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CHAPTER I
INTRONDUCTION
The Rature of the atudy

Why do students in the eighth and ninth grades drop
out of schoolf This question is the basis of the following
atudy. The question is an actual problem in *Central Junior
High Sohool, Kansas City, Kanses where the writer is employed
as o teagher,

Central Junior had 1,088 students enrolled in the
eighth and ninth grades during the school year 1936-193Y.
From this number, 189 left sohool. This represents more than
13% of the total number enrplled.s What beowmes of the one oub
of every eight that leaves school? Does he transfer to
snother school within the ¢ity? Does he move out of Sown?
Does he remain at home within the Ceniral Junior district? If
he does, what are his reasons for heing out of school?

Central Junior keeps & resord of the reasons for stu-
dents withdrawing from school when that information is avail~
able., But what is to be seid of the student that enrolls in
August and never shows up in September? And the student that
is there on Friday but over the week end decides not to return
%o sohool% Or the case where the parents decide to move %o

#Tn the remainder of this study will be referred %o as
Central Junlor.
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&nath&r‘aehoal distriet, oity, or state and the student doesn't
take the time or effort to give his teachers or the offioce that
information? When $he student does give the school information
ooncerning his leaving there is no definite way of determining
its reliability. |

It is irue that all eighth grade students under sixteen

years of age are required to attend sshool. A truant officer
is employed to see that the law is carried out. Like all laws
there seens ta be ways of escdape and in some cases exemptions

Been nefessarys
Ressons For The Study

The prinecipal of Central Juniar desired that the study
be made $o discover whaid was besaming of the large per cent
of %the emrolliment that was leaving Central Junlor. He wished
to know, if possible, whether or not the school was ab fault.
Were students dropping out because a certaln subject or group
of subjects were being required? 8Should the school offer some |
new oourses? Was it a dislike for some teacher, the school
in general? Or was it some reason beyond school control such
ag financial diffioulty, sickness, or home conditions?

The Scope of the Study

The writer began this study with the names of all the
elghth and ninth grade bays and girls that had enrplled a%
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Central Junior during the schogl yoar 1956~1937 but werse not
. in attendance May 1, 1937. There were 139 oases in alls Ais
soon a8 it wes definitely learned that a student was enrolled
in snother s6hool or had moved out of town his name was dropped
from the list., The list was yedused to 65 nemes whioh were
used For the study, -

A comparison was mede of the aixty-five studente oub
of sehool with an equal number in school,

3ources of Data

~ From the office records the writer obtained the names
of all the students who had enrolled in the eighth end ninth
grades at Central Junior for the school year 19861987 but
were not in attendance during the last few weeks of school,
' their age, IQ, sex, atreet sddress, laet school attended, and
in a good many ocases whether they had tranaferred Yo another
school ; moved to another town or had Just qult school.

Angther group which was attending sehool was selected

from the atfiae files. This group wes composed of the same
number of eighth and ninth grade boys and girls as the first
group mentioned., The qualifiocations required vf those to be
selsoted %o the second group were to have the same sochool
olassification, sex, end very near the wame age, and Ig as &
given member of the first group., Similar information was baken
from the office concerning this group.



Types of Data Colleated

. The Sypes of data enumeyated below were cobtained from
the following sources: the Central Junior office, the prineipal,
fhe home room teachers, and from & questionnaire given in a
personal interview with the student.
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The number of eighth and ninth grade etudentas leave
ing Central Junior during the school year 19B6-1987.
was asgertalined. As the study »rogreased this group
was divided into two parts, the students transferring
to othex schools or moving out of town, and those
remaining in town but not attending school.

Age, IQ, sex, street address of Gaok "dropeout™ was
determined '

Home ocondition wes arrived at by & vieit by the re-
BEATEHOr . |

Financial condition of thé home wes eshimated.
Personal end sooinl hablitvs of the pupil were soru~
tiniged.

s Opinions and ideas of eagh “drbp»auﬁ" wara oonsidered,

Plans for the fuiture of each person interviewed was
recoxrded.

What he is doing et the present time was noted,
His likes and dislikes were given some attention,
His reasons given for dropping out of school were
veighed sgainst whatever evidsnce oould be secured.



Definition of Terms

The group referred to in this study as "withdrawala"
represents all the eighth and ninth grade students that were
enrolled at Central Junior somedime during the school year
of 1980-1087. ' J

The term "transfer is used in this study when a atu-
dent ohanges frem Central Junior %o some other school within
the eity~ definite proof having been established that he is
attending sehool . |

Thrown with the "transfers®™ in this study are the
students that have moved out of town.

The withdrawals thet have not transfeyred or moved out
M town will be termed the "drops® throughout this thesin,
I% is with this group that this study 18 concerned,

The "eontrol" group referred Ho in this study has refe
erence %o a group of elghth and ninth grade students not
leaving school. Comparable age, IQ, sex, and school elassifi-
cation were bases of selaction of the "oontrol” group.

Presentation of Material

The plan of study has been %o present the original dats
colleoted by a‘maﬁwimmm into statigtival tadbles. A com-
parisgn or ﬁiai’:u‘#mon accompanies esech table. From the study
end ocomparisons & summary has been drawn and conelusions have
been derived.



CHAPTER IX
THE SELECTION OF THE TWO GROUPS T0 BE COMPARED

The first amp wae to find a comple
amnm and ninth grade students that had enrolled in Central
Junior High School during the aghool year 1936-1937, but were
not in attendence the last month of school. The o¥Ploe files
furnished this information, After the list had been obtained,
gach home-roum teacher was asked to meke out a complete list
of all the students that hed withdrawn from her respective
room during the school year. These liste were ehecked with
the one obbeined frem the office. By this method the final
lint was seoured.

Table I on the fellowing puge shows the school's ens
rollment, withdrawals; and numbey yemaining, in the eighth
(md ninth grades,




TABLE I

TOTAL ENROLLMENT OF BIGHTH AND NINTH GRADES;
HUMBER DROPQED% NUMBER REMAINING, AND PER
QENT AT CENTRAL JUNIOR HIQH %GHOGL

FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1936-1937

Total Totel Total Per Cent
8th 9tk o

&ﬁh & aﬁ
T@&a&~ﬁnxelxmant fﬁx 195637 aaa ﬁav 068
Yithdrawels for 195637 Gl 78 l'lﬁ@ lggalv

Tatal Enrallmant May lg 87 476 M9 984 86,83

R@aa table thus: There were 536 situdents aﬁrollﬁﬁ:in the
eignth grade, 627 in the ninﬁné making & total of 1%063 in

both gredes which representa 1 al en-

rolinsnt.

0 per cent of the %o

The list of ™drops” that was obtained from the office
and ham»'rmaﬁ teachers was read to approximately 250 students
that the writer hed iu olass. The students were ssked to raise
sheir hands if they happened to know for sure that the boy or
girl whose neme was read lived in Kenses Ciby, Kensas, Then
the street address was gotten if here had been a ghange since
the boy or girl had left schoole

with information ceming from the otfiee, taachers and
students, practically all of the 1&9 withdrawals wore definitely
loosted, The writer wee now ready to stert a house to house
interview that was to be arranged in the form of & questionnaire,

Bach eighth or ninth grade boy or girld that made wp the
ndpop” group was paired respectively with an eighth or ninth



grade boy or girl remaining in sehool., As there were 924
eighth and ninth grads students in #ohool, it was possibdle
%o group them to a fair degree of agoeuracy. For example, an
eighth grade b@y among the "drop" group was 14 years and 4
mmnths of age and had an IQ of 97. He would be paired with |
8n eighth grade boy in sohool with approximately ths sane
ohronological and mental age, Some pairings were exaot, but
in no ocasge did the pairing differ more than 6 manthalin age |
nor more tham B points in IQ. As the advantages w&ulﬁ“rall
first %o one group and then to the other, there would be &
tendency rbr them %o Ealanca esch other when the gxoupa wers
taken as a whole.

The graﬁp ohosen from the student body 1s spoken of
as the "eontrol" group and wore given the same interview as

the atudents out of sghool,



CHAPTER II1
THE MAKING OF THE QUESTIONNATRE

It wag decided that the best wey to obtain information
desired by the writexr was to make out an extensive question-
naire. This questionnaire was expected %o give information
concerning the student's family, home conditions, aptitudes,
eto, Mo questionnsire of this nature could be found so 1% was
necessary for the writer to build one for the study., The
Measurements Department of the Kansas State Teachers College
of Imporia was consulted. All aptitude tests, oollege exame
inations, questionmaires, end the like were scanned for possible
suggestions and questions, To thism list were added the addition~
&l questions that might have any bearing on the problem.

The next atep was %o test the questions. This was done
by giving the questions to several adulds, With a few gorrec-
tions the questions werse then given in & personal interview
to several students in school at Central Junlor, After further
revision one hundred copies were mimeopgraphed and given $o
students during a cless period, %o be answered in writing.

The students were free to ask any guesilons that they might
have in filling out the questionnaire. The papers were collect~
ed and checked for possible changes that should be made in the
final forme

From the quawviana_aaka& in ¢lass and from the resulis
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of the papers turned in by the students, the questionnaire
that was to be used o secure information for the study was
drawn up. In 1ts final form the questionnaire contained 189
queations, practically all of which sould be enswered by yes
or no, one word, or one number.*

*Several questvions were found %0 have no practical
value for the study, after the gquestionnalre was given, and
wera not used in the rinal tabulation.



CHAPTER IV
THE GIVING OF THE QUESTIONNAIKE

The questionnaire was now ready to be given to the "drop®
and "oontrol" groups. This was done by going %o the home of
each student of the "drop" group and giving him the question-
naire in a personal interview.

It was explained to the "drop" student, befors the inter-
view was begun, that he happened to be one of approximately
200 atudents that had been ohosen from the total number enroll-
ed at Central Junior for the past sohool year, It was explained
%o the studenit Zhat it would require too much time to ask
every student in Kansas City these questions, so only a small
‘group was being used, He was told that the questions were siwmple
and would require very little of his time to answer; also that
this questionnaire had no connwction with the school. It was
being given as a means of trying to find out what boys and
girls of junior high school age liked to do, what kind of plo-
ture shows they liked best, how many they attended, what
sub jects they liked best in school and & number of other
quéatiuna that would be very easily answered.

Every student that was interviewed seemed willing %o
answer all the questions asked, to the best of his abillty.

As soon as the parents found oub that their boy or girl was

not in trouble and that it wag only & "buneh® of questions
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being asked of a number of boys and girls of Jﬁnior high age,
they would usually retire to another room or remain {0 answer
any question that could not be answered by their child,.

In most cases the interview was held in the home, This
gave opportunity foxr obssrvation of other members of the family
and of hone conditvions in general, Note was made of these on
the sheet used for a questionnaire.

A very definite effort was made to locate every one of
the 159 withdrawals from the eighth and ninth grades of
Central Junior. Sizty~five of this number were found living
in Kansas Clty, Kansas and not attending schools This group
was interviewed.

The remaining 74 had transferred to other sohools
within the ity or had moved out of town. Table II on the
following page shows the total number of boys and girls with-
drawing from each grade, the number of withdrawals that trans-
rerred to other schools or moved out of town, and the number
claszed a8 "drops", J
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TABLE II

STUDENTS WITHDRAWING FROM SOHOOL, TRANSFERRING
OR MOVING OUT OF TOWN, AND THOSE m&:ﬁ%
IN TOWN BUT NOT ATTHENDING SCHGOL

8th B8th Oth 9th Total Total Tobal
Boys Girls Boys Girls st Mh am% Mh

Nos. Withdrawals 40 21 41 &7 6L 78 139
No. Trans. or '
Woved out Town 86 16 18 8}

No,"Dropa” 15 6 288 16

Read table thus: There wore 40 @wmh gmds bagl t‘haﬁ mm

drew; 81 eighth grade girle, meking & %otal of 61 from the
elghth grade, Read in like manner for the ninth gmaa. |

titde
bion was

The "vontrol" gréup was givex the questionnaire
they were in attendance at schools 4 similay explan
given as a reason for thelr answering of the questions. They
too, responded very willingly, showing no indication of un~
willimnaém to coaperate fully.



» CHAPTER V
TABULATION AND COMPARISON OF THE RESULTS

When the questionnaire had been given to all of the 65
capes used in eaech of the two groups being compared in fhia
study, the resulis of each question were tabulated in fre-
quency tables. A comparison of th@-raaulﬁn will be given in
the remainder of the study.

Information Concerning Parents

Table iII on the following page gives information ocon-
corning the ehild's parenta, In the "gontrol" group~tharafara
three nwopmﬁathﬁra, while the "drops" have thirteen. The
opposite results are found when the number of step-mothers
are vompared, The mothers of seventeen of the "drops® have
been married more than once oompared with eight from the |
feontrol” group.
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T4BLE XIX

- INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
OHILD'S MOTHER AND FATHER

4

trol . Fe) Drop __ Per gent
Yes No Yes No YesNo Yes No

FPather living 69 6 90.8 9.8 B7 8 87.7 LB«3
Mother living B4 11 83.1 16,9 B8 7 88.2 10.8
Pather living at | |

your home 49 16 75.4 25.6 46 19 70.8 29,2
Mothey living ai | :

your home BZ 18  BO. B0, B& 11 88,1 1649
Hag a step-fathey B 68 4.6 95.4 13 58 20. 80
Has a step-mothey 7 68 10.8 89.8 4 61 6,2 98.8
Pather been married ) , , _ ,

more than once 13 68 20, 80. 12 63 18.8 81,8
Hother been married ) \ B

more than once 8 67 12,3 87.7 17 48 B6.2 73,8

Head table thws; In the contrel group BY fathers were living,
6 were dead-- 90,8 per cent living, 9.2 per cent dead, In the
drop group 67 were living, 8 were &é&d»m 87:7 per oent living,
12,3 per ocent dead. | ‘ | ,
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Table IV below shows that the "eontrol” and "drop" groups
have identically the same number of parents dead., There is énly
one difference in the number of parents living at home, The
"drop" group shows & greater mumber of step-parents and a greater
number of parents that have been married more than once.

TABLE IV

COMPILATION OF TABLE III

gontrol Drops
*Number of mothers end fathers deceased 17 17
Humber of mothers and fathers not ‘
living at the ehild's home 29 | 50
Number of ¢hildren that have either a ) o
step-mother or step-father 10 17
Number of mothers and fathers that

have been married more than once 21 29

Read table thus: There are 17 mothers and fathers of the
control group thet are decessed, The drop group alao have 17
parents decesased.

*The number of deceased parents, which is 17 in both
the "comtrol” and "drop" groups, was obtained by counting eamoh
mother &nd each father not living in the entire group.
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Table V pointe oud very definitely bthaet foreign born
parents have not been a factor im causing these boys and girls
to drop out of @chool. This was & surprise as the Central
Junior district 1s well inhabibed by Polish, Greeks, Russiens,
sm:rbmm s Czwoks, Jows, Austrians, and Mexioana,

TABLE V

AMERICAN ANWD POREIGN BOBN PARENTS

Was your father born in the U. 8.7 Bl 14 Bl 14
Was your mother born in the U, 8.7 Bl 14 Bl 18

Read table thus: In the control %mup 81 fethers were born
in the V.S, 14 were bhorn in foreign countries. In the drep
rouy 51 fathers were born in the U.S. and 14 were born in
%gm‘awm gountries. 3
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Finanolal Conditions

when the families of the two groups wers compared from
& finsneial basls, grester differances were obuerved.

*The following teble shows %that 19 fathers of the “gson-
#mmx“ group without atwsady work. This pumber represents 20
par gent of the growp. The "dropa™ have 24 fathers without
pieady employment, whioch is neayly 47 per cent of the group.

The nusber of mothers working ls pesyly identioczl in
 the two groups. There is only a elight differencs in the
nimber of brothers and eisters helping wuppors the fanily.

A sigoiPicant feot is brought out in the number of
fatvheys and mothers thet bave been on rellef. The “conirol"
giroup shows LB, the "drops™ bhave 37, |
Both groups own about the sewe pumber of care, but
thers is quite & contrest im the number of howmes owneds
1% would seem that ehildren of parents who own thelr home
and have steady employmeut are mere apt to stay in school.

*Fathers working on relief sye classed as not having
stoady ouployment.

#syhen the parente were paying for hhmir howes by the
month, 1% was olassed as & yented homo,
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TABLE VI

COMPARISON OF FINANCIAL CONDITIONS OF
-~ THE FAMILIES OF THE TWO GROUPS

Does your father have ‘
steady employments B2 13 B0, 20. 4l B4 63.1 36,9
Is your mother working

f@r pay? 9 60 195.8 B6.R 8 67 12,3 87.7
Do your older brothers ~

help support family? 14 Bl R1.5 78,8 19 46 V0.8 RB9.3
Do your oldey sisters

help support family? 8 07 128 B7.7 758 10.8 898
Has your father or mother

been on relief? 18 63 18.0 8l.54 88 87 B 43,1
Dees your family own

& ¢ar? B8 B8R 80,8 40.2 B4 31 0848 4%7.7
Does your family own ,

their home? BD B0 44,0 B6.4 17 48 26.8 73.8

Rend table thue: 7Fifty-one fathers of the control group have
steady employment, 13 do not«~ 80 per cent ere regularly employed
80 per cent are not. FPorty-oue fathers of the drop group have
steady employment, 24 do no¥. When expressed in per cent, 3.1
are regularly employed, 36.9 are not.
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Table VII on the following page ¢lassifies the fathers
according to their approximate inecome. *The exsct salary of
the father was obtained in some oases, in others it was eati-
mated by the writer fyom the type of work the father was doing.
For example, if the father were'on relief', his salary would
be less than {80 per month, If be wers a barber, & seotion
hend, a common laborer at a packing plant, or the proprietor
of a small grocery store, hies income was estimeted betweon
#80 and $100 per month, 4 carpenter, meghanie, or foroman's o
selary wes esbtinated from $100 o $150 per month., Reilroad
engineers and proprietors of & good sized business were placed
above $l80 per month. These estimates were besed upon & brief
oocupational survey of the distriet,

The following %table seems o prove decisively that the
salarles of the “control" group is far superior %o those of
the "drop" group. There were four itimes as many fathers in the
"drop® group reveiving less than $B0 per month. Seventytwo
per cent of the "drop" group reesived $100 per month or less,
a8 oompared with fifty-seven per cent of the "gontrol" group.

* table is in part the writer's opinion us salaries
in a mumggiaaf casen had %@ be estimated from the father‘'s
oveupation, The writer feels that the table hes a high degree
of relisbility becanse of salery information obtaised and the
broad intervals used in salary grouping.
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TABLE VI

*THE APPROXIMATE SALARY OF THE FATHER

Control Per Csnt Drop Per Cent

Less than $50 per month 8 18,8 25 - BB.AY
%50 to $100 per month 29 44,88 28 55485
101 %o $180 per month 24 56,98 16 24,81
liore than $150 per month 4 618 2 3.07

Read table thus: There are eight studente in the control group
that bave fathers that make less than $B0Q per month. This
numbér represents 12,31 per ¢ent of the entire group. The drops
hewe 20 fathers making less then $50 per month, This is 38.47
per cent of the total group. ' ‘

*The salary of the mother is used when she 1s the sole
BUpPPOTY. .

§
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*HOME CONDITIONS

The follewing table shows that only 2 familiea of the
"eontrol" group were living in homes renting from $4 to §8 per
month. This represents 5.56 per cent of the ones renting. In
the "drop" ﬁréup 40 per cent of the cnes renting, live in
homes that rent from $4 to $8 per month. The "oontrol" group
has § families or 15.89 per cent of the group renting that pay
more than $20 per month rent., There are 2 families or 4,44 per
gent of the "drop™ group renting that pay more than $80 rent,

When the amounts paid for house rents are compared, the
"eontrol” group ia found to be paying more rent, therefore it
would be assumed they are living in better homes, This would
be expected after the results of the finanoial comparison were

knowns

#Tt is difficult to separate financial and home ¢on-
ditions. The writer is attempiing suoh & oclassification in an
effort to make the classification of material more aimple.
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TABLE VIII

*AMOUNT PAID PER MONTH FOR HQUSE RENT

i

Control  Pexy Cen% Drop Par Cent

Renting Renting
i to @a ger month 2 5,66 18 #0.4
8401 %o $12 per month 16 44,44 18 R6.. 67
12,01 to §16 per month 7% 19.44 & B0,
16.01 to $20 per month 6 16,67 4 8.89
¢20.01 to $80 per month B 8438 2 A dd
%30901 to 40 par\manth & 5.56 0 Qf_
mms o 36 100 45 wo

Read table thus: There ara 2 families in the sontrol group
paying from §4 to $8 per month house rent. This represents
6.56 per cent of the grouy renting. There are 18 famllies in
the drop group paying that amount of rent. This is 40 per cent
of the ones renting in the drop group.

*The total number of the groups vary in this table as
some in each group own home and are not paying remt.



TABLE IX

HOME CONVENIENCES AND READING MATERIAL

Control  Per Cent Drop Per Cent

- Havi :

' LA " Yoo qo
Telephone 18 47  av.e9 & B 23
City Water 84 1 98,54 50 15 76,08
City Gas B9 6 90,77 35 B2 50,7V
Bath room 46 20 69,83 16 49 24,61
Newspaper B2 3 95,38 5 6 90,77
Magegine 35 &2 BO.TY 11 &¢ 16,98

Read table thus: The sontrol group has 18 families with a
telephone, 47 families without. The 18 having telephones
represent 27,060 per cemt of the group. In the drop group 6
have telephones, 59 do not. The six heving telephones ia
9,88 per cent of the group. .

The foregoing teable doupares the two groups as VYo home
convenlences and reading materlal, Three times as many in the
"eontrol” group have a telephone end only one family is with-
out city water, In the "drop” group 15 homes are without oity
water. There are five times as many in the "drop" group with-
out city gas, and only 24.61 per cent have bath rooms. In the
"gontrol" group 69.23 per oent live in homes that have baths,

| There is no noticeable difference in the number taking
newspapers, but when the number of magazines teken is compared,

it i3 found that the "control® group has nearly three times

a8 many.
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TABLE X

MWER OF ROOMS OQGCUPIED BY FAMILY AND
IBER OF PERSONS OCCUPYING THESE ROOMS

1 %o 8

% to 4 1l BG ay 16
5 o © ol &l 20 21
7 %o 8 16 9 8 11
g to 10 b 6} 30 14

11 to w 0 0 0 4

Read table thus: No one in the acntrol group lives in a
house with only one or iwo rooms. There are two in the drop

- group living in howes of that slze., Eleven members of the
eontrol group live in homes with three o four rooms, Twenty-
three menmbers of the drop group live in that size home. There
are 27 ocases in the control group where the size of the family
numgwm from 3 to 4 members. In the drop group there are 1B
suoh cEaBYS.

03945
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Table X vompares the "ocontrol"™ end ™drop" groups as to
size of homes and the numbey of people living in the bome,
There are 25 famlliees in the "drop" group living in homes
with 4 or less rooms. In the "oontrol" group there are ll. The
mgontrol” group has 19 families living in homee with 7 or
more rooms, There ere 9 cases of similay sized homes in the
"dpop" groups - | -
| The "gontrol™ group has BY cases whers from & Yo 4
pﬁ#p&a @@en@y the home. In the "drop® group there are 15 cases.
There are 18 members of the "drop" group living in homss
oceupied by 9 or meore people, as comparsd with 10 in the
"GORTIOAY group.
From this table 1% would seem that the *eontrol® group
live in larger homes with fewey pﬁmﬁl@ par home.
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FACTS ABOUT BROTHERS AND SISTRRS

" PABLE %I

| BROTHERS AND SISTERS LIVING

Read tahle thus: In the control group thers are 15 with one
brother; the drop group has 16, There are 28 in the comirol
group that have one sister and 12 in the drop group. The
total pumber of brothers in the control group is 124, in the
drop group, 132

TABLE XII
BROTHERS AND SISTERS DECEBASED

Number

sLape

5 and more

' i ' ’ 1 14h one
Read table thus: The sonirol group has 6 members W

dead brother; the drop group has l6. Thore W g with %gga
dead sister in the control group gnd 16 in the mg. o
control group as a total of 22 dead brothers; the drop group

has 42,
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Table XI on the preceding paga‘ uhown'*ahe number of
brothers and sisters living to be greater in the "adrop" group.
Table XII shows nearly twioce &g many brothers dead in the
"drop™ group and more than 4 Vines ae many sisters as in the
"gontrol® group.
TABLE XIXI

NUMBER OF YOUNGER AMD OLDER
BROTHERS AND BISTEuS

Potal B8 80 Bl 8% [T 4B

Read table thus: In the csontrol group there are 12 having one
brother younger. In the drop group there are 20, The control
group hes 16 with one sister younger, the drops have 19« The
total number of sisters younger in the ocontrol group are 68,
in ths drop group 6%9. '

From table XIII 1t may be ealoulated that the "eontrol®
group has 109 younger brothers and sisters as compared with
158 in the "drop" group. This places 43 more younger sisters
and brothers in the "drop" group. When the seme check is nade
on the older sisters and brothers, 1% is found that there are
only 8 more in the "drop" group.

From this comperison it would seem that the older ohil-

dren in the family are more apt to drop out of wsehool,
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IEDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES

*TABLE X1V
SUBJECTS LIKED AND DISLIKED

Subj. N : ;
Civicgs 8 1

English 18 8 g 12

Gym 7 & 1 2

Ind. Arts 4 7 1 1

Math &l 18 17 19

Gen Selence 3 6 1l 8

History B 8 é 10

- Npnlooan e

, ‘ & 2 i VT 0 M R 1 L0 P11 408 s e 5, 4y 3 8 S P o P 1

Read table thus: In the oontrol group 2 liked c¢ivios

best, one in the drop group liked it beat. The control

giﬁ'ﬁﬁ gggrg gggg %i.lwa givica least. ;r‘;n the drop

The foregoing table shows that there is only a slight

difference in the likes and dislikes of the two groups. liore
students in sohool like English and move out of sehool dislike
i%. Industrial Arts is liked best by more students in the “drop®
group. General Sclemce is disliked by more students in the
neontrol® group. English and Math, two aubjects that have a
tradition for being disliked, were found in this oomparison o
be liked more times than disliked. Civies, General ﬂamnaa,
and History were the only mubjecbe found to be disliked more

than liked,

: : 1 U ; noluded in
#,11 gubjects offered at Central Junlor were inolu

the ques%ionnaijre. Lfter tabulatlon, those that appeered less
than ten times were disregarded.



TABLE XV
INFORMATION CONCXRNING THE TWO GROUPS

Dislike one teacheér very mush? 7 58 80 46

Dislike more than one teaghars ' ‘

Like to play hookiev t 31’ J.é 2‘3
Ever want %o run away from homet? g o3 12 B3
Think i% pays %o go to sohool? 88 0 8 7
Should have a Junior high educations 66 0 6L 4
Plan %o go to high sohool? 60 B 19 46
Your best friends in school? 59 6 42 BB
You want to be in school? 65 2 5% 20

Think best boys & girls go %o high sch.? B3 18 47 8
Believe everything teacher tells you? 20 48 25 io

Ride to sehool? 17 48 7 BB
Decided upon an oscupation | 48 17 38 83
Rather be at work for pay than in soh.? 9 56 46 19
Go to Sundey school or chureh 68 18 36  ap
Doing any kind of work for pay% 87 88 B4 4l
Do you smoke? 8 B7 g8 @7
Play a mugical instrument? 17 48 0 b
Eyes bother you? 11 54 83 42
Spent two years in any grade? 37 &8 38 82
Skipped any grades? 1 64 9 Bé
*Been before Judge Meade? 2 63 1l B4
Father wants you %o quit sohool? 0 60 9 41
Mother wants you %o quit scbool? 1 59 8 44
Father doesn't care i1f I quit? &8 2 31 19

Mother doesn't care Lif I quit? b8 2 4 18

Read table thus: In the control group 7 disliked one teacher,
58 liked all their twachers. The drops had 20 disliking one
teacher, 45 liking all their teachers. The control group has
58 mothers that do not want their child %o quit school, two
mothers dontt oare. The drop group hes 34 mothers opposed %o
the c¢hild's quitting, 18 do not care,

*Judge Meads 1s Judge of the Juvenile Court of Kansas
City, Kansas.
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The foregoving table shows nearly three times as many in
the "drop" group disliking one %eacher. Four times as many like
to pley hookie ag in the "‘Mmrélﬁ group, Six times as many of
the "drop" group have wanted to run away from home,* Only seven
in the "drop" group think that it doesn't pay %o go %o school,
and all but four thought they should have & Jjunier high eduw
eations 8ix of the “oonitrol® gmﬁp stated that their best
friends were out of school, whereas twenty-three"drops" placed
their friende out of msohool. There is noticeably more in the
"eputrol® group that have decided upon an ceoupation. kost of
the "drop" group state that they would rather be working than
in sehool, but the table shows more warking for pay in the "cone
trol" group. Four and one-half times as many say they suoke in
the "drop" group as in the "econtrol". Twice as many of the
"drops™ seem to have eye trouble, There have been three more in
' the "eomtrol® group that have repeated a grade, while nine have
skipped e grade in the "drop”™ group to only one in the "gonirol"
group, |

Eleven of the "drop" group have been in juvenile gourt
compered with two in the "gonitrel" groups Thers are four perents
:ln‘ the "oontrol" group that either want or do not sare 1 thelr
ebild guite school. In the "drop" group there are 37 mothers
snd fathers opposed or indifferent sz to the child's golng %o

a8ohool«

*tn moet of these csees the child has aotually run
away for a short time,
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TABLE XVI

*MONEY SPENT ON SELF PER WEEK

R
Amount per week
 KNone
l¢ to 1o0¢
1l¢ to 2b¢
26¢ to BO¢

Sl¢ to $1
$1 and more

Read table thus: One in the control group and
two in the drop group have no spending money,
Three in the contrel group spend from one to ten
cents per week.

Table XVI shows no noticeable difference in the amount
of spending money the two groups have,

Seldam or neveyr 6 9
1 to 3 per month ) 10
1 per week 86 87
2 per week 20 15
3 per week 7 4

e or 4 VAN 305013 W TS 00 RN s TR 50

Read %table thus: The control group has § that
seldom or never attend a movie. There are 9 in

the drop eroup that seldom attend, In the control
group there are & thai go from 1 to O per month,

*gpending money does not include money speny for any
meeasity? It ;l.g an agtimaw by the child of the fotal amount

spent for shows, candy, eto.
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Table XVII om the preceding page would indicate that
there is little difference in the numbeyr of movies attended

by the two groups. The "sontrol® group a¥tends a few more.

TABLE XVIIX

NUMBER OF BLOCKS LIVED FROM SCEOOL

No. of blocks Contrel Drop
1 %0 & 28 18
7 to 18 88 1B
13 %o 18 9 16
19 to B4 b 10
25 and more B 7

Read teble thus: There are 88 in the control
group that live 1 to 6 blocks from gohool In
the drop group there are 18.

Table XVIII sbove shows the "drop"™ group living a

greater distence from sohools




TABLE XIx

YEARS LIVED IN KANSAS CITY. ke
AND AT PRESENT wﬁmé&xm{m

R

No. of Years

Less thaun one year
One to two years
Three to five years
Six to ten years
Ten years and more

" -
g ¢ iy v TN AR L 4G YO T S TS V4 o0 AP b e ) A P A D) s

Read table thus; There are 2 in the control group that have
lived in the city less then a yeaer and 1 in the drop group.
In the conirol group there are 8 that lived at the presen
address less than & ysar, whereas the drop group has 15,

Table XIX above shows that nearly all of both groups
have spent most of thelr lives in Kanses Clty, Kensas, It
also shows that the "drop" group hes done more moving within
the city than the ﬁqonﬁml“ EIoup,



TABLE XX

NUMBER OF STATES IN WHICH GROUDS
HLVE ATTENDED 8CHOOL AND

B b
i P g

OF DIFFERENT SCHOOLS ATTENDED

Read %able thus: JIn the control group there are
47 that have attended sohool in only one state.

In the drop group there are 41 that have attended

sehool in only one state, In the pontrol group

there are 28 that have attended £ achools, whereas

14 in the drop group attvended two sohools.

The above teblé shows that alx more of the "drop”
group have attended school outb Mﬂ.&'”@f Keansas, The same ‘tabm
elso shows that members of the "am" group attend more
different schools within the oity. This woulfl be expected

after the results of Table XIX, page 34, m@ known.
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TABLE XXI

REASONS GIVEN BY THE DROP R
FOR THEIR BEING OUT OF SORCuL.

Cause . Jumber stating cause

Poor Grades 21
Lack of HMonsy 23

Poor Health

Work at Home

Dislike Teaohey

Diginterested in School 1
Wanted to Work

Help Support Family

Married

Read table thus: Poor grades were given by 81 of
the drop group as a reason for thelr being out of
achool.
Table XXI ghows the lack of money and poor grades am
the two most frequent reasons given by the "dmp" group for
their being out of sohool. Lack of interest in echool ranked

third.

1



CHAPTER VI

4 COMPARLISON OF THE STUDENTS IM

. THE "CONTROL™ AND "DROP™ GROUPS
| While the two groups wers being iaterviewed, notations
’w@r@ made of the phymiﬁai makeup, appearance, dress, ete; of
the individuals. With the "drop" group, comments were made of
the homes, This waayimpaamibla‘with the "gontrol" group as
they weye interviewed at school.

No noticeable differenmces were found in the physical
makeup of the two graapalaa & whole. There was marked differ-
ence 1n'%@$a&&ana%. The "oontrol" group was better dressed,
noré neat, and nmore vleans This would partly be socounted For
in the faet that the “eontrel® group was in school. If the
“&rapa" had bBeen in aﬁn@naanaa at ﬂahoax, they would prodably
have prﬁa&nt@ﬁ‘ﬁ nesater appa&wanaa?

1t hae been polnted out im Chapter V thay finanedal
reggons seemed to be the important fastor in csusing situdants
to drop out of school. It would be expected that these children
were quitting school and going %o work to help support thems
sslves and their familles, This is not the case, am Table XV,
page 30, shows that there sre 24 vdrops" working and 41 doing
no work for pay. When cdompared with the “gontroel” group, 1t ia
found that there are 2% working and 38 not. This shows that
the "oontrol" group, whioh is iIn sohool, has three mors worke
ing for pay. This would indiocate thet there is at least am
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good, if not a better ohanve for a student %o have a job forx
pay 1f he ocontinues in sehool rather than dropping out.

When the homes of the "drop" group were considered only
from a standpoint of cleanliness, it was found that they might
be divided in%o epproximately four equal groups;

1, Twenty-five per vent of the homes were olean.

2, Twenty-five per cent were poorly kept,

3. Twenty-five per cent were dirty.

4. Twenty-five per cent were very dirty.

™is is & erude glassification but it gives the condi-
tions as the writer saw them,

The personal appearance of the other members of the
family corresponded to the home in whioh they wers living,
Dirty homes oontained dirty children and parents.

In order that the home conditions of some of the members
of the "drop" group may be better underateod, two homes in
partioular will be cited.

Oone eighth grade boy interviewed was found to be living
with his family in the back three rooms of & gmall one story
home, The front part of the house was oooupled by another family.
The place was in poor condition and located in very undesirable
surroundings. The boy was 16 years of age, average size bud
Looked undernourished as he lacked the usual pep and energy of
gons he gave for quitting sohool ware
He had no job at the time of the

the average boy. The rea
lack of clothing end moneys

¥
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interview nor had be been working since he dropped out of

sohools He had been in juvenile sourt ouce for taking e
bieycle. During his elght years of sshooling he had atvtended
eight different sohools all in Kansas City, Kensas,

His mother hed died sbout & year ago, leaving & husband
gnd ten children. One girl, twenty years of age, was married
and not living at home. The father had juet recently maxrried
his sister~in~lew, who had three ehildren of her own. This
brought the totel number of childre

n ab home to twelve, vary-
ing in age from two %o sixfesn years of mge, snd with the
mother and father, mede fourteen liviug in three small rooma.
The boy had five brothers and sistera deceased.

They-were paying $4 per mouth house rent, The father
was employed at & seap factory eb & salery of 180 por monthy
A  The second cese oited will be that of a ninth grade
girl that attended school only & short time before dropping
out. She lived two miles from sohool and welked both ways. Hoy
father and mother were both born in Austria. Her father was
dead. The mother had re-merried and the step-father was of
Austrian birth, They owned Vhe shaek of a home in which they
1ived. The father was dolug npelief work", earning about $40
per month.

A marrisd sister, her husband, end their two year 0ld
child were living at the home, There was & younger sister, 13

years of age, who Wwae attending school. There were six dead
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meking @ total of thirteen
deceased children. Here lies the resson for polnting out this

brothers and seven dead sisters,

family. Of the sixteen ohildren born, only three are now living.
High death rates were found to exist in a number of families
in the "d4rop" group,

The "drop" girl gave as ressons for her being out of
school that 1% was Yoo far to welk and that she didn't have
clothes.

The home conditions of the two membexrs of the "drop"
group cited are not offered as typioal homes of the entire
group, but do represent conditions in the lowest twenty-five
per cent of the honmes,

A number of parents of ohildren in the "drop" group
that were making salaries above $100 per month were found to
be existing in worse living oconditions than other parents who
were on "relief" and having less than half as mueh inoome.
This would point t¢ a lack of desire for a better stendard of
living and %o poor household managing, Causes for the failure
of the "drop” group to remain in school would seem to be more
with the parents than with the child.

4 base map of Kansas City, Kensas, was obtained, On
this map was placed a dot %o represent the home location of
every one of the students of the "drop" group. The "oontrol

group was located in & like manner, ueing & different colored

pencil.
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»  The “ountrol" growup was found to be equally distributed
throughout the Central Junior Sehool disbriot,

When the location of the "drop" group was studied, it
was found that the homes of this group were "bunched”. Thirtye
five members of this grouy were found to be living in what is
known as the Armourdale section of town. The "uantrei" group
had only sixteen members living in this district,

The Armouydale district is lovated between the Union
Papific Railroad %tracks and the Xansas River. The railroad
forms the north boundary which is approximetely five blocks
south of the Central Junlor building. The Kanses River flowa
in a gemi~oircle, touching the Union Pacific Railroad on the
east and west. On the south banks of the Kansas River are the
Atcehison, Topska, and Sante Fe Railroad tracks.

The group of people living in this dlatrict of Kenmas
City, Eanpas, are cut off from the rest of the city by “"natural
boundariss”, On the north there sare a number of reilroad tracks
and on the south the Kensas River and another railroad systen,

The district is entirely industrial, with a majority
of the inhabitants belug employed by the railroads, packing
plants, soap factories, or other wmanufacturing enterprises.

The homes in the Armourdale section teken as a whole
are below the average for the Central Junior district. This
section represents approximately one-fourth of the Central
Junior dletrict, but over fifty per cent of the "drop" group
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is from this area. That is to say, an area that containe
twenty-five per cent of the sohool population, produced over
fifty per cent of the boys and girls that made up the "drop”
group studied in this thesls.

The following figure is & compilation of resulis of
questions shown by tables in Chapter V. I% is belleved that
%he comparison of the resulis of these questlons shows &
significant difference in the "control" and "drop" groups.
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Never wanted to run

away from home,

Parents who influence
chil. to stay in sch.

City gas in home

Do not smoke

Parents never bsen
on relief

i

Fathers with steady ~—
employment i

Attend Sunday sch. 4
or church //

Vocation'chosgn

Homes with bath ' ]

Parents own home \ o

Salaries above $100 \

Homes renting above 1] T

Homes with phone )

$16 per month ‘(r”” . ‘
\

No. riding to sch. , \

/ ! .
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Per Cent

Drop Group Control Group .

FIGURE I

A COMPARISON OF 14 QUESTIONS GIVEN
THE CONTROL AND DROP GROUPS



CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This study has been an attempd to determive why students
are eliminated from Central Junior High School, Kensas City,
Kansas.s The method used in trying to obtain an answer to this
qméaﬁmmm has besn to vompare two groups of boys and girls of
Juﬁiaw high school ages One known ag the "sontrol® group whieh
uﬁﬁa attending mohool with anotheyr group known as the "drop®
group whioch were not in schools |
| The data sagsured gonsist mositly of informetion obtained
through e personal interview at which time a questionnaire weas
given: (ther information was sesured from sehool records and
from the Central Junior faculty.

The following differences were found to exist between
‘ﬁhw "@aﬁﬁrol" and Y"drop™ groups; |

1@ Fowsy fathere of the “"drop” group have stealdy work. .

8, Fathera of the "dxrop™ group make lower salaries,

8: There are more step-parents in the “drop” groups

4. More parents of the "drop" group have been on "ﬁaliar".

§s Fewer parente of the “drop" group own their haméwv

6. Parents of the "drop™ group pay lower house rent.

¥s Fewer homes of the "drap” group have telephons, water,

and gas, |

8. There are more people per room in the homes of the

"drop" BZrownp.
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9» The “drop" group was found %o have larger families,
with & higher death rate.

10« The "drop" group was made up of older members of the
family.

1l. The "drop" group had less respect for teachers,
school, and home,

12, A smaller number of the "drop" group had decided
upon a vooation,

13, Fewer of the "drop" group atiend gunday school or
shurch.

J4, More of the "drop" group smoke.

16, Eye trouble was found frequently in the "drop”
group,

16, More of the "drop" group have been in Juvenile Court.

17. The "drop" group live & greater distauce from sohool,
angt fewer of them ride.

18, The "drap" group moved more frequently.

19,'A emaller number of parent®s in the "drop" group are
using their influence %o keep their childyen in school.

20, The "drop" group iam "bunched" in & given section
within the Central Junior district, while the "gontrol” group
is equally distributed over the whole school district.

This atudy has found the above differences to be deter-
mining factors why the "control'" group remains in school and

the "drop" group is eliminated.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. The boys and girls that made up the "oontrol” and
"drop" groups were eoqual physically and mentally. Theix
differences in conduct, atiltudes, and desires were probably
the result of home itralning. |

2+ The atudy indicates that the perenis of the "control"
group had a more desirable influence on thelr children than |
did the parente of children that dropped out of aahéol. _

3« The various aépacta of finence are the all-important
factors in determining whethexr thaese Jjunlor high school boya _
and girls will remain in school @r drop out,
| 4., Closely connected with finances, both in importance
and‘ral&uion, 15 home @nviranmenﬁ. |

Gs This study found that there wes a greater difference
‘in the parents of the two groups than with the boys and girls
themsaelves, |

| 6. The casuses of thé elimination of students a¥ Central
Junior High School, Kansas Gity; Kansas, place the problem
beyond the sgope of the school. A better housing progrem is
nmmdwd which would bring about better home environment, Some
form of sdult education should be esteblished. séeial vorkers
sould be used in the seoticns of the district where there was

a high elimination of students.






A CQOPY QF THE (UESTIONNAIRE
GIVEN THE TWO GROUPS

1, Is your father living? At your home? If not, where?
,&Q‘Waa your father born in the United States? If not, where?
. How many years of sohooling did your father have?  Your
4, Does your father have steady employmeni?  Where?

6. What kind of work deoes your fether do?

6. Has he aver been on yellef? How long?

7, Does your father want you to gquit school? Does your mother?
B, Is your mother living? At your home? If not, where?

9. Was your mother born in the United States? II not, where?
10, Is your mother working for payf If so, where?

11. Do you have & stepemother? Step-father? How many step-
brothers? How many siepe~sistera?  Ages

12, Has youy father been married more then once? Has your
mo therd |

18, Do your papents own the home in whieh you live? Rent?
14. How maeh per month do you pay for house rent?
18, ﬁa.yau have & telephone in your home? City water? . Gas?

16, How many rooms dose youy family oeoupy? Do you have &
bathroom?

17. How many persons ogoupy these rooms? How many are members
of your family?

18, What dally mewspapers do you take?

19, Whet magawines do you have in your home?

80, Does your fanily own a oar? What model and kind?

21, Do your parents object to your deing achool work at home?
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How many brothers living? How many dead? How many slsters?
living dead .

How many brothers do you have older than you? How many
youngesxr? : \ : ‘

How many sisters do you have older than you%? How many

- younger?

Give the ages of your breothers and sisters.

Do your older brothers help auﬁparﬁ the family? Do
your older aisters help support the family?

How many bloeks do you live from school? Do you ridet
If so, how?

What subject do you like besth What subject do you like
1@&3#? \ | ‘

Do you dlslike one bescher very mmoh? Do you dislike
more than one teacher?

Do you like to play hookie rroﬁ sehool?
Do you aﬁr& what people think of you?

Do you wan® to have & good reputationty Are you ever
ashanad of your famlly?

Do you think it pays %o go to school?  Are your bast
friends in school?

Do you‘pl&m to go %o high sohool? De you expest te
graduate from high scehool?

Do you think the best boys and girls go to high school?
Do you believe everything the teacher tells you?

Did you ever want to yun away from home? Do you like
to help around home?

' When you are through school, what kind of work do you

want to do?

Would you rather go to work for pay now than %o go %o
school?
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ire you dolng any kind of work for pay now? If so, whate

How many houxs per week do you work? How mmoh per week
do you earn?

What work are you responsible for at home?

Will you admit when you have done wrong?

Do you like to obey the law? Do you like policemen®
Do you go to Sunday school or church? What church?

Do you Like to go awimming? FPlay baseball? DBasketball?
Tennis?

Do you ever go %o baseball gamesa? Basketball gamest
Football games?

Do iou like %o go to movies? How many do you atVend per
weak?

What kind of movies do you anioy mosty VWesternt Detective?
Love stories? Comie?  lMusloal? &

Do you play any musican insirument?

Do you smoke? How muoh do you spend per week for candy?
How much money do you spend on yourself per week?

Where do you get thim mouey? '

Do your eyes bother you? Do you wear glasses?

Do you %ire eagily when studying? Do you have headaches?
How many hours of sleep do you get? Do you sleep alone?
Do you eat three meals & day regularly?

what do you do when you are not working or sleeping?
What do you do in summeras?

How meny years have you lived iu Kanoas City, Kensas?
How long have you lived at your present addross?
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How many different sochools have you attended?
In what states have you attended meohool?
Have you spent eny two years in & gradey If so, what

. grade?
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Have you missed any terme of school bessuse of sickness
or quarantine?

Have you akipped eny grades? If so, what grades?
Do you think you should have & jJunior high education?
Have you ever been bafore Judge Meade? If so, vhat for?

What grade school did you attend? Do you want %0 be
in sohool®?

What were your reasona for drmgpiaﬁ out of sohool? Poor
grades, Laok of elothes, Poor health, Help support family,
too far to go, Work at home, or

Parents reasons

Address W

Remerks i

0D



