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CHAPTER l 

INTRODUCTION 

THE PROBLEM 

Each year educators, wherever their fields lie, are faoed with new 

problems and with the necessity for finding solutions to these problems. 

Everett Dean Martin says, "Education is a slow growth and cannot be 

1 forced. We cannot manufacture itJ it is a living thing.'' From this we 

see, that all the educati~nal problems will never have a final settlement, 

but they will go on and on, growing and growing. as long as life is, 

beoauae education is life. Never before has education assumed suoh 

importance as at the present time. All vi tal social growth and all plans 

for the solution of social and economic problema, with all the plans for 

the betterment of society, are of necessity founded upon the development 

of public intelligence through education. Educators and society as a 

whole, are now realizing that the education of the youth until he is 

sixteen, or until he has finished the public school requirements is not 

sufficient to develop this public intelligence. It is here that the new 

idea of education has oome ..... the idea of adult education, The problem 

that the writer has here is that of developing some principles of adult 

education for India. 

1 
Everett Dean Martin, "The Dangers of Demoora~y," Journal of 

Adult Education, p. 260·261. June 1929. 
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There will be aom.e differences in the principles to be laid down 

for adult education in India and those accepted for America. At present 

adult education in India oonsists only in making up to the adulta that 

wbioh they have missed in their earlier lite, !•!•• teaching them to read 

and to •rite, !here will be something on methods for this part of the 

problem ~ also principles for adult education in the thought of a 

continuing education. The principles for the last part o£ the problem 

have been gathered from a survey of the various types of adult educational 

programs in ..lmerioa. and in foreign oolm.trits. 

!HE REASON AND SCOPE FOR THE STUDY 

The writer has been, for fifteen years, in missionary work in the 

Punjab Province of the northern part of India. ~he line of work has been 

the.t which is called educational, though ia ndttdo:m. work: educational work 

is muoh broader and takes in muoh more than is oonsidered suoh work in 

.America. In the educational work in India, the .theory has been until juat 

about two years ago, that it was sufficient. to educate the children, 

leaving the adults alene. It 'W'&S thought that thus, in a oomparatively 

short time, the problem of illiteraoy would be taken care of and that the 

problems of the country 'Which e:dsted because of illiteracy vmuld be 

eradicated. But tor a number of' reasons this theory has had to change. 

And now within the past year,. every phase of mission work has, along with 

ita own problems, begun work in the f'ield of' adult education .• 

At present the main V«:lrk being done in this line is that of teach• 



ing the adult illiterates to read and write. The approximate figures 

2 given far the illiteracy of India is 90 per cent. 

The National Christian C0Urloil; a little more than a year' ago 

adopted the slogu; "Every Christian a Reader by ].941. ~• And with this 

as an aim, there is a great effort being put .forth now in India to help 

the adults make up fOf' the defioi.eneies of the p!a.st and to beeome literate. 

Thus tar, only the iarJa.ohillg of reading and writing has been st:reased• The 

writer expeots to enter into a ~rt of this work in a few months and the 

reason tor this study is two•tolda first, to .investigate somethin.g of "What 

has been done in the line o£ adult education tn America and haw these 

principles may be used or adapted in India. Also, the field of adult 

education is muoh broacil.o:r than that of teaching reading and writing. 

What .some Qf the other factors and neode a:Nt that rise in a program for 

adult eduoation, and how these may be me'b 1n India, is another reason 

for this study. 

THE SOURCES OF THE DA1'A 

The public press 4oes .not always oorreetly represent public 

opinion, but it is a generally accepted tact that it does strongly 

influence public opinion and that, as a rule., it is a fair inde:x:. of the 

trend of publio opinion on any important queet:ton exoept in politit:Hih 

Therefore this study has been based on a number of books that deal with 

2 . .'· 
The Americana Annual~-An Encyclopedia of Current Events. 

(New York: The American Corporat!'on~. 1M7), p,. lea. 
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the question of' adult ecluoation,. Periodicals,. especially the J.ourna.l of ----
·Adult :Eduoation,ha'lfe been consulted extensively. There is a great volume 

of xnaterial on the aims and p'osaibilities and requirements for adult edu• 

cation. Some material on What has been done in foreign countries has · 

been obtained fran The lduoational Year Books of various years sinoe 1928. - ----
There is very little mat;erial available oonGerning India, as pra.otiae.lly 

nothing has been done .there in this line. Current newspapers of America 

and India have been aouroes of some inf'ol"'D18\.tion and suggestions.. The 

following ia. a list of the ourrent periodicals whioh have been used 

extensively. 

Journal of Adult Education 
School and Society 
The ldu~at1ona.l Fonlll: 
The Educational Year Books 
Journal of Negro Education 

The books used and the newspaper articles selected are to be found in the 

selected bibliography. 

THE l4E'l'HOD OF PROCEDURE, 

The material coneulted has been periodicals of tho past eight or 

ten years. The books u11ed have been. those y;:ublished since 1928. There 

is no older material available as the subject has come to the fore in 

the ~.a.st eight or ten years. To get a general idea of the trends of 

adult education in America a large number o£ books and periodicals have 

been read,. all ot'whioh do not appear in this study. but which have given 

ideas of what is being done. 
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After the preparation of a bibliography, the study was divided into 

two parts. The first part contains ~ general discussion of the problem 

of adult eduea..tion••the need., the ways of handling,. and the values. The 

first part also oont.ins a partial surv~y of projects of adult ed~oation 

in .Am.eriea, also in some foreign countries._ The second :t:art contains a 

brief summary of the preaent•day educational polioiea of India. and. the 

need tor adult education there. From. the condi-tions and 'the work being 

done in America~ s~ principles have ,been developed for adult educational 

programs in India.. The writer has attempted, aa far as poesible, to set 

forth principl-es that are adapted and usable for India. Oare M.s been 

made to carry forward no :aituations nor plans which are ava..i.lable alld 

wo:rth ... while in .A:m.erio.a but would be foreign to life in India.. :Part one 

has ita own 8U1Qlllary oonoerning the adult educational program· in .America 

and in foreign countries other than Ind1-.. The tummary cf Fart two gives 

in brief' the atatements o£ the principles tor India 'Wh.ieh have been 

develeped more fully in the body of the seoond part of the study. A 

bibliography completes the study. 



CHAPTER II 

A COMPARISON OF GENERAL EDUCATION 

AND ADULT EDUCATION IN AMERICA 

In the beginning of the discusoi.on of a.dul. t education in America. 

it is well to see what ia the general meaning of' the term education., The 

conception of eduoation has made many ohangea since ·those that gripped 

the minds of the early educators lrilo started our :first schools. Until 

comparatively reoent time the oonoept of education was that it too~ place 

in the school house, f'ive days a week, and that it was preparing for life. 

!here were certain skills wbioh must be :maatered and certain facts learned 

in order that one .might be fitted to go out into life. ttFor all it waa 
l 

a getid.ng rea.dy to live, not a doing•now." I£ we e.ttempt to state a 

present day aim. for eduoation we find ourselves in. diftioulty. It is no 

longer poasible to set down a set ot educational ••objectives" and point 

to them. as the end o£ eduoatiQll• Whatever we may say about odu.oation, it 

is a process of growthJ it moans a libo~ation ot capacity. Kilpatrick 

says that real education humani:es, not by moulding one into unthinking 

aooeptanoe of preestablished patterns, but by stimulating to a reconstruction 
. . 

of the outlook oo life • 2 Be says £urtbe r tha. t Progre sd ve education seeks 

1 Harold Rugg, American Life and the School Cur~ioulum~ (Dostont 
Ginn and Co., 1936), P• 126. ---

2 w. H. Kilpatrick, the Edu.oa.tiona.l Frontier. (Mew York• 
Houghton Mifflin co., 1935),-p;" 3S. • · 

; 
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to eaoape from compartmentalization. The emphasis falla on continuous 

reoonatruetion ot expcerienoes. This muet take the form of aotual living 

and doing.
3 

Therefore the school must be a place where not primarily is 

knoriedge acquired, but it must be an ideal aommuni ty set•up in whieh 

pupils get praotiee in co•opera:bion. self-government. and in the applica­

tion Qf intelligence to difficult problems whioh arise. But the problem. 

here is not only the question ot the general theory of education~ it is 

that part oonoerned with adult education. Wha.t is -.dult educationf fher6l 

a.:re ~ definitions :f.'or it and 'many Q.i:m.s. fhe .A-dult :Eduoe:~ion OOlnlnittee 

o:f' Great Britain de.finea it to be tta.ll the deliberate oftort by which men 

and women attempt to satiety their thirst tor knowledge, to equip then .. 

Sf!tlves tor respontd.bili'Uy as Gitiuns and membflrs ot •~ciety, and to find 
. 4 

opportunity for self expression." ~o some, the question of adult edu• 

cation m.emu the teaohing of illiterates to read and to write, or making 

up to the~ What they havf!t misaed. To others it means the ~ricanization 

ot the foreign ... born; and to others it signi:f'iee vooatio:nal training. All 

these are bound up in the gp.estion of' adult education, but adult eduoa.tion 

itself goes far beyond all these ideas. A$ was said at the beginning of 

this ohapter, that eduoa.tion is a process of growbh and therot'ore takes 

the .form o£ actual living and doing, so we find that adult eduo111.tion is 

3 !bid., P• 76. -4 
Great Britain Ministr~ of Reoanstruotion, Final Refort.~ 

Adult Eduoat!o:n Oomro!t~ee. 1§ 5";""" tonaon, 
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5 a process of growth. Adl:dt education is 'baSEJd on the ta.et a.nd the 

recognition that e!llu.oation is a life•long proi:U:Jae, and the Wli versity 

graduate• a.a nll a.s the fll>urteen year old who 'h&s lett sohool, is in 

constant ne·ed of .further training, inspira. tion, and mental growth J that 

the tJOaining in schcol and c:ollege is neeE~narily lildted to fundamentals 

and that the real development of the individual lie:s in thilt independent 

effOf't of Uf'e after the regular school days. 

The following exerpt ia taktn trmn «Educating Adults" in School 

and Society which gives a. good idea of what Adult Education should bet6 

1. Adult Education is not something separate and apart from. 
the whole educational program, but is an integral part o:f' it. 

2. There is no method for instruction speoifioally identified 
with thAt of Adult Jduea.tion that is not equally important 
in other fields of eduoation. 

3. Quality in education must be objective• not mass production. 

4. No educational program is durable that does not take into 
aco()unt the abiliti•s, the oharaeter,. the needs, and. the 
interests of the participants. 

6. There are in reality two general fields of Adult Eduoation-­
f'orme.l and informal. 
Fonnal education is that type in which the :participant seeks 
knowledge with the hope of receiving some tangible reward 
for hie efforts. 
Informal education ia the s~e thing without reward. In­
vestments in Adult Education are not justifiable unless it 
oan be shown that profitable returns will result in the 
forms of new ~tlooka, new interests, new possibilities in 
leadership, individual improvement,·a:nd social change in 
adult life. 

5 C£. ante., P• 6. --
6 Alonzo G. Gr~oe, lfEdt.toating Adults," Sohool and Society, -------March 1930. PP• 672·674. 



6. It is the praotioe in :many fi<1lds of Adult Education 1UJ 

well as in other fields of the whole educational program. 
to enoourage the individual to pa.rtioi:pate by reaeon of 
the monetary r~rd whioh an education insUl"aa,. If this 
ia true, it is fundamentally a wrong stimulus. Eduo~tion 
:uru.Gt tend more and more in the direction of training for 
oonaoioUIJ leadership, 

1. Adult Edu~ation should mean, therefore, (l) education for 
constructive oitiaenshipJ (2) education for wiser use of 
leisure timer (3) education for health; (4) education for 
fundamental skill$ md toolss and (5) education for 
parenthood and parental education-. 

6. The Adult !dueation program must be built upon the genui.:rlAil 
interests, needs, and abilities o:£' the adults who constitute 
the potential progr~. 

lm a.rtiole in the Libra:ry Journal, May 15, 1925,. says that adult edu• 

o,ation differs from other forms o£ eduoa.tion in three partioul!U"'lSH 

(l) Ita a.iln is to provide for vital eltoha.nge o:f personal e:x:perienot~; 

9 

(!) the teacher pe;rfor.s the function ot guide and. stimulator,. but never 

that of law giV$rJ (3) real education must not have its root6 in external 

authorities but rather in personal experienGes with reality. 7 

If one worth while thing has e:merged .from. the World War a.nd its 

atter:math, it is that people have been forced to think. Dazed, confused, 

troubled, th6ir means of livelihood vanishing, their foundations of 

eoonomio and political stability oracking a.asunder, with b~ilderment 

in their minds, and. heaviness in their hearts, they began to S$a.'t'Oh for 

understanding, enlightenment, guid.noe, and direction. They felt the 

1 "Adult Eduoation1 A creative Opportuni·by,n The Library Journal, -------May 161 1925 1 P• 445. 
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need to read, to study, to do something to %-again lillaonomio equilibrium, 

individually and aolleotively, and to.make a recurrence of. the same 

happenings impouible,. they began to go to the public libraries; they 

crowded ii:he lecture forums. They went back to eohool informal and in• 

formal etudy groups in the religious eentere and in afternoon and evening 

schools, in the oorl"espo:ndenoe ooursea, on the farm. in the camp, and in 

to the science ot war, but to the arts of peaoe,--millions strong,--

8 the vast army of adult education. 

Education at the present time tru!sumes a more important plaae than 

it ever has before. Dictatorships and democracies alike recognize the 

importance of public education, but with thia vital diff.'e:r0noe: In 

demooraoies the emphasis is upon the development of public intelligence 

through education; in dictatorships the eaphasis is upon. the control of 

publia intelligenae for the be:a.etit of the dictator,. That vital difference 

means true education on the one hand and indoctrination or propaganda on 

the other l:and. 

What about adult education? With the disappearing of our natural 

frontiers and the resulting retardation of our rate o:f' industrial growth, 

plus the rise in the cost of 11 ving, have oome delayed :marriage and a. 

declining birth rate. ,. ••• • Were it not that naedioal res&&l•oh and 

the conquest of disease have increased lite-expeotanoy by twenty years 

within the space of thirty years. we should now be showing an actual 

a Charles :Mishkin, "The New Eduoation for Adults, II ~~, 
January 1938, PP• 312"Sl5M 
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decreasing popula.tim., As it is., rur population is now shifting to the 

higher age braobts., and the median age of the people of the United States 

has risen from 17.,2 years in l8SO to 26 .. 4 years in 19.30. Thus a grea.te:r 

p.eroentage of us are adults and cm:r years of adult lite are extending• 

and groater tha.n ever bEtfore are the present needs :f"or and the importance 

of adult education. Ia ther old pbiloaophy of life, education was statio. 

It oonsisted of mind d.evelo.pmant and memtal diaoipline and of the develop• 

ment of habits and skills. Leerning na ti. capacity &nd therefore should 

be oonf'ined only to those who had such oapaoity. In the early philosophy 

of education it us thought that only the young had this oapaeit:~r for 

learning,~~ so opportunities :for education were given only to the yolm.g• 

Another early conception of education was ·that 1 t wa.a a preparEl.tion for 

life, and that when one had ):'e~ohed the age o£ 16 or 16 years he had 

completed hie preparation and no long&r ha.d the oapaoity tor learnisg. 

These ideas~ while perhaps sufficient f0r a slew moving soo;J.ety, certainly 

have no pla.oe in the accelerated pa.oe of life as it ;.s today, induatria.li.zed 

and oommeroialiaed. 

We know now that education is not just a <:~a.pao:tty, .bu:t it is muob 

more, it is an activity, Education j,s not only for the you11g, but for 

all ages, old and young-not just through high 8Ghool and possibly o(l)llE~ge, 

but it continues from infancy to senility,. Ec!'tl.oat:ton is. no longer .merely 

mind development and mental discipline; it is no.t merely the development 

of skills and habits, but in addition to all of these i·b concerns itself 

with every phase of the learner--his health, hia oharaoter, his personality, 
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his fllu1tisided growth1 his emotions, his adjustments to his environment:. 

and his participation in the life of' th& community. local or geMrah 

Education is broad .now narrow; life-like.not artificial; flexible, not 

orysts.liaedJ individualized, not standa.rdh&dJ adapting the best o:£ 'bh.e 

past for the needs Q£' the present and the hopes of the future, not blindly 

following the prejudioee and worn-out notions of the past regardlees of 

their unsuitability to the conditions of today. Such a philosophy of 

eduoa.tion does not dis.,oura.ge adult education, but on the contrary, 

regards it as a component part of the entire educational program. 

Participation is the key to social consciougness. and adults need con­

tinued education and study, if th~ are to assume the responsibility for 

upholding oivili~ation • 

.tunerioa. needs facts. but she needs mre the ability to analyze.. , 

classify, and draw aonolusions from the faots now in our possession. 

There is ample illfomation in almost every line# :l.:f' properly undoratood 

by the ma.s1es1 to f.'ree us in a large measure from poverty and ori:m.e. !n 

formal education we stress the acquiring of :f'aots, but in adulthood we 

should emphaaize the un of theae f'aots. I.t' all adults were trained to 

do soienti.t'ia thinking., th$ propagandists would soon vanhh .from our midst-

It is almost trite to say, ·bhat, due to invention and diaooveriee 

old. oooupa.tions pass away over night and new ones oome into be'ing, all of 

which presents a serious problem. Re-education for a new job is definitely 

a responsibility o:f' society and we ~ve done comparatively littl$ about 

it, due to the la.ok of funds to pa.y teaohers, inadequate equipment and 
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auppliesJ and in the opposition of the :f$w who may engage in the occupations 

in Which the training should be given. The adult eduoation movement then 

implies that society is under obligation to prov:id." the necessary equip• 

ment, adequate cla.ssroonu~ and J.a. boratories, oom.petent teachers. and leaders, 

and money with mioh to compensate the active workers, in order that 

oivio, cultural, recreational, ~d vocational education may be made 

available for all a.dults.9 

Rowland Hays, Preeident of the University of Omaha, said last month 

b!9f'ore the educational group at Atlantic City that adult education must 

be produced as well as sold,10 There are two wa;ya of promoting community 

interest in adult eduoation~~one is to have so~thing in the way of ·adult 

education which people wantJ second, to tell them about i-t.. Under the 

problem of having something mioh people want are two ooneiderationtu 

(l) what is to be taughtJ (2) how is it to be taught? Will it be loncs ... 

time individual oollege eduoa.tion., or will it be aeleotive courses a.i't$r 

oollege? But one important thing is that we should. stop nrming O'!fflr 

adul~3 courses intended and designed for adolescents in their late teens. 

From the standpoint of the n8W regime of individual liberty againat 

obodienoe to authority, this collapse of authoritaniam and th6 constant 

stream of unending problems m1oh confront the adult on every side, make 

the need for prf:3Sent· adult education tnore urgent and xnore neoe.asary than 

9 The Gist of the Atlantic City Meeting. Amerioan Education Press. 
Ino. Columbus, OhiO • ...,-hird Iesue, 1938. 'p. "1. 

10 Loc. cit. --
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ever. As long as life oonsbted in being in authority to, and. subservient 

to, a social order that was fixed and doled out pieoe by pieoe to the 

individual, it was possible to think of. one being prepared for this kind 

ot a lite in a set time. But as we have had to get away from the idea 

that life was something that we entered as we beoam.e adults or that school 

WS.IIJ a propa.ration for this futur.e li.fe # so we have realized to a greater 

or leu degree that a do:um or sixteen years of schooling towa:rd the 
i' 

beginning of lif'e is not adequate.. As we see the set-up of tho world in 

oonstant change, conditions of life from beginning to end never at rest 

but constantly being required to make new adjustments,. to f(:;el that a 

sufficient supply of education to last for all of life, can ever be 

gathered, is an absured assumption. Every confronting situation of 

difficulty, every turn in life, almost, demands new knowledge and new 

learning wi. th which to fact it., This continual prooes111 of study and 

learning, especially as intelligently directed to the best poss.ible 

cumulative results, is ~at we oall education. If we then aooept this 

statement as our idea of education, then it is inevitable that for a decent 

civilization we muat contemplate a state of affairs that approaohea continual 

a.ll';"'inolusive adult study of lif.e•s problemEh Education thus conceived 

ll means intelligence and progress. 

This ends the discussion of the place of adult education in our 

educational set~up in America. ~he next chapters deal with a survey of 

some of the adult educational proi}ects in Atneri(.tlh 

ll Wm-. H. Kilpatrick, "The New Adult Education." Ed\HH!I.tiona.l 
Frontier, (New York; D. Appleton .. Century Co., 1935), PP• !23-124, 
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ADULT lroUCATIOli FOR ITJLITEIU'l'ES IN THE UNITED STATES 

William 11,. Kilpatrick eays1 tbet 1111t~raoy is a handicap not only 

to th• illiterates th,.elvea, but to our 'Whole pi"odu<ltive ay3t0l!t-. From. 

·a mere producrtd .. on•ot""g<J$drt print or view w nutst ·raise th• eduoat:tona'l 

level et large numbers of our pe~ple.. The coat in dollars would be mere 

than ortse'b by the a-dded in®m.e to the oountey at large. 

man.nert 

Professor William. s. Gray defines literacy in the following 
2 

fly literacy ia nwant that level ot aohiev·'lll$nt in language 
arts whioh enables adults to read: and underitand simple news""' 
paper aooomxte and varied types t>t p:rtnted aterial of similar 
difficulty; to carey on pEtrao!lal oorrtsponde:noe and to partioi• 
pate in other simple aotivit1•1 Htuiring the ability to read 
and write. 

Ee says further that after lit•raoy has been Haohed• the .next step ln 

adult eduoa~ion should provide far bis ne~ds and th$ largest problem 

is to find and mab aooesdble suitable materials, things thoroughly 

oonorete 1 yet adapted to the :mature mind. The educational neede of' 

auoh adults should be studied IU1d courses ott•red that will best provide 

tor) such needs. Ths age or attaining one • s litenoy does :not nutterial~~ 

affect his needs--that the things moat important to adults are the eame 

whether they learn to read at six1 sixteen, or sixty. 

1 
lim •. H.- Xilpetriolc, 'The New Adult Eduoation,n !!!!, Educational 

Frontiers. New York& The Century co. P• 129 
Wllt4. t I'-"-

2 
W • s. Gray~ ttAft~r ti tera.oy•-what? 11

, Soh()ol ~ ~ooiet;z, 
May, 1932. PP• 609•613• 
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In this a tud7 ft are :not ooneerned in the reaaone for the mount 

of illiteracy fou.nd in the Ullittd states. We Jhall not stop to diaou11ui 

that_. 13ut 1ns'tead we sbe.ll see what has been done in adult eduoatton to 

eradinte $\lch 1l11iieraoy. 

:tlllwraey,. taken in the sense of the i:nab1l!:by to :road at.ld write 

ie a m&na.e to any oivtliJation.,, An army of illiterate• with their 

'ba..nners ot 'blill.etkl'le8a and dat'kl'less i:rtaori'bl\ld 'W1 th th& legends o:r ignorance 1 

oaFe1essnEJss 1 helpl<UJ.sne1as, wakness; and hopelessness WAkes for anything 

tllnd everything enctpt the highest goo<l socially and any degree ot prosper• 

:tty, f'or either the indi"rldual oonoerned or 'the oo:mm.unity rartd. nation in 

whioh he lives,. P&:rhaps 'hhe :f.gnoranoe haa not been wholly their O"Wn 

faults perhaps it luul 'been laok ot oppo:r'bunit~· because· of J?Oftrhy or of 

' inaoeeauibi11ty of learning .raoilitiel\l.," But what &Yen• the Cel"'l!fe the 

effeat and the result is tn. eaxne. 

To "Wili t tor a generation of illiterate I~W.n and women and oM.ldren 

to die U a alw and c!Ltl!lag:t:ng prooetlh 3 'rbere ia a shorter and bett&r 

way to ilhe reduotion a!l.d elimination of 111lterao:y a.r has been prowd by 

som.e Europetm 19tates anrl by sporadic etforia .ln thia aountry,. to vdtJ '!'o 

teaoh the-se grawn ... ups 1n soh ols organized eapeoially tor them, to read 

and to write, ~d probably something mortl thaXl jutt this. To be con• 

sid.ered ill the question of Ulit&raoy are not only tho~~Je who haw never 

learned to read and write 'but also those who haw bad a ~~l.l amount ot 

3 
ttilliteta.oy in the United. Stat&s and an Experiment for Its 

Elimination. tt Uni '!ied States Burt au of Education Btt1.letl:n,. 1913 •. No. 2. 
Washington, n. a'. GOV&:t'l"JJM.nt'"Print1ii$ ol'l'to • .,' I .. 
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of aueh• 'but not enough to oar.ry over into the life a1tuat1Gltai: in which 

they filad tbtlndelvea required to live, F.or this group it is not 10 much 

an entin m.aldng up te them ot what thty- have missed; but ot a oo:ntinuing 

et 'lilat ilbty atar'bd,. 

iehoeh whioh ha.'ft had a great share in adult ed.uoa.tion along the 

line .Of d~ a•y with the ill~ttraey ha:ve been the night l)choola aa:wied 

<tn bt ~rlwt pane ot eur 001mtey. fhe w:C!>rk of one aohool i.a cited. ln 

0rd•r to l&II!!On or as nearly aa poeeSrble el:l.mil:l$te the il.l1ter:aey tn Rowan 

Q.uttty" Keniruoky, night eohool~J wre etarted by lirlh ao.:ra WUael!l stenrb, 

All the regular toho&l teaehers •t thAi~ e~tr :oeapended to hor oall tt.tr 

atHJ1atanta. ~n tlw tohOGll thr~ugh the: oounty YfUre opened it waa toultd 

that on.-tbitd et tht 1l1ite~ate populatiw:t · o:r 'bbe· o<~unty ns enrolledt· 

!here wore 1800 men and ~n. rtnngin&. in •ge t~ 1B ~:ftl's to 86 years 

eli who .... , some to add to • megw fdueatie 8ot1ve4 in the inadequate 

aei oolcr ot tb.o!r ohildhood.J 111ame wre there to reoeiVEJ th11lr firtt lenons 

b :Ntading ud wrlti.ngt There •re not only Ul.1t$ratt :tamer• and their 

illiterate 1dve~t 1 and. sons; and daugh'lH;tra, but there wn illiterate 

:merobants and shopkeepers) there wre illitera'b& :mini•ters -.n<i lum'bal"lllEtn• 

:M0thttx"*• 'bctnt and grey oame that they might lecam to read letters from. 

absent sona and daughters, and that they1 in turn,. might write to. thfmlt 
4 

Krs. Stewa.rt says of themf 

They had all the e.xouses and all the barriers any people might 
otter-high hills, bridgeleEts streams, rugged roads.., weariness 
.trom. the day• s bard toil, and the shame of beginning study so late 
in life, and all the other rea$ona poeeibl&J but the~ were not 



a-~teldng exottsea ... •they WE~ra sincerely and. ee:rneet1y seeld.ng 
knowledge. The1~ interest, their zeal; and th~tir enthusiasm 
•e wonderful to witntllUh , ,. •. fheir d•ligh'b in 'learning and. 
their pride in their a.ohiewments exo6ltded any joy thQt I 
have ewr witne•aed* 

Thtn ha-ve been otbltr euoh sehoola aoatt~t:rtd. ,_n similar regions 

throughout the! U'n!te4 Z't«teuu Th• result• have all bsen the same as 

16 

bt :RO'Min Oounty. Tbeae many suQ'<itllU!Jes haw proved thsti it it n't>t ao 

diftittult for illiterate grown""Upe to 1•m ae it h••· gener«lly been 

wppos•d• !hey learn in a wry thort tim~ ·!£ givtn the oppoll'tumi:ty. 

Reading and. llll"iting and ar.ltl'llnttt1~ arE~ simplt; sub$itets whtn •ture mind.$ 

are oonoentJ~t:ted upon th•• A oh11d. of ordl)ltu-w mi,nd Q4Jt be taught t:o 

read and wri:te in three 01! four 'Wectkl; the adult ()aft do at letl\ttt as 'Well• 

.Another signif'lMnt ta¢rb that bas been brought out by these 

schools ha.s 'been that adults of lbd. t•d educrtltian do taktt ad~ntage ot 

the opportunity to l!Eltunl to aehool tmd to il'.lere«.re their knowledge. 

Along with the tea.ohing or reading and wr1 ting in these aohoole there 

wre al~Jo ftluable oral lessons and discnuJieiO!'le held in language., history~ 

and geo~~phy, in oi 1d.os end •~mi tat ion,.. b agri oul ture and ho:rticul tu:r• • 

More than one actul t found ill the day ao hoo1 a lengthened opportunity 

after the night-eohool had olosed* A man Ncleemed from illiteracy heea:me 

at once a source of adlnin.tion and pride-net only to ldJrutel:r,. but to his 

tandly and to his neighbors., .And., U.lce most new oo.n wrta~ to a oause ho 

exceeded the old adherents in zeal al'ld loyalty and becuame a most enthusiastin 

advocate of the cause of eduoa:tion, faithfully l!lupporting the oompulsory 

sohool law, the SQhool Improvement Sooiety1 and all the aide to eduoation,. 
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!he $olut1oxa q;t ~~any or the problema or the day aohools <:;all!.& about through 

'bht night tohoallh h~nts 11 whG after theJ beoatlit stulllentd, eame to eee 

the l'llih,euitl ot tertain improvement$ tG) whioh the~ had hith$Mio appe.:r• 

ently oeaxt blUldt It 'WaS aaid t.:hat in one diat:rht ~e:re for twenty 

~a:ra the ob!.ldre.:m. had heppe4 across the <Jreek frmn one ston• til> anoth•r 

8Jt4. had $.o:ftmaled up a •t•ep tlippery bank to the aehool.,. the ;pa.Hnts 

and ua.ndpa.renta hopped and s<.Jreuabled bu.t a raw nights until they .4.h• 

G'overed 1hat a ft~~•brid.ge aorose the atl'$am was e~n immediate ~e,ess:lty 

lAnd the agitation tor th~ said brld.gEJ ftS begWt a;t onae., 

William. s. O:rsy' s ~npa,~. !.2;: Teaehe1•s ,2! Adutt }l1,~<;tP,J-!ntarz studenta 

gi 'lief! four aims fo>r the drilling on seemingly oomrnonplaoe "tool,, attbjeotll 

tor tbit teaoh•rs ot illtter·ate a:dulteu 

1. To :f'custer a.ttitud(tt ot mind and to dewlap il'rli$r~ats and 
oape:oi tits in their students wh:Loh will help them ahould:e;r · 
thei:r own responaibil:tties and m&et ocm:~n'l.mi ty problems mon . 
hopefully and more intelligE~mtly. 

2, To dewlop lel!•ooni"idenoe in theee ciit'.fi.tJUlt adults 'by 
helping them to t$Oape hand1oaps ot ill.i. terao;v and to 
stand on an equa.li ty with their. £&Uh'lh 

3. To seek with tbttil" etudents ftY~-· wh1oh will had to highvr 
plan•s c:rr living. 

4. To stimulete an interest in X'$&d!ng and study in those 
adults who attain tunotion!ng literacy whioh will not end 
with ro:rmal training but will continue thxtoughout U:f'e, 5 

As one oonsidere these aims it is ob~oua that the ma1ter of the toola 

of learning is euential to the attaim.,nt of thest objeotiveo.. lnstruo• 



tion must be provided tor those e.bl& to p:rofi t by it until funotio:n:tng 

literao:y has developed,, that is, url'til adult ttlem«!lmte.:ry stud•nte oa:n 

and. do make full us<t of th& vadoum arts of languaget and ot number :tn 

m&9t1ng theil' p:raotioal 21$eds. 

ao 

Tlw aimc and pll:nfll fo-r adult eduo·at!on with nat:t"•bol'n i!U.t·ers:tes 

varies •~t frol¥1 that :required for the :tlliterate .fO!"elgn•born,. thougb 

hl many w;ys there are g)'llt:at similari tielh The quee~tion of' what. ha.e been 

done with tlw foreign-botn 1s disoue111ed in tha foll0w!~g ohapt~trt. 



ADULT EDUCATION FOR TilE FOllli:tGN-BORN 

lnttru<Jtion in E'bhios 11nd. in c1tbenahip training :f'ot- the foreign .. 

born, treque~ntly caller! i:mmigrant education, is one of the, old$St formi!J 

of organized adult eduoation ln the Uttited Stateh B1noe 1eeo1 the 

admission of aa,ooo.ooo immigrants into the i:fnited Statee has giw!l rbe 

to oe:rtain speo:bil ed:uot:tional needs., 'l'hi!J bulk of this great foreign• 

bo:rn population has needed to le-arn the leguage of thei:r new oottatey1 

to aoquit'e auf'tioient knowledge of American history and governm&nt to 

quality for .1\.mtJ.Pioan ci tisenship1 and to adjust themael V$8 to tht ocm• 

ditiona and institutiO!WI! <11f thdr new &tt'f'irG:rmlt$llt• to J\eet the,se <!l&mands 

there ha1re been,, in the last twenty years ext!ltnsi ve o!euu:res in F.nglisb.,. 

and in oi 'Wi.oa # designed primarily tor tlwa• foreien•born, 

In a lfroader perepntiv.1 the educ;tst1onal ne-.ds of' the to~ign• 

born and the na:biw•born illiterate do not· vaey g:Natlyt Itrf;ef'es.t and 

inatruot1on in f'eading, m:udQlJ biology,. or ecOta®nios ax-e muoh the •am• 

whether the student was born in Itdy or" 1n IlH.noit, Study must be 

carried on through the medium of a familiar lengua~e 1 alil.d if the student 

does not know I!lngliah, SCI!);$ ether language mat be em!)loyed., l'or this 

reason there bslw been a number of eduaati<:>nal aoohtiee establiehEld ill 

1 
Dorothy ROM:len_. 11Adnlt Education and thEJ Foreign""'born. tt ~~ 

book o.f Adult EduQation in the United States, 19M. PP• 64•369. -- ' -----
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ef their $Wit natione11ty who come into Ji:rnerioa. They conduct a oone1der• 

able variety or alassest leoturea. and other eduoational activities in the 

~h&r•tangut of th~ir ~bers. The writer has had the pleaeure ot 

vieitin~ ont or two suoh organi~ationa in the East. A most interesting 

emt is in I~ Jersey for th& Ozeoho•slovakbnlh Many or this gro1.l.p who 

CCI:If!l8 over are those who 11d.11 engage in the st:Aoe bu.a:lnen.. For both m&n 

al'ld ~ there are greup msetinr::s held 'bwiu a week~r The majority of 

the men have e . .tairly goM. u•e of th& English language. But th4t majority 

ot the 'WC.I!Mn d~ not; so for the:m• bl!.u:r1d&s the oles·HUJ teaohing Eng1Uh,. 

there are olarutEus where they ere instructed ill the f!le:tetr educua.tion, in 

h.a1th and hyglene1 a~ in the civic life or their locm.lity,. On.e ve:ry 

interesting and "Werth while projeot carried. on is .. tn.t ot excursions t(!) 

all ~s of Jr.w Jer,sey and into New Yon 01t,- to e.equa.int the new people 

'lldtb the i!l'berwstillg and impo:rtmnt places n.tt!n.• at band, On one exoutelon 

the gl!'oup 111Gnt to a WJf'Y beautiful p.a:rk where people •:rtt allowed to 

w:lsi t and to pMJpare their f"ood• B\:tt th. rulers S;lld. regulations of the 

park and the •Y tc uae the playground apJ)-IU"a·bu.J ·end the oooldng tlPPtll'&tue 

•• d•nnonstrated to the gn>upt 1'hia was ea.:rried on 'by a group Of Czeoho.• 

slovakian WEmlen who had b&en here in .Am.eri~ an;~r• tram one year to 

'bel'! years. The most ot thlt education on the~ae exourt!ons .,.18:8 oarrl.ed out 

in their mother tongu•• 

I:n the early days of immigrant td.uaation moet ot the Il'Wthod.s of 

instruet1on were ill-adapted to adults and an att:l:bude or superior! ty 

was trequently !fhown by those in oharge• whioh 'MI.s,. ·1:\S might well be the 

J 



ln 1911 only New, Jeraey and Maesaahuttu~ttte had any legialmt1on 

bearing ~ tht lllttbjeot of' ilmnigrant Gduoation. By 1920, 27 states had 

sueh leghla:bu:rct; 18 of them eranting permission to local tohool 

authoritiwll! to establish olasses f'or the iruttruetion of" thf foreign,.. 

'barn, and nine l!fta'hea m!llldne; the eetabliahmtnt or such oluses ml:lndatory. 

By 1927 :tiv~ mort $'bat11ur had enacted lee;ideture in thh field. But 

in 111pi t• of aU th.b tegislation int€J.rest in immigrant education h111s 

dwindlfd greatly. Social agenoiee• taotori<iul• settlements, end other 

pri'VatEJ agenoit:t~ll have, :t:n generd relinquished most of their acti ~ties 

i:u 4duoat1ol!l tor the fordgn•born to 'bhe pubUa sohool 6yat&:ru, As a 

l"&$ult, a very large p~rt ot our non•F.ngliak speald,ng population has no 

clefinite oppoM'!ilJd.ty tr:rr ed.tJ.oatioJ:h There art a nutnber of etca.tes that 

t~t111 ha,ve· admirable progre:ms and e.re oonata:ntl:y exti!lntU.ng their aotivitiea 

1:1:1 'tlhis line. Calif'orn1a. Delawtlre, Oonneoticut, Kauaohus&tts, and 

New York are among the 1atates thet are doing Ol>ttstandi.ng work to pro"'ldde 

adequate edutaticmal oppo:rt~:t tie.s for their large tore:tgn•born populf.ltion, 
/\ 

Certain c:tties, M!.nneepolis and Weehi:c.gto:n, D, c. are doinp:; work of 

speoial exaellenee with separate sohoels deVt;>ted to da;y and evening 

el.e.sses tor 'bhete adults. 

lespitCJ ita short-eomings, 1mm1grant eduo~tion has aaoo.mpH.IfheHll. 

notable reBul ts. l:tund;reds and thouunds of :fortdgn. ... born meu and wom.en 

have b•e1'1 enrolled in pubHo aohool olaueAII trom which they haw dra11m 

in•luable instruotio:r11 enoOllrag<:~IM:nt. and st:il'lllllua. !t inatruotion htu1 



eft thu1 'be~m pertunc'bl)ry_, more often it hrur ~en intused with fin• 

t"fJeling ~u:ad d.tvG'blcn; In •xw state• the-re has be:~tn mn ho:ntst attempt 

to deal competently 'Wi'bh a dit:f'ioult p~oblem and by :metll'l.lil of teaoher 

training t~ promote skilled: and traot:f'ul in$truction. As a result 

immigl"ant tdttoation bee beE">n a human.id:ng moveme11t for pupil, tsaohar, 

snd Conm1Un1 t:r• For many a teaohez•, association \d th :men and "WOman ot 

other lands haa remaltad in inspiration and onlarged hor:l.aona. I.n :ntlllny 

co.mmu1:d. titH3 tmooead'ul olas :·tes have effeated a natv unders·handing and 

$pprEHliat!on or the imm:lgra:nt, his problems,~~ and l1ia achievements .• 

The 1;!onual for Teaoher€S or Adu.l t Elementary Students2 gi vas th:tee 

a!roa to be .oonsiderad in the b~gi:nning of adult education with a group o£ 

nonw.J!lnglish Sp$lllking Ulitfar&t&l!h First, teaeh the stud~~tnts to Ullclf\Jr• 

stand and use simple English relatincs tc;, preotioal situations in claily 

life by (')atablishing a woabulary and 1n :f'oming many of tha lmsto habita 

involved in underetand:t.ng and spaa.ld:ng English. Second:~ teach the student a 

to raoognize and understand a fl!fN important signa and directions anoo\.ttrl:uu•ed 

on the hi~h'ttays iimd the streets and in public btd.ldings. T.he praoM.oal 

valuo ot thh ie obvious. The large emphasis usttally g:t.wn in the 

'b•g1nni:ng in lessons with tW, non-English ~pe£~ld.n6 i111tam.atea may he 

se:rimu!!l;{ questioned. A re1:u:~onable :mastery of Or'l!!ll Flnglish is a pre ... 

l:'equ1s:1tt to rapid progress in barning ·to read. A third aim 1s to toaoh 

students to wr5:tra their nramee and addre$sas end to eni:Qe:a in $ te r Hi:mpl<lil 



as 

'Wl"i tins o~:a:rl.li·Ot$r'l'l• The E'lorly introduot:l.on o.i' hQndwri tinG h 11rompted 

lmrgaly hy the :f'aot that all ill:ttererh'3a .arll1 k&e:nl~' inte:r<Jt:rbed in loam ... 

ing to WJ."'i te tthe:i.t Btlina$ and El:t'El disa,P.!)Oi:O:hed if thh ii'J not forthaoming 

ver:y shortly. 



A SURVEY OF CERTAIN ADUJ~T l'JDUO.AT!OU PROJECTS IN Alnl:RlCA 

NAT!01{l\.t YOUTH A.t>M!Nl STRATI ON 

~he problems or youth reoei ved. special attention through the action 

ot the Fitdt:ral Gover:t'mlant in tht establishment of' tM N&tionlll Youth 

. 
projeots prognm was established late 1n l935t primarily to prov!d$ useful 

monle•bui.ld:t:ng types of work tor unemployed young persons 16 to 24 yea:ra 

ot age ino:lueive,. who were members ot fam11iea on relit£+ The ag411 limits 

fot eligibles 'W$re later changed to lB to U ye•n"s inolusive, and moet of 

the you~h ern.ploytd in the program. hill.VE~ been 18 to SO y&ars of' age. 

Total e~tnditures tor thia prGgl"$Jt will aggregate about $87 _.ooo.ooo 

by the end at tm preaent f'isoal ·year. At tht pe-ak of' the program during 

the last soho(!J1 year, 1936•1937, mo:r• than 435,000 high school• college, 

and \Uliverdty I!Jtudente raot!d .. v•d aid..,l 

Although relief'· waa one of the purp()ses in establishing the youth 

works projeets 1 rehabilitation and the stimulus ot &duoational interaats 

were also regarded as major obj~otivt'~& fX"om the tirat, :t'he you:ng people 

conoer:ned; men emd women in a. bout equal numbers, were. all out of soh) ol; 

unemployed, and gX"eatly in need of ~oational experience and training. 

!t WEUl thought that suoh experience migh'l:; be provided through the establish ... 



m.ent or su:tt111ble p:rojeots ot scaial value, Hourr of' work •re limi:tled 

to 70 per month wt th !lla:X:imum. etu•nings or $26 per month. 
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Thtt work projeats for youth. n:rt} l!!tboted,. 'Within the tu.nds rallotttd 

for f'aoh lrtatll:l1 ® tho 'btulb of t~ number of youns peopl• to ba employed 
\ 

Ol'l taGh projet~t, t:he length of timEr requirtd tor the oompletio:n or the 

projEtot, the e:xpe:rl.-e:nee t:o be gdned by those tl!+Ployed, and "::he benefits 

that the oo~'7lnnu-l!.ty will derive* Dl:n."'ing the month of .Apr11 19371 it 'I!WlS 

tound that 53 per cent o:r the youth W&:!."e ongegad in labour projoots, 22 

per cent in home eoonomios projeota, 18 per oent in pubHo ser'tdoo pro­

jaots* and 10 per oent in :re-C~reationd dewl.opmMnt projeotsJ the rel1la:1nder 

wre utilized 1n s wid~& wr:tety o:r ento:rprhtih 

The I!Jh1tif valtuu ot the yo1.ath trork pl"ejeote h«!t'W been found. so 

tar 1n their oontributions to rel.iet and in tt.*' .work experience prQnded. 

The tmployab:Uity of' the young people oonoe·rned haa been ittoroaB$d in many 

oasea, and in l'l\&ny itl.d:tv1dual :tnstfilllots they haw been able te de:Mlo.p 

ab:l.l:tt1ss t.Jf! a S$ti•ti1dlltd oha:raote:rt rn a t~ ins:tanoes, too eduoational 

rtsults of the work haVE~ been outst.anding, Enough t'U btal.'l aQ.oOl'llplishtd 

to indicate that a program oon!hining rolie:£' 1 weltare, and educational 

el'bjeotive" aan ·do muoh for the l"thabil!:tatM.on ot unemployed out•of' .. sohool 

youth- The program hae had the advturbage of :rtbtively low Qoat beos.uao 

most ot the young people so employed he:vt been employed in projtetB ao 

loo1ted that they oould x•en,ain i:n thoir ow.n hm'1181h Tlua wo:rk bee been 

dec:h.-mtra11"'ed a.nCJ tvery effort has been xnede to t:lnd oMupat.ions in the 

various looQ.l:l.titlll :ror its own yo\rlih, with th111 result •hilt muoh or th~ 



idle time and muoh ot the ability ot the ~emp1oyed young persona havt 

'b•en ude u~etul, both to themaelws a11d to 'bhe:tr oaa1wd.ty. 
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In a panel ~i•oueaion before the Peeitie lo~bw9at Adult Eduoation 

Asaoolation Qft April a, 19181 Orren R, tul1 eays, 

Oo:nmn•e has aokl'lowledged tha'b 41Ult\oation must be more tree. 
nert are m.Uliona wh0 oan onl;v aeo\U'• u eduoeid.on,_ particularly 
hightr eduoatio!tl., it i!l!lmut way il .:f'ound. to s;iv• the liftudent e ohenoe 
to ea.rn so.me moner· "YihU• he 11 attentlng aohool. lduoation it 
Hill the ;pri 'I!Jilege only of those eoonomloally able to atto:rd 
11:;,, I! jf • 

It 111 oommon lmowledge 'bhat tor 70 per cent ot our tamilba 
bavlng an atmt\al inoc:>l'ne at well Ulldtr 11500 there ia no m.e.rgln 
ot tuds with whioh to send their ohildren to institut:io:rus ot 
higher learning, And1 we have a large number ot young pe-ople 
deprived even &f ataondary aohoel opportn:u:tUiea. The oensu.e ot 
1930 shows that there wore nearlr ten million people in the~ 
thai-bed S'bates bt'bwtatl the agee ot 14 and 17 while tht total 
elU!'ollment in pu'blie end pl'ivete high eehoola was six million, 
or 60 :t*r eent of the totelt In the oolltp age group, 18 to 
21. only 11 per o•nt were attend.lng instiim:tlone of higher !tarn• 
1mg,. or a little ev•r- a million youtht out or ele'Vtn million. 
This leads u1 to the ~~Joncludon that acme urangeJtrlll'lnt eS:bhe:r 
within or without 'bhe Government. lt the spread of opJ])ortuldt1es 
:ts to oontinue InUSt be J)rovided te gl,; the•• yo\U:\g people, who 
are the great llX"lli.Y ot f'utu.re '1&' ••rning tem.tU.es, a ohinoe to 
ea:rn the1l" 'WaY through aohool. 

The National Youth .Administration ie one pattern that 11 cattempting 

to meet the•• si:tuatlions. O.naoall:y youth hli ''proved ot the aims of 

the Nationa1 Youth Administration as it now ttande. And those a.tms have 

lle•n, as stated on the previous page1 iso keep the morel and courage of 

youth intaot and to keep them in eol,ool and gi VIII them. work.\ Orren H. Lull 

saye further that 



Tht means to aooom.11lbh the t1rt.t aim it tht 1 tudtnt &5.4 
program. whioh hu provided 11.1ooiallr oon1truot1 w job111 tor ast 
avera~• of 4,ooo.,ooo high so' ool and oolbgt stu4tn:rb•a. lftttd 
has heen the pFedomixuatil\g :requlrtm.t:li11i in nleo'blq tu,p 
1tudAnt workers and while ruttcl te a rl\tl•tr nehulous tem, w 
are aate bl saJinc that tht -jo:r5.tr could n,ot baw reMt~d. 
in lltohoo1 without theme jobJ• Tbx!owin~~: eduoa:bhnal and soalal 
oonaUtl't1l<Ul• a aide 1 thil mea1u1 111 e:l..mpl.e teN~ et dt11aroa turll 
oents that for three and. a half million dollars a II.OJlth we ke,t 
tl'b least • tesnh of a milliq yaog poople ill llohetl amd o~t 
of the labor market. lt thtir being u eobool allowed twlr 
laeads to .t1nd jo\Jil to the extent. of: oit.te•btalt t~a Jtwa'bf,r1. 'Vn'tJ 
rll.$t1lll. that 1261000 families haw been .kept ott the relief l"ollh 

The n0oncl part of' our progrfUll. d.tdgrtecl tor out of sohool 
you:bh and aimed 'to eupply 'lb.$ moat Atn1itaille~t dtmeuHl .,r ;ywth ha't 
been the owation ot 7 .ooo work projeot1 runhhing p11rt•timl 
lllmplo:yment bd wu.,.e'V'&r poui'llllt telatt4 'tril!'ai~.Utl tl'llplO;yi%11 an 
av•n•a.g• of leo,ooo you:ng pee~ple. Ther have eu:ned on a:n awrap 
of $16 a l'll'ltn'bh,. Thh •1•,. •t emt»se., it ~J~Ui~ll, 't\tt to yGun& 
people who M'\1¥ g:rO'Wll up in the dtprtuion yeon and ha'Vt ne'V'iJl" 
U.:f'e~tt tarntd •· dtlla., by 'bl:M11S.r fi)WJt cpfton•, a J«¥ el\e'tk •t $US 
1s an important ldltl'knet • • .. 

'l'ht tblri blporiant phue ot our pr•gna 1nvel ,., vooational 
gu!unot u4 plaoeD..-t.,. :In ea,oh $1 tbe etttta e tf'V1tlUq 
pbn h U.dtr WIY in whioh young ,eeplt haw an •pporiauJ!Ii:tsy to 
lc:nu•n about tht -.rlo-ut 'trades '*' :proto• I!Jlti>nl tbe:t AJ:\Nal 11• 
them. Experbn!Md oOl.lrultllo:ra,. world.ng tlur<:Ugh u-hool&t 
lb\Jlt,..nt ••rn·"'' ud crbhtr agtftd.fUJ ••·lr•• 'tlht tlJifl.t)W•·' 
opportunities• pay, lilhanot!B tor ad.vano.,.n'b and other iapo:r'tant 
taotort 111 Ml:\Y tl.elu ot wort. 

Blslllentklly all of this ill a quutb:n et <t<m$er1finl ~ 
re~;~ourees, Gf OOl!lttr~ng youth'a s.n.t• eqaoltlta• In addition 
to p:rtpa)!!ation rw the ellje:v-nt ot a •~oh eultural lift the~ · 
ar• tlll.oed nth th4t nee4 ot preperaticm tor a hJppy anA etteotin 
worldng lite, 'the r«u11po11dbiU.ty ter tiirllbt.g tht u.tuts to 
aMo1nplbh this end 1nte tht ord.tred scht.wt ot thing• :reats u:pcm 
u.s all. I 

3 :tbid~ -
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CIVILIAN CONSJBRVAHON OORPS 

The iepo~ ot th$ Advisory Committee on Education looks toward 

the ametlcamation of the work o:f' the Civilian Consel"vation Oorps IUld that 

o£ the National Youth Adminb·ta."ation; The ao.nittee he• oaretull;y eon ... 

eide~ed th«i qtAestion1 and is ot the opinion that mahri.al ad.wntages 

would. :MI!!IUlt it the two prognu were broughb into a olose:r relationship, 

The eund.gnment o.t 1.11 program' ot work oamps 1 work project• for youth, 

and. •tud.ent aid. on a work bade. to a. sil'lgle Federal agenoy oho1.:1ld. <lo •h 

to bril'lg about 1tapro•d ooord.1netion o£ exi1ting programs.. 'l'hillt dngle 

new agenor might btt apprfllpr!atdy deud.gnated •• the National Youth Strviee 

Adnd.niatroation. The apnor ;hould be plaeed. h a departmelrti lnoludlng 

'health, ed:ttoatlsn, ta:nd 'miltuet i:f' 1uoh a departmJ~ should be eatablisb.ed.. 4 

~ O..S.ttee reeom.tllSnda ttrongly that the &cb.nS.n!~ortratlon of the 

oampe be pl$oed entirely upon a elldlisn basis. Notwithat~ndin~ the very 

Oortll.UinUblt t.ohi.VtXMU:ltiiJ ()£' the Amy du~bg th9 pi!ll"itd Ot tb. Corpe1 it 

b nt;'lt :tn the Anielf.1tan tradition to use the miU.taey ar.my dtU'ing any lone; 

period tor the aetendnation of oiviliau educational pol!oie'8 and the 

administration or a major eduoatio:nal mterprb•tt45 

There h a strong teellng that the atu.dent aid progl'IUI1 now being 

oaJlri~hi on by tht Natiol'lll Yeuth Adminlttration should be continued. 

4 The Adw.l.aor~ Qommitwe ~ IS:d:uaat10th Februi!U."Y• 193fh 
Washingtoi;""D,. cf. Unified miatos""lTOverhm.:nt Pril'lting Otfioe, P• 124. 

tS Ibid.,- P• 121.--
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The laid.~t !$ttbh .Adxdntetratl® eerrl.tUI Ott t1wo 1UjO:r aetirttiea. 

· 'I"hrcrlill!h lll1e it p.rl!ll-tl'&des joba on mwk pro.;Jee"tJs f>tn• ;young pereoxu11 who are 

a.tJ 1n ful!!lf'bt. attca4aaoe at soboo1, 1n<1 thl"ough the other 1t helpt 

JOUl:lS ptF&Dil t• ooniltnue tbe!.Ji' set:aoo1 e!' eoll.ege WOJ'k• In additio~, 
I ·, •· . 

the !itli.l~hmal. Youth Adtrd.lll:ia\ratla Gl'l'ld'li\ata wppltll!Atnta:ry •ot1'Vi'il'J¥ 

cliretted t-.rd. llnpr.-vi»a. e~:'h:teatloxutl•· veoatiaal, n-e~:r.atians.11 and 

ge.mtJ~~Jl tpponwi:tiea fol'l young IMtotl• throughout the <UHU'ltryt !btt 

Pf\•g•am h \Uill!et: t-lact diHot 1upetddoa •r aa Euo11tt:l,.. Direetor1. 

*l'POI.l!l'becl l»;r tht' frea1U.nfli.j 

Ilil Marth 1137 mrt than 4$11.100 yot.mg persona wre receiving 

a:es1stauaet -.dt:r t.h1t trbu~t aita pta~,. Alm"'b 86$}1000 wtl'e in h~ah 

teh0(;)l1 141•~ 'ltlfln:"t 'lalittl!'I;Nduatt oelleae l'is!Udfu~t.e, tmc!l well owr 1,000 . 

'WH"e clGin1 · ~tuaw .,k. Their ea..r.ning• an 1:bd.t•c!l.1 ll)n tht ••·rage. 

te ta 1 ••tb. tf thi'J are i¥l hlch tooool, $1& a mon'bh tt 'bhey are ee:U.•ge 

.UrgMduatelj a:tad tso a mentb it tiler are g:re4uat• ttuient111111 6 

The aposdon hall. gt.V$n rist to eel"talD ei\loathna1 dtw!Oopenta 

that are ratbtr ,,a,pid.onal, ttllltd imera;Nioylduoati~.mal Mealn.U'ttl• Tht 

U~ploy.mer.rb ie11et Aot lpprtwll in ?~«reb 1933 authorl»sed t.J:le P.Puid9lllt 

t• employ eitbftla u the col:'l:alltruo'ble.n, atatenanot• oe~vn:Qg on of works 

ot a publ1a nat~an in otxmeotiotl wltb. 'bht »atul"al :reseurote of the oQuntey. 

Umer this lew tbt Cl:w411ans Conse~tlon Corpe wu Ol"eated to ab•o:rb 

IJproox!wrtJe:ly· aoo.ooo mon, placing 'bhb 1n well oon1truoted Ofm~Pt through• 

6 The ~tld Al~l<h Published by the New York ':~orld•'l'el•gram, 
............ I •.• 
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out the counil:ey1 &nd tumi.X'!g .them to such work as the p:rowntion or 

fortest .f'il"lU:t :tloods &l'ld toil tni'OIIIion• plant p!IJatlll, ernd diae&uile oa1trol• 

th~ oonatru$t!on Cllt paths, t:ra1la, end :t'i:re lanes in the Hationt~~l parks 

and fertsts1 and other &<:\ltivitiCIIs :tn the public domain•"' 

Tlu*ough the 01'Vil1o Oonat:rvation Cerps has be:en meen the rt~le 

edtttation may properly play in bandlillg the problt:m. ot unemtploy:ment. 

"~here there is a large number or unempl~d there mW!t be- some polioy 

tor oeud.ng fo't' them• The Civilian OonaeMat1on Ccrpl!l has t:~hown that 

education oan wake a JCJubstantid oontr:tbut'-on in :m.ak!ng ed.uoation a 

tea'tHU"fl' ot all 1t:rgo JOeliot p:rograma, 

ieqentlyo the problfm'ISI ot ycu:bh haw :r•uelwd $ptcd.al oonddera:blon 

aa the d.1f':f'1oul:U.es Pft''Nnting eaa;r trarusition f~ sohool to nrk ba'Vt 

'bt~~oome more prono'Wtot:ll• , The Federal Govet":r:naen'b hee tflbn 'ViguoWJ aotio:n 

in this field through the eatablisflll.ettt ef the :tletio:ntl Youth Ad:miniata•• 

tion. and th~ e:J!'VilUn Ootulha.rvat1on O:Gl"pa • Sinoo t'M organ:Liila'fs1on et the 

la.tter in l933t tbt C1-dlians CoXUltl''\lltlon Corps has &rll"'olled appt"oximately 

l.eoo.ooo young :mon, a majority of' them 'between the agee ot 17 and 21 
:ft'iUU·h It OC!Ineur:r&.ntly l!ats a:n enroll.nwnt Gf about aoo,ooo. The corps 

is organi!ed at an indope.X"J.dent Ggenoy hetull'd by a DifleoiJ<)rift with its 

'Various a.otivities .Qa.rri~~Ptl on undtr b1medbte supe:r'lld.a1on ot a ntUllbtr ot 

oooperating Federal fAgenoiEnh Tho initial autleotiou ot enro11~tcnl 11 

etteatec! by the u. s. &lplo;ym.ent L~ervioe &Xld b atf:llieted with State 
I 
I 
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Scn•vioee •. The War Department is responsible for the olothinss •. .teeding, 

houa:tn~11 trusport.~io:n1 and demobilization o:f' th& enr()llees; tor haalth1 

~ltare •. and educational aerviQGSJ tor the maintenanet of d1so1pl1ne in . . 
the oam,sJ and tor the gemnal adm1niltntion of the ••ps. l'he work . ' 

' " 

:projeot111 in which the Qnrollau are. tmplQyed art~J d~"eot•d and supetvS.std 

'by a n1.lmber $f ledera.1 agen4tbe 1 altlQng wh1oh aJ~e. the For~uJt Ser11d.oe,. 

the liat1nna1 Park Servioe" and the Soil Oon•eztvatiCl'l Se.rv!oe. 

The 01'd11ana Oons•u•vation Corps -was or:tg!.nally eetabl1ahed to 

further purpoeea ot :rel~et and oonsenation, Its pocuaible eduo«tional 

val:l!AEUJ were tho-ught of merely- as ineid•ntal by""Produote.. It au.tcm became 

evident• hoavtn•, tha.t the, eduoatioMl needs ot, tht !Xll"olleea 1!19re great. 

It 1'11Ul tO'tUld
8 t~t s.4 p~r. qt~t ctt them h8d :QOt omnpleted the high $ohoolJ 

' .< : • • : : '1 ' • 

•4 per oont or t~ hnd not oompleted the tltll1Etnttu•1 .gradte1. tu~d. ma.J:J.y 

1'ftU"e praoti9Al.lf1ll1tera'\ie, Almost half· fl)t them bad never bi~,ter.! ~:n~agG(I. 

bl :regular emplo~nt and. most of thq 'Mfre gnatly in need: .of oooupational 

instruction and emple~nt oounseling and,gui4anqe before q~ltt1o~ tt 

tlwir tera of t.nrolm.ent• 

Shortly at'tt:r the 4U!It.-bliehm.Etnt of the corps thit oamp oo:mmende:-s 

•re th&re.tora instruoted to orpni H an educational progrtu:n., 1'he ed'.u• 

oat1onal edvbers were providllitd a few months lat41r1 and einoe that .time 

there had 'H&:n a progre•dve •ttort .to d&velop a euitable &d:uoational 

pro~ram tor the enrollees. Up to Jun• 1937 the taoilitiea provided f~ 

eduoatio~al aotloities in the camps ~re ~ry inadequate. The allott~nt 



for edueatiO'nal suppliC~t 1.nd ecau.1;pJMtnt was only about :to~eo pe:r cun.!iollee 

per ~, though the b1ligtt for 'the eur~ent year 1e tso.e.oo.,,ooo. 
lfotwi thetattding the bandioape, th4t educational aooonplishments 

61 the oempu haw '!Men large.. Partbipatlon ill epeoitto ixur~ruetional 
' . 

aetivltl$'111 hiUI been volmtary,. yet 8«111M 62,000 &:mt"Oll•tUJ have been teught 

'bo l"fJad uA wit•; almeet 500~:000 haw l"tGe:t.ved. ixurtl"laetlen $.Jil ele•nta:ry 

gfttie ••bjeota• amd over 400,.000 have reoei ved intt~uettcm in oou:rse• of 

htgh •oooel we~n:•lc• 

lt; mt1 well 'b• ~tlts~ci that all ¢: the em'ollecu~ ba~ l!'Eteaived 

~bstantial benetita of an Ml:laat1Cllnal na~ lrol'!l the ex,erS.enoe ot 

~ lite anl'l fl'DI. the work ·~rtenct~ta em the prej•o'ba • The aiT1lian 

prG~'be t~r.t bav. 1Mea er.toou:t~ec:l to give. speol:f'5.o. vooattional. 

1na1i:~?Uot1on alng linea ot the woFk b band,• and e.'botit <me•hal.t c>f the 

,,nrollees ba..,. 'bexwtited in a lll.ttjor way f~om thia type ot tus~lvtty~ 

The wutked ~ovmtnt of the en:ro11tea in health,,. physical cie'Velopmelllt 1 

end -~u•l• hat 'bee-Xl OM or 'bhe gtctaileet Qob.ie'Vllmll:nta vr the Oorpa,. There 

are st!ll maey desl~abl• ebangea and a44:l:ld.one to be I~~&d:e. 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

The F~eral Government is at present :mainteining a w:ry extensive 

progrent ot ~dult e4uut1on through the Worka Prog2!91'8' .Adminlstra.tion. 

The work o.f' this organi21atlon baa supplemtnt•d the :rflgula:r eduoationl!l.l 

work Gt the oountey in many waylh About 44.000 .une:mp10"Jlltd. proteasional 

work$ra from :relief rolls are b&ing utili.tllllfd tUI teaoh$r• in a progrbl 
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that sinoe its htlel)tkt<m has reached neveral mill1on edttlts. App:roxima:bely 

1.'125•000 Uli'M:N.~s haw l«tam.E~~d. 'be nad and l'l.rlte in ol•uaa~tts ccmdu0t~i 

'b7 re luf te:aoe:r• • 

TM· iAdul t Eduoa:td.onal program ot ·the illr~W :P. A. has a uttered from: 

Ill laet of l~tfll"m pl1tm.lng •. from :tftque:nt ohang•s 1n polS.ey-.• from a 

~ek o.t U.d .. ue.t& tra.l~ 'be1Uthl!l~at, and. :trcm. an bad.equa~ e.o ... ordirllll!• 

'i.e:. wit!:\ edueatioul aott:rititl Ul'.ld•r tftattt am l•ca1 dt~e~tion._ !belle 

defl<!Jtexua~•• ant P"l'hapa b•vitable Utlder thl& ~rg•ney whieh b~ught 

tm. progra iato being.. Botwithetutding t~ ut1c1e:noiea,. tu ;program 

•• eontrlbuted. a very substantial volUlll$ of' ectuea1d.o~al SJerviee.- I.t 

mu. called att.ntion in a very dram.a:bio ny te tA&XlY 91! the :lnad41HJ.uaeits in 

the tr~gt.tlar eonc~,.b1.wt.4 progl'Qm of od.uoattoa.,. 
)(• 

·t\~ Wt '·• .&.. proj·ens e:owr a 'Wid~ v41triety •r a~t1"01t1ts 41 JWidt 

of whioh a:rQ 1nit!.atetd. by- leoal pu"blto boti.N1: eueh as oltifts ~Stnd State$~ 

'Which as 11p~m:os ;provide a: portion of the funds: Nqui~d . .tol" tit. proj.eot · 

ap&fttion~• The p:rG,jecrl:as p:rotosed by these locoal bod:i.ea are finally •. 

through 1rari.cma clepartmtnt• eubm1 tted to 'the Prt~uf!dent, i'Ol!' his appro'V$lt 

Only thou in !t$M and 11tho llave no other ~sOUl"oet~~ lill'fi emp1o;y'ed ox. W()X'k 

projtotlh Man;y 0~ the J!>l"'3e~• pro'rtde 'WG!'k: te~ 11ot only th• tdd.lled. 

and tmaktlled laborer. but alse :tor the ele:n<~tQ&l tnd plt:'of'et~ud .. an.lll.l workers 

as ~ell• A large number of projeo~s have b$$n undertaken to glV$ ~ploy• 

•nt to needy women~ The maxbm.nt •Etkly llUn."ningl!l must not e.xoeed. 'bhe 

amount neoeas.ary to Met the needs of' the individual or tamUy. 

The Federal Oowrmnent'.a prog~ through 'bht w., P. A• 1e t:a!l' lUre 



than a telllfoata:ry mfllaliUU't designe~d Mrely to give wo~k to the lru:ndreds ot 

thous1Uld1111 ot un-,pleyech 1 t ief helpinv.;, in a uniqu. way, pLU"4mta~~ to solve 

tbei.:r unuiiiU:tl :pr<))blems o:f' oh:tld-:rearing. But :m.<>r& than this it irs l11ying 

rh~ foundation ·fff a p•:nnane:nt p:rogrEilfl. that will meen the buildi:ng of 

ha.ppiEu:•, healthier younger gene:retia:n1 for :many :yetu.•t~ to OO!t!a.fh,. To the 

•:Jttent that it aooGmplbbflm this aim* lies thAt t~e l'MIIUllre o:f' its wluth 

aeng thtt thingtJ b&ing dom.t in th1e U.ne are nearly two million under­

privile.gtd. yG'I.'ttlgatett~~t. la:rgely from fS~rn:tH .. l!llll on nliet_. 'Wb.~ IU'B giv.ll a 

"Mltm, nom"isb.illg; mt~td each sohoe~l dey at lunoh 'hillle. T bo:uma.nds ot parents 

who help trained. d.i&ti tian.s to prepar-e these uutr.tlsr 1 reeei'" a decent 

U~ng ftt;\9 £or d.o1ng a$, and at ·bhe aemE.t t!snt aeq:tt1n sldl1 with whteh 

they 1-G.ter tala Mrn th~ir ll.'Wiil:1g. And hlmdftte of tons <>f fGOd 1 whioh 

otherwise mi~h'b, be tossed aside as un~:alablt, t~~re oal1ned or pre~r~ervGd,. 

tastefully p:rep!llrEild.- and plt'H:tEl<l whe).'tl!f th&y belong1, in the s·t:onlll!obs or 

the hungry boy-a and. ':.:tJOls or the nation. 9 

Spfm.IQ:ring the Soh.ool Hot tunah Pl"'ogram ia only a lmllll pe.rt ot 

t},., w. P. A• oam;pdgn to 'build a tintr and healthier g«fnerathn tor tht 

fu.tuz>e; while at ·bhe SQl'tl.6 tiTtle help1ng the eldtr generation to regain 

1 ts eoon«n1o tmderplnnings • An 1noreasing soobl eontoiousn!fu has brought 

.Amerloiml to refllhe nO\'I'f,, as netver b•.fwe, thaii tM untortunaw ahild:ren 

or impGve:rhh(l.ld paronte mu~d medioa.l c:rare, l"'eoreliltd.c:m, nursery sohool 

•duoatitm, rtg1d health supervision jua-b aa muoh as de those ot the 

9 llld'WIIIX"d J,awo:n, '':5ul1d.5:ng Future Oithtns; " hnnin&' !t~J£1li.JSi.n~.• 
Dtof!m'ber, 1956. The Ptu:-ente' :tnstitutt J New York. 



families J a:nd that tht. P'edlt~~~ral Gove~nt b the ol11ly agenCJy olllpa"blct ot 

htandli:ng the $;ltuatio:n. W.t a, n•t1on"'Wld• uale. For thb rMaon the 

Publie II!!ttllth divielo:n 0£' the w,. p,. A.• has oOX!UJ into bei:ng~t 
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There are thw1.en.d.s ot illust:retions or the good judgment, courage, 

hard work, pe:rlitt"''JJifl!"aM·e., and rea! ability iiha.t ha"Y\l &hewn themselve• as 

traits ill the women lf&lec:.ted to aet as housela$ld a1dEus; fh••• 'M>Mll are 

paid by the Wit! p.., A• to g11't au1si liltanoe in the homes ot nesd.y tmdlt.es1 

w~;r$. the h0lll$""'l'lake:r ie ta~'bally or pa.rt!l.lllly 1Jae!lilpl.oa:bed a.,ause ot 111• 

h.alth, oonf'itt$lll.ltlltt or other aause~ lfhis m•rvioe Xl.oii only help• to ks•p 

the family toe;etmr in tU.a of strEu~:a 1 but alsG il?eque:ntl;y sa~e the 

eoxrmt.U:l.ity the &xp$nrae ot hospital ox- 1ruat1tutiona1 oanh·· Too houee­

k~iephlg aides~ in addi t.:i.on to rendttring lllll ilmoodiate uonor$te atrvia<e to 

families thet latitd them.• art et tbt e.ame ti• .mising the hwsE~holA 

standE:~rd.s of" th$ horo~\Ut inte which they gil• Ia l:r:lfl\"" GaS•"t$ they MYI 

introd.uoed 'bett•:r :r.aethQds or oook1ng1 olCJaning.,. oar• ef' ohlld.r411m, and 

Fx<tDqu.ntly t:id « a tU.fferent type is neeud, For ~hUdr~m ot 

rG11ef or lQWliilt;i.r.H3<!lnW f'tm:tlies 'Whose ohUdren are til)& yo'Ul:lg to entcn.• the 

i'irst gradf.t 41 day nuraery &i<llhoGls haVE~ bt~e:o. fUttablished in •rJY states• 

Teachers supervise not only the ohild•s tJ6in1ng 1nwholeso.ma work and 

play, bl.:t1~ also his diet, hilS l"4UJt porlode, IIU'ld his gone:ral ph;y'lioal we!-

. tare. Rh training and plta;:r ptdods aro d.•ul!.gned to eduo11.te him in 

··desirable ohan.nels of' thought; feeling, an4 •aoou.mge him 1n fnedom of 

oxpressio:~::a Rim po:d.ods ot X'l!llllt 41. like hill periods of ploy, ar• oEtrt:rully 
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and syst$Jl}Qti<J~.lly *''-'&Ula.iJe.d.. HJa is taught ole.anlintUls and order,. ia 

given proper :f'Ood.,.. W~ter-. sunshine tlld t:re£h ... air• and re<Ulli't"!itS his daily 

dos• ot ooo,..ll ver oil,. a light m;i.dw.m.orning lunoh, and a .full,. ·,:arm, 

nourishing :rOOHitl at noc>::t. 

For healthy Qhild.r~nr who are too old to a.t'be.nd mu:·s·ery sohool,. 

J:'$oreational pro.je-ots ha~ been started. ~ parkS' and on playgrounds., 

After sehool ho\U!'s ail.d d.u:ri.ng vacation periods thea$ ob:lld.ren••and their 

mothers and fathers ae •:Ll..., ... are taught th~~J art of wholesome roortEJltion 

through gamee,. ap&1"ts# m:us1e 11 dance~,. playa; and a Jtn'iety of eooial 

· aotivities. Qualified persons instruct them in·home hygiene~ care of 

tlw siolt, h001e 41!'0oxtGirlli~s, fW'ni ture repair# .f'irt~~t aid1 current events 11 

and ha:ndiortilfis. 

The sooial and ooonomio ad:vantages or this work are insal.oulablth 

Large euma till"'$ StlWd annually by prevention of o:rim.:tl:'lal aoth'i ty 1 &nc'l. 

underprivileged 'beya and girls ttre given the oppQrtunity to ®vl!flop into 

l?tsponai'ble ()ittamJ .. 

I do not la:l.ft' ot Cl.Y program more benafio!el ·to m:l.eohia£' ... 
inclined juven:iles than the re<u•ea.tional projeet~ Nevtn• in 
the hitrtory ot our country haw people had ao moh lt~t:l.eurt 
time on their hands. lt took a. depression to bring this £aot 
homo to the la-n• but the ntl)d tor uuptr-v-±fgd play will not 
diminish with the return to nonnal b"QIIJ1ll••s• 

The latter ttat«ment holds true for nearly all the projeQts ot the W.orks 

Prog:reas Administration., their use:Culneae will not be lot.,e.ned with the 

return of proepe:rity., b't.\t will oontinue indefinitely. 
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At the lOth OQ>I\£eren<:.te of the Arilt:t1oan Auooiatio:r1· ot Adult 

Eduoatlon held 1n .. lJt1lW~~U:kle . ., May 20•121 1936;~ th• addresr:eet and disauesions 

"ntered arovuad the ft:rllmng topioan 

l.t Ptibllo s•ohcol . as adult ecu~tors 
2• Adul'b Education undtr public auspices . 
3• University and oollege relation1hip to Adult .Sduoa:b:ion 
4• '!'be si:mplitlaations of a te:rials for use in .Adult 

lidueatio:n 
s • .A:100t!lt1onal inte.r~urts ot adults · 
e. Rtldio and motion pioturem as .aic:!e to a.dul t learning 
'•· :ttural li'bftr;y tt.rrloe 
6. t':rabd.ng of .ltad.G:!:'B for adult td'tiU).a,tio:tl 

"Tw b monoy,. 11 M$·Qp said, . But today ll\eet o£ us beliE~ve that time is 

not only money,. but that time is ewryth:l.l!lg• That 1-b h the .raw ll\Ulterial 

out of' wh.ioh. life 1• oornd .. 

A Wll'l'l day ma.y b11t roulbhly divided into tbret di'llfisions~rk., 

l~tiaur"·• and eletp., 'iOrk is c£ten <liff'1eul t to regulate.. Sleep tlll.bs 

ea:r~t of :l.ts,el.r. 1.01sura 1s the ~tl.eJnent with wb.ioh 'We deal hexte• lt 

our wo:rk is unsathtaotory,. leisure ln$,;y 'bft to utilhsd -as to g1w u.s ~be 

opportunity to pl"tPfU'~t oursel ve.i'J for •~ thing bfttrber. Our 1!'10l"ld.ng b.ourll! 

ue not ou:r ovm, bu'b btlong to our •mplo~:r• W\'!1 oureelv~a are ti:lt Q\l'l'ners 

of our leisur4t time, al'ld tl::w pattern of G'lu~ 11 V&eJ frequently lJEJeomes whet 

we :make it a.s • usa o~ lt~~iau:r& timest11 

With a lal"ge perofltntage of people., t.Ul.lEuts :rter&ation follows as 

soan as they have finished their work for the d&:.V• Allnoat 11verjT<)ne has 

eotne ideel or desire tor his o·wn bette:rllliEint in lit'e. And he:re ; .. in hie 
.... ______ _ 

ll 
Adult tif'e Enl'io;:ment. A Pattl.phlet publbhed by the !~u. 

Department of "tduoation'•' ri'ostoru July 1935, PP• 1"'2" 
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fn• t:1.:m.e at lEtEuat,. 1a his opportunity tt\ approaoh those 1dealth WEll· are 

all aw~u·~ ot the dullness ot Ute, itt we h&ft no ld.nd of' progrt.tm. tor our 

0'91l'l. attex-~t'ldl'll hours. Most people do not use time 'With s purpoaej! 

t-~znttil1tad of llla)d,mg lite,, thty pemi t i 'b to hetpptn .• nl2 1ho GOX'lV'et'IUlti Oil 

il of ~eterday,. an~ thdr thli~'ttght.a Q;t t~Ol"l"Gw• ~lf&tll·l'l aays, uiet11terday 

1\l'il gonef S:G tor,et it; tomo:w:-n is .n&Ttr here, so U."N today.ttl3 

Tods.;i w filld. a gwat d«nand fen· l"aor•ation Emd tor leitJ'l'r«~'*"'t.iM 

aet1vitit&h !he qu.etiition lil1ftey' do we Jd"lil..eattf11 ha.s ltle<en aaktd amd answer•d. 

by every people u •Vi!lr)"' historioal period. .8~ haw •dueated £0%' 'the 

Btate; others have: d.u&a'b~ul for the Chur0oh~ sonw p•riods lulve educated 

the f'a'lr01.U"eli tew. ali see haw edutited for ef'fic;bno:y. It 'IN1UI lt·ft 

to the tmnlti..eth ctlttlilty to ol~ysta.li&$ a Jhilotophf et eduoat1on v1hiGh 

ltl"~ssed. the ~onano~, wll .... hd:ng, and d&velQpment of the individuah 

Hetber:rt flpnoer exprGsseci it as "edueat:lon t~Jr ooraplate. 11 "'ing,. n John 

.Pe1M;y said• ".Eduoation is all on~& wt th growth. n But :no edu~&Jtor and no 

ao:tentist has evel"' ~~txpsoesaed it wr,e eloarly and more :m.taniMgt.'ully tun 

did. the Gr•at Teaahtl" $I Gal:t1se when lle s.aid t ur oo.me that they might 

hiA~ l1.te and 'bhtlt they .might more abunaantly ha~ it•" Thio idea of 
' 

the objeot1 ve 1.:nd aim t~:f' edueation be;tiag to inaNasttJ and l'ln:rieh the 

aotivity1 .utinf$otion,. and life of: t't:w individual is baa:toally behind 

the unp.reoedented demand :ror reo:reat1QXI• Rugh M. "looclward eays furth•n:• 
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thet leaders ot lebu~re time oan J!flfillcu.• their greatest ternoe at prtcee.n'b 

in making ol4tfU" to 'the pul!Jl1o 'bht eoltltentf l()ope, lloflutart.es• and spirit 

~f the ll"8crtatieneJ. DJOvement. When t!'.t cer!lel'd pulD1ie1, etueato:rs, 

!11!ml<d.p.al and a-bate of:tlotab come to think o.r l"'~n·eatiQ. as a movemel!lt 

t.o inot't.4!tse, erganbe 1 a:nd make a'V'III.ileblt to al1 gz:toupe $'.t l!n)<J,lety ~ 

•ve'r""ln~read.ttg nunti'bilii:V If o0~1tFutt:\.vt flotlvittea doa1g:Ht1 to glve 

blnte4iate 'llatt•:tao'biEln «o:td Nke lite ri<dwr, htl'e .and now, all n.eo\lunsary · 

e~pc>rt 'Will bt spo.nt$IQI·t~ua ana e.tailhtuJt.aetioa.lly ofteHdt It w$.11 ba 

hailed as· a program desired to brin~ tbou.t tht thinm eaoh l.nd1vl:dul, 

oonerd.oualy or unoomaoioudy dedr••-a Wl!l;y ot rt.•h and jo~l 1-!:vl ns-14 

Loisur& is n.ot JnlllfHly a prebla of f:rte ~ble, litut it h • pl"oblem 

•r· tl'tte an.d al!ltmdant 1S.'Vlng.. iu:tt"""1nd. hfl-Fe b ism ease•oe of tho whC~Jle 

mattel'-lcd.ft;rre oumot hope te ••aomplish these thlnge wi:bhout d!J?eeid.on. 

J:-tua mtre e:ld,stenccr ie not enGugh. Lett tt its ewn reaou:reet ldsun will 

il:tevltal>lr toll.ew th:e time'"'W'ern,. vioarlous oh.aue1• of its pa.et.;, .. " • 

IA!Inl'e demand• vdst s"pe~sion an<ll contrrel. Ju.'ll it ieee net demand 

regimentatil!)nt :tt weuld pro'ba'bly nt"fttr pu1l 'lltp with axtJ X'&ll4~e 

pattern of diotata.on. bub 1t deManda guldano• in the l'lflt !lay, Tht a:verage 

man or W<IQ.all b Ittil too familiar with this ~bing •lled lebure1 nor with 

'bho poa$d.bil1tit• tht right use of lds~e Qa.n bring• l t ·lllhould no le:nger . 

be c:u.Jneidertd t.ctle ·time nor ane of th0 su.pe'JI'tluiti•e ot lite, but a time 

t0 be ua•d wi.etly a:nc!l. well• 

14 
Hugh M. Woo!il'w'ard 1 

11Beo:reA!Itio:n,.. A PhiliiiU:>phy ot Joyf'l:ll thing," 
!,eorEtt:b~op, JeJaua:ry 1938• PP• 187 ... 588,, 



O·eneerning Parent iduoatioll lllpatr1e:k •ayt that while the .Amer:tean 

~~Jehoel clots aat tlt0•pn th$ whole oare of the ~~thilcl-....-m$.¢,f4latly, it cam1ot ..... 

:tt d.-s aootpt a Mal oare er the r.ho1• ohil<il• 'rhat 1a,1, the .trnerio&tl 

lltahool >aow a.eto.tp'ba tlae 1dft that its active- o·oncu,rn p:rope:rly ext•nds to 

1ao1~ 21et .01\ly 'b"k'- and oustODA:ry let~»'n1:ng,. but als.o th• c:hi:ld.•s 

phyetoal hltelth, hia zooral. health:~~ hi.fll tenC>nality a.dJustnwats• bit 

estb.etie •lta:re, bi111 voEu~tiond, 'h'lta:re ..• and so M•l5 . 

progl'Oss. N$t only muet the sohool be senfitive to all tba varied :needs 

of the pmng ohild, tt 1m.u:rt also aetk to ••• thet the ne~ds al.'e •t• 
Iii muet censoS.outly &tal With ot~nditlottth lt nmet enil•r further t.:nto 

'bhe etiult wo~1~ It in the .. lntteir;1Jl& fit illh& ve"lot;tt mJe4• of th• ob11d1 

'bho peMnt• n•ed btlp in the nllrturEt of 'bbe:t~ obildt"'On~ the pro~·••i•n 

lit eduoat1on# in SJQftle Gf itt .reaohee. will a't)udy tbtt probltm en4 help 

iillloae parents in their atud:y. :t:r ohild l«bw ia anywher• a pt''o\)lemw 'lllhe 

prtd",eaeion o.t •dueation muGt e~maoientiously attd plfrliB'teni'Jl.Y' aoeefb 

a leacUng ntsponaibil1ty to arcuee and dir.ct publit:t opinion• 'rhi.• 

'lddttdng prooeae lead on by inevitable •;•p• trom this regtU."cl ot the 

whole child oonddered i:n himself 't$ a new .anll aQti. ve *'ega rd. for the 

·aoeial and eoonomio ool1ditions that at'f'•ot ohild 'Welftu••1 and tbi$ 

pl"$:f'ue inoludel3 Hga:rd for the WEtltue :of th• cbild.t s parents. For 

f·amily oenditions O(lrt$ainly etfeot child wltare, 



Grtot Uulgclon, forrmrly instru<.rt:er 1n Ohild Dtvtlopaem CUIA 

P•rent mtucl:t14'n tn Teachers Oo:Utge. Ooltmtbla Univtrli'tly• and nft 

speeialtst in Pa:ren'IJ E4uoa:M.on and Home Va:Jdng l!ldueaUoll !.21 the !cluQational 

'Div!don 0f the Ww,!Ge ~gtt.Us Administratton,. tells lltatlfthing ot what b 

bting df;)hl' thHugh0u'b the oountry bl :P&J:-en~ etuoatio1u 

tn t'V'ery,;pert ot -&he atut'l.tey thtth* ptoJli!l gather ttr;•thctr>t Prom 

mixd.ng villtgtJa 'lumbtr aampa, m1g1"8nt rae:t'bltatnta,·.fbhbtg villages., 

t.-m h<:anes, ·eJld: ttt0m ur<ban cel'tttrs they oea11 :t'ol'ld.ng 4;067 olaJue•• 

Afld what .g e:XptritftO$ :l.t ia to sit in the dtUUllfJ. Ud to lhten te 

disaui!Jatona 'b$·trdng with the probl.eu ot •ve~ay livintu to talk witll 

thia o~ and!. ilhat or1e1 •~tiin.tts goint~~ With t• to thei~ hcaaeJ· to 

mlblp~te the ooUJta.ge• the \Jnve tttempt to tab lite ae it QUill• tM 

(f£tor(1 tc> gi'n oht!dl'en their ~~not 1n llteg b glV't ' little \Uldtl"• 

standbg <Jt 'the dhappointm.ents and 41eoatu~'fl:@:OMntt trud: lea.ve so:m.e 

vd th shatte"d moral• and tear ll'l4 lou ot o0l:1t1flenoe. Ae oxw 'bra:velt 

:t:rom. eoEutt ilo w:t<:Hlet,. t:rom Lakes to Gul.t1 from o.ity to village ud .tann, 

t1e;ure1 take tn new meaning»: it is tlhen that ¢J'ne sen Paren'b Education 

1dth all its llvinlb vltli\1 1 dynamic oontrlbution to the Uvts o.t the men 

a:nd wan(!l:n and. oblld.rtn who 11 w +:ogether ln f'~IaUy groups aM. Who daily 

must in aome Wfl<Y work oqt tho perplct:dns ptto'bbu Qt tamtly U~g.16 

~ a alntna; town in a meuntd.n a tate 1 sixteen m<)th•r•• all trom. 

reH.et tam11ies 1 gathered. around the table in Ollt of tht domeatio 

16 Gtaot Langdon, "h.x•ent Education at Fir~t Hand, 11 Journal E£. 
Adttl t lduoe:t;1on. V&l+ X. Janut:ry UIB. PP• 4$-4,8., 



eoieru-,e Fooms flit en•. of the achool• te diaeuss the topic, nour Children 

and other P$tplo • • OlUll!ren.n Leading tke @!l"O'UJil was a young moth«u .. ~ 

who had lll.flhie l:le'"s &n lll'eeding the.t 'tih$ lE>ad•r had. p;l).'ovided t()r ~ro. 

When •h• hacl tlnuhad. bar review of the aote.s she- tala,. 11 No~·~ letts 
' . 

talk ~~tboqt whet yo~ dQ wlth mh.i1clr-e» ot p•u••nta who l!lre al:ways jaJuaing 

eroUl:li · ed w~ l«t:r~tft their ohUdten t:& thift for tho'lllllel "VC~tft•" S,fore 
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th• tl11foulstom ~~ ovtr, any a timely word had b&tE~n $poken about tm, 

kind ot oare •ldl!ilren :nee,dt~ and abo,ut the :respo:nafbllity of pet~nt• t~ 

&ivins that eare, At th• e:nEl or the uetins th& mothexos agr••d .that no 

little ehild wha 'hlwy knctw would• it tht:y could help it, e:·vor be a1lOW"ed 

to .-utter b9Gauee n. l:uild :a '"'Wild" moth&l"t Just aa the meeting broke up 

Qn$ bright Y<bUlili ae,mn• said.• 1'lmt t.lll' t th•t what $11 thl$ pa~nt t·du• 

eat1on h abGu11, to "aeb 1~Jm not to be wlld, and ain't • bette~ to get 

•em here tc learn about it,, than to 'btlGet eare or their ld.dt. fe.r theJn! 11 

Pa:rent Bduoe.t1on.es cme phase ot adult •d.tteati<;>n i1 not new. r~ 

many years par.nts bltn •nted to help a.:nd kave gtlidall.OG' in many linea,. 

~I!Jhen the pPoglfl\m of PQ:Pent •dluoation was begun as a work•relitt :m.easur"• 

economy of e.t'tort pointed tct) tniOidanu or any duplication, but to 

continuing from where the eatabliahtd progrems bed left off, The \V. P,A. 

baa COope:tated with all the othel" l!lgtfl'lCi$S doing parent $dU$1tion WOrkt 

There has beftl some ptUJhing intq) new field~ whioh ha.d not been touob4td 

by any org•u:d&at1on... It has taken the leaderlll among the ehtn•e-;roppers, 

into the homes ot the tenant tar:nwr, into the ' homo-s of the miner and the 

lumbel"lll6Ul••illto every sort of ho.m.e on every level or sooiflty. 



.b ~ :vld:bl •lati!Nt J.n e1t:r sm t.- •nwll f!W"a$. ~tty,. 

~ "~~- t• ftil )Kwf thl b~4ari$1f .$1 ~ thilWd.Jilfl 
hta\19 •• Jutbed t.ek litO that •p•u~~ ed11o1t1m• ~">~<~: o:~ 
to~- 'b~- '!ti'bal ftl.WI&tlon tor taliilJ u.-.~. *"' 
DlllWrials u• bttm •vot• to ••t th$ llllf~lu u•d• thra'b 
~.tMM.• ~~ he1pa thf.t '1H49P4l t~ ftl a.t\4 
fttot:~tt1•t h• old m~t~s hav~t· •n u•ed an4l tdltpt!N ln 
llft 't!flll14, ~ .., o.t ilbt 1114 ta\1on• d: ntu• -~·• 
th«NPt; hlw h.a 'bftlmn 4oa M theJ'il\Odtably ar~ mM 
rm.a Mt4 1• ''- ~:t~~~nt~: IMtillt qa ••~1~ ·~ tu 
tool• wl.ilh wht-Oh to ~ ln hel;pl~t~ J)Wtep1• tl.nd ~t..bt •r 
otrt!l ~ iflwir Jt'Cbl_.• 

Aa a :S.Jao1md.19 c~Qtpt1 1elawa1At 11 ~lty 4«tftmlt a• the 

ut1i;ia.q1s ~ l«~bRt r .. altor u t~~t t<rJ b~~t ilmJ' &Q1'fit)' tm: whleh 

rm• ~._. a tlilt~:ry, 1e1t~o~ bJ' ~tftlil;t 11: Nl7 an~ 1et:l.'llfl'J• 

!MII'J lm • •tt~u.w flt.naotlcn, wt tt ·· ~ .~· ·~ 11ua ()01!91Att• 

'--•• i 1t .-!'!!MM all il'ht Mj«t~t1'WI ~~NafHUf·• C•ttl•lnl:v a 

Hr6t.1 pri.u1,1G\ Whl•h ta a1rt ~·- iB ~e8'!1ailon is t.U.,t 

ftGftlrtlC _. MYW M t•H ilJ141~'t tF. NfllUpa\l:t.J!2.1 OJ! .tra &M'If 

8111 ~. Wo$ l4l 1- ltl•Ml., - .a J$tmftl _.d. $! t)W hWtAIUI n~1)t 

ttuM~dL.._ ~~ Xt to• ~t •• a~ral • t~ 0'11! •leep. flut eo;::qplete 

pht~ et ~·•mN •11• t'IR • ~1thf l.l~ 14• •~k .m n.o~•u.o.n. 

~O'tbtr ta."lll of adul'!i Mll8tl<m b t.h• ueo C):f' tbfJ pu\lla fena.. 

~ m. c:t•~:r, tb:l1~ Steak• e.a!eat-..r ()f' Ell!hlCJa'fd.f)~ ·•1n~t lllft 

p•lio tor,._ ~atu •• a r~)1u1ar adult v4uoatlt.*n pf!.ogr~m ill tlut ~;tubtlo 

~~~~ .Ji!!Jt I !:IIi ,,_ll:liiJii 11 



lllohoob. The d:bou1118!on method 1a a teohniqU& of' education; and it shoQld. 

be g21'eatly u,std. 1n. the definite prooess of. eduoation" Nothing oa:n add 

mel'& te trut Yalu:o et oiviu aduoe.tion tha:r:t to extemd it to :Lnolude the 

•jority of! thl fodults of' the aomntmity.- If this pttblio .forum idt~~a oan 

1M broutht !nt0 "lliwl relati<mship With the pttbl1o ... sohool syst!:lm• then 

t~t aehool. 'Wll1 se:r17e.t :not !!mly the ~om.munity With faoil:Lties fo~ !JJ.ro ... 

long education which is ntlutdtd. for good ~iti!ienl!!hip* bu.t it will b:rin$ 

th.e responsi'blec citizens into olose Stelt!ltion 'With th~ir institutions tJJf! 

l«tern:b1g" Thb pert!oips.tion of adults ir:t thtt prQgMUn of the pu.b11.e 

:IQhool.s 111111 il!nprov• tht' ~~roiss of'· oiti£enahip in th& publio oontro:t 

at eduoatlol1t the- te1eet.1on or Methool boatels• and policy l'llaldng bodiea.lB 

!her$ ~.re mm'1y »tln!dngs Md ideaa that peop1• ha:ve ilf'<ll'l!:arding the maaning 

of the ter.M »pub11o foruM~~ but the !dea of ~tudeb•ker is that he would 

stage t!l$etinr;s whtn"& lead.evs of ability would gulde .the p*!tople present 

in an i:nfonwl d.housiil:ton ot some previsualy a.nn01Ull3ed. eubjtrtota. The 

best kind ot public f~rums would be those whioh wnuld be en inte&ral 

part o:t tM . l!'egtabr system of public eduoat1on. The ma:nage:m(lnt or these 

publ:to .aativitlies '\llhicb. are definitely ed.uoe.tiox:ual should be delegated 

to tha Fede!'al., the Stett,.. and the loa•l bodies of educat:t.on .• 

This adnlt eduoati<;>n along th• linet o£ t.h$ publio forum. ahould 

dt~velop in aooord w.ith high pro:tesdon&l standards of leadersh!tp• A 

real leader. shou.ld ·'0$ found• Just e oOll'llnlln education and an inte:rest in 

16 
John ':• fltudeb«k~r,. !!;!t! !!!E_ :!?z Publio, !.~rum~. VepQrtn'lA'nt 

Eduoation1 Wash:t:n.r;ton. :o. c, ·I,d. 
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public ~fair.~ are not ne0$Uarily oomp1ete :requirements f'o:r a good 

ltt.ader. And it h muoh more d:tffioult to ttaeh a:nd gtl:lde adults "'lh.o 

ha~ vastly ditferi:ng Gduoationd backgrounds and many dtgrefnt o£' per• 

oeptlon in e preee1s of open-minded inquiry into the- nuu1y oomplex and 

oo:ntrov&rcl'll su'bjeets than it is to tetuth regular courret t~om 'ttlll!t• 

booka tG studEJnts of on& avtrage age 1n a n1au ... room. In suoh publlo 

f'o~ we $hould s.tr:l.Tct for the continuo~$' preparation of the oitb0n 

for aelf.,.govern:m~tnt., and thi$ requj.ree skilled l&ade:rshitH ~he leader 

should be adept in the art ot group diaotussions 1 ~nomng his subjeot is 

not Guffioilint-. ll& must be ab1e to maintain art objeotiw and impartial 

outl•ok in the dllousdon. He ean ha'" no prejudiets nor bieJJ.ea on 

th~ subjeot nor t$WE.l.rd any one or- OMS 1n tht group,. 

In Studebaker's plan tot" the organization of suah forum.e he 

would haw them pla41!.t and menage4 se that they art~ availabl• to all the 

youth and all the adults of each oormm;u:d.ty~ e1:nd in e-very community1 rural 

and urban, ·in the Nation. Dts 'Moines r,.es WQ:rked ~ut • most wo:rkabl• and 

worthwhil• program or thia type. Xu uuoh a program these forums should 

stri w to attain the ideal of ~du<H!Ition 'Whioh is. to aid the learners to 

learn. It sh~ld k as tar a'Wity from poU.tioal management aa poasible. 

It ahould oa:ber,. not to a few ot the OOl'JlmUnity• but the vast m9jority of 

people should be engaged in its tunetion it the oivio illiteraoy is to be 

Wiped out. These forums mtti!Jt be apontrered., not b1 gro\.lp$ w1 th the 

partil!lan epirit uppermoit1 but by an agency whhh has real eduoa.t1on es 

its goal,. 



From the $<JQ:'e'J of subjeots dhcuaaed. .tn the ditterent forum 

etnte:rs the tollow:tng em:mples show the wide r-ange of' soo1d oi vic 

questions eonddered at these public meetings t 

'Where will em• • good nei:;hbo:r' pol1o:y lead ul'llf Oapital.is:m. 
and. religion h the modern worldJ Demo~triaoy, peat -.nd present. 
Ooll$~1!1• oO•¢peration b S'Wedfl!ln, The .. $ttpreme- Oo1.~t.t :gua:rdien 
oro gag of the Constitution• Fasdm or demoo,Xt&ey.. Soelal 
significance ~ the Tel'l.tleseeut Valley .AuthCJJrityJ llte:w aspeots 
ot the Monroe Dootrin•~ Good. lt)toal go.verx:anent. Solving ~h• 
unempl~t pt'oblemh Whe are thfi wr makel"l? Oen we •Jot 
private enterprise ••lf•regule.ring? Life begins with tine art•• 
Cr1ms pr.vention. Amerioa•s role in world atfairs. Eoonomle 
:natienal!lllm ... •taot or poli.Qy't Growth and sign:ttioanoe ot 
oonsUl'llttrs• oooperativel•l9 
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J. v.r, St'Udtibaker p_ys in The American 'trraz thflt eome o£ the '111\lttes 

to be derl:vei from publ:te forums are as :f'Gllowalt 

Publie torttul$ make oorta1n def'init~ oont:r:tbut!ont'l to et!'eotive 
o1t1~.enlhip. 

They make available to al1 oit1zene illl.par'fliial ana.lys!U of 
national and inte~tional probleu which oeu1d otherwise be 
obtailled only by extend ve reading. 

The pleoe at the Jlfervioe of the adults of the oommunity 
experts who &l"$ trdnt<i 1:n the art of bnpani&l ftnalysts of 
complicated issues • 

They oontinu~i through edult Ute the habit of learning. We 
onoe thot.,ght that only the young CG'I;lld lEuu•nJ now we know that 
adult experience' reakes learning mor• ef.'teotive. They enooun:ge 
adulte to oonsult mo,.e in,tellige:ntly the information a'll'a:Llabl'i' 
to thttm in printed f'o~ Through reading lists ptepared ill 
oooperation vd. th publ.io librari.EUJ al'ld pr,eaented. e.nd fMquently 
referred to by t""o:rum. leaders.;~ adults are encouraged to read 
more widely and more <t:tf'eoti wly. 

Th•y create a ntw t!JJaohing pxoo!'et~~.eion• thEt p:r·ote•sion or forum. 
leadership, with both eoholerly treining and the abilit;yr to apply 
the best a~lleble knowledge to the solution 9f the praatic•l 

19 Ma.ri~ M. Proffitt. "Adnl t .!Dduoati.~n.t" Biennial tiurve4:: ot 
Education in the United Stateh P•· sa.. Washington_. 6. c', Gover;;'ment 
lS'rintini 'off'ioe* r9~§.· 



problet'!l.$ of na1d:o!la1 lite. They develotp among ad.ttltm the 
teohnique and habits or disoussion. Not only do torums beoomt 
stillmlatbag aHnu in whioh 0pb10:ne 111 ret exohtuage4.- but the 
forum habit oarrif.la over beyond the ttrorum hour.1' 

• • ' the public f(lrum prl))vitlte en opportunity to dbcue.e 
publlo i!tH1e'¥h It helps toMb ele~trer tko olo&e eonntetia'tll 
between theme iasuoa and the p.reonal probl~s ot the young-r 
gen•~•U~i, By stt.oh mans 1t htlpt t«rs 'brte.k d._ you491\ta 
1nci!1tferEm.o«t to the probltm li>t gow:mment• I!y Vt.Wing vigoroua 
yo'Wlg mind.G·~ frt8h from the w&rk of $O;hoo1,~ 1nto tvell uzt 
aignit'ioant end p .. etieal le.-rnittg situe:t:im11 tht publ1o forum 
can ab a rieh ool'l'bribut1¥.m to a mo:re l!ll'&ative pubU .. ~ op1n10J\\,• 

In brief, the os:sttntiel~ ot 1: public ton1m. a~e (l) an atH!uimbla'* 
ot people• (2) otpable l&ader1 ad (3) an iul.portant aubjeot IJt 
current inte"at for d.ll!lousli on, 

The- general obj,cte~t.,..t:J t1re (l) exohang\9 ot 1nt0t'l\U\\ti.on ant 
point of viewt (2) dewlopm$nt of tolerance and open-mind.ednEUlS 1 
basedt up,on praotioe i.E a k1ndt of ortti.,.,l tlhbtld.ug v:hioh · 
establish~n• habits of caution 1n aooep'bing oonolusions. Thie 
t~ ot thil'llkll!lg atu!l anelydng creates a dffdre to naroh tor 
more definite . evi\lcmoe before a tentative oonoludo:n beoo:mes 
a oonvi..,id.ost. tQ . 
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In the &oo1a1 wer1d the largest 4i'ridlend.e oa!l be ••cured from e. 

syste-metio study of ~Society on the adttl.t lewl, Ad.ults 1. beoauee of th&il" 

pre'rl.ous educational ad'V'anteges. ed w141U' e%pe'rhla0$1!1 are more abl• to 

comprehend: the dgniftoanoe of th• real h.$Uta cf Am.trioM life and are 

ther•fore 1!W3te able to aooept reepcns1b111t1es tor discovering new waye 

of blpro'Ving oonditiont~ thlt is the: youth in ~tohool• Alt!~<h orga:niaed 

sc'i oolingt for th• vast majo:r:l.ty of oiti&,na eo:ntinats fG't a !f:riod of 

approximately lB yct4U"s ~ while the obltgat!ens ot adulthood :run through 

whol,e deoadta, fifty ;>rcun·s, on the averagl'.f-. And :tt is in thi1 enlarged 

20 
John '71• studeb&ker~ The llmero:tou w;az. (Nn Yorke :MoGre:w ... 

Hill Book Co., 1936) 1 PP• 21•22. 
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ad.ult ana of tuib.utation. that sooiety will find it~r real hope tmt the 

investments :tn 'd.ucQti~ durin~.;; childhood mn:l youth \lid..ll be os.p:t talhed. 

tw the benefit ot 'bh$ nat1on thlrough · pr:-ogr•ss:lw1y aom.p%"9hens1ve stuet,.­

ot OtU" soo1d. :o~der and :lte problema by the graat r:uuui' of: adult o1tiz~mh 

Th& ohan em page 53 $h01rr$ in graphic tom the n&et·aeity tor oivio 

•d~ttion !%! adult :u.te, o:noe w a.eotpt tho ollvioua oonolnsion that: 

elementacy a:nd seoondary ~~rohool training does not• a~d oa1met1 remain 

•tteotl~ th:twgh ls:ter years4 E"V'fin as it is dra'llli'll~ the chart is exbMmmly 

oonae!""Vati,.., with a very gtnf9X"oua osttmate tm~~d:e CJf t~ number of att\denta 

actually completing col1egf;t1 and the assumption that with ·bhoae col.lege 

graduates the oi'Vio t:ra.ining of thair underg:radrwte ~are '!?Jill auf':t'ice 

thrwghout i1heir Hvtth 

The ohtilrt shows,. tor 1000 :f'1"¥9~ar olda* the uol"'):'C~Ql death X"(ltt 

up to se'Venty--three yearl!l: ot ac;e$ the peroentage of' ohildren and. youth 

in school at the varlou:B ages f'rom. 5 to 211 the pe:r'Oentar:;e ~ "drop• 

outs" at the di:tferent levels of the school OO\J.t"SEt, and the death rate 

or eoll.ege gndt1mtes., Allning for tho generous est1:matet.il or schooling 

'Whioh wtn"e made in oonst:r\toting tha eha:rt, two :f."aots stand ottt oon• 

spiououely., 

The rirst fact is that there are Elfipro:x:tma.tely three tim0s as 

mEur,r oitit.ens in "edt1lt li:f."e'• aa in ttsohoe1 li:f"El• n The second faot is 

that Adult li:f'e is tlll"&t tim&s es long ae sohool H.re. 

l£ th•se :facts are ooupled 'With OW" oertdn knowledge tl:ult sohool 

life is a period ot imnta.turlty, or c-hildish and Y~!!~Utbful intf.lcrtatsJ it 
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is in edult life that the rcapondbiH till'll!l of' gov"e:rnment are usumed 

vr.i.. th serious pttrposas and that swiftly ohanro,1ng oo:nditionu demand a 

oonsta:mt reshaping of Jooia1 1nsigl:t and unc1e:ratandinc;J it lltoomee ncy 

olea.r that it is through a planned syate1U of' obi.o tduoation Cltsigrted for 

adults that tht next gl"'eat oontribution to ..A:·terioan democracy C'Jan be made, 

and this may be dona ill no bet'!:Jer 'Wf!l.y than th:rou&h the pt1blia f'ortlli'l..ll 

Tolaranoa ... t!J • is lonrnod. in d1souaaio:n 41 a:ud; as his·tory 
sho'W!ll, 1 t is only so lelllrn.ed. In dl ouetomary eoc:tetiu 
bigotry b tho ruling principle• In rude pboi!Jil! te this day 
anyone wh.o aaya anything new is looJt.d on with suapioiol!i\, 
and ~.a paraecut~d by opinion 1f nr.>t injured by ptnmlty. Orle 
of the greatE~Gt pains to hUXIUin naturtt h tbe pain of' a new 
idea. 



51 yrs. 
Perio~ of •dulthood 

FIGURE 1 

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE APVANTAGl!:S OF CIVlO 
EDUCATION IN ADD'tf LIFE 

Read thus' Birth to 5 years i! the ptriod of inf't.noy. 
5 Y"Ars to 21 years is the period ot maximum. sohooling. 21 
:years to 71 ye~rs th~ period or adt:ll.t li.i'e or 51 yoorm of 
adulthood. 

62 
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The first ,.,:ortd ConfErrenoe on Adult Eduaation wae held in 

Oambrid.ge, England., in th0 autumn of 19'20. Bf11sir1e:Ut repr'f!Hlf!J·ntati "'felll! 

from lngbnd and 'b'he Uni td sta1te tht:r(\1 wre those trmn S.den, Nor'W!ly, 

Sp&1:n, lle:rmany, Freoe, Rt.lssia, C~&eehulo;reo1.a• China, Japan,.- end Turkey. 

Thus ,,\19 sea that edul t edutation :le not something !l.dentltied wi 'bh 0\11" 

llrWl'l oountl:"Y al:Oniif• England hed so:m.t'bhing of tho idee long 'bet«!)rt lt 

we;s thought Qf in .AMrioa. ln 1927 adult eduoation in England had 

reaohed the atagil WMI':"'$ the Bdtbh Eoard. o£ J<llWOation it~eutd a report 
• • 

on itt · Ao$0rding 'be tM.l\1 report nbe•tentht ol tho adult od\toedd,on 'WOrk 

118.8 cvr1ed. on lily (1) uni'VersUy tutorial claUiUIJ (I) 18'liv•n•1ity 

•xbeneion oours~tSJ (3) olauea pl!io'dded by the ~~orkors• JJ:ducurbiona1 

Aaaoaiat1on.; (4) dmilar olauts organhed by other 1'01tuttary bocU.••J 

( 5) eimil~r oltUJ&t:)S pr,ovided by tho loul eduaettonal atlthori:t:iea; ad 

(6) misoell.ane()tliJ esoorsea promo'btd by looel sooietiea,l 1htt11Hl> di.d. net 

i:nolude de:ri:n1te1y vooe.tie»nttl inatrurotion f'or teachers, prof'ems:iona.l 

parsons• o~ eth•r•• tmi'V$rdty degree ocurs1ur; or art 10h0ol eHturau••• 

~luoh rsC&nil: work 1%1. adult eduaaticm in lnebnd hal ~n carrie« 

on by !!leans of' the radiO• Enr:land hat a ~rtat ad:vantaF,t over the TJ'J!li:bet 

States 1n her use of' the radio in tho ta't that a unif'ied etuoationll 

~·lrl' P' 19" p p •, f J fTh 

1 J .• Hobart, tt,A.dult EdMiktio:n 1n Great Br1h1n," &~~r~,l. 9.!. Adult 
Eduoationt April 28,. 19'213. P• 497. 
~-·~-··. 



agonoy. ~he Britilllh ll'!l.st!:bt1te of' Adult F.duoat:1on workfll d.iNotly with a 

unitied. b:roadoarting l!l:flll'tWt1 The :Britie'lll. Br~adoastil!lg Oo.rpo:rat:lon. Their 

monopoly tnd control avoida nttilny or the horror111 and errorl!l sent out in 

the name ot •lineation in th& Ulli ted StateJIIh W1 th us hEI!re in Amerle~s .. 

much et our llluppoetd. ~dio »:!ldttlt edueatim b adverttl!!i.ng or 'USeless 

or swn 'ha:nn.f''Ul propagandttlii Thert ia ~r• eduoati~ IIIU:td 1tttUl atlve~itd.ng 

in the :British et:f'ort to ~~pt the radio to adult tRi:rd.:ng. 

For the past hllf' o.ntury Englend • s· ot)ne~tion al!td prt:wtice :l.l!l 

adtllt ed:ueation ha~ 'bHn b$Ull·fld on u~d.versity cooptr~fUOX1 4lE·d guidan.oe. 

HO!'lae the Blng11th thou~t of a.dul t eduoatiott is pl"intu•i1y ta tef'W.! ot 

tutori•l and oollege 9:lt'b~tnsion olas~teh rhe tutors for these ole~eiUlll 

.ara full-time~ well."'PP\id lll!ld recor;nited a111 aU-importun:x4'1 feeirurel!l r!4 

the British ltdu.eationa.l lllGt•Up• They Qli'e ~egll"«eci nn &nly tUl taeaahctrs, 

but also as ptoopagandista fw the tftUI!J1!t. 

Voaatlonal tdul3atio:n in l!ll1gland.;~ as <H!Im.pared wft:bh other f'orme lOt 

education, is ct' oomparati '\Tely reQent gl:'OIIilbh• In the EngUah eleaen!l.tary 

sohoo1 the~ :ta little or no vocational treiningt In ~tt;>'m$ of 'the larltJ" 

oitiee a manual. tmbdng oen'kr is provided «l&parattly tor the th!'lt$:nta.ry 

ed:uotltion. But whe~ever roanual tnd.mitlg or aey tor.m. of woodwork is 

taught it is not taught with e view to pl"oouotng tr11tles;men1 but with a 

non .. '11110eational objeotive,. Tl'!.e o'bj~otive :ll to seoure ~wleclge of' hft 

to handle tools~ to inat111 the importl!ul:ot of' eoourate mllH!ISUr.-nt and. 

good dedgn, and woodwo:ll"k 11 ohoa4U'l beeauae ot iila eonvenienoe rathe:P 

than £:rom any othe:r mot:1.v•• 



There e::re adult •lauee 'in -nrying non .. vooatlonal am'bje.u:tiall 'Whioh 

oater to SOl!!$ li!S.\POOO students in oo'Ul'su va:ryine :fr.om. one year i:n length 

to threa yttarrh,! 

In Sohtt>l ~ Soo1ety .tor Febl"Uary 1928 is a!l intmr&sting and. 

'WOl'th-whil$ aooo\l:flt ot lUlOth$r a'Venue to'\'llatod tlldtllt ed.tumtion wh1eh !a 

opening in Engla:.d~c It deds with thtt diet of tht eohoo'l children of 

Great Britain·• In tht obitff' m&diod of'fie.-r' s feport ot The 'Br1tlsh 

Boord ot Fdueati~ for' 19361 Sir utht'll" MaoNalty iuis·t. tht~~t EJtb.auti<m 

inoludi!ld phydeal $duot~~tion and. that,. i:m 01dt7 to o'btai:rt the 'bEtot!lt ancll 

fullest advantage from physieal edu.eation1 a child must have en ad•qu.at., 

and pi*operly balanotd diet, Hit figure• :r•lating to nu'tl:rit:ton tor the 

Y$11U"I 19$5 and 1936 qhaw that thore b mueb to b~ dtnle and muoh improw• 

IM:nt to be mad$ in thit lbe of pNJer n(N'i'l.l'ment et the oh11~n ill 

th& British eohools. One 1'/lly in whi•h 1M •uldl h.-:w wo:rk dme te H:mE~dy 

thi; is to provide rne :f'e:Od •re l14JU)e:S$'8'l"Y• For; llyl ht, tbf,l!t l.UldAilr­

J)Ol.U'*ishment seems t~ ~flU' a very oons'tant Mletiouhip to thct lil't <>t 

tam11y inoomea alld so to th• proepe.ri ty or' la~k ot pl'<lH~pe:ri ty of definite 

areas o.f the o®tl'tey. hwver, he g~Mt on to point out, that there i$ 

one oause of 111""11eUl"ishl'nent v;hioh is not d1l:'oot).y nlarbod t4i> in(t<nne, 

nan1$ly, ·~hat of laak or knmedge about ifbt buying1 Feperation, and the 

oooking or foods. So he wQuld ha-. put 1nto all iatstNo·Uo:n or gi:rl.t 

''home"'l!llillnagement" as o:ne o:f' tht ~uaential elements of. ed.unt1onr He 

would ha"'J& tpese pt.rt:toular oltH319EHJ opell to all mothers or atty one 'Who 

......,~ ...... , .• , •u''*' 



56 

desires to attend• !!e would also inolude :tn hie oourao in tth0l'll$..omone0el'll.$r.lt" 

the oa:re of" in:rma and yollt\f:; ohilrlri!Jn., :MedioaJ. inspee~t!on shows that 

ttmoh of the 13llttt10ll$ ~~e Of I ohi1d in the 1'1Eltt&l" of :t'll).trition CJOll'llliJI 

before thf:t ohild e"\.re.r l"eEHihei'J the t4ohoot where it rdr:;ht be posa:t'ble tc 

give hh:l the prope-r food. He says thtat it is known thsrt r;irla who haV& 

been ta.u;;ht hOW' to manage ho:ra~ul tend. to · ¥Jtek furthilrr 1nstruot1on whan 

they baoo~:'!t'l wi vos and t!l::lq>Oo'lamt mothers. They take their babies t& 

intent filf'a.~ oent•rs and send them to l"l'Ul'"sery sohoob so th~t they me.y 

ebtain the b'fJne!i~ of' a P...nowled,t;e and. exper!eno& the value of' wM.oh :bY 

understood and appreciated. He would ha.'Ve Y.t'!UOh done in th.ia 11ne of" 

instruction to mothers through the tneaues of thft public schools • Sir 

Arthur NaoBalty eonolud&s b.is arliole by sazring thai; at leeu!lt one a:ba 

o£' goV&rmMnt is '1to oreate a new wra.y ot 11fe and etti'bude at taitld, 

involvin~ the reoocnit1on by peopl~!~ of all ~~ea of the grett benefits_, 

mental, moral" and phy~iod,. whioh aorul!t from e fit end hE~althy hody. 3 

~'"hen th~ Chinese Rapublio l'l!ls established in 1912,. a D1:ds!on 

or fooial Er\'lcation 'Wei formed in the m!nistry to take ohare;l.9 of adult 

E;ducation,. including liln.•~:u·hs.t museums, and pubHo play~r,rounda., Sinct 

tho .roundinl!, of tm National Govorl."l1!1Wnt at Nanking new impatu1 has htel'l 

given to the move:menh sane of the important :met~u:n.'tret'l "V>mieh haw been 

taken 8!'(31 (1) the offir·:bl recognition of sohoo11Jl for U.liter-atee by 

nam'Lng 1~hem Pooplae• Sohools; (2) the estabHe'hl:n.Eint of higher People•' 

---------------~ 
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SeheolaJ (3) the Qpea.ing of peopl~•· educu .. ttonal eento:rs en4 other l!d:milar 

<Jen'b•r•t (4) tlu~ eattblishment of' divbioxut and oomm.:ttteea of seo:tal 

etl\aoation b pro'd.noial depart•nt• of ed.uoation* and ( 5) the set t1ng 

a.a~de at a detlnit& portion of provil'loial fu.r.\da for the development ot 

all lluth eduoation., 

ln i:W. PctCJp .. tt Sohoolt illi'be:ratea o:r aE>m1•ill:1ttratet :tr<>m 

11 )tear• ot ap up are atdldtted. te th••·• 1ohoo11 :ror at ltast 200 hours 

tat instruotlon in the Olli:taeae language (including ai vies and oomtllOn 

knowledge), Arithatio., singing; end physioal exeroioes. Grtaduatea of: 

the People• t Schools are admitted to .the higher Peoples' So boob in 

which vooational subjects may ba added.. In ord4U' to 8ti...ulatc people t s 

interest in these •ohools,, oer11ain we•k• havct been set ad.de in publio 

or populous plaoea in a number of' p:rovinoea, tor th(f propaganda work 

tOW$rd the liquif'loation of' llli tcn•aoy. 4 

knmtg other eetablbllln.<tnte for adu.lt •4uoatio:n 1& the people1 1 

41iduo.atio:aa1 oenter. This is a place where JM~ople may read and atudy, 

attend leotur.e and demon.atrations er amusements, play, mental and 

physical games,. and get simple .modloal aeJ'vS.<M w1.th U.ttle Qr no oha:rge .. 

China has :made c:;.onqiderable prog:reeUJ 1n adult eduoation in the 

last few yetu•s. In all., there are so,ooo institution• for adult and 

popula:r ed'lloation, Most of the members of these eohools are tbo111• who 

have finished primary or middle sohools• 

4 1 .. Lt Kandel, editor, 11Adult Education in China," Ed.uoational 
Year Book, International Institute ot Toaohers College, Oolntttih ' ' 
tfnlve'Fi!ty. Bur•au of hblioatione. New York, 1936. PP• 220""223• 



The OhinctiUt ObristlfUl Year l'3ook or 19281 under the dbouuion 

ot Chinese Qona1Jruot1ve enterprises dhot.uun,d the *'" Education 

m.ov.nent. With tht amount of illiteracy 88 per oent in 1928 and '¥11th 

the g:rcming l"tali.~&atien of the need tor a better l:tJe uo:ng tlw tarmera 

and all the li'.IEI'IIS&s muoh •m neoeua:ry to be done in the torm or adult 

education• Tht fllOOO oha:rActer" sohoola have mad~t possible m.uoh or 

tM.a. The for.mation of this "1000 character" language hae had a long, 

but :moat :J.nte.rel!rbing hi~ttory.a 

Attar th• revolution ot :1.911 education h•pn to bet looked upon 

u a f"unotion of' the .Gtate. :Before this revolution 'wmli was the 

lit~IIX"'l'Y language. It wae not a 111poken langue,gt 11 only ola.u1ea1, tor 

reading.. !he two tor:m.a Wt'l"e li:tgh :tenli and FA.UY' Wenli. Oontuoioue 
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'Wl"ote in the High Wenli-. Due to the western inrluenoes Oh1na saw the 

complioationa on a language only read and not spoken. Great soholarl 

began to think of their easy spoken oo1oquial sound oha:raotera.. Wu Sih, 

a sohola:t" started to popularize th!s pla:bl language or sound oharaoters 

by writlng boeks a.nd newspapm'e• .Among the high literate wriimre it 

met wi-t:;h great ·opposition. But Bible trenslators wloOll'lfJI'd it t'or it 

w~aa mean that there could be a Bible that all who oared to, could 

read. It increued in popularity in ntw4Wapere allld. tinally in a.ll the 

eahool texts. There ~re ~lmo books on philosophy written in 1t• 

l3ut this attempt tO"Mlrd m.aking r,l"eattr l1 te:raoy potai.ble ws not 



euttieient• Adult education has ta~n three lines t~~rd working out 

a e'bi11 more av:ed.lable and usable sya'bma of l."ee.ding and "<vrit:tng. Ont 

,..., the early R&manising of the ohtu'cctere by the mifl$ionl!.u .. iee,. Thia-

. et.llJ&d toll' s. ph0nttio lemguage f'or the 6/700 oharaotere;. tater an 

llphalutt1. on the order of ours was ste.rted. Each ot the 39 characters 
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waa a EIW!li• Tb.iJse 39 sound. Ilha:raote:r~ may be oomb.i:ned in 1.i!pe111ng 

~word in the Manaarin language. The MandQr.in i!ll the oti'ioial languaget~ 

spfOkln. in Peld.ng. All teaohltrs and 8tudente must lear!l thie. It 11 

m.Ottosylhbio a,nd no word has more than t~e• soWldl!l, So that this new 

t-ead.ing mGtbol!l might be a'Vi\ilable to all., ohart1 have been po.sted on 

all the blll boards so that all m.e.:r study 1m.d learnt the ·wu•iou.8 Kus 

llovernE~Ute atarted te us~ theae 39 obarlllctere but no literature us 

a-vailable at \be begimling.. NO\v however, .ther. are mo~ as more 

magadnes lll.vailable, such aa f'arWI!r :magtud.:n•s·· newspap$rs• and i!fUfiou.s 

maga.ail:les tor woment These 39 Ilharaeian:"s give a working b•sia and 

there 11 great enoouragement t'o.r the rea«ere to go with th• mGH 

dittioUlt oba!"aotttx> language-. 

Tn.re era a number ot so~ial organiscationt in China through which 

the ObineBe w~m are finding expression •. The Y.w.o.A• ie the out• 

stending WOO'l.Etl'l •s organii'lll\tion. E'.erli11 the Ohin~;uu• WQI'I.ell bee.Ol'!IA\'t familiar 

m th tho issues of the present day and it persues a tteady polioy of 

home education p~obl~s for th~, It is said to be the principal adult 

eduoat1on movment fo-r Chineme wolnEII\ and w1 th a memberah~p: or 12,000, 

it b a potential florae in Chirtfh Ita pro,Gram is designed to be adapted 
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to ebangittg ulds at:.ld ea%!, thus meet 'bht d!lmande madt upon it by ohangi.:ng 

o:troumst~Utee•• 

c. Y• leo says in hie diseussion ot Masa ~duoation in Ohina that 

li«aas lduo!llt:ton. is the offspring or national ftel:\.:ng and demooratia 

ab1tl.mt. Phoneti~ lieript.- "ternaou.lar l:tt•retur&" popult~tr 1•otttMs,. 

ontent.l~~ttt, music, •f'torbs to ~move f1lit.noy~ public health~ oo• 

operativt ~otieti•s 1 agricultural extension, eoolal organizations and 

tb.EJ U.k., all are :tnstr~nta, tteii!Uit1 e.XJ.d. mr!rthods of a ·MO'\l'emen:b wh:toh 

should 'be :r•lated to the whole tield of lldttoation a!'.ld social. r~taonetruo• 

tion, ~Am likem.se to tm adult eduoat:to•al movement. £5 · , · .. · 

A r1ela ami: full lite for e:ireey 1nd:t:v1du«ll the advancemt''ht of 
•odetyJ high moral sts.nda:t""cls r hap:p:y hom•st nationa1 ltabili tr .. 
and. blte!'national h~u·mo::r.ly••thesa .p,roe th& goats to whioh our 
thoughts in Ohina •:re di.reottd: ntght and d.ayt: For their 
IUJOO'.I'lpl1ebment w mW~J-t· not onl.:y work·ea:r:nestly te> .esteblil$h 
tl'fl• publio education tor al,. but we ll'l.uet as 'ea'1Gus1y promote 
:nuuuil edueat10'll S.n order that all men and women may haVE!' always 
bEWtox-e thm an opportunity for learning. K~e& edue.a:tiM h: 
~t f>n1y f'Gr otlaer3; btrt fQ:r elloh of· ua ourse1 we not only to 
teaoh ~he pt&ple but to render th .. oap•ble ot •~1r-aduoation1 
w:attl ftdus.e.tion be-oo.mes one ot 't,he eJrnm.on requisites ot 
en•tenoe_. ae t'Nt •• ai:r and water* 

(NoteJ !y ,.lll16ts •dttot~tionllf Mrw lao ltl$11UlS adult eduo~·bion •. ) 

tu Ohuen James Ye11.1 -writes oonO:~trning· adult education :tn Ohi:rut 

during tbs present •r situation~ He si:1'Jf 

Ev&nts are moving :rapidly in the Orient• 'What theee eve%\ts 
~11 eventually entail, no onD oan pr~diat. But one thing 
already is eenai:n& tar- fro~n b~ating Ohina into aooeptillg 
the role ot the ve.nqubhad •. the ad:vanoing Japantl!e em!ee., by 
their barbarity and tet~or1sm# have stimulated th$ Ohin~•• 
peoplt to nrlouble their etror.ts ot X'&sisttUlOIIft, The threat 

a o, Y. Ita. o1 ~JJ't~c·~~'f'ive Ye:ara of Masa Education# {Shanglud.J 
ODS~~nCt:roial Press, 19 , pp71"tf3·I59, --

7 Loa, o:l.t •. ---



of national extinction he! produced. a sobering eff'eot on 
the leaders ot China. 'Who a:re beginning to roalhe that 
thea-e !1 X!lore to national dtt'e~se than the &lt!Clni:ng ot 
armaments and tht training of t:roope. They have oame to 
see that the fighting meehine of the country, it 1t is to 
be etteoti w, must havt the baoking ot a oi vi lien population 
that b w11 inf'ol"'li$d.,t vrell organbed.. end able to cooperate 
intelligently with their so14Uiery. This realization has made 
"~ple•$ tr11i:ning"' th, natio;.1s oentr•l educational oonoer:a 
•S.n .. the beginning· of the war and hae o:teated in sewl"al 
lmJ:I)one.llt provim•~tiJ ~rtfMdented opportunities for the Hans 
Eduoat1on Movement, 

Largt numbere of the intelligentia ¢£' this country have 
'been t·eriousl.y- af.f.'eoted by the ~r. ChintU:H!I 4tduoational ~and 
aul'ltUJ'al bstitutio:ns beve been tavorlt:y targets of Jap»Ulese 
bom.bar~nts, arvi Ohines• sah')lars1 teaohers 11 and s1;udents 
have b.~~ten looked upon by the invaders w1 th hatred rand 
anbnGsi ty• • • " Tbe aoholars ot Chin« art turning adver-
s1 ty into opportunity .• , 1~1 th their work u.pro c) 'bed -.nd thei :r 
patrio'tiio ••a.l intendtied by savagery and anton dest:r'U.ation 
they a.re responding 'With great enthusiasm to the oall of the 
day al!\4 fAre g!'V!n~ themsel vea .to th<a ril'W'lklllni:ng of the rotuus 
in the vast runl areas ot thtir oou.ntey,. • • • Early ln 
o,~t0bt:r filby ~ung :own and young 1li'Ol!lln, :most ot i:lhtm oolleg& 
srad:uates1 were givtn ill month or apeoial training and sent 
l))'Ut in sbc 'befamtp, eaoh team to be :r~apotlsible for mobili~Slng 
and traixd.%1@ thtt tante:rs of aelerated areas :tn two bJJ,ie~, in 
l!unan• This wrk i\t now in full ew.Uagt wi tb. tour loll 
$mphfll.!lis upon :t:n'bellectual enltghtemMn:tt •. agrloul1mral 
produot1on~ health .tl.ueat1on.1 and the Grgt\ni.cation ot the 
people into oorpa tor wartime ler'Yioa. Much ot this looka 
tfl1ftrd posimtU" ftOonttruoticnf· • ' • 

Sinee .the btglrmi~g of Paoember thf.J work ot the Mov&m!lnt 
has extt:nd.ed into man:r other provinces., From 10 briof a 
sum>r.·uu·y 1 t should bG evident that tlw Mur Eduaati.on MovllllllGnt 
ha1 gathered. momontum with aooeltrated speed sinoe tbl 
begiMing of the •r-.a 

t • 

a Yu Ohuon .James Yen• Direotor, "Chinese 'National A.asooiation 
ot the Jll:au :!llduoat:ton Mo"'li!n''1ent1 Chine111e l>ll.fl\ .. ~ Educua:tion :tn \~tll:r T~. 11 

The Journal of Adult Eduoation 1 April, 1938, PP• 184 ... 186 • 
............. IPt ~$~·-~ I,. " ....... "" 
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SUlv!Li.ARY 

Ii'1 a cu:meltuii:I.W l'umMary or adult eduoation in tM thtited states 

tlb.el"e •~ •ttl¥ pointl &r typEUJ in thilll eduoati® which have not been 

touohad. b thia study.. ~ or ·che &g~tnoicts :1n th 'If Um.t fil"IIU 

ti"bra:r1ea 
lltitf!l'fti!Q 
Prlsons 
Oht.U'tho• 
~Ugiftl , Orgatlisatio.ne 
.hblie Sohoob 

Among the maey t~•• or a<.halt educ::ua:Uo:n whioh are aotive are- f'oundt 

lu:ral Edlloatiq 
!d:uoation tor th~ Fore-ign-bo:t"ll 
lduoatbm tor the illiterates 
Wo:rkerst E4u~ation 
idtlt<1!&tiett for th~ N•g:ro 
Parent: Eduoeti<m 
Vo~atlo!lal l!Jduoetiu 
Edu.oat:ton through ltc:reation or Ldaura4111"1::1mt 

l!be past l$w ~a:rs haY~t seetn adult education taking a muoh larger 

, place in publie thought~~:. In theo.ry, at least th~:t:r~~t fHUnu to be a general 

recognition of' th$ :need tQ'f' pro'rl.di:ng eduoational opportunitiea for 

adults that wil.l result in better publio praotioes and conditions that 

atfeot the social lif«!J: of the country as a 'Wholt~ and <:ttrtainly will make 

tor more individual e.:f'f'ioienay and happin,IUUI~l At8 is ae•n a.bo,,o,. thtn•e 
·"-.' 

are many, Ili.Einy ld.nd.s ot oduoationd mubjeot""llltltter optnl. bo adult1.-. And 

th•r• 111J a body or pdnaiplft$ bCJing developed that 'Will gl~ direatioru11 

·bo the adult tdu:oa.t:t.om moW!Ilflll:nt whioh will bring abotlt aa aotmd a. 



philosophy in this line u any that "~ havt tn ~ley' other m'Vfn::Nt of 

:bnprowl':!'lant, The adult education mov•:me.nt 1fl n&w dmet tntirely 

free from the public oritiole that it h m8rdy another tad o:r tanoy 

added to thet aooial o:rdtr• 1'he pnunt tann:•E~blt status or adult 

ed.u.oation il YJell t:~Ul'l11:1larizod by 'Wytr in the tollmttg attJ~'bt:m~mtt 

Eduodors Vlho a .tn yt!IH'lrs ago saw nothin~ to attft.et t• 
in the tield of adult education.,. are now aueniq rith 
emphasis that in it lie tho gr"eatest eduoationtl p:rtblflzlW 
and the greate.f.tt edueat1onal opportuni t1e111 ot th~t blmtdilte 
future• Changing politiod, t~~>oon.om'to 11 tnd even philoaoph1oil 
thought, new :tnwntione, and new mtfUll ot transportation are 
brin:~in.r; 1n a p~n·iod ot rE~adjuatnwnt sill11ar to that at tbl 
Re1'1aht~~anoe. In this New World the adult ia as muoh oonoernec!l. 
and ae muoh aonlltreined to aoquil'EI new knowledge and undtr• 
stemdi:ne; as ie the college ~ttud.ent.l 

Almost the grea:beat danger to the whole idea ot education for 

grownups is thEt sudden use of 1 t as 8: lll$CUUI to pro'dde jobs for the 

unE~mployed. ThE~ tendency to look upon .adult eduoation only IUl a ~:~ouroe 

of' m011ey., is but one instanoe ot the dOWl:V&J!UI w.t th wbieh an Las taken 

hold of his nev: freedom. The loami!#:': of sldllfl has ih part in enry 

program of eduoation ... ...manual sldlb MVI alwaya ba.d a high importanee 

1n daily living. But they I!U:'e not the higbeet dde ot eduoation-be 

it aduootio~ for the ohUd l:n the nur&try sohoo1. CJr f'or the parent in 

his study ...... that :means th• most. . In tlw work ot adult eduoation tn.. goal 

oonoe:~.~,.ling skills murl't be olear1y seen••to substitute freely ohoJ•·n, 

!::pontaneously loved sk:Ula, rM~nud, bodily, or :1ntdleotutl, suitable 

to ~tS~aoh orte who ohooaes 1 t b where tht ornphuh must be plllCtd. 

------·-



Thosf.l enp~ in adult eJduoation should iaeriously oonsidE~r 
their utives and ask thewsel vta e d:roplo queetion ootlotu•:ning 
why they are prersttsni:ng to eduoerbe anyonEh They ou~hi; to btl: 
quite ('!lear that what the;r hev. to give in <tduoation b not a 
:pleuant kind or dope or anodyne but something that, when it 
t:ntttrllf life • tt wS.ll be like the leewn in 1 barrel of' meal 
'by its $'W21l inh•rent ~l'ld irresttble ge.r.m.1nal qualities 1't.lll 'WOrk 
a o®llplttte chan~ qd tranafigu:ration in that lin. They ought 
te ·'a mo tttNJ of" what thsr a:re do~.ng that they aauld ,. quit• 
t$~ent to do it :ln obeo~rity and '\dth<;>'l;rl;; petrcl'la,ge IIU'ld wbm. 
n$'e&l11filtll"Y4 at !P'elt oost,. They eught to 'bEt quite S'l.'ll'$ 'bh&t 
whra'ti tb~ have to g1ve is tn the nature of a liberet.1:ng )?(;'~Wet' 
'he 'mEli'l and. 'flal!jiiJll 11 v1ng under tm rerrbr1ct1 ve hand ot neoeett:\. ty 
anf. igl')ll>reoe,. l•~•~ee., wh$n all tu I!Jaid and· dono, that is the 
ftu:lnion fbi! •Gtue$t!ort.·* 

~-The ~ammon Room. 
lfOWUlbE+X" 1935,.. 

* 1'h1s quotetion is used as a oonolm1ioxl to t'M awrrm.ary. 
The $Our.ot •• noi; awil•blth 

64 



.·· 

.. <I ""I Ill ""~ " 1l 

, · ·awrmn ·~~ix-,::· 

LITERACY 11 INDIA 

One•sl~h of tht h~D raae dwel1e 1~ tho villagta ot l»Ata. 
Eight out of' every nine l'nditma are tural, .Almoat 90 per oerm 
of tht.We are UlitoJ~ate• '1'o gi'rt 'bha tht educatiom they._,, 
more ~adequate $<lhools and teachers are imperativtl)' oalled ror. 
About 30 mlllion w:..a a:md women are 'behg given the tnnehb:e. 
U.n1estl they grow in judgment and oharuttr; the~ tl."e 1Ute1;y to 
bel!l<Jmt a menaot to thMUel vee, to lflb1 and to the wot"ll. • ·•' ,, 
More and more: oloeely bound together br quioktr tQllltQI.miut1as, 
peeple thll'oughout the who'!$ world. an eure to autter t'"nm'b\ut.113r 
it tht dxth of their numbtr redding in rw-al India acmtimte 
111.1 •laws to Us•an and auperatlf.tion. But it hdt.a 5..1 adltq-.te:1y 
educated,. in the remoteat hwnlEtts as wll as b the t~, ebe 
promiat.s to enrich wo~ld. oi:vilbation with even great.n gi.thl 
than her pricoleu troasurea ot the put in the titlda ot art, 
philoe~phy, 1iteratu:ri't1 mathtmatioe, and r.Ugion.l 

The writer or the above knowa idw rural a1l4 the "'uoa1d.oul ecm• 

dttion and. outlook of l:ndia as few oth&rt know it, Anli if hie atat.cu;1te 

... 
India, There lr't l'llillione in India today who art on 1'1.H with a i:mpetuout 

" 
love tor their oountry !Uld 'Wb.o are impatlen't with tnytllldng 'What rr'bmd1 

in the way ot her full treedcw and deivtlo:pl'l1Gl:ltt liven ~M 1111 terato 

mass~ut ha.vt .eense4 the oond1t10n a.nd havt arbon and are takUlg pert to 

the greatest degree posdble for thdt irl the pu.blio lite of tbtil' o&ml'li%7• 

It we should ask tlhe (J.Uett1om of 'Why a literate ln41a, w ldght 

answr by a similar quell!'b:ton•-w'lw a littrato .A.ratrioaT But we •1 wl1 

oonddet a tew ot the qut111t1orus that will oon.:f'Nnt Indb as sh» 'beot:m.ta 

li t«n•ate, A dbtin~ubh.td jud.get reotntly add that 1:l:" literaoy !n 

1 Muon Oloott, .• ~·.t~t.r XilllfS! Sohooh, (Oaloutteu Y,H.c • .A. 
Publ iehing Houee,. 1937) • P• I. 



lad1a would nu!lke h411:t into the ld.nd ot oountry that ao•oalled ed.uos.ted 

lCtWope 1.s, he ptte.ferred. the preun'b st.. te of Ind.1a to rermain. There 

1m ~~- tt"trbh. :ln this atatement1 though not all truth .• 

GEl 

The 4lYer•5:b:r in the raoical or1g!n• and ill the oultural eompoai­

tioxur of peoplea give rise to a gnat Eli:veraity· in lenguagee. l:n India 

• .find mo:re 'bb.al:t a dCI.u•ext l'Jil4ljor languages, almost two hUl!ldl"ad distinct 

lanpagee, and abnc!nJt 54:0 dialeot&t The eoolal and pol1M.oa1 etteot of 

thS.. c~ituati~a oan hal"dly be aas·eeae4. Oae may wll see that u!ldtr' these 

oonciitions it m1dd. 'be di.ff'ioUlt tG attain a '"ntry pronounoed solidarity 

:t.n. ge>ve:J!'l:ltllent and IIJoc;d.al bwtitutiol'lsJ that nnspapU'Il 1!l0uld. have a very 

.:U.m!.ted o1roulatienJ and tb&t illiten•;y would result. It is est:tmated 

that 2 pe:r t;Qt fMl the ••n and 10 per Gent ,of' the m.en in ll'ldh a:r. 

litll"$te in &Jily ).a:ttg\lt.ge,. reo that the masses tend. t.e be iporant., in• 
. . a 

a.rticntla'be.. iUlli\Jle • and euperst1tioua • 

In v!n Gf the vast population oi' the eo\Ultry e.nd. the high 

~ste• h•la 'tr•dit:tonally among 041Main · oli!Uise:a for learning,. it is 

noted that but a «mall per oent or India•s Qhlld:ren Qnd y~uth is provided 

thct ••ans ot an t4uoat1w.l. or ie acoeptial the l'.l'Wans pr~vid.ed. Nearly 

thret•:f.'.o'UU!"tha Qf' the dll•ges of: Indi.a have mo sohGole. • .and out of 

36 million. obildl"en who sb.ouldl be in eohool only S :million are evtn 

en:rolled,.3 

Indian ltllders 1 however., art I.'WIU'O Qf their condition along edu• 

1 Jamts Lowell Hypes, . SEotli&,hto on the Oultu:re of' India. 
(Washington, D. C. 1 The Paylion 'ao11, !§~,-p;' 1tJ. -'' .,. 

3 Arthur Me hew, The Eduaation or India. (Londono l~'aher euu\ Gwyer, 
1936),_ P• 9. - --



and· aJ•!b •ld.ng efto:li'ts to ool:'reot the situation. Many provinO:ttt,. 

enoourt.geci by ~~rants t:rom both tht> Bdtish goftrrnunt and the- O.n'bral 

go..,.rmem or tndla1 are improving the tao111titUIJ for· verneoular edu• 

oattoru Bengal and a number ot other provinces have aooepted the 

prine!plt: Of eompu1aory primary educurbion• 13t.lt 'betore there oan be 

oun.Jji>ulnry $c:btoat1on that i~a really el'l.foroed1 euoh problems as oomm.une.l 

strif'ft eepaJI'al:;e eEi"Ucation tor boye and girls, the poverty ot the tax 

pa.y~u·, po$r roads, the t!l.~arth of oornP~'ttu1t tEta ohn111• old t:radi tion«,. 

an& other like situations will have ta be solved• 

ln. Lt:n;tbaak• s disou$slon of the question of l:lteraoy M l!layu 

One•half of' the world's population, mol:'e then a thousand 
million people oannot even read • The man who is illiterate 
is in a. ~rison of thll blankest kind•-. prison of the mind,. 
rib soul ii!J filled w1 th countless feare of the unknown. He 
ht\s .rtb adctquate sf!llf-de:tenee t linoe he hal!l so 1:1. ttle knc:.vtll'ledgth 
In tpite of his fear he is the viotim of brutal etrength and 
olt'V't1' sooundre1s,. 

I11i'berate regions are breeding :plaoes of epidemioe whioh 
may spread to other countries • The world's greatest plagues 
are nearly everywhe~e under ooxrbrol, except 1n densely ilH.tera,te 
regions, Where fU"e thea• regions? Two thirds of the billion 
11Uterate Uve in Alia, ot whom. 350 rtdlliGrl are in China and 
349 lldllion are in India. lt' these vast mul t:ttudes; over" half 
the world•s populetion, oen be lifted to a higher level ot 
intelligeno&J U." their minds on 'bt op~ned to the world's best 
thought and ~rt and soienoeJ then evfU'Y man and WOMtn in eveey 
oountry will feel tho pulaati~g of that new oontribu.tien to 
sooi~tty and to htonan wel:t'ar•• 

Until very :reoc.mtly1 eduoat1on in India hu dealt 'With the 

oh1ldren. lli~don eduoation1 fU •11 aa Govtrl'ml0nt hal felt that., it 
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the Qhildren w:rt tcllloattd1 thh •ulcl take car• of all thct pro'blem of 

S.llitarao,y em tJf aU the various pl"a>ble!D8 'Wh1eh ari&& bttOtl't.tiG ot 

1111 te:raoy-. ~''*"vtu• 1 .in the put :y1tar or so 1 t bat bten realized that 

the pre,elllt eond.it!.OIIs of :tndia d.e-mand pfn."'dstent, wi4e~sp~e#d1 ed 

tMrge'biQ t:ft'0rt111 to raove 11U.teraoy from llUOng the adulila.. Up to 

nna the witte.n lalllgneg.ea e.r India have been a eloetd pteao:J've• 

jealouely gua.raed by the ptm.elit·a ud prtea!'tU!ll but with the intenae 

interest t•:v aldl;\l t edu<railion thfs,e laagU:ages are to 'btc-. the property 

•t tbct mUll~••· 

ifbat ta. or what should. be the aim of C!KtuoaM.oh in lndb7 X.a 

it th• lliame •·• has b~t,n'l notEI'cl fef' ~rioa't Should th• pret~~ent 4q 

oenet)lt ef nuttat.'-CliD l>a what it onoe ••t Wha'b •• tht early e~neept 

ot ed:uoaticm bt lt3!14ia? As tbt wt·lt&r •••• it,, !lt '1181 tb.t taDU.~~ aa it 

"'*' i:n .Ameri&a-a 'bra~ins !'er the religiO\'tlll lilt ot 'bhe inc:U.vidual• 

l:n &neriea the iniiv14tut.l learned ue re.ad to 1ihat hi might W'ad tkt 

s~rtpiiUFCIUt, lit~t'WI SEifWe Axnedoa Dill dta.,o'ftcJ~>ed thi• tyte tt b t4tt.• 

oett.el!l ws touad i.n Il!ldia and 1 t ·wwu1 oarri.ed on moat e.f'flioiently b. 

the varitue r.ligtow.a ctente~h '!'be 1;.~e, the g.trlt \lebg e:x;olucled_. 

learned te ••<a cor Hlii'le byro'be o.ir'bad.n f8•••8.1•• ot tbAJ:l.r holf books-. 

It bas 'IMen add. 'lllhat "Obangt ia 'bhe p:rioe ot prcgrua, T~ 

mastodon didn•d adept la.welt to oba.qe a:nd ht exiats today only in 

mt'l•·•WM•.r There hae been and!. :11!1 b•bg more ohange in lite in Im<llu :ln 

irlh'Le past~ tew years than ln prtbably anv 111tlutr country. Theref'ore, :must; 

the aim of ed.uoai:!:\.on oht.n.s;e. 



Gandhi has vtry reoe:ntly exprened Ma idtl as to 1\ha'b p:rlall1 

eduoation ahould ~e and h~ it should be me~aged• That ther~ ia the 

great finanoial problem to be~ oonddertcl along with the eduoational 

problm,. 1s true.. But whether Gandhi t s aim.a tor prim.axy e<tueation are 

the beat, or whether hie attitude toward higher education is th~t beat 

for the country, haw been eubjeots for ~oh d1.$QUU1ttt pro and om:t. 

As gi vcm in his paper the Harijen his ideaa .tollna 

~he Oongreu m~.nistries which are now f'unotioning in abc ot 

India's provinoea are taoed with e. grnt dittioulty in Hpn to 'fJht 
' 

problem of' gene:ral education.. AI they have talcttJ:l office there a.re a 

number or promi111ea wbioh they he.., made and whioh they feel mutt bt 

worked out fofl the knef!t or 'bheir <tOUtl'bty, ot thut two pt11oba• 

one ie that there is to 'be uniwrnl eduoa.ti.Qtt tllmtdiatel;y1 am i'Jbt 

other ia that of the pol:loy of prbhibi tion and 'bbe te4uot.totl of b:%14. 

ta.x. These two mean a fall in pro'lfln()ial f't"'fenue,., and a put lessening 

of rinandie.l. pOW$l"fh Thue of' oourse will gre~tly e.f'teot their paUoy 

or universal edu,ation. 

In th s dtue~t:l.on Gandhi has ()Oirll.e t~rcl with a IOltrbioa. n. 
id.$a iii! that eduotlltion ean an·d should be se1f'•s'UPli)Ql'tmg, And eat &! 

·~ 

the p:rovinoes _ Th$ Oentral Provinots, has taktn hold of the Uta to 

see how :t t :may be worked• The ll:d.uoation Minister ot the C.tn'bral 

P:rodnoes reoently said • "We Wl!lnt to pn~parflf a thrtf' to totu• ::I'Ml"• 

oompulsor~r ourrioulUJn for prima:r:v school• in the villacoa 1• whiob 'Will 



'"poet ttl ~~~,. -v~eatlol'l.tll tJ:~t~ifliag wht<rh 11'111 bJtimg ~tey t1i1NIJI ._ 

~Jw 1t~ ..... or to t.tw taohftl -.hioh 11111 'b«t ••lt•lttpp:orUttg••' 

n.t IMplilMthAa 91 atn~hl•1 •o~ of s:.-!tt!!lupport ~ eleartr 

··-~ l21 I, &:'·~- btu. ~ h ,!>~13.!! (.htlJ :n. 198"1.) fl'wy 81"11 •• 

t•11-• 

(1) ms s.-. ie: t«t btlt'-' \he- oldld"a ftbtoa_tlon ~, -.ohlJll 
ti a uetut t.:Mt-.rt aud cmttbltt it to pJ'QQ4Ut4 tJ~OJt. the 
Mliltl!lt lt Hg!M iii 'lilllllini~• rfe WO'ttld Mb it I 
·om1tl!t1m that tbct Jilt4:• tlakes ovt¥' the ~tt\lte:otu.ret 
tit~ ··~·14 

(I) til:tlN'tlltty #Jho;a14 ~t btl Ngartld AI tbt •4 f>t e4UIItt• 
o:- •wn •a lt:l!l beglnni:X~I£•· 12'l 1t.,alt it it m •~h.uatt.o•• 
'lM ••iatttii'la :tat dbtingubrhlm t~ th• •ehafttoal 
tt~tc~ ot .wry hfmliiora:r' ie whe.t oon$\Un.rbea. real 
e4\n•'blon-. 

(.a) O.l~~ p4 nnwo ot highflt' leeftlt~ tMldt nn he 
•:t®e~4 '117 ·\be ttot•h Tbty should be ••lt~onlq 
oP tMr ah<m1.tt1 it tt.y b&ppen to be temtn~~ r4 ........ 
l~n11ea·Md.ng• btt Yllli!ntalntd br pl"l'ft.t'lll! lll4u•'a-ta1 

· ~ '!~P~tt.t·l ff'pn!I.Htle• wkloh •r 1M· b Me4 .t 
· itto~1oca1 -.tt• b tal'J'yi11g WJ tlu1ir b·tu•1a••• •••~ 
pi.t&•· •••y, •• t~nt by thft etttt• em. ~1~~~ .­
us.wrd>t!••• wUl thoD be saw4 1nd Mn, if ,. .. be, 
M ~~ on tM ~dttntlm ot tM !11191/JIQ, 

( 4) !di:UN u.~ota14 bt r.o:rui tiM tlwottgb a ayeiNtJl fit e.• 
I!HttJtl;p\ten, -.~ and ~n ot l•ar:nlXt~ l!AJ be •ona.o:r1ptet 
to It"" I _.«n• ot ,._F.,, IP1 t.lw, t~ -th• -~hbft ~ 
·•M.oh 'bb•f may • ,ual1N.drd1 ()rt • Hh:ey not exM1t4ll!ll 
ta.lr ain'MI\am" .m 1 JJ()Ilt~~ ~ ~ug w1 th the ••••• 
1tw1 (J)t \r. em.urb17• 

»&. 1'•l11ltltvugdya1 ono ot 'bb.• •4uo:tort ot 1~11, ill • ori ttqut: 

ot 'b'ht ldftl of Ga~4h11 po!.~t• out that it la truo that ftuoa.ticm ie not 



mer~t literaoy. But it is equally true that it :te not the mere ability 

to oultivate the soil, to oarry on e hancH.orott 11 atld to produce &omt 
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art :tole having a l'!Jlrketable value. It eduoation Mans &nly tJ1li.1 latter, 

then,. lUI Mr, Yenkata:rangaiya e&ys is perfectly true, that egduoation 1a 

already wide ... spraad 1n India and that one eall no longer 1ay that olll:y 

10 per o~nt of the popt,lat1on ie td.uoahd. lt this h the ab ot tdu• 

oation, 1f i:f:; is ed.Uoation, thtn no eltllll4Uttll~! IOhe<'ll8 lllr'Gl nEHIOIIHU'Yf 

for the ohildren can tft training fo'l! these fill"&f'ta :f"rom t hoi:r pv-.ntl 

at hOlT!$' and this training will be more prflotbllll 4Uld mort t:f"het1 'VI 
I 

than suoh training, 'Whioh :might be g1vtn in ttl -.l,•ntlcy I!Johool. 

Mr. Yenkatarangdya SIY.Ill that there are t><yfo hdo truth~ in all 

moVlfl!'lents to%" education. One is that tht bt#t U a p~:rson oan bo drawn 

out :tf sytrtematio attempt is made in that direotiOll :f'r• ohUdb.o.odt ftlit 

prooeu :must begin fran ea:rly youth and be oardtd on tor a :nUI!IIher et 

years after ohUdhood and youth are a.dvsnoed,:. l!ut in oh11dboo4 ani 

youth ar~ the years when the body, mlnd1 and spirit are most tlq:d.h11 

and adjustable,, The r; eoond truth which he 1tts forth b tlult th1• 

procese of drawing ottt the but in t~t full life ot .e. ohiltl is »~il 

effectively. don~t by eo.me one who hu speoia1i$ed in """ob u art. This 

is one of the moet di.:f".f'ioult of all arts and ha4J btta so rtoogniztdf 

henoe every sooiety hu a olaiiUI of te~~tohert tor thil work. M'll&&ticm. 

is~ theref'ore, the eltlllllia•nt or an inti•te oontaot bom·en t~taobrur• 

and pupils. And a. Stlhool is the l'laae tor th11 ooXl.'baot, In tvtry obu 

of' sooiety and :Ln. every oountry, 1 1ohool 111 now prtterrtd to tn.ohing 



in the home partly btoaun it :1.13 more eoonQmioml and partly because the 

beat i:n th\'11 ()hlld o:an · be drawn out in the company or other olrl.ldren, 

and ala0 booauai!J eueh a soohl atm.oaphera h in more consonance with 

d$'1!.o<it:t.aoy l!ll\ld the ideal of equal opr>ortun.i ty., 
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Educational l'll(llt;hod 1&~ ·still domine.t• d by the medieval 13onoeption 

o:t' the eduoated pert1om11 as those able ·to read an(!. write. Thellle a:ro most 

useful, ttis truer but they are not fundarn.antal to the "'lihole of aoobty, 

Human beings need ·rirst of all olothing, food, and shelter. TM 

aoti.vit!es by whioh ·these arl!l sqpplied Qre not despicable nor degnding* 

The idea 1 in vi Erw is a oommw:li ty in ·whioh all wo.rk is honorable 1 in whioh 

the ol~u·k or teacher :ts in no way superior to the :rdlway engine ... driver 

of the textile worker, The eohoole ere intended to aduoate real engine 

drivers• and not only ¥all imi:bliltion of olarkm and teaoh•ra. Therefore 

the bash of $duoation s:hould be oooupattonal aotivities. 

M:r. Yenk(atarengaiya feels that there is room. for questioning the 

f'easibil1ty of'.tha aelf ... support of the ed.t~caUonal 111yatem, e~speoie\lly 

in the elementary schoolah The ohildren in the elementary depart:lllt.ents 

are f1"om tht a.ge of f'ive to Erle-ven yean. (These. oonstitute grades one 

to five). Durin~ thie period should the time be spent in continuous 

sustained wo:t"k that will .attempt to produce articles having a marketable 

valuet Thtll body 1a still underde'"'loped and more intereut is in play 

tha11 in l\Qrk. Ko:t"eover, tho primacy oonoern of the aohool ahould be to 

teach the ohildren not mertt1y the handioratts but thl!l' principles ot 

so:t1!U.tOtt hiotory, mathel!l4t1os, geognphy, and sooiol,or:,y illustrated by 

the pa.rtiaula:r o:raf't that is bdng tiJiught • 



It is the particular e~igenoy or th~ present financial situation 

thet haa made Gandhi put forward ·bhis plea for sol:f'•aupport:tng eduo.a ... 

tion~ Does this mean that the only alternative to thE:~ inability of the 

provinolal gewr::1.1Jltnt to btar the burden o£ expenditure iii! to throw 

tha.t burden on the shoulders of' thee obild:ren? 
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THE PRl!JSENT ADULT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

M this pX'oblom. deals aoldy with adul.t education w alu!ll lea,,_ 

the su'bjeot of CJduoation other than that whioh belon s t~1 thE! realm or 

adult lira. Howe veX', there should be 110 d.il"~ot, dist1not line dram 

botv:~ton the two, tor adult education m)lould be oontlnu.e.tion ot the riu"' 

cation begun i:n childhood. Literacy tthould not bt :rega.rd.td u tN:l en( 

of •duoat:ton, awn as it1 baginnil:'lG• :Bl:luoation in India should malt• tor 

purposefnl human being£i and for moral oha:raohr .and impr()'Vt U ving ton• 

ditions in eaoh oonnnunity through good oithensh:ip, While Hteraoy it 

not n$OQ~sarily tht end no~ even the beginning ot eduo•tion• still 1t it 

one of' tho largest :raertora wh:i..oh lmilbll!l pouiblt that whioh ia real and 

worth-.•lhlls (lduo~.:~tion, .And harll) in this ~:~tudy we shall oonddtr th!t 

question· of l:tteraoy in India .from the standpoint of teaching the edlillt 

to road and writE~• 

Ba:rly in the· year 1957 e. ohallenge was flung fptth b)t the All"' 

. India Co:nforenoe JJ.f' Indian Chr1.st1ana 1 and their sbgan gi vet in few 

words,. thfltir ohallengo. The 1logen waa, "mry Christian a ioadtr by 

1941 .. t1 '.rh:i.s ha.s not been re;$arded &J a bit of empty idtdim 'nd vain 

optimism. At ~~on u one. t~t:.,,v-..$ of what th':.s wnu'ls, u.aoh1n~~ llilUmaa 

o.f. adult• to read 11nd wr:ltt, irruwdbtely the (QUestion t~da~n.~, "Cam 

a.dul ta be ta11ught to l~eu·n?" :r:te gt?mtral S.mpreuion has dwtyt bittti 
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thfll'b after a n.rta:tn age the :m.ental devalopmant t'eta(lhes a cnn·tain hvel,. 

beyond i!Vhhh :t t oann.G)It r:t.se. l!l. t. Thorndtke 1 :t:n hi a book, Adult LoEU"ll"" 

1n& :reports that the o.•ragt~ :tl1S.n of 42, though only fi ve ... dxtbs as bright 

a& one of 2Jat oala le<arn better than a youth of l5 and far b~atteJ:r than a 

ohil:d ~f 10• · · h says ~rther that a JMUl or woml'ln under· !'H'ty should 

XI$'V$r b& di$oouragtd f.r.om t;cyi:ng to 1earn.1 

Bes:idt·S t.b& th.e0ry of this al'lii:JdnE·rnt educational psyohologistll w 

ha:ve th-9 rectlld. of what has been done in china with adults in the Wau 

Lite:raoy liowMnt• :or •. Y. c. J'am.ea ·Yen, a graduate of\ Yale Ul'rl. ,,e:rs:lty 

'began workiltlg with 1 1450 atudente in l9l2J and within l!ltv~u year• he· 

lls.d taught five mill:t0n 'tio read and wri te. 2 

There ar• a :tsumiber of l"<taso:ns for the great stress baing jttst now 

put or.~ adult sdu.-.ation :tn India.- .Amon1; these ree.sons are first;; the 

alogan ltau:J:illhed by the J.ll ... India Coni'~:ro:uc:e ot lnd:i.a Christia.:r:ua just 

dboussed., 'the Ob.uroh. tits a whole,. has rE~alized that having tht younger 

m.emoorslaip t:lff the Church eduoatad is not enough. The r~ad:tng of th& 

:Bible b:t eaoh incdividual in th&_ Ohuroh ie one of tlw first &IU!&ntials 

·to make cld'feetivl!l• truitful ltl0m.b&rs of the Churoh of· Ohriat in llldith 

Those of u:s who work in lndia eo t);"equ~n~tly wonder at :it is 
that mk:es such dif:ftr•noes in different groups of Christ:!lanh l'fe ftO 

to one Ob.riatia311 home wl1.,re1. though poverty reigns supreme, thcflre is an 

e.tmo$phere ot peeu11e a.nd ;joy and th:l.n~s• are much oloaner thtnl in tome 

1 Et t 41 Thorndyke, :Y.'1lt ~ .. ~.:rpini~' (New York: 'l'he JIAeomi. 1lan eo., ) 
1926. P• 9t3!i 

2 Tht National Gillc:>.:~:rapl:i.o Magazine, (117ashington, D. Ch June, 193'1') 
PP• 49t3-49S, 



ot:t~~r Christian hO'.!ll.f)fiJ th() whole family is in btttcu• ph:ydoal comit1a 

than perhepe their Chl"ist:tan Xld~hbor; the children 11re qtd&te:r f!U1d 

oleanc•rJ and 1'11'!) ora sur& that this is one Ohriat161.n family wilioh b not 

, entol'ing in t;o ·the villmgtt idol worship, What 1e it thlt u'llltkoa al.ltb. 

,-:;roat dif:f'eranoes betwten so :many o:t' our Christian .t.'Uiil1e1!1 ud Ohr:i.lt:1U 

oommuni ties't Is it not the quntion of educ:Mtion1 at heat partlr• 

Tlneduolil tad and 111:\.teJi'ate, a family or oommuni ty h tilled w:l:th tear 

and t.rupe:rstitio:ns and daree not break with th.e old outiitOllna. & ~ 

nothing of' thl!l EJ.f'feot of unnnitary oonditions on health; he bomr 

nothing oonotrning germs and dirty drinking ·wate:rt thfl oustOma and 1up•r• 

sti tiona upon whioh he has bliHU1 raiud an the thingt wh1oh bind him, 

hand and .root,. and whioh he dara not break £<>~ fli'U!I~ of tU:re C'a1•1:by• 

B'lt a::: he baoQ!Ms able to !"ead., u he bears e<luoa'bed ptq>le • _,., 

f'l"eqmmt h~ .. s villa go 1 htil bogins to think for himself' 1 ail 'bhe be{i1Jmixtg 

very, very tlllowly,. tie true, Slowly, but st:t:rely he u he hear• flit 

batter oonditions in othe~r t!U'CEH3 he beg:t.ns to f.'ind out that wher• Pfto:ple 

are aduunted lif'e is different, As h$ b&oomes 111duoa:bed• netl 1 wry 

small bits l:e begins to gain courage to think for bimatlt'• He 'tegi.u 

to reaH:.a thet whElt<iver co:r11es in .the way of t:ragri;y tnd cleath h not 

always ''The will of Ood .• " l3ut l1e lttarns that there art ~~~tnain to:r~es 

and powers in the world whhh r~Sve 'bt11i'U~l put h&:re bJ a d.S.vint ~r t11:1r 

hiln to U~Se tor his own nl:f'arth Th• 1111bili ty to rnd h certainly a 

.mor.t povrod'l.:tl ktty to the pl'iscn of ~ntd tU,'ld so~ial blilldntll itA wh1oh 

l!lo m~ny of India.' s people U w. 
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ArJd. is this BIPl$ abilit~t to read not S~lao a key to the spiritual 

blindn<Uis of many of' India's Christ:ians? And there is no otheu· p1acHt 

wh~1·e th~ua t:ro&dom 1:n spi.:dtaal blinduoQs may be released tlmn through 

th~ e££orta of tl-..t Chwrtith and ·!~l1o a1:relll~Y H t:~trate Church me:m.berm, J)art 

of the GoapE~l ia thot o!' brinti:nc "life- abund.a:nttt to those wbo do not 

hav$ $;1:i and lgdn of 't'brin£!;in1:; d.el1verancf to the oapt1ws 1 :rooovaring 

o£ sight to t® \lind• end setting ert Hbarty 1;hem that are brn:lGed," 

And f.Ul the i'llitfln!!&te ones in thed;hul'oh in India are treed from their 

mental and eol)1ta1 'blindn@se ~just so rapidly '\lilill the Ohur<.~h 1JeooX!¥11 Q 

-vi tal fo:roe itt th• lU'$ of :tndi1-:tdumlG a.nd conrauni t:t~s • 

ti- is ·that the £aot h$s been proved thet w!:s:re par&nh ~re lite:rs.te 

the children llilillldom :r~v•rt to i1lit~raoy~ even thoU,gh they ma:y not 

firt:i.sh ·bhe Middle Sohool or av&n ·0ha pri'l'l:lary or Fifth olass. .As it :b 

'now.1 tbf.t majority of' 0hildr~n who haV$ learned to :read :'l.n sohool,. and 

who remain in sohollll t~ough poaaibly tba .fifth olflu v.nd then return 

·to their ho.t!W$~ la.pee baek i:nto illite.rao:oy• Th•ra b~i:ng no rE~ading 

:material in their hQl'!l.es and no one 01 .. ae there--posl'd.bly no one else in 

thEt anti!'$ neighborhood who reads, there is no inoanti·<ra to read and 

little or no opportunity,. it the inoentiV<II 'ftS present. lt has been 

dbooverod so :mtlln_y tim.eJa that wh&re the head o£ the :tamily h literate 

t;1ert b always a higher par oent of the ohildren :i.n school. !.:l.terate 

ps.rents know the value ot an oduoa'bion, 

Adultl who ar• new illiterate ne•d to be enlist&d QS efrectivt 
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workere in 'bhi$ mighty tuk or mQldnr. India Uttrate. The first atep 

a to '•vtltp 1xt them a a:tro:ng :Laaoontive to rEtad md wite. Adults have 

a mueh larr;or va:ri•'by ·of desires thst u.n be s roused in this dirvatt n 

than is t~tm.lit IU'II.Ong ohildre.n :1n our priwtry gra4tUI• S01:ae of' these 

(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

(d) 

PrMthal mot.i veu 
1., To read lett.rs from rtlat:l. ves and friends IUld to 

write replies. 
2;. To olatain useful in:f'orwttion about better oulti vation, 

marketing, and li vee hook, :treado.tn t'rmn dtlrl:i 1 qhild. .. 
<Ull"e, hygiene, and first aid• 

3,. To p:ro·boot themsel vee f'rom the ·criakery and illjustiot 
ot money ... lend$rs, lfiU'ldlords, and lt'W'yers by being able 
to undel"a'band dooumants, suoh am eontraots, notes, eto. 

Oul tural vtitluta a 
1. To read familiar proverbs, oonundrlllM, atories, songs 

smd drama bout ldn;.;s and h11t:ro.s, ot wbioh th~ literature 
of India is so rioh. 

2. To J'!ead neV~Spapen, erto .. 
3. To ~in a sense or a.ohit~$nt and self•respeot by 

n~ad.i!lg and tea.ohin~ ao::lo one olae to rf:ladt 

Fa:bri,otic moti vee t 
1. To obtl!lin the franohir.o and vote inteUJ.gently, 
a. To follow tho no~'lle etlld to work for th• 'ftl!'ara of their 

ooii'llllUlli ty end oo~try-. 
3., :ro keep ab:reaat cf ll~DW dt:'"lopments lilnd amasing · oh&tngee 

that are taking plaoe, not only in India, but throughout 
tho w'h.ole world.., 

RE~ligiousr ®t1 vea « 
1. To r6ad tho Bible .and learn firat hand :lta teaohi.nglh 
211 To '-'•• th1 PraYfJ!r"'"boolc and 'hy.flm book co IU! to toke u 

aoti ve part in the Ohuroh serviots. 

With theu u some or the :motivu for tha.t 'eide e.r adult eduoation whioh 



to faoca the situation in all it.s ponib:l.H.ties end see what is baing 

done and how the work may advanoe. 5 

There 11 a d•bit as ~ll as a oredit sido to every aooount in 

life, If the lit~raoy mo·vme11t iM India will oauee the farmer to -want 

to loaw .his plow or the p:O'bwr to l0a~.o his vihell'lJ in oth~:n· words_. if' 

this od.uaation 'Will o&UiS$ diuat1s£aotio:n with ho:n.cst,. JGh.ough lowly 

labor, th~n it will beoOI!l$ a :m6111aoe instead of a blessing, Il' every 

father who learnt to :road and w.rite tcaell!l that his sons ~nust all go to 

h1.gh aohool· and oolle;e and than have a ""Ahite oollartt job, than thie 

mov•mant will result. not in f:readom, but in ,~;l"&llrl..o:r bondage in the: 

orE~~e.tion ot a larg~u· olau of unemployed youths., wilo a r(J unable to tind 

Ol$rioal or liXGt3ut1vG .Poeitio:ruil,. and who. 'beoauso of' thei:r ao-oalled 

tteduoation"' litre unwilling to ~~o bl!lok to their vills.:;a hom:es and perform 

manual labor.t The r111aliz~tion must Go~ that tlte:re is dignity in labor 

and that through ~nu&l labor ther0 is th~t pou:tbility of leading both 

the ind:1 ddual oonoerned IUl.d ·the oo•r.u:n:uni ty at large away ffotn ignorance 

and. superi!IJtition and ill•heal th to a. freedo~n fran all suo h. lf tht 

:more and better wheat or ootton or grlilinJ if' hils hon$e can be. m.ore 

aani'!;;a:ryJ if lw oan give more reeiil labor bao~uee of.' impr(.\v&d individual 

and oortllll'Wlity hulthJ if there oo:m~s into his horn.e a respeot and love 
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for eliloh other lilnd Iii. derJ:tre to have a better hOI!I.e than it has been boi'ore, 

3 ~":hl!.U.:nl?;ll! o.t ther CO!'f(}ronol!> on M .. t.flrmoy• Tho ~!'aH'OJ:lal Ohrhtia:n 
Oounoil Rerv:Lew. NrA!!l)Urt India. May; 1937; No. 5,.-



if th••tt and numerous othtr s!milar -cmtoOl'rl$8 are the resu.1 ts of' hb 

"11teraoy1." the·n he <tan tNly 'be th(n~ght of ae bed .. ng educated. 

eo 

Th&re are thouta:t~ula o£ young p•ople in !ndia who are worthy of a 

h1e;h tehool and. oolleg~ ed'ltoation. And if the pro,~ram for adult ed.uoa• 

tior.t makes this eduofltio:n p0f1d'ble f'or the worthy ones, it will haw 

e~erv.d mll irt th!a li~e, e!sot: 

W:t thin the: past Y$1il r a number of oonf'et'enoes h&ve been held whioh 

desl 1rl:~h thct problem or illit0raoy and the work th4ilt was b&inP; do:n~h A 

ooni'el"l&noe of this nt~t1u-e was held at Jt1b'bulpore in January 1937, This 

Qo:rt.:rar·enot while not des1 .. :d.nr; nor ndvooetinP; a.ny sle.oklilning or education 

wide-spraad ef':f'orts to remove illite raoy fram e:rn.o:nl:!: the adul 'lah Sinoe 

the psychology ¢>!' ad.t.\1 ts f!1fferl3 ~:r&atly f' rom that or ohildten, the 

appl"O&oh tO &,nd the m9thods of teaoh5.ng 'WOUld also be dif'ft:rent. One 

point that roumt be oar~~1ly attt~tnded to is that of the preparation or 
the rru.at01ial and &lao thfll CJU.estion of eu:f'fi<'ient readable material. 

-:;~e:revtr adult e~ueetion is e.a:t-rie¢1 en the ourr'ioulum nu::ust be hu:tlt 

ar-ound the adult1t needs lilnd 1.n1>.,.ilntsts. Life becomes rational and 

:meaninr.;ful at 'Mit learn to be intellir,ent about the things that happen 

to Ulh 

Oonddtn•tble expor:1menteJt:1.on has been done to dbcov!u• the b!!Uit 

1n.athodl!l cf teaoMmr; ac:lul,ts i'rl lnditih It hae been rt~toomt"ltnd«td that 

expE~r:l.ml!tnts be oarrhdl on in individual lo·o&l:tti«tl!! thl'our,h oommittees 



'bbrougb. the New li)d\\n'ld.ona1 Fellowship_. Boards of Rul'al Reoonat:ructtion, 

National O)Uot.at&can Oounoll, The Department of Eduoation, The Provincial 

and all Iradia l!ld.uo(l'b.ional. Oonfel'enou, The All-India Women' e Oonterelltcu' 

<1r0u:pa• $1ill11tr l'iltnue·t ot experiJMnta.tion are public VQl'IUJ.teera, stu• 

d:entt Gt el-.n'bary Ud high sohool and college, either in 'Vaoatio.n 

ti.:tne• .or wheM poufb1e1 I!IOnte ar:rangtllltnt be made as a part o£ their 

daily WGrk, tcUIIOihvl"lt both un a.tld women <>f all types of sohoola. pastors 

and all llt•u•v• olil.url':b. me:nlbers. · ~d finally one of ttw best ways ia 

that ()t eaoh Uli te-ra'llie teaohil'l@: his newly lfarned lnson to some tme eln. 

Tbia mtthGds 'Wlsmm in the early begir:ming of edu:oa'bion 1n the Uai'bed 

States ll'bo'ltt 1'7t7,.l.alo arJd ,., ealhd tht Lano.utl'ian &r the Mot~.itori:al 

.Systetnt· X~ let' meat hlt•Nsting in this light in that thb eystem. had 

Uta begil:lntnga tal'1y in the 18th oentu.ry in an orphen asylum. in Mad.ll'aJ, 

India... Tho essen:bid features of the plan "'.Wr& 'that a la).'"ge number of 

pupils •tuld be L:tlatruned. A pup11t know.n u a :monitor, af'ter he had 

been taugh:t bia leuen 'by tihe master took hi1 O'W.tl ueigned group &t 

pupils and. tau.g;'ftib t·-e• the ••• ltuon. At t1rst only reading was taught 

this •;y,, thea the plan ws som:1 extended to the teaohing of writing, 

simple arit.~tto1 and later was u.eed in ethtr subjeota. It luu1 bee-n 

pro~Vecl that tt ia pou!'bl• for a bright adult, ttf'ter learning a lcuuron, 

to ttliHlk it to sane ene elet. This hae several ddventaps to the on• 

teaohingc it gives htm a strong i:nne:ntiw for learning, it nvlftnl the 

lesson tor hlln, tt gi.ves hi11t the joy of ooun~i:ng rot• a0l'II!Eitf1:1n"., .1nd for 

b•ing :rupeoted in hil v:t.llag&r Monover,. Indb•s 27 ororet or illiterates 



as 

CJver :f'i.w yeerre of -.ge ean 'be taught to read only by' the help ot :mtlH .. r:>nt 

of tmpaid t,eaohere. 

AlOnl!: with teaobit~g or reading. tnert muat come sooner or lateJI' 

th:e teJh"lhin; G>f 4it·orbdnat1on &nd ohoioe ot what to reed. Thie problem 

ma:y :not be one et p~tat import to the villager who will probably never 

get .,., tl"om hlt OWJ!Il YiUagtt, HcPevtr. as eduution gofce on there will 

be tewe~ and f'flWQ'I o;f these who U ve all the1:r li:vu in their own 1:1-btle 

•nviro:rtm~~nt,, Amo;ng the n•d1ng llltlterial availabb in India, especially 

'bhat ta tlntt· b$1ith language there is m.uoh tba'tl is most ~eairable., 

s . .,. .r the literature rouad at the rail•y stations on the book raoa 

is of tho ••• type toun¢1 in simlar plac:uu in .A.mE~rioa. It b not worth 

spending m<!U:tt:f to buy Pt4 it 1a worlUl tl:lsll\1 nothing at all. for reading. 

Oext.rd.nly tl!lfl ot the first probleWl requi:rblg a aol.ution and a oonid.nuoue 

ao1ut1on 11 the; ot the making available the proptr kind at ~ading 

matel'1al. w.-thwbUe meterial must get into the hands ot the :million• 

ot aew :ttadere in a tom ~nd style 'Whioh they 'Will enjoy. The effeot or 

placing a't)udanot or gG>od., •..thwhilt pl'!so'bioal rEu!lding mat•rial within 

·the reaoh of ever,-one• b a mq,et important lutrvioo to be rendere4 to 

India .-na to the whole Vl'$.r1d, Surely the prep!llrat1on of matetrialt ot 

l'tlln;y d:l.ttereat ~~adta m.ullJt aoaompeny all t~ t .ftortl ot tnohing the 

illiterate 1Jo ~•d• 

ln the Philippine• nr, Frank Laub•ah suooeeded in frtein~ 34,000 

people of ane provlnoe (about ont-thi:rd of the total population) tram 

the prison e>f i111teraoy in a few months, So suoonl:f'ul ftlll he that he 

l I: 



has carried hh methods to ot~a:r ool.tl'tb:ri~u'• Oslt ot the rtaii0¥1111 tol' tho 

present enthursiaem. fo.r adul'b eduorrbion in :tndta h tht faot tbtt hit hlt 

:t"&otntl;y been in ln<ilia and has htld l!lf)#'b at"lmubting o~m'~renoee 0n the 

aupjeot ot adult littU'ttoy, Brhfl;v, the Laubach syatem O'ondsta!l b ttw 

l!limplif1'l&tion and $t'r$ngmnent of thJ Q.~I"aotera Nfd.ld.F-od t~ a llllcu;e, 

so that a nQrnld adult may grup tho euentiah of the leguago ill a 

brief se:rba ot l4UUJOns., other e:mphaeea ••• thetp mattfidlll; blcU:vidul 

training, the new learlatr teaohing anoth&r illiterate the ltUOl:l ~at 

learned •. eel 1n .making leuning to Nad a happy game Utd •1¢in..: fti.U»(( 

the fashion of the oomm.\u:d .. ty,4 Tht adlldt o~tn leal'l:l 'bQ rcua,d• tWJ ftit'lllnrth. 

has shown, man:y time a fll ve times u rapi.dl,- •• Ill child, lcurrll:la, 

Somt Qf Dr. Laubach•' general di:rnvieu tcrt tteehbg adul1lt 'he 

read dtJal with the peyoh0logioal ddt of ad.uU lite, !ht 'tl:righw.tt 

of the a.dult should al'ftylll he aptretiatdt 0'\rt~Oceme hU ftelill fit 

1nfer1ori ty and d.he.ouragtment 1n Emt way) by "be!l.blg him. lttw fine a 

te&Qher M will makt it h• keeps on hari at 'W'Dk, Let bbl. tdl u)t'bMlag 

tlU~~t he kQows ... .-the teaohe:n to tdk u U~h •• pefnl'blt• Ask hbt Olll:y 

what he Qen answt~ and if he lll$kEI8 a mb:talte perld&ntly ii·•ll hill the 

oorreot way vd thout any t'aul t•tindingt 

Adults ma.y be taught to r•ad by vanou.t Wtthedl atld un of' the• 

WAve good pointh Dr'• Lau.baoh would use 'the 1tory mtthod oombiud. wi:t!h 

phonetiOIIJ• The way b$t'b suited to a parbieular llltllUir;t oan b1 juctpt 'by 

4 n. M. Ewing, 11Every Chdstillln a Retdtr by 1941," .!!:!. Indian 
'll!1tness. Luoknow~ Indiu july l; 1937, pp, 3•4• 



examining it a.e f.ollows 1 

l• le it in line with the l"1uults ot llllllitx:lt1t'1o G)lptriMntlil? 

2.. Does it suit the genius of the lugua;~ct? 

3. Is it of absorbing ilat~n·estY 

4• Have adult UUte:rawa lu:r:mad euUy ad hbly qubJdl 

by thi$ methcd1 

• s. Has it bten used suaoenfully by WltraiMd toaohttt ll!l4 

new Utera.te~t in ttGGl:liag others? 

Adults must b• properly equipped in ortlt, to mike etqill;y prOtft•·• 

1n reading a.nd. thua take pal"'\! in the hard battle apina't 1111 w~a't:'f• Tl'w 

first material read b~ an adult should oontdn cml:r the smpleat all4 ••t 
:tamilia.r worlis tU:t.d sente:noets, dnet it is most dlftiouHI tor him te 1~·Hu!on 

new Words at th• eame time u ht learns the axrts ef :rettdiag:i l'ht l•t:t:tmfl 

nautrfi be.t se VtJry smoothly gsoadtd that twry :uw sttp will be nay for him. 

to take. 'l'heee lesson~ must bt preparec!l 'With apeebl referenoe to adulta. 

The readil:lg matter i:n this tira-t stage, so that lt may 1M ueed broadly, 

had bette~ not contain any distinctly Clu'ist1a~t i»a;ehing.t 

Tht teaoher" a wo:rk is n.ot .fu.tishtd when h.t hat taught hie pupil 

to r~u'A:d. REt tnU!!t put him in 'tlhv •Y tf atouri~ a oo:.ntbw.oua tupply ot 

easy and int&restin!~ reading l!l&ttor w!'bb a vetty dmplf 'Y!cMabultry, 

sflnttnoa •truotu:ra tUld gen1.r>al art'a:ngtmtn'b. Illut'br..tiiG:M, bald :madt 

books, pioture cards prepared &t'l tall idtal way• by whioh nhool ohlldJ'If~tl, 

boy soouts, training students tllid othtra 111111 help em thh wotle• 



i. 

A. tnx~t tfiaohf'r Sar one who n~t only teaohes but who educates his 

puplle-. The- education 1Jhat pupils reoGhe in aohoo'ls should permeate 

the Ute of the homt aJad the nllage O:t' the ooau%11 ty in which t~ 

liu• 1'!1 the pli'oghm 1!!)1 adult t·duoation there 11 a larp plaoe tor tru. 
)l'legttla:r ttlther tt the ol'dinaey soho&l whlch the childr&n attend. There 

are oce&sioru; · wll1ett iihct. teachers in tho tehools 5-n India fetl that when 

tl:l.e last olata in the cdav bas btEn.t finished tlult they ba.v-. no more 

:rea:pona;1'b1ll ty tor tducail1o:a llntil i:ihe next lllOZ'lling.. Mae on Olcott gi w11 

a. num.bol' t~t •:v• b Wib.ieh he feels that th.• tt,aohe:r of either l;)oardi!lg 

1ohool1 0).11 'rillap l!loh"l' lllaf tUld should earry on the pr0oea11 of edl:t• 

ut:ton. Tha tt•other snaulcl do fAll thtrlt he oan to· ohange the home oon-

cU tione that; now ,so aer:Louctly rt'ba:rd education ())£' tlw ohUdren, Where 

the parentt .are iatditt"eHnis to tduoatl-n, bo)"J and gi:rlfl _. as a rule • ha:ve 

little 1nten'b1ve tlo lea·ra. ~ati&tios .-how that Gnly a aall propertion. 

Qf th$ o:f'.f'eprtng efl i111tente ptu"ellts have bt·en e4noated1 to'l' they have 

wamk in®nt:l:vt$ to-.rde labeF1ously gaining; and ... ttaining literaoy-. On 

the· other haxu:l1 oH.ldrena trom the literate olaai·U that are oonv1no•d by 

expert•n• or th<t vtltttl of soho~b haw shot ahead eduoationaUy. 

S.o t:rtquently tho dtiperate po'Nr'by ot too parents koep the cihildrtul 

tro:un <H,he~~d,., Even many who do atte&nd ;uhool in ap1te of' the poveFty, aro 



mo poorly fed lltl\ld 10 d.i«Jefl.ttd and ph:ysiaally \IUtak that tb.ty get 11 iitle 

or ~(;) 'btn.Etf'1t of sah•ol il!letruotion, Certainly the t~aoher ot the 

village •·ohoel,, and also 11.1t o1ty schools 'Where 'po~Hilible. should do his 

tr~tm&at to lei~ b rel'nf,l<ly1ng the l?~esent baokwEI:rd.neau by showing thf;l 

~.rentt how· they etU!l progl'el!llhl .,,,~ 

Blnot Slileh· eduotdrion of· adults :f'ostet'e :r;~-qller and m~rt per.nuul.tnt 

etl'llloation of the ohild:rtnt ~he tesahe~ has a lt.-1. fiu.ty to h<'llp men ami 

w~n &nlarge theh• mental and sooitll outlookt 
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In the t!\&1'1: o.f' tM «tQonomio buritna wh.ieh ue laid eo htatervily upon 

th<t avtiU'afBt Ine:tan of rural life. tht teaohe:r should do what he <U.Il'l .to 

lead. them to p~~t-tter production,. if pQIIUJible, end also, lead them awa::r 

fJ!om W:<&d!Jtt an<t mlft vaserH•• I:T$re :t.n this reap•ot may be possible eome 

of the oo·~car•t.lw rarming :l.dtUUl ·which a:re diaous&ad ol.-e'Whare in this 

Jirudy,. :tt th@ t·xb~vageneea whiah f!llmoat alweya acootnpany birtb.l, 

llla,.l':tagas • and de.ath• oould be done away with, muoh ot the povt:rty of 

a maea o£ the ln41e. o~i.ty would 01t&.$& to be a p:robln. 

Tht villa e t.-();hel"' bas a oi vio duty to his grG~Up~ lf the teacher 

is awake to tlw v6ustne~llil of' his oppo.rtu111itiea as the b.ctat educated one 

0f the oOJ:llmun:tty., h-. "'dll tind;c on e-Yery hand, opportunities to help. 

There are groupe in het1a, from th,e l~at to tha h1ghtst. trom poorest 

to poorcu1t who a.:re ftrking tor India 'a polithd freedom.. Tbiy are willing 

to give thcd.r lives, 1f neo.,uuuu.'y1 .f'or that freedom. whioh they feel India 

R~~hould h.$\ve,. 

1 Mason 01oott1 Better, Villa,s(ll Sohoolh Oalautta• Y.u.o.A. 
Pllblbhing Bouse, 1937, pp~ ~~§ ... i!a. 
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Otlly 1:n a atat1o tGobty oan eduoatio:n atand atUl. ~·he- IIIIIH:tbty 

of India may at the pre1Htl:l't time be oalltd anything but ~~rtatio• ·OM 

wll. lmovm. Allttrioan Uliiw:reity president bas uid that "Aiai!J:r1oena are 

a Ja-.tillln &f ee,•OillS.o 1llii!tl!lateh'12 Otl"\uainl:y the y<>Ul'lg adulta,. and 

alao tl:1e &lder adults in India should be t'tained today for e:fteetivt 

eitilut~ship• That 1.fJ one ot the fundamental edu.cnatil!)Ml pl"<itbltml!l fer' 

adult edu<:nltio.n., roo mlilnts ot all India are no;w becoming :t1110rft and. moM 

U:ttareatod 1n the eodal at:~4 ar.~:onomtt'J. issues whloh affect tb.eir daily 

liws. All liltt&h (:)an be tied into en educ.H!ational prMeu, if our td.uoa:• 

tional syatem is fllo lllli'ganized a..s to permit the manu to use the aohool 

houats a~ all other eonw:n:i.ent nweting plaees in 'oCtlltl\unities o£ the 

~Jountty. ud thtto w:i'ld1 the help ot capable leaders., ea:r:ey f'o:rftrd a 

tne. tuad -~ atdtd. 4.boui!l.don of public atfed.:rt.. But in lnd.ia.- as in 

all C41tmt:'1n, it i.a nveas•a:ry that tm loada:r-a btt ••pable of leading 

and di:Aotl.ng .staoh 41tJ:o\utsioai, They lU\UJt be th~ type of lead•l's who 

are not prtjud.i•td arnd bl&il·td in thdr b~tliclts, bttt they mst be 11l1Ung 

to let all dd•s of th• (iUEI$~1o~t:~ be 4isousted., not so muQh for ooming 

to def'ini te deoisions that one •Y is right and thft other waye are wrong• 

but for a fair, open• plllnel dhouuion or :ideu whtra all ma:r be-no• . 

aoq'uainttd with all sides or' ptlblio atfairs.. An old Ohblese pr$W:tb 

lill!l.ya th~~tt thou•an!! league horse if .of no value Wl\lnt thore is e thounnd 

league wul ilo ride him., Xtl.dia hu the th()t:UIIllnu b1gue hc:)r8el,. pleltty of 

them~ but ahe ne,.,b quaU.f'itd ridt~:rs••thlt i~a., l•uadtrs 'Who can guS.de a:t~d 
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direot &Gohty as it leaps on todey. It oomrntmHy or puhlio !'oX'U;',I'IU!I mmld 

be $ltabll\.ahtd. u India tor gentral disouadond edu~t:i.ol'l so 1:uaoh oould 

'be &G0omplhlaod 1n the l.b1ts of ini'orming and edtlc!iltinc the publio dong 

lint!!! ot Githt~nehip and of what red freedom iat Indb'fil need b for 

the gnate:t~ tr•edom from ignoranQtl and ouperetition and prejudioe-1 will 

glve her that Hal heedCII:ll wbioh will lttad her far on th~t road to that 

'~a'bUJadant litElf'l :w-h1oh is needed individually anJ. aolleoti'v~tly by eaoh 

GM e>f.' Go<it e otteat~ont Adult prejudice, wherever found, be it in Al:lwrica 

Gr u the WU"k$1!lt islands ot the eea1 ilt a btu:• and a barrier to progn•nr 

of every tne• A:nd wb.Eire tlw:re is "bhis superstition and :f'ur and 

1gn0l"b0*\J ot outddR.t af:t'tdrS: · a:nd wherrs the people arc bound by antiquated 

oustc:ml.s tnd Q]pJresle4 by eooncmio burdens, thtre the teaohe:r ?Jho i~ 

Hally an e'd'Uett0r will br1ng hit OQUX"age alld his ••rionQelh His 

pat:rioth rEHtpondbility for eduoat:l.ng his fell~n to use their :new 

poli tioal 'pO'IIIIt ca whi ~h eu:•e being givc;);n 11lf)re and m.ore to them,. ia grcat. 

If the ntw eenm'bitutt•n wh.ioh providn to:r an ebato:rsrte or ovtr thirty 

million -who nJqui:re literloy Md dili!G$:rment to judge irsues, is to be 

a metU~B of advanot tQ :txu:U,a- then every intelligent pe:rson :must be Mady 

to eC.lucnate i:n every •Y• 

There is so muQh that oan 1nd must be done in beelth eduo111tion !'or 

Indica. How UlU'ly o:tre t~ villag~ts and the rJo:tl'lr.lunitias d6oi'l'lll1tl!!d by any 

one o::f' a a~·be:r ot pllllgutS ot· elll!lobtea by tho ever present mla:d.a. In 

SU.Oh f.IUUUUJ it ls the iu~tOhtl" 1 I budtl&Sil •md pl"J\vi.let;e to ShOW thEtm how 

to lllaste:r d.iftiUltll end. haw to so 11 ve as to keep thems~t~l vee and their 



OOJ:il"llUl'lititllll ., .free from d:i.sEUUle Eltil pon:l.bl~h nut riF,;ht here ill! UN 

the tnoher himself :rm:u11t b«~ 'l:a"Uly eduaartod, !loi; just wit lH)Ok kno-wled£.;111 1 

but he must be acqudntf»d 'With the :t'uots of lif'<l &nd of' dit&ue and 'b4l 

able to u•• thh knowledge in life dtuations. lif.1 must be able end 

willing 'Uo enttr into the life ~e;xpq;r:lenotll of tho peoplt ot the ocmmun1ty .. 

In c:'loMGotion with the problm of heali;h there l.iU''C so ma:uy probl~ whioh 

will be so1:vtd only &s the oor!l'llutliU.ea at large beo~ oop;nizant of the 

i'.f.\<:rbat that there are b1Ybte1· wayl:l and. better methods a'Wiilablt:~t So11'111J of 

theas problG:ma th~t :must be touahad era those or sanitation arl*~nc~rr~n·haJ 

batte1• lighting• in eo1ne pla(Hi>S better 111'atar l:mppl;.r& and 1u!'lttcn: r;'t:reet8 

and roadh 

Today in the Alntrioan soboo1 ayatt111. the ourd .. onlum. and itt 

:rnodif'1olil.t1on~ art &Y4tr before the eduoationally minded. For adult edu ... 

cation we nt-ed to oonsldar J;:Qn'J.$thing .of tl'...e content of tho oUl"'J;'iou!um • 

Aa has bl\l~n previously stated here, the adult doe a not le$rn :in th-0 meae 

•Y nor in 'th• aam e:mount of' time ae the child d013s~ l'JO a ourr1ou1 1.a 

fittad for ttl$ o£' ohildron cannot ser• the pllrJilOSI!hll here. I.ttenoy b 

t1ot th& end of tduoation ...... in :rE~ali ty li ter~1cy is onl:" th0 vr:rry betirel~ ngs 

of a4.ueat1on. L:tter'!OY might be a•Ued: o:nlil of' th.e ·t.ooh !'or aoqu~.:rinr, 

knotvledt;E:'I and oulturt, gV'tn i'or a ohild the .aM.Uty to road doatJ lHTt 

xn.ean th$\t he :1$ tduof!.l.1..t'Jd 1 l1\.rh only thct }HJ is b111iu~ eqqipped :<:o thl!it ho 

may b$()0!00 ed:uoated through out. hh uro time. And as 'I'Jllill Ol~O tea· hint; 

thi'.!! •dults Jvo read and 't~o writ~, .,,. should 1:wke 11; ponsihlo tLe~t th..­

:mat•.rhl 'whi~h. he ~eadi!J w®ld lead him on 1t1to :nHw f'ltlda of' i:t'lf'ort:Jatio:n 



1nli knowl<tdge,. Each reading leuon ehonld be of the type and oontent 

that l'ldll l.llause tht :tli\\Wr l'liader to desire to co on and raad mor(l. 

E, 'W• frtulklin eaya thot the oonte:nt or the l'&li\d:l.ng l'llQtter 
should bear on the main alp$ota of the leern$r'a life and 
«1Ul'\liror:tl'A$nt, the IU':rsni;;lilllWrrb being topioal er1d in the .f'om o!' 
st.w:t••• St1Fring atol"ies from h~story, a ooou.nts of happeni.ngs 
from the lU.blfl• ~t • l1 VIIS oJ: gr·eat leadtrra, $tOr'iil!Hil from Indian 
mythology, all makt!J a powerful appeal to the ~dult. 
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There may al$1lJ be lessons 'Wh1Ph deal. w1th important subjseta that 

t•o• · the l'tlldtr 1n his life at the M.• hac 11 rlit$:ding. A le1son on 

'Vaooinatiora• !t tbero. is l!ttnall.pox dhoovcuored in his at"GaJ :reading matetial 

d.•l·,i~':" •.dt.Y; ~h~t us~ ot tht hoep1ta1J if som.e one in the ()omunity ie 111 .. 

w\10 needs h01!1pihl atteX!:b1et.n. A greet atbnldue to !'ttr'bher reading may be 

brought about by the teaoh•r ltading .simplt dhcusdonl on variou.r tub.,. 

jlf)ots, suoh •• the eYillll ot drink and of smold.ng1, of the oeuse of 

f'evera and Uh••••• in r~ener·al. lf a subj4rc)t 18 ol' rirst band inttreet 

and 1mport•noG1 a d1acui!¥JiOon ot it Will arouse a. desil"e in the heart of 

tbtit -dultl to 11eek further 1nto.rmat1on.. Aa haa bten s1xggeattd 'befo);'$ 

and as it being oa:rtried out 1n 8¢1mf' parts of l»d.ie, I small. wall printed, 

:newspaptr in simple lugulilge will do m:uoh to lead the adults on to more 

and mo~e reading and more and more real eduo&tion. Suoh a progr~ ot 

adult eduoat1on would ant•date by at least • ge:nerM.tio:n.t a great advenoe 

in liteaoy whiob. ie neoeuary tor pro~EUUIJ in all l1.nth 

There •~• a nu:m.bev ()t m.luion pr••urfUI in India thai; havii'i dona 

· mott htlpf.ul WOli'k alen& the 11nn of' printing. Tho ~&?.•~•.' };, Press­

KhtU••u·, in the Punj•,b ita printing a number o:f' books a-.1111\ble for edult 

readings •. 



CHAJ?Tlill XI 

HEALTH EDUCATION 

Fl$alth &du08tion may be seid. to 'ba the stun total ot all the 

•:;,r.perieacee which i'a.vorebly inf'luenae habits, derJires.., attitudes, and 

lol<ndt~d.ge r&gerding the individual~ and with tha :tndividual, and all 

t11:Q~; touohes community and in a lliu·r;er ar41.a all that touohes lilnd td'i'tots 

the na+,ions. In adult eduaetion there would be t.ha helpi;ng of the adults 

to lEuu•n ot e;xpE~r!enoeer and as f's:r as possible )1ave thEt axperi,n1ces whioh 

will fta"'orably influence his habits, and d.esil-es., and attitudes,. and 

~OV\tledge# relating to all 3.1t8tters that tou.oh his O'Wl'l, his qammun'it;''el) 

and. his nation's health. 

In til$ field e:f' adult $duoation tharg is muoh to be done along 

tm line of parent ed.uQ~t1on.- This is t~e not only of ll\dia 1 but twe 

of every oo'tm~ry. The problema and methods of handling probabl:'t ditfer 

as to methotl in variou.a oGu:ntries. PE1rhaps iri lncl.i4 parent eduoa·bion 

and health education shoul-d oome together"' 'l'he f'trst etcart tmmrd healtlt 

$duocation 1s the defeating of i~~oranoe. and povtrty, and f'11th, f'or 

the last· ••nee ~r these are the f'oUl'JdatS.on t~~on~s of much of India 1 s ill• 

health. 

Sines it is 'becoming more and zoor0 X"taogx~ized that tht'J i:n:f'lu&noes 

of' the parent :ts the m.oet dom1ntnt i:Af'1uenot in the Ute of the obild., 

schools shoul~ do all they omn ~th their own group if ill1t~rete parents. 

Even though some of the ohildren leave home for boardinG sohools at tho 



a.r;a of six or. lliEtvtll Y"ers, in the ytaro p:retoted ing their t:e>:l.ng to 

eohool, freqtaf.mtly their H.wa heve hun so rnoldtd ttnd so il'ltlu•u.'laed 

thet in SO!Il$ nym they arl'!l unmffootad by ell ~:ho teeohlng or ·t.ho sohoobt 

And oe:r•tdnly health iB <me pa:rt of t::e r.~hild t s u:r() whioh 111 eerly 

fixod o:r at lea~St early inf'luenoE>d. Throughout the world today 1 hi~ 

EJhndard of' r!'lliinta.i:ned phydoal, mental, and fn'Q.otional 1181tb and 

stability il!l raqui"d" 

A.'tonc 'ld th the sohoob that tnoh n>ad5.nr, tm:re 111hould be cbttiUte• 

in simple ari thmertic 1 eri thm.etic thtllt w:tll laalp both the hi.Ulband and 

'WitGt. to ha:ve t~ol1llt :tdt!UJl of thdr eax•ninem 1nd oi' their e•nctitu:pa. 

'!'hoy s~:.ou1d ha~ aQl11ie inatruotian as t;o how to sp0:o.d tht1r ~· !hAy 

should lear-n ot tht po·:erty and R'd'ftl:r1nr, oaurltd 'by ll!l'Vish 1nd UMliUHUU.Iaey 

f:xpenditurtta at weddings and birthr:lt They rnust also 'beeor~ fwaUiru• 'R th 

the h:~n,il!!, and h:l.a 'lttl.)'\:hoda of 1oaning money end his plans !'or nto1:1 ot 

i1'1tt.n"e$t,; 'l'hia ~;,r also '1.'/ell be d~aouned t!!any t1rH!Ul in th!ll oo•rit1w 

.::;:roups and in publio foru.rnJh ~f'hete ahould ebo be a plaoe tor hygit.tne 

and. f'or ci nos. PerhapB fo'l" the warntn 4:he olmau!tes in Mlllth ancl hygittu 

~n·c:t l'l'l.Ol"e · :neoeesa:ry, though mo:rc and l'lt>rrJ 1 t 1111 bcroom:inr. neoe1euar:~' fm• 

·ti1e women to ha·.;e a0\118 1nformaM.on on too othor subj:eot»~• Hl!lalth, bo'tlh 

puhlia ancl pri ~to is one ot lndifl 1 s biegost proi)l.u. IgnorQnoe ''r 

hy~iene and health laft. and the lli'bility to tol.low lwelth la-wn. waQ1fl.g 

E'1ven the ao-oalle>d eduosted oltUUICUl ill app•lling. The :u:t:f.!l:t-aoy «Jahool.l" 

Qlonc; with all other eohools t 1 .ould attaok thb proM.a 1nd 1 !1;:ht 

a;,:,ailli!J'b the gX'@~·b tnt~:nits Of" J:ndbtlll hedtht O:f:' t:rutn t;:t'llllt 0l1t:mitUl th411 



:t'ollO'Win$ •re possibly tht most outl!ltand1n~t• lm'ant mortaUtw-1 ehil«• 

birth mortality• tnibtroulodst Nla:t"ht and nuootios 1••• apia eu:td ·--· 
Along with olau work in these lint• siMple 'bookl and pamphlttss 

l'lllY be distX'ibubed. The he:spi tale ara doing a"ttoh1 au• ~~auoh as theJ oa:n 

w1 th tho equip:n'lfnt and. th~ funds thor have to wag• thh wartne apinn 

dist&$tt • '!he lC.sdon hoe pi tal.s have, beside their regular indoor treat• 

mtnt ot the sick, their outside olinios where all may cOWIJ for eamlatim 

and reoeive med.ioint either free or tor a very e!llfllll amount of 1\\Q:rl&J'• Bttt 

just there is wMr$ SOlTl.G of the most di!'!'ioult work 1\Utt!lds 'to bt <!I.e» with 

groups o:f' me:n and women, espeoidly with tht wOJUn~ the ttaohing them 

ot the wot-k and values ot the hoapitala. Teaching them that the tiM 

to go to tho hotp:tttl 1.1 bf:t'ore thty art dyin&• lt 11 lUi! ntftJUr~ i»o 

have tbltml learn that by going to the hospital earl;v in illness will 

probably eave t:tme ·and expenae and also li vtth Just bflre is where their 

f'e-a:rs and eupertttitiona do muoh dttvastatbg ~k. In nuwn•ous couaatry 

areaa the ho$p1taltil haw itiMrating oUniua. Thts'll ue !tlilllly f<~r 

eurn1nat1ons and ±'or inst:ruot':Ulg the ptoplv in the 'VIlue ot bospi tllha ... 

tion. Muoh preventive work ir¥ done here by thete oUni.Qa. If the idea 

of prevention and care oould be brought to 'bear on the l'dl:ldl'l of 'bhe 

adulta,. both men !lind womon, the p.robltm. of oh:tld•'birth mortality and. 

1nfetnt mortdity would be& largely tak~tn oare of, thouMr;h wpo:r•t1tion 

plays 8 large part here, Ill db is full of aidwi vtUJ who oft"iobto at 

b1rthh· ThtY' are dirty, ~tupiu•stitioue, uxuuu11tary, and untrdntdJ flll'ld 



through their nrl.nimtl"ationa •any li 'Ires .• both of moth•:re and ba'bits art 

lost annually in lndith This aeeu to be tl>nt of: the har<leet tp$ts tG 

break in the whole health regime c£ Indh.w Thel"'t h the possibility that 

ther~ might be some tra:tn:tng gS:vtn these mUwi vea in llloat of tht &t3\41t 

educational· program.. They should also have training 1n tht ear. of the 

baby ft,ftar birth, If thie were .. givn the atlthtioa for the ~Und: wutl<t. 

drop OOllSiderably-. 

. Oonfudus. ta.ught that it is most unt11bal to lean no otta,rbg 

and that to leave only ene ohild is 1 sin. The oorollary, of oeune1 

would be that the :most filial ere thome who leave the m.ost oi'taprlns• 

The idee is-. that thue. by lening large progeny, the i"a.mily lint will 

bast rl!mldn unbroken,. There is little or no retaliation that the fem:lly 

line best rel'!Wins 1 not only w.1broken1 but really atrengthentd1 if 

proganoy ~.:u•e lese but are better fitted tot Ute. Though \heH is no 

Confuoioni.mn. in India tod.ey .. still the- '-dta of the Mcu;ity f~ lvgo 

families is •Yerywhere prevalent. 

· If through ta part of the ·Etdult Euiuoetbnal ~rog.Nm, 'b:be lndS.a. 

parents oan be taught that the value ot offtptilag 1s not in quantity 

but .1n quality, muoh will ba aoo01nplishltd toward the goel ot eonvolling 

population, toward the li"d.sing ot the health Qf the mothers of India., 

and toward in.auring the ohildl'en born a htdthier, happhP, more 

ill·bell~lsant lite, 

!n all health eduoation tor lndia there needs to b& thAt ocmet;an\ 

warning and urging of' the ptople to e;o to :r.~l ial1l~~t dootora and to to11w 
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the i:nllltruetlc.ns of thtee deotera :Lnat.-ad ot to1lowinrg tht 'mrious 'l::rpctlll 

e:t '·"""'elillllff4 medio:bae Sll whGI brew up th.etr own potb·m; and dist:rfbute 

•soh 'Wi"'h a iJptetbl bltt'lltl'lg of asC¥~J~e s•d upon S:'bt 

'l''ht :h'blh B•alth Department in :tndb. ia •"·ou'b dxty yea:rt old. 

Dvlng. t:he ptrLod of its ~ld.ng mrui: p:rogrtiU• ha:e been made in the 

a:Mliibary to¥t¢Lttona ef the tmm~J1 though then ie 'Jitftloh )'*is to bt don•• 

Tille progn:lt $!€'' ~nl ldU.:ll:lia:tton vihhh lnvol VIIID the gnat bulk Gt tht 

p~u!l:at1Qtt bat 'hft:n aln We•4• The "4!Uullon lieu 111 the apatey ot the 

. peopl• a~d ln the tenat:!.ty ws:bh' whloh tMy ding 'bo their old euat•• • 

*»Y <it whto-111. art so lajurioua to health. Thf _.oetee'b nitd tor improve• 

Mtii'i il •'•~ta tn· the ooti tb.n of tbtir v:tlla ~~ bmMIJ·• !he vllla ·-;e houee 

:taft •• a ru!e, poorly 'ftntU~ated or entlt"ely ri ~ knn any ventilation and. 

ve.ry m.u<Jb. o,_ .,,.,a,.. The rocm 11\1 $ha:red bJ the l'Jiilk tnbtala, if the' 

tliu.dlJY us anyJ · ani d.ogs an4 o·att· art shel tertd in the ••• ll'OG• ~~ 

Wh<!>llli* 'd11agt dtt b dbty1 ohoabd with HM vege'bat!Lon and p'(l)isotltd 

'by s~•.~~tnaxa'b 1i'J.Ct()1a 1 whioh eo treq,uontty ar• the sol::trots of c.b;tink:\.nt wat:er 

tor eattlt •J!ld :ter ptep1t• The nattle hatht 1n the pools and the 'MUth• 

l:ng flit the t&lld.Utll it llt• dont in the Satnt 'Wf!lillll"J then thb water 1• 

tited t:tf uintd.ltg ll'ld to-r ooald.ng. That the only 'WilY to blprovememt 15.ea 

· t.b.rough eduoat:i.ng the adults of the v1llae;u oan be tl!ldly uruierstood. 

Th.l!!ll'• ia t;r,at need. tor lfUlt1 cu11ndbb1 aud authera'bative propaGanda 

oonoerntlll& -&he use of aloohol and oplum• !bill Moha:mrnedans o:t !nella are not 

auppCi>IIU•~~~ Qli}QOrding to M(l)hamr~tdan tneh:ttt•;•, to 'bolloh licauo:r in any Wlf• 

:t)A flao'lil;~J • f&O<td Kohsmt~~Etdan sells :nothing !:n hh 111hop that rd.;ht oontabl 



al1iH1Jhol•· But tb.!tre t:N a ntaber who do dr.ink am.ong tho Mo~diiU'l8 and. 

the Ebadus arfl1 t.s a ll!'tup, heavy dritlltt~n·s. Sttllt ot th.t liquor oO'Illltr trom. 

I~Z~eip oo~tl"1••• a.:n4l tomt of :tt is :m.adt tJtena various so11toee in :tndiat 

'ilftlethtll' 'bEr•auet .f1t the f!ecyt that the bodies are mort poot'ly nouriched 

tha~ in ._rie.•• 11>1" :for some other reuon, there stem. to be uny mo~ 

uath.$ bl ldia tJ:~~eo.eble d1.l"eaUy to alo0holie dtinklh Huah. opium. is 

U11Jtd t~ &n!.Ok1Jaf5 ani! t011 Eut:ting,. And 1 t ie not at all tm.oo:trJmon te tee a 

mothtll' put ~r tlma'b b tho mouth ot her o:rying baby. U1de:r the thum'b 

:oail will he Jti1Wdt"lll epium. :v'lhioh will soothe thlit ohUd into sleep and 

e.;ive the mother 'tl•mp•eu7 :r&s b, But tht . obild auffers lat•r t l!"om. tht 

e:fteot••~ 'l'hil i.s one at tht hardett thil'lga w 1n1tUl into many ot iihe 

~'~litre, tb.t cl~~tma.gi:aa •~treot •t tq>ia C\)n ohildb.eMt 

Thtro a.r~• so tna!}y .othel" p:rob1eme that :must bt ttken up "'dth tht 

a<lults at a )l'P'h of '\Jhtir oduoathna?- systB• In tho soh.oels tor tht 

chilct~en wt !'i~ !11\4t.,b ~alua'ble work 'being; dent • al.q tho U:nts i11t 

hygie•• tll4 ~-Walt}+ a:n4 .-mtat1.cn,. but that i& not a.utf'hie,ntt Thia it 

a pla.Qt wbe:!'e gnat -.hads shou1d be 1aid :1xt th$ adult e(uoational 

pl"Qgl'amt ~bt.re •r• M)ltf more problema whioh are v1.tal tillld must have 

their plaot •• ,the p•taram• b·~at the ones given serve as auue•tten• tor 

work,, 

ln a eoutz;y 'With all the lii\U!Ullhine :Cor so muoh or the yeal' ,.,, 

India ha.s• 11 taems •tnnge thatJ there ehoullt bllt 1111 muoh tuberoulolilia ae 

thtr i•• :aut the mctthod. of 11 'Ving whicth ehuts out so muol at the sv.a• 

8bine ~d. frt'h air eontr!butea heavily to the grtat PO\U!I.t at tubtroulodm 

in the oountry. Here thtre must bt inetruotion and prmoti()al dnl.orustra• 
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ill~ ee:rewr poaeib'lt or 'bhet r:l.ght types ot houath M&thods or bull4lnl 

them 'With wbad:eW4,. wi('lh: ptte>vialQt\ outllide the houn,it at all peuibl• 

tor. tht ~ap:h11 't pain 10 that it neod n" be stOf'td in the house• !he 

.ta:e't tmtt 'tm'o ~tU11 ro- illt better than one l..ar;e reom,. altd then thet 

fo<Jt fllli!.ould JU!It be kopt ln both tocmtn The Mtbede of oleanirtllh awteplng1 

~ m•epi.ns tbe beuse ln Hpalr muat be ta.ugh'h• !he Uap¢~nl. of rehs•• 

Wb.ioh 1• a 4Uf1tult dtli1etlon in moat 'Villages l!lhould :bflvt attention b 

ilho gr<mp dtscutat!eM• .. And real :f'oll~up work ahou.ld 'M otUTitd • tR 

atlt thett Ul!lth 'fhi keeplng ot f'ood ••:r t'rM v•mn and rues sboult 

\)$ sti'EIJU1•4 aM ~ru¥ill"a'bt<h ·Todla;r b Ialllia it is hlt that i:f' an:r one 

haJII, tubereuJ;oat.a 1n •••ltl the beglnn1ng stage• they ru·e to be uh\:J.IW.ed and 

thor are ~'Ultil!llffd onl7 in whbperlt. It is t•l t ttlat trU'fh 1 per au haa 

ab:aolut'ely n(l) o'b.uo.e ot tt'ooveey and that he ie a m.enacnr. to tht oomwud.ty 

at lelJi'gt• M4 ai;'JoGrlil.tng to the "fty >l!:hey liWt if' 'the dleea.ee ha.a pr•· 

gHal'$·t:l very f'a:t 11 it 1• true 'bhet they are a awrM Gf' i.nloetion. Mttoh 

ahotild. 'bt 'taught ttl te JIX'&Wnti ,,." mteau.r•s tor the youth and the adult. 

The -q.lu.e of rigght hou•••• g<>Od .tood• regular habite, the dt'inld.ng ot 

milk, 'bru& pr~ aaoumt et earobe1 ctnd the neoea.ary ftat should all be 

at·••••t:e·d u prevllb:bt 'V$1h !htn tor thoiHt '1llho are 1111 the value of fresh 

ai:r end smathb.4t1 n•t•. food, end a bright ohHrful outlook em U:f'e sho1.1ld 

be st:reasett., T~el"e a ret tew arrangenw:tttra for oaring fo't' tuberoulesie 

pat lent• itt Indlth A :f'ew mospi taliD con tu plains haw inade·quato arronge• 

menth Wbt.u·t are in tho billa lll tew suitoria whioh are t'1ail.tiible to a 

wey tew peopl:tt.1 tong di1ta.t1oes must u111ually be travtlledl. t.o Haoh tN!ml 
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.m4 tbe ·~••n ilil SNitJ 10 in the adult ed.untion groups muoh must be 

-taught of :f)FIW3::rtl®l awl ot h~ oue. 

It 1111 1814 tblt there is no one in India who 18 t~ trom. wale:rh. 

Anti here wlth malaria lUI wwll as with tuberculosis is pl"$vtmtive work 

nt<te816\,ry. There are mE~:ny oharts available whioh show tht 11ar:l.oua forma 

ot the mosquito a.nd his breeding pleoes and the ®mag& hEI does. Along with 

propfr housing o<mditiona th1s rnay be stressed, that they should M'\"tt not 

plEtGWUl either ar0und the· 1n<ll.i'Vidual's home or any place in ~;l:u!f o~ty 

whtre water mty stand and beoome stlgnant. Muoh interesting visual WOI"k 

may be done W'lth a glass of old stagnant water and an ordinary cheap 

ll'l.lagnitying glu~• Leotu1911 and abo dtmont~~trations of how to drain ptmde 

s.hould 'be gtvon, It it is imponible· to get rid ot the atagndt'b •ter, 

lnst:rutiltion thould be gi vet\ as to how to d.eat:roy the eggs and larvae of 

the moaq,;d.toea by putting kt:t•osi:nft o~ the 1ra:ter. This may 11outld as i£ 

it wuld bt t:ll:t:rtmely expensive, but it itn.tt as a amall ataOunt of oU 

oovfn•J fllo mt.ush water and mQk~SJ 1 t dr•tight. The life of Sir Ihmald leu, 

the disaovertr ~ q.uinint makes a most interesting study that any group 

would be interested in heating and diecuasing. From t~rt on the ~thots 

and waytil or tmld.ng qubtin• may be leutl$d• 

As another. nuume of pl!'evtntion1i:f' there is any sort of • oo""8p•rative 

organ1Jat1on available, 5.a thet hy order1ng a largt numbo:r of mo111quito 

nt~ts thrQugh them, tl'ut p~loe would be redu.oed. Thi1 baa been dent 'b;y 

eoholl)llll tnd thu• th$ priC.fll for taeh ind:1:v1dut111 hetl been cret1t1y l"tJdU.otdt 

lt may be cU:.ffieult to gtt tht adtllts th«mte1ws to sl~tep '!mdln' • net, 

~ 
~ 

~ 
\~ 



:But if •~ family 11 willing to allow 1 ohild. to ale~~tp there, without 

doubt it will ltasaen the rnalar:tel attaoks for the oh:tld, Thie heur bten 

! 
1 i 



OilAP'l$R XII 

EDUCATION TllR01Tf'lH Lil:lR.AlUlllS 

ti'br.arians haY$ always been teaohers.. All ke&~re ot 'boob l'Jho 

~~.ave 11een more than mere custodians h&rw been educators t.o those tebo 

have oome to th& libraries. 'l'he publio library u we know it 1n writ~Jta 

is praotioall:r ul:'.lknow in lnd1e., Th~re &U."fl a few librarht f~ u 
Indiat mort:t or lt<ss p:r:lvatev .~hou.ch a tew of th.G a:re called publit.. At 

India b~oome:s XTJ.Ore litel'ate. ther~a, will;. be a larger plaae for libn.ri&l<t 

~Jfany J.f!ssions now spanaer what are oalltd l"<Jt.dinc;""''oowh Then hi"lN t«' 

the mo6t part been praaohin~ oenters &nd plooes Wbera rel:~iout l:t•~ture 

was ave.ila'ble.-. eitheX' ·t;o be read or IJI01dt ThEHUlt readint£ :roOWI hevt hl!u! 

their place and there itt still a large plaoe for tlwm. But their use:ful ... 

n&$a may be ino:reai!J'ed by &xtendin~ t}loon into the field o:f' adult eduoation. 

by increasing the readine materials and in other 'WIY'h liuch or t'ht Mw 

materiel added will have to bo !llrlremel~ simple. Thtrt shwld be those 

in oharge who have a real inter!iHd:; in the adult eduoationd pro~ l!Uld 

who a.:re in $ympethy with the ones just le•rning to re•d• Tho 11bN:r1tn 

must be one wil:ting to t.akf& tim to bflp tholile who ~om.e to find aterial. 

tn.ti ted to thoir abilities. Ib must bt an eduoator willing to help thN!. 

in any way posflible with :retding ~nd explene~tiorus. 

~4uoh oould be done in thtst oentt:rl along the lint of' villi'Ual •du ... 

oatiorh Tho Y:omens Chrht.itm Tt!mtperemot Union in India hatl!l put oot a 

number (j£" oha:rts and pos·l;;ers mt ey~bnt and •umitation and ht!lllth eduoa ... 



tio:n., There is no exp.lena-t:l.on with eooh picture,. l:mt the pioturts a:re 

so plain ·that w1th aoarQely any reading they may be understood. ,_, ot 

the various kinds of oha:rt1 havt bet:n tn~Sntionttd. und'tr health eduoatton11 

As the one in aharge of the library ilay by dly comes ln oOllil'bot 

with the people end beoO\'Its •oqulllinted w1 th what ther read and. with •t 
subjects they are d1uussing1 .. ho should be of ~eat htlp to thcl'le who l:rt 

inoreasing the supply or lit:eratu.n, He has a very large pboe 11 a 

GtdUQator :tn stirring l~p the intolleotud ourioel ty ot those who eHilll~~~t to 

r<l'tad or only to tee. In this way h<t may lt&Hl llllny totally dbintt~n'futttl 

persont to beoQYil.e f!lxtn:•emely inte:remted in one o:r more lirun ot reading 

ol" of' learning. 

!£ he :is a good leadsr and ont • oan direot d.ieoun1ozuil ht •r 
perform one of' th$ lere;t~urb servbes to tht adultt of' hls oountey 'by 

oarry1n~ on disoussion group.s ·or pub).io !'orumlh But h<~~ :mud he.ve the 

· oharaoteristioa of a good leader it he att~ts thilh He m\.uvt haw 

:r:aspeot tor the opinions of o~~hera.t he l'llUSt £ir:rb be qualified biwutlf 

to disouss ~ubjeots; he cannot be diet~torial in hia belitfsJ and ~* 

must realiz0 that• in most cullses, ~t 1.s :mo:reprof'itable to atart trend.IJ 

or thot:t;3:ht and to ~til1.161ken minds than to set rieid d.taisiCil'U'I·• If :ttmt!u 

permit• there are tm;;old ways in whieh tht H1Jrary1 on a wry sul'l 

aoala. :moy !'tmBtion in the progx<cnn or adu!t EH1uoeds!on. 

Throuch the Hbndoa nmy oOJne rn.uoh o:t tht hedtl'1 anti soaiel •du• 

cation that will he taught ·to the WO!nen in thdr OWl'l groups. It tht 

• .. ri.lllflt:a !'a:rnw:r gets ht $ instruction and hh oduoa tion thro~ w.r1oW& 

farm oooperetives, the XIU.\11 in the oi t:Lts 1houl.d lit.trtly havo IOtncrbhina; <lit 
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the s~am.e kind or aduoation. :f'or many of the thtn::~s th.lllt oonoern t.bt 

vill~,·:e ~nan oonoerner the city wm as well• Sortltl or th., l!lgrhul:tur•l 

pl"oj(llots sponuered through the library might be tho ruxtlilling of community 

fS&l·dens .. se~ oe:mpG:tgna,. lnseot control, Not only those 11\ttob t~t 

damage the Cl"Ops, 'llil.ich IA:N/ found in the hoUUOil 'Muoh p:r>Opapndi bt 

carried on in health and aahty eduoatio:n, euoh fUil dealing 'With tho tlitlllll,; 

the :mosquitoea 1 m~thods ot st~et cleaning and oare of ref'Ulilfj f'r• tht 

shops enld. homelh Then· oould alao M sanethi:ng done elong th~ u~ fit 

planni:tlg f'or raoritf.\tion1 for many of. the mtn frtquenting tl14'iae pltoea lltH 

thol!le who havt m:uoh spare t'inlGw 



CIIAPTER XII I 

EDUCATION ~Vmomm MUSEUMS 

~n one girls' school with whioh .the writer h tazn.ilifilr there is 

a big glass booki)ue known as "Einduetan khubsurettt or India, the 

Beautiful• Thi.f is a :museum. in a sr.1all wra:y. and contdnl!'l arth:tea of 

India• There &1'9 piecel of pottery from Delhi filnd KashroirJ ~11 piteta 

of woodwork# lt.ee. ;nd d:ttfa:rent handio%11.\lfts from vat:rious pen•tiiJ of' !:ndith 

Thiilre ie a baby cobra i:n a bottlE~ of alrQhol lll'ld th~t bMk of a turtle 

:more than a toot IIWIQAUJ~ 'l'he:r!lJ ~t~re mod~ls of dif':f'fU'0:tlt ~nethodu of trovel 

in !l!ldia.- Th<u•e &lrt aali:IIPlea o.f' ·the ld.nde of' !.andmade p€1per truat are 

:r.uade in LuolmO'Wit !we tei!Hlhers 't\'I'Emt to Karachi to'¥! a t•n day h.oliday1 

t:ra'Vel1ng some 800 miles., :tt is UllUI!IUI!Il for fill'l ordinary l'unjabi to get 

to tht s.ee. ooast, so this 'MU!! a e,rmat t:tte&t and thrill fol" these t•aehera. 

'When theyreirlU":nM thoy brcmght vdth theta nut:o$!U"Oll8 objeota fr:>r thi.a 

mulletmt-sea stt.lls of' all des<u•i!)'tion, a model of a ba«tt" a pi~toe of 

sh.ark hide1 a bo:n ot send from the shorE~ tha'b l'IJ$ 110 dif'ferent from the 

' 
sand. o.f' tht Ptmja'b,. And the orowning pl"hEI to them and to the sohool 

. oh:l.1drem. was the bottle ot s0a wat.ar 'brought bao'k, so that the ohUdrcnx 

m1:-;ht tuto it and believe that a&fl water as truly salt, 

All i~b.ete thin;.; a '71'& re l1ro,~r:;ht hi ok t'li th the ohUd.ren ot the 1oho.ol 

in :mind, in .f'~ot ew:cythi:ng ·vwut P;;at'h.ltrl~Kl with the int,mt:; or :~Ukint thti 

teaohinlb merlb interEUitint:;• But mon thtln tho 111ohool childron 'btfMfU•d 

from it al14 lnto thilf sohool :Mohamrned.~~An .aardlh womerl fl"ltque:rrt;ly o~ .. 
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This :tnll!I'!.Hmt was near the inne:r door; it 'Wtii': o:na or tho firEJt 1;hhl~;t they 

saw., end :tt 'fts abrays m :meant!l or t:ltal"tinc eoJT~ersatiun.ir aonw J~llllUtns 

was ne·o<&ssary, as frequently ···ru if the friend was :no·b u:f.w•1 to being 

away frCilm h&r O'Wl'l hol'!l~h. Ar1d. i':rn:rn th•1I!IE1 things emd fra-11 the dhoussions 

e'bont tb$111. W.'ld the explen~.t:tone oo:ncern:tng them from both ohildren ~And 

tea.,~•r:a ~ of t'h.t&se wOl'l'lSn, who knewlit~:le of' India exoept tr .. ir m.rn 

s1osed,..131 o<rurtySA:rds., found tha":; there we-rt beautiful thing1 in India• 

Thvre h m'Uoh il:het oot.tld be donv in this line in rval eduoatioll 111 India• 

1n TMking the people acquainted with tNiJil" own aountry. ThEu'e aare til 

tm:mber of wry finiS! mul!Je~ in thtJ larger cities in !ttd.ia "ii'.lld.oh eu·e 

utua11y <~Jpen to the publ.i<h Sinoe there &rt> so nuuty ~n in India who 

o:axmot go 1!\. Cl"~S whl!fl!'t thl;l:re ero men ,these nt.:UU'IUWI might apontun• 

W~nsf ntly tteq~•ntly. It this 1s done, then the:rt should be eduoated 

WOmtU:'l theN to explain to those \'l'hO OOfitt 'W\J.Qt the "VariOUS things &%1); 

Jilan:v of' the oellectiont ln sOl'llm ot the public :muaeWM an rlliltc$:rhls awl 
~ . 

records and !"are objeots thet would m~a:n li ttlt or nothing to the averar,e 

vililitor, tbll)ugh they mo$t otrtdnly ha'Vfe their plaoe tor toholars 1nd tor 

the lil.d:vano~nt or eoienoe. Many faots ne"m:r tound in books for the most 

literate of readers are found. in such plt.l!'e& llitS this. '!'her• is ao JWc(!lh 

ot net'IW11 beauty !n Il1d1a th!tt ·one who 'beoome.a intere•ted i.n auoh may 

have a· taw objects in bi.ll cnv.n lww!t• A:nd hOVI thU would help to €;U1dtil the 

conversation whtl' the neighbor 'll'IC!Wtn flnd her ohil.dren r;o to &!lit with the 

wom«~n or thEJ t111mily :next doer. Thor<ll ''·'ould oert11n1y be bn gonip tUld 

ltafll pmuil:d.H.ty tor fr1ot1on betvnP•n tho vidH.n;~ parthlh 



CI!Al?'TER XIV 

ECONO~.U C EDUCATION 

It is said that .cad.ult education in Enela:nd began by knooldng 

at the door labeled "Eoonomi<Hh" !n order f'or ed.t1lt aduoatio:n to 

auooaed it m•t ·b$ built upon the ge:mti:ne intoNate,. neetde, exper1En'l.o9at 

and abil.iticts of those who are to be E!duoated. Oourset!l of s·l::w:ly that 

arl! planned tot oh1ldre:n in the sleinenta:ry sohool or that have been 

pl"epared for oollege atudants b~r oolle~e prof~uors ara often not suj.ted 

to the ne&da) inteTG~ta, and expe:denoas of the adtllt~ who is \.IE!Ually I 

worker or laborer of some typt:h · '!:Vhib ther reoent adult oduoation mov~­

ma:nt that started in India throu~h e:f'fol't has primt:t:t>ily ae i te aims the 

teaching of 11Utarmts Ohrl.stians to rea~ their 'Bibles and to he .able 

to participate 1nt.e1Ugently in ohuroh ser'rl.o:es, t.h~re will ai.~t.omathally 

arise new d~Ulires and new reqtlirc&ments tor these adults a a they are able 

to rea.d and 'Wl"itEt. "Where the Gover:nm.,nt h be.oomine; interm:~ted in ad1l1 t 

education and has been atked to hdp in it 41 other forms of education will 

arise. A.-,d th'Ef eoonomio aide is one that is sure to demand ~attention. 

India oa11not as yet be said to be an industrial nation~: but !!!any avenues 

lead to the supposition. that it will in time ~10 deYEt'l.op. What placHI.I will 

adult ed.uaation pll!\y in th:tB situation? ::::r., to the adult worker, eomea 

an invitarHon to atttnd ni[!;ht sohool or to attend an adult ~duoeM.on 

school or olass and the:re 1·,o would 1)e tau(~ht dtitennhip r.o thct he may 

become a bettel" aithext. or to study l!Ulgtllt~e t;het. he may spe!lk more 

oorreetly~~ll he eQm&? If ~~ say to hbn to ooms and learn more about 
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his t~de QO that h& may EH:'tl"ll mora money ...... whet; l'l'ill hill! t-EHlponM be' 

It ia not b~m·ause h~ lovas o:1 tit~mahip or lan~;uege laen,~~ hut because he 

h>VEJI getting oo in the wol"ld-th$t will oatHHt him to com.& on the eeoond. 

:invi'iation. Selt'""Pl!"&ttrvation ...... t~ a first 1.rw of nature m,ll be the law 

·whioh he will hted, Suoh Ill stimulul'l 1m pt-obably not the hir:heet, and 

adult edu0ation, s.s 'Well ae the ordinary education of' our yonth ahou1d. 

bav" a hi~Ml" ideal than eoour.m.!etion of' matt:Jrie.l wealth. But the eonlt 

llllarner is u a t-ule a worker end l':as e :f'omily to st1pport, at leut he 

has hi:nmelf' to think oft Etnd to the '~~bread and btl.tto:rt1 el<.'mlent does 

enter into hi.s eduoat;ional aot1 vi tiers, There seems to 1'1a El greet pl.aot 

to~ bbo:l!" eduMtion. in Indita;r and ther$ ?till be more and more ae !ndia 

beo(.)1'Ms mor~ industdali~ed. Even now., vJ!th the small amount o:f.' 

indu~ttrimlis:m thett she hS;c, there :1.8 a plaoe tor suoh EJduoation, f'or 

there is 'lM:)l"k or all types to bo do~e. Arid. the adult lU1.ltSt be trtd.ned, 

l"'$g&rdleu of' what hS.s wol'k is, to till M.a pomi'l:lion in hh world with 

the 111eat sat1efeotion to h:basel:f' and to his ~loyer.l 

Fr~&quently !t b found th~t thfll adult wol"k:er wishaa to s iit1d;:l in 

sohool only those things 'IHhioh he reels 'Will dd Mm in a strictly 

GcJonomio WBY• If this idcta is f'ollcmed th~:n hil!l edt'().ticl!l will fit him 

for only one type of work. Uld that type will generally letad him into 11 

greow whioh. will make him, :f.'igurati wly spealdnr,, G!l 'l'll.Aohine t and he will. 

m:tss mt.v'h of life. itself'.. In !i!Ot'll® areas in Juntrioe the e;,:to:ndon olutea 
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a.:r·t~ zoing to the work~rra in the a~..>mosphe:rE} o:r t: elr wo:rk oi' ·thtf vfiu•icn;u~¥ 

loot!ltions. !t hu ooGn fot:m.d ·~:h~:J't in doing this ~~hat i":req\~<lt}'1tl;r ·hho 

worka:rli ~,,_..., i:·rtE>~stt:~d. in e;oi11g; to the s<Jhool at othe:t• t~.m~H.t :£'or ptl~el;y 

c.mltural or ::reortll!'hional aubjeota, In this <)Q!lneotion, the o1i.-;y oi' 

:Sut.f'slo makes lftl'l !nter<:Ft~rbing :ropo:r·b that 1n Q sohool of 1046 000 adult111 

in thti pamt six years,. a. reoEu1·c canvas .ehOWQd tha·b 4 1000 of these 

etu.d.ents have· rEu)'li Ttd a.d'mnGEIS 1n posi ti<:»1s and i:n wage a tHJ a di:re<Jt:. 

re.ault of thai.r t::¢tarnsio:n vtork. 

Ther& is muoh wo:rk alons the line or -ed.twf~tin~; ·the adult that O$tl 

bs done :tn tr.e already e:ldsti:n;s f.'aatories a.nd mills 1 1i' those in aharge 

or 1140h '1.vo:rk can bEt brought to 1ett how muah better work li terata men do 

than they ca:n &.,..rer hope tor from 11litera1;e t;;mplo~·etlh There ~u·o :;:O::m') 

.f'aotorie• soat\erti!i throul;houJu !ndia 'l::hat ho.w tried to oo something 

t>:t>wrd H teraoy for their r:ie:n• 13ut tlnt:l.l tho pnteent tiTtliO tili!l're :ta'Ve been 

o:t"lly t~oattered of.torttJ' here li!nn th.tn•• and no regular program of •ny kind. 

and no regubr mthods known. Alno11;~; the pll:lc(fls roe.d,- for intenaiw work 

a'lo:n.g thilf 1intt are a llUn!lWr or leather mills iJl and around C~~!!Voi\tlpore .• 

It has 'btllen. ~mg,g<ts'bed ·that if the man@:gera and employeeS' oould OotM to• 

gather on ae:rll.Q aort o:r adu!t eduoaticm ,V:t•ot;:rtlm that there would be leu 

time for strikes an~ riots there, The:t"e lllr~ alao the matoh faotox•:'.elll in 

the Punjab;; thn do:ums of' CJOtton mills,. so1t'tf1r(.,ld from Sholapur to 

T.llll'walpindi., tobaooo faotorias in many parte of India. ancl t1unorous othe:r 

.larger or s~l!er ind\.tstrbl plax:rbn~t ThE1 eve:r i.ut:riguing potter et hie 

whaE~l wuld l'!l$ke e good !ilubjf'Jot for a liter•acy project. 



COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 

In the problt.m. of Jtdult education 1n India thQl"t i.e surely th~ 

place for the coopQrati.'V$ movemE)nt. 'l'h~~t olailn of the Cooptu•ati:vt Move• 

:m.e:nt is said to btt tb.r'eet•f'old. Firat• as a mA'H\ltta of btd.lding up at the 

praee:nt time a va.st ti:aanoial a.Xld industrial 11'laohine independent of 

oapitalistio influence and eontrolJ tulloond., as a wtshs or def'e~s• c>£ 

working· olau standards or l1"Vi.ng against capitelistio exploitation and 

reduotionst and third• as the worker's CMm experienced work•l'lhop tor the 

testing of newtheories and sohemes for eocia1 and individual relation ... 

8hips,.1 

Thia ·idea oould be used in e. number or worthwhile wys in India. 

One very worthwhile a'V'enue being Farmer'$ OQ"'operati ve Soo1elba tor the 

joint ~rketing of the ?X'ope and other prodttQt1 SUi."'h a.s · truok"~'gardtni:ng .. 

ln such eooitties there oould be arrangement• fQr direot supp~y ot $8tds• 

fertiliztt",. ete. The Farmtn•s' Guild and Co•oper&tive G:uilda for in .. 

atruotion and general entertaitll'II.Eint and interaat would fill a r,rea.t need­

In oonneotion with the j<~int marketing of' orops., there is also that type 

of organization for the j.o1nt own<tr.s-h:Lp and operation o:f' :maohi:mry whioh 

would :make it at the se:rvioe· ot the members in turn u they required i:b, 

In. thi's. way it would bG posdble to ilnprove tht implem.tntlll or the .farmer 

in India.. :t:t" he were taught the propor use of' the nev1 instruments,. it iS 
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possible that he 'WOuld be mort~~ &f:lthudastio to use them and o•rtainly 

the f!;;l"ade and th<t amottttb of produce and a rope would bo railed • Muoh haa 

'been dt:U!lt: ln this litte with the .farmers in TurkltY• A newspaper was 

publiahod :ter the Rural Sooiet:y group of illiter~S~tes as they learned to 

read• hddes ttmplc reading, muoh spaoe was gi'VOl'l. to pic:tu:res o!' b•tter 

!l!ltJ'ihoda of tantdng and garitni.ng and eimp:t.E> di.eou~tdtin& on ootter ways ot 

doing 'thinge;" fhe echools and olueee for the rt,1ral group in Tutke;r are 

held, fJol' the most part .• at night or 1ntenl.i Ye training is given ~t 

varioua se•so:na~ .. when those aonoerned have time to givllh• 

Suoh cooperation in thb or in many other poadble linea in I:nd.ia 

would 'tend to make p$1!1S:i'ble1 sooner w latGr, a se1£'•govtn·ning olass"" 

lees· .eJooiet:.r, operating its own &oonomi~ ey111tem, t~md tu!li~z ne.ture •a 

J"EUllc;)UJi'Qfl fOX" the (Hln3!:fl)ll good Of the millions of tht'1111E.t WhO li'll'e in th& 

s.g.ricultva1 aHas. Mueh alonE; this line ot• ooop6rttlon might bs- done 

through the various Bt>ar4s of Rural ieoonttt"uotion that are found 1n 

Indillh~t There b alre-ltldy aond.deJ<&ble eyooperl!ltiw work dono in ooope:rative 

banks and inaura.noet soaiet$.es.-

Th&re are in India « number of vocational schools~ both Uiseton 

and Government. In th•s• aoho~ls young •n le.-.rn veu•ious oooupations,. 

brrb so frequently. 'When the oourllle ia fi:rd.ahed, there is no pboe open 

for them to work. It aeem'8 so f'requ(mtly thmt illiterata.,. worthte1s 

worknt.en are tu.lutd rand those who are trained and oould do better work are 

l~~t.ft without anybM . .ng 'bo do. In " M:hud.on in Central :tndia ther& h the 

understanding tln~t all building and eu<'h 11ko work oarri~~td on. by the 
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fU.esloR is to 'be ione 'by Oluthtbn boym who are trai:nod in muoh work. 

Thus Chriailt•n yeung men are trained, and; when thtd.:r training is finished, 

they h.aw at ltaet a h~• that they will bnv~ I!J(')m.$ emp1oymtmt, 

A e:bnU.ar lbt ot work 1a being tried out· ln the Punjab with a 

OJwi.•tlan Laber Qa~. The e::cp«9riment was begtttf with a nan'ber of varltd 

objeot:\veat C~owu~ning lt.; the :Rtv. J, C• Ettinnoh wrU:eu 

OUr eb.je~Jt:l vets w:re varied• Fb••rb1 • hoped to turnilh gainful 
labG2:' tor our tl.U"plut Martinpur workers1, aa Y~Etll as for Christian 
YGUXJ.t£ Mtt fte other surrounding villagEHh Januet·y, .tebruary, 6\nd 
March a:re mo:nth$ ~ leisure t5Jne tor meny or the village men and 
bE~ys, '"~• '\lfl'lir·e also exploring the p~:u1sibilititu1 or forming a oQIOrl 
o,erPtive C~iltb.n labor oorpa to t~ke over ao:nw or thtse large 
!ilarthWCJ)rk o.o.nt.raQ.tsJ to do the job in a Chr:l.stien wazt (without 
bribe:ty) and to put by the p:roti 'bs and ove:rhead-•approximately 30 
,,, e•nt-1nto btmefi ta for the workerlh· The night sohool was a 
$UCOG$1ful by•produot. 

SeooncU.y, t)le eamp seell~Qd: to have t-dueationa.l poldbilitiea 
for the ene:nall.«~!n and rtaearoh tide: ot Forman Christian Oolltge 
wo:rln :tnveatigati.on ot labor cond1tlons on thtd$ jobs, the 
dU':f'1oultiea ot oontraetorlil 1 expltltation of ~borers, case 
ttUdies fl>t ;veung men working in the oamp, reu~u·oh in the 
comparative ef'fioinoy of th• 1bi1 vs. tht pick and the shovel 
and the whttLbarrow; ~thode of' developing and maintaining group 
morale undtr ~u.tti~lt oond:ltions••tht:se eeE~W~~d opportunities of 
putting lite. 1 ,,to rih.erwiae dull aoadem:lo J:.A, theses. • • , 

Thirdly,~ eXpected to use this osmp aa an ~dUo$tional. 
expt:riunt tor illiterate lind stmi•i11S:t:erate Christ:i.tn:Uh Five 
young men with high school eduoatior:t work~d as foremen• night 
l~~th$el leade;rs ad oamp lead•rh They we:re paid Rs,. 10 a month, 
slept on the gl"Otlnd, pdd for and pl"epered their own rood, All 
stayed by 'tihe Oblp through the rdn end mud. In the two and one• 
hal:£' month• 2a men and boys .finhhed the Uogc.. pri:mer and are 

. pu.shing on in thfir etnggle for U teracy, The oemp wu supplied. 
with Urdu litera tw•e and all oampe:rtt were enrolled in ola&IUU#• 
Tb.e eamp badere oarrled em morning and eVEPning praye:re • ~;., hope 
to use the n(!}:-~t oemp more extensively tor rurel reoo111trnot1on . 
t·dUI!It'fd.cn. 'l'wo of. our r~1ll ti.lne oeperlfl E~re :re•entori.nr: school 
'Wi tb ftes ta:rned d.urin{r, this titnf> • "' • • One boy who htd. studied 



through the ninth olaaa .•. wholiJ:t father hf!ld been Stllpende4 fran 
govtrn:m.ent aarvioe end bad oome baolc to th& villa!~' in dupdr1 
"W'IIlt au.ppall'ting hh father, mother, two dlil:ttra, and e brother 
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who was in .aehool, • • • lf the work holds out, the~e labor oeps 
I!Jth\ to heltl possibilities of an t~dlaoational system i'o:r villagers 
that will have more ot a ohanoe to ~oot itself in to the country 
f)han witt •lrlY ld.ntt ot foreign inatitutional •ftort. :Soya on do 
part time labor ~th their fathers or older brothera and get their 
•woation a.lmesi .e a 'btlu!Jitl of self euppert.. Brighttr boys oUl 
move on into eoJ oola and <il&lleges later, none the worse for sharing 
the ·6o11 &t t.aa:er pri V'Ueg4"<1 b"'thernw 

Jimou'tbtg the <U\11\JP has b•en ~~~~thing ot a problem. 1• decide!! 
to set'ble labor aooeU)'J.te 'WI!Iek by wt&k• This '\!lis something nn and 
had its d:e.aageH-. We ha4 a. ®ntrMt that ~"equired "' tcnp of 100 
lll$n to oomplete the work 1n tht- tiltl$. w had nt. Our oam.p strength 
was up to SOO a f&w tU.s but oul' average wae 'bet'W9en 50 and eo mtu:t• 
Two groupt of 15 men eaoh ran out on Ul after pay day. We htve now 
deV\11~ a nuobu& of' leyal labor, most ot thtm our MartinpW!' 
Ohrittbn village men, and w expect to reopen th& omp a.fter 1 

•ek with 100 •n-

Wt have epel!lt ext '+&he wark 1». two and ome•halt month&, inoluding 
equipment of. t.els ~ a &cunp bicycle and pa~nt of our oamp aupar• 
viii!WII aM w~;omf'a, owr llih 1,eoo.. All o'·'r labOl' aocowats are 
a·ettltd 1n tull. Aga!xur1t this we have had payments trom. the Oanal 
de.pal'wnt td 1111• flliBI·• we. have tintahtd "WWrk to thAt valuo of 
about Rh l:tSOO so • aho:uld eo:me out a little ahead. finanoblly. • .. 

We art exp~~totil:ll to go on with thtJ oamp cand dowlop furtht!' ihe oo• 
.,_l'lllid:ve %fianagbeat a!ll<i eduoational p08si bili ties of' the work. 

Oer\iabll.y WGl"k ef thi.• type oarr1ed ~nn 'b;v trained ettie-hnt worlc::men 

iiiJ 141®U~tthing W9-ri~hUt in lnilia and eOll.Wthing ruat too often &vaUablth 

Undef propti:IJ" l.t,a-ieral~ip itt will not bt d.itfioult to secure mol"$ and more 

work ccn'braott. fr~ the Gowrnm.ent to or.gani ze Christbn young •n i.nto 

ftrk oal'tl,)!)l where they rna,- 19• \J.aetul end haw Nl!lpeetable work• And the 

oppo:rtun.S.ty to ow.r:.:y Ql1 bhdr od.tu::uatiQn or to 'bo1in thd:r education it 

th<ty h1v1. ntW):' hod an;v is s<mtth:blg thai~ .will rnekt for the :d.oher :f'ullor 

lite, 

2 J. o, Heinrich, "A Obrht:hn Labor Oemp," The National Ohrhtbn 
aounoil Review. Vol. l!i7. (Naf!',p~tr, c.P. India), Jtmo""'!11'3'7.' pti~' '!1a ... su. 



SUM.WI.RY AND CO:llfOLtJSIONS 

II t.Ulf'hba~ rtttaUr ~e1ng aoecrrq:~lhhtd in the way ot illiterates 

bte8ilaJ a'blt t0 :reed.'t . The fe!llo'win! are a few .reporha fr~M the Punjab 

\VR:1eh haw oo• in nee:nt lettun•e tra thc11e werking thh a"lh In m.e 

llalkat uea. thirly~:lnt pel'llene,. fwr of them 'l'.'OIT.\fln~~o haw finished the 

prbntr in sib ••It•·» mar .Jal1Wldur mntY""I!IiX hive re111.0htd abU1ty to 

rte.d the New hs:tamtatilJ he~:re a '75 ;roar oldtr b etacl~,ingw tbll!rt 1 aohool 

9;1t"l teuhts a 'boy oo~I!Ntn 'Wi t'h trubtp.. Bavonily•sbt Yoga Sohool 1tudt11ta 

taught :a1lltty•be adults to Ji~I~ad during theill' six ftek•s llltn~r~ntr holiday• 

A ~• who had. bten eo•ld.ni f(')r te•aobe2l's ror many long yo11r11 su4dtn!t 

fillt41 that tbe t•& 08;l:l r'te.d. In t:nQthe~ •u•ta t-wel.'WI adulta taught bf 

tetU" JIQ~l stMtx:t- .within t• wtu'b tinbhed the ·primer• t\\o ot~v 

been, and J•·ld olllt ot th• :nt'WBpapers,. Tw'o of' these men have siMa 

wit'Mn lett:era in their ~ hll'ld to their washer. lt reade 11ke a 

tait1 story,, bu'b: i.'b' a al.l tztue. TheNJ are e. 't p.nsent in thb ana tam 

'b~tekllt in lllimpl• le.nguage availabll besides a n~IH':r whioh. is printed 

:mr;)Xl.tbl;yt thl$ yea:r baa pilil'edU0itd. & 111Uf!'ioilltnt body t:>f bt~g l.iteNture 

and has p;,oved tktt thf tau'baoh •thoda. do WOJ:"k ln th• P\mjab, that an 

ad:ul t emlt lur:tt to fttad i:adltpende:nil1y in a month or so, and ·M•t he oan 

'beach others, though not w~oh along this lut Unt hu really liletn dan•h 

This stcond ~ar, wh:l.oh 1m ju111t atart:l.nr; in the 11!'• of adult 

ttdueation ln ll'l4ia.1 d1•ulcl pr·Clduoe thou.IUII:nds of now road:tl'lh· Tl'u~Jn ia 

one th:l.:ng that is btlJ:!lS Jfegretttd, that in so.m.e arttl!l the e:nthudum tor 
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the. campai.p ia lbd.ted t~ the Christian ()OlllMunity~~ This year ahould ••• 

e widenin.g ef that interest to include .utd challenge all oCtlll:!luni titts, -
Tb.• a.e'biu pur'bit1pa.ti<D.n of' District B.oard schools 1\:0d E.lt'her •uch schools 

an.a. college students.t· pard~~th club aotiv:tt1et 1 ell religious teaohers, in 

~aet_. every organhaticm of ev&r•y typej should 'be sought in ordtr that 

e,..ey hllt¥:til beillq; in ~he Punjab may enjoy the 'bener:ttt or !U.teraoy without 

dctlaY• Ill thu • eaoh havt a vitt!A1 pert;,l 

Fo:r the p:FGgram of ad.ult education in .Amerioa there seems to be 

plenty ot money G~.t hand. A:n:y new p:rojett finds Money from Gover~nt 

eeuroes t0r :t:bt oa;rrying on. India hss 11othing like thiB to fall baok 

upant !h.e Illl;tien Go'Vliltmnont is very slew m·l.)t'Mt apportioning mone;v tor ·~ 

PWJ?l.eae.. Also; the!"e b not th& money available if the gow:rnment •s 

ready amd wlll~~ to gi¥t it. The m.1n avenue through whioh adult •du• 

eatlen 'Will oonw :Ln India, 'Will be in the millions in lnd~t beooming 

emthu:aiastic wad int&Fettea in freely bslping each other. ln Ohina tbe 

peliG*Jmen in the street ulp those who are learning to read. When all 

ot India g•t• £iMd. with this &et.il,. :mon~y will not be the moat necessflry 

item.. 

It would b£1 cGstly., oertd:nly• to of'fer lea.ming opportunitiel!l to 

millions of w.n tuld women• It hat been costly in the p11st to oftrn• 

d.ndlar app$2i''trunit:l.ts to millions of boylil filnd gil"ls.,. 'but 'Wt'l all knoPJ that 

there ha11e 'beAtn unzneeu1ul"a.bl~ and. overwhelmir1~ gaiJUilt The extent to whioh 
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t.his pd.noipl& o~tn be applied to adu!it eduoati® ahould bt:f a ma.tter at 

p:r•~m:ent and tutut"e aonne~ The baeio philotfjophy tor adult tduo~tion 1m 

&t'termined by the €hl).s!re tor it. The desire tor euch eduaat:ton in India. 

~:.o~ if lA growing dt~tdre, Sl@8n 1n all ola~t~ees and aa1teh 

~:d.oa bas Ul:ldoubtef:l,ly beoome i:ntorested in the lii'Orld atf'ort to 

help 1llitfn:tes. A pt"opeaal to organhG a World Litoraoy Oemmlttel)f 

~-- ~ady re$fGnJH,, IUld in the tell of 1935 tMs orgenhation oa• 

1l!l11<> e3d.i!l'lil~U1oe·•· URder the a:~ouapioea or this ooa1:ttee muoh is being done 

in a a:wab~!u• of oount:det toward. doing .aWilly with illite:rMY• 

The fir~t All•lndia Adult Eduaetion Confe:renoe was hold in Dolhi1 

'lirbl$ oapi tal oity of ln.dla in Ma:rah of' this year. Rep:rea~ntati ves of' al1 

tr~•.nh•tionJ~ *1ok are doing any type or adult education 'Wel'e :l.n:vited._ 
. 

t~tfl?MIIY» handltl'$%"k1 Ol"$.f'btila 'VC10Gl'f;;io:o.al 1 eXtE~ndon OO'l.U"'SIIIS• eto, 'Wf.tl't 

tlnUcht:red.• lttl wu 1\ 'W'.?l"thy gathering with a ohiet justice emd th•· 

vitf-"Ohlnotllor of V.lM. Uni verl!lity among the patrox:us, Tb.e:r& wtul 1110111e 

'hnrd.on felt bfJt,~~Ettn Indi:ane and Europe~Uts, b~twten Congress and Govern ... 

ment, 'between Olut1atia:nJ9. a:nd non .. Christiane. Th.:tt the thing WlB felt tG 

be so big and 11110 far relilCJhing that all w~we willing to rise li!.how their 

41ftli11"tnoea. .A lrovidonal !a tionlll Organil&at1on was orga:nizE~<h W:t tb 

thb organisation all adult ~&duom.tion workers *itl'El to affiliate themsEtlws" 

being lett absdu·tely t:ret to •u:ptrimerrb, taoh alol:lg thdr f.1i'hl :unes, but 

bting J~md.nded that XlG method or tool is a1:1 ond. i:n i tflle:J.r, only the~ 

devt1Clplll$:mt ,r tk~» 'll'lho3.e indi vldud.-

As luas bun said in the dir:wuulo.n o!' thi!': prob14llm of' edt.:~lt edu• 

o.a;tiflm.- literaey is not (ltl'Wlylll 4l!dllOit:ton. There ca.re man:;r ind1 vidudl 
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today who are highly Utel"fldre but who tu~• wry poorly eduoated. Howver,. 

1iteraoy is on• of the :rortmost roles w 1~h m.aker:~ t)oss,.b'le eduoation• 

Those who are 1111 terata art'.' in ' ~ris.on of th$ bla<Jlcelllt ldnd.......,.. prh'On 
•' . 

of the min<f• :t:t.11te~aoy l:uoeed:s ill·h•elth ot all ld:nd113 ...... phydoa.l, mental; 

moral~ •nd' social:~ 

Eduoat1on. in lnd:l.ll\ or in any oountry should male$ tor purposeful 

human bein;:;eiJ for :monl obaraeter_t and for impro'll'ed living oondit:lortar 

th~ough goe!'ld c!l.tise'nehip.. Th.eJ~e 1e today in India a wide ap:reed · ded.re 

on the part or the :mu3o1"ity of' the 1111tl!lrGrbes to bf.IOO:tn$ u terata. The 

p:r-esent campaign .against 111iteraoy was begun 1n intensity a 11:btle more 

than a :rear- ago with the slogan, llJ!:very Clu.'tistillUl a Reader by 1941,." 

tro:m the All•Indh eat\trEinoe of Indian Ohristians. The a.im. oi' this. 

oon!'erenott was tha"\i through litoncy ea~h Ch:r1stitU1 learning to reed 

wotdd b~Mrq.e Iii better Chrbt5.an end that the Church in India vrould be 

strengthen!'ld• The :rtad:tng of the B1'ble by the individual ohW"oh mE~mb•rs 

ie or.te o:f' tM fi:rmt CIH!I&&n.tis'l.s for a strong Churoht 

1'hl11 work 1m thG px>ogram of a.d~lt tduoatJ.on in India b•gan with the 

main 1dea being that of mald.ng u.p to the adult what he had mbfltd in lifl!)­

ttuaohing hi:IQ. to read. In. this p1J10gram. theNJ IU't a number of faoto.re to 

be oo·.'1sidered. Pluoh help and enoour.agl!lment hall been gi:ven ·~o i:hose who 

have 1tartatd the work 'by nr. taubaoh. Tft. has dbne muoh ad:.tniler work tor 

various oo\.U\ltzties whtre thero have 'bten the proble'l'l'1t of e number or 
l.fllnguages end oomplicatJSd elphabotlh. Be advooatea that eeoh n~J~w literate 

ti!Uleh hil!l ntwly learnerl lesmons to other ilUtE):rtates. Only through this 

method «nd through :tnUoh volunteer help of all pree<~~nt l:l teratu can th:t.e 
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part et tht adult tcl\iltational progrcun .be oarried on to any gNJat sueo•n• 

lit hu bten prove:n that 1111!ul.te havt the ability to learn and to learn 

:mlltOh i'Elsttt:r thalt childr~n., if th~ pro~r m~thods' al'ld inoentiv~HJ are used. 

It hat mee~. !'!r0'\I'$Xl in other OOUrltrha that tbey herve the tbDJ.ty to i:ntaoh 

•thtr adult1 W'f''}f ull, 

Alii adults lea.:rn to read they must be tfilttght that it b t'~quent11 

MtOI!UUilry t~ ohtott thti1r rftd.ing material, that there is often much on 

the market. wh!eh ia wortplemm and not worthy of' being read, .A.I!! the program 

··t read~.ng oon'binu.ea thtre must be more or the ricr,ht t~ of U:bentu.re 

avaibblt• At 'bht~~ t'iret there m.uErb be pllflnty o:t each but purposeful 

refi\aing matt<d.,l available •. The preparation or 1uob. material is one o:r 

the J)roaeots .1ll:ow bt!:ra~& oarried on 'by a nU~~.ber of' groupe in !ndib 

'rhit a!ltalt eri'uoa:M.onel program oonlists of' muoh more thin l'Mlld.ttg 

the adults adept ~th the reading skill. There must be r,r~h in and 

throug:h :ma:n;r. ,,_nues. There ere many lines of education whioh must b• 

touohed. 0. of tu m<.tst essential for india is that of' he&lth e·dt.aeation .. 

~ begi:ming ¢If· w~k in this line is the breaking dovm of ignorance 4%ld 

l!luperstitioxt and prejtldiee• Vlihen the.se break then tht teaob1ngs of health 

al:ld: hygitUl"ll and n:nttetien w:tl1 take hold and it will all have a vital 

:mttltxl.ing for JlduHar., 

Reading roome that are already preaent in aonneo:M.on with the 

a.cl'tivit1e . .t or many ot 1il.ht ohiU"cht'UI may, elcng with thdr pHIUtnt work• 

loee~ oe31lte.rs ot tdult edu4)ation pr<'>graa, Thtae will 'b• centers 

elil!pliiHliall:r fer the 11.\tfh There art oi~j? toho~Jla tAnd hotpitala and hOllfs 
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in the cities whioh o-n be used as suoh oenters for women. These centers 

l'llllilf be used u tht begil'Ulinr,EJ of Hb:rnries whe:-• stt~.table readinr; material 

1s available• Th$y I®Y ba used as aentera for d:tsousaionnl groups. .Ae 

bas 'been shown in the diaoussion of public forum r;ronps .. the leaders for 

these disoumsiona ~ust be ~refully chosen. it good in to oome from th~. 

The:rae oentEtra xnay also oontrlbute in the creating of new literature that 

will be interesting and will help in following up the discussions. In 

~:rioa end in other aoutatries muoh use is be:l.ng; n'11itde of these disl1ussional 

groups i:n 'bring.:tng before the people the present day ieaues.- Mor0 real 

t!ldvancemtnt to•rd good ottizenship. ·' s beinr.; made throtlgh these :f."ortml.S 

than through any ether line of e1tizeneh1p training. This is one or the 

greatest ~ed1 of." India today es she ie taking up life under a new govern• 

mental oonstltution• Her ileal :f.":reedo:m. w111 co.rae as ahe h· loosed f'ro.m. 

the old ideas and prejudices and ignon:noes end as sht becomes ~duo!lte<i. 

alcng all linelh 

Turkey and Persia,. i:n tlldr new reach for literaC)y and eduoation.• 

have found that muoh eoonad.o ed·Mation and f-reedom has oome tht~ough co·• 

operative sottteties of •ri ous ldncl.a • The better:tnc; of one's eoonomio 

li!l~1'l:dition is not the hizhest psint ts be desired through ·edut:tation* but 

when l!toonondo eo:r:cUtions are whet they .are in India,~~ it h 'l:lound t-!1 pl&f 

s large role in any fe>r.m of eduoaticm• Though t:h"re a:ro many "VOcational 

schools in lndie that tum out n.urn1~ers of trained workers yet there is 

muoh un$lllple:ymtmh If' those who haw work to be done could in eOlll$ way 

g<tt }ogethtr with those trained in the l!lpeoifio kind of" work to be done, 
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there ill! no doubt that tht work would be dor11~ bett~:r and that tower 
' 

trained wo:rtknlf$n would be :l.dl~h Tbou[!;h the:ro t::U'e a .number of.' probleme 

connected with it, more work along the :tdea of tho ! ... a1:Jor Camp au1 diaouued 

1n Ohapter 'J::il :may b• a solution to so~ of the unemployment problen~, 

Th:ls atudy has taken l.lp o11ly a ft"·;·; of' the impl:toations of the 

program of adult eduoatioxh There ere tl'!lllny othe:ra, sorile probably more 

vital than any touohed beret~ But these are some or the beginnings and 

some or tb!t poss:tbiUtiee 1n India, 

Adult e.du.aation undertakes to quicken and :1 i'orm and ijharpen all 

our adult po\ll(')rs.. !t undet'takes to lllfltoh int~llibenoe and abilities 

ar:;ai.nst besetting evils or all kinde, enu1 t:.bove a1lt it tendt~ to sustain 

the hope ot oonetent growth of the whol& man. And oerta:inly much of the 

managing of a diff'iault oivi!.:tzation 11Ull~· be eradioated by 'l:ho uee that b 

madill of the learning power ·Of. tha 1ndivid\tel.., whioh 1a hie as long -ae h4 

l111'$h 

Certainly this oppot'tuni ty for olel11.$ntary and secondary eques.tion 

tor the 6ldu1 t• is needed in order th!llt $ larger percentage oi' India • e 

popul111tion my have tht11 educuation!lll tools ?.-:ith whioh to dttv(llop ilheix' 

talents in keeping with the times, and thue have the opportunity to live 

fuller, rioher. mora oNat:1~ l:tvos, 

'Whentve:r n are pre.aantod with the opportunity of bringing 
'beauty l!lut ot uglineasJ harmony out of' oonrliotJ good-wi.ill out 
of batl'edg potenay ~>tlt of' sttr11ityJ intelliga:noa out of 
:tgnorenoea in 1hortf whenever it btoomtlll posa:tble to add a 2 new quality to. ex:perienoe, • srbond in the presenoe of oreat:ton. 
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