhlng
ia the world, be realised that the Feselem in prestice in Germeny
"heppen” in Awerios, the land of the free, He realimed that the Auerises
S—— and the Aeeriven uppercisss would seoff at the ides 1L proe
senbod to thelr view, bub thab, novertheless a clever politielen esuld
sodwink hie gullivle countrymen 17 bo designed some ovasy soheme end
edvorsised ibe With the full reslisation of what o Peseiot segine wenld
noss o the traditionsl fveedom of imeries, bhe novelist sel dowm in &
blind fury asd hurriodly dashed off in vix weeks! time & book whieh be

Jenty dappun Here.

. fhe cembyal charssber of the beck is eu oldefashioned Jiberel,
Doyommn Mvﬁmm doos well a uﬁw 5»%% editing of o m:.»m
newepspors Dovemus perosives $he dmnger in baving Windrip for the
presideney; be sees the reiga of vorray which will follew, wed he tries

to warn tds fellew bownsmen thyeugh the elvevletion of his nawspaper

They weud his editerials mud ssoffy %m prasyd It can't happen herel"
Dopessus Yrios o mm nis friends, when they £lin; this snewer ab

him, bhat u Peselet vegime is fanaidle in Amorise, for Ww e no eountey
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in the world quite mo susceptible %o hysbveris as Americs, He eibos ememples
of 1be mﬁwz’m in the past: Huey Long's abmolube monmrehy iu Louisisna,
the Ku Klux Klan, the waremadness, the waretime sensorship of honset papers,
the devetion to Billy Sunday end Almee MoPherson, the mmmm@ a
| servain legislature to Williewm Jemnings Bryan--why there was never in all
kistory & people s mgw for dietstorship o8 America, he declares,

- Bonator Windrip, the man wio becomes diobator of imerles is a wan
of the people, & warm hendshaiwr, an inspired guesser at what politieal
dootrines ths people will lilke, Within twemby years, he had become an
absolute ruler of his state, He had never been governor, hecause he had
shrewdly seen that his lmmorsl 1ife :ai:ig;ht’. cause his defeat by the chureh
people, bub be was the sole boss of the governor, Ie bad introduced many
fﬁnmﬁiw Mhmma :m% hsw native Waw, and he had completely won the
militia by rmrding 'hho best, wmﬁ.m with braining in agrieuliure,
sviation, mam, and sutomebive engineering. It considered itself his
private army, He is elested to the United Btates Semabs, and in his
campaign for the presidency preaches the "ecomforting gospel® of so
redistributing weelth that every person inm the country will have amral
thousand dﬂllaﬁ & yoar, All the rich men mre, however, bto be allowed
mngh to get along on with a mﬁmm of %,m a your, &s a resuld,
gmimal

svery one is bappy in the prospeet of Windrip's becoming
Lee Sarason is Windrip's seovetary in his official ecapacity, bub

1
Sinelair Lewis, It Can't ﬁgm Hers, (Garden Uiy, NWew Yorks
m@‘@hl@ﬂﬂy, Doran and UQ;@ 93@ , Pe
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he iz really much mere--"bodyguard, ghost-wriber, press-sgent end sconemie

&awis@ri“l

In the chapter an "Religlon" the writer hos disoussed the third

dignitary ia the Wi
Premge 0
Doremsus was heart-siok a1l through the hoctio cempe

irip cempaign for the presidency, the Reve Paul Peter

the inmsuguretlon of Windrips In the Fifteen Points of Vietory for the

Forgotten m;’?mﬁhi@ the platform, he sees the end of dem
In brief, the points are as followss

Awerica,
1.
e
.5*
4y

oceyacy for

The govermment #hall own all finanoe, netursl rescurces,
publie utilities, bramsportation, and ecommunication egencies.

The gawmmﬁ shall controel all labor-unions.
The govermment ghall guaranbee all privete property rights,
The goversmeny shall &mrm%m absolute fresdom of worship

- sxpsept for apnosties, Jews, or any persons who shall nobt

swesy alleglance Yo the govermment.

Such perscns shall be

. “badped from holding any kind of pullic office,

By

Te

N

' The governwent shell Limdt all annuel net incowes to

$600,000 per person, No person shall rebtain an inheritance

lﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁg'ﬁar@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁaw

The goverument shall tels the profit out of war, by seizing

all dividends of over six per cent from the sale of mumnitions,

The government shall inoreese military and naval establishments
untll they shall equal those of any other couniry.

Congress mhall have the sole right te issue money, snd
{smedistely upon the insuguration, it shall double the
present supply of surreney in order to facilitabe the
fluldiby of oredit,

Bvery Jew shall swear allegiance to the govermment,

1 Iblde, pe &7s

ign and following
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104 * 411 vegroes shall be prohibited Prom taking
gmmmis or public Mfo..

&y ﬁhﬂll have &50909 & mr.'

iz, %m nhull nm’a be mmé to take puw in business or

. 18s . Any person advecating Commnism, Socislism, or Avarehism
| nm Mbw m«ma

M; ‘Mmmm pmmﬁ.mﬁ to soldiers umu be ma ab onod,

iﬁw ﬁmmiamly wwn jnsuguration of mndrip, Congress shall
o add ememdments to the Constitublon providiang thed

'ty The president may be given the power te
institute and execute any legislation he
e pees £ibe

& shall serve vnly in sn advisory

a, ‘m Supreme Court will have removed fyom ite
o - jerisdiobion the powsr o negate or declsre
uneons ti tubional eny mi or writhen acte of

- the president.

. Busg Windrip found his supporters ameng the following elasses of
people: morkgeged farmers, the unemployed whitescollar workers, people
on relief volls and wanbing more relief, the suburbanites who eould nod
meet their installment payments, the vebersns of wars, the remmants of

| the Tu Klux Klen, these who wanbed government jobs, the AnbieSeloen
The next dey after he has been ineugurabed, Windrlp sends & message

%o Congress demending the imstent passege of a bill embodylng peint fifbeen
of his eleotion platform. the House refuses, DBefore six o'olook the same

deyy the Pyesident proelaims & state of martisl lew, to continue during the
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“present erisis,” snd more then & hundyed Uongressmen are urrested by the
¥inube Men, Windripts privete armys mm who resied are charged with
- ﬂmm@mw snd put in Jaile Thet night riots bake plsce all over
bmerices “m} the Distrieb; the mubinous erowd, who had so blandly vobed
for Windyip, meroh toward the jail, bubt wre met with bayonets and machine
gun fire by the Ninube Man. W oitivens are killed and injureds The
next day the bills ave pussed by & deplebed house,

The President ebruptly ende the separate existonce of the different

stetes, by dividing them inte provinoes, snd subdividing them into disbricta,

countiesy and townships, Incompetont men, wen of the olass whe vobed for
the President, are appointed to £ill the posibion of commissioner in the

. towoshipss In the bownship in which Dovemss lives, Shad Ledue, sn
1114berste bruse, who used bo be bhe Jessup jemibor wnbil he wes fired,
i eppointed ecommissioner, The country breaks loose in pandemonivm, bub
the rebellien is guelled by the wholesale slaughber of eitizens snd the
shubtbing of others imbo comeenbtrebion cemps. JAuy one who is in power oan
is sent to

take revenge on his enemies, sand Shed Ledue sees that Doremus
a conesnbration cemp, thet Doremus's son-inelew, Dr. Greemhill, is shot
g’imy.;m

for protesting his fether-in-lsw's srreat, snd that the gover

sonfiseates Mres, Greenhill's property end momey, As slmiler treatment
@ become alraid

of families tekes plece all over the Unlbed Stabes, peoy
say whet they think wud live in mortel berror of what will happes bo bhem
next, The Corporate Party, ae the Windrlp party is now ealled, burn the

literary tressures, best anyone who digsents, emesh clubrooms of litersry

and dremabie sociebtles, snd, in gemersl, wreck havoo.




- The men in the conecentrabtion ocamps lead a horrihle 1ife, When
Doremus is srrested, ha ls given twenty-five lashes and & pint of castor

olls m& 1& M&W twioe during the might beesuse he will nob mdmit he

'sm; He iﬁ glven & Job as sweepor of cells and eorridors,

@Www lavatories m@ serubber of toilets, M8 sees his cousin killed

ide borbured, In bthe weanbtime, his younger daughter secures

tha amw and senbence of Shod ladue o the conesmbrablon emsp in whieh

W in\ Mlﬂm After hs has beenm there a short Hims, the men, whom he
hed himself comiltted to they living hell, muder Ledue in cold blood,

The Jessup family is soeatbered, Mve, Jessup goos to live with hew
eldost son whe im; turned o Corpos The youmger deughber and Lerinda Pike,
a friend of the family, go lube seoret servics work for the demooracy.

The younger devghter's fisnee is killed in & concemtretion camp, The
aldest deughbery Mrs, Gresnhill, goes into sviadlon for the soles purpose
of ¥illing the mun who oydered her husband's death and acocomplishes her
purpsse, but loses her own life in so dolag.

o lerinda bribm one of the gusrds ab *&m’ poncentration eamp, who
helps Doremus eseape to Uamada, Doremus also goes in%o the secreb service
to bry bo wamﬁm the Windrip dynasty, The United Btates goes from bad
to Wwﬁw Bub in the elosing peragraph of the book, one finds a nobe of
hopee Mr. Lewis says, "And etill Doremus goos on in the red sunrise, for
& Doremus Jessup oan never ase Mt

The writer is inelined to agree with Granville Hick's desoription

* Lewts, It gan't Hsppen Hore, pe 636,
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of Doremus Jessvp whon he says

. # & « Doromus Jemsup, though perhaps the least completel
individuslized of all Lewls hwrma% enbedies hwm ﬁiﬁuyw
other of his oharacters the qualitles he admirss, Jossup
does well & minor but respeotable job, He meinbteine his
isdependenss without losing his ssnity. He hes the common
pense, the good teste, and the humor that Lewis so often finda

~ laeking im yebela, B is nelther a warped, fanstiosl bormdd
nor & good fellow at the merey of his essoclates, le is e
oivilised buman belng, and be iaip‘w%miy the kind of buwan
being Fascism seeks to wipe oubs’

aim&s;ir lewis does nob lay ‘the bleme for the diebatvorship on Big
Bms’im‘ss m):z; upm demagogues, but om the common mam. At maé time Dmmm&
Jessup seyss |

"rhe tyrenny of this distatorship isn't primarily the fault
of Big Business, nor of the demagogues whe do thelr dirby work,
I4's the fault of Doremus Jessupl Of all the conscientbious,
respeetable, lasy-minded Doremus Jesgups who have let the dem
agogues wriggle in, without fierce emough provest.

"y few memths age I thought the sleughber of the Civil War,
and the spiketion of the violent Abolitiemists who helped bring
it on, were evil, But poasibly they had %o be violent, besause
sasy~going citizens 1lke me coulda't Pe stirred up otherwise,

If our grandfathers bad had the alertuess and sourage to see the
evile of slavery and of & govermment corducted by gentlemen for
gentlemen only, there wouldn't have been any need of agitatora
and wer and blood,

"It's my sorb, the Responsible Citlzens who've £olt ourselvos
superior beeause we've been well-to-do and what we thought was
'gducated, who brought on the 0ivil War, the Fremch Revolubiom,
and now the Fesoist Dictabtorship. It's I who murdered Retbi de
Veyegz, It's I who persecubed the Jewe snd the Negroes. 1 oau
bleme no Arss Dilley, no Shad ledue, no Buss Windrip, bub only
my own timid soul end browsy mind, Forgive, O Lerd]

"Th 14 Yoo lave?"®

1 Bloks, Ops 2&&&‘5 pe BT84
2 Lowis, 1t Can's Happen Here, ps 284,




dig
T this last question, ome sees Sinelair Lewls's sppeal te thinking

Amerioas One ls Indlined to oconelude the author dees not think it Hoo
late if Amsricsns will become alert to their soclal rosponsibilities.
grenville Bieks says tha' to seve the country from Feselsm, somothing

fioros protest is needed, He suggests the dullding of &

¢ that 1s what Pinolair lewls iz suggesting.

gerbainly, study of hie abbitudes exhidited im bhis previous books leads
one o the comolusion thet the oreadion of a now social order 1s the idesl

sciution for the ills which boset Ameriet.

|
i




CHAPIER VIIZ
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Restetement of the problem. Beosuse Binsleir Lewls is the only
Ameriosn to receive the Nobel Prize in Litersbure, the purpose of this
study is (1) that of tracing the development of the novelisy's skill in
the oreation of sooial satires; and (2) that of studying hie sttitudes

poward the Americsn life whieh is reflected in his wribtings.

émry of the findings, A subtle chenge in the mental thinking
@f Binclair Imis i diseamibia when one analyses Mr, Lewie's wrkt;
which have @ww&d over & period of approximately twenty yeers. One
sees the amﬁqmm of optimistic sspirations in the youthiul Lewis
gmdmlly damnimginﬁe oynioism in the maturing lewls, until, suddenly,
" he beoames Msmﬁmﬁod with the whole sooial order and flares into opem

rebellion ia Main Btreet and Babbitts Then, Mv. Lewis seems to realize
$hat while rebellion in itself is good, rebellion for a purpose is
decidedly bebter, Henceforth, the Lewls books exhibit a specific aims
Arrowsmith pleads for profeseional integrity; Elmer Gantry decries

sensationalism in religion and advocetes a guiet faith in Gods Dodswordh
@en&umsﬁm %911 work snd no plsy® policy of many business men a8 debri-
mental m their ultimabe happiness; Aun Vickers challenges Sooliety be
mnrmﬁkmah an adeguate program for dealisg with orime end the prevention

of erimej and It Can't Happen Here warns thet s diotatorship is emtirely
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possible in Ameries, sud gugges:s that esoh oitisenm should ewalon to his
political responsibilitvies,

Yro lowis seeks o aocomplish reform by ridieculing presenteday
 kmerice ond Ampricens, e uses s type of desoription whish the orities
have Yermed “"photographic realism," He achieves such realism by assembling
in ome characters for example,.detsils and eharackeristics of many individ-
uals of & similar nature, The result appesrs to be an authentic type. His
similies and webephors often resslve themselves inte compsrisms with
commonplace objeets, snimals, vegetables, fruits, 8t cebera, sand his
d:awr:iptims are consequently 0 gimple thet & ohild can comprehend them
readilys For instance, he describes life ss a game of checkers, a certain
woman a8 resembling two apples placed one upon the obher, or Dr, Tubbs's
faclel expression ss that of a whiskered berrier, He achieves his ef-
Pects by incorporating imbo his books the language of the men on the street,
in short, the Americen langusge, in all of its idiomatie vigor. The

eontexture of his ereation of types, ‘his deéeripﬁmnmlyuiu, and his

use of the vernacular of Ameriecs form the style of Sinelair Lewls's

writings, namely, “pmtagmpﬁia realism,”

A summary of the attitudes of Ur, lewls toward Materialist Amerieca
a8 revealed in his works inoludes the following pointsg

1, The average American men does mt/ have & brue comprehension of
the meauning of oulture; nevertheless, he iz in mad pursult of the evidences
of oulbure, 7 |

3; The American business man is & ridioulous individual in his
obvious efforbs to conform to wocepted sbanderds.
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The averdge Amsricun minisber and layman are more preosoupied

B

with the routine of shureh work end showmanship, than they are with the
true coneéption of the lendership of Christ,

4, Professiond] inbegrity in mediolns and solence demends saorifice
from & physiclen or selentist in Msberialist Ameriea, but 46 is worth the
relinquishing 'of ‘weelth, socidl and profeesional position, sad the fickle
sdmirstion of the miltitodes,

e

mpersenal and organised shaiity is preferable o personal

end inefficient effort in sovial service,
6, Prisons are in a deplorable condition in Aweriss; prisom
officials should be trdined %o cure orimimals of an ethisal illuess,
T+ A too rigid observenve of convention and stendardization is
warping the minds of the American people,
- By A Fasolst regime in the United %&‘baé is noh 'mz Impossibility,
or even fn improbability,

Conelusions, The writer believes Sinelair Lewis to be & man who
sincerely wishes to correct the evils and weaknesses of the present
American soeial order, Therefore, he concludes thet the award of the
Nobel Prize in Literabure im 1980 to Sinelair Lewis is emtirely justifiable
and commendable, insemuch a8 the reeiplent of the prisze must fwm done work
of an idealistic btendensy, The wri'hqr Purther oontends that My, lewls's
novels sre significent, beemuse they tend to stimulate scclsl thinking.

Limitetions of the study, A work of this kind is necessarily more

subjective than objective, and for this resson some of the conclusions are
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not susoeptble of complete objestive proof, Howsver, by logieal reasoning
and substantistion by aubhorities whenever such were amzamé, the writer

hes endeavored Yo make this study as relisble as possible,

| Buggentions for further study. BSineleir lewls's writings sre ever
open bo destructive and eonsbtructive eritieism, Therefore, a defense of,
or eritieal abbmok upon, any of the aspeets of his work would provide

interesting studies, The fellowing topies ere suggestive of further
possibilities: '
| 1, The evengelism and idealism of 8Sinolair Lewis.
2, Binelair WB‘,’ché cameramsn of America.
8, Sinelair lewis, hisborien of the twentieth eenturys
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A+ PRIMARY SOURCES
M&, S$inclaiy, Ouy Mm. yonn, HNew York: Harper and Brothers
Fublia!mrs, 1‘551‘&. 28 pp"

‘ m wary of & mild 1livtle elerk seeking oultuve m Poreign travel.
Representative as the first novel,

s s 0wy TM %Mil Qf the Hawk,

The swry of ap aviabor which earries the message of the mission
of America in oviabion,

Yew Ywi;;; Barpsr and Brothers

.0 ;2 g; The Joby Mew York: Hsrper and Brothers Publishers, 1817,
PPs :

The story of the new womsn making a careor in business.

" » ;5” Main Streets New York: Haroourt, Brace and Howe, 1920,
: 1 pps ' '

The story of Carol Kemnlsott, en idealist, who finds the emall bown
intellectunlly dead and dull,

s » & sy Babbitt, ¥ew York: Harsourt, Brace, snd Co,, 1822, 401 ppe

American middle olass life in & good Bised oity sywbolized by an
average American business men, George F, Babbity,

(the New York: Eamw,, Brace, and Coa., 1923,

8atberigses the mdiaal profession, both private and publie practice.
Hartin Arrowsmith, s medleal awdm le the hero of the book,

* « o« »p Moptrap, New Yorks Harcours, Brace, and Co,, 1526, 208 pp.

A light hearbed bub excellent novel which shows that the author 1
ean tell a story when he echooses to put sociology and satire aside, : T
Bven this humerous romanse is not without satire the sting of whieh
is direcbed against the American masculine convention of & anting

holiday,




, + «y Blper Senbrye New York: Harcourt, 1927, 438 pp,

Points out sl that is most gxwmqm and ; ,
religion, vulgar in seetarimm

Momologues put inte the mouth of Iowell Selmslsz, You Wnow low
Women Are~You Know How Relatives Are-Travel is 8¢ Bres Jonings
The Basis and Fundamental Ideas of Christism Americsn Citisenship,

 + »s Dodsworbh, Wew York: Haroours, 1929, 377 pp.

Satirizes the Americen business man sbroad seeking eulturs in
foreign travel, . ture

+ 4y Aon Viekers, Garden City, New York:s Doubleday, Page and

The n*kbry of woman's triumph over the customs of sn elder world,
Its ksen satire completely bares the truth abeus the seelal worker
- and the penologist,

v o & 24 Wo kﬁ&#ﬂ; Garden City, Yew Yorks Deubleday, Page and
Cosy 1084, 4BZ ppe

'y Wi&’him of the intricscies of the modern hobel system,
Myron Weagle, +the plodder, seeks to build the idesl hobels

| S vy Stories, Garden COity, New York: Doubledsy,

This beok contains representetive short stories talem from waricus
popular magazines in the lest ten yeurs. The stories are as
follaws: “Let's Play King," pp. 5083 "The Willow Wallk," oo 99=
1403 “The Oat of Suvars," pps 148-158; "Lend,” pp, 161-138; "4
Letber From the Queen,” pp, 191-212; "The Chest gwwh” Phe 216w
2513 "Things,” ppe 28642775 "Young Men Axelbred,” pp, 281-898;
YSpeed," pps 301-318; "The Kidnapped Memorial,” ppe $21=337)

. PMoth in the. Aro-Light," pps 541-582; "The Haok Driver,” gpe BE6-
398; "Go Best, Young Msn," pp. #87-438,

o & BP }}i Con'h Happen Here, Gerdon Gi&iﬁ Heow Yoris
Pago, And 0oe, 1930s 408 DPPe

A novel of the future, the quite nesr fubure, ia which the auther
piotures what will mﬁpm to Amorice when o distater somes to powers




Van Doren, Carl and Barvey Taylor, Sinclair Lewl | oal
‘ P S o0 By & Tlographienl
ggg%;g; Garden City, New Yorks™ Doubl eday, % ren, nﬁ'ﬁ lﬁ, 1858,
»

A brief blographieal and oritisal skeboh of Tuslal

A brie: ) _ , : T Lowis followed
by & bibliogrephy which takes up more than half *ho

index %o the biblisgrephy, ’ SH WRAE 2ad o

By BECONDARY SOURCES
Iy PERIODICALS

Anderson, Sherwnod, "Four Ameriean Impressions,” New
735 Ootober 31, 1922, —

An exeellent oritiesl evaluation of the purposes baeck of Sineleir
Lewis's satires,

Benet, William Rose, “Tho Barlier Lewls," Saturday Review of Literature,
~ 10s 4212, Januery 30, 1934, -

- in ascoumb of 1ife with lewis at Yale, Carmel, Cal., and in New York,
Inberesting insight into the character and characteristios of the

' Bensee, Harry Lorin, and John R, Prounstine, "Burope Looks av Sinelair

Lewis;" Boolaman, T2y 458-87, Jesuary, 1881,

Bxplains Burope's approval of the award of the Hobel Prize im
Literature, not only bocause of the author's literery aohievement,
but because he explained Ameriocs to Burepe,

Republie, 521172«

Book Review Digest, 81 vols, New York: L. W, Wilson Cos, 15151985,
Gives oomolse eritiesl commente taken from leading magasines and
pepers on all books published,

Cabell, James Rrench, "4 Note Af to Sinclair Lewis,” imericanm Merewry,
200804~87, August, 1980,

Interprots the guestions uppermost in Lewle's mind whem writing his
satires and explaine the meening of Babbibt,

Omnby, Heury Seidel, "Sinclair Lewis's Art of Vork," Saburday Hevigw
of Liveratuve, 101466, February 10, 1984,

An exeellent apalysis of the method Lewls employs when writing &
novel, Desoribes Lewis's notebook, disgrams, and blusprints of
his filotitious villages.
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De Casseres, Benjamin, “Pariamita in Brochette," B@om, 783488,
July, 1981,

Brief porbtrait of the novelist and comment on his work as the oﬁly
suthentio hisbtorism of the twentieth cenbtury America,

Bieks, Granville, "Sinolair Lewls and the Good Life," The %J.iah Journal,
265-273, April, 1986, ,

Treats Sinelair lewis a8 & morelist, a® & men striving to lasam what
is gond in um.

lswis, Sinclair, "Ia Ameries s Paradise for Women? Yes," Pletorial
Review, 5@:1&-&5&, 55, 58, 60, June, 1929, '

assion of why the novelist believes Amerissn women are
thay Buropeen women.

- b &ws} ﬁ&' »
more i

"lewis Travels Far," Litersry Digest, 115:18-1%, March 4, 1933,

Reports how meny languages the Lewls books are translated into and adds
sn excsllent review of Ann Vickers, .

"life, Letters, the Arts, 'Arrmm-bh in Germany,'" 5291381, 14 i__:gx_g Age,
wﬁy 15’ 195&*

An excellent book review of Arrmmith showing how 1t was received
in G«mny,

Lynem, Hazel Palmer, "Sineclair lLewis as a Yowmp Man," satwﬂmi Review
of _I_étamﬁump 10:628, April 14, 1934,

4 brief but interesting deseription of Lewls as & boy In Sauk Center,

Msurice, Arthur Bartlett, "The History of Thelr Books,” Bookman,
69:82-63, March 1929,

Amusing aeoount of the numbers of citles which recognised them=
selves a8 the Zemith of Babbitt and of the miniaters who thought
they were the original Klmer Gantrys, Bxplains the original
plane of Main Street, Babbitt, Arrowsmith, Blmer Ganbry, end
Dodeworthe

wamua, Paul, "Paul Moraud Looks At Sinelair Lewls," Li ving Age,
8382684, April 15, 1980, e

An appreisal of Sinelalr Lewls's atbitude toward Awerican problems.
Praises Sincleir Lewis's attack on Amerioa,
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Mumford, Lewie, "The Awerica of Sinelair Lewis," Current History,
$8,:629-688, Januvary, 1931,

satire combalned in Lewis's major

An ﬁmllm’b Nﬁm Gf G
novels., ,

Overton, Grent, "The Salvation mt’ Binclair Lewis," Bookmen, &1: 170-88,
April, 1ees. ‘

A good dissussion of the personal charmcteristies of the novelist  ~
o8 well ss of the influence of H., G, Wells on hinm, o

Phelps, Willdem Lyon, “As I Like I%,” Seribner's, April 1933, pp. 266.

An interesting comparisen of Dickends a%i’em toward prisons and
that of Sinoclair lewis.

4+ o s vy "8 I Like It," Soribmer's, March, 1981, pp, 525-8.

Defends the awarding of the Nobel Prize %o lewis. UGives a valuable
1list of all other persons recelving this sward,

"Sinelair m Struts His Stuff," Literary Di’ est, 107:13-15,
Deconber a?, 1930, ’ ' ' !

Review of ourrent opiniocns of the ewarding of the Nebel Prize in
Literature 4o Sinelair Lewis.

II, ESSAYS

Baldwin, Charles Crittenden, "Sinolair Lewis," Men Who Meke Our Novels
New York: Moffat, um, and Go., 1919, pp. 28327,

A brief biography of Sinclair Lewis written in part by Lewis him-
self,

Lippmenn, Walter, "Sinelair Lewis," Men of Destiny, New York: The
Maomillen Co., 1928, pp. T1-82.

Expleins the timeliness of Lewis's novels, his telent for inventing
stereotypes, and oconsiders Lewls as a reformer. Presents alsc a
-~ oritieism of his writing.

Maie, Stuart Peter Brodie, "Sinelair Lewis," aam wadom Authors, New
York: Dedd, ma. and Co., 1928, pp. 98~10

Discusses bhe merits and faults of Bineleir Lewlz's work with
speciel emphasis upon Babbitb,
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Wichéud, Regie, "Sinelair Lewls end the Average Men,” The American
Novel ToeDay, Boston: Little, Brown, and Co., "eEE PPe 12B=163.

4 olear, logieal, end interesting discussion of tm meiol@g;y and
peyehology of Sinclair Lwﬁ.a's novels.

Patbee, Fred Lewis, "Sinclair Lewls,” The New Aueriosn Literature,
18901980, Hew York: Cembtury Co., 1980. PPs 52, 850+bdds

Explains the importence of understending Lewls's first three novels
in order to umderstand those that follow.

Shermen, Stuart P,, 'The Bignificsnce of Sinclair Lewls," pam, 28 pp.
Gives an interesting sketoh of his life., Bxplains thet his books

are not representative of the highest American standerdas but
neither were Huskleberry Fimn, Vanlby Falr or David Copperfield,

Squire, J, GM ﬁﬁ”'@l&ir Lewls" by Milton Waldman, Contemporary
Amoy i sn Authors, HNew York: Henry Holt and Co,, 1928, pp. T0-94,

Gives an exosllent discussion of the major movels of Lewis
mmum ‘the fact that it ls nob Amerissn institutions which
Lewis ridieules, bub Americen compledenmey ; provincialism, nerrow-
ness of thought, and the reduoction oi all life's values to a
wmaterial basis.

‘Van Doren, Carl md mrk. "Zincleir Lewls," Ameriocan end Bribish
Literature Since 1890, New York: The CSwbury Co., vps B1-58.

. Shows that because Main Street eud Babbitt were timely they were
‘sxtremely popular, m Teflocted the new spirit which had arisen
" in Amerioca.

Whipple, T. K., "Sinclair Lewis," The Spokesmanm, New York: DI, Appleton
wd 395' 192&. PPO 203%29.

Ao u&wg;uwbe and interesting discussion of the satire in the works
of Lewissy he also discusses the romantieism in Sinelair lewis,
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