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No doubt fifnJr:/ aohool admin14ttrato:r in I&nlli&S has hAd to a.nanr the 

queation of the •rth ot hie school to the o~ty in r~lation to i:ts 

cost, :U1 dolla:ra and oente, some time during the past fn years when th~ 

1Nhole world hEJ.I bt'len in the throes ot the worst de:pnsdon ot modern times. 

'Why ue school tUIIUJ •o high? How muoh $1l.lacy do zo.~ get? Whtll.t do 

you use a.ll ot your large building for? Row much salaey does the ooaoh 

get'l' 'Why doea he get mo:re thiUl the Eqli$11 or hom.e toonomios teaober'i' 

~ don•t you "out out" athletics? Why not ~out out" music, art, or 

manual training and home eoonom.ioa? These are a 'fww of the questions that 

disgruntled $Ghool patrons have &$ked ot sohool guperintendenta and bo~rd 

me.mbere. 

The purpose of this study is the investigation of school ooets in 

Kansas from 1928 to 1936 to ascertain,~~ in so far as possible, what haa 

actually happened to salaries, total eohool cost, building ooats, capital 

outlay_, number of' tee.ohera, and how 10hool oosts oompax-e with other govern ... 

memtal costs during the ••e period o-f tim$.. Perhaps some light oau be 

thN'Wn on the oft diaGUfUied aubjtot of our sohoola coating the tupayera 

of Kansars too muoh :money.. Particularly in the years from 19~2 to 1934 much 

complaint or high tllX!Ia tor school purposes was heard, and. :ma.ny individuals 

and o:tganilllations ad:vooated -.ll kinde or redu.ot1o:ns in school expenses~ 
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f'X"om a veey mnal1 reduction to total a.b~donm.ent of all school funotion1s. 

PREVIOUS STUDIES 

The p:rifS&lnt study ill a continuation of an •a:rliiU' erbud.y made by 

4. Kenneth Li ttlel in ldlioh he covered. the school oo,stG in Kansas over a 

period from l89S .to l92S. The author haa been aided in his study very muoh 

by the :mate pial presented by Mr.. Little end oompa.risons will be made by 

ulillg ma:t$:dal fl'Om hie work11 

Altba1.u11l in a bullettn published in 1930 lists eome material that 

proved to be benetloial in thh study. Al.so 1 some other addreearts and 

nporta slleh a1111 the a.dd:reaua by ·woodr:tng8 to the Xaneas Couneil of· Adm.inis-
.;;;;;.;.;~- _,-.......,._.._- ---

tration in 1982, and the reply to his address by Mr. N~, 4 of' Manhattan, 

in Whioh they nre d!coussi:ag the relative m&ri ts ad sho:rt-omnings of the 

11tax limitation amendment"' that &Ill to ha'Ve been adopted as a part of' the 

oonstiwt1on or tht state of !ansa,... 

Mttoh of the data. for this study a8.'f.ll.e trcma the Biennial Reports of 

the State Superintendent of Public Inet~otion or Kansas. ~ile dozens 

1 ;. Kctnneth Little., ttA Critical Study ot Public Sohool Costs in 
KanBtUI ll'l"'ll\ 1898 to l92S."' Bulletin Published ~ Iru:uua.a State Tea.oherlll! 
Oolle!e, !!ft;>~i.a.l Ua:roh 1931 1 8§ pp. · · .. · .. · 1 

2 Carl. B• Althlaua, "The Trend of School Taxes in ltarus&u:¥, tt .A. 
Bulletin, Publbhed ·E.I Kbsa:s ,Utt~ye,rai~z P:r~uu», 1930. ..... 

3 Harry :ft,. Woodring, n'l'he Propoailtd 'J.'u Limitation ·Amendment-.. ltm 
Purpoee," In The Kmea.e: TtiiUl\.Ohe:r, Vol. 36. :No. l, AprU 1'952, PP• 9-lo. 

~ff¥'tlin 

4: p,. J. Newma:n, "1'he Tax Limitation Amendment... ... Ita Objections and 
Ilnplioati()nlf,., in!!!!, ;K,~~.~~ Teacher., Vol. 35., No. 1, April 1932, PP• 11 .. 15. 
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of repoM:it on 110b:ool f:lmmot ht.ve been written cov•ring; the entir~t Unit-ed 

States, they will not b~t Eip&oif'ioall;r mentioned be<Ul\UJe so little of the 

:mat•rial wi.ll uaotl;y apply to a. study 0f eohool costs in Kansas .. 

Deft'enbau;h.a in on• of the latiGnt.l :Sdl:).ea;td.Etnal Association. ReportG 

preeented some useful dl.ta fo:r x-.nsae achool tin.%10ea a:nd. aided. in oompari ... 

e$DM' ot •oheel oosta ~th vario~a other gove~~tal unit coats. 

'' 

Thi$ inv1.urtige.tion includes oompa:rieons of xnateria.la found in 

t1ttle••6 atudywith lr!ore l"$0e:nt material, obtained largely from tho 

Biennial Reports ot the State Superintendent of Publio Instruction of Kansas. 

AliC> it will inelude uterial from various other 1ou:roe$ in an attempt to 

s'hc.nr the tttlltu• ot finances of •ohoollll in lansa.a sime 1928, the date when 

th~t other stnii(Jly clolfeci., thit study cGvero one of the sritieal periods of' 

our fl"ee tehGol system. Probably it is the only period whltn the entire 

sehool Gy8ttm had to •ue a d.eoided retre~hmeut,. and the only thne when 

the reawlts of .-ny ;reus ot etfort and prognss might have been lost. 

'lh:la etud.y di:videe 11101\oola into olasaea as t'ollowsa 

5 w. s. Dof'tenbaugh, ••Etteeta ot the Depression ot Publio lUementa:ry 
ed. Seconda.

1
ry

7
Sohool:•" ,l3U;l,i§~fi .2.£ ~ U~t.~4. 8tate1 .R•R•,rt»:ftn;~, .2£. .2 

J'fl~!~"t,o,r, 93 ·' 1\To .. ,.,, PP• ... • 

6 Little • .2P: ~· 



A compa.rison will be ma.de of reduotion.e in 111<0hool coe-ts,~~ ooat or 

all o~oditi$1~ ooet ot living, building ooets. t•r-m prices, and foods~ 

as well as the avt~~~re..ge daily attendanoe in· elemEJntary. junior high and 

llili'ID,iol" higb lohoole, alo:og with ·t;:tu!i division o£; Ghool expend1tUl"$fll into 

teuhers• EJa.le.riea, bu:l.ldil3g oosts and other oosteJ. 

?:his study haa been lbd ted aomOllllhs:b by the thort period. eovered but 

eutricie:nt uta for eehool c~uts le:ter than 1936 ware !l-ot ava:llabl~t. 

I!U'fiH 

1. Bienriial reports of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

tor Ia.tuJaa in regard to teeehert• salaries, total school oostlll, 

:n\lllber of teuhtn·s, averAge d-aily attendance, etc. 

2. A :f'ollow..up study ot Little's' work to show the results of the 

laat tn yeara on our schools f:l.nanob.lly, in l~~&ngth of school 

tem, average daily attendance, a:nd. aervioe rendered. 

3. Other editorials &:ad artiolllll$ Of ianeas I.XUl U. S• ISOhoOlt have 

fhia stn..tily 11 largely a Jl'l4ttar ot 1ooa.tillg da.ta. an.Uable and eon ... 

dena:t:mg it 10 that :1:b can be found, eadly, and interpreted by the uae of 

table41, tigu.ree, and accompanying description• .. 

7 Ibili· -



Typea ot data included in thh study fU"tH 

J., C':Ol#'ti per pupil in &VfU'age da.ily attenda,noe 

8. ao_.t of e&pital outlay 

4a Avenge number- ot days schools 'ftl"e 1n aecuJian 

6. lft~mb&r ot teuhing pos11d.ons in ltusas · 

6. Aveng~ UliJ;ual ttalary ot teaohe:re, aupeniso:rs
11 

principals 

· eiUld tupennt41mdenta 

daily att•~• 

9 .. Dirts:lo~ of l()hool expendit'\lrt$ 

10. I!W :reaa~t or d.o rease in a ttada.t~Ce ot elai!IJrtt6U'y", junior high 

ed. afllnior high aohool pupil• in K~~mru1ut 

11. Co~~Jt per :filupil per month in 'l1'e.rious type sohool$ 

12, Aftn.ge daily att&J¥1ance per tfoaoher in Vllll.:rioullt type aoboole 

15. Ccmplll.rie:on of school oosta with coat of l:tvhl.g, foods,. farm. 

produote. building materials, and all oommoditiea. 

14. Diatribution ot the Kansa.s ·ta della:r 

DEFINIXIOlf OF TlliMS 

The te.m t()hool oen1ue aa used in this study is a. term used to in• t I I tlfl tw• t t 



olude a.ll ohildn:n in Kan~;na.s between the ages of tive ~ twen.ty ... one years. 

Enrollment ot ~ sohool is the total number ot students that have 
1 Wt 4- J • til L 

attende-d. that aohool at ~ time during th• sohool year. 

Retre:oohment meant lopping ott or r4Wloving certain eubjeots or 

1ubjeot fields tram the curriculum~ as musio or.manual training. 

~~1tal Gu~la~ aa used denotes all exptnditure• whioh roault in an 

inorease in the 'Wllutl of the sehool property; aueh at new land tmd 'build .. 

ings11 new .t"umitu:re IJ1d equipment, pt~nt :lmprMrement;, or special taxes. 

The tem imiu ia used to mean a. lli:lmber to point out a oompax-ison 

amo:tlg the GOunts or valutte of' things taken a.t different times or pla.ctu, 

with one time or pl""e umed as 100% or a llt&rting point for purpose$ ot 

Teacher tenure r.:f'ers to the lege.l ability ef' a teacher to. hold he:r 

position indefinitely atte:r holding the ~~~ podtion a p:resoribed n\lmb~r 

ot yttll\rs, and 06Ul be :rmaovad only for 'V'&f'1 g(l)od re~,on•• as law b:reeldng, 

immorality, eto. 

~~~!St is uaed to imply getting :t'ull ftlue tor the money expended, 

in present and future niu~4•· 

!hi a study is prm1en.ted largely in t-.bl~u• and :f'igul!es, vd th an 

ana.l:ytic or d:loussion e.eooapa.tcying "'"'h, followed by conolusio:ns ed 

:r~oa.mndatione dnwn :f'nm1 the m~.te:rial p:rmtwted .. 



SaM'S ~FEC1'8 OF THm DEP:a.ESSION ON PUBLlO SCHOOLS l:lf KANSAS ...... 

WXtH SOO FACTORS THAT AFFECT SCHOOL COSTS 

The severe economic ~epras•io~ beginning about 1989 and oontinuing 

for s~eral ye.re resulted in fi~oial loss or reduced ine~e or both to 

millions of people in the united States. ~vinga were wiped out by bank 

ta.ilurelll, raetoa?ieJ wer& olosed or open.·ted at pal'tial capacity 'While 

millions beoue unlblployed and ltnfir not Where their . nut meal would como 

from.. Prae·tioe.ll;r all te.eed, not o-nly ti:ruanoial lou. but the spec,.ter of 

fOfltr, which in :malty OIIUIO$ 1M!UI as bad o:r worse thM the actual financial 

rtduotion or lo8aos. 

Every inatitutir:>n ~u nll as every 1ndividl.UI.l \18.$ af':t'octed by the 

dopreaaion. Ot the publi• institutions, the $Ohoolo were among the t~rst 

to operate with r!l.ld'tl.Ood budgeta, but reduotions did not s·ta.rt until after 

1930. ll'omwer, 'by 1952 •very ata.t.e and national publio institution was 

open.tt.ng on • 1"fiiduoed budgflt a:nd th.~J 11ou.t" had llffeoted all 1 tems o£ the 

~~tehoel budgets. The Bit\:&at1on beoawe so m.cut• at "to oaus~ e.pp:rehension 

on the part ot .,..,..,.. p&rlol!l. and every el"gtmhation interested in thfll W$1-

fa.n of the tehoola of C\U:" eow:1tey .. 

The grsteat reduotions <.'Hl.me from. 1952 to 1934 with a 1lightly 

favorable iXIOreall!e in 1935 and a la.rg~:r :bun•eaee in l93El GU1d 1937. What 

the p:resen·b "re<J41UUt1on" of 1938 will do to tM• ~ll favorable increase• 

will have vo be det~u'm1ntd later. In 1936 there waa lrull.:rked improvement 

over the two previoum years. Thb improvement •• shown by inorea.et~ua in 
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outlafJ aehool ter.ms were som~at longer. and manr sohool .servioe; suoh 

at music, ld.ndergarten, et~h, ldtieh hl!l.d been ourta.iled during the worst 

ot the dfllpramsion, llrfu.•e reutored .. 

Durhlg the lf1JtA.l"IS ot th& depression 'When aid •• most needed by the 

loeal tging unite.., t.O.eral and state e.id to sohool$ deoli:ned in pn.otioally 

all the 1tates... In Kansae the amount of ~ey apent per pupil :l.n aveN~.ge 

daily attend•m• in elMentacy and h:t.gh sehool d~:reased 35-l%. 1'he 

largest per cent deQrease oami11g in ·the high school. 

Many lU\tion·• .. wid&, h1ghly-organhed,. -ll•:f'in~ed a.t·!:ie.eks <>n the 

ethool$ by grtJedy interf!ata were meuii!J duri:rJg the depression years.l These 

attuka have bee:n supported: by certain newspa.pen and periodicals. Thtt 

following statemen:ts 'W&l"'S taken f'rom a:n editorial in a periodioal o£ 

ne:tiomtl oiroulation eopied in thEll Journal or ~latienal Eduoa.t:ton A~u1ooia ... 

tion and will sene to illustrate aome ot the a:ttaoka on our public seh.oola.'2 

By 1914 the ped~ogs began to tall upon the taxpayer in real ear.n~st, 
and prel!ilently 'bhoy had. him down tWd were tuming h1o pooketa inside. 
out., By 1920 they were taking a. billion of his !!.On•:n by 1926 they 
had ad'Vl\X10ed to two billions, e.nd now they arl!ll somewhere bet'bn$n three 
and four billions.. lfue.t do we get for &1.1 that money? We get &. 

great fU"ray ot expensive building~~J., a hUge ho:rde of e:tpcmsive que.eke; 
and lll.ll imm.eeumrable ooei!Ul ot bU®oxnbe.. · 

The notion that they ha:ve don$ and are doing a.ny ponderable good 
11 •inly a. delusion.. Wh-.t they be.:ve actually don& !a a lot of he.rnt. 
They have tuen the care and upbringing ot the obildren out of the 
banda ot tl:1~ pa.Nuts, Where it belongs, and thrown it upon a gang 
ot irrespo:ndble and unintelligtnt quaoks. 
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In all &.gllllll pedagoguos have be~n the M.tterest enemie1 of' e.ll 
genuinely intellectual enterprise, and in no age have they warred 
upon it aoroe violently or to •adder eff$Qt tha:n in our own. 

Th• Journal o.f.f the :National Eduoa.tion .Auooiatio:n3 tM.kE~t the .follow-

tog aummar,y of such propaganda• 

In the light or the devotion, the 8aorif1oe, e.lld the suetain~d 
l!lfu:•vice at teach•r•, euoh statement• are :more than dlly.. ~hey 
bordf!lr on the or:ba:l.nal. t•aohere have 'WOrked f'a:l:thfullyjl with 
emall J&lar1es. 11 given up svamners t:r1d saVillgs to improve their own 
edueat:lon, u.d look e.t the ~s they rooei Vth fhe teaoher oan 
atand on his 01m reoord. Unurnmted ori:tioisms cannot stl11.1\d the 
light of Uf• · ~t teaahers will do the:lr part to intel:'pret the 
ael"Vicei of tW. eohoola an :tntonned people oan be counted upon to 
stand by th& onildren.. . 

To illuatrate, another m0thod by 'Which patr<l>l'UII t:ded to oontrol the 

sohoole and eepooia.lly the echool costs 4 ia shown by the following series 

of requeats by a. certain taxpayers' auooia.tion. 

To the hononL'ble sohool board of the 01 ty o:t" __ _ 

We hav.e foUlld school taxes burdensome to the extrem.e and r6'queat 
that you l~r ··said aohool taxes at least 20% :tor the ensuing year .. 

That you W\.1«1 & typewritten copy each month of all reo41Pipts fUl.d 
u:pendi tu.r-es for eaoh separe:t:e depa~t of your sohool * Set.m$ to 
be prepared by inetruotorl!l in their nspaetive departments. 

That a typfl'm"i ttetl report of bidt fol" the puro:haae of s\1\ppli&s. 
equipm.ent ... repa,ire, EJto., be made, giving the ~1!1 of all parties 
bidding and the amount ot eaoh bid. 

That you appoint a oomnd .. ttee t<> make a.n inventory c:f' all 
euppliea, and value ot buildings and equipmcm,t fer the purpose of 
pla.$:1ng; if advisable, a lower inlli'IU'UOe on SUle• 

that these reports be presented to the exeeutive committee af 
the taxpayers a.asooiat:io:n not later than tive days lllf'tQr each 
wmth.ly meeting of the local tohool board. !l'ha.t a. oomm.ittee of 
throe sehool board members and two membtu•a of the taa.xpayera a.eeo ... 
oiation be appe1:o.ted, together with the I!Juperintendent of achooleif 
to eonter and pan upon the school budgt~Jt, before it h submitted 

I il4 
-- J 

3 Ibid., P• 72. -



for tht regular &pprova.l of the sohool 'board .. 
That a t;rptwr1 irben stateJn,,;mt o£ all bill$ to be paid be sent to 

th• ohaime.:n of the GIICJutive beard ot the taxpayer¥! •ullsooi~ttion 
tive days be.f'o:re date that billa are to be paid and no bills ax ... 
oept thoee listed in the. repo:rt oan be pt~~.id at euoh m$tting. We 
would like to have your signed statement that these requests will 
be oomplied with. 

We would re.oomrnc;md the followings 
1. Dismissal ot paid •tobm.en at aohool street erosdngs .... - • 
2. that the· football coach be ~liminated and all athletios be 

under the (lireotor of physical education at • ~&lacy no 
higher than that of any other tswoher in the system. 

s. That Sl!llal"ied dootors 1 denti8ts and nurses ·be •lim.ina.ted. 

10 

4., !mlat EJala:ries of jan.itor81 engineers, and asshtants be reduced. 
5~ That, e.ll othfilr things being equal,. resident tee.ohers ot ~ 

city be employed. 
6. That a. stenographer, who m&y be a stude:11t ot the comme:reial 

depa%'tm$t1.t, be d~~ttailed to :m:ake notes o.f the prooeedinge of 
eaeh aohool board m.eeting tor the benefit or the taxpayer• 
,organiae.tio:n ot thit city. 

Thie taxpayera• assooi~tion desired to take away the freedom of the 

board ot eduoation and auperintendent ot tehools in administering the 

tinanoea ot the eohools in the manner in which they felt WQuld do the 

gteat•st good to the la.rgea'h number of &tudentth 

"fth:U.e auch attempts by individua.l:e and organizations to control and 

reduo• aohool finances were many e.tld varied, the average .Am.eriean still had 

confidence in the 'M>rth of the sohool to thEI youth of: the land and 'W&.S 

willi:o,g to aaorif:loe peraonal ga.in in some measure- that the schools might 

not autter too greatly tram curtailments. Tho attitude ot many will be 

aptl7 illuatrated by th• following statement: Obstacles may retard, poverty 

~mbarrasa, a thousand toes may aaaail on every side, but none of these shall 

rob the child of hia ohanoe for an education. 

ln the inte:re.ate ot tbf!\1 general idea of mo:re eduoatio:n, the depression 

oa.uaed labor union., relief agenoi•s, and publio•apirited oititen1 dealing 



with uncaployment probl•s.- to urge pa.r•m:ts to keep their child~n in 

sohool· lonter~~' Again, :t.nabili ty or the yoUl'lg p$r1on to find employmJ&n.t 

ll 

ltas tended to keep many 1:n $ehool~ and others who, 1n better t~s, would 

be in private sohoola were ;('oNed to attend public schooh.. This, in a 

'l'My, throw a ht!lavier than utrua.l burden on the public aohool. How<if\l'ar, 'With 

this ioorae.ee in enroll~nt; teachers t sale..:rias W'&l'Ei lowered arld thfi total 

nmnba:r of taa.ohera reduced about 10%. Then.- too, :u:ua:ny adults thrown crut 

of work bymQchine da~elopn~nts in induatry resumed sehool, u;ually some 

night 1ohoo1. 

Uuoh of the high cost of sohoolinz; oan be traeed to ·cha large number 

of on ... t~he:t• sohools U1at still abound in Ke..nsaEJ.- Many diatriots main ... 

tain their local one-taaohsr !IIOhools in ap:l. te of the taot that i·b would bEl 

posdble to tnmaport the £n pupils and pay tu1t1on.to f!!Ome other sohool 

at & lesser eost to the distriot. Again~ with t~r teachers neoes~ th~ 

botte:r trained ones could be retained tu~.d paid a highel" average salary. 

Th~t depreuicn hat~ brought about a d~retuJe of &bout 20% in total expend:l .. 

tu:res for schools in the tr. s. and almost 35% in t&nsa•• ~ ot this 

decrease has b~~n effected by better buying methods on the part of' sohool 

officials. Muoh wast$ and ineftioi$noy has, bsen eliminated eo that the 

depression has bro,~ht some good to our eohools as W$ll as same harm. It 

has helped b:ring about ~ ino:rea$e in the requirmnents tor temoher oer. 

t:l.fiol.tion, $.lld has opened our ef$1 to ~ mistakes ·tha:b we were not 

both6ring our~elves about during the era ot good time$ and ea~ money. 

More apeoifio da~ on tbe etfeots ot the depreaaion on Ianeas sohools 

will be given in :!'ollo~ ob&pt~u·• ot this study. This h imperative as 
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our sohool t1:ow:l<Hru~ havE~ been sc oloaely .related to and &ft«~Jeted by the 

dep~ession that almost ~ acoount or etatistioal turomary must show somo 

TABJ'..,E I 

SOliE EFFOOTS OF THE J)l1JPRESSIOJ ON QU:R P't1BL1f E~ENTARY 
,. Alro . SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN UN&S· 

Item of Swdy 1929 ... 30 1933 ... 34 Decrease 
in Amount 

Current explltiUie . 33,857 ;923 .22,125,448 $11.'732,475 
of.' sohoola 

Cost Per Pupil 
in A. J). A· $92.81 $60.19 $3~h62 

Dcorease in Capital ou~-
lay tor High SChoole $4-,924,420 $2;462,0156 $2,442,364 

Avenge .lih.ambe.r of day• 
Schools Were in 8cu eion 169.8 166.7 4.1 

Average Amnual Salar,y 
ot all Tu.ohtn•tll #1159 $868 $501 

Daeraase 
in% 

34 .. 7 

35.1 

49.6 

2.,4 

.ee.o 

Read table thtu • Xn 1929 .. 30 the eurrent expenses ot all publio 
elementary and seoo:ruiaey sohooh in Iansas were #31,85'1;,923. in 1933 ... 34 the 
current expenditures were $22,125,4~8. The deor•ase in dollars from 1929-30 
t;o 1933-14 in current expenditures •• #ll/732,476, and ·the pe:r eent or 
d.eorea&h'!l wae 54.7,.C. Read in like m.armer for oth":r items. 

!Jil1s table preeentt eonu11 data as to the reductions in al!lhool expendi ... 

tures made over a t0ur•year period that covers the worst ot the depres$ion 
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third, the aalar,y of teaoh$r8 more than one-fourth, wnd oapital outlay for 

high schools pra.otioe.lly one•hal.f', while the ave rag• sohool term "Was four 

d•y• less. 

TAEL'l& ll 

PERCENTAGE ANALYSIS OF KAN~AS PUBLIC SC~OOL 
R'EV'El'mi RlillC!:il:P1'S ***** a,y SOUROE$:6 

I Iii IHIJI :uu . 

Y EUU" sta. te 
::::::::::::m ;:; =:;r:;:;::t::: ::;: : ::: :: • · 

l929 ... tSQ 

1933-34 

I ' I ll I 11 :11 !:I'EJI I I )II 111!:1:: 

County Looal Dht. Federal 
1'i C I ; l =t l. ,. U:l 0 ; ; : ! I:;:: 

11.a .5 

::::; ! t i ) lj : = i i 1 l li !!! 1 i :; i ;q 1 ) :== ) = \ li ; :"fi ! pi I ;: I ;; 

Read table thue: In 1929•30 the Ianl!!laS: public 
acheoll!l l'$<.\&ived 'but 1.4% ot their fiunoial ineoae f'rom 
state sourcesJ in the same year, no aid was reo&iV$d from 
.the oountyJ 96.4% ~• derived from looal di$trict tax, and 
only ·2% ce.:m.e from Federal Gcver:tJment aou:roes- ln l9M-34 
the ttate f'umiehed 2•0%1 etc. 

This table ehows that the sohools of lan&ae are supported almost 

f)ntirely by the looal dittriot tm.d of' oourse from property ·tax, as that is 

the only sou:roe of i.noome that ie mvailable in apprtcie.bb ULounta to any 

local diet:riot. 'l'h~:u-e is ew. urgent need for more state aid and einee 1934 

Kanse.a haa started on a progr~ or helping poor rural ~d elemente.r,y 

schools with their burdt~:th '!'hat phtUie will be dhouned more tully in a 

later ohapter. There haa been conaide:nble te.lk of h.rge ... soalo f'<!lderal 

help for 30hools but nothing definite has betn aoootUplhhed as yet and many 

6 
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people, some e.duoa.tora among them, ru·'-' afraid of too !1.\uoh ted.~&ra.l regula. .... 

tion that ~ght oome with fed~r~l fin~!al •$sietana~. There is rather 

genEn:·a.l e.grGament th~t 80m& source &f rsvtnue. to partially replace thfl 

property' tax muet be found,. but there ia little agretment as to where that 

aid shall cou tl'om• 

1. lh'enry :!n.at!:tutien e.nd e~veq individual was af'.t'ect.ct. by the 

depresdon that ~rbarttd in 1929. .Finanei&l losse~ Md red.uoe<il ,il'l<)QmeS were 

en every hanllil~ and. the 4,POQter of !'<!la.r was 1110rse in somEJ cases than tha 

a.~tual f'1n.uo-1a1 lone-a .. 

2. SChool• wore among the first p~blic institutions to be fo~ed to 

operate on a .r.auood budget. 

3 •. The greiltllutt :reduotion in aohool cotJts came in the period frQl:ll. 

l932·3·!h The year 1936 showed a marked i:mprovem.En::tt in 1ohool finllll.Ces over 

the two previous years. 

4. The schools ~eoeived many attaoke, la~gely beoauae of their oost~ 

during th• dep:re1aion but they ae~ingly have been fairly suooessrul in 

weathering. tb.~& tftOr'M.Ih 

5. :More children or high• school age remained in school~ often due to 

the fact that viork, for hire, waa :not available. 

a. Tt~uloher• salaries were low.red about 25% on the average, the total 

number ot te~hers was reduced 10~, while aohool population inoreasedt 

especially in the high eohoola. 

1, 'A4ult elaase1, ue~ally night cla1se;, ~re startf!d in practically 

dl o:ttiea. 



e. Stam.da:x'ds tor t.Mh$r oertitioation 'Wli.lli'E!'1 ~a.ised du:dng this 

depreseion period.. 
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9 .. The l'l.ven.ge sohoo.l ia UI:On ettioi•ntly run now than they 'llrere in 

1929--one goed result of thtlll depression .. 

10. the deorea.se in t(l)tal ~en.ses for public sehools was 34. 7%, the 

largeet dt.cntase c:scmtlng in the item r::~t eapital outlay. 

11. Jearly all mohool funds OOMe from looal diatriot t~es. We need 

mQre aupport for our school• from indireot taxemt more state aid for 

equali;r.ation purp0t&s, and indirect tues to out down. the tU:tWunt raised. by 

thf!J lGOal dillltriot property taxes. 



The coat of public schools inoreased from. almost tour million dollars 

in 1898 to over t39 .ooo ,.000 in. 1988 and continued to i:noreEuJel until 1930 

'When the: amount •pent ~or public sohools in Kanr:uu •• well over forty-two 

millions. The inereaee in dollar1 $pent tor eohoola in 1928 over 1898 it 

more than 900 per oent, whilE~ during the eam• period the average atte:ndanoe 

increased about 39 per cent~ This does not present a true picture of the 

situation, h.om:tv&u•, beoi.U$e 39 cents in 1898 would buy fUf muob. goods as a 
: ',: 

dollar would putehaae in 1928, so that the decreased purehaeing pb~r of the 

dollar ~uld nto&asitate epending two and one-half t~es as muoh money in 

1928 to get the sa:me mAterial tha.t could ha:ve been purohe.eed at the cheaper 

nte i:n 1898 .. 

The figures $hewing the aohool o en sus, the tohool enrollment t a.nd the 

average daily att~dance are given in rable III. During this period from 

1927 to 1936,~ the cexum• figures dropplltd almost ten thousand, th~ enrollment 

dropped alllloet n:1netetn thousand, but t'he a.ve:re.ge daily attendance increased 

mor• than eight tho1::uum.d. Thle lhoWJ~ that the holding po'Wer of the aohools 

wa$ better in 1936 than in 1927. 

Due to the dep:rfillnien keeping ereu •tud~m.tEI .f'ro:oo. attending aohool, 

the per cent of enNlllnent t o:r the school oettsus, dropped from 77.69 in 

192'7 to 75.57 in 1956. In the year 19.27, the a.vera.g• daily attende..nce ft41 

l Little, .2f,• ~·, P• 9, 
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82.74%1 ot the enrolhrullnt, in 1936 the averalgt'f da.ily a.ttendaoot~ wars 88.6% 

of" the erolhntmt* showing .u1 i:noreased holding pow.r in. Kan.JJIMJ sahoola~ 

TABLE III 

YEARLY cnmsus, ENROLUfiENT~ AND Av:E.aAGE DAILY ATTmiDANCE2 

o#I!IW"''·""' 

·EnFOll ... %of % of' enroll 
Year Q$ltsus C.HfrllliUS AuD • .A. . ftlent in ment enJ"Olled attend$.t\Oe 

1927 64111:599 422,181 77.6~ 349.298.3 82.74 
19!8 544;~624 425 .. 42:4 18.15 557,029.1 ea .. o 
1929 646.368 428,214 78.39 367,095.7 83 .. 93 
1930 55,080 432, '149 11.96 566,357 .• 7 S4 .. 66 

1931 56,209 452,653 77.92 370,713-9 85.68 
1932 645,839 424;~~314 77.'15 368,648.4 86 .. 40 

1933 554106$6 427,324 77.05 369.467~5 86~46 

1934 548,342 413,688:; 76.43 362,28$ .. 8~~< 87 .. 58 
1935 $40,431 407,777• 75.45 358,450.91'.11 87.00 
1936 533,960. 403,523* 71.57 357,877.3191 es .. eo 

.........._ 
•K:t.ndet·&a.rt~n ino luded-

Read table thtuu In 1927 the tchool ce:naua in Kansas was 543 ~ 399 J 
n:u:mber ~'f pupils enrolled 111 schools, 'I\22,1S?s the enrollment W1Uil '77.59'% 
ot the eenemaJ the avera.g& daily attendelMo -na 349,298.2J the av"rage 
daily attenda.noe was aa. 74:.% ot tho enrolment. Read in like manner for 
1928 and subsequent years. 

The en:rollment shows a small gradua.l inorease until the depresaion 

started to attMt it in 1930. From then until l'933 the Emroll.m.fmt per 
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cent showa a ~11 decrease, ~d frQm that year-another gradual rise 

started and continued to 19~6. With the exception of the year 1928. the 

par cent of aver&$e daily attendance shows an increase each suo~eeding 

yeQ.:r, indioatint lets absence f:ro:m. dl oausas, ~~tueh as sickness, work, eto. 

]The average daily attendanoe has neither increased nor deor$ased in any 

~\ppreoiabl" mount, rmd tend.e to be a very small f'aotor in figuring costs 

of aohoole during tht dep:rei!H!Jion. Em"G>llma:n'b hal! deo.raa$ed but that 

da<u•ee.sa 1111 found largely in the loftr grades,, ·for the senior high schools 

and. junior high .eoho(lla ha.Ye ha.d irun•eand elU"'llment$ in the past seven 

or eight years. 

Tabla lV throwo aome light on the question of the ooat$ of our 

sohooh by comparing the &l!ltEH&sed valuation ot property in lta.n~Ja& with the 

U~;Qtmt oolleoted tor a'Ohool taxes in the smne years and oaloulating the 

per oent the aohoo-1 tu i$: of th~& asaes$ed wealth,. 

Sohools uauaUy lag two or throtS years behind the rise and tall ot 

oommod.ity prioes and that showa up olea.rly i:n Tabl& !V. A mod&rate out 

in school expendi:turea was ~e in 1932 and a le.rger out in 1933 tmd again 

in 1934, liWhil• the depression really bega.n to be felt in many industries 

by 1930. the eehools had more money to spend for various purposes that year 

than any other year ill tht;t history of Kansas sohools. ln 1936 ·and 1936 the 

sohool coats begew. a slow riaEt, but in spite ot the fact that the asseued 

valuation hat d$oreaeed ev.ry yoar einot 1929, the school oosts are using • 

~llcr per otnt of the ~ssessed valuation annually than they were in the 

yeara 1928 to 193:!1. TM e..EUBea•ed valu.ation has doorea.sed over a. b'-llion 
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Yearo 

1928 

1929 

1930 
1931 

1932 

19.33 

1984 

1935 
19$6 

COMPARISON OF A8SES~D VALUATION OF XANSA~ 
PROFI-;RTY AND SCHOOL COS1'S3 

Ass~saed valuation SOhool OO$t& 

. 3, 728,707,729 39~409,848-86 

3,813,393,191 40J256,S32.98 

3.,661,574,879 42. a7a '694a es 
3;t656 ,912,.775 4l,las,7o2.le 
3_,286.,608~3$6 36,454/137 .. 76 

2,742.t26Q.819 31 ;'f62 t 584. 66 

2,116,l02,.'72g 24,315,234.25 
2,713,.326,650 24,U2.058 .. 12 

2.,710,976,546 26,423.~~657.43 

19 

% SChool oo1ts 
are of valuation 

-
1.06 

1.06 

1.15 
1-.12 

1.11 
1.15 

.89 

.go 

.97 

Read table thua.~: ln 1928 the asaea3ed n.lua.tion of all property in 
KanAm •• ,ta,'t28,707, '729; th• mount spent for soheels the s«rne y~cu• mt.s 
t39,409t848.86~ the eohool oeste were 1.06% of the asaened n.lua:b:to:n. l:n 
1929 the aaaened valwa.t1on wa11 t3,Sl8,393A'79"1, ete. 

dollars and wa; in 1956 about 73% as large as it wa.s in 1928. Sohool ool!lte 

over thEJ !I.U!L& period of yea.ra ha~& dee:reased about thirteen million dollars. 

which indicates they now are about a~ aa la~e as they were in 1928. In 

1936 less t~ one cent out ot ever,r dollars worth of aesaased prop•rty 

wealth in Kan.l!leu! Rs spent tor the support ot our public schools. 



SOL:tlll of the revision$ that l!ll\de this r&duot:lon or school ooerts 

po1.u.tible. ar(u 

1. Refil:uancd.:ng ot bonds at lower n.te of' inte:reat 

2. Reduotion ot iti$n.u for phyaioe.l equipment and :ma.:btte:ru1n0e 

s, lno.rEuuing teacher load and she of cb.sliles 

4. Alternating &IM~.ll ola.sses of' advanced tubjeo.ts 

e. Eliminating the poor te~Ahe:r 

6. Elimina.tilvt; from sohooh those 'Who O.Mnot or will not profit 

from the sohool 's offering 

1. Lom&~r11'1g ttaohers' sala.ri$S 
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'l'a.blea V IUld Vl show the llUOOt.mt of tuea oolleeted in Kemaa~St tor all 

purposes and the .per oent allott$d to eaoh dep&rtm&nt of 50VEn·xmtent.. Rlt ... 

duotioru; ftre 't.:kelll 1n all depa:rtm.enta in almost the ~tame amounts. Comp11u.• ... 

ing p~u·cttntaget ill. 1928 wi~ peretrltag&s in 19'35, Table V shows t®t oities, 

countiee, ud the State soUiers benus w~u·t tJli.Qh getting a little larger:::. 

share of the tax l'llOlley in 1935 than they W!!iire in 1928, while sahoolst the 

g;e:neral st~to tu.nd, townships, and ·th., "mpeoials11 and i.lnprovmnents fund were 

eaoh getting a little l'tfi:IAller portion of' the state tu money in 1935 than 

they were :tn 1928. The co1.mties rece:lv!ild the greatest i:no:rea.ae in per ... 

oentage ot th1111 total tax money, an i:noreate of 4.7%, 'While townships 

re<.Hrdved the greatest deorl!UlUJe J a d.eOot>ea.ae ot 3% of: the state tilii.X money. 

Sohool• received a d$0reaae of 1.4~ ot the t~ oolleoted for all purpoaes. 

during this aame period. 

Taxel tor all purpoatea dropped moNt than thirty million dolla:rs £rom 
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1AB!,F: V 

YOUR T.AX DOl.tu\R ..... lfllr-JERE IT GOl!ls4 

Sp$0iale 
a.nd Town- Soldiert State 

Year Improve- Schoo~~ Cities ships County Bonus Genex-al 
m.ente Fund 

1928 7.5% 43.0% l5.5,t 7.7% 18.~ ~h3% 6.0% 

1929 '7.0;( 42.6% lth6% 7 .. 4% 19.6% ~hJ~% 5.7% 

1930 B.~ 43.6% 15.7% 7.0% 19 .. 1% 2-2% 5.6% 

1931 7.1% 43.8% 15.8% 6 .. 5% 18 .. 6}( 2·3% 6.9" 

1932 7 .. 7f,. 43 .. 3% 17,0% 5.3% l"f. 9% 2·8% 6·0% 

1933 7 .. 3% 39 .. 7% 17.9% 4 .. 1% 20.2% 3·1% 7.7% 
1934 6.2,& 42.2% 17.3% 4.0% 22 .. 1% 2.9% s .. s;( 
1935 5-.4% 41.6% 16.9% 4.7" 22·'1% 2.9% 5.8% 

R&~.d ta.bl• tb.tun ln 1928 .. o:t' all taxei!J collected £()f' use w1 thin 
the atate, ?,.f5% •• used for sieoial £U;rJ!;OSEuw and 1m rcrvements1 43% was 
used tor the Ji!Ublio •obool1J I~ .s)!'Wa.s tuse'a: ,;y'"the o ~overnm~mtsJ 7. ~ 
WAS used by tha "t'ow$h!Et';' lil% was 1l$&d by the COUll E!ISJ 1.s;J W$,$ used 
for tho ata.t,e aol<lier:a fl>onus E!Y!t;ntss and 6% was \:uiled tor the ,a,ta:t~ 
~e:n~n.} 15ii!· :R•aa In l!ke manner 1o:r 1929 and f.'Ol' subaequent yee.r&lh 



(43) 
l 

(41 .. 6) 
1 

1928 

1935 

(22 .. 7) 
3 

:FlGURl!l l 
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1. Sohool Tax ~ 43% 

2. City Tax .. 15.5% 

3. County tax ... 18~~ 

4. Township To ... 1. 1% 

5 .. State General 

fund '!'ax ... 6% · 

e .. Tax tor soldiers 

Compensation ~ 2·3% 
7 .. Speeials and 

lmprov$ments • 7wS% 

.1. School Tu ... 41.6% 

2. Oity T~ • 16.~ 

s, Ootmty rex ... 22 .. 7% 

4, Township Tax ... 4 .. 7% 

,f). state General 

Ftmd ru ... 15.8% 

a. '!ex for soldiers 

Compensation - 2.9% 
7. Speeia.ls and 

1mpro~nts • 5.4% 

YOUR TAX DOLLAR··IHERm IT OOES6 



Y•ar 

192.8 

1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

T4.BlJt1 VI 

OOW?Ail$01 01 ALL XWI Ai.O SCltOOt T.AXlllS 
FROM 1928 TO l9S56 

All tuet Sohool tues 

t92,17S,04S.43 $39,671#645.65 
95,661,71Q.29 40,704,492.12 

93.800,159*22 40,804,902.54 
S5f903,.374.33 3'7,649,862.18 
7l,730,35C.03 31,061,636.47 
64,384t640.14 26.,540, 731.34 

65,138~466.21 27,494,294.11 

6$' 181, 60''-• 86 av,1oe,2e5.7a 

" •che:ol. ta.:x:e.s 
a~e ot all tax•s 

43 
41.6 

43.5 
43.8 

43.3 
39.7., 

42.~ 

.u.a 

Read tabl$ thtun In l92fl all taea lev1•d a.n.d oolleoted tor all 
purpose& 1n the fJtl\.te of ltansu amounted to $92,378,043 .. 43J the motmt of 
taxes levied. for sohoel purposes was t39 ,67l,EHL5.65; aohool taxe.s 'W'Ore 43% 
ot a.U tuea levied., Read in liket manni\'Jl'•· tor 1929 &1ld eu'bll!lequent yetU"$ .. 

th& highelt point in 1929 to the lowest point a 19$4. ;tn 1935 the woount 

of' taxes oolleoted tor all purp()aes ~~~ ea.~ as m.uoh as wa.s oaU.eoted in 

1929. o,..:r th4!1 •me period IIJC)hool tuu were 66-.4% aa large in 1935 a.a in 

l9~UI* thu1 showing that .ehool tuee haw decreased 4llightly more tha.n. 

tuea &If a 'Whole. <lt the highe$t poi:ut 1n 1930 • aohoob. W!lllre r.eceiving 

43.5% ot e.ll tuee, :tn 193& schools -nre l"toeiving 4l,e% of ~ll tuea. 

In 1928 school tue1 'W'ere 1~oe~ ot the !IUI.I!Ulll!l&ed wee.lthJ this 



jumped to l.JJ3% in 1930• when school tuu ftH tbtt high•l!lt_ dropped -. 

little the next two yeart .and again hit 1 .. 16" in 19331 'When there 'Mls a 
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drop in auel!4sed vt.luation ot more than $500,000,000 from 1932 a.tur:tt~u!lmn.en·tllh 

In 1954, school costs dropped more than $7,000,000 while a&sessed valuations 

:rmu.ined. about ete.tionacy. As a reault the part school costs W$:N!l or 

asae£ll8ed wealth. dropped to .. 89%.. In 1958, the percentage had :nd. sed to 

.S'f. but is ttill. ~o:n.ddel:'Ably t1llllll.ller than the 1.06% at the start of the 

deprel'$1o:n .. 

fable VII pr.susents .• picture of the ooets ot some other ma.terit.lt!i~ 

tu all &I school 00stm, and tue1 for other g~ver:t'llMnt•l purposes that 

have been used a.a the bash tor Tables V and v:r. Using 1926 as the base 

and oo.untiflg the ooata in tha.t year as lOO,C one ay IE'Ht that school costs 

ine:rea•ed rapidly tor the three years. 19!$ to 1910 1nolua1~, ~d not until 

1938 did eohool o~ats get below the 1926 level,. whil• all othe.r oosteu 

tarm pn:.u:l'I.\Ots •. tcoda, building materiah, all oOtom.Od.it:tes, and cost o:r 

living, mtre all 'below the lS26 level as early as 1930,'\ The lag of school$ 

'behind the riee and fall of' oommod:i ty prio•e is olee.rly shown again by the 

index of p:rioe111 'i.'X'Cim 1934 to 1936. In thb cuuse the JSohools are lower in 

~unt of co9t$ when based on the 1926 l~el ·chan a~ ot the other produots. 

The lO'mt$t points nae:hed by the dif'farent ma:beriala 'MIUH 48. e~: for farm. 

products in 19$2; eo~ 5% to:r £'¢¢dl in 1953; 73.. 4% fo:r building W~.te:rials 

in 1932$ 84.8~ fer all oammoditieu in 1932; 73% for cost of living in 1935; 

and 68.8" tor school ooets in 1934. In l£1~5 sohool oo~Jta he.<'l raind only 

.3% over 1954 or stood at 89.1% of the 1926 bvel, while all the othe:r 
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material; had gd:ned. bMk enough c.f tru1 lou to :range from 76'% to ss •. s% 

ot their 1926 level, during the year of 1985. 

Yet~~~.r 
Faa 

produots 

1926 100 
1928 106.9 

1929 104 .. 9 

1930 aa.s 
1931 64.8 

1932 48.2 

1913 51 .. 4 
1914 66.3 
1935 7s.e 

.. 
1936 60.9 

1'ABLE V!:t 

INDEX :NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE .PBIOES 
1926 • lOO 1 

Food a 
Building All OOJ'.Il"" 
ma.terial lncdities 

100 100 lOO 
lOl 94.1 96.-7 

99.9 95.4 95.3 
oo.s $9.9 SB.4 
74.6 79.2 73 

61 71.·4 tHh(:l 

so.e 77 EUS.9 

70.5 86.2 74:.9 

83 .. 7 86.3 80 
82 .. 1 86.7 oo.a 

Buhool Oost of 
ooll!Jts living 

100 100 

111.6 97 

114.2 97 

. 120.1 94 

116.7 86 

103.4 77 
90.1 73 

aa.s 76 

69 .. 1 18 
74.6 79 

RH.d table thu.u With 1926 p:tioaa equaling 100 in 1928 :f'a.rm pro­
duet• were worth 105.0g f'ooda$ lOlJ building matel'ial~ 94.1; all oo:m ... 
moditiea, ee .. 'TJ tohool oostJS, lll.Eh e.nd the coat e£ living, 9"!. ltef.l.d in 
like manner tor 1929 and ensuing yeara. 

1. Ucing 1926 ooate a• a basi$ tor comparison, in the oarly yeara of 

the depreeaion, 1929 to 1933~ aohool ooets were higher than other oo,ta; 



but f~ 1934 to 1~8, just the ~ve~ee was true and school oosts wsre 

lonr than ooete ot other materials. 
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$ .. Tlte ooat of publio sehools dG~oreaeed more than $18~000~"000 £rom 

the hilth point reached in 1930. This deorease eunoun'bad to about 43,%. 

3., ThEil .-choel census decreased 1. 7%, the sohool enrollment deorea.sec 

"'•""• while the av•re.e;.e d&ily attendance i:noreaGed 2.5% from 1928 to 1936 .. 

4. Sobo<~~:la lq ~ or three years behind foods., oo:rmnoditias, oost 

of' living, eto., .tn their rise or decline in priCHlH:h Thi's f'aot is 

1lluai:l.rated in Table VII .. 

5. Reduotiona in school coats were nmde possible bya :refinancing o£ 

bonda at lonr int~~:treat rates, the erection o£ .ffil'W'f>r buildinga ~ the pur­

chasing o:t letut equipment 11 larger and more olasf'les for ·the individual 

teacher, a.lte:r.nating adve.noed. oltiUi!t!HIH~. and :red:uoing teachers' salaries. 

6. A ~aller per oent of the tax dollar oolleoted in 1936 ~s 1pent 

on sehool oerrbs the ft8 the Gase in l92B. 



AN ANALYSIS OF SCHOOL COSTS XN K..l'l.NSAS AND THE 

PART Pl.JI.YED BY TEACHERS t S.ALAR!ES 

An IUU\l.yds of th• expenditures for the maintenance of the public 

schools of the state shows that in 1928 considerable l!!.ore than one hal£ of 

the $ntire ~unt went to pay the salaries of teachers. During the early 

years of the depression, the percentage tor tt'llaohera' sa.la.:riEHil decreased 

eomtm'ha.t in relation to the entire a:mol;Ul.t spent, but in 1933 and from that 

tim$ until 1936 the pereentar,e spent for te$Chers' salaries has been 

slightly larger than in l92S. There it evideno• that teachers• salaries 

WE~re out more quiokly tha:n were other ~pem.ee111 and a.re tending to move back 

aoone:r than are the other types of school expeuees. By far the largest per­

oente.ge ot cleoreaee in aohool oosts came in the UlOunt spent for buildi:nga. 

The ~ spent for building purposes in 1927 was #5-522 .. 566.25 and in 1931 

was $4.l09.,4EW.59; in 1932 this item had 4ropped below the million mark a:nd. 

by 1934 was only 4.1% ae muoh a• was apent in 1931. However, by 1956~ the 

item for buildings na near the WQ million mark or :taore thm 50% of whfll.t 

had been spent tor buildings before the depl"('Jsdorh The school building 

program wae given a new "lease on lite" by Et.id fl"om the Fed~u·•l Gover.mnent, 

which 'WOuld supply tree 45% o£ the building ool!lt a. 

Mitoellaneous expenditures tor aohool purposes used 31.8% ot the 

sohool taxe1 oolleoted in l928J this peroent-.ge increased until :tn 1932, 

41.1% of all money oolleoted tor schools was bei~) used for purpo••• other 
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thfm teaohe:r111 1 sa.lal"ies and build1ngth HowevE~l" 6 dme 1932 t.he 111mount '' 

spent f'or misoellwe:oue 1t•s has deore1ued until in 1936, 28 .. 2% of 6\ll 

sohool money went for euoh purposes. 

TABLE V:Ul 

ANNUAL EXPENDITURES FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF K.ANSASl 

·Year· 
All school Teaohers• 

Buildings purposes 1.11ala:ries 

1927 $40,979.360.73 t22,936.0Q0 .. 6l $3,522.;566.25 

1928 39,409,648.86 23,265,613..36' 2.813.451.18 

1929 40,2t!i6JI832~9S 22,916,335.25 3,9tU,520.28 

1930 42;379,594.86 115~714,621.22 3,065,462.58 

1931 41,163 ,.70! .. 12 22,846.961.70 4,1091466.59 

19~ 36,464,737.76 ao ~ 731,ltns .. ao 783.331.85 

1933 31,862.68~ .. 66 20,409.788.49 322,483.88 

1934 24,·316,23~1..25 16~199,266.99 170~342 .. 00 
1935 14.362.056.12 16,384~57&.68 1,2'14,997.00 

1936 36,423,6157~43 17 ,ooa ~ ne .o7 1,983,901.:00 

Read table thuat In 1927, $40.,979,360.73.ns epent tor all school 
purpoEIUJ $22,936,.000.31 us spent for teachers• salarbsa !Uld t3,522,566.25 
was spent for building purpoees. ln like ~er read for other years. 

T&ble !I ahows tha.t th\'lll pe.roen·bage allotted ·co ea.oh item. of thf/J 

bud.ge:t varied t~~omewhat ovor the p~Driod of yee.re 1tudied. Teaohere• salaries 

wtr. first t.o tak.e a drop, beoauee i·t •s ElllsuJier t;o aG!e whore cuts could be 

1 § ' • I* f , • , 1 ,.."' ...... 



TABLE n: 

DIVISION OF SCHOOL EXPBIDITURES2 

Ll t' lt:P if 

% spent tor % spent for 
ealariee buildings 

:' ::; e:::::a::=:::: e::: =::=l::::r. ~li::n:::=::::: :r:::::;::: m:m r::m 1 ::,: 1 : ::: 

Year 

1928 61 .. 6 7.1 
1929. 56.8 9.8 
1930 55.9 7.0 

1931 55.5 9.9 
1932 G6.9 s.o 
1933 64a•3 1.0 

1934 66.8 .7 
19~5 67.3 5.2 
1918 6o~h3 1.,5 

:::: 

" sp~mt for 
other purposes 
::I:J:!i$: C :I l : n; : ::= 

Sl.3 
53.4 
37.1 
34.6 
41.1 
34.7 

32.7 
27.5 
28.2 

Read tablllJ thusa ln 1928,. 61.6% of the money col­
lected for aeh~ol purpoees was spent for teaohers' salariess 
"f·l% wa.v· spent :f'o:r build'lllg purpoa&IIJ ~.nd 31 .. 3% was spent 
for oth•u• purposes. Read in the same manner for other 
yeart. 

me:ch~ there th!U'l :in 80l'Jle othtu• departments~ then G.l!ll the d&p:readon continued.,. 

the building or new buildings a.:nd the :repair of.' old ones al.:r11.ost entirely 

stopped for the years 1952·3~ and -34. In 1936 .nd 1936 the per cent spent 

for miao~llfl.neous· 1 tema n.a the smallest ot a.ny time during the period 

etudied. lilore money ~" spent for school purpose• in 1955 I!U:1.d 1936 than 

in the two previous y.,a.rs, but moat of the ina ree.se nnt tor teaohe~·a t 

$alarit!ilt 6lUld building oo;ts. 

Publio property in lCan11u111J is not taxed, theret'ore no attmnpt wa; made 

to lonr the valuation of school props:rty ·when the valuation of pl"iv-.te 

2 Biennial l~Etporta, 3!• _?i,t. 



property Will.$ lowered du:ring th+ll depretSsion 11 in :f"aet it would see:m therb with 

appro:d:ma.te:ly ~nty millions cf dollars 'being ·t.he total amount that schools 

spent fro111 their buildb:t$ flmd.S fl'om 1928 to 1936. and the d.it.f'e.renoe. in 

the estimated valuation in 1928 and 1936 (T•ble X, P• 31) amounting to 

twenty four million& of dollarm, that the valuation on $ohool property wa• 
'·· 

raised :rather than lOW"e:r~ during thie period. of t:lJ:n.$. 'l:'he e.bove tigurtts 

allow nothing for depreciation over this eight-year period, when leas than 

the a.verage ltlount of building Rs being done. ',t'he index of' sohool prope:r·ty 

oonti:nuallzr inoretuJed while the inde~ of sohool oomts deeraaaad tttrtil 1934, 

when it wa1 62% of school oost8 in 1928~ In ·~e year 1956 the index of 

sohool costs movtlid upward to 617' of the 1928 total sehool oosta • 

.A.ltruu..tl!ll gine the .f'ollowing date. :rega~di:ng lllOhool costa and all ~ 

ln l$83 Kansas paid a total of $7,.000,000 taxes, which ataoun~ 
to #6.25 per capital in 1928 ~sas people po.id tas~ooo,ooo in 
taxet whieh amounted to $46..76 per cn~pito... 1'he gain in all taxes 
f'X"®l 1916 to 1928 was 141% while the gain i:n nhool t-.xes was 202,%, 
and over 'bh~t same period the gain :tn school enrollment we.s only 15%• 
Pa.rt of this 1ttol"$a'te in school eost• •• due to the de()reased pur. 
ohaaing pow:r o£ the dollar,, part due to aotual ino:reaJS& in teaeh~1u:•s• 
wa.ges, Md a l&r'ge share due to longer school tE~ms, better eohool 
buildinge, and an enriched ou:rrioulum. 

51 1 * P I I ti fli • l 1 ._,.- .. ! • 



SE:t'.lillil:NG ESfllAAl'ED VALUATION AND IND!~t NOOElUJ OF SCHOOL 
PB.OPERTY !N KANSAS, AN:O INDEX WMBERS FOR TOTAL 

SCHOOL OOSTS BY nlO~YEAR PERIODs4 

$st!mated Ind$X of sohool Indax of 
valuation . . property 10hool oo.ets 

==n:===~iil = li I Ar.:=::li!l Ml':lf:ll ::t:/::::::::::::m :;:: ; ==== i :,;::a::~ n:::·~:;::;) :c ,;:;: ::= .:::t=::::: r; t 

1928 t 86,355 .sus .oo lOO 100 
1930 99 ,279,463 ... 12 no 107 
1932 105,737,787.00 122 90 
1934 106,32.3,465 ... 00 123 62 
1936 110;229,802 .. 00 128 67 

Reo.d '~bl~ thwu In l926 the est:l:m.a.ted valuation of 
all aohool property in Ke.naaa •• $86,.355,515J the indtx of 
~Ghool property ia 100 (1928 u•ed a.e the baeiis) and like ... 
whe the index ot aohool oost1 tor 1928 :h 100. ln like 
manner read for other years. 

The National lduoation Aeeooiation5 g1vee the following figures as 

the oo•t tor educating the ave~e ohild in l932a 

All tenio&s rendered in edueat1ng on!!) ohild for on• d!ly ...... 
1. reaching ael"""T.ices • " • • .. • • .. • .S3 
2. Care of the building • • .. • • • .. k07 
3.. New- buildings • • .. • • - • , • • .. .05 
4. Interest and fix~d ohargea • • • • ~os 
5. Spaob.l servioeo •• • • .. • • .. • .os 
e. T~t bookat and supplies •• , • " • .02 
7. Administration •••• • •• • • • .02 

Total • • , • • :gr 

Thh ootrtl per ohild wt.l given tor the entire United States a.nd is a -

4 Compiled fro.m XIU\tedal given in Biennie.l Reports • El.• ill· 
6 Bookltt ot theN. :m .. Jh» Schoola $ll.d 1'e.xes,. 1982, PP• 4 .. 5 • .. ·~ ····~--



little higher the the ave.rar;e coat for Kt!U'laa.~J sehools. The la.l"g;Eu~·t per 

oent of this 41f'feren.ollt be~en what !Ul.na~lB s~ndm and the :nation ae a 

whole spends for school costs per pupil per d~ is in teaehers' Scall!l.riea. 

For the lJni ted States the aTfu:·age tea..eher' e 'M!l.g8 in 1935 was $1226 IIUld for ' 

KLtUI&I!t only $B58 ( 9ae hble XI, P• 33). I!anrsi!Ul has supported aahooll:l a,l ... 

mo~rt: entir~tly 'by looal property taxes 'Whieh faet · aoot~\illnti in 8olu~ m.ea.sure 

for the lower salary n~e paid i:n ltansaso !:t~v~r. Klil.nla.s has bef.Ul making 

some att~!impts during the. pa1t tew yea:rs to sub;titute indi::rea t; ·taxes tor 

the di:reot pl"ope:rty ta'it ar1d :now has pe.rscnal inoonle tax1 ool"porat.ion inoome 

ta.x, tru: on I'Jale~& of. ·tobaooo produots, inhol':i.J<;a,noe bax-" and a r~e11eral salee 

and graded aehoola that were weak fin.t.noially. but thtl other iudi:root tuea 

are usl!ld to ~uoe. the :mill levy tha.t the 'l!lta~.te lll61ket~ for its generf.\1 ftmd. 

and new eourse1 offe~d but that will hardly explain the rapid inorease in 

coste dne.e 1900. Altho'U!:;h the aohoole at pl;'(IJ~~Jellt havfl! an inor<!lai!i$d enroll ... 

teachers~ a riohe:r oouree ot study, ~d a dollar with le$s value than in 

1900, t'aotue.l" aohool oosts are much higher than tbey we:re t"w$nty or thirty 

years ago .. 

The Rl!!li\llearoh Dividon of the N. E. A. 6 list$ th$ i"ollmvi:ng int'o:t'n'la-



in regard to tull!s in Ke:nfUUJ in lG29 ~ 

1.-ot:a.l ooet ot elm•nt1uoy1 eecondaey and high•r eduota.ticn, 
$.49,381,743J :t:'edtu·-.1 governtllent tUtll from Kansas, $26,765,720; 
state go•enwent c.,ats, $19,776,417J ud lil)oal government costs, 
179,868,000• Muoation oo1t about 2'7% ct all turn oolboted in 
kansas fe>r tedt1nl, •tate, and boal purposes. Another 'bulletin 
of the REUJearoh Divia.ion lists school eoat$ and .lo.rtl.e other expend· 
1turea in the Um1te4. States tor tht yeu 19=so t.fJ followrn 7 l?ublio 
tohcol costs, #2,6lf)1.000,000J Ute iX~.I!!Ura.TlOe, $3,524,.000J000J 
building eo~a·t:.Natton, #6,808 ,OOO,OOOJ and automobile ooots, 
111 .. sa:r ,ooo ,000. The 1914 eehool oost• were $5155,.000, ooo, only 
about one :t'itth ot the 1930 costa. Reaeona givMt tozo part of the 
im:reEtseJ $860~000,000 due to the doc:reased purohaeing pOftr of' 
th• doll&l'J t4$1_.000t.OOO due to inorea.sed average daily e.ttendllUl(')e; 
and $413,000,000 due to increased aervices~ 

fABLE XI 

RECENT TRENDS IN TEACHERS AVIRA.GE SALAJU:JlS AND 
THEIR PURCHASING POWER"'"' 1928 ... 29 • 1008 

1928-29 $1892 100 $1392 100 
1929-30 1420 102 1440 103.4 
1930 ... 31 . 14;4.0 103.4 1570 112.8 
1931 ... 32 1417 101.8 1697 121·9 
1932·38 1316 94 .. 5 170.2 122.3 
1933-34 12fi.US en.,s 1516 108.9 
1934-::u; 1226 88 .. 1 1460 104.9 

Read table thus• In 1928-29, the estimated average 
aa.laey of all teuhcn•·s 1.n the u.s. qa $1392J in 1929·30, 
it wa.e $1420 or lOt% ot the 1928-29 figurtu in 1930·31, it 
wat tl440 or 103.4~ ot the 1928-29 salary. etc. The ee• 
timated purohaeing power (in 1928-29 dollars) or the 
aw:rage CIJ&laey Qf' thi 111 group •• ~1392 :l.n 1928·29 J tl440 
in 1929·30& o~ 103.4% of the l928w29 tigur&J tl570 in 
1930•11; or 112.8% of the 192S...29 f'igur«h Read in lik& 
manner tor other years. 

"' I i t f • It I 'II ,.. ••• •1 

7 Research Bulletin of' the lf· E. A •• F110tu on School Coat!$, Vol. 22. 
P• 18, Deo. !§52".' - - - - - ' • ' ...... - " • ·· 

8 Reaea:roh .aulleti:n of' the N. E. A., A Table, 18;239, Augua't; 1936 • ....... .._ __ .;;.;.;.;;;.;.;~........,.--- - - . 



These figures tor the United stat~s will not exaetly apply to Kan$as, 

for this shows a drop in teaehers• salaries or $170 annually, or only 12%, 

While .in !&ntal the drop ~· from an ave~e of #1169 in l928M29 to $858 

in 1934~36, ·or a dntJp ot 26f ..... more than twice. a.u luge a reduction in per 

oemt tor 18ll11las, amd the bmsaa 'Wagee never-~ a$ high a.s the national 

a.V«trage was at ita louat point. In the 'Qnited. States as a wholl$ the buying 

aohool purpoaee tl"om lS&S to l9$(:h (The ma.te.rial from 1898 to 1926 has bcn•n 

t$.ken from Little .. ) 10 In l9SO, lC$.tUIIUf sohool expend1 tures reaohect thtdr 

highest peak,.: more than t<Jrty•two million• ot dollars na spen;c and this 

a:111ount •how~ m inoreae• ot 1130% over the expll!lnclituros for e¢hool purpo~t~el!l 
I 

in 1898. However 1 sohool e:q>ellt«U¥ by 1934 had <l,ropped t:o about #24 .ooo ~ 000. 

9 Editorial, "Deoreo.ee in the Per Oapita Goeta ot lllduoation!' SChool 
~ .~o,o.~.~~l~ Vol. 3'7~ PP• 1so ... 1, reb. ll, 1933. 

10 tittle11 .!m• .£!.!!•, P• 13. 
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and 650% ot th$ 1898 tigur$• A slight inoreaae ·~ook pl~Qt during the two 

ysa:rs followS.~ 1984 * 

Wh:U• the t.tt.endane• tigunut ne'V'$r Wf):rt larger thi!IJ.'l 144% of thee 1898 

tig1;u.·• ...... reaoh:1:ng th"ir max~ in 1931, auld thll!ln deal!ned. elightly so that 

the 1936 ati:l~M.o!lll •• l$9% of.' that for l$98, By 1~33 school expll!lnditures 

wen lower thu hi 1922 and dropped eother 200% {be~.eed on 1898 expenditures) 

tho nut yli!l&r• ~hcol expenditure$ wn ourtaU.ed :in about: the aiU!lliU!l pro­

portion &.i o:th~Jr state and. local government t:!ependi tures, wh$ll th• A'Ve:n.ge 

h eoneide:red. Howav•r, llla:tly :individu41.1 oaeel!l would show a different 1111 tua.­

tion. The redt~tiont that were made might w.ll be listed und$r three head• 

ingst r&t:re~hments. Qavingm, and economies. Retrenchments a:re ruthless 

Mld reutionaey,. mer•ly ou\11111: in expenses without rega.l"d to aotutill needs of 

the cadUh Ra.vings are more or loss planned, but they uy be only f:ruc;e.li ty 

f'.Wd :not eoonomy in the end. Eoon~ h the praotioe ot getting one•s moneya 

worth in te:nne or present and future needs and irr the plan the.t should be 

followed by all sohool boarda and administrators. 

Fra~ier 12pre!ent$ the folloWing in regard to the financial burden of 

Oul' tu ay1tEm.t h al.l:no-st 1!1.1 bad as it could b(h Why don't we 
oh$.Uge it? :r. it -s:ler to neglcot ou:r ohildren?' l.f' th<u•e who 
aN worldng to save taxes by c.urte.il1ng tduoation would giv& the 
tame -.ount rt>t' flln4J:rgy tc the remald.ng of our "?JOm out ·tu $fltema 
w. might get eomewhere. 'Wh$n a state spends more each year on 
tobaeoe than on e<luoation, :r maintain that eduoatio2n. h not a 
burden the.t oa.n't b~t bol"'JM..; and :e. lll!'4tion thl\t t~~pends ~u Ill:UCJh for: 

l2<htorge w. Frazier, "Eduoation in a Time of Orish~" Joux:¥LJ 2£. ~ 
National Education A.uoo1a:t::.ion, Vol. 21 P• 174, June lt132. 

111 q iA I " M lh tWill: •• II , ' ~.- ,., Ill¥ 1&1 • I I* • .. ill t ...... I 



wars, past and future, •• on eduoa:bion, h not burdened with 
education. If the money t11e.t we spend eaoh year on warl!l W&:r$ used 
tor education, every boy and gi:rl oould haw had a good school and 
your local tax for aohoole entirely disoontinued. 

37 

1. During the early yta:rs ot the dtprtadon1 the per oent of total 

aohool oo1ta used foJ" teachers' eala.ries deo:reaeedJ but :f'rom 1934 to 1936, 

the par cent of school expenditures allotted fer teaoh•rs 1 salaries was 

larger than in 1928. 

2. The sum tpent for buildings deorealedt until in 1934 approximately 

one-tnnty ... ti:tth as mueh was being expended Cl)ll buildings as had been used. 

tor that purpose in 1930. 

3. Govern:ment a:td ... ·allowing, as an outright gift, an .Ellnount of money 

covering 45% of the eost of building projects tnabled llltUlY distr1ota to 

build new build:tng~t or repair and remodel old oners. 

4. The va.lue ot $Ohool prope:rt:y- imrea.a:od. f24,000,000 from 1928 to 

1936 or •pproxim&tely 26%. During the a~ period ot time annual expendiw 

turee tor school purposea decreased 3~%· 

5-. ltaneaa supports aohoole almost entirely by load property tax. 

Tht only ind.ireot tax, of :hnpol"ttnCe11 need. for eohool pu:rposee it the 

$2 11 600,000 of the retail asale1 tu that •• ea.l"::l''a.rked :f'or equ.ali1a.t1on ot 

e(h.aoa.tlional opportunity 1n the elemcm.tary sehooh of :Ke.nsa1a. 

6. Sohool oo1ts ar• not high when oomparli'Jd with other major ente:r ... 

prhe$ auu lift insu:ranoe, oonst:ruction projeo·~~. oo1t ot automobiles, eto .. 
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1. 1hct averll\ge oo1t of ele:ttU!IntE~.ry liUld seoo:nda.ey aohools per pupil 

per day of ~tttm.dtU'l.Oe d~~t~oreamed 22% from 1928 to 1933. The tr~:nd sinoe 

1934 hat been for 1no :relll.l!hl)G. 

8.. 'l!b:e !lVi!tl"&gtt daily attwdano• in •l~taey and seoondary sohoGls 

«Jabi.:.tH~cl rea.ohed. ita highe:trt peak in thl'lt history' of' the ste.te in l9tU ... 

9~.~ l:cf>:t1(1m.y .e.nd. !l.Qt !lltel"tly ntrenohm.ent1 ehould be the plan followed 

a.t all time• by •uptrintedenta: ()f tehools and. bot.rd.t.~~ of eduoe.tion in KIUli!Hli.S· 



!t~ra WM in tM ttfltf!l ot ~~ in 1118" S• ,8"1 ~tthool <!1tt:r1$ta. 

(;)t t!M'c~• dtawat•, s.aff a!:ntab'IJtd Mh~l;~t ot tb1' lattt~r 11:\Bbctr 1 ,1'11 

WJ'f ~~e:t> $Chool18J 1,~26$ ..._" - Oli' l'liOl'$ teuhe.r MhMl$J 74 W.ft 

IJihfl)11 a «li-J.t!.$'1 ~~tf thf& ~~ 4$latUJJ 11 hlr. fi.rlb ~l.atHt eity •hools,t 

m14 lf6 1Umt:-1~t~: ~:ut&Ui• •~tty high &ehoe<lot.1 

In th• eth()Ol fRr' lt~tl-16, the ata~ llt ~-· ll:M 9,67~ o:r&a11M 

•hool «i.if'briet ..... Tf lesa ~ in ll!l~ ... ot ·t;M to•l ~sber- ot d:1et:ria'tll!l 

1,191 ma:b'lta~ $Choola or 379 ·1••• t~ had •mtQ~ I!!Obocll in lttms. 

Of the aU!ibfi%' sul:.ntl.in1~ MbH1a1 8,/177 wn~~. o~t.Mh"r "hocl.,. .... ~ d:rep 

et 400 tehooll Ira thllll un~a t"!,tu~~ or llf)l"e t~b~u· oohcob 1.000 and 

~1 hilh ~elw~l• !10. Tl"ai(!$ 1• ,_. onrlappt~ m tb••• d!atnott. hut 

fiMh ta tJf "our-o a aepa:rate wlwol distrtet. the t~tal of' th;e tn woult'i 

b1 '"ate11 than tb& 1;~269 two or *'" ~he~ ~Clwol1 1a 1928. the ~·u· 

of f1pf1i) ctlJMUJ <d.ty $$b.Qol$ r~1~ itt ll1 Ud tb$ · ~.r ~f! teteGM ~ltUl$ 

~ity -~~l• ~!ned atAt1cBdU'Y at rr. n. total ~er ot oe~urdt:y high 

BObfOll had dflcllnt~ Omt, f't'«a 24 to 21• Tbia $1'f~!Hl a total of 8,198 

Hhocl d1Dtriotat M:iatt.b1~ Hhool but tb•r• ~;ro, 461 o~&dlfld d.i1triota 

tt.t WIN •.ai:ac t~1.- putile to ~tur tcbc,lt. ftd.t .-er 481. addl4 ·to 

tb4 mmber M1Dt~1ning Rbool~t Wllkee tho total ot 8,.611 orr;~Whtd dit~tr:tota.l 



SCHOOL COf~T~, ~~~~ l.lAlLt ATTiltlAIC$" AJil !rJ.W:Ull:.M O:ti~ !JAYS TJ.UG.lil' 
10! V!!~IOUS CLA-~88 OF SCHOOLS 10!1 Till~ n:~~ .. ~'~ 191\19 ... :$$ ... 365 

1019 l913 1986 
tiiU; lUlU: ilt'ait 11:\i l'iftiii;Qiii«<I'CI l'lilli=l\llfolm~:=•*t=\::!:=lll!dl iUI=Ii'l\llltU: =tlii:4;'JII:==:I~il!llli!t=I::C :.11:ii:=:==:=::m;::==::::n;::=:::m::Ml!::mrl hi:t.l: 

ld.l4~ oosiuu 
I ·~~h&r ·t~s.f.Ol.T& t 80,741.11 • fti,t:Sf.-00 

~ ~b91"' 1.-tJ<i.ll't.IEl 99~1$1.00 ::S41,003'A<OQ 
IM-H fiflus oi'by. . ''951' 11&.11 65,$04.1S 181..,000*00 
;lriNt Ol.a$!1 ~lty mus,.o~s1.a1 asai!e9.3& 9'1~,235 .. 00 

~$!" CIOHSU 
oae ,,.~~ ?,103,111.14 a,~Jse,940 .. 1'7 4,661,181 .. 80 
f\11'0 1leuh•r 11.482,652.68 l1,1t1,4i-4.1f g. ,61? .492 .. 18 
J!IHRd •l'I.WU$ Oit.f ' ... use.,.;e.a. s ,40·6 ~ omh~ ~n. 4,6St} 11 liO~t.l5 
Fi:tst ola1~ oitr 1,.323,1U'i8-07 S,MS,Silfhlfl &,8:11.?06 .. 11 

A• p .. A·.t 
~ ~h~IUf tl,lf4·M 89,57f,Q ?1.769 .. 10 
!ft teuheJ~ ll3.8&4.tV llll.S7(h4$ Ul,9llhto 
-eM ~lalt o1t1 15.t185 .. ).7 .78"681.10 79,.099.60 
rt~.t ~l••• •itr 1a,.oso.ao 78,._$89 .. 00 19.495.00 

~thot q;mu 
On$ ~h•r ·· 156~€1 ll-'1 ... 180 167 
fitiO. t .... h$1!' 1'1f.'P 1?1 ... leG 110 .. 17'? -* el-.~n~ oit, 11f:Jw8 176 178 
rt:r•t •lt~~.•• cit, 1?6 114 '"' 1.90 116 

f~v.l ~(Jl coatflll 
t:ln$· te.oibA&r 1 ,J$~1,113-5? &_.tsef,esr.s; ,,604.59-t.GO 
'fq t.t!.Mh$t" 11.-008 .• "00-00 l1 .. 24G~6tl .. l.1 9,91Bi 995.f:U.'i 
SMomt «flua etty s.atl,flT.-11 6.,40~,036.61 6,075.120"95 
rira~ olu.ta olty 9,allr:»1en .. a• a.S49 oiSShll &, 7K.94-l .. 3! 

:1~ t.:t>le ~.un lbpom1turet~: tor build~• lot"' om. tHt~.her 
f!l!tlioQlt wer-• Utse.'ltt01.71 ln 1919, t~C.'fi?.&2 ia 1113, am #45,.417 .. 00 1n 
1116. :lla4 ia 'tlh• ._.. wmur f()tt • ~bo:r U\4 o'tlh1ltr ahools, Uld fo'r 
Oth~J' 1 'batu ' 
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!'rca the ~tef'!Ud. ,tv~ in Ta'bl111 XU, ·th• ooml usion may b• dnwn 

~t th• Htlool• ia thl tirat ol.t.aa ei {~ies nro ltfent$d. l4nut by the 

t\epnuud.on thin thcae or ~ otbe.r «.tl&Mit cu.\tl that tht on• teacher 11t0hoole 

Wl"fl .t!'"ted most bt the ~rd t:S.moe.. Build!~ $Xpnd.:S:ture• tor one 

uuht>n· Mhoola :m 19$4 wn etU.l l~UU! than 10~ ~t th& amount .tlperrt. tor 

the w1ld.ing p~ICIII» bf th• Sl&WIJ t31P!flf of IChoolt in l92fh buil.di~ 

e:~pendttutllll's, 1~ two or meN te-.eh1r 10hool1 tor l93G,. wre 241: ot the 'J:«: ... 

l>$Mituntw to:r ths , .. pUJ"PPM by th9 allii'!G type !lJ~ooole in l9tU~; tor 

IMO~ 1ttlo.ea citi•t thfl 19~6 ~enditu:rta fo:r bu:U.dtng pl.\rp:os•t ftrt~ 19~~ ot 

tht 1919 tlq>tlltl:dlturGfU W. tirst olaoa aiUe1 s;pEmt tfJ't' 'buU!U.~t in 1916 

alellllt: .. , much •• •• tpe:nt tor tu ~~~ P~'" :Ill 1S.2fh 

tn ~~-~ d-.ily att~~· th$ •• ·~h.flx- •boob thm:r ~~~o 4eer<Ei).&l!&e 

t~ .o·nu• lU.OOO 5Jl 1919 to leaa thM 76 .• 000; in l9Y"' 'fhh !La mort\ tl'UlW 

lf% rlt.,-rHs•" tiutit~g the ~ ,_rt~ ot t,_.l$ 11\ll ot the ~CrtJuur olatBfJS at 

~~ehool glti~ irJ. total t.Wl"G&G daily '-tt~UACUt~t. "rhil C&iD in the latt.•~ 

cl&t"• at "hotla it tt'U• lar;'ll.,- to tut b~ r'mlte: 1n mnl~t in tiM hi;h 

Hhools. (8141 Ohl.pt$:r Vl11 1.'-.ble Xlll~) 1.lMl l~th of lt)bool tf.lm bll.$ 

varied U. ttlt~ tf!r ur of th«t olcunr•• ot Hbecle but tbo olle teMher t~ohcol 

•till tl4t u oiJht ~th~:t term, 10 the tt~tt t.h.at t.tt4.md IU0h a aohool. 

IR olle ~th lea• -~~:<'#11-.g at t•r •• :m='b$~ e£ ~~ if "'omt~m~. fbs. 

'n\rl&·Uon ~in th~t l~h ot term for two t.Miwr ehoolo~ it due to 

thl tt.et that ;runl h1&h ~ehool•~ e~itr hi~;h ~ehool•• two o:r mor:e 

~hor •l~t~u~. flm.d tw or mD)"O teMbJ&r •lae:nt4\\ey tmd hill:h Mhool' oom,.. 

b~d are .d1 1Ml'Ud~ in th!.s al-.1$• Thilf Wllltlrtt orlg1rJ&lly lidted 'Und~tr on.• 

ol~uu1 i:n the Bi•nr!it.l hpo:rt.t ot th• Sta.t• ~upG.rintcm.det ·but fil.re nMr 



li.tt~ted riiutpva.t.ly. for pul"pcutot of CH'.:Impfl!.ril!loo. im thttt ttt\li11, th!lf eu•e 

omttd.dl\ll!"ed in o~• calut. 

~- ~U(1\ion !n total ~Chool oott• in ~n.., t•achet ehcola~ and 

.-bocle- 1~ td t1&1 ot tbA!l ••mu:l a:lt.lt &rtt almost ld•nttoal in p11nt"'&n~e~ 

fl'tfi 1986 oo•t.t b t'ht tme tl~htn• N~ll wrt: GO ·l" &Ill lar,:• lUll in 1929 It and 

b B...Ocmd elala ~J~~!t!ea 'the lt>tte e&tt& wn so .. ~ ot tn• col!ttt in 1929- ~ 

~or mont: t-.h~n'* Mbool:e wn s{neM!~ 7thi,C All!: much 1n 1956 e.~t 1n 1929. 

~ achocl1 in oltiee ~f tk• first elat!ll.!il "" tptM~ 72o&JI' as .ucb ln 

1&16 ... :m ltlflt-

COQtAF/.t~ONS or A· p., A. PF.~ sesE.R AID'> COST :Pli:l{ Ptll'It 
PD fiOifa FO:R nil VARIOUS CUSSIS ()f 

f:vptJ of' 
~ 0 

Oni tt~Mil$J:" 

Tw te~~)t 

S~t.S FOR M 'ftW!S l~IS...3SO.,Si:S6 
~ARI OOHOOL PUPIL3 OILl' .,. 

Awmg:e ~1;y at~~~ Co•t per pYcpll p•r 
lti~h-~ •nth 

j ~ !1il' Ill W 11111W . 

11.1 ts~tte 8lh8S i\6.00 

*'·* l.t.6 Sl,l 10 .. 05 ~t.91 6.79 

11.6 lf.h4 19.5 thee 4..ff a.:ts 
$4.8 18.4 &h8 7 .. 61 e.o9 6.60 

$'7.10. 

e .. oo 
5.37 

1.26 

!bJd tlftblE!I thtun ft~.& ~ teao®r boo1 i.n 1928 had LUi. average 
d&ilw attend1.iu.u~ pt:r ~hor ot :u~.5, in 1933, Wl -.vertAgta da.Uy a1:.t$l'ldano$ 
ot li•IJ 1n 1935, e>t ll.&J IUI.d in l93G, ot 11.1.. 1-he oost ~r pupil per 
ao:ntb in th• OM wa.oh•r ~tohool in 1910 as i9.15J !e. 19.83, fti!l $lhBSJ in 
l~!U 11 wao $6.00~ and lill 19M .. wa:~ #7.20.. In like m&l'me:r Nr~.d tor oth•r 
t~s <>t' QMDlt• 



ta.bl~ XX!l thowlil thl/tt t!l$ tL~.Wrae• d.E~~.U.y a.t·t«t~fl pfiu·· tlti!Uhar to:r 

'tlhl O~llfl ~herr 'IOhoOltll i.t ~}l umller thM in My &thtr t,n1t Ot "ohool .. 

l' :L~t l!:ttl$ :ftlOH th~~m halr th~ ave~& ~111 att.~e 1n the two or aoN 

teil&.ohbi" Nh001t 11 ~ 11 !\"'<ml ~i'~ ... thint to t"'lf'' .. fittiht;~ ·L~t I.VE!U!'I.f;e daily 

fi\'t·t~ndu,.,• ptn" t&nh•r !ft •~!mol~ loe1.t.d in t1r•t and f!!frl'l:u.md eltu1w oit1••· 

H~ftt• 1 ~lM th~ ~oat pe~ pl.lp:.tl Pf):r month :1$J oo~$,,der1$d~,~ the .:t...,€Jiu1t is 

quito the ~p~td:tlth la 1928 ·~m• ooflJt p4tr ,PU!:>11 pHJr ~tonth in the cne 

t ... hi!U" ~hool •• ht~r ~ Ill ~ mthE.tr typ$ ~~pt tbe two t~aeher 

fth®l 1 then 1£tl..\?il b\ 191133 ·l:;hlfl oM ~h&l" .~~mhool apemt ll10lrl per pupil, pGf' 

l!llrmth ·~ ll%9' t~ of ~01 mtJpt ·~ ti«!Jh~b :b. fir:"'t Olt.SS 01 titU!h1 

!h~ aae~ b ·tNt· u Ut&s ltnd 1136, th$ on• t~h•r mahool. •• Bptmding $lON 

"'' fup!ll P'$:t' m~th thl.l:1 mu khig ~pent ill UJ.1 ()tht~ t~,, or aoheQl, 

•••pt tor elllllllht()lt in i!>l'tilea ot thot fi~•t tlll;llt$• N'!.d th• rur.l !Klhoola inN 

eptnlt:l~ wly • r• <U«<'tli'UB le'"' 1141.1." pup!l ~er ~t.h tbM wn the t1rtt cl&tsll 

eity •hHliJ4 . 

'fh"uch t.11 th• ~ ~ ttrt <Uma~arlatm,~~ the -~iwre ,.,.r 

p4pU per mamh il\ 11~ -~h . ~~~ 111 •wl'md olt.$11 flitter: •• 

1«111\'tll than m liD1 (f~J' ~~-up ot ~Cboclth 'Mdlt th• costs per pupil in two 

wachl!llr rmb~li'J n:ro hip 1ft Ull8 thlty dt'Opped tJutt1o1$htly tht!.t~ to~ th4l 

oth!IU" th~ y.vs •tuili.:t., they nN below tl'lil ooat1 p.tJ':r tfUpil p•.r unth 

for ~Dit t•~h•r tehools ~ BOhll)Oll in oiti~u• of' tlltt f1r$t oli.IUh 1.\\b-llt XIV 

~ fir;u:re f libillw thi.t A l~f$l" p~!r Otnt Of the Ocn,ts fort 0!1.8 ~hill" 

Nhcol$ goet. tor .:l,~ t'h4n 11 the CJ.i$ '\dth arq of th$ othitl" typiB tJt 

•boob, thi~t in •pit. ot the fut tl·u:at ~hE!trtt :tn one t~bl!ltl' tObocl~t uo 
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fABLI nv 
COlt OF DftRUOIIO!l Am:l tOtAL stmOOL 

COSfS FROM Uli ro U'H!U!I5 

One 'Rent~ 
'.two ~h~U." 
Inti oht• tdtf 
latl ola.•• oi:tr 

Orle ·tqoher. 
!n teldhtt 
llid ttla.aa otty 
1st elulilt •ttr 

~~be~ 
ttro 'fr>q.o:h•r 
Inc! ., lUI (\f!ty 
lit Glll.t •tty 

its"IH;361.67 
e·"e4t,.S4&.Gl 
4 .. 588,186.-16 
4:-1SI,ts35.8l 

4,l"'I.OOO.lf 
'1.518,414.1& 
3.8tU,®I-.1tll 
i,f99#64l .. U 

5,.117,11? .. 02 
6.100.f41 .. 69 
8,41?' ,6'1Sh l.G 
4 _.:too .a.&'t .. ao 

$7 ,etn.f)75:~11 
13_.00t,teth00 

8_,89!/1'17.$1 
'-~la~e79.3S 

5•00'1 ,EU!.I7.6G 
ll,bb,S.SU,.lf 
e ,40e_oaa.el 
S,&4$i,939.11 

4t604.&99M3() 
g,. 19&6 II VlU5. 85 
e ,O?i, 110. ss 
61> '84,~41 .. !1 

~ ·t:Ab:A.e th~•• the co•' of t.n;:tNOtioa in tk• om~ 
~h•r .-hOCilt llll ltl9 _. ~~ .. 896,863.61. whU• Uw· totl.l 
~Gbool IJG.»Jtf wn t? ,tJ6l1 M'I~~<3f. R-.d tn liUto ~r for 
·~•r ~- ot !Mhooll' ~d tor otn.-r rea.:r1h 

1$110~~~ ~l 16\W;'I ot ~h$11'1 m OM iutebla~ Mboola b liM wa• 
ttt'fl.VSJ bl 'b'llm t~Mbr IA1hoola.l' it •• teoe.tltsJ. m aeooad fJclNa ei'ty 

e~1.1, it •• I1119.01J fUld a t1rartl elate citiee tht tA~Vl!l~1111 u.b.ey _. 



l'a8l'h 1 • lepNIU1Je t-.hCil'"#t • Q.l-.riflUll' 
a. lepr•aente. build~ ~oats 
1. a.pH•et~~r O:Q•ila to2r ~r pu.rpotff~tt 
1989~-0•lumn 1 1938~-oolumn ll 

l. 54.6~ 
•• 11 .. -&% 
3. 54 % 

1. $6.9~~ s. .a" 
3. 1!-1" 

(~) 

l. ®.61{ 

II l " • 38.4,~ 

1 ... 66.1~ 
a. a.a" s. 41.6% 

SOltOOLg II CITU:s 011~ nJ?.st Ul.AS!il 
J"IOUID~ 3tll 

1. es •• 
!.. :S.4;lt 
a. s.a.a% 

DIVISION Of !WOOL lt'(PifMDIWRES lN1'0 SALAHY. 
OOILD:tllf(l, ,Um 01'1Ili1R C:O!TS~ ii'OR 'lUfj 

!lr.ARS 1919 • 1933, ll,;l26 



46 

$1641.9"1; the avenge tor- all te!ll.Ghtn•• of Katu1e.e ns $aaa:' (figures f'rom 

thirtieth Bienn1-.l !ep~rt,-) The abov$ figures emphasize the ~Mll mdm.ry 

that 11 paid to one room sehool teaohers and the faot mentioned before, 

that s.a.l4'1.:rita tales a. largeiJ:r share of wtal expenses in the one teacher 

tohoeb thlitl in ~ other type, the amo1.m.t of moMy lett for educational 

••n1o•s b neoetaa.dly ve:ry tmla.ll. tn 1953 all sohools wer1111 using a. 

larger p.~nuPntage ot tot-.1 op~~Dn4i tures tor the payment o£ sa.b.ri~Ui tha.n 

tltty 11'0rt 1:a l9%f., ln oomparing expenditure• in 1933 with tho$t in 1936, 

there i.e a tandeney in the one teacher, md two or more teuher echoole 

far the per eeat used tor: si!Uar1ellt to become J.enJ h0uve:r, in the first 

and teoona. elan oi ty tohools the per .aent used tor $a.b.riet in 1936 ex­

OEutde4 th• pe:r cent used f(U" that purpose in 1933. lt is perhaps sate to 

t.I!U!\Ul'l;e that 'WI.f£&11 wtre raie•d fllet3JlU.er in the le.rg•r .Qehools after the 

dep.reu:lon outs than they were in the smaller ones. Th~~t &ali'U'Y CJOhedules 

used in the l•rger eit:l«UI give them a baah tcr increase in pa,y tor their 

teacher$ that is la.oking in the l'J)ll4ller aehool11h 

l• In 1936 there RX'$ 77 tEmer or-ganiaed aohool dist.riete in Kansas 

than were r"orded in 1928, and 179 ture:r diat,riote nre ainta:tng schools 

in 193$ f1Hi$pa.r.tt to the numbil!ll" holding schools in lf128. Four hundred 

«~~ighty-ont otoganited dietriets wre sending their pupile to ntrighbod:ng 

eohools in 1918. 

a. fhtl"e haa been no change in the mulllber of ti:rat or aeoond olas:e 

oitiu mainta.in:i~ GOhoolMJ, but the :number of rure.l high 1ohoole h&e inoret.l!led. 
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3. Orl._t..htNt ~thool1 Hdoou fii!Ohool ~oiiJta mon proport1omtely 

tkd. l!llmJ' ctbl·~ &t'O\tp t>t I!Ullhoole. ··liM the t!h."-t olaas e1t)"' 1ehoolt ndtDEKi 

••,•t• t:h• -lltirt ,_l' C)tnt. 

"• the eMOti~ et ntl'lff b~Ud1ngt w th• r<ll?ai.r ot old oooa t.nd 

~ pumbt.l!.rsg of an ftq~.aipment t.lmeat OH$f.Pd dur~ the 'Writ dflp:r~B~tdon 

~· of 1111 ~ lta.. 

e. fhil IJ.ftftie Wl.J at~· hll\t -~ily dHJ>t:a~ in th• on .... 

~mw teboola ..- im:reu-.4 sUghtl:t ~. the thttoe other olauea ot 

NMOliJ• 

e. ftw l~th CJt l«lhool term ~=$d. prllllJitiot.ll:y ttat1o1'1&ey' tot' 

all rcm~ typo.a of' ~toooltl. the o~e-t1111e.0hw eobool trtUl •inttlrl.niug chool 

fer' •tcht ~:bbt u4 tm. $th•~" 1bypet ~ * nlne :mcmtht te:rm. 

T. throughl!lut the pe.r1•4 tf'Oa 1911 it 1986. tht •ott J'$f' pupil per 

.. th. ift ~t.uheJ> sohool.• hNl' ~ cox:utitrkntl;r high 1tflh.en o•pa.~ to 

the othf»r' ~· ~t illtthl'mllh, 1.t o~.,..tHChor fth~la paid their ttacluwra aa 

high a aw~~ ~e u the otht~r Rl'wol.• do • th&ir eo at per pupil per 

~th woold b• ~h high•~ tNw ~ ot thr~ cth•r thn& \i:ll&t$cat ~t ~MO~l•• 

a. thlltt .,.~, ~!ly att~e per teMhtu• 1~ tiwlt o~tn.eh~:r 

Hh0olr -. U1t o£ that of tM . two o:r- more t«Mwh•J> i!IQhoOla., :§a)' as ltiU'"ft 

•• ia tenool• li;')QA~fi 1~ '"ond ola•• "itt•• .. fMld .;e" •• l•rg• a1 ""nc• 
&d.lr att«n4anctt w Mhoole :l;n o:ttl•• ot tiM tb:"ut olt.uilta• 

t. ~wuh•r eohool• ute t. lt+re;er pv o:~t ot tbei~ totll nhcol 

OOii!ltl t&r- ealaritl tbl:n de the o~ol!' IOhool• .. tU3d tir-•t olaas city Rhottlf!l 

\U!ull thl -.::U.tftt pllllr ••' tor' aalarieth 



4$ 

10. fh& t-ah~ u tbe •~t:•uh~u· tohC~~ol ~~t•ts little mo,. t.hl.n 

halt the •'"*rat.ll •al~oey pailli te •ll t~Mhtin 1~ K~MUll.t ~md ~t ""~• 

at.l•q !n 1936 ... ~,.&see. 



C.• ~" tGfii+Al• '1411\'lh. it not •• ,-.11 aett1~ o~ ~ame:rally 

'«~•~ UJ!ml by ••atio.l ~Uwrifd.•·• 1• the qUlttstlo., of 'fm• gam ol' lo11a 

- -..-.~i--1 HMCGtlf du~;ba 'triH· ~-JMifillm ~- d5St1& t1~1al Nduc­

tl$81 "" ~itt•~ aitl 1$hHl qtt••• It •• a. tU.fti•ult pNbl• to 

alte ~.1••~'-~• !a al'""t&t wlth thl' atn~• 0-t de4J\rt~Qtiwa•'IUJ to JUOntlCJ 

•t t.uhllllht ikt •~odtde•• to ra.•td.~.-d~ :plat11 :6\M. to ~ weU'a" ct thtt 

tldl.t,. ~-~1 I!Jill!lpplltl *ioh •~• ••~ioustr ou.rk:U.a ~ult be$ 4ld$qttate 

in 'bo·th ,t.Umt:tv ~ twtlttr- butu" a ~o•uud'ul t<thool, 

.._ ~, • ._ t:bu to :eol'lt,~l'b b"~.d.ltU.S«t 1'1 in· a t!al or dil!lprt~Jiion, 

~" Z.r A f$f1od at tmiJ et< three ~~· t~ 11131 to 191ft tld bu1ld:t%Sg of 

._ -.hoo1 him$JI •»- ~ ~!' ~!it ~ .ne1 ~It ••at$4• (~ 1'ab-l• VIII; 

P• 11..) PM.- ot tatt t~ •:rt th• ,...,l• ~ a:tt.,tiul tc bQ:Ud at -:: 

1'Aitll XV 

I..l8!AR'f fA.alt!!'IIS D W~~ OOHOOL~l 

IU#IIII llll )m-lltllliCUI~Imli lliM'IIiltltllliflilli·l·:lllfi~lltl-·11111111 \II;'= IX:= ill"~tllllil& .1 liUII:l:=llft 
lt$1.4 tie.bl• 'ihult ll$ lli$: . tho ~~ Of Mhool 

llb~rl•t •a $$86 1 Md the ~er ~t wlWU~I in tbtlt 
li'bnriot 1,8?3,80t. In lik• ~•~' ~ f'o~ l$3$ 1Ul4 
liN. 



the J*"io4 wt• it eoul,d lul.w 'befi.l d- hr tl:~ ls1t eoat. 

JM:ri:~~ thfl <:!epNaaig tht tot~ r.atbli!UI' ot U.\)nriet 4im1nhh~ ~ 

~ ~ lru.\ tour ,__. 4\tftt, buti ~ DW~abtr of wl~• imrt~~u&d trqm 

1,176,8Qa ia 1flf 'o ! 1tOI,IH tn liM~ q ~r-. ot i~i~!.:pp~tfll:r 44,C.-

~ ..,~d.• h4!wf h•lP*i ~ in the ~ti;b.t~ to *'" ~ 
~~- •t t~JO· ll&riltioatl:or.h, At p.nHtt" :tt :ta hipoad'blt torr a 

-..he~ te \1Jil're-- a •Wl'littm~r 1a • Claa• 1!, or I high obool mlii!UJt~ he 

bol4t a kliltt•·•• 4f1Ht~1 e4 .t't4llr- .193i it rill btl ~s•ibl• t&r a"l1p~ 

to ••uH a, tfHidl11. ot:r'titl,e.t. tn:ra -. o~ty. 'l'he et.te 'tdll thtn bt 

~ Oialy Ofl,f'ti~ qct-. f, fn hi;h. ~ehooll ,ttUl MVO the old norme.l 

tnutna ~our• 'm.tt ~ ot ,~ t.N '¥'01m•nlr ttwr.ppt.~ tt.. In 1928, 

~S.1H ilt~ tbfiJ ll:kO~Ul ttn.in~ .-s-.tu.n ·~ l _lit ~•lvM. •~lurtittofl!tfluif• 

b&..ltH ~ ~rt o8 iSS?, \~!4th 481 pttJ.- .o~itlt~'llt$1• thus it 

appeuo ~'b w U'Wl ttd~ ~~$84 bl l"'ffl.l'd to ttil~.tbe$!' 'lt~ri1fi'tat1~ 

t~~:rda ~1m ~~•r ptrte1Lmtl d~i• "*" d. .. pnaJWiellt ~·"• tor b•tttr 

tra1•ri teM~N #ho!Jld b• Mtkl' 'lll'latl-~ t~hi&nh 

Uonl :U.a'tt t•u:r t&UtGJtM41- 't1P•41t fit NtHalObMmtl tbat W!l"G! \.lll!l4 

'bV Yari.OUI M~lJA d ... rt&~ thff ,.....,. wh«Mt ~-ti-- hi •Mt>l $0ttt WfUl'e 

1. A aj4!>r li'$Wnuhm•l'lt Nfr"ltaltntlh!&l a d•t1ai~ ~urtdlwmt ot 
edUII~<'ti~l oppontm!tios, tU(I;Jh ••• ~thorotllitnM ~M>h~l y.ar, 
elbd.at.~ ~IU'DJ7 ~~~11, ~ntll~~n.lt hflilllth I11U1"¥11~\h 
tpMit.l tlfMJha:rt.o r;-u1dat't41 P''l'l'loml&l, 'Me-.titimlltl educua.tio:n~ 
~'lN!m:!l:nt£ t!Oli0013, ~n;;peM~iiR• Vu/1Pf.~tl()n.1 O:'M• 

I :A~ull • .won . .-. "'l'h• li\ll.wstiaattoa ct :Plant to· ~ue• ~lio~<~l l.hJdf;~~ttt, lit 
.• M~-~ ~~-- 'fllll• fO, W• lA-'·...,. 198110 



~ .. A bad mn• b •lbdnJ<tion ot *'Mol Ql.,rklll. f!'etll!l text booktt 
fl;»d IU)JP1111• Wn.ing. Gt b1.11 1'tmtt$1 lncnre&tlt in QMl!'g~B 
for Jtowtllll-, 1tmktr1* 11 tultl&n, etc ... .,. ~~o t1~tilllt ~d.ok 
lN.ft to'l' ~ber•, lm4 ('J\ltti~ t.Xtn,...~urrtoular aotivitiot~• 

'*• :t~ lt ltOd. 'butimlttJU/1. to -.kfal <t~tul t:!~Mok C)ft all auppl1•• 
t'htU.nM, JIU«t #PH!ti,.,t;tiouc tn l"$1&ril to mtendf!id ,;n.tNhast>a, 
~ •tt"Ubnt:ty plu r.n'f tJW buUd1tr~ p~nRt. 

S.e. HMol enro1~t f!$urem aN gt"fft tor the fte.r• l(t30 ~ 

1fM la a la'"eN\l Eduoe&t!en AiJ~it.tlcm.. lthl.rob s~u'"tn. & Th••• on ... 

Hl~te ioN f'ott tMl: t1n1 W Stt.'tafh 

De 1910 ~tl.-tarJ' aNl~'i _. 14,000,000;. 'by lOH it 
u<& ttMpptti ,.~~to j~ wxbu• Ja.ooo.oool thlrl~ the ,.,. pe:r:toet. 
~ b.lgll nuel MU~"ol~\ s...,.. • ..a f~ t.mso.ooo 1n lS~C to 
s,too,ooo i-. 1111 •. fWd 'the <ftlltt• .wollwm.t iM:reattd tma 
1,100.000 1a lfmO ~• 11100to00 hi UM. 

In~· Sta·t.e of IIlli&*; a. 10~~ .tla!la~ sit'Uati• at •• tourl4 

in tm. md.tl4 &'tlltt• wu a'l• teuad. to· ,uitt. In 1~2&..29 th1 ill'nl:falt ~ad.ly 

att~~• b tbtl K.anat.J •l~il!f.!I!T $ehtu~1• •• IH.stO, by th& ~~· 1111-11 

Ute fi'\1"'' -a .tGOnau4 to 110~411, a 1.,.,. etan ~· ~~d• 

~VAIINld t;mp!.l.t aa4 a p.nt~.e 1.••• or :to .. lih· Ovtl~r 'bh~ _. pe?f1od ~ 

juiofk hilb .WMol i&tt~• ~Hit#ed t'~ r1.11111 ill 10ie...J9 te 13,t>e9 

ill 1181-lf~ il'ltH&ee •t nta•lr ;:Uc thfuf!m~M or 21... 1'MI hi.lh Mbilol 

Rrol:'bMJ!l't a.llt'1 ~~ • t.m,••• tn. n.esa i.• 1&2a..at ttli u,m ta 

U~IT••NI. 1MrtfU\WI ot mote the tlttem thow.- e:r 21~. 



62 

An~ther interesting feature or the average daily att$ndanoe ie a 

eomparhon of attendtaMe aooording to sex. Dur-ing wery year in the 

el~n·bllU'Y sohool attendanoe, the boys outn.um.btu• the girls by from eight 

tii> ten thl)\t~imd.·• ln ot.h&r wo:rde, there a:r~ about seven or eight per oent 

more boys. In the jun:tox: high eohool grtZ;upJ tb.e la:rge:r number fav:o:rs 

the Q;irb, but only from 60 to about 600 more girls than boys were in 

attend~e in any one year in thi1 ~roup. In senior high sohool attendanoe 

the girls ou'tnum'btiU."' 'bhe boy$ to a no·tiQet.ble de(p"4!1e, espeoially in the 

ea.rlie:r years ·of th6 period of this 111tudy 'beto.re the e:f'feo·ts of the deprea ... 

lion dN fully felt. Before the depreuicn me.ny boys ha.d left high eohool 

and •eeured jobe or had never started to high tohool~ but from 1952 to 

1958 'bhe girb bad wry little advantl!lge over thll!l boy$ in number tnrolle~d 

in high eolwol. · In 1928 .. 29 tht girla outnumbered the boye almost tive 

thou.ta.nd or about 15%, whil• in 1932 ... 33 the girla outllUll!'bared the boys 

only about seve:nteu hund:r.a or bu.t 4.3,-€. 

The av!llrage daily f.ttende.nee in eltl!llenta.ey schools has dESer&IU'Ilfd, 

but :in both junior high Nld. ae:n:tor high $Ohoob- it has WX"Ilile.ted. However, 

When •11 students are t~~ together there ia a •light decrease. This 

deereate &:ppro~te$ 1.6%-

'l"he r.na:m.be:r or pupilt in attende.noe in th~t elero.entaey, jun1.or high 

achools ~d senior· high sahoole. and the total of all public elementa~ 

I!U).d seoondaey sohoola in KM13&.8 is listed in Table .IVIl '• A III!UM'fliY shows 

that there an more 111enior high tehoob th~~~n jun:i.c>r high sohoob in opera­

tion in the state of Kan~t~t.S• .'E!!, Thirtieth ,Bie~.i.O;~ .. ne12ort !!.£ ~ Sta.t$ 

Supe:rint~e:nt Uarh in U>36. only 77 junior high eohool prinoipale 'VIIhile 
1.1 1 "* • ~~ ~ 



x::t:,n,y • 1"r'END ron K\~r: , ttfnr.stA.nt )1: .r-naon 
HlG:!f, JiJID SUIOR JEICm ~HOOtS !,R Y~2l.JtS 1919 1'0 193"" 

Y~ . ~- · . ,._1., Total 
n.IUII MJtUI =•~~a~u=~~••m *lD:=ti'Qrs::o 1; ~~t=:r== = :~:=:= :== = :~:lll:.t~l' =·mi!J:::a:::::=:c=:l:::::t.=::::n~= :n:u ,1 1 :1 ;n:=:;::: 
liltctiiiii!Pi'l.IU.11 )l. I h;li1!1~1 W lfl 2

,. ~ (tJt ·,. I J Q ~~l~~~~!l: l,.,.l~~~:t.~~ HI, f Hat I b •1!oti , .. ,. '! ~ 'f" I 11'11 I*' Ill I I ~I!Ql"" IWR 

lfl&.l' 
1910-~l 
10!1-8$ 
193~85 
l9ae...!? 

.lll~,~fl:~~71 
1M.-13ffit!SJ 
llt.,l$6.64 
l2J,,~n~.oo 
119~546 .. 11 

124.,446f 00 
124,9tm.l.7 
120,.623.(112 
113,.119".,10 
11()"'669'"15 

·~~---'1-JIIil!lt. ll-P"IH.~ IWI'rl) l11.-FAtlll4 .. 1 .. 11f't.•M•t .1. 41111R.t1Jf_;Mt"'l. , I "$ _q 

li!S...!S 
l9SO.Il 
1983-3~ 
11~1$ 
ltlfi-11 

1$,4~6 .. 11 
loi,26t.tl 
15,013.61 
U,.Of36f:EJlaJ. 
16~3~"~~40 

l$.745.-00 
u.als,as 
llfi;~~US.S4 
lS.t?l~.u 
16,64H5~5l 

25$~ti40 .. GI.. 
25t,sse .. oo 
~~l9 $. 910. 46 
IS5,?es.30 
250 ,•~i,H5.86. 

21 ,241.11-· 
26,6'i'fh'79 
30,14~~~36 
12,808 .. 1& 
$S.OS9"9l-

II 1 , ,, . 1 I .,., • I '(:: N t dt!VlO l 'li:l ~ 4K'ufl1tJII=Jlfiflt tll'\tli'r J, r gJ IIIW!WI • WUII;Tll tl: tiF~l·Jlq I# fl kt .rl* t!Miiil'l II" I .·:owl~' 

192&..29 
1910-81 
190·13 
193~15 
1931wl7 

A,40$i.OO 
l51,tU.G7 
4/D.,lll.$& 
41. .,itJ.tl-66 
41.4}8$.10 

38~251·4' 
40.He .. tQ 
41~1?6wfl4 
4:2,1&4.11 
ii;tl'l4·li 

11.662.53' 
7f,.OOl.SS 
u,oa.11 
8411810.37 
H,'I07.3£V 

had U.'bl• thluu i'mt ~&if ot el ..... ey pupila attqrAing awhoola 
1n Ke.nr~t!t ~ tlJ;(lf S!OMol )'4tla:r lsaa...at •t'•u •l~a,. :us& 11.8~3.?th telMl•• 1u .,.rq• d~;i1r att~~·~ lM,-M6.00,t. tho tot.l .b l!ll.'VVU"a;e d.IJ.ly attanda.me, 
i56 .. a40.18. x. :U.~• ~,. nu to:r otbe~ ~· t:nd tc>l" jUU'lo:r and a~~~nior 
h1gh sehoe>l. th 

thtU"'8 wre 514 teniEtr hlp •hool parine:d.ptls. 'fh4tN nN l,O&i junior hit1£h 

eahM~l t~bsra ~.JIM to 4.-110 dni@l'" hl~b ~~KJbool t•aoho:r~h· )~IIUI¥ ot the 

aiallllr ~~ ati11 haw tho $.4 plc ot Ol"fJWlUltton I!U:I;d hA?e no o~ttmb+ld 



junior high echool1 thue fer the entire state the .senior high sohool enroll ... 

Eullnt ie m.o:r• than double the junior high sohool ~nr<'llme:nt. In the first 

ol&uls oity school ~~ry•tems, where junior high $Ghomls are well organised, 

during the lOhool year 1935-36, there were 17,862 junior· high 1ohool 

stud5nta 1~ avtrase daily attendance, while there W&re only 15,460 senior 

high attAdtnta in .aven.g1!1 daily attend.e:noch ln 1936 there -were 61 three­

yee.r junior high sehoole and 43 two• year junior high sohool I• 

Yet.~ 
I! ? lj :;. 8 

1929 
1931 
1933 
1955 
19$6 

TABLE XVII 

SHOWING GiOWfH OF SECO:NDARY SCHOOL ATTENDA'NCE5 

5 I 111 ! I : l l ,; ij( :.:1 : t: I t I ! I . ' i 

Grade$ . Jr. lh s. 
; : ::: ::= :::::':·: ;; :::::::::::::=:: .! 

256,$40.52 
159,$38.00 
249,503 .. 56 
235,'783 .. 30 
230t4l&.ea 

21,24,)..11 
28;576 .. '7'9 
30,143.36 
32,006 .. 25 
33,069.91 

i' :: 
81-. R,. s. 
; :: I 

71,862.55 
77,601 .. ~6 
82,032.73 
84J230.57 
86,707.~9 

Total 
.: : ;: ::;;:: ::: ::::::; ::=:: 

364,.704.16 
366~716.45 
36l,~479.6i 
352,819.92 
3601193.16 

= ::11 u:ur: !'l:nne:::nn:n::::mnn.:t • !t; u:: q:::::" ::;:::;::::::.::" :: 

Read table thuau Durin{5 the school yea.r ~tnding in 1929 • thft 
average daily a.ttendanee b:l. the F;rade tchools 1:n Kanaa.e was 256,840,52J 
the junior high sohool~;ver~e daily attendflll.Oe was 27,241.11; and the 
senior high 10hool average ded.ly at~endanoe was 71~ 6S2. 53J the total 
attendance was 354.704.16. In like manner read tor other years. 

In a aall o1t;r it i• undoubtedly nwre ex.penaive to a.dtquately 

provide tor a junior high school or chango the type of organi,ation tram 

an a .. 4 plm to a e...:3-.5 or eu:me other plan. Some 1\mlt\ller schools were ma.ki:ng 

the oha13ge 'but 'bhe rflttrenotmlenta neeeuary during the depression hal tiiKl the 

m.oTement, and it ha.a gained little ~enttU'Il dnoe that tbu!h 



h•~ t.()f.? p~b11~;~~ ol.at~ am 74$ publb Mgh 10lwols in the aeohool 

reu 11.:/UIJ·Z•• !he: fol1~ ta.'ble. fable XVUI, i1 tAken trom tbt!l sUlfl 

!,.\DLI J.nll 

!1B D!SfRIJ3UTIOlit 01 PUPILS ll' :fOUR !F;:u~a OF 
lUOi SCH00~·1110 1'0 1~861 

111 1=1 n nu t!U!'UHI''IMIQiit\ IMl 11JM nliliiiii'Cii:Pi*U t=!fUI:t=r:~::=:=:=r=:==r' ''ll'l!'lm.u: m=~= 1m= IN:=:.=. m:nM~=:=:=·n:;.:::::=::=: 

ttCU" 1~14 ltli 192$ ltiO 1934 19$* 

1et ·~-- 40.;1% &6.9~ ·H.f$ 3£1.1% :.M •• 31.,$" 38.41' 
bd 17~~ 11 .. 0% 1'1-.4-% ~1.~ 1'7·1" &1.~ 27.i~ 27.3'$ 
I nil 17 .. ~ lS~- ao.~ IQ .. l,r; IO·l" ~.e,c 11.9"' 11·2" 
·~ t.a .. ~ 16,.11' li.f:i' 1e.a~ ll·i" 16·6% 18~21' lthl11' 

.ielti tt.bl:~~t ·'th't.tw.a hi th• th'dte. ~'M~~ ltudtnti U1 th• t1rat ~ar 
tf M,p fi;h«afl WJ:I$ 41•9% of thl tC!ltal hip 8<$bt•1 ~•ll.m.ent b\ 1910, 
·~ ot tlua ttmN1Mo:t m 112:0,. sa.~ ot ~ tnft>:1l\Unt illltJ2411! se.~ of 
tho ~U.JdrJ.t i• ltat., 1e.l}( b. uas. "·"' U11tso~ .-m4 sa.e" 1~ ll\11!&. 
In like~ r'et.d to.- tn• otbM:t ~ra ot bi.P IBOhool• 

Th!lll -~ f.t1 W b.oldtng ~r> ctt the high lfltiHltt it \'!fell U.lu•trated 

lq ~'bl• XV!Ut la 1'910, t~ :tn ... ol.Aifti!J hl.fi ti.G'ft ~·f th& total $UJ'Ol:\ .... 

~t, while ~· •e•.r ~l•••o ·hd bu\ li.I:.C ot tbflt total ~ll.wmt. 

!hb'~ .. ,. tbM$ ad ~halt~$' •• 1\it!y etud•nt• Ul ·tbiJ h'e$~ tl••~·· 

•• in~ ••iol' •lwu•••• ~!'. tb• p$1'04m~e ot atud.nt~J la th~a 

e ~ff y., fe>lftcu.~, "M¥1\t;ll!ttical. ~rf of r•~~<ticn," Bullet!t.A of 
'' r r it1h $"1'1fol'ttz ........ 

l!!. ~'~ .~-~'· ~~-~.1?!!. ¥,.upJ~lq~, ~~~ a, :u~as. P• a, 
7 ~}?M; P• ;, 

* llli • lla~y. o. L-. 1 ~!'tu"ollmtlm.t T~• m1 Population Shirts, • 
.~~~tm •-~1 .!.,~11!.1, lthes&.ea. M•r UH5a .. 



fr'.e~~ el•••• o:m1tt.nally tt"Rae:ed unt!l ·:u~~. nten h a al1,ht 

imli>Mh tN~~ 1114 -. lfllfM. ll!t lgJS the troahwm. n~llmat hi.d dropped 

ttt • ,.,bt \lhtft 1\ WNJ -~y l•l t:bloi fl._ 11l1'1,«f &I th• I*DiO)' tm:rollm!M11t• 

~ ltlO •n ~ W.t1t•• ot all i"l!gh ~eb.ool .tttdcts wre h'ee•n• 

lRt\ u ltll· ~ •e-tnird •r~ rN.ebMJn .. , fhG tw•~ drop~ trom. 42,.g% 

•t the w-.1 in ltlO '$& .JJ.~ i# .1SM, e. dftp ({Jt i-.• •r the to't$.1 ~oll­

~ bt hlp -~1.11 th• -~"' .,...ined ~~t ~at.tt._.,. •• tar •• 

t111W0llafmt nt •--•~• ,...ltMiit~C a gabtllf "'"' ~ 3.$10 to 1t3£h tho 

jld~-N IM.,. ta •• ~. th$ lll'mion iM~aM th$l:t Pt'Olible.t 5.~. Tb$ 

•he..., e11tHI ,.,. iAw dl.J" IP'QU:fif ~ leu• :ln IM~" oet or enll.m$nt 

4wn- 1lld.1 ,oMo4h Jr• 1HO • ltH .• 'bhf opbOMc~ct ":ratntago ot onn>11-

~ 414 Milt O~fllt, 'b\'at ct.•U'$1l..,. tl.~ ----~ 1114 W 1118; the fN~ 

,.,.~. flftl~ 1•9 po:.bitl betwea ltl'O u4 1114. bU lntft~IMIK ·•"' 

:tr. 1934 tt 1tH• tb• jw:d.~Jt pt~tq• Wor~&tM l~tl J01!1&tt: tl"'JM 19~ to 

1ftM nt. d~~A • V p•lt)to ~ 191'114 to ltHt tb11 ••1oJ!1J ~;ained 1,.6 per .. :$--· po\Ltl:'t r .. 1980 'bo 1$1,, ·t!Wd lclt .,)$ h'a 1914 to lg~.. !bo 

~r•••1• tautw th• hf>1tU.~ ~l" or thtt hi&h •ohoola to b•~ treater. 

b!llt th-.t. uldbi. ~t~ ae~ to lm l•ll•~ in 1936 wha ~®nomic aon... 

ditton• Wl"$ ~~t imp~. 

roat•~ e;lv•• the kip aebocl ~l~ti f<Jr th~ii umt~M Stll.t~u' tn 

1$10 at 9li,:Ofll., th• ltM ONU'Ol:r...nt u &11 2,5 11131. the 1938 m::a.rollmont at 

5•974 11 63? 11 .l.n4 '*' ~,'\1\'!!.l~~ 1918 etol•t •• &,l.3&.1ea. Th• ••• &rt:lol~ 

also lir.taw tht pll'ti'Ofttl.gGt ot obild:Mim bet•• th• ll$~Ut ot t.out'tttm IIUld 

il ~ I ~ J:tli W f I U1 t Ill A . I • 11 Jr .. 
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a~venteen who a~e tn aohool tn different 6motions of the United States. 

The far west leads with 7&~ ot thia age group 1n school, the southeast 

ie at the bottom.· e.f the list with only 34%• Other acotionm of' th0 eount:ry 

range in between these tn tigure1 giving a total f<l:rr the ootU'ltey a.a e. .whole 

ot approdms.tel;r 61%. 

Jilus•en9 gives the following figures in regard to nUt~~:ber ot pupila 

b~•n the agea of 14 and 17 who e.tttnde4 high eohoolt in l890p 6.7%• 

in 11001 ll.4%J U119l0, .l6.6,CJ in 1920, !7.9"' in 1930., 5l.l%J &md in 

19M, 64%· :rhe iMrea.-_, :ba the f.'ou~ :rears 1930 to 1934 we.$ &.l.motitt u 

large· at tUlY prni..,ue ten Y••u• period• ··and: i\bout two ... thirds ot the boya IWd 

girlt of high so~ol $&& w.re in high school• in 1956. 

'the lE~>ngth ot eohool term• in weeks ha3 ctlwli;ed but little during 

the pauJt f'tw )l'&fl.re. !he tollowing 1nfome:td.on watil s~~t0u:red trom the ~:nty .. 

Stve:nth to !hirtieth Biennial Reports of th~ State hp$rintGlld.ent ot Public 

lnetruetion tor Xaneas. 

Year Wetke. Year Weeks - -
lS2S 31.59 1931 52.3 
1930 3£.56 19M 32.2 
19&.1 32.5 1936 32.4 
1932 $2.5 1936 33.2 

The length of sehocl t•rm in weeks fluo.tuated aomewhat tro~ yea.r to 

year but ·cmdflld with a lOl'lg$1' aohool tetm in 1936 tha:n the fl.Vti!l'ctge S()hool 

term ot 1929. 

';,,' 
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Detten'bau&hlO !ll. hia a:rtiole entitled Etfeots .2£. ~ .~str~u:t,o;tl 

uEon P~bl~o. ,Jtll,EmUm~"!l ~ .. ~.O.l!~.~ .~~.<?ole, t1;ins the following 1nf'or.m.e.• 

tiona 

In 1930~ 69•~ of all ohUdren £rom. 6 t~ 20 years ot age were in 
school. Du::r:i:ng the depression toonomy wat11 neoessa.ey but misguided 
11h'r' 1t ,.plf,Oed good oom.pettent teachers with aheap1 inoompetent 
ones, did away with all or nearly all e:x;pe:ruU.turea for iMl"EEas:U~g 
the ettioh:o.oy ot our aohoole, deertai!Sed the lengt~ of eohool year~ 
and :red:uoed aupemsion~ 'There was a. deQrtal!le in l!lupervitsoru of 
appro:~imately zs.a% £.rom 1930 to 19M, and a cieoree.se of 48% in 

. ele:ment•u"Y· i!Johool prinoipals, m:U.e ourtdlment of stll\i':t:'$ for ha&.lth, 
attm:ldt.nee .ud dental w.otk. wae quite Apparen:t. 

On tlie Whole qualifi.C:U!\tione of' teaohers in tha'later. depreedon 
yeGU"a eeem1 'to be higher than in :u~~e. Eduoa.tional legislation du:r-
1~ the dep~u:ton inonased. ent:rancuit atumal"da to the teaching pro-­
tes~d.on t.nd oa.uaeci m.a.ny a.lree.dy in the proteiiJsion to oom.plete 
addi tio~l. pt-oteasional tr&.:tni:ng~ · 

One ot th.tJ mQat ae:ri.oua t)ffeot• of the depread1:1n 'M!I.B the el:lmine.­
ti(l)n oro eurtailln.ent, bf over a~ of the schools, ot instruction in 
va:riou• f'ieldeJ 1.$ mudo,. art_ phydoal eduot.tion, ete •. Why these 
ure elimi.nattd Q.f an ecouoll:tf meas'l:l~ cannot "W1!1l be expldned, 
Adnoe the.•• olC!l:sses wtrft usually la,rger than in ~othell' ~tubjtots, 
ther&bfllltald.:ng the oost per pupil•rE!Oita.t1on l.e$S• · The elimina­
tions wer• pmbs.bly d.ua to the taut that me.u:y peopltll began thinking 
of' eehoob in tenne of the old 3 R • *• There waa a decu•E~al& of 30% 
:f.':nna 19$0 to 1934 in the value of' ta:t books and edueational euppli&s 
bought by M!hoolSJ. how-ever, part of th1$ value deomtuae was a.bl!lor'bed 
by ebea.per prioea on text books and suppli&$• Speo1al schools and 
cla.seeet .tor exoeptional ohildr~n seemed to weather the depresdon 
better than most other edue&tional depa~ente. 

'What is impo:rtent in edueation? Namelyt the thi:n.gs that ruke a 
difference in the life of the ohild1 be it mathematics, foreign 
language~ ~~io, or SOM$ other subject. 

ChangE!Je in the ourrioult. of ~ school a, the dropping of m:uaio, 

•rt, and similar subjeotm during the wtret of th~ ~pl"$~~ion years un~ 

doubted.ly c:u~:u.sed a lenenil'.lg of educa:t;iona.l oppo:rtunitill'llll fUld educa.t1onal 

services ia some of the aohoolsJ however, by tho cloe$ or tho school year 

.... 11 )ll t ¥1PA" A f" t 11!1.,.,.. 



in 1930 mod of th• IIU:!tbject,- hld. baen rettored where they ha.d beo:Q. dropped. 

'fhe to'hoolt etntinued to enroll a lt.rgtn." and larger num:bel" of high lllohc.·H!>l 

utude.nte d.urirJg the depri\H!!Iion1 :1n faot the d•pr&llldon ue:med te be an 

1.:1.4 in tlu\t direotion rather thu a hil'llinnee, e.nd this 1noreeu!le 'Mf.IIJ made 

•• red®M .ndget•• .Also- du:rbg the.laet f:~JW ye-.r• the number of standard 

tUltil llh;tper::to7 ru.ra.l acth.eole hill.$ inc:reaatd.• lt. seoml to }.)e the aeeepted 

polioyf 'hat onoe a.etandard or superior 10hcol rating be obt~1ned, it 

alutt 'be kept.. Loo~ $0hool pride in the 10hool will not let it be lowered., 

tlau$ tb~t tt•l rwmber ot ":rat•du achools h111 i•n•et.aed. 

Net rdl happening• during the dep:reed.o:n ca:n be put en the credit 

aide •t the: ledg•:r* fhe:re wre som:e oat~u• et. m:i~ament and. unwite 

eq>ell4!:ttttl'tl!f ot sohool money, '.rhe nuw.bel" of l"ural eohool d.it~~triots whioh 

held on 1» their 1.ocal sohool$ in apite of high tuea am poor, inexparieuoed, 

teachers, that their lbttited budgets toned tha to hire, is a good e~ple 

of thei!l Padng del'il"$ 0t the communities to beld on to eld habits and 

eus.tmwUib 'J!'hit i'$0t c8i:u.eea ~Y inequa.U.tia~ in educational opportunitie.s 

in the nra.l di.I'Jtrl.cte ot Kanse.lh !n 1936, Ke.wtae: had .SS districts wlth 

tUl G.Ttftge daily- attettdall.Q$ Of' One pUpilJ 131. nth 2 pupilSJ 202 p with 3 

pupil$1 md. 1,655, with less thfi.Xl 10 pupila.ll It iu obviou• tha-t sehooh 

with SJ\llll)h pall~onnge daily atte~e 'WOuld havq en ene~tts ao$t on. a 

p.a~r pupil Pf':t' JIIW,l'ltb bald.t, 'When compared to largf!or eohools, IIW.d with OM 

:tn a gra.d• ther·e would. be no element o.t o-.petition to a..1.d the teacher in 

intentstlng tht obild 1li ita work. NinetE~ten dbtrieta had a 0$111'!JU8 of one 

llllti'! t If 1M lit 1 II 'I' •1 t 1¢ ' 1¢ ltl.'+'l,.,_.,.. 
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ill'l* ~ pupil• a;b all. and tlGi fl.itt:rltt.1!J hWt tt. OW,I~$ (ttom tl tQ 21 Y"'rl 

ot q•} tt tG ~»I" l$~Wlll pup1l.t.• S~ iWM9ht ~111 at low ttU.l I2SO £o:r Ill 

~1 t~t.l·•i¥17 Wt. l.ViGd, SA -~ ~~~-# J..a4t t'hD I aiU.tt tclwol tax. 

lOft· t. ~lw ~\lla* 'bll\\$:11, ••!\ 1. t~ 1~nAl<l be $11.!3 p@)~ ~Jh :till 

~ 1'11+_.1 it wQltit -- k• -.h o'N1.l' to kA.W .-t tbl:it ~J~hildrtm. to 

JJWO~• •~•l• ~· Pf141<l td.tlwa ~ ~~~ti01a oh~,...~-

~~, Ml:p te ~· i"~tallf prJ~!" !il&h "heel •tu4•ntt ._, tlw 

IU.t ctw. b7 tk• l&ti~l Gov•~t thn>~h tn• lllt1ont.l t~~th .Ai.&:td.nlata• 

tt.a.. t~• ~!.~~ • martd.n n1al:H~:r of' ft%7 tlil~ studets; over 16 y•r• 

fJt ~t•• wn ~111114 w work ~Mtd ~ Pl"t ot the ~~~~~nt'l• ot att-.mlift& 

htch ~"1~~ O·NltiwM t.14 ~114 upo;Xl oa~uc t.heir Yhiool Wllrk in a 

•••:u!k$IISM ~· 

1. ~· ~ lllf' :u.:bnu•ittl ttM~d 3145-ghtlJ 'but tru. nmbar of 

~1~1 iar•il~ ~ hom. l.SIS tQ· ttN• 

1. ~fjt.Oh•jl Cti$AltS.utitm. a~~tntll 1l/IIU:.,. Mae/! dur~ tl:d.l ~ 

;. G.rl.d• Mbi'Jol eu~lbt~imt 6MI'eal•~ '~~!Ail• junt~t~ hit;h tGhool m4 

hi~:h ll!fillhl&l arol'luate intrM.HI!• '~ otr.ud.dfu:tac all thHtt t1P*• of 

Mb$ol• th• t.tal .t:M"oll.met '"r•aseta l.s,:~ 

4• fhtr• aft I'!Or6 boyl than C1t11 b)! (!;.Md. $(l)h.Oo-11, but l'KIH cirlm 

·than boya 1• J~.0r bi~h IIUd h11f;h Mhool•• 



Ell 

3. the •jer1ty Of. th& ID!\ller ~8 lltill b&W ·t,b(!!l S.~ typft of 

Nh~ol org~.n1~:«ition flM do not have j.unio:t h!'h achoolt• the alev•n .fir~Blt 

cl&tt& o:!:tbu1 hi~~,'Vt M:ll'fh thM half or. the juni.o:r bit;h. 1ohool enroll:m•nt a.nd 

<)rtl:y ~bout OM IUt~ of tbft 181l!OJW hilh ltrhKl _,l1:lllwmt. 

6., f!l:l htld~ ~I' (Slf tho high I!W,d'I:OOlll i.l'Jitn1.8$d dud~ the 

<l.,·Jr••ld~ y-.l"t.~ • •e,_:i-..'117 in tho j'®J.t>r am\ md.or ~:tlh 

f.. From ltlO w lf#M m~lb'11Cm:t U1 th• hi~,:h ehooh <'f t~ 'Unit~ 

ltta:t•• !:t~~n••t.~ •vly ~. la la~l thl\ p!t:r o~n.t 1nth"'lllltl.f• it~ MJI\r~r 

~ well" tll'ii ~ pef'1ei tlhf tiM• 

e. ~-t•lf two thirdl ot th,$ t;cr• ~t.Ud &irlflt ot' high whool ~· 

"" ~ fi\t~l.D& HMoll.- OU.gh ~Mlt)U)ol ~· um:ud.d.eM\Id ~~ 14 to l'J 

hwltnd~T4h) 

~·~ fbt'n W'lll ~ 1c1111 in .t'Wl'.tat1~Ntl :i«u"Vieel 'Whe muu:t.c, ~. 

h_. ••n•i<Ut1 ld.AdGliJ~~&ntm, ht!lll.lth ~ tl~~;l emo"a11 extr•-ourt•ioule:c 

uttvltiil\11 fltc-.$ p~uet1 of the ehf.~- tltMUI, w•N r~oo t'r~ ~ 

pro,ft:lai Of Mlnf $1b.Q«!t1l$J ~-r, Bl't Of the IC~lt th'!l.t mAd• th'«iU!_, 

8tNntll•7!1.tl het.,. MW· repl•urd ~*'t they dtdont1mt~ durlng the years ct 

"Wmtlt fi~i•l ·tlepl"$flht1on. 

10 .. 1. t. A. a14 helpt4 ~ •tW14mtl tG rSl1dn in. sc;hool '11/hen 

without it they '#\mUld m>t M.V'I b•m e.blllli to lfntil>r OJ" "ould havt btw fo:ro~ 

to dftp eut dWI'i\11 t.be Ahool t.m. 



nw a~hoole $r ltm$lltUJ t.r~t~ e. p~.rt of 'h$1" wey ~t:t"Jl»tUH• ':th.ey 'be&am 

W'ith her ur~. hta. ... ~~ W'ith btl~ g~l' and )aft~ ~vml into all 

h•r his'tltrr• IA~• •• et·tltilld. in 1854 ~ ia 1•1• tha-n tour month~ ~ 

chool •• .,~ ... Na4 m l&&7 '- hi&b aenool wat ttm~l1shed thetH• 'l'opJ~l«it. 

•• Mttl6d ir.t. ~~'be:t of' 1854 ~ •t>l)' th~ ~:ttt llll~:r a •chocl. •~ 

opE~~ am\ th• "'!<>P'!ktlt> ••~" ... to~l J~n~ 2 11 1856.. i!hat 

hap~ ia ~-· two plaoGtm -~ HpMtt<!t Ul ·cnt t:orm or lnQtht~:r in Wflf'Y 

town tUld l:'alflt 1n· th• t~t~rrl:tcr;,"'• !Maa tn:va h4U' l~tt etock of New 

f.ngli\U'td •il~t• c'btd:dd m iatGal!MI liltein t~e>=- Hbo();li~~ 1.'h1il!l't tl!M"l)l" 

Mheole weft 1.11 '!!Nl11~~ey aovil!tuenta as Ku.s"t 'ft1l~ A M:rr:i tory Mel. no 

Jchool lt.w• •.apell~ tbllli: e~~ttabU~t t~t altll~l•· F!>O~ tho;e vol-unt!IU'Y 

m,o-,t~mmtt have G~ en.:tr prtu~tnt. J;ie.y whool tfl~~r 

lelRs' f'1:rlllt 'tllontt1tution, the ¥~tte Ctnttitu'blon~" provic!too 

~t the le:$11111-.t.UN tmctul'lil 4lUJt•&'bliah "A uuit"<:lm •;vtt• of c~rt l$f#h0011.,. 

tmd f.WhOOltlt of hitht&r gf'lld&• ab!"Ming no.,.l_. p~n.'tOrJt ~ol1~1li;t• 

ud uniyereity d~t,Q•! 

PJutiol\lly ... ey ~ 1ft KDI«U~ has -. ll.re;4 br3Ak or ;~tone 110hocl 

buili'ihlg, o~ ·t,1w l""~ult bu.!ld!ng in th• tt'llm:~. 41 bui lt b)" lllllf' ... tmposed 

tUfUII, lla.M M.t t~he:r• p&id b)' tl:u~J •e.mt l'iHtlfOj!ObJI.p\Ued tbltrthodw li'f"S ttUOb 



~~Wl.S~• i'l ttaua :£)~b!lble t.nat !tnJ&&I !Ill ~ttroll(;ly in tllVOJI' ot hex­

tlduoati~nt.l pf'C'g1'11..~ IIW4 'b~U . .v•• bl h~~:.r ~hoob. 

In eM1tider'!ut th• oett of eehools to th+a~ p\t\11i(l, till in~t:1 tut:ton 
lllf beiug delllt lflfll'"h tha:t f.U)'ntributea to. the pr~tllUl)·rv&t1(1~ .md ~c .... 
WMmt ot-. matdoa,l. ~~our;··tJ (}f prla..ey btpo~m~h It the aohool 
deet :u.~.~ •* peo:rly, blt•11ft:tua.l h•l!'ltt.;t 1• d.tplet.•• lt the 
ith41)ol 1t sttronc«h thit heritl.&tt 1t tm'lllimOilld• Upor~, thh ttmdtttd:nti-1 
$lltlltld .. aeNtia "'"' thtt olda ,,f tli~~~t publ:to tebool tot' a. tha," of 
~ !lltat• iorH~t•lh f!'h()li:lfl$ a'hould not ~ litiradd.t:rtd on eott fllonflh 
~ ~t .of ••n!.ot.$ .f'um!Jhed am thtt lmpon~• ot the t~~nt&:r­
'ri.M to ~ /'!~tuN c.t C)ur na.ticn !Jhoulcll b~ contidel"$d, d~ with 
oo•t• 

Ul.leh ot ~. 1Jli~U"'t.I\H,.4 oo.at ot ooboo1• t1.noe tn. World 'f!ll.!" hae 
~t!hJlt.,.d tr.e 'th"' tact tNA.t. about oM f<Hll"th of tlM' mml alfl.ll&cl itt. 
the inrlt wn tor t.l1 prM<tioll\1 purpoab1 :tlll urate and •lmost 
bt~lpl••• in fll. e,l"Ht ~ocp~r~t.iw tmd6rt.e.k!~;. Tbu1 our country 
l~o~b~ a JntCl'W!l of c~tq ~~~ bcttttt't •r• 4llf'tieient ahoob 
&1'ld Mtuftlly thlt~~ ha~ Oll.illt monl' wme,-.ili 

Jl,Mtber ret.10:n tor 1mt"t~AS8d nhool coat1 cv•r twent7 ~r thi:-ty 

7et.t'1 !lgO 1a the improvw~t in tll!i qual i t•r of edu.oational oppoM:•t~ni ty. 

!hC!I l.dditiott ot nP *'..lbjel!irtl, ·bh~ 1ntNdU$tifln of: ld.nde~~~~J~, junior 

h1B:h mclwol~!,. m~ j®ior "ollet;~~ 1n:to U:vllt t.reo ;;nlt:ilio edt:~e~tion~.l 1$11~ 

could nCtt be ~e.ompli ~l\$!1 lid thout 6~ ~d~ ~$ll$t'h ln 19tJJ ~b()'Ut 3'% or 
our na:tiow il~~ ll'llat ~t~ttded tor all pu'blio sehoolfl1· 4 In tbm «:~t;~.mfl 

f<d.!' tho pureht~a Uld tl~mtlcm ot th• tta.tion •a paw~~~Wgi!!n• automob1l•e e. ott 

f'1w t11!lMUJ ~.~ l!ll"UOh ae flduo~tion. The r-alfl.ti<>n 'bJ&twm th1 ~t1or1al 1ne~. 

thE> Oo~tt of (ll~Qdit!•ll!1 1 at~d tht& •oat or IO'hoola~ ht4$ btll&!l ltM:t•l.y {.:®tftMt 

tor tho 1~.at t~t)t y!lus~.rs. ~m ttu.-ough th~ d•prEJetd.on yea:r111t (~•~~~~ 

T~blllt vn anti x .. ) ·· Th41> tu\41 autho.r gins the ao•t ot• e. ye1ru'"' 1 tohooling 

8 Jc\ha 1.. lol"tcn~t ""l'hlll Cotit ot W.d.uoation Fr. th• Vif11WPQ1nt or the 
-boolt 11 tt ~~,~~ e .~R!J.1,ctil• V$l• 31• PP• 18fS...9. Jbl.rah II, U30~ 

• ~~~. a· .~,s..Y.*, P• 3af A 



.in ~U!' p~b1t. lliCboalti •l•~nt.l\r~r, hi~t;h $OhoO'l1 md. ooll1111ge AI :'llH fo7t" 

1!130 &Vi~"'" f'o-r tlt~ 'tJn1t~ .~to,t$a., 

'L~l 't~Ul:a1:t l~l ELptly tStat~a5 

11w 'tillillt~r l1lOW je>!Lnt.ly rooku th" f!ri!.dl'f Yd.tb thllll llllQ~;h431r 
~,. tutuN ttl ~our d~nor d~J upon th~ thorough:netUJ w:U;b 
wbioh thil job 11 ~~lb~l. ~h ~Ji thM !\lit:U~t booOf1lll I. C!Ollo­
tl't'tut<tr ttr a btl .... u~ th~t othfJ:f'l•· f.o 0. a contributor, ~ 
I!V~Ait h• ~tM11 t4)) be~~~ otiia •uut be pr~~~~ .• and the 
t.a'M:r' 1 job la t~ l()olt a:tt•t- ~t p~Rti(trh 1':9 llUI!It P"'~M 
JliMB ~ Mf!Jt 'Whlll\t~r problt"UJ my ~;.r.blll! in cn;.r- mp1t'l.l!f ethqint; 
pru1t~nt '"' t!i!vtl.l"tlon... · 

Ia ttl• nhii».ol YQQl." of 19£7 ... 29 the ten public junior oollet;Gs oi' 

lat~~u <mNl114 1. TillS 1tu<Jienta while in l935t.S3 with the t.\~diticJl ot ~ 

u:nt ~oll~~ttt~t th., urol-mt ws 3,486~ Itt 1921•28:, tbfl: klllder~tu•tent in 

th• ttrt:t ~ teo<md e111UII cltiet of itM.I*-1 had an •Mollm~t of 511 649 

pupilt~t ·M4 t1a lt$&-36- th•· tUC~~ gttoupa ot a1t1•• ht.d s_oa9' pupil& ~nroll..ett,& 

fheae ~llment tis:u-r@l$ glvcr. foro kinder,~u-tfml >~nd junior oollGg4\l!l 

of KtUUmt~~ ·tend to allow t. dea1!'$ tor ~~ • .,.~ 'fK\uoe.tiQl.'l81 sll!lni<HUJ and 

b.lo~~~Ja•td od~a.t.l~l .(>ppon~mit1ea tor th• ~uth cr Ke.nett.t. eva in th~ 

ttA$ ot incn,"•••..t Oll)Jltl that Mtur.lly 110t~ld ooa -.u • :r~ttult ot a.dd:l.ng 

then two b~~'M!Ill of our edoo!Ltlm'll\l tJIIJtif!m. 

In 3~ ~t l~ae -. joint pv()!n.m.-.. 1nat1tuted,. by the l«natu; 

Stat. 'teaohfl:r'tll As ~coo f.•tion @d. the .~~tat. D$pi~~t or iduo&t1on of' I.MU'lUI # 

in. f~1~ 1. 1~ t1:111 p:ro,r• to:r the 5.-p~t or :lntt2NOt1on 1n 

the elmemt•rr ehoole ot th~t l"ta.tG'w 'lbtty sm:nAr~ h11lp t:r't'.W the 

•unio\11\.8 ct.m.tultant; ot Pcmabodlf Ccll~i~ig• of li&lhlrllle » T!ltlmt••••• Tliw 
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intensive plul.at ot this ~rk will ooOUJ?"l app:r•oximately- fivE~ yee.rs 1 time 10 

but the @::lCt4Jndvt ph&S$ 1d ll be OOlttinued ill Ill. pema:nant :f."'.uwt,.OXl of the 

State Depariment o£ I~uo~tion. 

Jcm oour11.tat ot itudy wera torm.Ulated w1 th the ad.vont of the fl!OOial 

1rbuditus pr$grd• Fomtrly eoureea of etudy were written in 1:erms of par;e 

text 'boek a.fldg:rmu:m.ta. Th4!1 BO<')ia1 studies oour!lttJ of etudy wrd.'l written in 

~me or $ocial stUdies units.. the 1.l!OC1al studies unitet r!llanlt.erl in 

oh~ing t~aching prQat!O$ t~ the reoitation Of lee1ona frrnn basal texts 

to a. type of p:t"'Oedure wh.&N;t sooie.l activity dominate::h Teaahel'!'! are 

lee.:rning to e>:rge.niae a $OOie\1 sohool, to ooordina.to a.otivities, to u.s111 texts, 

libl!'&ry m&tea-ialth and community resouroE.Ht as aids in solvi~ problem.e~e 

The life of th$ child is intluenoed directly by the equipnent and eupplie1, 

housing a.nd IS~l':dtli\tion, oomm~m1ty rellJouroee~ teacher t:raini:n:;t and she 

of olassli!.lllh . The teu~~;oher•s big problem h the d.evelopnum.t, under our nn 

aocial $tud1•a progrwn; ot healthy$ happy, etfioient eitisena, each one 

developing according to his own capacity. 

Another indioe.tion that the peopb of Kansa$ l\.:\7$ interested in 

l,etter l!Dhoollll 1Jll $hewn by the repart on the nm.ber of classified ele:ro.ente.ey 

eohol!)ls of th~t t·tatih ln 193& ... 36 th~:re were 363 Cla$:s .1 el~Jmentaey schools, 

in ClasiiJ B, there wtre 7$3, M1.d. in Class 0, therQJ nre 146 ...... a. tot-.1 of 

1.272) in 1938 .. 37, tht\'NI nre 431 in 01\\fi.A, in ClauD Sl4, in Ob.u 0 

197-· ... w:t th a total of 11442 schools in the olauifi~d. lists. 
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The lecblature of lta.nea.e paued t. 2% retail edea tax e.nd •ar­

ma.rked ia,ooo,ooo .tor the 13tupport CIW.d equalbation of educational opptrtun ... 

1t1t$ in 'th• tlemsntaroy sthoolt of the atat$. <AllOthe:r $2,400,000 wae ear­

urked f"o:r stOial ••urity and the bt.lanoe waa pro-rated back to the 

eount:tea3 5o% on VJ.lua.tion and. 50% on population, to be divided among all 

ot the tangible prop•rty t.ax levying pc;lttioal sub•divbiont, and the 

tohool dist:ritte "'' in lbe to l'$0fi1Ve oonaidere.ble refund on their 

property tax, a• more money is levied for sohools tha.n for any other taxing 

eub-divil·io:n in the varioua oouni:iie~J. 

the taneae state Oonstitution provides that the etate legislature 

shall make no dittinotion between m&les and females in providing eduoationa.l 

opportuni:t1ee .!'or the. youth of! the state. The eetatu of: persons dying 

without heir or will, mon«.9,)" pd.d for •xemption from military duty, fines 

for a.rcy- b:reaeh or penal l1we, .and tax on dogs shall be applied to the 

support ot Gohools. 8 Education is oompuhoey for all• .. even the deai':, mute, 

and blind have sohoole provided :f'o:r th&m, and a program of eduoation ie 

carried on in a,sylUW4 for children and 1~ state institutions of oorreotion 

for the youth ot the atat€h School boards may establish night ~SChools and 

pay tor thmn frOl'll the public 1110hoQl f\mde ot theiJ> district. 'l'heee above 

mentioned laws indieate in some degree the interest or the state or Ke.tuuu1 

in providing educational opportuni tiee tor her children. lt is mu.oh cheaper 

tor the state to provide public schools for her youtl'P than to provide train ... 

9 nytarl;r Expmst ot the Juvenile Delinquent in the KMse.e Industrial 
School," National Jr.d.uoation .Auoo iation, Research Bulletin, Vol. 10 .. 
September 19!1,' P• 183. ' 
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ing on the state tnauat~ial tanna. It baa been round that the yea~ly 

expen111e of tho average ~unn1le delmqu.nt in tho Xatuua.s lndumt:rial school 

it $406, fe:r o adult h -the penitentiary tseo.og, t.nc1 flfJr the average 

ohild !tl· nhool; tlO?' .21. 

T.AlllLI XIX 

IA'llO OF EOOOATIQWAL STATUS OF JPR!SODR! (XJ 1923) TO THE GEtmRAL 
. . · PORTLA!IOI OVEl TI'B:lfTY..oOD nwts OF AGJlO 

Lal!lt sahool 
a.ttende4 

:: J,;;. I iii :I i! I j! : 

Elementa~ $0hool 
High sohool 
College 
Sehool not nporbed 

Per cent in general 
: . ~o8u.:~~~i1o~ i ;I: : : I 

per cent in oo:mmit­
me:nts to ;eri son 
; , ,,,; ) I ' l J 

67.5 
16.4 

3.4 
3.0 

Read table thueu In the genen.l population (.11.1% ot the people 
attended the el-.ntaey 11110ho~l the laet place they ftl'fl in aohool, while 
67.5~ of the priso:nera lett 1111chool While in the elementar,r eeotion. Read 
in like :manner tor other aohoola. 

Table XIX tftdicate• that an education is of same benetit in enabling 

a per ton to 'become e. bet~r, Ml"e ettioient 01 titen. There were abo1:1t 

thr..,.:ti.tbhs a a mat1f pr1BO:n.ers; Wh& had atte:ndtd high soho~l, aa there 

•• on the average in the general population. h s'tllldents wh$ attended 

oolbge had a still grea.ifer per oen-t. in the:l:r t-.vor as only about he.lt' as 

:ma.n.y prisel)nel"t attended oollege u there were :people who attended oollege 

in the general population. 

10 trle.t:lo ot Edwua.tiolUU. Statu111 ot Priaoners, in 1923, to the Gtmen.l 
Population over Twenty"One Years of Age," ieeearoh Bulletin ot the National 
Eduoation Association, Vol. 10, September !§!2, P• !~5. ' -----, 
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From evide:tlllle presemted, the inmates et prisons are not u 

intelligent on the aven-ge eu those out8ide ot prisons. This lliiiW1& a:rtiole 

1ht.s the median 1ntel:Uc,e:ll'l01t quotient of all prieont:tlll tested as 77.4, 

where the ~~:ra.l average wolilld, of Olt)Urllle, be 100. 

TABW XX 

IDUCATIONAL ACBl~T OF FO.UlllUl'IDRED 
. rxrn.;.rrou:a l?RISO'N1&Rsll 

; = :"=: :: ;. : ;;;;:q:;: : ; :: : 1 1: : ! ; ,. 9.\. : : ! ::I I ; ; 

Never attended. ecl1ool 
5th g:r$de or lese 
6th to 13th grade 
9th grade 
High seho<tl (One yea.r o:r more) 
Oampleted high school 

Toti!Ll· 

lh4~ 
42.6 
4fh8 
4.6 
~lu.4 

.2 

'·:: : 11; _11 ' " == u 1 · A & t:J' = ._ '! J ·= r ; c' Hr J 1 . ; J .r 1 1 : 1 

Read tablt thutn Of .the 464 prisoners 2.4% never 
attended any sohool. 42.6% :reached the 5th grade or lese. 
Read i:n. like manner !'or other· groupings .. 

fable n ind:ida:t.es the hnpo:rtanoe of eduea:bion in training the youth 

o:t the nation to beocme ueetul,. ·$,lf'-1Upporttng oitben1s. l!llore than 90% 

of the 484 prisoners e~udted haA not gene above the eighth grade in school 

and nearly he.lf ot thaa wtre f'itth grader• or 'below. 

~xp,nditure• t0r education in the. United States in 1924 wa• 

$2,836,000 ,000. Xn the ea:me year the people epent more than ten bU lions 



ot clo11a.:ra tor autcnnob1ltll, tobaco~t, eof't drink$, theaters, candy, 

jflweley. and ~thet- a.rtiel&$ li•ted aa luxuriea.l2 lome oomparat:lve 

G~Xpenditu.rea t:or 1030 ar'$ listed in the "lduoa.ti•nal Events,• in Sohool 

.!!,! .~eoi~~l•llS Cc.uwt111 of pu'blie tx\hoola, ta • 600 .ooo ,000. life insun.noe, 

ta,ooo,ooo.ooo. luxuries" ta,ooo,ooo,ooa~ b~Udil.lt; construotion 

f1tOOO,OOO,OOO; awl. a.utGme>bilea $12,500,000.000. Theile .1930 :f.'ig;un• tend 

tctl indioa.te tb.a1 aohtolt a.re :n0t 111ft:rburd~tnaome aa tar e.• ooata a.:re oon-

CCIU"lled• lfo"Mvtu:•1 b;r 1930 a.utomobilee oot.tld :no lo~er be ola.ued as a 

luu.ey but were really 111 the li$Cet1Jdty olau emd -.round 20% of the· total 

inoome ot the trJ!ite~ Statet we.• apent for the plll"'MA1~ and upke$p of oo.:rs. 

A. Refte.rth Bulletin ot the Na.tional Edu.ca.tion Auociation tor 1928 

mak:Ctf the ~t'bateent th&t, '*ltealth at a rule i• & pul'!)hasabh O()llllllOdity and 

the priee it .education • .-1• It Httll the tollowing ts,ota to l'liUppo:rt the 

etatem•nt. rr• 1815 to 1810 the averagE! dt&th r"te ptr 1 ,coo people W&$ 

28J front 1850 w 1900 the death :rate we.s 26t in 11:100; it "Was 17.6J in 

1905, 16t in 1910, l5t in 1916~ lfS.6J in 1920_. 13•1J in 1925. ll.S. P:rob­

abJ,y there wre oimer taoteu.•s as wall aa education involved in this 

df.tcn••a.•·• in the death rate, but education •• thee :m.oet :tmportant tutor in 

preparing doctors~ ~1entists1 and. sptcialiats to:r their v~rioue.rields of 

11 "Ooeta or Luxuriee and Education 1n the trnittd Sta:tes. ill ~1924," 
lndufrb:ria.l . .!!'.!! Jag&ll&lnt, Vol. 18, P• 295t August l92fh 

13 "Expenditures tor Public Sduoation ~ the United States," SOhQol 
.Dr;nd So~1e!l, Vol, 13, PP• 581•2, ~ 2, li'UU. 

14 "The Founda:bion tol'" .lfealthtul lAving Is Laid 1n the. Public 
Sohools," Reaearch .Bulletin ot the Ne.t1cnal Education Aaaooia.tion, Vol.· 6, 
1028! P• 6S.' I "' ......... -- .. 
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la.bo:r.. l!ihethor or not the people in general r~a:lho the val uo or ed.uoa.~ 

tion in pramoting health, the people of K~sas •re willing to $Uppo:rt their 

free publie sohool system. However, Kansas ie lagging far behind some or 
the other ste;too in atate aupport Of' education a,nd only l"ElOOntly With th& 

introduction of the retedl sales tu with a. portion o£ it ~rmal."ked for 

elemontf!U'Y sohool• Mill Xe.nae.• eta.l"ted on . the road to state support of' 

eduo~tion -.m equdhation ot educational opport'tlni tieth 

the ten l!loOial,..eoonomio goe.b li$ted a.• most desira\'ble for the 

individual ".American" l!l.nd towards which our eehoob .should strivetl5 

1. Heredity etrength 

a. Physical eeeurity 

3. :Partioipe.ticm in skills, teohnios .. knowledge 'VI'l.lues, 

5. Sui table oooupation 

6. Eoono:mio seeu:rity 

1. Mental stourit~ 

a. Equality of opportunity 

9 .. Fr11edom 

10.. Fai :r play 

No matter what the vocation, an eduoat:ion is vllL'l.uablEh Bigger and 

effio:bna:y comes au .a result of eduoation. 

11;1 I l fbOI(I ;ql t1o ••• f 'II'AH 

15 'tTen Sooia.l loonomio Goah Momt Dtn:lrable for ·t;;h.., Individual 
.A:rl:t$r1can11 n Re;;aroh Bulletin 2!. ~ ~~t.i,g_nal, Bduoation AI aooie.tion~ Vol. 13. 
Yay 19361 P• · " 

I 
' ' 
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1. Early pioneutra ot lant!Je:.l founded. aohools a.e aoon a.s they had 

settled, and their ~ple and spirit still lives today. 

2. lCanse.st first eonstitution provided £or e. cemplet~ system o.f 

sehools. 

~. Stu:vey$ made during the Wo:rld Wa.r bx-ought to light the tact 

that llll.ey men were pra.utically illiterate~ and the nation ·bherae:.fter 

instituted .. prog~ or eduoation free to all. 

4.- About 3" ot otn" national inoome has 'been and b being apent tor 

~JChool•· 

5. In our present day eiv11he.tio.n, the job of the teaoher is muoh 

more tm.portant than 1 t we.& in the da.ya of the 5 R' s when prog:rest and 

6.. The number of' etudenta in kindorg.&:rtens a:nd junior colleges has 

doubled since 1928. Thim is an 1ndioation of' 1n<H·e~u1Jed. educational 

opportunity. 

1. A five year program for the imp~ovament ot instruction in Kansas 

was instituted in January 1936 under th$ direction of the State Board or 

a. The soo:tal etudiea prog:re.m he.a replaced the old t&xt book method 

of teaohing, and the ~phaait now 11 on •ttempting to tit the child t~ 

function in a oh~ing environment. 

9. l'h.t number ot tfola.sldtied." elementaey schools hae been trbead1ly 

l 
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10. the rll'l.tln of $2 1 600 11000 ftl &e.J!'mQ.rked fa~m the 2% retail tllalos 

tax for ·bhlt support &.nd equal illation of eduolll.tione.l opportunity i:n the 

elenumtfiU"y 1ehoola of lta.nea.•• Tht aohoole get further e.id from. the surplus 

that :le r-ef\m.det .to th~ eotmtieu:~ an<~\ distributed to the various taxing 

b(~Hiiflt te "d:w1e the gc::un~e.l pr&perty tax. 

11. It 11 •eh eh(laper to eduofl\tfl e. child in the pttblio sohoola. than 

it is in the $tate refonn school. 

12. lb:p$nditures f'o:r •duoatitll'n are not out of p:roportion to our 

inoo:rn.e or the eott of: oth$1" impo:rta.nt ent:0~:risef.h 

13. Ed.ua.tion 1tS a gr•at aid ~o h&GI.lthtullivil'l&• , 



GJURAL StJWAARY JiJ'D CONCLUSIONS 

In td\e pe.riod from 1928 to ll1S6, tchoola :tn iarulas were foroed to 

ma.ktt dr-attia nl9:uo1tioxua in their budgets. The •asieat plaoe to start out$ 

"M\$' in t•uhers AJI:\lari'Ss ii and salaries 'lftll:'tt reduo•d 26% on thE) avti!lrage. 

Ifowever, the doo:rea.aed oost of living kept the actual reduotion in 
• '.P1 f f I .\. 

·t;euhelNiJ' aala.riea from being as la.rge as the dollars emd oe:nts :reduction. 

The ereot!on of new sohool buildings and the repair ~ upkeep of 

old one•, almo~rt (.H~a•ed during the yea.rs 1935. and 1934. but with Federal 

GCY~re:rmnf>nt aid ava.ila.ble to pfi'.y appro~imately one half 10f the oos·t: o:r oon ... 

atnxot:l.on ~ :nw prejects ha.ve been undertaken dnee 1936. 

A.pprolltimtl\.tely 't1w.i' th:t:rde ot the total sohool expend1turl!llll are uted 
I 

fo'l' ·teaohertt GU&l"iii?Hh This per oent ·varltlld in t"~nly a sme.ll degree during 

th$ period ot this Jftudy. 

The school year 1935-$6 $howed & definite u~rd trend in eohool 

. o<:>sts_. and thi$ trlftld haa continued tor th• past two years. '11hat efi"eot 

.the :reeeasion ~t l~lSS 111111 have ·on eahool Gosts. ot tl'Uf tutur.e is hard to 

de't•end.n.e (i,t thh time. 

The Tl\\luati&n. of" aohool property Gontin.ue-11 to inoreal!le during tht 

dctprEuHsic:!ln. yeart 1 :t'fially out cr all pr«~:t:X>rtton 'When the building prog:rlll.lll 

ovo:r the ti!UIQ period of time i1 Qonddered" ·the "V"a.luatio:a. itrorll'1aee being 

larg;ex· than the liUIIC>Wlt 111pent for 'bu:'Lldtng ptt:pP$4JfUJ. 

A tl·xualler p~tr cent of the totd tuets oolleoted. 1n the 19tate of 
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l:tu1sa.s tor all purposes waa being epE!nt tot uehoo1s in 1936 than :t.n 1928. 

Many eduf.le~.tiol.la.l r1h1rvioe$ nre loat during th& yetu•e of the 

ciep:ressien,. by 61liro.inating from the program aruoh things M the ld.nd(.'lrga.rtens, 

curtailing et..pi tel Q'l.rt;le.y 11\M aals.ey o;p~&ndi tunta, removing xnany out .. ot­

olasa *'et:!vititilt, .tu'J:d auo.h m:t'bje~ts As rm,usio fl\l1d s.:rt-... the very subjeete. 

tha.t h~d been add$d in liUl e.t~pt to t&aoh the child haw to oopi!J with a. 

ohanging •nv1J>o:mtl.Gnt. 

Soh()ol (!l,oets t&:nd to thange more ·slowly thM e~di ty oo&ts or 

living OGH!Itat, u~lly lag;g:ll'lg, two or three years behind other costa, 

whethe-r the tr·end 1 a up or down. The totd eehoel oo eta d&e rea. sed 

$18
11
000s000 during the dtpression and about on.,..third of tha.t deeNase had 

been restor•d- by the Qlo&& of the 1937 ... 38 eoh:ool ytl)a:r,. 

the people o:t KatJ.eas e~.:re willing to support e.n educational program, 

md the Stat~!!~ Legiele.ture pasmed. a retldl sales tax in 1937 ~ ea1"!11Qrldng 

.$2$500,000 ot the p:rCO!iEtds from the t.x tor the equalbation of educational 

cpportuni tiEUJ in the elementary soho.oh of the ats.t~h 

Du:ri~ the yeartll of this study, th~~~t avo~e d.fA.ily e..ttend.e.noe in the 

el~ntary $Ohools of the at~te deoreaeed yearly. The junier high eohool 

and s~niol"' high 40hool a.tttnda.noe inore-tued yee.rly during the S$.1lle period 

of' tiln:e _ IJU'ld when. 'both. elllllfmta:ry and tfii)Oondary aohools e.%"4t oonsid.ertd 

th41re. was a drop or 1,6~ in a.ve1"t.\ge daily t.ttmd~e for thE~~ 1ta.te ot 

KI!Ultatt• 

The le:ngth of tnt school term hl.t ~inea praotioa.lly- oonstlilllt tor 

the perio·d that this study ooverlh 

~ . 
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Nicht aohooh# a:btended pl'i:no:l.prally by adul ta1 were opened in ~ 

of th(l') tj:i, ti0s of the state e.nd \VGr"e W&ll atten.ded. Many who ha.d. b(ten 

denied the pr1v1bg~ of eohooli:ng o:r who had not oared for sohool vmen 

they Wt?H youngEu:• werE> now euud.ous to attend n1g;ht; olt\~H'!Ies. Thi a phase of 

th~. eduoe.tional prog:ram hel.$ beQOJ'Il;@ or. l~IJJII :1mporte.no.e e:tnoe 1936. 

Raqu.i:rem$'nt$ tor t~aeher oertifioa.tion were ino:reased and ·bhe State 

bece.m.e the sob certifYing agent. The !'ull beneti t of this ohange will 

not be •pparent until the Elt~hool year 1939""40, 'When all oount.y oert1f'ios.tes 

~ll be inve.lids.ted• 

The nUl'll'ber of libraries did not i®reaae f'rom 1~28 to l936t howeverj 

the number of volUJne$ increased 44%• . '!'his 'WOuld seem to be 8it;;nif'ioant as 

the inoraaS'e waa p:robe.bly :tn new books. 

During. the t:l:me of this study four hundred rural sohoola olo$ed 

th~:ir doors and traneporttad their pupl.la to neighbo:rillg sc,hools. 

Thli!l eooial st'Udies progre.ro. inetitutl!ld 9-bout the middle o:f' thtt period 

covered by thill! study, he.s revolutionind th~ tc~hing procedure in the 

Glementa.ry sohools of ·the sta..te.. Text 'booka e.re now used m~rely 9.B 

reference materisJ,t e.nd the oou:ree of st\.ldy it wrl. tten on the unit plan in 

plaoe ot so many pages peer month in e. text book~ as 'll'ta.$ the ca.l!fe form.erly. 

The f:tve year prog;ram, of the State Department of Ed~JOat:!on:~~ for 

the im.provement of i:rurta•uotion 1n l(use.• was begun in Jt:Uluary 1936 and will 

not be completed. until J'anua.:ey 1941. In reiil.li ty it will continue au1 a 

pe:n:na.nent put of the program. of the State Department ot Education~ how­

ttver, it 1111 difficult to d$t~m:ine at thia t:bn.e the Vei~,.lue it has had 6\.nd 

will have tor edu.oation in Kl!l.nli!IIILilh 
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1. The Kansas ttut I!IYiftW! ie: 'bad. Laeal property :mull!t bear roost of' 

the burden ot all tuea oolleoted tor State l\Wd looal purpoatl!h '!'hie 

fat\t 11 shown byt 

'-• Attacks on school expenditure-s by periodicals a.nd various 

organisa.tio:nt!h (PG~gee a ... s-.) 

b. Pllll"i!H&ntagt al.laly:eia ot !ania.s publio e:ohocil revenue reo~ipts- ... by 

eou:r<:ntiiJ (~able II; page 13.) 

(h Kaneas' poor tax system. ( Quote.tion p&.ges 36 ... 37.) 

2 .. The cost per pupil per month in one ... tee.ohe:r school$ in consistently 

high. One-teacher schools are the weakest part of our eduoational system 

but he.ve survived~ in ll).$St oa&e$• a.ttempts to oonaoliderbe or oloee them. 

This is evid.enoed byt 

a. High cost of one ... teaob.er sohools in Kanse.s. (Page ll,.) 

b .. Oompal'ison of average daily a.tt$tl.d.e.l'1Ce and cost ptr pupil per 

month. (TablE~ XIII 1 page 42.) 

a. Length of ter;m wnd total school costs of one-teacher eohool$. 

( 1'$.ble XU, page 40.) 

d, JJGIO!'Gta.IG in $1.'VIil1"8.{l;G daily B.tt&ndt.net in onewteaoher $Ghools. 

(Page 41.) 

e. Humber of on..,.tt~aoher distr:tots in Kansas. (Page 39.) 

3. Rural aohools "out'' expenditures more th~~~.n any other type of' 

sehool Md a.re now pay!ng their teachers a.bou:t half aQ muoh as 11!1 reoeived 

by thfll ave:rttge KU$tUI t!J$.Ohfllr, tUl.d the Avera,ge would be muoh higher it it 
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wen not .for the low $alaey paid to ·che- r~xral teaohe:re ~ These f'ao bs a.:r0 

maniftuted bye 

a. Col!lts of o:ne ... telll.dher sollo'ola;. (Table XII, page 40.) 

b. Cost of inst~tion and total ~ohool oosts. (!able XIV, page 44.) 

e. Sal~:l:'iet pdd Ke:nsat "r•a.ehe:rfh {P&ge$ 44-45.) 

4. Te&.Ohlll~ certif'ieat:ton standards were rail!ll''d. during the depression .. 

'!'his it shown byt 

tl'a.. Qut.\litioation$ for toaoher oertificu:rM.on :rais&d. ( Q.uotation page 58.) 

b. TeMhJI.!tr O$:r"bifioat1on standardm 1 in Ks.naa.s,. raised.. (Pe.t;e 50.) 

6. 'l'h~u·e •a oonsider~t~tble lose of edoo&.tiona.l services duri~ the 

dep:reuio:n.. This is l'Gvealed by~ 

a. Some eff'E~otfil of the dep:reuion on our p.ublio schools in ltanstUh 

(table !, ptl\ge 12 .. ) 

b. Annual expenditures for public schools of Kan$aa. (1able VIII, 

pllge 28; Figure 2 ~ page tii5•) 

O• Division of sohool IX~nditurr&s, (Table :0.:.~~: page 29..,) 

d, E•tilllated ••luation of Kan1u~.a prope.rty and i:ndex numbers tor 

sahool properly and 111&hool oosta. (Table V. page :n .. ) 

e. Ttaehermt afilariea~ building oo&t$ 1 ~d other oouts. (Figure 3, 

page 4&.) 

f• PEKU;"Cilal!lt& in superviso:ra, elae:nta.ry aohool prinoipalfl, and 01.:JX'tail ... 

~$nt of health, attend~&. ~nd dental staffs.. (Quotation, page aa .. ) 

{!;.• Re-t:renomcta in art, mtdo, ldndel'gar·~en, etc,, and doo:rease in 

edu.oatio:nd suppl:lee purohaeed. (Quotation, page 58.) 

h. Retrt:rwhtm.enta liet~ by Uori• (hg•e &0·51 10) 
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6. Th• holding power of the hith school inereamed durin~ the 

lfli"' dep:resdon. Thh is shown bye 

a.. Avert.~e daily attendanee 1n junior high and s&n:tor hi~h sohoob. 

(Table tvl. pqe fllh Table xv:n:, pagtt 54 .. ) 

b. The dietribution in the four ye~.rs of high schools. (Table XVIII, 

p!!!.g'l 55.) 

c. ltigh aohool enrollme:r:rt. (Qnota:tion, page 51; eJ.~to, pages 56 ... 57.) 

1. Tha job of th111 teMher :h m:t.\Ch more important~ e.nd sh~ na.s muoh· 

more to do. with shaping th• future 1i'V$S ot the oM.ldr~.~tn in he:r oa:re the.n 

did the tea.oher of two or th.:ree deaades a.go •. This 1a evidenoed by• 

a.- The teMh~&:t 'rooka the ora.d.l0 with tht :mother... (Quotation, pae;e 64 .. ) 

b. Eduoatioml uhi~t ot p:d.sonere. (Table XX and acaompt'U'ly'ing 

disou1sion~ p~e 68.) 

l:h ilduoatiot~. emd health.. (P&gEUl eg...70.) 

d. Soaie.l .. eoomndo gea.ls.. (P~e 70.) 

1ih 1"he teacher£~ biq; p:.roblEml is de"l$plllent of h$a.lthy, happy1 

oitiJJen,. (hge 65 .. ) 

a .. The .f:i:v~ yeu progrQ.n:t of the State Depe..:rtment of.' Education, for 

the :tmprovenent ot inllli:tut:lt:ton~ is mald.l'Jt. tee.ohe:rs more oon~ious ot thoir 

te.rdtt and d1lties Md enabling tham to oondoot better sohoollh Th:h is 

d1solosed byr 

a. fh• five yMt prog:.rUt. {:PIJl;tSG 8~65.) 

9 M The IOOifll.l stud. ita progl"l!llll ~ the elementary ttOhOOl a at today 

wlll more neal"ly prfillpta.re childNn to take th~tir pla.g• in the n.pidly 

changing world than would the old. text book method of' t~uhi:ng :fa.ots. 

This is shown by& 



,.. The social atudiea proe:;ram. (Page 66.) 

10. FJJq)end1turee for education t.re not out oi' lii'Ol1tJrtion to o"ur 

i:rreon~tl> o:r ability to pt.y. This is revealed by: 

a.. Com.parbam. of as$eued ·valuation ot Kamua.s property and KMat.s 

school coet~h (XIll.ble :rv 1 page 19.) 

'b. Your tu dolla;r... ... vfuere~ it ~;oe1h ( Te.ble V, page 21 J l;>i&.;Ul"f9 1 :~ 

(Table VI, pa.ge 25.) 

d. li!xp~&ndi:tures for lt¢hools and IOIJlUJ) other in.duat:ri~Hh (~• 69 .. ) 

e• Selt ... itnpo:stld aohool budgc:fl;;fh (Page111 82 .. 63.) 

f.. 'fh.re~ per eent. ot ineO!lUl) 6.1xpended. for public school$ in 1930. 

(Page 65 .. ) 

11. Net.:rly one huf or the ono--tee.ohel• $Ohools of' Kansas ht.d.1 in 

1936, 6\U'l a.v~rn,e daily attend.IU'ltle ot ttn pup:Lb or le11Jt.t. Thh i111 shown b;yt 

fh Average daily l!l.ttendanc.u~ in one-teacher sohoola 1n Kan~t€Uh 

.,!_,_....,.,---::a_ . 
) ,.,.. 

' 
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