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Jlho wine tht wa.r. 
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the ua'kn(1Wll teaobe:r 'Who dtl!ver~J and guides th$ )"QUDAh ••• :a:e keep& 
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trenobea of folly and ignozte.noe-. -. 

...... No one ia 111ore worthy to be ewolled in a 4Emloera.t1c 

arhtooraoy 'king ot hhnself' and ••~t ot mankind,. t" 

• Henry V&.n %ke 



fo Dr. llldwin .J. l!b;•ow.n, Director of the ~te D!:rl.mion ot the 

Kansas Sta.te !euher.a Colle:ge ot Emporia, who suggested the stuey 
11 

and 

to Dr. B. E. Sohr$ll1lnel, Director of the Bt.lreSI.u ot Eclucat:tonal Measure• 

menta, who aoted ae advher, the writer 11$ ctspeo:tally 1n4obted. Also. 

the writer owes ~~ti:run•r• gratitude to •• o. o. Wright wh0c a14ed in 

the finding of oerkin :material•• 



3 

. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . 
:c;.t, THE IVOWTION OF Tml: OONS'r!TOTIONAL GOV'ml'!MENT OF T.dE KANSAS 

STAT! TEAQHERS ASSOCIATION • • * • * * - • "' • ~ • .. • "' e 

. .. • • 

.. • • • * 

Oonelus:ton. • .. • • .. • • • • • • • •· . • • f. 

IJ:It!E nmv:EW~ OF T.EE A:NMLU. :Mh"'EriNG 01! 'rHm KANSAS STAT!: 
T.EAO'f.l'.mRS .ASSOO!A.TlON • • • • • • • " • .. • • ~· ,. • ., • • 

The annual meeting " • • • • . • ,. • • • • ~ • • .. • 

7 

17 

17 

o~es in the time and place of' the annual :trteetinge • • l'l 

O~es in the ,Plan and. organise:ation of the' aonventiom-. 19 



•, 

$W.mlary = ll':truu'!.eee ot the t$.1sotia'Uon •• a ltlide 11o 
SBX'Viii!UJ " • • •· • • • t t • • " • * • " , • • • .. . .. 

Oonelttsion • • • • • • • - • • • • • • • • • .. • * • • •• 

JXU:UUlll JY~rb~ trends • • • . • • ~ • " , • • • • • • • 45 

l:l¢P~.nding s~:tces • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • .. • • • • 4rt5 

SlliiCUIIItiol'l.lll • • • • • • • • • ; 11 • • • t • t , • • • ' 47 

• • • * * • • til II t • • • • • • 
" . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • '' 
1'51 



• • • . .. .. . . • • 

Ill ·• .. • .. • • • • • ' • • • Ilk t II • • 



* • 



KWlaa$ had bardy gone from a lmd. of' buffalo•a and Indinna into 

the atage 'llhioh praPJ.red. it fO't' statehood wha. the tir1t tduoaid.on-.1 

meeting was held at Leavenworth in 1858 to select tex'bboolul. Arilli~ out 

of: these ll!4111t:lngs thertt oama the first teaohera• organintio:n in the 
1 

state, which was fomed at LtaTenworth :March 14, l81S:S, and dtapite a 

anowsto:rm 'llth1oh broke up the m«~~e'bing, E~doptect a oo:nsti tution on April 17 • 

Invitlltions iutaed by thh grou.p resulted in the stat. .A:lii!Ooiat!on being 

orge.nind in the aue y-ear. Into the founding ot the State 'relloher• 

il.uoobl.tion and the attem.pto to nurture Ut into :maturity hau go- isht 

same aelf•aaoritioe and heroio ao'biona that oha:raottriztd the "Whole o£ 

ltansas hiltory. Yet thit inatitu'bion, wbioh •ta.t"1:1e4 :f'rom. the year that 

lC:.m•as beoa.me a atate and mioh has to some e:xten:b paralleled Kan•u-.a 

hi story a.nd to some extent helped to ores.te it.. has no adequai:at 1tuq 

made of its hiatOI"y to plaoe :lii be:f'ore readtra.., Few peraoxur,. illfJlud1ng 

ita m$Jllbert~ 11 han e,.n the taintos'b idea of 'bht story ot the leve'by'-fin 

year• ot the dtvelopmct ot the Asaodatioa as it fought lnoqtonts, 

grauho~~per plaguea, :ln.tlue:ru11a epidemios, laok: ot :f\mda,. and floaroi'by ot 

mtmbtrlh Fn knew the "M>rk whioh out~ttanding men havt oontributed 1» 

tht orr.aniu:bi<m. Few realize the aima, tha llow devdopm.ent: .. h wide• 

spread intlue:t~Ge tmd the 1nortuing -.ooompli~lltl ot h Kanu111 fiatt 



ste. temant ,2! .:!:!!!. £~.~~~.!· This study intend$ to give a. I!W"WY ot 

the growth of' th$ Kansas state 'fea.ohera AGeooiation through aeventy•:f'i"N 

year$ of developtnenb• ln gener111.l i't is intencled to give (l) a ~eneral 

p1otun {)f the history of the Aeeooution.; (2) the probleu that the 

Asaooiat1an fa.ctd and how it overomne them, (3) the acti"Vities o~ th& 

Asaooiati.on a.$ ishey have uown and expa.ndedJ (4} the outstanding .figures 

oonn•oted with the Aaaooiati.on; (5) the $G~oea ~d m..mberehip as the,y 

have grovmJ and (6) a glanoe at the .future poa~u•ible dewlopmct ot the 

organilati on111 

.~:e'tl".~o.~ ,.2! ,2 ;er:obl~· .Any etudy ot a t;roup whioh baa plaued 

1uoh an impwtant part in th$ eciuoational devel.opment of Kii~.nSfil.l will be 

v1 tal. Such a. ttud;y made tll.:vailiable to 4IIV$l"y o1 tian will inoreaee hi• 

appreciation of' the ~k of the orgwn~ation and ~ke h~more aympathetio 

t0'1t41U"d ita present cdeavorth ~oo, if' 'bhe knowledgt' nre giwn tQ GV$%7 

•ember of the organiP,~&tion, !t would result in ext«tding his :meltlbership 

baolt into the past, it would pre1ent t• h:ba a picture 9·f a growing,. 

fighting organbation whioh wculd ilaorea•• hie loyalty with resultant 

1ureaaea in hit parti<Jipa,tion and re•.J?Illot ao far as the Kansas state 

Teach•rs Auocia.tion 1• oono«rned.. Tu rcu1ul't on tht orge.nhation itael:r 

might be an increased apiri t and more etfeot:t ve •erviofhro Oertdnly, too, 

tht:re may be netdleu f'eaturet that ahould be eliminat•d or there '!:My be 

eeaential retoma 'Wh1 oh netd to be adopted, but· any plan• ao formula ted. 

Without a oare.t"ul atu.dy of preTioua hi'lfltOfly 'Will ult:l..me¢ ely :f'ail. 



Although the ooo:pera.tion between teaohe:rs has been to a great extent the 

product ot the State Teaohers Assooia.tion there exists no continuous hiat~ 

ory of the development of that organization whiah might aid t•aahers and 

adminietratora to gain the :perspective that comes trom. suah a study, 

P.£aani:aation into ~ha12tera. The subj$ot matter of this study' was so 

textensive that various points of emphasis had to be seleoted in order to 

e;ive an.y unity to the thesis. It does not p:oetend to be a detailed hi111tory 

bu~ rather a study ot the development ot the $eso(Siation. ror the most part 

the topical rather than the chronologiaal method of treatment was used. The 

seoon.d ahapte:r deals with the e110lution of the frame .. work of gove1"'llllent as 

it t'ot'Xltall.y took place through constitutional :revisions.. The third cthe~pter 

shows the development o:t the annual conventions as revealed in the t:lm.e and. 

:PlliHt$ ot meetings* the plan of the meetings• the speakel"s and topics, the 

srowth in mambershipt and the ],'k>l.iciea whieh were favored as expressed 

' thra:tigh rt~lutio;ne, The fourth Chapter deals With thllll ex.pansion of the 

services ot the association through the various organa whieh it created and 

used. The titth ~ha:pter treats the acUi'laxnplishmenta <>:f' the organization, 

and the sixth chapter concludes with some suggestions further revealed by 

..:..the study. 

" 
has been done to present a complete history ot the xan~e state Teachers 

Msa<Uation. J"obn :MacDonald in 1893 prepared a short history at the organ­

ization which was included in a larger history o:r edueat:f.on in Kansas. 'l'his 

giws a taotua.l aeeount ot the early meetings. o .. H. Le.n.d.:rurn in a Doctor 
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thta y&ar 1914 with the association rating another tactual aoaount.. B&yond 

th:ts time, however. no one has attempte~d to trace the mDwm.ents of the 

O:Ji'ganizat:tolh :Pt'esidents of the association and eliito1"s ·Of Th.Cill Kansas 

'l!l!laohex.- have referred to the history at tinl&s. Among these ha'VS been a 

mpee<Jh by John MaciDonald2 at the fU't;teth annual meeting in 1912; e.n article 

by ]', I,. l?ill$t tor the To:J2!~. Daf.~l Oaj2i,ta!3 
Oll. the ti:t."tieth rn:tvertutty and 

an art iele by 0, 0 .. Wright tor the ,1'ol?.!k;a ,DailY: Oa~ita14 on the se-venty...f'itth 

ann :f. wrsf:ll'y. 

Jl$th,od 21 Rl'OC,EJ!dure. s:tnoE~J eo little historical material has been 

assembled, lMlter:l.ale had. to be gathered t:rom lD!IUlY sources; both seoo:na.a.ry 

B.lli j)ztimal'Y• This was a Maeare:h thet~~illh The liUiucational Indtx, The Read-
~ . ' ............ ~ 

.MI. ~~~~ and other topidal. guides wen used to bUild up. a :preliminary 

bibliography. '!'hen an ove:ttview of the entire field was gaineil by read1ng 

:n'llll'JtJrous artioles on the subject. Using this overView., an outline was 

mad& of the diVisions ot the eubjeat. the neoessary' limitations, and the 

:points of ern:phasis. Using 1ihis outlineJ material was selected tram an en .. 
~ 

larged bibliogmphy to develop the various points. 'l'he whole was then 

woven into an historical treatise from a topical and p:resent ti.l:ne stand• 

poin.t. 

1 J'ohn MacDonald• "Looking Backward;" 1'he western SChool Journal, 
B9ll2•l4, De.oember 1012. 

3 
Frank 1., J?inet, ''The Kansas State Teachers .Aasoeiat.:ton Ia the Best 

of Its Kind in the Country, ,.18.!. To:J2e~. ,:pailz O:!Yai,tal, August eo, 1929, p.a. 

' o. o. W:right, "The seventy• Fifty A.nniversa:.r:-y of the :Kim sa a state 
T$aoherltil Asaoaiat1on," .!aJ! TOJ2Ettsi! Dai+Jl Ogit.!,lt NOV$rnber 4, l93e~ P• e. 



Souroes !!£ ~· 'Fhe most importan:t sou.roes have been the re:po:J:~ts 

ot the work of the Kansas state Teaeher~e AssmUation as :revealed in the 

bound and unbound volumss of ~ Kansas T~!oll;er and .1lt!. .W'$ste:rn _§ehoo,l 
' ,, 

.Tourn.al... Official programs, constitutions,. and other articles we:re ().btain­

ed at the K.ansas statG IJ:leaohe:rs Assoatation headquarters 1n Topekt:h Finally,. 

various,KMAI!as histories, The .rournal 9!,1h~ Natio.IlS.l Eduoation AtiUioo:lation, 

a:a.d interviews with :per$0ns authoritatively ta.miliar with the histocy at 

the association were used to gain :materials. This 1no1uded auoh pr:f.ll'Ja:ry 

evidenea as nunutes of' various meErU:nga, programs* budget reports, and suoh 

seaondt!U:7 evidence a.lll co:mne:nta. $Ul''Ve" .. a, ~efltol::.e:s; and historitlul about the 

assoeia tion . ., 



:At !1.:.\ii,~=h, .!9.1\$,~Jl.l:\~;l~p.~ -.n tht t:Wt$81/i saw 'r.,ache:rna /ll$$001intion 

~14 11l• ~~l eonventtot1 b1 No~l'blt:tt* ltsa1 it 'l&leb:c4tti!~ ata di~d e.nn:t ... 

wr~:r• It tm.~S on ~tembil)l' 191 11M3., at \he oa11 h-otr:~ th• Leawnworth 

t•tha:t-a O:tl!i&.tti~tion tJ.ult thit> ':y.tottr t.t&teh!llll:"lll :t"$pfti!J.,.:tin8 ~lt.l~a oountiit'Hti 

met Jl:J.d fOtUd$4 the Kan.aa St$te Tftchers AfJ:I(liO:f.at:tc;rn.l 'llU M!ltillg leurr\ied 

tu~e 071 dtt:t!ng whieh tiNt a •nat:ttutioh 'tfctllt adopted and put into o:pf!lr .. 

~•to~ 'b7 fileotima 1. T* Goo~, ,_lliif!J$ll'bJ Ottl!lmd 5mi#;Yt~r, 'r'Clloordi:nt ••Qrt ... 

tarwt Ru lft PUt~, eo~Jt-..,ondif.IS ••~ .. etWtl l.d 1w. Ji10 Pl$tt
1 
~~~r. 

Al.ao tit t'O~'llb~ .. eu.tiW OiQJai"t• ·-' tim v.iG ..... ~ll!li&i.t.ntaj Ml'tl ~l,e(ltd.~ 

t'h:ta ortsintd Go~titut1on liid~ UJ tht :h_.tlll"k ot 1l:he ~sgt1111•1on • 

.l!l!J$.,()Jl.' ,2t .th.•.!.~:tl111!~iq!, 'EWt .mberilbip ot thl!ll IIU\Isooiatil)n blat 

Sl'Owa tTo• th$ thirty•tour •hl!u-1hlX> Mmb,.:rs 'tiQ M otti~ial ~&ua1U .• 1it\ll of' 
.· . 8 

MU>oh 1$1 1138-; ¢f ~tJftm.ie«tn tlll.ou$uld ••,_n ~«tA and. tou%'\~ member." 

:ft'Oil • lmflliMas limit&l :1a 1864 by • Mix~o:U.:r -~· !lnd fift;y.;.th~a 

--· """" ~--~~~---·-· 
· 
1 

.robn M.e;(l:OOnald, ancl othe'ra, Jb! Oo !!.i~P.!% .et .!~~ .. ni!~O!, JA 
~·ea· (~:pf)ta, ~ilton Panttl\C!l o~, , P• •· 

S mm17 B~, ~-- Stat; Te¥aohe»l AJr:IQea·~ 1on, tt .~!}~ IAmt!R:li!!!, 
.. ~~~ .S! JldUS€%.~~</I.!At 1th~e. ~,. lalfh · 

3 1. t. Pitr.trt:• 11 '1'lb.4!l :r.an-.s at&to Twaeh-• ..... <f.:f.atioa J'atera Itt 
M.v.at;v•J'it'bh Y~~tta.r antt ~~parea~ tor Ita D!aw:ml lttldlt»e Oculvantion, w :Dt 
~.~'! '1'!!91:~.£ .!!t.sl :!!a~~~ .!!!!P~+. ..1PH~"1'!.!• 47 r14t1 ~- 1938., 
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dollars itl n:WJmberah:t.p reodpts, 4 the l::nu~iruuas baa ·~did to a l937 ex .. 
5 

};land! tuH of t6a, 71B .. el.. Consequently, so:~M ~~ 1n tn• or:tainal 

Gonstitution haw aome to malclil P1'0'V'il!l3.oq tor :b:nproftd flff.ioitl'l.c;v :IJ1 bland ... 

ling the g:row:ltl& bus:I.Besa and il'QWillglfllimbership 1.1 well u to enoo~ 

that srowth.
8 

still other oha..ll8ea haw como ap~ntly to <llountert.et the 

oriticill'!l that the teach•rs wel'E! not given. tnougb. pt~~.rtioipat:t.Ol!l. in the 

atf'a.:l.ra of the fUJOOOU\tion and that the ~agmnen.t ot the auodatton waa 

not demoontia eno\.lih. These changes in the o:risinal oonst1tution took 

plaoe :tn the ~4\rs 1a1e. J.Bas, 1aea. ltu. 19so. l9a:s. l~se, 111ue, lt:u., 

19331 1936, and 1938, Of 'llht~M, the Hv.l.s1.ona of l~We, 1913, and 1936 

appear to merit the n1.0at oona:tderation becaau•• ot tuu beatc :w~naiow~o 

':b.e x:e.vi-.~o.n .at ~7!• A tOimlitte.e •• appoi.nte.d :tn Wile to proVide 

tor chartering tht orge.niution and 1lo make re~datiou tbtt nvi•itl.l 

the oonetitution in woh a mall.llfb:r as tha'b s1ep m1p'b require. The moat 

i.tnJ;>ortut change made a the newly ehal'ttred1 non .. stoo~ SiJate 'l'eathera 

.A.Jssooiat:ton us found in .Al'title II o:t the IOll.ltitution adopted at the 

1876 mpeoial meeting: 

ttSUpiN.tt!$ power shall be vetted in a ~d ot fiw Direotora ao 
shall Etleot an.nu.ally a president, one vioe-pretidtnt from uoh 
organized county in 1lle state, a reoordil:lg secaretary, a trea!IU.l'ar, 

4 :MtleDaMlCL, ~!• .9.U• 

C O. 0 • WMpt1 ".An .l\.l1.ri(ig•d Ft«tpo:rt of thl!l KallAl State Teaohera 
Atuoa iation Botitrd !Mtt :t.nas, » ~ !!~.@!If~ ,!At !'!l•n ~ lJamtj, 
46s7, January, 1Qm&. 

6 
"Pa:oosram of the l.d\Ulartion#Itl Oouno11," J:ht !Hill. i!!fllf.l .11!.4 .~'!11 ... 

er,n _§<!flop,~ J'o,u~, lJhlO, Dtleembtr. lSU~O. 



and an exeout:tve committee co;m.posed of three ro$llhara. The Boa:rd 
shall aeleat the time and place ot meetine;~:ht't'i 

The BOtard waa ehosen by ballot at the ~n:nu.al meetirJ.ga. It would 

seem that this step of ob.artari:ng the organi:zatior.r. W!El.S taken in the in· 

terests o:r pe1'rl:ll!nenoy and eftic1enay. .A. aentral o:t*ganizat:t6n now a:t1$ted 

which aould·oont~ot in th$ name ot the assoei~tion. 

to :revise the oon~titut ion but reported that it was unable to find any 

constitution,s so 1n Dti4-ember, lOOJe, a mw baei<J constitution was adopted. 

A nv:ts:ton of this oonstitut:ton in 1aae apparently to make it more ·mpre­

sentati"'re prcrvi<lted that a :no:m.inat:l.ng' committee was to S$leot the officers 

but tn•tead ot the eolWd ttee be illS appointed by the president it waa to 

eons 11ilt of oM J!ill$rttber from teach tll'ongreae:t.onal district $leH~ted by the 

:JiU.elllbers 1n attenel.anoe at the oonvent:ton ft'oln the l:'esp&otive distriata. 

The ottiears were to be: a president, a vi.e$•:preeid.ent, a seoretary• a 

tl"eas'Ul'er• ana. an executive l!lo:mmittee composed. of fi"'T\9 members with the 

PNsielent as ehabtrlliln and thl!l State- supex-:l.ntendant ot PUblic !:nstruct:ton 

as aeeretaey.9 

IJ.lh• Constitution 2!. ltl3. ;PreSIJ;lnS.bly, increasing membership rand 

bu.ainesa made nEHle.ssa:ry eome tu:ndarnental changes in the ~work ot 

7 Constitution and Officers ot thEl state Teaohers Aasoo ia.tion of 
:Kansas and :1i.l?.t! Pf!!.f.e:t:~ h!~~ at the Si'SsT<m ~''l!opeka• Ke.nsaa state Tea~hers 
ASmo~iation. l87? • Plh 1-4Eh 

a 
.MacDonald, .9,.12;• ,ct.:~.•• P• 31. 

9 Ee;Qq;:~. 9.! t};1e ~sa~~ state T~ohe,r£! 1\S!!}O,oie:b,iot; 2! .:!18.!. £7t~ 
A1:E:'¥'-~ .. ste.saio~ (!o;peka, Eansa:s state Teachers Assoo:tat:lon• 18S~}, P;t;>. l 
et seqq. 



govermnent so in 191.5 a. new oonst :t.t.ution. waa adopted.. The Board of Dina ... 

tors was given exeoutivo authority* .A provi$1on was included that added 

the f'ottr persons who had ssr'VE!d :most reoently as presidents of the assoe .... 

iation to the Board ot Dil'eotore,10 Th:ts we.a intended it would .seem tt:> 

add :roo:re experience to the Boa:rd. A.n Educational Oouno:tl was created to 

represent the teachers in drawing up ~olioiee tor the organization to 

J?w:"$Ue\f Eaoh organized teachers• asooe1atton having an enrollment of' not 

less than ten was allowed to send one delegate to the couno1111"' Pit'O.., 

visioM were mad~ tor a permanent aeoretary to be mployed to devote hie 

Whole time to the aa1110c :ta·b ion work and. .a,n o:f':f'iile was to M ma:tnta1:i1ed the 

whole yea.r in IJ:Iopeta.l2 D. A• Ellsworth, the :t'irst p~l'i!lh~ seorata.ry,. 

said of these revision$, "The year 1913 is worth unders()oring in the 

history of KarU'IE.Uh"l3 The headquarters maintained :tn Topeka W1th a 

se oretary in ¢harge has bsen a :t."ea tu:re or the g<:>'I111J~ t of thit'l Kansas 

Sta.tt Tea<llhera .Aasooiation sinos th~at t:lrne_. W'll$n Ellsworth m~~signed 

b$GaUSie ot th.e failure ot the association to :tnorease his salary, 14 

10 J'ohn MaoDonal.d"1 ••Kansas State Teachers Association. tt Tbs .!!!:!i"" 
ern SQhool J'ournal, 21:12., ~obber, 1914.~ 

ll. llr. A· Kent; "0on<*e:t'ning the :J?roposed. .Amenchnenta to the Consti• 
tu:t:t.on or the Kansas State Teachers Assooia.t:ton, 1'1 ;§!n~.s Ieaohe:t; an~ 
~"!~t.ern Sob.obl. ~o~~l'!,l;;, l7:S6, ootober, 1923. 

12 J:h A,,. Ellsworth* ''A Deolarat:l.on of l?r:tnoiples," lh...! :Kana!.~. 
,t~asp.elfl;1 lrl, May, 1914. 

l3 D. A.11 Ellsworth., ~The Reorganit.ation a,nd l?:t,'iogreun ot the Kansas 
State '!'eaohers A.$SOOiation, n The MnJS.$ T~,..~pe;rt J.s20. 01)tober, l914n 

14 An inttrv:tew with o. o .. Wright~ .Ailllaistant ... sec::retary of the 
Kansam State Teaohers Asaooiation at the Aseooiation H$adquarters, ~un$ 
a. 
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F. t. l)ill.Eit becC~.tU.e the per.n11ane;nt or exeout:tva ee(';:rstary. rn 191() Pinet 

edited his f'irst Kansas Teacher as saorerbary and has held that ~osition 

until the present timt!h16 

revised in 1917, l9aOJ 19.23• 19261 1928, 1931, and l.935~ In 1917 a Oounoil 

ot Adtn.inistration was add.Eid as an. organ o'f the Kenaae state Te~u:~hers .A.aaoa .. 

1ation.16 It oont:l.nuea to provide progr&na for the adm.initrtrators of tht\\1 

starts. In 19~. since at that time meetings were being held in :f'our 

different oiti~u,.?7 each seation was asked to elect a presiding o:f't'ieer 

who should be known as a viae ... pres:l.dent of the aeeooiation,.lS J:n 1923 

the Ed.uoa.t1onal Oounoil waa d:l.soontinued. beoau.ee the eompla.int had arisen 

that :peroons who were 140t mernbers of the aseoo±ation were help:Lng to 

eleot the delegates and aollle non"100m.berr. were among th$ delegate,s.19 In 

16 "Program ot the S:btth .Annual Session at the Council of At'hnin"':' 
ietration of tb$ :Ksmsas state Teachers Association, •• ,;.;,;Kan~$a.•· ;,;l;<s lft!lohel" and 
!@~ll"X1- s•o.ol J"otpmat. 16 t9" January j lt12tS. 

lJ ' ' . ' . M· l;!O,'-l*'t Chapter III• p 18 • Tina a.nd Ple.oce ,of Meetings. 

lB ugev:t•ed Constitution of the Kaneas State Teaohera .Aesooiation," 
~~a,e, ~J.~oh$X: ~ Western Sohooi Jou~~, UW!4• Deoem.ber, 1920~ 

l$ a. A• Kent, "0onae:rrtill8 the Proposed .AlMlll.d:ments to the Consti ... 
tution of the Kansas State Tes.aher/41 A•~oiation, tt Kansas I..e~e.hJl.X: ~ 
Weate.:rn ~<?! )1>]!~, 17:26• Ooto'be:t", 19321. · 

20 ~.91:!· 
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R.ap:resentativa Assa:nbly to chose th:t·ae persons to~ thMe yaa:r terms to the 

Boa:r:d ot Directors.. IJ.1hc tel."nl$ were to 'be ttatagsered" so that the Assembly 

waul.d elect one memb4ll" eaoh yeal" atterwa.:rdS tor a tls.re0 yea:r t~. 2l An 

tlll.lllenaraent :to. 1928 allowed the state SUper inten.dent oi" Schools to be an 

ex-.otficio membE~r of the I1a,lrresentati'Ve A.sae.mbly. 2a In l931 the ~onatitution 
~ . . 

waa N'ltised to rl!lnlOve the right ot the RE~p1"eaentat;tve AssE:mlbly- to elect 

tlu:'fHil members to the Board.. Also the baaia of the election ot the membElll"S 

to the Bepre!ienta:tive As$$mbly wa$ changed. Each depa:rtment o:t' the Couneil 

ot Administration was allowed to e.bct three me.rnbers or the Assembly :f'o!l:' 

three years with the terlll!J to be "staggered.".ms In 19!33 the &xeaut11r& 

Qollllll.ittea wa• reduettd in aiae :t':rom t1venty..-o:ne msmbers to nine, th~ minute$ 

of th$ meetings were no longer to be publ:l.sb.ed.J and the E.e:present.ative 

A$a.e:m.bly was eliminated as ~eoeua.ry, uneconomioal, and au;peri'luoue''. 24 

~hind that :t'ol"l:llal statE)nBnt • howtr'nt:r1 li$s a re~ISOll :f'o:r the abolis":went 

of tltt Representative Assembly wh.ioh :persons who ere well acquei:n.ted with 

too histo:cy of the Kansas state Taaohers Assoo ia.tio:n .$1'3.1 :i.e the :t>$81 

:reason. A more pressing motive would seem to be that thel Re-presentative 

As~bly began to le~l erit1oi$ma aad suggestions at the Board of Dirao-

21 Oonat.itution 2.! ~ f.rms~~- .§!t.!a .'!:~¢he:t's .A!.t~~ {Topeka, 
Kansas State Teaohell"s .A.e.soeiation, lQJitS) t Pli'>- l f:lt saeqq,. 

~2 Oonatitution ot the Knnsam state Teaohe~a Association (Topeka, 
Kansas State rfeaeher a A"o'O:ii.ii"fon;J:9'a8)"-pp 71 e t .. aetqq; - --~ 

12 3 Conat~t~ .£! ~ ~:Et.a.s -~lat.e Teaehers &•soo~t~ (Topeka. 
Karu!lae state Teachers 11.ssooiation, lQ51), :P:P• l. et seqq .. 

&4: M. !hPel!i!.1'10n. Cb.ail."ll:!Eln, tt.Amendtnents Proposed to thE1l Constitution 
of' the Kansa1 state 'reachers Assooiat :lon," ~.SA~ Teaoher ~ Westel"n 
$Qhool ~..E!!,, 37 :2? • ootober, 1933 .. 

,..-. 
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"tors so persistently that the Board deoided to re:no<ve this "pestilenoEh ":36 

'l'he Oo:t::~.at:ltution of 1936. In the l.936 convention a constitution ............... . ---....~ 

was 'l4op1H!!d which de~la:red the 1913 ~d:Ltion and its reVision null and 

wl:d,26 The oomplaint had al"isen that thet'e was not "sufficient oppo:r• 

tuni'ty' tor teacher partiaipation in the atte.irs" and that the ttnl&.n$€em.ettt 

was not as detnoora.ti.o as :it ®ould. be. "2? An $ditoria.l in the lf.et.nsa• 
' I; t ••~if 

Teacher upon the adoption or the new constitution by a vote ot 4 1.364 to 

123 best Etli!;>resses th!9 organization Ghange~aau 

"The new oonstitut:Lon differs from the old in tour major rel'!lp&o'ba: 
first, in the provision tor aeettonal and atate delssete usen'bliea; 
second, i:rl. the S]>eoitic pro'V'is1oa for l:llaaa)."''Ol:JI teaoherSJ. as tn.e':mbers 
o:t.' thce board ot d:treotorsJ third, in the l:tmiting of the Board ot 
Direotors to thrte (jt()ntiJEUiJUt1w tel'nl$J and fourth, m the ol'."aail:ion 
ot new standin.s «onmdtteel!!•"28 

Under the new eonst;l.tution the basic unit ot' gove11lXM:nt beOtlr!W the 

delegate asse.m.bltes. The mambe:rs or the sectional Delesate Assembly are 

el.e~ted by counties, tirst and seoond ... olass o:ltiEua, and tomr·~w eollEtges• 

one delegate is eleoted tor the tirst twenty ... tive 'VOtt!ll"S and oll$ tadditional 

for each fi:f'ty tadditional vaterth The sectional Aseembly eleots e. pres1d ... 

25 Interviews with 0. 0. Wright and Vh D. Roes, Aaaistant-seoreta:tty 
rtt Kansas State 'l'Erachers Assooiatioa wad torm.e;r Inembe:r o:f' Board of Dil1el3• 
tors of Kansaa Stat• Teac~rs .I\.8$001at1on. 

SE$. w~ L. Rambo• Ohliid.l'lll.an• "A New Oonstitution and By-Laws for the 
lU.uuuua state 'l'eaohers Association, tt ~$1l!lfll Teaehe:r .!n!. Western .~qhool 
J'ournal, 42:15, May, l93Eh 

27 F• L. Pinet; "$hall the Kansas State Teaoh1u•s Asaooiation. Haw 
a Nn OonJtitution?" ,~as ~a~het:. m,nd W!aterp Sohool J"ournal• 43 :'''*' 
Ootober, 1935, 

28 0 • 0,. Wright • "An Edi.tor ial," maa~as l!'eaoher .!S.d Weatem 
sohool J'ouma~. Dee~mbe:r, 1936. 



t»& !)ffieer who 'beoomeJJ a 'Vioe ... presid.ent of the Xansuts state Teacher~ 

Aaao<HE!l.tion and a member of its Oonvent:ton Program Oorom:!tte&111 b section ... 

al Delegate Al'ls$mbly meets in oonneotion with eaoh convention :tJeGtion. 

~~ts to thE~ eonstitutio.n may be pro,posed by ~ aeat:tonal Assembly 

o.n a pet:t.t:ton ot fifty of its mllJl".tl.bllilre~ f.Ul<l may be a®pt$4 by a; two ... thi:rdlll 

votft of thole voting ·at the assemblY•. The constitution was thus amended 

,_n 1918 'l;o sayl nlt ·tU17· tllli iii lacks :Cull ~:pre$:antation, the adm1ni.,$'b:t"ati"" 

haaE\ has as a duty to appoint to till out the quota." Ee;eh Sectional 

As$$mbly eleots tM!nty pe;r cent of it:lll msmb$a-s to attend the St!!.tS !'lel~~JSate 

.AS•em'bly wnioh met!rts in l!lonn.eotion with the cou.no,11 ot AdlniniErbration,. 

the State Allsembly hol.ds :prog~ ud suggests pol:tt;Les tor the Board. to 

l"U,..tmth SO· Either delJ!t@lata ttuu!Uilmbl1 may :make weoo:ttmi!Uldations and p!L'esent 

petiti.one to the Board but. the:l:r power is only that of :re!)O.ntnending and 

petitioning aloag with disousa~ and• pe.rhtapst in the SStltional :mstt:tngs1 

aoaend.:l.ng. 

Th$ Board is oompo~Sed of one person trom. each oollareslional dist:tt:Lot 

Qd one clastn:"oom teacher eleoted by each seetional Delegate AaSemb:l;r. 

No :mett1ber of the Boa.:t'd. may .serve longer than tbli'ee te:rme of two yee.~s each 

in su.e.ceas:ion. 'rha :SOard eleota the president in. i:ts Peaember ~eting tor 

a one-ysu terl'll.. An amendment whit:~h the Board may ask the n.l$sate Assem­

blies to vote on would re$Ult • :it. :pl\seed, in. the president taking offioe 

March lllrt. This ohanse is proposed to give a longer tinB to prepue tor 

'ih.e Oot\l'.lhil ot Adm1nimt:rat ion me!I!Jt :tnae whioh oacu.~ :l.n FehN$;:ey'~ 30 b. 
I 

2~ F. I;,. l?inet 1 ~ ,c,~t,~ • :Plh 94-102. 

:SO Interview with a.o. Wright, Assi%)ltant-Seorete1'y to the Ke.nfi!Jas 
S'tiate Teachers Jl,eaoaiatio:o.. 



l4 
Exe<tttti w ... seeretary who aerwa a two ... yaar term ia usually elected :tn the 

JUne meeting of the Board. Siooe 1936, by the tuation of the Board, the 

11\BSOOiation b.as $1.!Q.ployed Ot 0~ Wright 9.$ the UIJ:lsta.nt SMt"etary. lf• .t. 

l?inet WEH.leivelll! a talary of $41000 and. has the help ot •!ght other ~hera 

in the aasooiation h~t•Aqua:t"ber• 'besides ).JJ'r,. Wright to oet:rry on the bua:ineas 

of the aal!IO~iation. 

F1w standing OOllll,ila:l.tt&tiHl now exbt. They ~ a:ud:tti:ng• ooaa'VE!nt1on 

prog~•• Jlleseareh1 legislative• e.:nd -protli'Hil:$ione.l !"el9.t~OX1i!.'l• 

The J?)t:•es1denifl! ,.2! the fiU!IS<>Qia,tion. /IJJS '.t'abltt l shows sE!~ty .. ,ewn 

m~~m. have tiU!Il."V'ed as presidents ot the Kanaa• State Teaeher.s AJ;Jsoaie:tsion. 

Ia l$70 and lSBl A!IPe~i$.1 l!tl$&tings wre cal.J.td with sp&oial px-es1d0llta pre"' 

aiding~ :r • o .. S:al1 s~ved as preaident luring the world w~ perio4. so 

his t.rm oontinl.'l.ild dur;t.ng lldlB and l9lg. Three women ha'$ se~d •e pre ... 

siden1Hh 'l!h:l.rty ... tou:r or the p:re$idents hm'q been oity IUJ)erinten4entl, 

twelve o'£ them. have been college p~e:tdent>at twlve ot them have 'been col .... 

,).ee;e pro:fessol"s .• :nine of thd have been eocunt.y suparin:tend.ents, tour ot 

thQl.tll have b"n State SUperintendent• ot Public Inetru(:}ti(ln, thl'ee ot them 

have 'been high school pr~ipa;ls, one has bcllen a magatcine editor, and ou 

haa O.en a ootu't j\ldge"'31 The names of a.ll ot thee• lllCIIn .appear quita 

tnquently ill thf! hil1Jto:ry ot the tueooie:b1on in other kindta of work be• 

$ides the preaidtney~ 
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Oonel.usion* Today the e.ttBire of the Kansas state TtiU.tchers Assoc ... 

:tat:ton are nominally in tb.61 hands of a pr$sident eleoted for a om .... year 

term. but primarily in tho hands of a Board of Di:rll!loto1" of twenty ... th~a 

~mbers. ~e starr ot ten M$mbe:rs in the e.esociat.ion hee.dqua:rters. at 

Topeka handle the .daily ~trai:rs ot tne aasociatton and most ot ita re­

lations with the publ;to,. In addition thti seotional d:el$ge.te lf!.GSemblitUJ 

wtth appl'.>o:td.mately two hundred members and the statf!t delegate assembly 

with l.bout t:trty members help to d:l.:t"e~t the policiea ot the aasooiation 

along with the st~d±ng and fi'Pi!iHJial "ommitte•s .. 



'f.A_e. annwt\l ~et,in~. one of the outstanding aetivitielil at the l\lanaas 

state 'l'eaehere Aaso~iat:ton. in 1~39 will take pla~e when teaoha:rs t:r:om a.U 

owr- the state will be cU.amisaed :from sChool on Thursday and Friday ~ that 

they 111$1 convene .in the $:lx oitiel!l $$t a•i® bf the Boal:'d. as meat:h1.g ple.ees 

oerned mainly with the t:ime and plaee at meeting, the plan and organization 

ot the. mEJe'li.:l.ne;s 11 the .-peakers and topic$ ot the eonvention, the n:~embership 

o:rr attendance at the meet:tnga, and the :Policies wl::d,ab. the tt1$lllbera endorsed 

at their meetings. 

Ohanaes ja ,; ... ~.~ .1!m:! and ;gJ,a(\e Et ~ annual ,rn,eet~. In tb.& earl}' 

y~a:r;-e ot the organization larious months Wel:'$ tried aa :meeting times. At 

first vacation days were used tor the :rll$Eitings"" Ill. 1963 ana 1864 tfu:i meet ... 

:l.;ttg$ were held in S.eptembtr and. July respao.tively, :Jh:'om 1855 th:rough 18~ 

July wa$ the convention time. From laet through 1870 1ib.e oonwntiomJ were 

held 'n June. Then tor three years. Dttaember bGOatll$ the meeting date .. Th&n 

Ausum was tried for three yee.re. :From l.S7G 'bhl'ough 1001 the meetings 

were again held in .TtU"J.~.1 F:romlSS2 to ltOS 'bhe leurt wet~tlt in Dee~embe:r bi9• 

os.ma th.a :regular meeting tim&h2 In lOOS the schools were di!llmisuJed th~J 

1 
John Ma($Donald, and others, !l.• J!!•; :pp. .• 29 at seqq .• 

2 John :Ma.o:Donllld, ''Kian~Sas State Teaohe:rs li.S$OOiation1 " .Vfe.~~~n 
Sohool Journal, Vola. VII! to XXIV; pp .• 331 and 51h 



latter pal't ot the t:i.rat W&$k 1n l~ovembar ;tn ot"d.E)r that tho teachers :might 

3 
~onvenlih Thus was aet the p:raoedent for s:l.noe th~t t~ the meetings 

have been held in November. tlnt:U tha ;p:m"i.' 1.881 the convention was held 

in va:r1ous eit1es4 although a,ll of the oitiea were in Northeastern KEmS~I!h 

Ill the order in whioh m.eet ings wwe held. in them the :f'<.)llowine: ;pla,t;tea were 

.convention ai ties: Leavenworth, To:peka. ~ Atchison, tawretnce, Em.poria11 Man• 

hattan, Wyandotte~ H'W!lbold:t;1 Ottawa~ and Via.l:lay Falls.. From 1881 to 1919 

the ~onvent:tons met in Topeke.,5 :rn 1919 the Boal'd inaugu:ra.ted. a four 

:tOOeting :p:tan.6 In 19~ the ~onventio.n& W$re d.f:v:ld.ea into six sections a.nd 

held in six di:Cferent cities,7 In 1936 the oon-ientions ware held :L:n eight 
. .· ·I . 

different ai tiee although that plan ha:s not been followed. consistently 

ainee. und.a:r the six oity plan thrae progl'atlls are prepared. and the ait:tes 

in groups of two alteme:tG> the spu.kerth The cities whi~h haw been cho~n 

under the .multi ... meeting plan he.ve beens Parson•• Topeka; InWf>l,H.m&m.ea,. 

Wichita, Eu.teb.inf!On, Hays. :Oode$61 C:I:L-.r, xansa$ Oity• Ge.trden Oity, Manllattan, 

:!! Fot w. BltUiknil$.:1:'• x~\llo:Ji!edua .!!. ;Kanta .. l¥l!, ~~$to;a (Ohioago• Sifmde.ttd 
PUblishing Oom.pany, n. d.),, Vol. Il:t )ll aot. 

4 
Meu.tDGnald• and. othe:!:'s,. }.oct, ~it • 

5 Bla<:tli:mal'J lO<h ,Q!,'l(t 

6 a. ;m. Rar:t(lk1, "Moom;plisb:m.ents ot the Kan.as sta1all Tettlohe:rs Aaeoo ... 
iation, tt Kan.saa 7la~ghel.' ~western S,9}lo~,b .a:~l,t 54t51 Marohl 1932. 

'l '• t. Pi:net. '"l'hum.b Nail sketChes." !!n!!!s, r..ta~her, .!rut !@~.~ern 
Sohool .rournal, 139 :se, ootober, l£129. 

8 r, t. Pin&·~;, ·'-f~~ ot ~ ~!Cll."at.~.f.l .2! ~!!.! .§j;a;!!~ ~YtqP.E!;r.:! 
Msoo.;!!t~~~ to tb~ Boar piCa, Kanu,ua state T-.ohers AE~sooiation, 
D$Qetnb~ f5, !i31f"" :P• 1h 
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)AlW;ttsnO$• Win:f'feld, and Salina. Pre$U!l!.!1lbly, the cities are pioksd 

aooording to spatial distribution of t$aOh$rs. Along with the dividing 

of the ~onvention into seatiolUI held in different tt.~it:tes ha.a oo:me an 

ino~t.se in th.G membe:t>$b.ip ot tib.e Kan$!1.S sta.t~e Teaohe!!;im AiiU!!oOi~>.:ttion.9 

,Olla~e• .!! .!!! . .PJ§ J!W.d. ,Ol'i~i~at.~<2.~ 21. ~ ,qpn~D:.t~~l?i!· Wlt&n the 

~aonvention m.&t in the ea d:ttterent ei ties in 1~;53 tb.$l'e wex>e two general 

$essio.n$ h•ld on ths tirst ·day ... one :ll'l. the morning al'l4 one at :night. 

JWid:q att"rnoan the tollowing round ta.bl$ ll¥!letina:s were held t art • biol ... 

ogy, physiology a.nl\l hygif.tne, b0$.rd. of eilluQ..ation, oadet teaober tlt'tA:I.ningJi 

ao:mri'l$:reet county tliU:Pfi!rint$Udellts* el.erncmtary suhool principals, EngliE!h, 

geography• G~l Bl!aJ&rva, health, Hi"'!; HOl:ll& EHtoaom.iQs, prinlaey1 ool):l.al 

atudiea, tSPtceeh and dm:tnatios* ~d.ed :room, weationld. gu:tdanaeJ in ... 

dllA1ttrial arts, interadiat& grades, tat1:n, libr~ ana study ball. ln$.tha .... 

:ma.tios, l'OOdern 1llln/li.Uil8EiUI• m:usi.O •. 1?111 'f• A• • phyetoal edueat:l.on, IJhys;t.()s, 

ohmtiatl"y rand gttnere.l s~ienoe .. and :p:rint.il'l8• Altogether there wsN 

thirty ... one round tables. on saturday me mine; ·there were sewn deputm.en t 

meetinliUW ooru~i•ting ot~ tlollege, senior high1 ju:nio~ high, rural and 

. thi:t>d class city high, intel"med.iate g:ra.diiHlt rural sohool, and pr:i.mal:"'J'"' 

kinderguten.l0 The gsueral sessions were addressed by featured spE~akerb 

as were the dept~.:rttment meetingm. The, round. tables te.ndE~d more to th.e 

open forw.n style. Apparently th(!l attem,pts o:f' the l'ileY;;+tinga have been to 

provide ll!Or-e and more epec:lal:t,.ed speakl!lrs and 'brQnC!thEHh A glJmce at 

9 .Q!" Rq~t, -· Ohapt.e:r IIl, p 28, l\lx;pana:ton in the mEnnbf:t'shi:p" 

. .;J.O ttOffic ial P:rel:tmi:nary Program," E:w.1eaa Tea~her and Western 
sehool .Tournal. 37 :2S...36, O<JtObCil:r. lQ33. .. ' ... -



the histo:ry :indioates that t'Sll<lh has been the: growth., 

some of tht $1)/bloializ&d meetinge erppaa~e<l during the lSOOt,s.,. In 

the y~ l$74 the oonmon sohool., high school, e.ntl college se~tion$ w.ere 

eree:tert.
11 

In 1885 real."1"'flmgernents were made in the progrsun sohillld:u.lEiJ so 

that dep$l"'tmen:t ln$&ttnss "W'h'e held ill tl1e .rore:noon and sen(!lt'Ei.l S&IIUBiOlUl 

in the afttn"noons and f!venings.lr2 'l'b.e prJ.nr.ary ud kinde:r;<ga:t•ten depart ... 

mente Wl!!lre establi$had 1~ lS~l~US Wh.Et:n the l.OOt l'l:l$&t:tng was held there 

had been organitiUHt the tollowibg departm.E~mts: ooll.ege and high sE:!hooJ,, 

pr~y and kindersartw, and coXl'lnWn and paded sehool~14 Also in the 

Uot meet :tng there eppea.rad the to llow:l.ng rou:tad. tablu: o:t. ty liJUPe.t' in• 

tenda'b, pedagogy, Ensl:t&. l:!.istoey ap.i I!JDOiol.OS¥, I!IOien~e, nn.t$itw and 

La'IU.n l.tld G:rilllek)L5 Jy the ~t> 1914 ther11 W!ill'$ :t\ive gtneral l!!EUUl!:l.otua. 

tl'V$ notions.~ end mine~en rouna ta'blEJt~ .. 16 ln. the 19!2 llli!Httin« one. 

eentml there wat~~ oa.XT14u1 oo.t tllro:ugh,. the_ gen$:t"al aessions, th-EJ depart• 

m.ent •e'bings, and the rou.nd ta.bl$ d.is<sl.uusiona~ aleo ()ne general 1\!!it:.udon 

wu set as1de strittly for Eanaa;s spe~:t'£hl7 By l$3~ these !ll$etir.tgs 

had S:t\?•n to the proportiOAa d(llsori~d &.t tl?-e bef!:!.nning of this to:pich 

-------'-
ll J'ohn Ma:c:OOnaldt and o1ih$ra, ,~ .. t· «ait. 

l2 Ibid.. -
J.3 Ibid. -
l.4 J'ohn Ma.cDo:nald, lll\alatnas state TE~aCWS ASII!IOQ;I,ation-4t!th SiiHJS"" 

ion.n western .~~o.ql Journal, 2fH!U,. Januat'y* 19.10-

lo Ibid. --
1a Ellsworth• Ootober, ltl4• toq. (S.~'Ii.· 

1'1 :r. w. Miley, t~Oono.erning tlli\&. Fifty .. n:f.nth .A.tl.llua.l S&$s:Lon o:t:' t:l:t.$ 
Kansas Stt:G$ Teachers Assoo ilation," ,l~sn.s Teaohfir and W&~Ste:rn .~choo! 
Journal; 15 J7 t June, JulY• 1922• 



21 

;tgnds B.! .slll!l~el"s a:n,S :t.9;eio.! ~.!!!!. oo,nvep.t~OP,.i• In the ~«~Jas 

llldu.t:at io:nal J'ournal f'ol:' J"t:Ul.El, i9641 appeared 1hh announeement: 

"The tirwt annual meeting of the stat.e ABS!Oeiat:ton will be h$ld. 
ill th!li.l city or Topeka on ':'uefl!day, 17eduesda.y, and ':f'hw:•sdo.y the l9th

1 
. 

.2oth., and 2lsrt ot J'uly. 

"tecture~~J, essays• alf4 :ce;porta upon tntel'$ai'ling edueational t<>p:l.llta 
will be :presented. by some of the most am:l.n$n:b eduoa:to:t's of the state. 

"Ample ura.ngemen.ts have bll!en ~d.$ to aoaonmodate teachera and. 
O'iends of $du~uation* gra.titously. nl9 

M e:ttoutiw :meeting held oetob~ :a. 1ae~, had. set the meeti~ f'or 

tbat date and had outlin<!Hl the toll.Dwing progrrun: On 'l'UiiU!lday morn~ two 

Ptl:Pers we:r.e 1o be :presented on the top:los, "TI.aeh.ing ou of the te~rned 

Pl'ofesJ:~lo:rul, If and '''Why Should Females Study O.~m11!4tl"Y?tt ·:en. th• e.tternoon 

a pape:r was to be :prEUHiltlted on n:Mol"'!!.l Illiltl"''llt:l.0n.,tt on WednE!sd.ay :nx;~ .... 

:1q thfll following pap$l."S were planneGh 110al:t.ll!ltbentit!J a ... "' and "T.b,$ Teacher 

lil.ou.l.d Study."' Othe:t~ J?l!\j;lers to be Pl'lfll.@1t«Jd •re l ttT.b.41t Edu.oation of the 

$exes Should Not l3e Separated, tt "P:raQt1oa1 Tea(l,lhtn.g, n and "'VIlui!ot D$gree 

ot !\$ligiou.ea :r.nst:ruetion Is Desirable ~d. Obtain~ble in Our Public 

SC'hool$?.,19 

In the 1935 m.ee.tings the th.exne to lloWed wa.s ttThs Need f'or a. Lat'ger 

Protess~onal SPirit ~ng Teachers in a 1~ ot P~il•" Two addresses 

were o,n the two general session meet i1:l8ill 1n each city.. Topit:ta ot the 

ml!letillgs Wl!)re; ?tJl'Ud and Mu.sio, 1' "Promoting ltool).omJ.e Seou:r::tty.1 tt 
11 W'.b.at can 

We El:tmi.llat•?t' !tiJ:he Real Bustruuul1 of tht Snhool. n "Am.er!Ga Goee to 

Sohool," &n.d "What Prioe You.th?n20 

-------
lS :r .. :r •. :MeOa:r:ty, t'ifmll!lfUi state TMtollllll!'lll Aadloeier.t:t.on," Kfme.s 

l!lducat ion~l ,;r.qurA~l. 1 l ;188 • .runs, 1964 .. 

l~ Ibid·~ P• l5~. -



A.Sain it appea:t.•s that there has been an evolut~.on toward. l'OO:t."$ spec: ... 

ialisetli p:rograJ:tU:h The number of gane:r.•al aes~donm deo;reeuaed ta.nd the :number 

ot apeo:tal :rnea'bingA!i had inCJreasedt AliSO the organi~ation had gone into 

the field.· of 'bringing .in apeake:ts of :t'lllnown to ad.dlresa the m$mbers a~ thei 

t~at session was C~Addresse~ by Kansas pe:rJ"sona and. the 1935 session had. 

1lllillJllY out-o.t ... atate lllpeakers.. some of the top:t.b, ind me:t;$ it would seem, 

as do the polieias and aotiv:Lties throughout tne history o:r tl:\$ lll;SI!IO~ ... 

iaticn, the problema exist:Ulg in ed:uoation l!l.t the t:tm.e and the influence 

of epci~ eona.it:t.ona on teaehi:ng. So:roo of the topil!ts hs:w a veey tlllniliar 

$Ounci whioh would indwate that eduot.tttional growth is not a matter of 

.l1l.U.Ute:s .acoomplil!b.ed in one aonvention but 1$ e~. ma:btar of yatu•e aoqu:il'ed 

by :patient peAl!istenee. Parha.pa, it il'ldt<Ja'bes thlllt thet>Q!: &:xist certain 

$ducat ion.e.l oytlle$ whioh tand to :reeur. Somt ot th$ to ;pica pr&:t~~anted 

d.uriag tha :meetings in the 1800's were: "'The .Amer:t~an Inol:hw.tion to 

Nowlty as JJ:tanifestad :tn the TiaOh.inS Protees:10l'l .. ~~t~1 "'ll'a.oto:r and. Pro ... 

duot1 .,IZ "lilngli~JJh G:r:am:nar in the Distriot SO.hoo1..s• "'23 t!J\(G:ral Training 

in Public S®.oola, ~•24 nWb,at Is a P:Jna.~t1oa1 llHluQat:ton?"25 "Woma.nt :&e:t' 

t1 .John MaoDonald, "ltanaas State Teaoherc Association,." !.l!.!tern 
~..2! .J'o~, J'anuary 1895• lh 331. 

2'. Constitution and. Oft:!&Et:lfl!l ot sta'IH~ 'l!Et-.oha:ra ~o!0;9.1ation of !C1fm-
1$.S (Tolii'ka': !Cansaa it'ete T.e'aohi:r:i!JAilHilOOiat'ion;··m77 pp~~··! 'et miqq:-' 

23 Ibid• -
24 John MraeOonald• "Kenels Sta:te Teaohe:t>Ail .AJsSO(I)iat:ton, tt V{,e,steS:, 

.... i,...eh...,o_o .... l !p;urnal, lJH331, .Tanua;ry, 3.8~&. 

25 John Ma.oDonald., "lUmsa.av State Teach~rs Aasociation.," y(ea"'?,e,~ 
Behool .Tou:t'llal, l6::53l1 J'ar"U,til.r::t 1 1900. 
I r ~ io1 I ~ ~f ~ 



'fGISC:.her and l!is Work .. u A eomp~hon betW®en the Fortieth and 1ift:l;$th 

Seh'Ssions shows some of the e11·olutiona during the 1900' a.. The 1~02 

&e&$ion27 he\d ttve gene.ral eessions at wb.ioh e. total ot titt•n lectures 

•nd talks we:t~e sivfl'n.. In ·the 1~12 session28 thex·e were :f;'o1tr gt~Jnera.l 

$$1ltlliJ.iol:l.i\l with a total of #*11\!Yell talk$ being g:t.ve.n. The tortieth aeseion 

had n:tru;11 mus1oal. o:t'fex•ings and a Shakespearaan :t"$Oital1 the tif'ti$th · 

ses•toll. had thre• l:ll.'US!Ca.l reo.itala and a Oll.la ... 8\Ct oper.,_t ia -oonGert. 

·In. the ea:t'ly tnfHltitlgs featured a:peakers appeared with sometttne:s 

only oll:EI on the proe;I'am, On tlle 1,'ll"Ogram in 1875 wa.$ a leGttu:'e by w. '1'. 

l:tarrist St~pe:t>intendent ot the St .. Louie PubJJ.c So.hool Syste!lttc2~ In ltWg 

J' • Ea;bon1 United .s>·tatea Gcm:miseione:r ot Eduoatioh spoke. 00 Dur :tag tl:l.e 

ltsoo•.a~ othtr fesr~ured a:peaktra a:ppea.l'et: Mliar~lillt Hill MQCarle:w. a 

l!llembel' ot the Kanaaa State Teachers As$oeiation h&d a part on tlla l.SOO 

prosra.m •. ~l An indication of 'the type of s:p$ech wli:teh Captain ;r. <h Waters 

g&w. on the!'~ 1899 :p~grsun oan be. gained tram hif1 final worda: 11In per­

enn:t~l bro:nz• I want to see ereoted. t.J:ut'!tl'iSY ot thtl nraph ... ·~~lestial• 

angel. all diVine, yet all h~n, ni~hesi heart an4i ~earest heaw:n., The 

~e; Henry Barnard., "Aanl4a state TaaQhtlllrs A.euttooiation• tt l!iJ!!:rtore! 
j£owm.al,!?.! E~o~t!P!• 15;387 t J'unl• l6158v 

. 27 PliO 21l!!. ~!4 §.tfA:If ~,ao~t.r,.s .~SRgiatio.n,( Topeka t 
lCan.a.s St51.tlill eaoll..i!.ll1 SI .Assoo:tation. . 01i IJ~h l, ... 5. 

28 P~l'~ .2! ~ ~~.'! ~ :t~!OP:fl.rt,.f!S:O!iJ?.t~o~.( Topaka: 
K~~maae state TMohers .Assooiatio'il~-Tgltal PP• · 5 .. 

29 John Mao:OonaJ.d end others, ..2l?J. s,~ "!.!.t Pt 36 • 

30 
,'f,p.,O • 0 * t • 

11 J"ol:ul MatDonald, rt!Qmsas Sta;tUll 'reachers .A.e$OO:lation," Wfbstar.n 
SChool .J'ournal, 16 .;331, .ranuacy 1899. 



Krules .Sehool Marm. n32 hesident Bryan King of !C:ing t s oohool of Oratol."y 

,at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, wa:a another s~:a.;akel1 on this ,progratn.. Dui"ing 

the early lQOO' a these were featu:re4 spealtarlfiH33 Dr· lh :lh .Spa::rkti:lt pro~ 

tesso::r of history at tho University of Oh.:l.eago~ w .. A, ?Jhite; Dr .. A· E. 

Winshi:Pi Dr .. !h Oanfield; and G .. stanley Hall.. In the 1009 meeting the 

Wisconsin; Dr.. A• S• Draper, N.w Yorlr; State- OOl'J:I.laiEuaioner of :dld.uoatiotl.; 

:or~ ll;. A· Stiener of Grinnell, Iowa and :r .. w. oook, :pr(1)aident ot Ohio 

.State Univ~raity. Speaker~a or national renown who h&ve ainee appeared on 

the programs include: 34 Rabbi Stephen Wise; A· lh Albert, president of 

Rotary, lntel~national; w. ME,\the!l' X..w1.s~ president of ~rge Washington 

University;. Ph lll• Slosion, sa~ntist; Will Dtl.I'emt, philo60pher; .Richard 

liallibul'ton. adventurer; ste:u.:r:"t Cha$e; :Oavid starr Jo~ctan; Glexm. ll':rank; . 

Paul 1t. Uol?o.tts G,. :P. N:Ytli H.r L• Oaawell; G.,.;a., O:&:n$m; Lloyd c. DoUglas; 

A• :a:~ Wi.gg&m! :or. Boyd H" Bode; Ca:rl. Sandburg; wm. J'olm. Ooopa:tJ w. T. 

Foster.J ~tnd Dr. D-. A~t· Poling. In 1909 ai:z: out ... of ... :Jtate apealO!'lrs e.ppaar$d 

011 the: p:rogrW'!l.55 in l9l4 JUne out ... of .. $tat$ S~.Pettkel:s W$1'1!! invit.ed. to the 

aonventionw36 and by lQ32 almost forty out-of•state $peaker2 at a Qost of 

about $10;000 Dre 1nvitect.3'i' 

32 John MaoDone.ld.. '"Kana a stat:e Te$.0ll~:t'S AaSO(l :tEI.t:l.on, " ,W~a~.~.E!l 
)(i~o(;)l Jou:rnal1 l6:00lt Jenua:cy, 1000-

53 Ooll'J;Pil6.'d from the Weatel'll .§.~op~ Journal, Volumtnt XVII to JOrr.t • 
(U~Ol ... l910) " 

·54 \.... 
Clom;piled from ~·et I~¥.! :J!.~~oh~, Volumes XV! to ::WIV {l9S2 ... l939}, 

!Pf5 John MacDonald. 11IDm.sas state Teachers .!SOOQiation-47tlt Session," 
~ .!U.t,, P• 51. 

I 

3$ Ellsworth, ~, !ll•, 0Qtober, 1914• 

~7 Rari<:tk., loo. oJ. .. t. 



P.?.l.;~J...!~ S~,?.P..Ol',~,e$. J?7i ~ .. esJ:.Rt.~.?.!l~~ Another ;phnM o:r the annual meat"" 

ings waa expressed in ite :reooltttions. Toda;r under the 1936 constitution 

the Delegate Aeaambl:l.es. and the variotts oomrn:t.ttEms ru:~.ndle t.he reaolvins.­

However,· :previously the .'illi:.'W!bera of the oon:ventions heard. the report of a 

oorn.mlttae on resolutions emd adopted or :rejected the report. As in the 

case or the subjects of the speeollt!H:'I rna.!e a.t the convention.$ some of' th.QI 

:reaolu.tio:na have a vecy famil:tax+ souhl. some ot the :reaolu:t:tona38 .he,'ll'ef 

related to p:rofea~&io:na.l q:ualiticat ions sueb. as the one ot 1854 Whiah asked 

that teachers institutes be hold semi .. a.nnt~ally 11 the.t of 1885 whioh maligned 

the county attperintenae:nt~;~ as the ''blaok sheep" of the aohool 3yl3tem1 and 

the one of 1895 which called. for auxil;l!lry normal school~:J to be established .. 

trhe report ot the :t'"esolutiona QOtr.tnittes in 1910 was adopted. to s.ay: 

ttl'fhere must be ruore and mer$ :rigid aoat'lamio and 1Jl"':fessional. stand'"" 
arda ot nqu:f.l>enumts fo:r entll'ante into teaMing work and we favor 
legisJ.~~tion mak:tns ouch rer,:cuirerJ.•!m'be• tt3~ 

In 1912 the convention reoolwd that ed.uaaiiona.l o:f.'.tices :should be 

:removed from. :POliti¢ s and. again iu 1914 the ~esolut:tons l:!:nl.led. tor th& 

county and state superintendents to bill taken t.rom the :i.ntluwaa or :volitj,os .• 

In 1924 a resolution eu!lked. that &:t:t'ieient teaqhel!'t~~ be obtained for rural 

sohool$ and. that a.n armuity law be enacted.. Other r.aaolutions have d®alt 

with mol?al phal!iEU~ such ae the lS"/8 resolution which fa.'Vt:>:t<~d tenrperan~~~. 

the l8134 ret5olutton t:hat ~eked that· tam:,Pe:r.'400.0I!.l' instruction be given :f.n 

the eoht1ola• that in lOSS Whioh aaked ·that t&aohette EW.d. pu:pils abstain 

38 H.e•olut:f.one to 10~3 taken trom 1a!, _9.,olutebi.an ~t~r.z :!":1:-om 1893 
to 1g14 trom the.}!.!~ :~ .. choo~ J,o,n;:~;t: and t:rom lm-to date trom The 
Elm ea.!'! 'I'eache:r. 

~ x.. p1 Whit1uwor&,. chairman, ''Kansas State Tet:Aohers .A.esoo1a:b1on1 tt 

Weetfl!rn Sohool Journal, 215 %32• Novembat\, l9lO • 
..;.;..:;;.,;;....;;,..;:= ~...,.~ ~~----" 



trom tobaooo, and the one ill l89l which \U'Sed. mre instruction on 'tobaooo 

and aleohol, In 1912 this resolution was adopted: 

..... the building of ohtu"aater is the :real aim of the $oboola. We 
coll!ll'.lllftt'ld. evEI3:'y e:ttort f>t ;parents ud teetther• to !i'le'VVIJlOl;l. in the ~th 
ot our state a high regll!l'd for oo.nst ituted a.utho:ri ty., n40 

A final grou:p dealt with ~~hool I!Jonditio:n.s in gehara.lt iUl 1964 Walt 

was depN~ated but a pr~tf<l'al view was taken. in 1865 a atate no:t'mal ;aQhool 

was endo:l'sed and great~ ~are was Urged in. tb.e choice of ¢ount:r super:tn• 

tendents, in 1866 a l"EEsolu11on. :te:vored. admiss:ton of colored children into 

publ1() schools; in 1870 the group favored teaching the Bible in thtll $ehoolsf 

and in 1872 they favored the oraatio.n of a state Board of Ed.uoatioli to .ax ... 

amine teaoherlll and grant <'hil'tit1oatt~Hil as wall al!l ~SinS the establia'hment 

ot a re:f.'ortn solloolt In 1892 mol'$ stringent iwwtnoy and oompulll!O:t'Y edutat ion 

l.a,ws were demanded• in le97 ~onaolidation of weak d1411tr1o1us was asked tol', 

and ae late as 1902 tree high sOhool tuition was. Cl.amand.ed-. In 1910 the 

"We believe that it 1s vital to the eff'ieiEJ.ney of our schools .... 
tha;b u • the!E'e sh oul.d be roore tdeQ.'t.Ui.te provhi on ot S&(\lU:ri ty · l!U'ld 
pEJ~ee ot tenure in teaeh:tng post ttons. :ln. ord.•r that teaching 
may tak$ ita l'ightful. plaoe am.0ng the protession$1 and that tes.oh:t.ng 
ae a lU'e work may c~d as it should the best brains and 'be$t 
efforts of •t:rrong men and wo•n• n4l 

I:n. 1912 the teaoh:l.l'l8 of aex hygiene in the S\(lhoole. WEI.$ eoln/31$nded, 

in 1913 the sta.te uniformity of high. school texba was o);l;poeed. At the 

1914 oonvention the ~omit'tlee on ~Ehlolutions said that the majority on 

the school Book Oonlll.il!lsion l!lhould be engaged in publiCJ school work, and 

40 W; s. Heusne:r, ohai:r~n. Mo~ted; R!2o~'b 2!. the Oomn~~.te~ •• 9.!! 
Retolutions ... l1'1ttieth .Annual Setssio:n,To:pekfa.; Knn•e.• State 'l'eaahers 
Aesooiation. 10l2~,PP• 1~12. 

41 
W.b.i ttemo:re, loo .. ~. 
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inequalities :in e®oational (l;p:pe:r:'tunities between :rioh and poor districts 

were d.E:Iplo:red in lttso. SOme of these ~etolutions have 'been written into 

le.w am Ohapter V on .Acto.m;plishxnents o:e the Ka:n~~as state Teachers Aesoeiation 

will show, others WE~:t't tem:p01"$.:t"f issues whiah: did. not outlive th&i:lf' t:l.!.ne, 

and still others oont:tnue to di!Jl1lliUl.d the attention of educators rand legis'"' 

lators of Kansas. 

'l:'h.a ~RMsioe, £! .. ~ ~btJ)r~!;ii• Otte of the greatest problems which 

the Kansas S'tate rr-.ohers .A.sso<itlation faoed. d.ul>ing the period ~m 1863 

Wl.til the tiv~t high peak 1n l88Q was the seour:tng ot enough members and 

enough tees to continue the organization pl"'fitabl.y-. MI!!Uly arit1eal. rea:r~a 

in e.t'tlendanoe were d.ue to forces l;le;srond. the control of the association tor 

a• ea.t"lY' a• l$74 the srasshoppe:r plague .:tm.ost made the meeting taU 

through~~4i'a In 18'7& appal>~ntly th$ stat$ Teachers .Asmooiation :t\lO$d a. 

oris:ls f'or there wam an a1tf!1ndan,ae of' only thrity .. five parsons so 'bhe 

meutt:ing was adjou:tl'lled to !l!leet on De.oemb$r 25 Elt whi<.th time the tirst Board 

ot Diree"bors was el.e<~ted. 43 Fott awhile the a.esooiat:l.on had 'tried the lite 

mll!lbermhip pl~~m but diacontinued. the :Pre.eti~e :Ln 1sea. 44 Finally th,~· 

n:uBmbersh:tp rose to one thou1ani two hundred and. torty-'tl:u:"ee in last wh1Qh 

wa~a ctallSd r~tne lugest xnemb$rsh.:l:p 4l!V'er known in the hi•tory of :state 

asaooiat:t.on UJYWhere~ " 45 Natu~ again :Intervened in l892 When a severe 
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snowtJtom caused the Stttendanoe to drop to tou:r hundred and ninety-,..46 How ... 
~ 

ewr. gradual growth took place Md in lStl4 the Kansas state Teaoher~t~ Aasoe .. 

:!at:toa hit a .. greatest meetillg"47 with an $'btendanee of ti'V'$ thousand two 

hundred and forty ... :f'iV«h ln l~lS plans tor an extt;m.si.on to a four meet:rns 

;pllan were oancelled dura to a ":flu" $1?iCl$l'lli<J wh:ich ~e.eulted in th& stat($ 

:eoard of Health asking that the meetings 'be eancellea.<!IS o. E., Re.riak now 

a paat president ot the Kanqas State TeacherS~ Alll.f!H'H~iat1oll in an ari:tole in 

tt'fl! Qll§IU ~eao¥t tor Maroh, l931:l, ~illled the g;rowth when he sa:rs: 

"Up until tVMnt;v Yt>al'tlt ago the total ntambersh;tp. ot th& !Olnsaua State Teaoh ... 

era ~ssoo:l.e:tion ~~d fi'om eoo to 1000. Since lS!llf. it MS grown m:Jl:"fil or 

lE~ss. siread1J.y.tt49 Table II mhowe the growth :t:tJ, mentb$t>,eh1p f'l>Om l9!l When 

th• National Education Assooia.tion pla<'Hl)l the Kan&aa orgiln1sation. aa th• 

e.rtate having the ls.:t~ge$t pe:r<Jentaer;a of its: popu~tit:tn belonging to the 

l.o~al <~Mpter. Since l.921 the mem'bettship hail risen and fallen ~.1'0$'\l'th.at 

with a low of 73 per oent of the teaahi!lrs ba!ug m&mbers ot the e.ssoa,:te:Uo:n 

in l.Q34 When the depr•us::ton "Wa$ <U\u.s:lng eoonomia distress. In 19361. how ... 

l!'llll".; t4 per C$ll:t of the teao.hers ot :KI!m._a We:t"e members ot the $t~tte 

asaoo 1a.t ion. FigUre I indicates the coraptU"ati \1'$ membership ot th• various 

oounties of tanl$s; as it existed in 1927 a.nd as it existed in 1937. 

----·--46 
lbid~, p11 5'? • 

47 n. A .•. Ellno:rth• 1•Th.e Five Reaolutione of the Jd.ta~at:tona.l. Oounoil," 
.~*!'. .W.!it~ohe:r. 1:11 May, l9l4u· 

48 
Ral:' ialt, .211 .!..!:!!.! 1 lh 5 • 
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1932 
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.1933 

1934 
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1936 

1937 

12~691 
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13,.330 
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laf568 
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87.76 
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19th 

lath 

16th 

levh 

l7th 

215th 

23rd 

m •. tS 

17th 

lath 

21st 

28th 

26th 

30th 

27th 

lg.3,8,., ..... ·' • _,_., ~?.L~~~ ........ 941ii 23;rd 
* miim'b&r;-pe:ri m;o(J() :po:piiliirtiTo'n'~ . · · -·--· --·-· -· ·---.. --·· 
Ocu:np:l.led. froln the Journal ot "E.h!_Ne.tional Education Asl!loei&ticm ...... stot:l.ng 
with the November 1921 issue and QOn0ludi:ng with the November l93S issUEh 
From eha.rta headed "Growth of' Education Asaooia tions • ., 
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~esa tigurea would indicate that some of the Eastern oountiaa had sutfe~ 

ed an actual decline in m$l.1lbElrab.:tp over that pe!t'iod ot ten yeara ~ 

The early mee.ting$ did not d:raw even a am:tll proportion at the 
' 

tiiuaoherllh The rap:t:esentation w:e.s almost entirely f:rom the northea$tf,!l'il 

aetltion and Jnany looal ora;an~atione were xno:t'a powfn':tul and had largexo 

and mre re,P:resantat ive mem'berahil)llh t:SO Ot 'o,. Wr.1@lll;t.1 ·aseiatant.,...se~reta:ry 
' . ' 

ot the :romee.s state T$a<she:re A&sooiation oommen:~Ul.g o;a the SflV«mt;y;•J!\'l.tth 

A.nniireraary of th.$ associa:t;ion aaidt 

"The growth of the state· organi~tion."' .had been dwa:ri'ed by the 
doevelo:pment o.t district teachers organizations which threate.:ned to 
e•n greater :tntluen~e ('by 1Ql4) .tll.an th$ state associatton.,.5l 

There were n.i.nef distri<ttts whioh "b.eld ~l mE~Jetings. Then in . . 

l.~le r~ t. Pinet bet)~ the new :pe:rme.n~nt set':lret$:t'Y;u studied the member .. 

ship :t"O.Us &.rl.d .toun.d that 75 ptr ~ent ot th$ :me.tn.berllll lived. withilt a~vanty­

tive XDJ:les of ';!?opem. the qonvention ility.- R& began a eam.patgn to in ... 

t~:t"est t.ll teaohe:t"!ih The raeul'b was o:ae of $l'l.la:t"Sed member$h1p and :tn ... 

~reaMd interest-52 Under thS< tm.pettt.l of the tour m&eting plan th.e 

1Mt'llb$l'ehi:p more than doubled., o~ o., Wright says~ "Within three ~ar-a 

{at't$l" Pillet toctk office) the dist:ll'iot aaaoe.ie:tions werf! united ill the 

atat~t~ organiZation $ld lost their !!ientity. w55 It 'WOUld seem th..e:n that 

the mu.l ti-~et :1ng plan was one ot the pr:i.ln.e factoxo.,. :tu the indreaae in 

1Tl.emb$r:ahip 'Whioh started about l9lt. 

50 John MaoDonald,. tttook :BIIl.okwarrll", .2li!J. o:tt., P• 12. 

f>l C • 0 • Wright~ ns.even'try ... Ji:tth Anni"ftlrMry of' Kansas State TeMh ... 
er~a Asaoo:iationdt n ,2i!. m~ • P• ·6 .. 

52 Milton '!'abort nptlotl!l TeaahEi!re t\l High Rtoord of .Aell:le.!'v'ement. n 
ToJ2ekft Dail~ Op.;g~t~l, May 26, 1935t P• tB• 

53 o. o. wright, .!.9.!! a;tt. ·· 
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TEE E:xPANSION OF TEE SERVICES OF Tm! ORG.ANIZAT!ON 

$eX'viees besi®e til$ annual ll;l~etinS• 'l'he Kani!I:ElS State Teaohll¢IS 

.Assoaiati.on has add.eQ. organs to l:'end.er certain services a.a it g:~tE~Vh The 

:Rea¢Ung Circle and the Paoemen t Bu:t"eau will be discussed under Chapter V 

as taeoOlll:plishnlent~h The ser\'iaes iru~lude the publishing of an o:ffioial 

:mage.~ine • apparently, for the purpo111a o:t: pi"eeJerving unity in the organ ... 

i2ationJ the establishing of .tru!letings to give the members a hend in deter ... 

mining tht policy ot the all\lsoois:tion.; and the f'urniah.ine; of' an annual 

p:rosra to:r administrators' By way o:t $Ultllllary the guide that tinl!lULOEts 

furni$11 as to the '-nereased. serviuas makeus an interestillg atudy. 

'l'he ot,;t:ieMl §tl~l,ne• Today~. KrAn11as ,T,ea~~t. finds its way 

lllO:n:bhly. with the exeeption or the summer months, into the hands or all of 

th• msm.bers of' the Kansas. state Teachers Association. 21\!..l~·!l:Eta.S .~.!l'.!Oher 

w•• 'begun u an oftieial publication in 1914 when Volume l Number lwe.s 
. l 

published with D. A• Ellsworth ae editot-. Previous to ~,e, romaas Teaoher. 

however; a magazine was one of the big worries of the association. ~Vhen 

the state aseooiation watil organized, l-h D. McCarty became the editor o:t 

tll$ :Kansas Educational Journal Whioh w:e.s first pu.bliahed in June l864n 2 

It was to be devoted. to soienoe and. education and. published under the 

l D. A• Ellsworthj Ks.nsEuis Teao:her, "A Dec lax' at ion o:f' Prine ipltus«, 
ltl, May, 1914. 

2 At ;a:., p. MoOarty, "bnaas stat~&: '.t'ea.ohel's Aasoo:l.at:t.on," ~ap~a! ~ ... 
~ational ;rournal• 11100, J'une, 1864 • 

'i 
.. ~~----------------------------------........................................ . Iii ~ .. 



direction o:f' the Kansu State Teaoherllt J\f!lsoo.iation. .!t was publiahe4 

:monthly With a subso:ript:t.on p:rice of one dollar an :llilSUEh F:r'om .1864 until 

lB85 the maguine ~&u:t'f~:red,?turbttlent histo:ey.s At the l!if&e:tins in 1866 

after two years of existen<U'l it \Vas tound that the .rournl!ll w&..$ not :paying 

tor itself and that faQt oa.u.$49d muoh diseention among the lt~Smbel'th ln 

la67 L· :a. Kellogg and. a. :a. Norton became the editors and. publ:tsherlll of 

the ~alline presu:ma'bly in an attempt tQ ti V$ 1 t n~w J.i~e" !n 1900 1 t was 

found thi.t the editors W&l"e having to araw from the:tr own ;po<lketa to l$ep 

the J'ourt1a.;l going. :Finally in 186~ tht Journal was tranefered to its 

editors tov two years" Jbu. in lS70 the :m.ag~or.i!UJ w.e.s ag61.in published by 

the X&nsu state 'feaehers Assoaie.tion,:&:l.nt'iald and Dilworth were chosen 

aa edit(;)rs o:t.' ths J'ournal. However thtij p;t+Oblem was not solved fOlr in 

1871 the oonvention again disousi!HIId 'lih.a magazine wb.ioh watTJ :tn trouble. In 

1572 1!\! IfeAmas lilduoa.tional 1£!urnal., 6U:!I .u4b._. diaapp~a.red when it we.a 

t~!il<l oVfl:r to private llands. 4 A:Ppartntl.y tl:l.t K:an:aaa Stat~ Teach&rlll Aesoo ... 

ie:bion •• tU!.W:tll:l.ng to forgo an of:f.'iQia.l pubJ.iQation for in l87G ~ 

oommittee was appointed to rabe the J'ou¥-nal r:rom. the dead. Finally in 

1679 T.b.fll Edutationis.rir made 1tdl appearance. :tts $ditor was Ch w~ Boss and 

its publi.sher was L~> A• W:risht Who also aotea ~~ assistant ed:ltox-.. ,I!\! 

~~uc:Jatio:n;terl1 was to be devoted. to the •ohool aud the hO:trl$• It was to be 

pu'blisb.ed. roonthly as an organ ot the ~Stat• depa.:r•nt o:t publ.io :Lnst:l."Ue ... 

tion ·and 'bh$ Ste.te 'l'&$1.0llers Assooiation. State SUperintendent MoOarty 



u 
~Jaid in leSO 1 ttJ: am. delighted with th& idea ot having a state organ apin. 

Our educational 1n'tellests have sutfered :rea.rtu.ll.y within the last s:tx 

:years for want or ~¥U~ah an organ. ttfi HoweW~:o, the ".nulsazill4 ~ls.QU.ett made 

its rea,ppearan~e at\d ia l.SS&> George Hose tmnsfea>ed hie interest in t:ne 

~u~tion1Jt iio the lld'llAational Publish:f.ns OompanlT ot To:pelfa._,e :rrom then 

1i1D.t U the :f'U"et lt'Gll'll!~ .l:•~r the event• ot the rassooia t :ton llerEI' :pub~i!Shed. 
. ' 

in The West~Jmt.§!hoo,l.toumal. edited 'br .Tolm MaoDo:ne.la. However, it We.$ 

in. :private hu.ds e.n<l not an offioial organ E>f the assoe~iation. In 1~17 

after tll& death ot :MaeDonald the Western §thool 1~!rn~ was oombined w1 th 

the Xan.e.s ~ob;e;r. In 191& F. L· Pinet edited his tirst mtJ:at:l.:ae 7 for 

the UstH~ia t1on b.4 hras eon tinued to do eo With the assisrtenoe ot 0. (h 

Wright sinae li$5,.1 

'!'he pnblishing ot the EimBas i:fe!ob.eit eos.QtNM $1.,000 'bo t5tOOO a 

month.• ln se:tUJral it ~;por1$ tll.Et aet:f:vitles ot 1ihe &Aisoo:lation and th~s 

ot edu<ta.tiall hterest • The r.theage$ :lt has gone th;r.•<:n~gh eons :tat mainly ot 

an in~reaae in •1~ ·EI.ll.d in the :n'llll1be:r." of ariiol••~~ .Al.$0 in ootober 1.935 

6 
H. n. MtCO'by, flJI'oreword.,,. ~ Edti.Oatiol'J;lst, Deoernber, 1.0001• the 

inside towr" 
6 .ral:!n MaeDonll\ldt »Noiias," 'Wfl)l!,lter:n Sehool;tpp,ma~1 lt3, February, 

'f 1. t.. P:l.net 1 ''Mr• Ell.swo~ 1 " lfan.l!lliill\1 . T,.E\ao}l!r, lfl6 • 11.ul$ , lOllS. 

e Interview with 0" 0 • Wrfghtt .A.S$iltant-S .. Hl:ttata.ry to the Karua~as 
state ':t'ea~hers Association .. 

' r II tik Pil:M\It J ~J.e.r. tor §i!,!;lm:t',!. { 'l'O;pttlk&. XtlnstUI Stat$ TMohers 
Aseoaiation, 19515\ ,p;p. lCh 
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the Xan.saa IJ:'eaab.el" appea.rtlld with ita first table of contents and there a:teo 

began .a serie a or QOV$ra li!hawins oome of the sehool buildings of K.ansas 

whiO:h were ollangee sponsored by~. o. o~ Wl'i!ht-

:M$m~:r~t:e, rerp~e:a,ent~t:tpA, ,or_sana.• The Oonatitution of 1913 prov:ld.ed 

tor .an Eduoational Council to be Qolll;PcOsed ot on$ del~gate from E!3a.ch organ ... 

ili!ed teacherst association having W'l enrol.lntent of not less than ten. In . 

.ranu.a:ry 1914 at its first meetill.g til$ :E.duoa:tione.l Oouno:ll outlined a. program· 

e~raeing five general propositions. The Counat1 ad.voca.tt;)df 1. a text-book 

law to gi'V'e tb.e teaolu;lrs the right to use lll\l.pplementary terla and to put a 

majority of i!!Jduea.tors on the T•xt Book OolllOliasion:t 2 .. a change fl:lom. the 

distriet ~t:l.on pla.n to e. oounty unit plan, 3 .. a non ... partiza.n ballot tor 

state cd o.ounty superintendents,. 4. the sta.ndard.i~t:ton ot h:tgh aohools 

with Me tuition. and e. d.ei'ini te Pl'Ofea,$:f.onal. standards including, the 

'Qerti:f'ieat:ton ot taaohal:'Eh .An editorial :Ln the ffe.Aeas ~~a,~}lett• said: ttFor 

the fix-'.st t:llne in its history the ilansla state Teachers Association enters 

u;pon a state ... wid$ aempaiglh n10 ThE:! Eduoational Oounoil continued to meat 

annually until 1g23 when a :RepreaentatiV$ A.$.etOO:nbly was put in its plaoe 

because ot the oritic:tsm tb.&t non'"'1'!1E/lD.be:t"s of the assooiation were helping 

to torm its polf¢f'~.Bs•·U The delegates to the Assembly were to be eleoted 

by each section of the annual oonven tion aoo.ord!ng to the numbers set by 

the Board~· .At :lts first annual Il1.Eleting in :M!u:'oh 1924 the :Repreetntat,;tve 

10 Ellemor.tth, "The Fi 'Wil Resolutioa~~t ot the llldutational Council•" 
loa .• o1t. 
~·~ 
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AIBMmbly drew up these resolution$ to be s:ub.m.ittecl to the ne.xt K:a.neas state 

1'eaoh.erl8 Aas~ia~ion •eting: 1. They 'W:'Sed the oreatio:tt ot a ~&tional :oe ... 

partment of Edueat:Lon; e. 't'hey urged the l$g1slature to pas$ u annuity law. 

1. Thcty ta.wred a l'et:t<enehr.n.ent ot l!lx't,rtaourriaul.l" aot:r:vit;L&a to the end 

"that <!th.Utb"ea may m:t.ntam a ll?e&.kil'lS B$Q.U1Aintanoe with their par$ntsttr 

4. '!'hey urgeil l'!Wre ettioi4nt't •ohers tor l"U.H1 aohoola.l2 Il!. 1925 at a 

•·•tins in ll&l~h the Assenbly adopted a cui)q ot $th1os for t(!iQehere whi<:lh 

the. assooiation printed ud ~.'lent out to the $Chools. By the time or the 

seeond ~1 ~in$3.3 of the asumbl.y thel'e had appeared aoxrmitteea to 

<leal with re~Glut:t.ons. legi~~Jlation, new ;plan$, and code o:f ethics,. By the 

fourth meeting t.hey bad .ad.tled. a re$f!l~Ch e0tllll111ltee ant a eemmittee on. group 

1l:laur.nfle. At 'bhe •~th annual -et :tng 1~ Reprtsentat;t,.. A.seembly asked 

tot the oonst i tution be amende d. to lEl t the aa:iHiflllbly nomi:tla:te three Jl&l'aons 

tor th$ pres1d.en0y of' 'the tunsoe1ation and then ltt the •eotiona o:t: 'lihe 

oo.nvention vote on those oomineas instead ot .l&tting the Boal"d. Ao th• a-ntire 

seleot:t.ng. In ;l't)30 the .Assembly depl.$l"ed tlult brief' ana uneertd.n teacher 

tenure and the laok ot :tmoVildona tor teacher l!-eti:t"en.nt. In May l935 the 

atti'lnica. ~f' the AaSI!Ilibl.y had changed to'Vft.rd e;Kt~~~oular activities be;« 

Cilluee 1illeY reeol'V$d thatt Wlht schools eihoul.d. .tt:ot 'be allowed to retroSl'adi!l 

'by the elimination ot ext:mlll.I"Ur:t-1$u1ar aot:J:v:r:tieahrt By thi~H tim,$ 'bhe­

A.snmbly had had the oonst:f:tu1io:n a:nendttd. to allow th~m to elect th~e 

lS Pw;"d:l.:gsf! .gt.!!!.! J':trri :Afm~l :M,eet:!.Bfi. ot the ~.~l2.X:!?.~entat~'V'e 
As~bk .91·· thiS ~.~-.s .~U.ar, Tet:t.oh$:rN" A•u11oc ~t.i,on,{To~. r:tan•as state 
TflUt.Chel!"e Ae.aooiation,. 19M. tPP• S,. 

11 Taken nom 'bhe R$:pol.1a• ot the IIWllual meet :tnsa •• published by 
the Kansas state Teaohe~s Assoe iat ion. in pcunphlat tom. 
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members to the Board of' Dire'Ctors.l4 Gradually s1noe that strong point 

in 192~»" however, xoore a:od more pow'r was taken from th~ tllssr:mbly until 

in li53 it was abolished by \')CI:nst itut :i.onal ~d.ment. Howew:r. a.ppa.~ntly 

eritioiam :re~Julted. from the aomplete lack of representation ror in tha 

1956 oonsti tu:Uon repl."tiUentat ion of' the members wa• again prorlded tor in 

the :tom ot Delegate .A.saamblies. Also the Slf!cCt:lonal Aseemblies were given 

the power to .h~t~1p "lee.t menbers of the Board of Direotors aa the Assembly 

once did .. 

~ .. Oo!i!UHot A&n:tnistmt:t.on. Tile Ooune:t.l o:t: Adtn!ni;stmti.on held 

its twenty.s·eeond annual :meet:f.ns in \Viahita on February- 2• 3, and. 4, 1939. 

Since its- t'i1"at meeting :tn 1918, the Oounoilltalll produd.&d program• tor the 

alliminilatl'ato:rs o:t the state. Tlle 1939 meet ;I.X1g oons:i6tied1r> ot th~t follotU..ng 

' .a.epartmant$1 ooUege. oity superintendentJa, oo~y 11\l.per.inte.ndml.ta, high 
' n.l 

stlhool printipals• eluna.tuy sQhool!;prin~ipal$.- and super-VifiiOl'l!h Be:t"ore 

the 1~3& eot~atitution tl:1s Ooun.Gil also inclUded a department of the ()'lase• 

room teach!!Jr.. Etowevel", the state DeJ.$.ga.te As•embl.y" prel!lUX!Iably represent ... · 

:1ng the classroom teaoll$r nl.$!£tt$ at the se:me t~ Pl.$ the oounon. Also .a 

d~partznent tot~ boorda ot .education ha$ b~utn. elU1:tnated dnae the til'st 

uet.ings-. In l93Q there were two gener~ set~sions * one lrrid.ay :momin.S and 

one Friday evening at whi~ t'.hree out ... o:f'· ... atate Bpeakerlll W&l'e feat'l.U"$d. 

Also tour out""(lf•sttate speal!!ws appeared 'IJ<&fore the d.epa+rtnlt>nt Xlll!!Httt:f.nSI 

whioh were held i:n two e:eot:l.ontih some of the invited speakers who ruave 

U ~ ... ¥~.!• Qhapter II1 p .11, Rtvis:l.o:nl ot 191$ Constitution .. 

:us :r~nt~ .. §.e,oo~ ~~l ~et iYJ'"'90Un,<Hl .EL.Mn..!~-"11.!9];, ( 'l'opeka., 
Iranstal State Teachers AlilltllOOiation, l9a'iJ, PP• a-17, 



appe~ed bato~e the Ooun~il ainoe it waa inauguratea16 a~e1 President 

t. D • Cottmlim ot the Uni varsity at Minnesota J Dr. W. w, Oha:t"ters of the 

University of Ohiceg&J n.an R~ A· Kent of Northwestern Un:tVel'sitYf D:r. 

rrho~ .Ale•:n.der of' Columbia t1niV$l:'lilli ty; :Or. H• L .. Caswell of George Fee, ... 

bod:~n lh M• Btitoh:tns ot the trn:tve:rsity of Ohio81,5o ;. Walter E. Myer ot 

Wa$h:tngton; th o~.; Govex-not> l?ml V, McNutt ot Ind:tan.a J OM.noellor F. M:. 

Hunter :from. the Utl.i versity of Dtn'VE!Il'; 3'ohn Ooop!llr, comm:t.as:toner of Eduo ... 

ation of United states) end l?r<>fesso:t" E. RudfiJloon of the university of 

1\U:nnesote.. tn connection With the Council there :meet a number of allied 

groups inQludi:ng the Kansas State High S<lhool Aetivities Assooiationil 

Ntational Youth Mttlinistration, e.nd 'fal"ioul!i teachers gl:'oups. 

~x: .l~n&.nC'HJs ,£!: ilhe !IUJO<Jie.tion tall ,a, ~ide ,!a ~.e,r,vi<t,eau The 

e·~~;mse aeoount $.U.d inoome aooount of the Kansas State TI!UJ.ehers As$0oiation 

indJ.«Jate., in general, 'the way in whioh the servi~es haw expanded.. !n 

l$70 aixty .. one dollars in dues and feee Weal'& <lolletlted, by 1879 these re ... 

cetpta fr® •mb41l:rahips had. ri•en to one hUndred a.nd. three d.ollars.l7 Th& 

total inoo:m.e:ts ot the ~:usscH)iation in. 1916 was about ts.ooo* this had grown 

to $1.6.000 itt l'3th ln 1~36 membe~ahip tees brought in t34;,4g7.s4. Dur• 

tng that year $ll3;77l~05 was receipted. as inoorne and $'73*.601.69 as spEUl.t. 

A;pproxilrlately the total inoo.me ot ltle or $81000 WEU! spent to:r: th$ speakers 

-------
lf Taktil:n from the p:rogrruu." ot the Oouncil o:f' Adm.inie1.r:r:at ion u 

printed by the D.nSI!UI State 'l'eaoh~&ra Aslllo~ia:tion .. 

1'1 John MaoDonald, and. others, .. .!RJ. ~. PP• 130 ... 37 .. 

le :aa.rtck, 9..J2.:. ~·, lh rs. 
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invited to the eonventione.1t The ~bersnip tee until l~l2 was titty cents 

e. ;rear. At that til'l:l$-. however, the fee wall! raised to onE! dollar a year .. 

In 1919 the :m.embership tea was raised to two dol.l.ara 'but 1n the Slilll'l$ yea:r 

~he m~berahip almost doubled due; perhaps. to the four~onvention-cities 

plan.· If pl11ms now under consideration are put into operation, the :tees 

will be inoree.sed with a m.inimu.m ot two dollars and a 1'08.Ximum of three 

dollars according to a $Cale grad.ua1u9d on the basis on the salary of' the 

'teachersh The 19M business report. listed aSJ souroe11120 of :tn.Qome l member-

' ship, advert:izit:tg in 'tih~t Kansas Teaoht)r1 and oo:rnm1ssio:ns :t.'l'om the Kan~~JtU.I 

Teaclu&r Plao!Bl'l1ent Bureau.. Ali! e~nditul'es were listed: general adm.:l~Jsion. 

Kansas Teaohe:r, lta:nsas Teaoher Placement :Bureau, ple.ttom talent, aouneil 

of adlninisttation; lleprEutenta:Uve Assembly; and. reserve tuna.. In the 

ltensas 1eaohe;: tor March 1936 'bhe:re apl)eared • cUYisio:n ot the Kansas state 

Teaohers .Ailusooiation dollar whioh is re:produoed tn Jligure !I 'Whioh showed 

the ~mount of money allotted to V'I!U:'i<!n:ls s.ervioEis tl"'m the average ltan$eull 

state Teachers Association dollar* 'fhis "pie" i:tJ.o-ludedt ge1aera.l adtniss ... 

ion, f!aAf!IUJ Tee.oher1 researoh•legislation. .. publieity ... oraanirAationf speakere 

tor ltl$ati:nss, ID.\nt!ftUJ State R-.ding O:trol.e. mainilenanoe of building• offiCe 

oars, ana. eounoil or adm.inistrat ion. Comparing thii!H!Ie expanditures shows 

that sinee l9M 'ihm l?laeernent Bureau had b~um diaoontinued a$ a service, 

but a bUild.ins, the Kansas State Reading Oirolt, end :t'e&~eal"Qh ... legislA\tion& 

publioity, as expenditures had been added. 
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~ert'l.Mts in~i.cptiM ,M,fi?lll;R~~~nl!• In the eeventy ... fiw years ot 

the hietory ot the auooie.t:ton many perli!Ons: haw a'btf1111lP"bed to in.dioatEJ ita 

aoocmplitW.rnents* State superintel.'ld4;!1Ut of J?ublie Instl"UCtion ll':t'asier1 $a:ld 

of the la75 meeting: fl!J.'he ability and. $al.1'Jfl:&stnese with which ilnportant 

practical questions relat:l.ng to the :llXI;p:rove:nen. t of our ~onmon ~a®ool. system 

were dii\'Jo'tlt..'lsed. at the meet il'lg ® 'O:t>edit to the astsoaie.tion and. to the state." 

state, St~per:tntendent of l?u'blia Instruction Speer said in 1890 Ul hiq bi'"" 

ennial re:port: 2 1'Through its instrwnentation (the Kan1as state T-.ohars 

ASaooiatio:n} :na1.ah has been done toweJ:"d unitying and systemati~ing the work 

of the graded sQhool.a, rural scllools, entl Goun.t:r li!IU:Per·datton~'1 In l.693 

J'ohn. Me.Ol)onald wrote:5 ,.O'I.l.:t' a:x:Qellent institute SIIYB"hem,. im.:provemen1ns .in 

the law relating to <:~ounty $Uperintand.e:n:ts* a better exan;~.i:l.'latio:n law., the 

c;ounty high .iSilh.ool ao:t- •• can be traoed. d1recrtlly to 'th$ resolution. and 

effor-ts of the association. n if,. W ~ Blaak:m.er :tn his Ot';!lo;R!(ll! £! Kall.las 

£!_ ~n,s.e~! £1J.sto~ said. t 4 tiThe general progmm ot the state a.ssoe iation 

'br:t:ngs b~f'ore the teachers many of' the best educators and leeturers of 

-
l A" '.r., And:rellU\11 B;~st O;X'i!; ot' ~ §tat,e .!2! 1\att tas, (N • P • ) R • R • 

Donnelle~r and. Sons, (N.D~ ~ :p~ 271:": 

2 
Ibidjlw P• 274. -

3 J'ohn MacaDono.l(j., and others; .P.:2!. .!..'=!•J lh B9• 

4 :r. vv. B),nokme:r., oz;:lop.!Jl.J! 9! !M!J8.E! l:l;,~.!!t'¥.1.-lt (Ohioa.go: 
Publishing Oompacy~ (N .n.l :420 f 



thil! oov.ntl'Y'•" In 1912 tho raJOOlutiona ao:mmittee ahnirmaned by w. s. Het11.mer 

sa:td1 

"'We look baok upon the work of fifty efficient and. valuable state 
aeaooiatto:tUhuthe tlll'ee de:notllina.tio:nal J~JOhools increased. to almost 
forty. uth& state inmti tu.tions of laa:mitlg m.ultiplied. in number from 
e. a1ngle building Ol' two to great n:ttiea o:r atone or briok1. With an 
ilggt"&gi!!lte e:nrolll::oon t ot a, 000 ~ uller high soh.ools growing from. a rude 
beginning into the hundreds, and otf'ewing the best known traini:ns and 
advantages to the young people of' Oity~ town, and village; more thru'l. 
lOO nol!mal t:t"aining scb.oolm for teraohera. and doln!lat ic sc:1.en<.H~ and 
ma:n:u.al tn:l.ining of'fe:red in roon.:v c.i ties; .... tGaohers better qualified 
and buildings 'b$tte:r $(l'UiJ?pedj ~.-..sn'WI! ld.gni:t'ioa:nt aXl.d ho:petul steps 
in aoneolid.ation ot l'UI'al soh cob, acmwulao:ey attendanoe-. .tl!."U.mlcy 
laws; e:xrtenaio:n of the oot:ll'se of study to roost :modern netad.s,. state 
aid tor ~ak diatrJ.$iia; longer tern'lS ot sahool; ino:reaaed. aalAr:tes 
for t~a.a·herat--e.ll this and muoh mol:'$. "5 

Md.J.:;l;,i~:¥\-?:. ~ocom!lishm.~tlh Besides thou irl$:ntioned. thE!$& are 

aohi~r!l.enta~ tl:Jit :p~ins ot about twellt;y .. fi"'..'S hundred teachers in J;lositions 

through the Kan$aa Tol!ioher PlJI.aernent Bu.r~au whioh wa..a eroated. in l9el and 

served until 1933;6 the buying ot a headq:uerrterl.'l :tor the aaaon~.ation in. 

ltEl6 and JJ).I9.ld.og 'fiDe final J,~ayt-.:tent in 1929 so ae to establish permanent 

eantrali:llation tt 315 w. lOth Streett in Topeka.; the ;publishing ot the 

~~~..! !f!'!2..~~ .if ... aJJ:rJ?:I!fr r.ttha E,®.c,a.t.~onist, and the !\~!!! Teacher eom• 

billed with !h! J!!~t.er:t?; ..§g!t.,q.<.:.! J"ournal~ the Qponsering ot 1!he Sohool Code 

Oomtllias:ton wnioh inve~at:igated neod.ed. change!~ 1n aohool laws in Kmlt~~u!l.; 7 

the aid :tn :ti:nano ins the Ke.nsas state Pro grant :tor the Imp:rovlimliln t ot In• 

5 H•usner, .9liU. oi t. • p. 2 

e F. L. Piru;:t • "The Kans~ua Statl!ll '.Ceaoherm .A.aeooiation Olost~s its 
sevent iath Yea.:r, rt .~t~ '!'eaoher JS! Wet!t,t,r.XJ: s.oh,o~ !~~1!1.1• 39t :t.a .. 
March, lld34. 

7 o. o, Wl'ight, tt'th.e Hilto:dsal Backgt-ound. ot the 1937 SOltool 
L$gielat1ont, KI!!Ulsa\Ail '!'!a~bsp .~~ Jrr~est,m.>n .§S8ool ,J'cl~ffial• 45~13, Mt\l't 1937~ 



a 
etruot ion which waa headed by Mias Dale Zeller and whiob. attempted to 

l:m;prow the teaelli.ng in the sonoc)ls in l:~an$as; tl1e ti€;ht a.ga.:Lnst teaCJh• 

$l'J!lf'1 oe.th billll:lt tax limitation• and ma.xilnum. tea.oh$rS ae.laries;9 and the 

running ot the Kal.lsuas state R~d.il'l&; oirQle Whioh did a businems of 
. w . . . 

:11135• 000 in 19:36 ~ :.tn addition the aaaoo ia tion. prints a clirecto:t."Y of' 

aohool admirdetl'atora, and varir.ms otb.er ;ph.E!l'lllpleta of use to f'..ansas edua ... 

~~. §it~ lE: ;tae;~iJj!! aqo,qml(l:i$J'llEgl ta. The legiala'ti ve accom. ... 

pliehments al:'e a ver:y ai(tl.ti:t.'j.carrt plwaa ~ 1· L. I.J~t said that in the ~~;a:rly 

&!ys ~ 11 Ii' the tea chars fel"ti keenly on any matter touohine; eduont ional legis ... 

lat1on they :JiHM3aed a n1ild resolution and ewry("Jr.Le we:nt llome and fol'(i;ot 

about it.r,U 'l.'he :L&gielative ~<mgl$• 1t would seex:t• nna'Jlera that Qritiaism. 

Th'$ year of 190'7 iti!&ila to biJ'l the yaa:t- when xnc.may was fi.rst a:p:propriatod. to 

obtain lsg:t&latiou.la At th.a:li tir.le three hu.u.d:r.·ed. dolla:rs We!'a a:p:propriatecli 

B \Y • '.l'• Malrkh.Ml, Thirtieth Biemlilll Ii~(pQrt of the :.Jtate :Juperi:n .. 
tendent ot: PUblic ;tnstrua·Hon.,( Topeka~ f'~.E:U:uaa.s state Printing Pre ea. 193e)., 
p. 15. 

' o. o. Wl•ight, ~ oAt• .. • P• l3. 

10 ]". T~ • P:tnet ~ .a~JilO:t',t .£!! .llJ! ,ti!,O;£t~lll.,r;'L ~ llt! }-10'fll'~ • 
:u lr. :L, l?.:I.Mt, YIIJ.l,lle :Kan.Qn/1 Stat$ rree.c hers AslllOO itltio:n l!t! the B$.l!ri 

ot Its Kind in the Coun'\;ry,~'~ ~1!. 'P,ol2!!5! D!:tk ,Q,a;e~t~~- A~t 16, U~S9, Ji>- e. 
l! O. o. V{:r;l,f~ht., ..2J2!,. ,£~~ .. •, P• J.Z. 
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becau~Se of the low :rats o:t' taxation whiolt was fixed by la:~7 in the :t'uoe of 

priees mtill soaring :f:'ltom. wu timEh13 'I'll& School Ooda Oomn:tasion of 1921 

had. as an outoan:~.EJ o:r its racol'lll:l14and&tions the community high aohoola pro"'!! 

vided. tor- in J.gtaS. The Kansas Soh.ool Li'b:r.-a:cy law o:f' 1925 $:poru~e:red. by th.e 

X:attea:tl State Teachers Aasoa~tion has helped to raise the etandard~:~ ot rural 

libraries by requiwins that se,qh diltri~t ehaU !];lend not Mise than fhe 

dolli:ra a year i'Ol" 'book$ l'."eJOOlnnw:nd.ed by the etata SUperintendent of Public 

14 :.tnstrwtion. IJ.'ha State Cel'tit:tcation ta:w of l\ll37 red.uced the nu.mbel" of 

tel"tifyi.l;l.g agencies :t:rom 1.9'7 to 4 and the Text Book AGt of the s~ year 

transtered the duties of the State SChool Book Oo.mm.ission to the Statt~ 

Board o!Eduoatton and ita advisory qommtttea ;:f' protemsionals,l5 T.h• 

state lil!Ohool Oode Oomrn.::t.esion ot 1927 develo:ped an !lquali!aa:tion plan wit.b. 

the he)J> of 1?. R,. :Mort ot Columbia U:rliveredty whose expenJ~~IEU!l WI!!IX'e :ptdd by 

tM Kansas state Teachers AS:soo:Lation,.U~ Tod.e.y the publ.io5:ty work is 

attempting to persuade the l$gi.slatui'e of thll;l need for .a t$S.(}har• :t'eti:re .. 

ment and pen•ion law f'or KansS.ti~~<. 

Oo~ludon. J:t would be d:ltfi¢ult -to e::ll:praes what may nave been 
~ t ,..~ ~ • r "~ 1 I !b.t * 

the :results of the Itaruw.s State Teaahera Aaeooia:tlion in fo.atering a better 

:p:rot.e1sional spirit and in $.dvane:tng ed.uea·tional i:n:t:;eresta in S$neral.. 

a 
j~:l,t\•r P• l;,th 

14 I£:lt!M: p • 14 • 

lJ5 F .. L• :Pinet, "Ed.uoat:l.om1. OminSJ~ Ao\H:xmpl1sh$d in the 1937 t.egis• 
la1n.we._ n !!F.-A"~ .1fAc~r.~ '(~~.t.,,;a §S!hoq~ ;roqrna~, May, 1937•, 1'- 7•10. 

l(S <:h u. Wright. 2ll.!. .~;...,~ .... :P• 15. 



CH.Al?TER VI 

OONO!..US!ONS AND SOOGES'r IONS DERIVED FROM THIS SI'UDY 

The arpwtb :t"e't'e!alel• Table III shows the :tmportant datel!l and evente 

in the g.t'QW'flh of the K.tmsas state Teachers Assooiatioth Ill. all ot the 

th~ters e:m;phas:ts has been plaeed upon ho'W the aasoei$-tion grew tram ama:U 

beginning$ to 1 te p:re~umt bnportaneEh The reasons tor and oaus•u' of this 

growth ha~ been indicated. !n. those ohapters as the7 seemed to bth Also 

eaeh ehapter indi<lated the long range trends that he."f\!1 l!leemed to dominate 

'bhe organizatiott.. 

Oonsti~tional ~r!!?;dilh, The constitutional Ohang!!HJ lul"P e:btem.:pted 

to .mala!!! for b61tter management ot the aftairs .fox- the asaooiationt to pro• 

vidtl :tor an txpanding XlUi!nberehip as well e.s to anoourase it • to provide 

for mo:re democrati~ lllanasement ot 'hhe organization without seriously 11n .... 

puril'lS the powex- of the Boed, howeverll-

:/mA"Ual nl1!'ri)1!W tr•«s. The num.b$r of spe•!ali~ed b:ranoh meet :tnga 

ot the association ha"W! ~dually inex-eased aa well a1 tha number o;t out ... 

ot ... state sp$a~ra invit«led to a.ttend the assooiation. !J:'he meerbing til1:l.e and 

plaeea have groo to meet the Xl.$td tor more manbe:t."l:a.. The ~solutions nave 

gradually gone o<ver :ln-to atihltmPts to have th$!11 more d1reat1y tu:rn.ed into 

leg:Lsla. t ion. 

;!ijx;e~nAABS serviee s.. The aaaooiation had added various extra organa 

during the twentieth o~tu.:ry to add inoonull, prest:tge, ~.nd IU!I:r"Vieea to ita 

nwne. 'rhe t:tnancea lua:ve gx-ow:n to where an a.M.:I.tional :t'ee tor members my 

'be neoess.ary or else the oontract:l.ng ot SOW$ serv:t<Jl:'llfh 
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1$15 
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Klanfl!S.a State Teaehere .Assooiat:Lon tound•d 
Volume one, num.bEJr ou t.Che Kansas Ed.u4\atio:nel J'out'nal 
l!'~st Annual Con:vention-
Oustom oi" reocmtne:ndJ.ne; a eandidate tor statt SUperin• 
tt~t.ndent btgwt 

Ox-itus g&.'V$ a li$t of' trn:>rs of the meet:J.ng 
a.so.lutio;p. allowing wOliUIIU to vote at all aohool :msetmss 
Common sohool, high school, end college aect:tons oreated 
ll'irat Board of Direetors elected (Itansas State Teachers 

As$00 1a tion. incorporated) 
st~pped r.o~nding state superintendents. 
topeka beoome~:~ annual lll'eting place 
Discontilllled lite IMmbtrehi:p plan 
Pr:t.mary and ldxul.ergarten etept!Ut'~ts eetabliehed 
Doo» closed. while .e. speal!;J!llr was on the tl.oOJ.t 
AssoQiation plu:rtog:ra;phed for the tirat t1m.t 
A tonmittGe appointed to e.;urange 1m Gxhib1t at Sb11 Lou:ts 
Worldtas Fair 

Fir$'1; money appropriated tor legiel.at:i.on 
S<lhoola d.i smiased in Noviilmbf:ir tcttt the bnau state Teaoh-
ers As~oo iation 

Fiftieth ann!var~y 
Pfllr:manent $G!cntarr :p:rov:id.ed to~ 1l1 ~onsti tution 
ll'il:tst session ot the Educational Oounoil 
VolU'!le one • numbelr! ona ot the Kt!Ul§El!i! Tgaqher 
:r., L. P:tnat edits the K:anas IJ,It&<Jher 111.111: new pemaunt 
s.laeretur 

'.fh,e K$nsas Teaohe~ snd weatt:rn S0ho&l J'ot.JX'Aal QOm.bined 
First session ot the oounoil ot Admini&tra:Uon 
Four ntee'bing plAn uaed 
&QQh ae~tion to ele~t a ~Q&•pre~ident ot tbM association 
JrU'I!It major :Wsisltative vittoq • raising o:f." levy lim1ts 
l:an$·&11J Teacher PlaiUltntnt Bureau. ~~ted. 
Oll:e eentre.l 'bhell'» .aar~etl ou.t in 1ih$ :r.nellrb:1.ngs 
Re:presentat iw Ml&mbly :replaoea th<t ldUAt:lone.l Uouneil 
D.nsas state Read.i:n& Oil'ctle treatel 
Six :men iriS plAn usu111!l . 
:rinfll1 payrns1 on headQ.UUtera at 315 w. 10th, TOpeka 
OOlllltittee on OontinuU'lS Program in Edueation oru.ttd 



P•t• 
~-b~, 1~1 
De.eetaber1. lt$1$ 

19$15 
l'f)38 

193? 
1938 
1~58 
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'r.AEIIE III, CONTlNU.lllD 

X. s. T. A* MIUJEfroNES 

lllwnt 
Board .suspended aotivit:lee of Pl.aoemant Bureau. 
KEinl!l'a:e State Teachers ..Uil*oo :l.ation appropriates aid fo:r 
J1~ ... 7f!ee.r Prosr.am. 

Q-, 0. 'Wright added as tUssistant""'SEI0l"etUy 
Sectioml and. State Del•sate Al!rtemblifl!lll orea:b$d: 
Olass~omteaohara to be on Board. of Directors 

!)ext Book Law and Oart:1f1oat:l.on Law pe,ased 
Eight ln$Eiti:og plan useHi 
Bewnty•fifth Atmiveraa:ry Convention 

'"'"·::: :::: :: · :r·: ,,::1-~::::; ...... ·:e::::::::=:==~ .. :~t;:: '''::::~;::z:;: •= ': ::;::.:11 11: = 
OOOl:piled :t':t'onn Columbi$ll !Ustoey1 \'leatem Sohaol Journal• Kansas Teachlr. 

§!ljjSe:stiop,g. ll\ tul.f:f.lling tM meting plan of bs.ving se'VI!tral meet ... 

!ngs to aex-ve as many tea®ers as possible, the Board suggested an ;lnvEuat ... 

igat1on ot Ylhwe the meeting$ $b.ould be held to enooure.se be.ttel' attendance~;, 

~1121 •uggest:Lon,• it would se$m, should be tarried ou.t to enooUlt"age mora 

Qo.mplate at'ben&!moe on. the }le.l't of some weetet-n coun:tie~ at l$ast sinee two 

mea tins~& gent&l:'al.q se:.t"V'e the Who~ ct western Ken~as enend:l.ng hom; say • 

\!Mst ot Sal:t:na. ln. toxu!lidleri:ng the plan to inll1ea~ t'eaa aeoo:rding to the 

sal.ary of the teaobl:r one QJJ.estion mu$'b be a,ekea by those $lggtsting and 

those who would pay :tu "Does a per10n with e. h;isher salary get more 

t~.~ervioet~.~ t.rom '~me bnsae State Tuohers Aasoo :1e.tion?•1 If he does,. he 

Should. not begrudge an dd1tion to his :teeflh If he do•li1lll''b., then the 

he beOo:t:ll$S ~rely e.n arbit.rary mean1 tor the assoo:J.e.tion to gain more 

money to male$ up liUlY defioits. If the lat'ber ie the ca••• members will 

c:>'bjeot to the :lnel!'eaee, Perhaps, IllS previously, juat a general in<traaae 

to apply lqually to all would be the solution. 

: i 

' ''i 
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AUother question th$\.t Uei!l.$ part:lnen.t is= nts the Kan$as StatE~ 'l'aa.oh ... 

ers Asaoeiation M optional Ol' a. OOD:I,pUllliO:t:'Y' organization tor m:>$'b teaohers'? 11 

Sin'Qe ~hools at"& limnis-.d on Thursday and. !\"tday GO that ~· meetings 

ay be held, 4o anl$rint~ndents more OJ:' less requill'EI tb.Q.t teachers attend 

o:r a:t'l!lJ t.blffY all.owed. a %'M1. tnoi(fe? Th.b mfSht malt$ an inter~~tina top:ta for 

~"!Rt·SBtig$.tion... :tt· atfH&J.'lliaoe: is Qo:mpulao:l.'ft it would $Eiant that suoh a $tate 

woul~ be i».ju!t'iOtts to 'tlhe morale- of the a1soo·iation. 

~ new oonstttution, it 1'\IOU.ld seem_. may have aet up a. :tll$.Oh:1neX"~J of 

government that is too oomplex resulting in ~olitusions and emnbereOllleneaa .• 

Politt•al aeienl)e today $t!lphasilllles the nEltd for sim.pl:toitr and d:.!.Nct n­

eponaibility.. Re:re ::La how the ordinary );'JJ.$tllb$r fitm into thet s~ of 

gove~ettb ot the xanau Sif.fe:te T&alllhe:rs A!$00iat1cru lit!! vote~~t in a oon ... 

pl!'sSt1onal d.il$'\lri",. t\long with a. l'l.Umbtn" of others fo;r onm me'ber of the 

board Wb.:ll& tht o'the>r dbtriots ue eu~t:lng men'ba:re f'rom. th&:tr terr1to:ey .. 

:as vo'bea in hi.s sl3l:tool unit tor one, two 1 or pelfilape thwe membEtrs to the 

~Ject:tonal del!l!~te aasem'bly wh.:ta other $ehool units of ~neas ar• doing 

the: .$$1M), The ei!t:ttional $;$.$&mbly th.Etn oho&cltril o~ member of the Boa:ra. 

Wh:Ue the $tate As.a.ably holdtli!l a p:rl'Og~ sn.d resolute:a.. The 1nd:tvidu1 

l'llii!mber unless a. ·vtrting unit giftl!!.l instructions to e,, delegatet .now has no 

v.tha.naf! to makti his vd .. alll!!ia felt. 'llade:r t'lli.lll ~ystem of mdireo.t rea;ponsibU.i ty 

ainee the action ot all of' tlU!! ueem'blies is. :u.mi~d to l'tl!loluting unlt!HUI 

thlliY can at -. tttate ~esamhly a~e to try to fll.'mfl.nd. the oonst:l:bution1 1me 

indiv.idual nwmber has rea.Uy wry little to say about mat the eu!lsooiation 

do••• Pa~ti.l hbto:r:v or the aasoaiettion miant indie~te that tha Boud. doesn't 



mind it' it is that way.1 

,P,o:o,t.~U;•4on. rrhi• tb.tl!lb uy have in ~~ way oonvtyt4 imt idla of 

th1 ltanu• stat• Tttche:t$ Aaso~ !at ion. dt1pi'be or iefiultt all a fiahtil!ll, 

growing lrgan:IJM.ttiOll. 11h:f.oh ought to ~Ill h inter_.uned attctiol\1 em! 

loyal. euppo:t't ot its pre$ilnt l:l!.«nbtl"l!l4 
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