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INTRODUC T ION

In the wanton destruction of Melos im k16 B.C,, Thmoydides thought
he perceived the very nature of man -- a stringemt conformity to self-
interest, Centuries later, Christian histerians, with unquestioning
belief in the Second Coming, declared the unfolding of hwsan events
to be God's will, In more recent times some sconomic determimists, with
2 0o less fervent belief in their own peculiar Second Coming, have
depicted man as an econmmic hedonist., Histeriams have, in faot,
consistently mads sssumptions about human behavier, Willism L, Langer
bas suggested that the unwillingness of historians to apply psychoamalytic
thecry to their discipline has, in part, "been due . . . to the fact
that historians, as disciples of Thmaydides, have habitually thought of
themsslves as paychologists im their owm ruht."l

The nature of the pioblu which payeholegical assumptions create
is common to all the social sciences. Such assumptions are inevitadble
since they arise cut of ths very utlro of the subject matter treated,
Esonomic theory, for example, rests wpon value judgments which are
dependent upon or closely related to a subjective appraisal of human
behavior, JFrank W, Tsussig has written:

The questions between private property and socialism

reduce themselves to questioms as to men's charscter,

motives, ideals, They are questions, in so far, of
psychology. . . .2

141liam L, Lenger, "The Next Assigmment,” Psyc sis and
Histary, ed, Bruce Maslish (Englewood Cliffs, N, J,, E&’g;, P. 03,



Likewise, higtorians have been "paychologists in their own righte
because thay must be, listery is "the one discipline that deals
Muam--wtmmmmamtmtmm
in terms of men's motives, . . >

The nMogiaal problem with thess asswmptions lies mot in
mummo,mtummttntwmomnunumum
passed over, Historisxms and other secial seientists seldem state
spenly their psychological and philesophical temets probebdly because
thay themselves have givenm tham little theught, The result of this
shortcoming is that social scientists often become accustamed to thinke
ing within s ceriain system of assunptions comserning humen mtare,
lisdieval scholastics had as mush @ifficulty seeing in mam a creator of
the world around him as Hanke had thimking in terms other than that of
national history. At worst this may lead 10 a marrow ethnocentricism
in which the historian considers "es matural smd understandable only
that vhich is 8o to our particular time and culture,"S Azother problem

*Brace Matlish, "Introdustion,” Peysheessiyeis and Eistery, p. 2.

iIbid., p. 3. Robert Thecbald has contended that this marrowness is
characteristic in present scomomic theery: "Mach of existing ecomemic
theory elovates the emctional preferemees of Western society into immutable
laws., Its policy recommendatiens are uswally achieved bhy using simplified
assumptions and ignoring the real warld® (Robert Theobald, The Challenge
of Abundence, New Yerk, 1961, p. Ll).



is that the historian who accepts intuitive or "surface" psychology
tends to apply to his discipline the same unexamined oliches about
buman behavior that he practices in everyday life.s

Fven 1f the soclial scien£1st is not so naive, assumptions are
practically never presented in an organized fashicn, This may convey
to the reader a misleading sense of objectivity that is not warranted
and makes examination of those assumptions difficult, if not imposaidble.
Talcott Farasons could have broadened his target to include historians
when he wrote:

The sociologist must face the problems of human motivew

tion whether he wants to or mot, If he does not acquire a
genuinely competent theory, he will implicitly adopt 2
series of ad boc ideas which are no less zrnciu because
they are exempted from critical snalysis,

The above points to the need for at least same historiens to
examine psychological theory with the intention of applying their find-
ings to the study of history, This will help to insure that the future
writers of history do not use outdated ar wnrealistic assumptions,
koreover, the application of a psychological model to historicel situa-
tions mey bring new relationships to attemtion. In an article "Psycho=
enalysis: HModel for Socizl Sclence,” John i, Seeley wrote:

Is not much of the product of present social science
suggestive of thet detailed knowledge of the trivial and

Suasziish, "Introduction," p. 3.

Sraleott Parsons, "Fsychoanalysis and the Soeial Structure,*
Psychoanlysis and Social Science, ed. H, ¥, Ruitembeek (New York, 1962), p. 61,




ssoteric, together with & curious biindness to vital
facts, obvicus and near at hand, which mast be neglected
becsuse fixity of method will allow no account to be taken
of what most needs to be takem account of?

Perhaps what is wanting is the open recognitien of an
ldentity or effinity that, like so many recognitions, has
its difficulty precisely propertioned to its importance,’
This theais will attempt, first, to cutline s psychological
theary that can be spplied to history and, second, to apply this theory

to a historical charaster, namely Arthur Moeller van den Bruck,

TIn Psychoanalysis and Social Seiemce, p. 110.




CHAPTER I

THE SELECTION AND DESCRIPTION
OF A PSYCHOLOGICAL MODEL

I. SELECTION OF A -PSYCHOLOGICAL MODEL

It would be impossible to disowss iz detsll all the psychological
theories that one might spply to a histeriesl sitmatien e subject.

The suther of this thesis bas chosen the mee-Freudisn secisl payehological
theories of Erich Fromm and of Karem Horney doth decsuse of kis personal
inclination towards the social paysholegical appresch and by the
elimination of o mumsber of imsdequste theories.!

One of the nost impartant eriteriz in the ehedse of a model, from
the point of view of both histery and psyshelegy, is the theory's
enphasis on society as a determimant of individeal bedavior., "Though
it 1s logically possible to treat a sinmgle individual in isolatien
from others, there is every reasom to believe that this case is not
of important empirical -umnm.-' Therefore, "all concrete
sotiom is in this sense secisl, thsluding paychopathological behavier,"?

1) mmber of theories are either mmch too narrow or too incomplete
for use as models in historical writiag. Rogers!' self theory, stimuluas-
reeponse theory, factor theories, sud many arganismic thewries fall inte
this categary, For this reasem, thess theories have had little impact
on the social sciences (Calvin 3, Eall and Gardner Lindsey, Theories of
Pﬁ‘mg, Xew !ﬂ'k, 1957’ PPe 329, kl'l, m. W, Shso)

zpmm, "Social Struoture,” pp. L6=i7.

31_&_“;-: pe U7,




Unfortunately, clinicsl psychologists sre usually not scquainted with the
social system and have often been umable to establish the necessary
interrelation between sociological conditions and individual b-hnvior.h
The thecrios of Jung, Allpert, Angval, Regers, Shelden and Goldstein,
in particular, have lasked this —phnd.l.S Adler and Lewin have stressed
the importence of sociclogical determinants but “the relation between
their theories and social science dewslopmsnts is less clm."é

The empbasis om social factors may help avedd the misteke of
much historieal writing., This is the misteke, especially common to
monographs and to official biographies, in viewing the historical
charscter &3 a unique, charismatic hero who, through his own determine-
tion, discovers truth and justice, An impertaat study of ethnocentricism,
Naziism and nationalism, The Authoritsrian Perscnality, bas expressed
the position taken in this thesis:

S8ince it will be granted that opinjons, attitudes, and

vaiues depend upon buman needs, and since personality is

essentially an arganisation of needs, then personality may

be regarded as a determinant of idoo.{egiul preferences,

Personality is not, however, to be hypostatised as an

ultimate determinant, Far from being something which is

given in the beginning, which remains fixed and acts upon

the surrounding world, personality evolves under the
impact of the social enviromment and ocan never be isclated

bparsons, "Social Structure," p. 59, -

5Hall and Lindsey, Thearies of Persamality, pp. 2L9-50, 292, 330, SLS.
$1vid., p. 5L6.




from the socisl totality within which it ocours. « « »
This means that bread changes in socisl comditions and
institutions will have a direct bearing upon thg kinds
of personalitieas that develop within a soclety.

The above tends to detract from ths pessibility of applying
Freudisn paychology to history, Although Erik H, Erikson has had
moderate success in applying a Freudian anslysis t¢ kartin luther in
Young Man Luther, he failed in this work to show the relationship
between Luther's personality and success, on the ome hand, and the
changing economic and sccial conditions of the esrly sixteenth centary,
onthaotbcrhmd.e Erich Frome has criticised Freudian theary on
this point:

Fread's essentisl principle is to lock wpon man as an
entity, & closed system, endowed by mature with sertain
physiologically conditicned drives, and to interpret the
development of his character as a resstiemn to satisfactions
and frustraticns of these drives; whereas, im ow opiniomn,
the fundamental approssh to human persemslity is the undere
standing of man's relation to the world, to others, to
nature, and to himself,’

Along this same line of reasoning, Fromm has disagreed with Freud's
contention that man is caught in a dilemmas that man either must
control his aggressions end suffer frustrations, or relesse them and
cause others to suffer, Froam bas oontended, rather, that society mey

serve and does mot have to violate pesycholegical mda.lo

;z. W. Adorno st al., The Authoriterisn Perscnality (New York, 1950),
PPe »

CNew Yark, 1958.

rich Promm, Escape Fram Freedem (New Yark, 1966), p. 317.
101b1d,, p. 26.



At this point, ons should note the philosophical implications of
thase two viewpoints, Freudian theory implies the wickedness »f human
neture, According to it, man strives only to fulfill ohysialogically induced
instincts; therefore, Freud looked upon ideals am msere rationalizations of
a primarily biological drive, Fromm, on the other hand, hes claimed that
ideals, although they have no intribsisc metaphysical character, '"can be
genuine strivings" which ers "reoted in the conditions of human 1ife,"
It is at this-point that philosophical preference becomes the main
eriteria in the choice of a psychologicel modal, The psychological
approach to history does not bypsss philosephy; rather, it places philosophical
speculation on a different, hopefully more ordered, level,

IT, A DESCRIPTION OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL MODEL

Although there are a mumber of importent differences between the
neo=Freudian theories of Erich Fromm and of Karem Horney, the author of this
thesis will treat the two as mmtually supplementary., Their main difference
is one of emphasis, Horney hass concentrated more on the individual, Fromm,
more on the social, aspects of soclsl psychology. Karen Hornmey's theory,
therefore, will be used to further develop Fromm's basic theoreticsl structure,
This is the case with Horney's concepts of the '"real self™ and the "idealised
self," both of which are only implied bty Fromm, In other cases, Horney's
oconcepts will be used to elaborate upon Fromu's theory. Horney'!s "expansive®
and "self-effacing" solutions all have perallels in Fromm's terminology,

Llpramm, Escape From Freedas, p.37.




v
yet, Horney, who had broed ciinical experience, his demonstrated g yreater
percestion then Froms for the suntleties of nmeurotic behavior, Horney's
“tyrenny of the shouids' has veen used in slace of Fromm's ‘authoritsrian
conscichce” 80 as Lo avoid exclueive idemtificstion of From=m's comcest =~ith
the sutboritarien ,ersonaiity., Finally, the suthor of this thesis has chos:n
to use Hormey's term “basic anxienr"-beaaule it 1s more specific and petier
defined than Fromr's "sense of ioneliness amd isolatiom,”

Fromn has argued that men has mo fixed mature, tut that he does hsve
certain psychologicai, ;6 neli 88 phydlological, necds, It i3 the way in
~hich man satisfices these peeds that dotermines his nsture., Froum develored
an iz;ortant .8ychoiogical concept of the "existential dichotomy” to ex;lain
the exisionce of these needs. Man is @ part of nature, tut he is aisc
separate from nature obecsguse of his realisation of his oun existencs, oelf=
swarcness Jcads to g scnse of loneliness ahd isolation which Froam divided
into five psychoiogica.i needs: the need for reiatedness, the need for
trenscendoncy, the neoed for rootedness, ﬁha poed for a scnse of idemtity,
and the need for a frasme of arienta&ian.lz Xarsn Horney's conce,t of "tasic
anxiety” further illusirates the existential dichotomy, 3Sssic anxizty, shs
writes, is “the feeling of telng isolated and hel.less in a world conceived
a8 potentially hcstil&.“ij The child ho gaimas freedon from the .risary
tiss with parcats -ith the result that he f:eis isolated and hel lcss" snd

the serf who obtains his freedom omly to find himscif adrift im 2 ;redoi=

i2

Erich Froum, The Ssme jociety (Greemwich, .omn., 19668}, pp. 35-66,

*jxaren Horney, heurosis and Human Jrowtn: The struggic To.usrd Seif-
fealizstion (hew York, 1350), p. i8. o€¢ LNIrB, PPe li=il, D, €0,




0
inantly aiien world” both sxperiencs basic snxiety -hich arises from men's
existential dichotamy,il

The nsed for relatedness to people, institutions, and groups, Frovxm's
first need, srises out of the basic snxiety feltl Ly the selfe-gware individuai,
who has been torn eway from his originel uniom with umre.ls The narcissistic
person, who has failed to est.abli"h any ties with others csnnot =aintain his
sanity., In lesser degree of narcissism, the individual is simple withdran or
resigned, JSuch a person has few goals and restricts his wishes so that he
#ill not have (o make any um;aeeaury effort,. His relations with others are
aarked by detachment; he has an aversion to change and s hypersensitivity to
influence, pressure or coercion wpom hin.u

There are tuo additiomal ways of relating to others. One is through
donmination {sadism), the attempt of the individauasl "to esceps from his alone-
ness and his sense of icprisomment by making amother person part and parcel
of M.z'nsel;t."l7 The need to dominate, which Hormey called the "expansive
sclution" to basic anxisty, may express itself im several ways., Ome type of
domineering person is in love with an idealised image of himself (but not -ith
his real self), He msy appear to have few dombts about hme;f, it his strong
need to imyuress others is vased ou self-doubt, Another type is the perfectionist,

who has & false feeling of superiority to cover his sense of inferiority as

m}hil and lLindzey, Theories of rersomality, p. i27.

3‘5;!?‘2'@::::& believes this happens to the chilid ss he matures ss it has
happened S0 the human race in its evoiution frum the animal state,

léﬂmy, }ieuroai!, P 26089,
gricn Fromm, The Art of Levimg (New York, 1963), p. 16,




ii
welli as a corresponding contempt for ovhers, The perfectionist displays
absolute certainty about his moral values, which usueslly are centered in a
telief in econoric success as proof of virtue, If he has not beem successful,
the perfectionist expresses strong resentnent towards his vill fortune," A
third type of sadisr 1s arrogant vindictiveness, This corresponds to a belief
in the evilness of humen nature by the sadist linked with a willingness o
uae others for his om purposea.la

Another woy of relating oneself is by submissiom to them, the¢ “ecif~
effacing solution to basic anxiety. The nmasochist desires dependence because
of 2 longing for help and protection, He fears triwaph end desires failure,
He has a need for luman camtact and fears loneliness; bub his longing for
love is really a longing for surrender snd for mtyrdw.w

The faportant thing to note about these three solutions is their
simiiarity in spite of their apparent heterogemeity, All three neurotic
solutions are caused by envirommental factors, usually a disturbsnce of
the security of the child in relation to his paremts. Karem Horney wrote:

A vide range of sdverse factors in the enviromment csn

produce this insccurity in z child: direct or indirect

dominatimn, indifference, erratic bebavior, lack of respect

for the child’s individual peeds, lack of reali guidance,

di speraging attitudes, too much admiration or the sbsence

of it, lsck of reliable warmth, having to take sides in

parental dissgreements, to0 much or too littie reaponsie

bility, overprotection, isclation from other childrenm,

injustice, discrizination, unkept promises, hostile stmos~
shere, and ¢ on and 80 on,

lﬁﬁomy, Yeurcsis, pp. 19L4«207.
‘91vid., pp. 214e29,

20 aren Hormey, Our immer Comfiicts: & Constructive Theory of Neuwrosis
(kew York, 1$45), p. 41, Hormey, unfortunstely, made no distinction




i2
The outcome is the formation in the chiid's mind of "a tyramny of shoulds,”
that 1s, a vision of shat onhe should bs, san idealized picture of cmmml‘u.t‘.z\l
Horncy has described the relation of the individual to bhis idealired
self, In the expansive type, the indiviousi actuaily pretends to be this
“idealizned self" desoite his subconscious doubts axd periods of despmdency.zz
The seli-effacing person reﬁizea that he ocannot aghleve the ideal pleture of
himseif and, therefore, feels 1nfs~riar.23 The withdrawm person also feels s
desp sense of guiliit from not heving fwifiiled the envirommentally imgianted
"snoulds,” but he refuses to take s«ny action to remedy this situation, which
he feeis is veyond his control. He is umiike the masochist, who hopes for &
betver future in terms of » union with someone stronger than himaelf.ah
Horney has contsnded that the "tyrenny of the shoulds” in its eaphasis
on an idealiged self leads w the alienation of the newrotic from his resl

25

selif and, thus, alienstion from the joys and sorrows of life itself, Sorcn

Rierkegaard has cedled this ioss of scifl a “sickness unto daa’bh.”zs Hany

tetwesn this insecurivyy, which is caused by historical contradicuions that are
man-made and not inevitable, and the insecurity resulting from man's existential
dichotomy., urichFraus bis made this distinction in ken For Himself: An
Inguiry Invo The Paychology of Ethics (Oreenwich, Comn.,

s Pre 2

nuomey, Neurosis, pp. SL4=65. Fromm's parallei to the "tyramny of the
shouids” is nis camcept of tne “suthoritarian comscience,"” which is described
in Xan For Himself, pp. 1L3e182; however, he has not shown the precise rciation
of the sadist and the oasochist vo this consclience,

zeﬁomy, deurcsis, pp. +=i5,
231pid,, Bp. 245=16.
zk’ibid., Ppe 262-63,

ﬁ’l'bid., PDs 4b5abH,

26noz~nay Jur Isner Comfiicts, p. 32, cliing <orem Kierkegsard, The
sickneas Unto Death ({rinceton, 1 ?fu), Fromm, usn For Himself, p. 168,




i3
rhilososhers, -riters, end theologiens have dlgcussed alienstion ir recent
tirzes; however, the neo-Freudian views slienation &8 r psychological
reaction, the result of the strategy that the individual develops to cogpe
#ith intense feelings of insecurity,

Both sadis: and masochism are aieo eimiler in ss much es they toth Luply
the "union of one individual self with another self (or amy other .o.cr oute
side of the own self) in such & my as to make each iose the integrity of
its ovn sclf and to make them compietely dependent on sach other,"2T  Thet
sadisr snd mesochisn have 2 compon basis is demonstrated by the neo=Freudian
otservation that both tendencies are slways present together in the neurotic
individual &lthough they ere not uwsually of equal stremgith. The sediastic
tendencies of the mesochistic person and the masochistic tendemcieg of ths
sadist ars iess evident because the neurotic seldom cubwardly exyrsgses
then, Fromm apd Horney have shown ﬁcm the expensive or sedistic tendencies
of the self-cffacing nerson ars often chenneled into a feeling of mertyrdom
hich "gccus=ze othirs snd cxcusecs hj.melf.“zg Arrogent vindictiveress,
on the other hand, 18 really spn externalipation of & selfedegrading
gelfehate, znd even the perfectionist ex;resses distrust of himself in
his atiect comslisnce to 2 szt of moral values ocutside himselr.zg For

these rcasons, Froom terred his theory off peurotic relatednses the "theory

27Fram:, Tgocape Prom Frecdom, pe 150,

wHorney, Keurcsis, p. 235, Jea aiso Froms, Art of loving, po. 5152,

2horney, heurosis, pp. 196=97, 308; Froum, kan For Himseif, ap. 21319,
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of sadow-uasochism.” This theory wiil be of great lmportance im the
subsequont angiysis of Arthur lkoeller vam den Bruck,

Horney has concurred with Fromm's teaching thet the neurotic soiutions
can never ¥e successful because the ssdistic snd masochistic tendencies
necessarily confliict withim the individual and, more important, becsuse
they operate egainei the very quality which distinguishes man, his geif-
swareness, From: and Horney have further agreed that thers is only one
solution to the need for reiatedness which produces happiness, This is
productive love, which is a relation that implies mutual care, responsie
bliity, respect and understanding, This solutiom allows man to deveiop
his integrity, uniqueness snd S.ndtvid\uliw.jo This sclution both
resulis from and ailows the development of the individual's real scl{
«ith the overcoming of aliemtion.n

The second psychological need, sccording to Fromm, is man's need
for tramscendencc, kan needs to feel that he transcends his naturai
state of creaturs Ly becoming & crestor, Nadp may create through arg,
through -ork, and through his relations with others, Love is man'e
creative orientation toward other mumans, Man, if he is neurotic or

if his crestivity is stifled, cen slso prove himself superior o nature

XFrom, ssne Society, pp. 36=33; Horney, keurosis snd Human Growth,
PO 158"1‘62, »

34141d., p. 36 and p. 159, respectively.
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throu:h destruction of nsture znd of his fellow msn, Yet destructiveness
isolztes men from the world and from mankind; 1t, like sado-masochism,
can only be a partial and temporary solution, Man is destructive,
therefore, only when he fails to be creative, Destructiveness, Froma
wrote, 1is "the outcome of the unlived 1ife 32

The third psychological need is man's nsed for rootedness, History
best illustrates the different means by which mankind has achieved a
sense of rootedness, Tarly men, like aniﬁala, were rooted in nature,
The embryo and young child are also rooted in nature through their
binlogical dependence on the mother, Fromm has seid that the history
of both the individual and of mankind is a history of their alienation
from these primary ties to nature necessitating new rootings elsewhere,
Various orpgiastic rites, sensual aiperience, aleoholism and drug
addiction have served as means by which man has attained the experience
of union with g higher entity outside himsalf.33 In addition, in higher
cultures man has rooted himself in the concept of Cod, in a set of
nrinciples and in the mystique of various socisl groups ranging from the

tribe to the polis to the modern nation-ltate.Bh Nerrow nationalism,

32Fromm, bscape From Preedom, p, 207,

33fromm, Art of Loving, pp. $=10,

BhMan's relation to seocizl groups solves both his need for relatsde
ness and for rootedness. It solves his need for relatedness by providing
him with relationships to individuals within the group and to the institu.
tions associated with the group, It solves his need for rootedness in



as all forms of rootedness which do not recognise the brotherhood of
man, is, to Fromm, regressive and primitive, He has written:
Only when man succeeds in dewveloping his resson and

love further than he has done 80 far, « « « only when he

can feel rooted in the experience of wiversal brotherli-

ness, will he have found a new, lmmen form of rociedness,

W11 he have transformed his world inte a truly humen heme,S

Man also needs a sense of identity, He has tried to achieve

this identity in his religiom, class, rece, cscupatien, or political
affilistions. Conformity to society is also a way %o achieve idemtity
and to esoape lonsliness and isclation. "If I am like evexybody else,
if I have no feelings or thoughts which make me differemt, if I conform
in custam, dress, ideas, to ths pattern of the growp, I am saved;
saved fraz the frighteming mimotdm.'“ Yot, these
secondary identities cen never be suscessful, kan is the smimal that
can, that must, ssy "I*; his very nature presupposes self swareness,
an individual identity. Thus, all the above selutions to the identity
problem contribute to the aliemstion of the imdividual frem his real
self and, therefore, to neurocsis, Fromm, Horney and maxy existentiale
ists bave argued man mist find the solutiom in individualism, in the

expsriemce of *I1 u."37

those cases when, in the minds of its members, the group becomes more than
the sun of its component parts and assumes a xystical sharscter. In thsse
cases, the group ocomes to represent viiunes and begomss an object of devotionm,

35,."_’ Sane Society, p. 61.

”Prn, Art of Loving, p. 11,
37

Fromm, Sane 3&10%; PP, 62-8Li; Horney, Neurosis and Human Orowth
p. 158; Walter tentialisn From Dos e (New
York, 1950), pp. 11=12, P*M L
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The last of Fram's postulated needs is the need for a frame of
orientation, Unlike rootedness, identity, and relatednsss, in the
realn of feeling, and unlike transcendence, in the realm of actiom, a
ﬁmotwinhﬁuhm':motuﬂumﬁutcfthmhn-
ties. of the world thwrough the use of thought. If he allews his fears
and desires to enter into his Weltamsehewyng, be will view the world
and himself irrationally. The idealised self of the neurotic and his
equally wrealistic view of the suvircament, msntioned above, are
sxamples of the irratiomal oriemtation o 1ife. Om the other hand,
nan is gifted with the capasity of ressen, ZTo the axtemt that he
develops tiis oapsoity he is able te view the warld ebjectively.)®

At this point, the contimuity ef the mswreiis's character is
evident. The newrotic is sade-masoshistis and (or) withdrawn snd faile
to schieve either productivity or a truly individual identity, BHis lack
of objectivity leads him to a false view of the world and, comsequently,
" to a rootedness in narrev values, Mersover, the neurotic's sclutioms to
the existential dichotomy are comsistent, Bis inability to love himself,
either bscause he does not imow kimself er because he hates himself, contributes
to his inability to schieve a mature leve of others, His vindictiveness
or his abjest relisnce snd iis destructivensss alienate him further from
others, His reotedness in external values or his denial of a1l values
alienste him from himself. Cireular ssusation betwesn these factorse-

”rrm, Sane Seciety, pp. Gl=86.



similar to Gumnpar ikyrdal's concept of the "vicious circle of poverty”
in economic theorye-acts to maintain the entire system of neurosis,

On the other hand, love is the contimuity in the character of
the individual who has achieved maturity. Love, as unierstood by Fromm,
is not primarily a relationship but an orientation or attitude towards
all of life. Thus, self-love "is inseparably comnected with the lovs
for any othar being®®? Love is based on objectivity, that is, one loves
binself and others for what he and they are, rather than for what he and
they should be or seem to be when interpreted by raticmalisations.’O
Furthermore, the mature person's love, because it is love of the essence
rather than of the periphery, is necessarily a leve for all human beings
aince all men have & common identity and brotherhood.l 4 loving
orientation to life, then, precludes narrow forms of rootedness such as
that naticpalism which promilgates hatred af the foreigner, ioreover,
love is neceasary for creativity, which requires activity and care.
Again these different faceis relate to sne apother for, in creating,
asn 'raises himself beyond the passivity and accidentalness of his
existence into the realm of purposefulness and freedom,"i2

39Fromm, Art of LOVin‘, Pe h9|

UOrpsd., p. 2k.

hllbido’ Pe 39=41,
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III, THE SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL COMCEPT OF HISTORY

Erich frama's social psychological comgept of history is a
Marxist oconcept in that it stresses the interrelatednsss between the
econouic and social basis of society om the ans hand snd the character
of the man produced by that society on the other, Unlike karx, however,
Fromm has used psychoanzlytic theory to explain this interrelatednsss,
He developed for this purposs the cemoept of the "sosial charsstier,"
which Fromm defined as "the muclens of ths charscter structure which
is shared by most members of the sams alm."h’

Une can understand the social charaster emly in relatiem to its
fanction. Objective ecomomic conditions as well as history smd tradition
produce the conditions under wiich seciety mast eperate in any given
historical peried., Social charscter shapes and chanmels the lmman
energies of the members of society s¢o that thay ast im accerdance to
the requiremsnts of that uci.cw.hh This sooial process, sametimes
called socislization o enculturatiem, is largely wnconscious. The
individusl learns to want o ast the way he mast act if he iz to
receive the approval of his sosiety. In this process, the fawmily

is the psychic sgency of society because it transmits the soclal
hS

charaste to the chiid,

mrxandh'wd(uu ok,

amd the Chains of Illusiem, pp, 1768=79; Fram, Sane

'Gyrm, Sane Society, p. 79.
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Fromm has contended that economic fagters predominantly determine
the soclal charscter. Fromm has not, however, sesn man as a "blank
sheet of paper om which oculture writes its M."“ Society cannot
frustrate humsn psychological needs bayond a certain peint; however,

a wide range of societies can satisfy thess meeds encugh to maintain
social aubiliw.m

The sooial character is “tbe bssis frem whioch certain ldeas and
ideals draw their stremgth and attrutim.'w Through the process
of rationalisation, the individual often disscards evidence supporting
ideas contrary to those common %o his sociely. Like all rationalise~

tions, this is an irrational way of thisking based om femr of iselation

from society for non-confaraity, This doss nobd mean that ideas and

ideals have no validity of their own. Im fact, these do influence

the soclal character and even are independent to the extent that they

conform to the rules of legic, though nmot necessarily to ruliw.w
From the above, the social charscter msy be beat desoribed as the

"intermediary between the socie-egomeomic siruweiure end the ideas and
ideals prevalent in a scolety. It is the imbermediary in both directions,

Mi'rou, Sene Society, p. 78.
mg;l_a_d._g., pe T8.
hahem, Beyond the Chains of Illusiem, p. 83.
wn-_, Esceps From Freedom, p. 326,
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from the economic basis to the ideas and from the ideas to the economic
bnu."so One must avaid several misinterpretations of Fromm's concept
of history. FPirst, cultural phenmena sre mot simply the result of
human instinstual drives modified ty sosiety, as Freud thought. Fromm
has put more smphasis on economio fastors in sesial development and has
Se6n man mOTe 40 a product of soolety that did Frewd, Jecend, his
theory does not mean that the desire for malerial gain determines
history; to the contrary, Fromm, like Marx, hes teught that objective
esconcmic conditions may or may not result in a secial charscter whioch
is distinguished by greed, Third, Froms has disagreed with the "idealist
position that ideas and ideals determine social behaviar. Although
these do play a role in molding the ségianl cheraster, the idealist
overlooks economic factors and basic puychological meeds St

 7The above is a description ef historical forces operating in relass
tively stable circumstances., Even if social and econemic inmstitutions
remained relatively stable, political change oomld still oscur, If the
external soclal and econemic conditions change, however, in such a way
that they no longer accommodate the traditional social charscter, sn
explosive situation may develop, During the transition, as new needs

5%ram, Seyond the Chains of Illusien, p. 87. Italics in the text,
ﬂhm, Escape From Freedom, pp. 3.2k,
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and anxieties appear, the individual becames susceptible to new or more
radicel mm.S 2 when a sociel clase is threatened Ly new economic
developaents:

it reacts to this threat psychologically and ideclogically;
and . , . the psyohological changes brought about by this
reaction further the development of ecenemic forves, , .
We see that econamic, psychelegioal, amd uoduiul forces
operate in this way: that man reacts to shanging external
situations by changes in himself, and that these psycholoe
mamwam%umwmmmmm
and socisl jrocess.”d

81%’ Escape From om, p, 326; Beysmd the Chains of Illusiom,
P -

S’h-om, Escape From Freedom, p. 325.



CHAPTER IX

THE SOCIAL CHARACTER OF GERMANY DURIKG
THE LIFETIME OF MOELLER VAN DEN BRUCK

The thought of Arthur loeller van den Brusk was one manifestation
of a larger Konservative Revelution the begimming of which lsy in the
sarly ninstesuth century. The Deutsche Bewegung, he predeminmant,
German Lranch of the Konservative Esvolution, wvas an intellectual
right-wing opposition to the humanistic snd rationalistic ideals of
the Wilbelmisn monarchy and, later, to the Weimar Republic.’

This movement, actually comprised of mndreds of splinter moveasmts
and ‘orxaninuon-,z appealed to mary German intellectuals and especially
to the youth, From the point of view of the paychological model described
in ths precoeding chapter, this appeal vas the result of specific socio-
psychologicel cenditions as revealed in the comeept of social character,
Since the life smd thought of every human are creatures as wvell as
creators of environment, a survey of the social charascter of pre-World
War I and esrly-Weimar (Gersany should be important in explaining the
genesis end maturation of Mosller's thought. ZEqually isportant, the

2prmin Mohler has found ninety-seven sub-movements snd four hundred
thirty orgamisations associated with the lmun Revolutien (Ibid.,
pp. 89-89, 9e95).



concept of aocial character should help clarify the reascn for the
appeal of liceller's ideas to large mumbers of Germans.

I, GERERAL CHARACTERISTICS CF THE INPACT OF
INDUSTRIALIZATION OH THE SOCIAL
CHARACTER OF QERMANY

The social cheracter of Germany was strongly influnenced by the
torrent of industrial development in the latter half of the nineteenth
century followed by continual economis exparsien before Werld Var I,
This economic expansion itself had gemeral psyehelegical ramifications
but also a specific impact in that it meant a sMifAing of eccnomic and
social status between Germany's social classes.’ ’

The expleitation and misery assoclated with Western industrialisa-
tion vas relatively shortelived in Germany. A traditiom of state
paternalism fostered an advanced body of social isgislation that made
Wilhelmian Germeny the medel for the welfare state. 3till, even in the
decades before 191 many Germsns expressed dosp dissatisfaction with the
oew industrial glant, Industrialisation hrought aliemation, the most
important psychological consequence of modern eoomomic systesms,

Alienation msant, in part, the iselatien of man from his fellow
man, Feudalistic culture had limited sosisl and ecomomic freedom, Mt

37his specific impact will be discussed in the following section.
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1t slso had given the individual a defintte place in society. The indivie
dual had experienced his class as an objeot of identification and, in the
absence of competition, he had formed human, not simply economic,
relationships with fellow members of the same sesisl level.l Special
interest groups, born of the new spirit of cempetision, enly partly
satiosfied the individual!s need for relatedness, The relationships
esteblished in the varicus unions for woerkers snd fer businessmen oould
not overcome the individual's isclation bescuse the motivation fur join-
ing the union or employers' organization vas more seomomio selfs-intersst
than the desire o establish !mman relationships and becsuse such
organisations premoted as “collsctive egoise® that varied little from
individusl egoism.’ Furthermore, mamy individeals, sspecially those

in the middle class, had no arganisation or wnien with whick thay
associnted. The result was an incressing lack of warmth in personal
relationships, especially bdetween members of different classes and groups.

hIn From Freedom, pp., 56-81, Fromm argues that this development

began as early as sance. He points out, however, that femdal
restraints on competition and many femdal attitudes towards seciety and
the economy were predominant well inte the mineteenth century (3ane
Sm.g, PPe M).

50tto Baumgartner, .Der sittliche Zustand des deutschen Volkes
unter dem Einfluss des Krieges,” Geist bt

Krieges in Deutschlsnd, ed. James ¥, Shotwell (W ‘
cucEcEﬁ des weltkrisges,” Deutsche Mo; Stuttgnrt, 19!1): P. 62,
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Erich Fromm has pointed cut that the modern industrial system has
increased the freedom of the individual from external authority; however,
it has substituted for external authority the anonymous authority of the
market and of pressures to conrorm.‘s In his important study cited above,
Otto Baumgartner described this same tendenty. Ihe industrial system and
the intensive specialigation of labor, he argued, led to the degradation
of the individual to the position of a cog in the giant industrial
machine, As such, the individual wes littls different from others
and became very much a "mass m."7 Thus many Germsns had became
aliensted not only from othars but also firom themselves, Organization
had deprived them of originality and spontaneity. As "Organisation lien,®
Baumgartner contimmed, even their thoughts were often not their own,
Their ideas and beliefs came more and mere to be a mere ,Erheuchein
gevwisser Guemcmmgonchh.'a >

Creativity was slso thwarted for many Germans who became "atoms!
in the glant industriel complex, The tread tewards industrial concentra~
tion engendered a problem that still remains in indusiry, the inability
of the individusl worker to view himself as a ereator with power over
thirgs, Rather the worker becomes, psychologically, an extension of the
machine and g corresponding dulling of his sense of creativity occurs,

%m, Sane Society, p. 93.
7

8Ibid., ", « o 'aping of collective feelinga',” My translation,

———

Bsumgartner, ,Sittliche Zustend,” pp. 6263,
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Few occupations were excluded from this trend, White-collar workers,
independent businessmen, and managers were caught in the competitive
and impersonal business world amd came to feel less creators than
subjects to forces outside themselvu.’

The same alienation oocurred with the satisfying of human needs
through the consumption of geoods, A rising standard of living seemed
%o create more "needs” than it satisfied. ? Aliemation meant that
consumption served man's neurotic needs mare than his humen needs; the
satisfaction of the former became a psychological compensation for the
condition that alienation itself had created, Thus, "conspicums
consumption” became a quasi-solution to the need far relatedness by

1

conferring status upon the alienated person, Friedrich Glum has

written thet materislistic Wilhelmian Germans had lost a «Gefuehl

fuer Echtheit" in their search for meaning in their lives.l?
The entire range of sociasl values of the time demonstrates this

loas of & ,Gefuehl fuer Echtheit." Fer some, the ocnmslaught of the

industrial revolution had cast doubt on traditiomal values and religion.lj

With increassed socisl mobility, young men often spent the years between

SFromm, Sene Society, Ppe 11li=16 et passim,

und &msi olz Geutachlanda

n'l‘m, Sene 30010&, PP. no-!5.

1201um, Philosophen, p. 29, ". . . ‘feeling for amthenticity'. . . ."
w trmslat;on.

13u11beln Flitner, ,Der Krieg und die Jugend" in Geistige und sittliche
Wirkungen des Krieges in Deutschland, p. 62.
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school and military service working from ocity to city, and, for the first
time, girls left home to recelve special traiming., The result was 2
noticeable weakening of ties to the home, while the increased importance

of women in industrial society was slowly begimning to undermine the position
of the euthoritarisn father,id Ievertheless, the detericration of tradi-
tional values only had {ts beginning in Wilhelmian Qermany., In 191},

it appears that traditionsl religious and social wvalues were still firmly

rooted in the psyche of the aversge German.ls

IX. THE INPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION
ON THE KLEINBUERIUM

In addition to the direct psychological results of industrializationm,
a socio=economic result was most important, 7This was the economic and

social decline of the Kloinbuarﬁarm, which was comprised of many different

occupational categories including small shopkeepers, small merchants,
araftsmen, salesmen, middlemen, sdvertisers, govermment employees, and

professional people.m Although its mumbers and size, relative to other

u‘Bnumgnrtnar, nSittliche Zustand," pp, 70=-Tl,
lsl'rm, Escape From Freedom, p., 237, Fromm probably understates the
impoxrtance of pz-o":ﬁ orid sar 1 cmu in German attitudea,

l6?rcdcr1ck L, dchuman, The Naml Dictstorahd.sz A 3m§ in Social
Pathology end the Palitio; of Fasc ow lork:
Bareld ﬁ Lasswell, "Ihe Psychology

)9 Pe )
. of Kitlerism," The Politicsl Quarterly, IV
(1933), p. 374
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classes, incressed Lh he Lirsi guarter of lh: voenticih century, its
ipcoae end social osiiion, rc.aitive to that of the vworkers, deciinsc

27

dacin, the sane woriod, -xwe, cuch as thy creflsven eXd smel. uvilesse

tenm, in certicuier, »ery threctence econosically by the conceniration o

fehs

%
ca.ttas ond oy Lecarsisgica. innovatiols. oliss, Whe cedn thooal o

the 10.er nddos ¢class as  sychoioglcad as ths pebil courgeolsic © au
incraasing.y overshado-ed oy the .orkers end the wpper bourgeolsic,
“hose unions, carbe.s and (artics took the cebntre of the stnge.“lg
Ihe increasing douis in reidgiom pius the imcressing ecomdlc and
Bocial insecurity in the decades before world wer I led Lo &h cargyyeistou
feeiing of roolecness in iraditionel vasues snd in the mysticisa ol Lhs
monarchy and netion.? om vhis level, the peldt bourgecls couid eccuse
the soarce of nis actuzi psychologicael frustrationm, the - orvsis, successius
Je 8, end noderpists, o teiny unpatriclic and of underiiming %xaoiticn.Zl
Hatond of Gorwery'e forceign «remies further satisfico ary other sauistic
tendencies he wight have, .biic the feeling of being & saedl part in s
larger and zore ,lorious nuticn wes the mascchistic side cf the externa-

iizaebtion,

lfuchuman, rapi Ulctatorshi, p. 404,

139chumzn, 8zl odictetorshiy, »e 10i=iQ2.

iyLasﬁ.gil, Tsychoioyy of Hitderisa, ' o. 3Tu.
Frowrn, :8cayc Fror Freeden, p. 2hi.
21,

Lassveili, 'rsychology of Hivieriss,” p. 3T4ff.
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This cultural fundamentealism may, at first glance, seem to contradict
the conclusion that industrislisation and urbanisation led to a breakdown
of traditionsl morals and values., Ths anewer to this dil amma is that
both tendencies were present in Germeny. Horold D, Lasswell has explained
this situation:

lodern urban culture is fatal to the simple prescitipe

tions of the rural and provincial consolence. . . «+ The

middle class cods of sexnal sbsiinence, thrife, work snd

plety crumbles befare the dlandishmsnts and the senseal~

nents of the city. The valnerability of comnventional

code provokes hercic acts in its defence.

The Kleinbuerger, driven by feelings of powsrlsssness and guilt, vas a
likely proponent of fundamental values, HRis stress of tredition and
norality was, to & certain extent, an "ast of expiation” whioh gave him

acmsdmdvmnummdmm.”
IITI. THE RFFECT OF WORLD WAR I AND TME INFLATION

Aliemation and the psychologiscal dissatisfaction of the Klainbuer-
gertun imcreased enormously dering World War I snd the subsequent period
of inflation., The experience of the lomg and brutal war itself furthered
man's alienation from man snd from life itself, A German auther who

sxperienced the war wrote:

Men, oftem horridly distorted, lie om the streets and
in the fields, But of the dead we have no conocern. Ons

umnou, "Peychology of Hitlerimm,” p, 378,
237b14,



goes by them as if nothing had heppened. mmﬁmm
is gone. There remains enly one thought: forwardi?

Later in the war the struggle for existemce ameng the German soldiers
and population alike had almost totally cbliterated the mationmalistic
sepirit of 191h." Shortages of feod, fusl, clothing, and housing
fostered a narrow egolsm which destrayed feslings of hmman solidarity.25
The economic position of the lower middls class fwrther deteriorated
during the war. Having been little disposed, either ecomemically or
psychologically, to take part in war profiteering, the petit bourgeocisie
undervent the first of a series of crises.?® The post-var inflation
was psrhaps the most severe of these., The inflatiem decimated the
savings of all Germans, tut especially of the lowsr middle class which
had invested heavily in var bonds, that soom besame wortaless.’’ Those
living on steady incomes, unorganized emplayess, and professionsl
pecple suffered most as prices climbed faster than wages. In general
"the Kleimmergertus bore the trunt of loss and suffering. . . . By
1924 millions of petty-bourgeois families found themselves in a state
of economic desperation,” and it was not wntil that same year that
candisions began to improve2d

g umgartoer, ,Sittliche Zustand,” pp. 16-17. My translation.
asmld., p. 63.
“‘rum, "Krieg and Jugend,” pp. 229, 30L4-05,

2701um, Puiloscphen, p. 25.
“scm, Nesi Dictatorship, p. 102,



The inflation was also a threat to the tradition and value of
thrift, in which the lower middle class felt rooted, If the experience
of the war had been advantageous to the profiteer, the post-war years
allowed the least thrifty to make huge fortumes tirough speculation,
while the few remaining artisans, who lived from their owa toil, hardly
vere able to buy enough food to live.2” Likewiss, those who indulged
the most in excessive consumption often retained more than thoss whosse
savings became worthless, since overpriced lumary items retained their
valus mcre than the rapidly inflating currensy.™

The fall of the monarchy removed cne of the psychelogical founda-
tions of the lower middls class. Although the werkers were able to
identify with the new republic in the immediate postewar yesrs and had
& large role in its govermment, the revolutiom meant paychological
isolation for the Kleimbuerger.’’ "While the monarchy and the state
had been the solid rock on which, psychologically speaking, . « « he
had milt Wde existence, their fallure snd defest shattered the basis
of bis own 1ife.*32 Stripped of his old patriotic objects of devotion,
the Kleintwerger bad 1ittle now in which he conld put his faith. The

2911 toer, nKrieg und Jugend,” pp. d0h=0S.

3ra,

31b4d., po bk Froms, Escape From Freedom, ;p. 238-89,
32promm, Esceps From Freedom, p. 238.
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Weimar Aspublic was barn of defeat, was the product of the workers and
of Allied pressure and, most impartantly, lacked the strong anthority,
the father-symbolism, which might command respect,33

The importance of the family also suffered a setback as normal
family life was interrupted during ths war. Wives often worked in
factories, many for the firat time. On the other hand, the position
of the father ss the head of the housshold becaws less isposing because
of the increased importance of women and, svan mors, bessuse of his
sbsence from home during the war,3l

The last stronghold of middle class traditiom was destroyed as
the younger generation "acted as they plessed and cared no longer
whether their actions were approved by their parents or not."’s A
number of factors were responsible for an almost complete dissolution
of the old stratification betwsen gmuﬂm.” The separation of
many youth from one or both parents during the war was importamt, So
t00 was the mobllising of young women into the fastories. In addition,
sass of the more adaptable youth took advantage of the possibilities
for speculation during the inflatiem, to the bewllderment and resentament

333cm, Nazi Dictatorship, p. 107,
sl‘soawtmr, n31ttliche Zustand,” pp. 76=81,

3Prows, Essaps From Fresdom, p. 239.
”Bmgarwcr, n3ittliche Zustand," p, 82.
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of the older generation.” The separation of the youth from old values
during the war, and the disappesrance of ths old symbols of social
suthority, the monarchy snd the aristocracy, slso contrituted to the
lose of respect by the young for the old.

The lower middle class generations were slse divided in their
resction to the postewar political situstion, The elders, umable to
shake off their psychological ties to the monarchy, ruigm themselves
bitterly and resentfully to non-involvememt in pelitics, They became
apolitical and called those involved in the struggle between political
interests Parteibengcta.’a The meabers of the younger generation,

although they also came to dislike the republis, were more active in
their protest. The chance to mske a living in the same mamner as
their parents seemed dismal, and the lack of openings in the variocus
professions further undermined their cconowie position.’? It was tiis
group, economically insecure and separated froem traditional values,
which most readily responded to the Xonservative Revolution,

IV, THE NEED FOR IDEOLOGY

A psychological reaction to the alienation and insecurity of
modern life had begun well before the war, This resction took the form

37
Flitner, ,Krieg und Jugend,® pp, 30k-05; Fromm, Esceps From
Fresdon, p. 2136." ’ ’
3 paungartner, ,5ittliche Zmstend," p. 6h.

39F'rom, Escape From Freedam, p. 240.




of various movements which ars often collectively designated as the

Ueutsche Bewegung. ieny of these groups were contsnt to ocoupy them=

selves with reform while accepting the existence of the wWilhelmian

Reich., The imperialistic PaneGerman Leagne, the Christiam Socialist

movement, and other smeller groups belonged to this wing of the Deutsche

Bevegung '® A fundamental and radical eppositicn to Wilbelwinismus

was that posed by the anti-Semitic voelkish intellectuals and Ly the

Jugendbewegung, The former of these was utepiam ia its impossible

demands to undo the mixing of races that had ccosrred over the centuries,bl

while the youth movement, having no clear ideslogy or goal, stressed

purity, the goodness of feling, the irraticmality ef life, and patriotisam,b?
The nature of these variocus movements, the detailed description of

which lies beyond the scope of this thesis, is most clearly underatood

by viewing their relation to the psychological conditions in pre-war

Germany. In this sense, these movements prosmligated that which Georg

Lukécs has called der religioess Atheismus.!3 The vogue of relativism

and the discoveries in science bhad alienated many imtellectuals from

traditional religion, On the other hamd, the need for rootedness and

hoMohlu‘, Konservative Kevolutiom, pp. 37-39.

Wipia,, p. L3.

l'213‘1:Ltrxer, JKrieg und Jugend,” p, 253; liochler, Konservative

Ravol:utian. Pe L2,

wﬂcorx Lukacs, Die ch% der Vermnft: Der Weg des
Irrationalismus von So ng sw " » Pe .
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for identity intensified for the resaons stated above in this chapter,
lukacs has described this need:
individusl life, in and by itself, is fully meaningless.

The cuter wrld offers me no meaning, for seientific nowe

ledge has taken God out of the world., The norms of social

intercourse offer np parpose. wWhere ean I new find the

meaning of my life?
The racialepurity ideal of the Voelkischen and the mystical life-
experience of the Jugendbewegung were both objects of devotion far the
individusl who was trying to find meanming for his life. Furthermore,
the racial explanation of reality by the Voelkischen was a frame of
orientation that gave a comprehensive, if irrationsl, view of all
occurrences, Still,before World War I, these movements had more of a
quiet and contemplstive character marked by pessimistic resignation
rather than political activism.hs The Voelktischen, the one group that
did exercise radical opposition to the Hedgh, gained little support and
was constantly plagued by disunity. The reasom for this was the
rootedness of most of the German Kleinbuerger in what had been & secure
system of social and national values, revelving around the monarchy and

tradition, Until World War I and defeat, there was litile socio-

Whiukges, Die ierstoerung der V t _Der Weg des Irrationsalismms
von Schelling su Htler, p. ﬂ". ton,

hsIbido’ Pe é9.

Muahlu, Konservative Revelutien, p. LO.
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psychologicel basis, except among a mmber of disgruntied intellectuals
and misfits, for a widespread Konservative Revelutiom,

The cataclysaic destruction of individeal psychological and meterial
security during and after the war created an emviromment favorsble to a
more radical and more activist~oriented idnlm.“ The years after 1919
were years of 4 Konservative Revolution smmong Germen intellectuals,

The ideological nature o.f the Lonservative Hevolutiom was decisively
shaped by the experience of the war. Whereas the pre-war yeuth movement

had been characterigzed by a rejection of ties te sesiety, the experience

of war and revolution led to the demand for mew social and aysticel
t,ian.ha It is interesting to nete how closely the nature of these
ties is related to the Uerman war sxperiencs., The war produced a
situation in which mythebuilding by a paternalistie govermmenti, aided
by the cemsor and propagandiss, becawe the rule. An illusiomary and

irrational view of the fatherland sad of its smenies was necessary to

L9

promote unity,. School teachers as well as the professional propagandist

constantly stressed putting the good of the fatherland above all else

and depicted the snemy as the very esaence of avu.so

LT ukdos, serstoerung der Vermsaft, pp. 69, 72-73.
“Bmm.r, «Krieg und Jugend,* p. 356.

59 aungartner, .Sittlichs Zustand,* pp. 13-1L.
50F14tner, ,Krieg und Jugend,® p, 261,




I
=4
35

The Konservative levolution of the postewar years strove to recapture

the spirit of unity characterized by the early days of the war in Germany.
One young author wrote that these days were like heaven on earth because
they wakened within the individual a beslief in that which tranacended

himself, 51

Benesth the superficial joy of union with the nation, there
lies a deeper pessimism in the konservativ ideology, however, The
konservativ doctrine was in conflict with the dootrines of Christianity
and of progress, both of whj:ch presupnose a linesr historical progression,
Armin Hohler has called circularity the one idee underlying all the

konservative thought, ~“ircularity presupposed cosmmes, which xas the

t1higher reality,! which inspired all that took place on earth, . . ."52
Cosmic thought viweed the world

as tied to the cosmos by the transfer to the 'living force!
vhich radiated earthward and infused those who were attuned
to 1t, 48 this life force flowed fram aosmos to man, self-~
fulfillment was thought possible enly to the extent to which
man was imbued with this fm-ge snd was in harmony with the
cosmos from which it sprang. 3

The universe operated according to & type of natursl law determined by

the cosmos; therefore, ha mony and order were the characteristics of

>ligungarteer, ,Sittliche Zustamd,® p. k. One oharacteristic of the
konservativ ideology was thst the individusl was seen to have no intrinsic
value but to be of worth only as a part of the entire nation (uohlsr,
Konservative Revolution, p, 154).

52Gecrge L, Mosse, The Crisis of Cerman Ideology: Intellectual
Origins of the Third ieich (New Lork, 196L), D. 4L,

231014,




the universe even though man might foolishly destroy this harmony.
History was thought to operate according to this cosmos and, thus, to
repeat 1tself since nature determined thet natioms, like all organisms,

should grow and die, The Konservativen compared this cyclical develop=-

ment with the rhythm of 1life &s seen in birth and death and in the
repetition of might and day and of the seasons in the )mlr.ﬂ'
Such a concention of life end history would seem to lead to resigna=

tion and fatalism, Here again the experience of ths war affected the

ideology of the Xonservative Revolution, Postewar Xonservatissus not
ornly had a mystiesl ideclogy but also was merked by avid evangelism,

The 1ideology of the Konsservative Revolution was certainly romantic in

ite stress on mysticism and commos, Yet, there arose s tendency to
bring the transcendental power of the cosmos down to earth, Thizs was

accomplished through the concept of the Velk. The Konservativen came

to view the Volk as the repository of the "life force.” lan should
participate in this cosmic power by actively umiting with fellow members
of the Volk, Thus, the term Volk itself had a mystical meening since it
signified a group of people united with the cumiml.s5

In its concept of the state, the Konservative Revolution may be

subdivided into three main groups, The post-war voelkisch movement

5 h:dohler s Konservative Revolution, pp. 107-116,

55530833, German Ideology, pp. L, 15.
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retaincd 1ts earlier view that the Volk should be the unit of political

organizetion, The Nationalrevolutionaere, on the other hand, saw the

Volk as the main source of strength behind a national state of conquest,

Retween these two (roups were the Jungkonservativen of which iiceller van

den Bruck was a leader, These also glorified the Volk as the scurce of
all pover and creativity; however, they looked to the kiddle Ages foar

their concept of politicel organizetion, The Juggkonsethtiven wanted the

state to take the form of a Reich which would be dominated by the strongest
of 1ts several Voelker.56

The Yonservative fRewyplution, when seen from the psychological

viewpoint, was largely a revolution im the demand for an object of
devotion, especlally the heightened craving mmont the politically

active youth of the Kleinbuergertum, Yet, even hare the term "revolutian®

is misleading., The weimar Republic experienced the proliferation of a
wide range of values and ideas in all phases of art, literature,

prhilosophy, and politics, The XKonservative Revolution was only one

intellectual current in the Weimar culture; "widespread acceptance of

moral, esthetic, end intellectual relativism* were antithstical to

Kenlorvatiamnu.57

56iionler, Konservative Revolutien, pp. 172«79.

5T¢oppel 3, iinson, Xodern Germany: Its History and Civilization
(Vew York, 1956), p. U5k,




On the other hand, the concept of "revolution" among German
intellectuals themselves is also misleading, Some, like Thomas .anm,
became more liberal in the postewar years, while most of the older

intellectuals retained their preewar views. The Konservative ievolutinn,

then, was confined to a group »f intellectuals generally displaying
two characteristics, They were young and they were most often of
bourgeols origin,

Those of them who were least able to bear the insecurity caused
by industrialization, defeat, revolution, and financial crisis abandoned
reality and prostrated themselves before a mystic ideology which seemed
to satisfy their deerest longings. Many of these discontents looked
upon Arthur Moeller van den Bruck as their hero, Klemens von Klemperer
has written that *the sons of the always respectable but troubled middle
classes might safely have taken home Moeller , . . for readirng,“s8
Moeller is an important object of study not only because he helped
provide a solution to the need for ldeology, This function he most
certainly did £ill, but Moeller was also very much a product as well as
a moulder of his times., His friend Paul Fechter has written that
koellert's ,leidenschaftliche=nervoese Natur" made him the medium of an
entire generation.59 In spite of Fechter's bhyperbole, it seems at least

true that Moeller was the best exsmple of postewsr Konservatisms,

58 1emens von Klemperer, Germany's liew Conservatism: Its History
and Dilemma in the Twenthieth Genturz: (Princcton, 1957), p. 191,

2% aul Fechter, ,Das Leben loellers van den Bruck,” Deutsche
Rundschau, CCXXXIX (193h), p. 16.




CHAPTER III
THE LIFE OF ARTHUR MOELLER VAN DEX BRUCK

irick H, Erikson has called the function of childhood a "universal
blindspot® in the interpretation of h.tnw.l This is certainly true
of iceller's biographies, Ihe lack of knowledge about his early life,
especially of his family relationship, reducea any attempt to discover
the factors which shaped his personality to mere hypothesis,

I, MOELLER'S RARLY LIFE

Arthur i“oeller was bor;'x on April 23, 1376 in Solingen in the
i’russian fhineland., His father, Victor Moeller, came fram a long line
of Lutheran pastors, army officers, and btureaucrats, His mother, whose
maiden nsme was Elise ven den Bruck, stemmed from a line which had
emigrated from Spain to Holland, and was a seconde-generation Germa.n.z
hational Socialist biogrephers have sxplsined Moeller's inner conflicts
&8 a result of the struggle between the two differing blood types of

his paranu.B From the point of view of psychological interpretation,

L hildhood and Society (New York, 1950), p. 360,

2:f, Paul Fechter, nieben ioellers,” p. li; Frits stern, The Folitics

of Cultural Dug%a A sm% in the Rise of the Germanic IMWW
o8 8%y s PP. 3 oas chwlerskott, Artiur
W

"~ doeller mdm Bruek un& dcr revelutionam Katimlum m dor

; + 14 N - LS ER Sl ’
;5 Y. J. Schaepc; Goettingen, 1962), p. 13.

3Helmut Roedel, Moeller ven den Bruck: Standort und Wertung (Berlinm,
1939), Pe i,
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however, it seems possibls that the differense between the German backe
ground of Moeller's father and the Romantic Spanish heritage of his
mother was & sourse of basic anxiety for young Mesller,

Prebably more important was the patersal inflwenmse on Arthur Moeller,
Nosller's father had been on officer in the Prussisn srwy in the wvars of
1&66«41870-71.“ This experience, as wel) a8 the stremg Lutheran
heritage of the family, indicates that Victer Mesller probably assumed
the suthoritarian family role that was typical im patrisrchisal Germany,
This may explain koeller's later rebellion frum Ms perents and from the
um.rcm‘maﬁon.s

Nosller's father wvas & government arekitest, an csowpation that
places him in the Kleinbusrgertus. Thers is nething to indicate that
he shared anything other than Kieintuerger attitudes and values. He
vas a devotes of Arttur Schopenhbauer, after whem be had named his son,®
Although Schopenhsuer was popular mmong meny educated middle classe
families of the time,’ the umususlly streng affimity that Victor Mosller
seems to have felt toward his philosoply of extrems pessimism and
resignation may very well indicate that Arthmr grew up under the influence
of a trombled and btter father.

43omeiarskott, Revolutiomaere Hationalismus, p. 13.

SmQh Fromm has pointed ocut that in all patriarchical societies
rebellion from the father is a "permsnent element of dissolution®

(Sane Sosiety, p. b9).
%vomskott, Revolutionasrs Nationslismus, p. 13.

"Itid. This popularity may be viewed as one resction by the Kleinbuer-
gertum to the socio-psychological situstion discussed in the preceeding chaper
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Paul Fechter, biograpbher and friend of Arthur Moeller, has described
the young Arthur as “silent,® "always full of thought," and "often
dreaming,"? A laugh from Mosller surprised thoss who knew him since
they "were 80 accustomed to seeing sericusness and passionate thought
dominating his persomality.*’ leeller vas, in fact, an outsider hia
entire life, Although his parenis wanted him o become s militery
officer, lawyer, or winister, Moeller's lack of iaterest im kis studies
at the Duesselderf Jymnasium led to his departurs three years before
his g'amua.m Although the rssson for' this was, as even Mis
apologists admit, at lsast partly becsuse =er in der Sehule nichts tat,*
Paul Fechter and liceller's sesomd wife Lucy claim that ¥oeller was
expelled for writing an snoxymsus articis to a Duesseldorf newspaper,
In light of his lack of interest in school and the evidemce given by his
first wife that Moeller withdrew volwntarily, having failed twise to be
praow,u the elevation of loeller to scademic martyrdom seems at
leant dubicus,

12

8rechter, ,Leben Mosllers® p. 15. My translation,
1114, My translation,

103chwierskott, Revelutionsere Netiomalismus, pp. 13-1i; Stern,

Politics, p. 185,
Lyechter, slebon kicellers,” p, 15.

121144, Sehdersiott, Revelutiomsers Hationaliswus, pp. 13-1k;
Stern, The Polities, p. 185,

133¢ern, Politdcs, p. 185,



II, MNOELLER'S WANDERJAHRE

From Duesseldorf, the twenty year old Moeller was sent by his
parents to live with relatives in Erfurt while he attended the Gymnasium
there, Shertly thereafter, he left Erfurt, sppareatly due to his
unwillingness to attend school, and wenit to Leipsig, whers he heard a
fou lsotures at the umiversity.’! Alshough Schwierskott claims loellar
read ,sussergewooknlich viel® during this time,'5 thers is reasen to
doubt that Moeller read extensively, Eis widow wrote to Frits Stern
that Mosller "preferred to acquirs knowledge frem traveling, met from
books, He used o say mthmvggmm.'. . ',,16 The unsuccess~
ful ond of kosller's foarmal asademic traininge-without his Abitur he
was barred from officially attending s Gerasn wniversity--led to isola~
tion from his parents, who withheld monsy £rem him in the hope of
coarcing him into school once nu'o.r'

In August, 1896 Noeller moved to Berlim, where hs married Hedda
Masse, vhom he had promised to marry befere lsaving Duesselderf. In
Berlin Moeller lived the life of a young litterateur, spending time at

n‘Schuimkutt, Esvolutiensers Mationglismus, p. 1.
B1wd.

msm, Politics, p. 135a,
1somwierskott, Revolutionaers Nationelismus, p. 1. Although he
] on

received a notable inheritance Iron the desth of Als grandfather the next
year, loeller was unconcerned about money and spent his entire life in
fingneial difficulty (Ibid.).



the caffss and gaining admittance to the literary oircles of the day,
Many of the contemporary young artists and writers shared koceller's
“cultural despsir® and rejected what they termed Dis Decadence of
Wilhelmian Germany. Koeller himself foresaw the impending downfall of
13 eeller's fires book, Das
Variete, wvas an attempt to show that the comtemperary art farms wers a
sign of the conflict between the young and the ald. This oonflict
would result 4in the cocllapse of the saturated &'  de siecls society
and in the growth of a new and better culture not inkidited by social

the bourgeocis culture of his parents,

and artistic restraints.l’ Eohoing the ssme sentiment was Die moderne
Literatur (1899-1902), an 80O page critique of centemporary litarature
which praised Nietssche, Lillencron, and Delmel while criticising more

traditional witers, especially Austrisns, whom Moeller charged with
fexinisn and & lack of individualism,??

During his years in Berlin, Moeller resained a disturbed parsan,
His first wvifs, who later married Meeller's friemd the playwright

mcr. Sehvierskott, leutimn Naticnalisms, pp. 16-17, and
Pechter, nleben Moellers,
19Sclw1erskott, Revolutionaere H;wm, PP. 2425,

20p4 ¢ moderne Liw;tnr in Gauppes agen (2 vols.,
Berlin and Leipsig, 1079«1902 i .

mmm@ingtﬁatm ¢ numm.
foreign works into German (Stern, m PP. 186~

trmhtod sone
87).
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Herbert Eulenbarg, wrote that liceller was mostly silent in the company
of others and trooded over his glass of uuu.n She also claimed that
Moeller suffered Angstvorstellungen about the fulfillment of his impend-
ing military obligltim.zz At the sane time, he iried to dress and aot

like an aristocrate and changed his mame to Mosller<Bruck.?) Several
years later in Paris, ioceller furihesr changed his name to Neeller van
den Bruck., The simultenecus oharacteristics of self-glorification and
withdrawal became his way of coping with anxiety.

NMoelleris tendency to withdraw expressed itself also tirough his
personal actions. In the smtwmm ef 1908, Moeller left his preguant vwifs,
went to Faris and eventuslly obtained & diverce, His desire to sscape
the responsibilities of parenthoed, his finsmedial difficulties, his
elienation from the bom;;tdu atmosphere of German society, and his fear
of impending military obligations were all pessible reasons for Moeller's
dcpa.i"*:m'o.azl

During his four years in Paris, Neeller lived on the fringes of
poverty with Frans Evers, a writer vhe had mystical leanings and who

2l3omd erskott, Revolutionssre Netiemaliswus, p. 16,

”sm, Politics, pp. 186, 189,

233ehuierakott, Revoluticnsere Nationalismus, p, 18,

2lgs, Stern, Politics, p. 189, Peohter, ,Leben koellers,” p. 16,
Schwierskott, Revolutionaere Nationslismus, p. 17. His son, who died in
192}, received silence entire life from koeller., (Schwierskott,
Revolutionaere Nationalismus, p. 17n,)



143

25
aided Loeller f imi&ny .

Hoeller met Russien<born Lucy Kaerrick,
whom he later married, and worked with her sister Less on translating
into Germen an edition of Dosteovski's works, MNoeller was psrticularly
sttracted to Dostoevski's writings because of their portrayal of the
passionate, melancholy brooder who is tora detween selfshate and
visions of glory.2® MNoeller also came to kmow and adwire the Russian
mystic Dmitri Mereszkowski in Paris, and, from this time on, Hoeller
became an advocate of Eastern m‘ucin.ﬂ
In faris Moeller acquired his first tasts for politics, In
contrast to what Moeller thought was political imdifference on the
part of most Germans, he found that the ocsafes of Paris vere centers
of discussion on international peliucl.“ Moeller's budding political
interest was illustrated by his participation in a cafe fistfight with
& Frenchman, who had supposedly made a derogatory remark towards
Giramany and by his repeated attempts to arcuse the usually camplacent
French police with pro-0erman snd pro-royalist mtmtﬁ.29
Hationalism was not an entirely new experience for Moeller,

In Die moderne Literatur he had critieised s friend, Richard Dehmel,

25schwierskott, Revolutionaers Natiemalismus, pp. lhe15.
26500del, Moeller, p. 17.

2T5onwierskott, Revolutionaere Nationalismus, p. 18,

281p14,

29Fechter, nleben Moellers," pp., 17=-18,
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for hs nationalen Indifferens."’C Howsver, it vas only after Mosller
had become disillusiened with the "shallowness and . . . superficislity"
of French oculture that he considered himself a German mumli-t..n

Perbaps most important was Noeller's combimation of mysticisa and
politica, resulting in the mental coustruotion of a mythological Germany
divorced from contemporary political and cultursl reslittes.’® He
used "his new=found allegiances and insights" in writing an eight-volune
series of German biographies.’ Die Deutsshen wes less Mstery then
mythology. Noeller attempted to show how the Germen feist had manifested
188612 in the character and lives of famous Germans.’V

Moeller also applied the criteria of Geistigkeit to his oun times.
In Die Zeitgencesen lMosller seemed to diagnose correctly the problem of
the modern age by lamenting the destructiom of spiritual values, while

he pointed to & new faith in the fora of a Germanic Weltansghawung as

3°scmmen, Revolutionsers Nstismalissms, p. 30n.

Pe 19. My tramslation, In Das Theatre Francais
(vo1. X1V or "Dax ter,” ed, C, Hagemsxm; Berlin und Leipsig, 1905),
nmllvolnumlubdumobm!a!'w Mosller attacked the
French theater and claimed that French and Uontcm culture was old and
dmo

321 shall treat Moeller's invelvememt with the Germsndc ideclogy
in ths following shapter.

33sm, Politics, p. 191,

- 3ipie Deutschen: Unsere Menschengeschichte (8 vels., Minden,
1904=1918), passim. |
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the solution to this alienation. In the same wark, he repeated his
contention that the world wvas irreconcilibly divided between ,jungen
Voslkar" and ,alten Veslker.® Baloaging to the fermer categoary vare
Russia, the United States, and, of course, Germany.>

Noeller's new Germsnic fuith led him to meke pesce with the Germsn
Rejoh's mlitary officials, who seem $0 have considered Mim & deserter.
In sutumn, 1907 he went to Kuestrim Germsnmy to fulfill his militery
obligation. Ironically, Moeller's ssuckends Nervesitaet und Usberreisheit,”
gobt him dismissed from the srwy after only several months of military
service. 37

III. MOELLER A3 POLITICAL ACTIVIST

After he had left Kuestrin, Moeller married Lucy Keerrick and
settled in Berlin, his permanent home for the rest of his life, though
he made extended trips to foreign countries before World War I, A
result of his many foreign travels was that Moeller develeoped both his
strong attachment to the Gersan Volk and a oomviction that Germany,
innocent and unpoliticsl, was in the midst of a world of sly and

”Qa %m:u: Die Geister--Die Menschen(Minden, 1908),
pp. 6=18, .

35psonter, .Leben Moellers® p, 18,

M4,
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politically satute M“.JG Nosllar concluded that the cultural

schievements of the German Volk were not smeugh, for without political
power a truly national style could net develep. This idea of the primacy
of the political echoed throughout Moeller's Der preussische Stil. In
this work, Moeller declared the essence of Frussis to de palitical,
practical, and non-esthetic in contrast %o the romantie, idealistic

bent of the reat of Germany. losller hoped for a synthesis of ths two
spirits whichk would lead to a new epoch of both ewlitwral snd political

achiovmn’u.”

Der preussische Stil was cempleted shertly after the cutbtreak of
World War I, at which time Moeller returned te Berlin where he remained
until his death., He respended to the war eoffurt end re-entared the army
at the age of forty, but he agein recseived a discharge after a few
months due to his muunm.w Through the help of his
friend, Exnst Jaeokh, or pessible Frans Svers, Moeller obtained o
position in Army Headquarters in the W department of the
Poraign Dimtun.u In this capacity, losller scquired his pronounced
srgumsntative and pedantic style of m«.u."’ Noeller's thinking

38300601, liosller, p. 27.
3rd. od., Breslav, 1931, p. 75-80,
“%m, Politics, p. 208,

Kloe, stern, Polities, p. 206n, snd Schwierskott, Revoluticnaere
Nationalissus, P. 1V,

MSommshott, Revolutiomasre lationaliswms, pp. L3=bl.
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became increasingly politically oriented. Never again did bhe write on
art and litersture without injeoting politiecs. War slogans such as
aDer Wille siegt" and .Viel Feind', viel Ehr'" as well as the constant
propaganda to put the good of the fatherland abeve all else were
undoubtedly conducive to myth-building,’3 snd Moeller's politicsl
v ews continued to be irrational, abstrsct, and, eften, illusiouary,

Moellur's most famous war-time publication was an article entitled
wDas Recht der jungen Voelker," which appeared in the November, 1918
issue of the Deutsche Rundsshau., koeller declared in the article that
Germany's ultimate victory was inevitable since mature was cn the side
of the young peoples.!t Ths date of its publicstien, on the sve of the
German defeat, was especially iromical, but Meeller expanded and revised
the article into & book of the same title, which was published in ths
interval between the srmistice and the peace mm.hs Moeller
wrote (ermany had fought the war for a just cause and, never having
besn defeated, had laid down its arms only upem the conditions of the
Fourteen I'oints., He appesled Lo iresidemt Wilson, as the representative
of another young nation, not to foresake his promise that the greatness

of Germsny would not bs dmmw.“

wmgu‘mer, «Sittliche Zustamd,” pp. 9, 13-14.

“"CLX.XCII, Pe 235, loeller tried to circumvent the fact that the

other young peoples were fighting against Germany by claiming they weme
duped by the old peoples (Ikid., p. 221),

U5has Recht der jungen Voelker (Mamich, 1919).

Msum, Politics, pp. 216-219,
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YMoeller's unrealistic hopes for a favarable peace were matched by
a belief that the revolution had opened new oppertunities for the future
of Germany. MNoeller and many others on the sxtreme Right were favorable
towards socialism as long as it wvas kept within the limits of national,
as opposed to international, purpose and ,lMxit.H The fadlure of the
revolution to bring about economic corporatism and a mational mystique,
coupled with the national humiliationm at Versailles, led %o the estrange-
ment of iZoeller and many other (erman consarvatives from the Weimar
8overnment.h8 Iaolation from aotive politics was nothing new for Moeller,
but now he was joined by "the many men who were adrift and homeless
anong the parties of ‘doim."k’

The most active chamnel for liveller's opposition to the political
structure of Weimsr was the Juni-Klub, a non=partisen conservative
organization which was named, with more than a touch of revenge in mind,
after the month of the asigning of the hated pesce treaty. Comprising
the Juni-flub were members with various interests, Some ware involved
in antleBolshevik activities, others in grotecting Germans living in
foreign co\mt.ries.so In general, all favored & national, corporative

WKlampercr, New Conservatism, pp. 76, 56-38,
Ysern, Polities, pp. 222-23.
U91bid., pp. 223-24. Supra, chap. ii, sec, III,

5°Schuicskott, Revolutionaere Nationalismus, pp. Si=55.



economic and political system and disliked the West and its valnes.sl
Hoeller received the responsibllity for the publication of the Gewlssen,
the weekly journal of the organization, He wrote twuv columns for the
Gewissen, one of which, the ;Wochenchronik," attempted to depict the
contenporary political situstion a8 constant uhml.s2 In the postewar
years, liceller wrote scoree of sriicles, many of which were in publica-
tions other than the Uswissen.

Although Heinrich von Gleichen-Russwarm wes the formal leader of
the Juni=Klub, loeller "contrituted the ideclogical orientation and thus
becane 1ts saint end hero,">3 5t111, he remsined withdrawn and sensitive.
He seldom spoke publicly and was difficult to understand even in convere
sation.sl‘

boeller's last and most famous book was Das dritie Leich, which
was published in 1923.5 5 Reinhard Adam has written that the experience
of war and of the poste-war period had aroused Moeller's emotions to the
extant that he could think only of dﬂh’ﬂct&m.% There is certainly

mich truik in the view that Das dritte Reioh was intended to be &

51stm‘:|, Politics, p. 226,

stchuiarakott, Revoluticnasre Nationalisms, p. 58u.

53&1@«@, New GComservatism, p., 103,
Sthid.

e
““G '3 Third ire (Das dritie Reich), trams, E. O, Lorimer
{Author 3 s o

56;iginhard Adam,Moeller van den Bruck (.Schriften der koemiglichen
deutschen Gesellschaft su Koenighberg rr.," Vol., IX; Koenigsberg, 1933) , p. 17.
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Zerstoerungsuerk of socialism, liberalism, and reaction, for ioeller

was certain that only when these false ideclogies, which kept Germany
disunited, were destroyed could his much desired eschatological

nationalism come into being.57 In this sense, Das dritte Reich meant

“the third realm of thought" which stood between the ideologies of
Reaction and of ths Left, thus binding together all (ermens under the
banner of the 2223.58 5till, this unification of spirit was to take
both 8 corporative econumic form and s politiocal form, as the title
of lioeller's book suggested.59 As such, the term was utilised by the
Fational Socialists as a propsganda slogan,

By 192} the Jeimar Republic had weathered the inflation as well as
the political insurrections from both Right snd Left, As conditlons
improved, the Juni«Xlub disintegrated.6° Heinrich von (leichen, realiging
that this was no time for a mass movement, changed the group into the
mare exclusive and, to Hoeller, mare reactionary Herrenklub, Hoellar
regarded this trensformation, made solely to obtain funds and to exert

politicel leverage, as treason against the movement's former spirituslity,

5Ttmrd Bupire, passim.
58

Cf, Xlemperer, lew Conservatism, p. 162, and Stern, Folitics, p. 253ff.

>9K1emp¢rer, Rew Conservatisa, p. 1562.

60Ibid.’ Ps 2620

—————
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He refused to join the new organigsation and thus isolated himself from
most of his former admirers and asaociat-el.& Shartly thereaiter, in
the winter of 1924, lveller suffered a nervous breakdown, the first
signs of which had appeared esrlier that year, He entered a mental

health clinic in Berlin due to a nsurotic comdition, and on May 30, 1925
commi tted 811:1.::5.(19.62

8%cr, Ivad., pp. 262-63, and Schwierskott, Revelutionaere
Nationalismms, p. 72.
628ohw1¢ukott, Revoluticnsere Nationalismms, p. 20,



CBAPIER IV
MOELLER'S CHARACTER ARD TROUGHT
I, MNOELLER'S EARLY CHARACTER AND THOUGHT

In early 1920 Mosller, in & letter to oms of his readers, expressed
the hope that his early publicatiems would be sllowed te rests in
nnmniﬁy.l The exact reason for Mesllert's disavewal of ks early
works on art and architecture is wnoertain, On the whole, they display
& remarkable contirmity of thought with his later, political writings.
Nevertheless, there remain at least several importent differences
between the two, and these differences indicate a shift in the cutlook
and valuss of lMosller as he aged.

Young loeller was isoclated not only from his famlily and society
mt from an object of devotion and from a comprehensive frame of
orientation as well, This is the reason that Nietssche appealed so
mach to him. Both, in & sense, were cutsiders of ideology and society.
Although Moeller had natiomalistic and mystis tendencies evem in his
Youth, his skepticism, his hatred for Wilhelmian socisty, snd his pre-
occoupation vith art and literature left him little opportunmity for
political mythebwilding, Unlike ks later writings, Mosller's Moderne
Literatur, for example, contains only occasionmal flights into mysticisa,

]‘Lcttu' of February 15, 1920, to Frisdrich Schweiss, cited in
Sehwierskott, Revelutionaere Naticonalismus, p. 21.
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On an evangelical note, Moeller later related of his early years:
*As a modern man, I too was used to drifting in doudbt, just as our
youth today drifts, and, becauss of all this relstivism, camnot gain
aﬁnmpenlifo."a

II, MOELLER'S ROOTRDNESS IN COSMOS AND VOLK

A carual observer of Meeller's early life might conclude that
Noeller was an individualistic dissemter, It was true that Moeller
rebelled from his school, from his psremts, fDrom s society, from the
ties of his first marriage, and from sverything French and Weatern.

Yet this rebellion was not from suthority. Because he had a wesk sense
of individual identity, Noeller craved mathority, and his redelliion
may be characterized as a rebellion from that which had too little
amthority, for what kosller desired was an object of devotion that wmld

represent meral nthcity.’

In the end, only the total devotion to
mystique could help him overcome his feeling of uprootedness and
anxiety. The rigid and disciplined school, his bitter and pessimistic
father, the materialistic and bourgeois German society, s monarchy

which lacked s stromg ideology, and, abeve all, French individualism

2 otter to Ludwig Scheman of Jamary 22, 1508, cited in Stern,
Polit:tel, Pe 203.

3The influemce of Schopenhsuer may be seen in liveller's rejsotion
of the existing muthority. Cf. Will Durant, The 3 of Philos '
The Lives and Opinions of the OUrsater Philoscphers (New ' ’
Poe m.
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all lacked marsl anthority and purpose stromg enough to commsand
Mosller's respect,

Nosllerts sarly rebellion frem the "aubhorities" laft him more
hopelessly isolated than ever, The Redght of this isclation ocowred
in his early Paris years when he was separated frem Germsn oulture as
well as from his first wife. This unbesrable isclatien wus an ideal
pay chological climate, camparable to Luther's timnderstorm, for the
scoeptance of a new fuith which wewld deasnd tetal devetion,

koeller's deltsnschauung is marked by a distimet lack of clarity,
He used a multiplioity of terms to describe slight variatioms of the
same thing, snd commenly the very same thing., Jets, Bwigkeit, lLeben,
Natur, snd Urspruenglichkeit belong to those terms which can be Jdenoted
collectively as the W.h Although ioeller did use the coamcept of
God, it would be misieading to describe his theught im Judso-Christian
teras. In his later works Mosller very seldom referred to Gott.
Furthermore, even in his early works, licelleris use of the congsept
of God i» vague and mystical, and he makes mo distinction between
God and, for exasple, Natur or Leben., loeller's Ood, in short, has
little resenmblance to the Clristian God,

%“ m Pe 38.
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all lacked moral amthority and purpose atrong enough to command
Mosller's respect.

Mosllert's sarly rebellion frem the "suthorities® left him more
hopelessly isolated than ever., The height of this iselation ocowrred
in his early Paris years waen he was separated frem Germsn osulture as
well as from his first wife, This unbesrable iselatien wus an ideal
peychological climate, comparable to Luther's thmnderstors, fer the
soceptance of a new faith which would deasnd Setal deveiien,

Koeller's Weltsnschavung is marked by s distimet lack of clarity,
He used a multipliocity of terms to describe slight variatiens of the
same thing, snd cammenly the very ssme thing, Oet%, Bwigkeit, lLeben,
Natur, and Urspruenglichieit belong t0 those terms which can be denoted
collectively as the eum.h Although losller did uwse the cawept of
God, it would be misleading to describe his theught in Judso-Christian
terms. In his later woris Moeller very seldom referred to Gott.
Furthermore, even in his early works, Moslleris use of the concept
of Qod is vague and systical, and be maies Do distinction bstween
God and, for exasple, Natur or Leben, licellser's God, in short, has
little resemblance to the Clxistian God,

h3ee saprs, p. 36.



In view of lMosller's desire for suthority, it is not surprising
that his cosmos was an expression of unity and entirety. He saw the
fate of the entire world to be detersined bty cosmiec forces, It was
his conviction that man could never discover the axast mature of the
cosmos, far it poasessed & will of its own., Altheugh man bad to trust
in its wltimate Jnutice,s he comld perceive the warkings of the cossos
in the world, and, in light of the knowledge gained, form principles
in harmony with the cosmas, EKonservatismus was, $o Moeller, a recog-
nition

that there are things in the world whish are immitable;

buman, spiritual, sexual, ecenomic facters. The great

facts of buman life ars love, hate, hunger, need, daring,

enterprise, discovery, strife, competition, smbition and

the lust for power, zbon 2l) emphesarsl phenomens reigns

etarnal immutability.

Only by recognising these "fasts of hmman life* and by acting according
to the principles implicit in them cenld man develop fully his owm
chrwm.7 Only when man looked behind the times and sawv eternity
could he truly become eruun.e

One of the prinmeiples of the cosmos was Raum, the geographical

situation in which man lived. Although Mosller was never very explicit

sArthr ioeller ven den m, «Die versasumte Sobuldfrage,"
Gewissen, (August 11, 1924), cited in Koedel, loeller, pp. 55-56.

Stnird Empire, p. 195.
Tibid., p. 196.

3D1a Deutschen, III, 226,
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on this, a8 well a3 on many other points of his philesophy, he 4id
believe that the Raum determined the characteristics of its inhabitants.
In Die italienische Schoenheit, for example, Koeller compared the
various aspects of Italian geography with Italy's art and style of
li.fe.9 Within any one Raum lived a Volk, a term whioh koeller indis-
criminately interchenged vith Xation. The concept of Volk was Moeller's
most besic and most important article of £aith.)® Although Neeller
again failed to make adequate definitiocns, his use of the VYolk comcept
corresponded to the use of the cemeept Ly other komservativ ccsmic
thinkers,} The Volk wes tims a mysticel entity snd did mot mecessarily
correspond to the state,

iigeller made clear the positien of the ¥olk in the etermal order,
At the head of his work Dis Deutschen, one sentence stands by itselfs
+Ein Volk 18t ein ¥ittel su den Zvecken Goites auf Zrden,”’? The Velk

Fanick, 1913, pp. 3=5.

10loeller d1d not believe in biological racism., His concept of the

Mdﬂmt‘lmlittl.mlthntMMtw the faith in the
koeller ven dem Bruck, slassenanscheuung,” Der T

tlmlt 9 1903), reprinted in Artkur Moeller van dem Bruck, Das ﬁt
der jungen Voelker, ed, Hans 3chwars Berlim, 1932 , pp. 193-
such, race refered to the feeling of unified cnltnral consciousness Ly
a Volk, Reinhsord Adam, one of soeller's hational Socialist biographers,
mmthtvmthtkuncwmmwmwamm, for the
sake of clarity, to have avoided tho topic of race altogether (ioeller
van den Brusk, p. 25).

Hsee suxa, pp. 39-40.

12np volk 18 & tool far Earrring st} God's purpose om earth,"
My tre.nslaﬂm.
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wa8, like the Cturch in Catholicism, the earthly manifestation of the
tternal 4ill., While the fate of the Volk lay unkmown in the cosmos,
man's duty was clear: he must express his oneness with the cosmoe ly
uniting himself with the Volk,'> Different Yoelker bad different
vaiues, but man must follow those values of his own Volk. The Volk
was the creatar of values, which served as absolutes in the midst of
1,

hunan need, uncertainty, and powerlessncsa, Diversity smong nations
within the unity of the cosmos wes just another "fact of human life.”

doeller himself was awsre of the paychologloal sppeal of his new
faith, He vrote that modern man needed a belief in eternal verities.
Cnly that which was all-encampessing, absolute, and eternal could
compand suthority., On the other hand, modern men also needed a concrete
besis for bis faith,’>  The Volk provided this concreteness for
¥oeller and many Germans., The long traditien, and the consequent
scceptance, of the Volk comcept lemt to this mysticel entity a gertain
sense of osjectivity., Georg lukics has termed this illusion the
J'seudoobjektivitaet des Mythﬂ.“u

13pie Deutschen V, 191; VII, 29192,
Arumr #geller van dem Brusk, ,Nietssches seitliche Wiederkunft,"

mmzu %«u&m %&.‘H (roll'my 19, 1919, morning ed.),

r ven den Bruck, Jer politische iensch, ed.
ochars (Breslam, 1933), pp. 100-0R,
Eutw liceller van den Bruck, 4Das hereische Vorsplel," Uevissen

(January 28, 1924), reprinted in koeller van den Bruck, Folitisc
Yensch, pp. 129.

BLuiios, Zerstoerung, pp. 326-27.
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I1l. «CHELER'S LO33 OF INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY

The relationship of the individual to the cosmos is an expression
of Noeller's personal situation., Having earlier rejected his family
and social enviromment, liceller was never abls to rejest the self-
hatred whick this enviroment had engendexred within himself., The hope
which kiveller held for the Germsn Volk was certainly different from
the total resignation of Schepenhauer, Yet, aside from this obvious
difference, the essence of Noeller's Weltsnschauung was very similar
to that of his father's favorite philosopher. Schopenhsuer, like
Noeller, believed in the evilness and powerlessness of man &nd ia an
Ultimate Wisdom, a Worldewill which man had to follow,>! The werks
of Schopenbauer furthermore, like those of his namesake loeller,
revealed that "our desires are the axioms of our philosophiea, . . .'16

ioeller's belief in the powerlesaness of man and in man's intrinsic
lack of worth wes, then, based on his own personal feelings of power-
lessness and lack of worth, Mdoeller made a philosophical justification
for his own personal anxiety. He claimed that the liberal deceived
himself by thinking that man was the maker of his own world, The

1T, Derent, Story of hilosephy, p. 34O.

lalbid., Pe 350, referring to Schopenhasuer, For a discussion
of the obJective and irrationsl nature of Moellers thought, ses
sec, IV of thia chapter.




64

moment always came when the individusl had to face his own helplessness,’’
A basic temet of the Komservatiys Moeller illuminated, was a belief
in catastrophs, in the powerlessness of man to avert it,
in the inevitability of the march of fate and in the terrible
disillusionment which awaits the over-crednlous, KHe
believes only in the power of grace and of election granted
to the individual, in the aign of which men end matioms

mdegch-matahnditommutounmm
will,

Moeller called Nietzsche's iarathmstiras a produst of wishful thinking,

néin grosses wesenloses Symbol, ein + o » pmmun

Hs also ariticised
the literature of the weimar perioed as being merely a platfora for
Ic:geaa‘fne‘nl.""2

doeller's deprecation and degradation of individual identity led
to his acceptence of a secondary identity. Through identifying with
the Volk, he attempted to overcame his feelings of helplessness by
partaking of a power greater than hiueli.23 Moeller wrote that sthe

greatness of a man is: to be sometbing more then his sere nlt.“zh

19prthur woeller van den Bruck, »An Liberalismus gehen die Voelker
sugrunde,” Die Neue Front, eds. Arthur liceller van den Bruck, Heimrich
von Gleichen, iax Hildebert Soelm (Berlin, 1922), p. 34; doeller van den
Bruck, Third Bapire, p. 113.

20mird Impire, p. 237.

21lp1e Moderne Literstar, I, Sl.

22 vorspiel," p. 135.

2310 ripen a person for self-sacrifice he must bs stripped of his
individual identity and distinctnees. . . « The wost drastic way to achieve
this end is by the complete assimilation of the individusl into a collective
body" (Hoffer, True Believer, p. 60).

2l ra Empire, p. 257.
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an by himself was incomplste, tut he could have a part in a perfection
higher than himself, Neither could man, MWy kinself, be creative, Omly
by submission to the cosmos and Volk could he carry on the work of the
creator.?’ Only when the individual was conseiens of his ties to the
!g_lk_mdo:his«pﬂmmihhﬂhuﬂhﬂn,“usub
understand the reason for his ovn existemse. Mesller reslised the
religicus nature of the relatienship of the individual te the Volk.
He sald thet those who gave wp false dectrines and retwrned to Natwr
and Vaterland wers “redesmed” (!1_0&)."

If the loss of uniqusness Wreubled the individual, he had only
to realise that ke was working for the good of generations to come and
thms vas a part of the eternal order, Moeller summarily explained:
"We live in order te bequeath.”?® The Womservative believed that the
aim of life is not fulfilled in the lifetine of ome man, but, rather,
the Kouservatiyc "sees the individual perish while the Whole comtimmes;
series of gemerations emplayed in the traditional service of a single
thought; nations busy in the building ef their histery,"?’

zsfhil‘d m.' Pe 196,
“lunc'- first and best volume of Die Deutschen concerned

Verirrte Deutsche, those Germans whe were uRable to bDe successful
=T} ved at & time in which their Volk was weak., S3See

especially Die Demtschen, I, 13, .

2T\rtimr Nosller van den Bruck, =Der Sosialismas snd der (rense und
die Grense des Sosialisms," Gevissen (May 26, 1920), reprinted in,

Sosialismus and Aussenpolitik, ed. Hans Schwars (Breslan, 1933), p. 39.

28nird Bwpirse, p. 201,
291dd., p. 200,
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The deprecation of the presant is one of the charasteristics of the
“true bellonr."” liceller's mystical emphssis om eternity was one of
the ways in which he demonstrated this charscteristic. He olaimed that
Wilhelnian Germany's wistske wes that it had lived only in the present
and had had no goals, He hoped that tdw young geseration wowld learn
to orient 1tself to the future,’’ and declared that the "whole errar"
of socialism was the ilarxian concept that "mem set themselves only swoch
tasks ss they can fulfill.* Meeller thought it was the nature of man
to set himself only such tasks as he conld mot fulfill, fer man was
inspired ty future hope.3? In the chaotic situatiom of the postevar
period, such = philesophy must have had considerable appeal, for, as
Hoeller hMimself pointed cut, Germeny had little in the present to be
proud of and possessed "nothing but possibilities, distant and diffioult
of attainment.*33

Hoaller's secondary identification gave him neurotic pride. YThis
was not pride in persenal matters or in individual accomplishaents but
rather im atiribates which he arrogated to himself largely im his
mmﬁu.’k As a German, lceller had a share in the stremgth of his

30gotter, True Believer, pp. 66=73.

Rprtimr Moeller van den Bruck, .Die drei Generationen," Der Spiegel
(December 1, 1519), reprinted in Mosller van den Bruck, Politische
Mensch, p. ‘0—&1

214 Empire, p. 39
1bid., p. 18, ¥.

aﬂ‘xaron Horney has designated this as a newrotic symptom in Neurosis,
PPe F=F0,
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Volk, His loss of individual identity meant that he came more and aore
to rely on this assacliation., Since Germany was weak during the poste
war years, lioeller took the task upen himself to lead his Volk back to

8 position ¢f powsr and glory. It was in these years that Xoeller
coaxed, exhorted, and threatened Germans to join him im submitiing to
the cosmos. When it Lecame evident that Noeller's cell would not be
heeded, and when the participants im the Komservative Revelstion gradu-
ally started to drift inte varicus pelitical parties, thus cemmitting
treason to the Volk, Hmilnrmhttnhnniﬁthutm.”

IV, MOELLER'SC AUTHORITATIAN CHARAC TER--SADISM

In solving his need for relatedness, his relation to institutions,
groups, and individugls, iiceller was basically sadistic; however,

”Sha'tl; after Germany's defeat, loeller thought that the dissoclue

tion of the partg~system was at band and that a new revolution would
soon snable (ermeny to reestablish her former position of power (.Der
Aussenseiter," Der Tag, Jamary 15, 1919, reprinted in Noeller van den
Bruck, Pelitise ch, pPpe. 58=69). Three yeers later, his optimism
mo&mm. s then lamented: "Something has gone
wrong with everything; and vhen we put owr hand to anything to set it
straight, it Wreaks to pieces in cur fingers. . . . The vhole nation
l14es under an evil spell, . . ." ire, p. 22). Karen Horney
bas poimted eut that those suffering frem newrotic pride experience

a declining sense of self-responsibility and that their hopelssanses
is ofteam conducive to suicide (Neurosis, pp. 180-38),
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elemonts of withirawal, as seen in his relationship to bis first wife,X°
and masochism, as will be shown below, ware also present, Subservience
to the cosmos served to increase his selfehstrred, tut it also gave hin
the illusion that he possessed truth, His idealised self-image (his
secondary idmtification), that he was the prophet ordained to point his
people to the Way, could only be maintained by scnstant acts of self-

b1

righteous assertion. In addition, by expressing his intellectusl,

charismatic mastery snd supsriority over all temperal, scoisl, snd
political phenomens, he overcame his sense of isclation through initellec-
tual dominaticn, Thus, sadims provided a solution, if not a productive
ons, for both iiceller's need for identification and his need for
relatednesa,

In one of kis more honest moments, Moeller elucidated the imner
necessity of the person possessed by the DyMG to have 2 Devil:

From &y early years on, I have become used to struggle,

struggle for being {ums Daseln] , struggle for convictions,

struggle for immer development, UStruggle, conflict, contrarie

ness belongs to the nature of Jermans, Ay books have risen
from a mood of conflict., They contain this same sentiment,

mtummumummu,mwh.nw .38

3jedda Eulenmberg spesks of the nKaslte und arktischen Kargheit" of

her life with Moeller (Hedda Eulenberg, Im Doppelglueck von Kunst und
Labﬂn’ M'“ﬂ'f’ 19’487, Pe 7).

37In an article on Nietssche, Moeller declared that the German Volk
had to heed those who warned it if 1t were to aveid destrwotion, Meeller
npgia;d that he, like Kietsasche, was such a Werner ( Nietssohss Wiederkunft,"
P. L

38Die Deutschen, II, 325. My italios and translatiom,
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A8 high medistor between the cosmes and the German people,
lioeller passed judgment upon many an opposing ideology and many an
unfortunate individual. The punishment was the written word, which
seemed to force itself from Moeller's scornful lips with satanical
virulence directing itself like a dagger to the body of the oppment.”
To Moeller: most Soclal Democrats were "simpls minded"; Heinrich .ann
was one of the "intelleotual blockheads of the revelutien"; Karl Keutsky
"succeeded in writing books distinguished by a complete absence of
thought”; Kerl Marx wes "a Jew, a stranger in Bwrepe who neverthsloss
dared to meddle in the affairs of European peoples” and fa Judas who
would fain make good his treschery to his m.nw In all karx's
writings there was "not ons word of love for ln."u

Although the psychologioal impetus bekind such attacks lay largely
in his contempt for those he considered weak, he was able to rationalise
this contempt by charging his opponents with being unpatriotic, an
allegation which also served to masintain Moeller's idealistic image of
himself as protector of Cermany. One of loeller's most violsnt personal
attacks was against Mathias Erzberger, sa advocate of & fareign policy

39pdam, Moeller ven den Bruck, p. 16.

%’d E’J‘.. PB. 2'4.25’ 59.

bl7pid,, p. k3. His statewents en Msrx here and in other places
indicate that Moeller, like most, prebably had not read larx's early
philesohhical works.
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of "fulfillment.” Jith typical hyperbole, doeller claimed the Centrist
Leader had given away (Jermany's fleet. Tamorrow he would probably do
the same with Germany itself, Lloeller detected, from Ersberger's
countenance, the incapabllity to experience emotions and a nmalve
optimism, Ersberger‘'s smile was the smile of s natiom which still
did not realize that it had been tricked by its snemies, is long a»
he remsined the voice for Germany, the Gerwen Veik deserved its fate. 2
doeller was only slightly less harsh in his polemies againet
fellow Konservativen, MHis controversies with Meimrich Gleishem and
Richard Ushmsl have already besn mmtioned, After the “elders® of
cemservatism, e.g., Thomss e, Friedrich Neumemm, Friedrich

Meinecke, Welther Rathensu, and Ernest Troeltsch had rejected the
Lonservative Revelution, doeller dranded them “ratiomalists and
pacinlu."hs
siosllar aiso applied the sriteria of patriotism to histarieal
figures and tims found flaws in personages who otherwise gualified to
be fellow=prophets. Sismsrck was, in general, a German hero; neverthe=-
less, he did not inject emough Ueist inte his politics., He shouid

have made the war with France in 1870=71 a war of liberatien for

hz,,i)r-t Generationen,” pp. 33=34. Attacks by the Right such as
these were an impartant factor in the sssassination of Ersberger in
1922 at the hands of a young German mationalist.

L3pas dariste Reich (Berlin, 1923), p. 7, cited in Klemperer,
New Comservatism, p. 1i5.
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A:Lze;eu:e-an'.\crra.ine:.h‘h simileriy, iiletzsche was coarrect in denouncing the
German preoccupation with idealism, but he was wrong in dencuncing all

ideals, which vere necessary to relieve human mcrtainty.hs

doeller
could never quite understand that Nietssche was not a German nationealist,
and he constantly made excuses for Hietssche's apparent lack of concern
for the motherland,

_doeller claimed that kietzsche had actually only criticized
wilhelmian society, not the German Velk uulf.hs The wish vas tha
father of the thought, since licelier had no desire to return to the

fin de siecle and castigated those reactionaries who wanted to restore

the monarchy and pre-war society. Unlike the resctionary, the Konser-
vative should want to retein nothing of the hedeniatic, superficial
atmosphere of the previous generation, itoellier recounted:

wWhat a set of men we had became in those last generations
before our collapsel Stiff, fossilised men lasking all
resilience; over-disciplined, entangled in red tape,

all adaptability lost! what an age it was, that of Willism
II1; mechanized, burssucrateridden and yet boastful; poor

for all its wealth, ugly fer all its display; an age doomed
to shipwreck, doomed to see the day that swepi away all '
its successes.i7

U4 Drei Genmerationen," pp. 26-27.

b5 Nietssohes Wiederiunft," pp. 101-02.

Y1bad., p. 204,

Wl mird E%e: P. 21, See alse ,Drei Generationen," p, 32,

woeller exp. 's defoat 1n terms of the two conceptas,
Vaterland and iatterland. The former was the political and militery




Moeller's tendency to deprecate the present expressed itself in
his violsnt attacks against the Weimar Republic and against the philosophy
behind constitutional governmemnt, Moeller condemned democracy as the
protective ccleration for everything aw.“ He Durther damn.ed
demoeracy because it promoted an individualiss im which the Valk
became mesningless,'® Mosller concomitently disliked the necessity
for a democracy to cusproaise, Ponuoiamutummam
possible, but of the necessary.\? Besides, the emtire ides of democracy
was foolish, since the individwual through the mere mechanical ast of
casting a vote deprived himself of pelitical imflmence until the next
elections.>0 With such srgumente Moeller derided that which he considered
to be a Western political import,

basis of the V whiles the latter was its spiritusl basis, wWillism II
had neglected Matterland so that an alignation of the souls of Germans
from the cosmos and a corresponding coldness in German life, had resulted.
(Arthar Noeller van den Bruck, »Vaterland und Butterland," Die Grenaboten,
January 21, 1920, reprinted in Moeller ven dem Bruck, 8 )
Auss tik, h3-L9 &‘m). The Kaiser also had pursued a course

r SR had separated the aray, which Moeller always
had sdwired, from politicel decision-making. By sush political dblunders,
he had weskened the Vaterland, (.Drei Gensrationen," p. 30.)

4T, Der Mangel an iasmmern," Gewissen (lisy 30, 1920), reprinted in.
Mosller van dem Bruck, Politische Memsch, p. B3,

b8,verspiel,” p. 135; nDer Auftruch nech Osten," Der Tag (April 3,
1918), reprinted in Mosller van dem Bruck, Pelitische mﬁ, Pe 15k,

k9 Unsere Entscheidung,* Oevissen (Febwuary 25, 1920), reprinted
in Hoeller van den Bruck, Sesialismus und Aussenpolitik, pp. 102-03.

501b4d., p. 129,
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Jiosller's most damaging onset agaimst the parties of both the Laft
and the Right wvas comtained in Das dritte Reich. Underlying this attack
was liceller's oppesition to the entire party system of govermmesmt,
This, he claimed, had "reduced the momarchy to being the mere plaything
of political pcuu."sl The parties ware responsibls for the oppressive
peace of Versailles as well as almost everything which bad gone afoul
since the founding of the Reich in 1871,5% Aside from this, Moeller
ssw the parties as obstructions between the individual and the Velk,
since an individual's loyalty to the party could conflict with his
leyalty to the Volk, Only whem parties were eliminated could Germans
achieve unity.S3

,An Liberalimms," wrote Mesller, ngehan die Voolker :zugrunde,'Sh
The use of the ward am indicates that Moeller attempted to partray
liberalima as a disease infecling the Volk. The liberal began from a
false premise hy assuming the matural goodness of mmn, Nosller contended.
Therefore, the liberal had the naive belief that man could live as an
individual isolated from the comunity of the Volk. He did not share
in the traditions, values, and ambiticns of the natien.55 koeller

Sltmrd Bepire, p. 129,

52,Dje Ideen der Jungen in der Politik," Der ?—ﬁ (July 26, 1919),
reprinted in Meeller van den Bruck, Politische eh, pp. 1l8«19,

53}_9}1., nhussenseiter,” p. 5.
5L,sn Liberalissas sugrunde,® p. 13, -

Stuird Beptre, pp. 90, 113,
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concluded that, "the principle of liberalisa is to have no fixed principle
and to contend that this is in itself a prineiple,5é

Az intimated above in this section, Meeller kranded Marxism, like
nost ideologies opposing his own, with the stigma of baving comitied
treason to the Volk. He said of the Leftist youth that they were too
ocoupled with intellectualism to have feelings, that the famaticism of
their devotion to ideclogy supplanted what they lecked in their relation-
ship to Natur and to the Yolk.! By using an argement wkich was ouricusly
similar to Ranke's Primat der Awssempelitik, Moeller eriticised the
Marxist idea that the exploitation of naticons would end enly when the
exploitation of one individual by another ended. Moeller thought the
Trath vas exactly the oppesite; axpleitation of imdividuals would end
only after the exploitation of nations had ended., From his position
as Vﬂhmht. locsller likewise assailed ths entire idea of cilass
socialism and favored, in its place, s Voelkersosislismus which would

more clossly approximate the cosmic m.58 Thms Moeller attempted to
discredit socialism for not offering a true senss of community and,
therefore, for not being socialistic enough,>?

56tuire mpire, p. 18.

5TuIdeen der Jungen,” p. 122.

58 ,30s1alistische Aussenpolisik,” Gewissen (February 11, 1920),
reprinted in loeller van den Bruck, 8@ und Aussempolitik, p. 81.

59Third Bepire, p. 150.
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Another of liceller's criticiems of Marxism arose from his confusion
of Marx's philesophical materialisa with materisliss as an explanation
of uman volition, Moeller opined that Menx

based his calculation on their [man's] commen bmman nature

and their allstooshuman greed, He made kis appeal, not

to their strength but to their weskness, and gave mo thought

to the "loss of their soul.” . » « hgwm,

sensually, to men's econeweic interest.

Moeller was, thereby, able to pose as the wpholder of everything buman
88 well as the true woice of the German matiom, In his attacks on the
materialism and greed in modern capitalistic seclety,8d iosller was very
much in sgreement with Marx. But his hatred of the intermationslism of
Karxism led him to a crude rationalisation which enkbled him to reject
all dsrxian dogma,

Hoeller's views on internationalism are most likely clear from the
preceeding material. liveller's identification with the Volk was 8o stromg

that he termed ths German welt.bneqor'l love for all mankind and for all

nations a type of self-hate directed egainst Germany.52 In more paranoisc
maments, Mosller ecuated internationslism with a oonspiracy of the old

nations, wvhe were attempting to preserve their declining power by
converting their self-interest inte cosmopolitan ideals with which they

6%.!‘! m', PPe L2e43,
61, sussenseiter," p. 70.

&uVmpiil," Pe 1350
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could dups the young nations into pscifism. lveller scoffed at such
ideals, The Italians, French, and Poles had rebbed (ermany under the
banner of "idall."é’ doeller's scorn fell even mers hsavily wpon
those Germans who allowed themselves to be duped by such tricksry, He
assailed members of the German Left and Center who thought that a just
pesce would result froa self-denial,S! Cosbiming persemsl atsack witn
chauvinism, koeller stermed:

The Cerman pationalist wants to preserve Geraan mation-

hood; not to exchange it fer the "supermational culture*

of a Fr, w. Foerster«-in whom the hpstardisstion of German

idealisn: reached its gemith, , . .

Moeller's attack on sosialiste and internationslists contimued
in his reaction to Oermany's defeat in World War I, Om the ome hand,
toeller was one of the strongest proponents of the "stabeinmihe-back"
thesis, He claimed that the libersl Freemasons had conspired against
ermany during the entire war.56 Thess, aided by the internstional
sooielists, who had been tricked by foreigners, brought about Germany's

acceptance of an unnecessary peace without mtwy.67 Moeller wrote

63, 7aterland und Mutterland," p, 4S; nDas Ende der Irrendente,®
Gewissen (April 10, 1919), reprinted in loeller ven den Eruck,
533::&-‘ und Aussenpolitik, p. 27,

6L Deuteche Gremspolitik," Die Grensboten (May 19, 1520), re=
printed in Nosllsr van dem Bruck, Sesialismus und Aussenpolitik, p. 66,

tuird mapire, p. 2ll.

66uan Liberalismus sugrunde,” pp. 13-1),

67uPrmsentmn," Pe 16,
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that Germany "had been decayed by the lure of international ideals into
& ievolution to which alone the Ten [the Allies, who owtmmbered Uermans
ten to ong] owed their final triwmph."® lceller ridiculed the Berlin
govermment for contimuing to be decsived by such false ideals, Hs
sarcastically wrote that the Barliin press releases were like & broken
record repeating the same tired phrass, "'Ihe imterests of workers

in all countries are the ssme~~worikers ia all countries the same~~gll
countriea the same!."5?

A contradictery reaction %o the sane situatien was ilssller's
belief that the defeat was a much nesded lessom for the German Volk,
which had previously "rested on its cars® after baving achisved
political unificstion in 187270 Moeller saw the rise of a mew Germany
whioh would awake from its slumber s unified natiom and which would
throw off the schackles imposed by Versailles.’> ITwo sush opposite
intarpretations of defeat are clear from the standpoint of Moellsr's
character, Both interpretations were vindigtive in nature and served
to accuse kceller's ideologicel opponents and foreign ensmies, while

“m’d wg.’ Ps JhO
69, 0rense des Sostalismms,” p, 36. My translatiom.

"Omird maptre, p. 20.
Td.Vateriand und Mctterland," p. 59,
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at the same time, they excused the German Volk from the enigma of having
been week, The second interpretation wvas also necessary because it
grovided Germany, and thus Moeller, with hope for the fature,'?

While both of the above interpretstions exomerated Germans from
having been wesk, these interpretations did sccuse Germaus of having
been stupid and lazy. In his sttitude towards the German masses
Yoeller was similar to the harah perent who, because of perscnal falilure,
constantly belittles and disparages his child in order to maintain
domination over him, koeller thrived upon the sense of failure which
many Germans experienced in the postewar years as the result of the lost
national cause, The comparison between what Germany had been yesterday
anduhatitmmudoitdcpl&lhholnrhmmm{lmhad
falled. The guilt of Germens was their lack of faith im themselves,.
Their guilt was not in having fought the war, tut in having loet i.t..,3
Even in defeat, lLosller lamented, the Germans had not learnmed their

nw interpretation disagrees with that of Klemans von Klsmperer,
Klemperer dismissed the two contradictory resctions merely as "symptoms
of s generaslly confused situation.” (New Conservatisa, p. 77). If this
were 80 it wauld be difficult to unders would have
included both sxplanations of defeat in Das dritte ileich.

73 Die Ruckicehr wa Friedrioh,* Rough draft from kiceller's literary
remains (1922), reprinted in Moeller van den Bruock, Der politischs
Mensch, p. 109=10,
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lssson, mmmtimmwmmot:dumommm
guilty of1"™% PFestering with sarcass sgainst the German masses,
Noeller answered the question posed by the title of his article
n3ind Kommunisten Deutsche?": of course Comunists wvers Gersans; their
political stupidity proved 1t47>

While Moeller despised Cermans, he loved Oersany, By wsing this
sams Platonic dichotamy betwesn the ideal and the real, Moeller thought
he was abls to discover the underlying naturs of Germany's enemies, the
old nations of the West. This nmature sonsisted of materialism, egoism,
and a democracy which excluded She love of cme's Volk. The Western
economic syntems comstituted mass robbery im that they allowed the use
of man by his fellow countryman, The West wvas lifeless and, having
lost all ties to the Volk, steod for mechanisation and techmology with-
cut & mman purpose.’® It vas true thet England and France had made
attempts to revive mationsliss during the war, but thess attempts were
never smccessful in premoting true love of mation and were doomed to
mm-."

T ire, p. 116.
TSewissen, 111 (June 27, 1521), 26, cited in Stern, Politics, p. 241,
76'M m‘ Olm," ppo 15.

TTuDie Abkelr vom Westen,” Der T (Octobu- 6, 1916), reprinted in
Mosller van dem Bruck, Politische d\n
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Materizlisa was the main characteristic of the English, liceller
claimed the English viewed the entire world as potential booty.78
An attitude of "every man for himself* pervaded Emglish life so that
freedom to the Britisher mesnt only the freedem 4o make money.7d Tnis
sconomic hedonisn reflected itself in every aspect of English life,
It explained the stiff, reserved, and passive charaster of the English
as well as the lack of good English poeta, Poetry comtained teo much
soul for the English to sppresiste,’0

Koeller hated France in particslar, for to him Francs represented
the essence of the West. Ne wrote of the Froneh:

As a mation they are the incarmation of the pettiest lust

for possession, but they needed to clothe it with fairer

words, For a while "virtue" nmuglm, bt finally .

they decided in favour of "liberty.Y
Another aspest of the Freneh obsession with worldliness was, unlike
the inglish trait of practicality, the French love for the esthetic,

The Frenmch lived comstantly in a dreamn world of poetic visioms, of

18, preussentun und Sosialismus," Gewissen (Jaxmuary 7, 1920),
ropa;sinm in Moeller van den Bruck, 3osialisums und Aussenpolitik,
Pe .

T9Ibid.; nAbkehr vom Westen,” p. 1h8.

3°a7u'npiol,' Pe 130; wDer Auslandsdentsche," Grensbotem (April 28,
1920), reprinted in Meeller van den Eruck, Politische Mensch, p. 0.

Slemrd mapire, p. 102,
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revanghe, Joan of Arc, and the Miracle of the Marne.32 Indeed, the
French needed miracles, for they were incapable of warking.83 In his
work depicting the banality of the Fremch stage, Moeller concluded
that all of French history was, indeed, really mething more than a
large tnéitre francais, Bl For the rasislly degraded and wesk French
and the other ,Portugiesent of the West, the fatherland meant little
more than a status syabol.55 Using recisl sysbelism sgain, Mosller
called France "negrified"5é and olaimed that the Fremeh had ignered
the far superier art snd literature of the Germams, If they weuld
take notice of German artistic acoomplisimenta, the Fremsh wmld soom
realise the inferiarity of their ovn meager effarts,’?

#oealler rejested arthodox Christianity alomg wvith the rest of
Western culiure, He slaimed the early Roman missioparies to Germany
had corrupted the pure German (Jeist. The cosmos had endowed the early
Germans with a wonderful natuwral faculty for understanding. What
benefit to tham was Christianity, a religion which had only "the
soul of a pigean?"®® In addition to his objections to the other-

82»\'&:9101," Pe 133,

83.auslandsdeutache," p. 0.

Slimgtre Pravcais, p. S.

85mird Rmpire, p. 198; nAuslandsdeutschs,” p, 60,
86mird mmpire, p. 198,

*Thistre Prancets, ». 3.

. 8814 Dentschen, II, 9. My translation.



worldliness of Christianity, Moeller preceived the church to be an
obstruction to the development of the mman soul, since the church
meddled in the individual's relation te the nation. What was needed,
Moeller wrote, were Christian GCermans to taske the plase of Guman
Christiens 59 |

Moeller's personal sadism and his identification with the German
Volk afforded him the hope of a vicarious triumph over the Weat through
the medium of his own naticn, Kosller's smtheriterian charaster expredsed
i1tself in the open advocacy of Oerman aggression againat her cuemies,
Mosller urged Germans not to smcrifice thedr "doepest imetinets:: the
urge to dare, to undertake, to conquer.*’0 Ia spite of his aversion
to Christianiyy, Kosller saw the Thirty Years' war as ove of the high
points of German histary., Its tragedy anxd destruction were more than
offset by its success in preventing the spread of Hemanization and
universalism within Germany.9 Despite this rationalisation, ioeller
seemad to be fascinated by the bloodshed of war iteself. This fascination
had takem the form of neurotic fear when Moeller himself had faced
induction into the military service, In the postewar years,:ldoeller's
militent posture in matters of foreign policy in part was due to his

%1 Deutschen, v, 151; VIII, 291-292.

90Third Empire, p. 69.
91pie Deutschen VIII, 132,
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attenpt to builld up a self-image af strength to cover over what he
feared was his former dimplay of impotence in the army.’2 From this
viewpoint, it becomes understandable vwhy Moeller declared the Japanese
theater' was muperior to the French theater preeisely because the former
concerned itself with patriotic end warlike feelings and satisfied the
imtinct for ,Blut und Greuel.”’> koeller was very mich describing
his own neurotic imstinct.,

¥oeller even offered guidelines for Germeny's future victories,
First, Germany should form a bloc with Awstria, The Reish thus formed,
under German leadership of course, would begin a border struggle with
her neighbore, har goal being the inclusion of sll German land and
9 Germany would regaia a border which extended from kemel
on the 3altic southwards through what was then Poland, Bohemia, and

peoples,

Carinthia, and which inoluded the Tyrol and Aluco-Lmaim.’s Koeller
openly varned Germany's enemies that Germans would never let matters
remain as they were; Germany weuld coastantly threaten the West with a

ﬁﬁoallur's feelings af impotense and fear were subcansciocus reactions.,
Consciously, Mosller was always very much a "patriet.” He had voluntarily
retarned to Germany in 1907 to enter the arxy and was dismissed only
against his own will (Fechter, sleben ioellers,” pp, l8«19).

93mmeiire Frangais, p. 6.
W.Grmpoliuk,' PP« TO=T1,

%Lmo. Pp. TO=72,
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new world war, forr she had awaikened from her sluba'.% Although
Moeller thought Germany would certainly be victorious, his comsideration
of the unlikely possibility of another, more disastrous, German defeat
seathed with nihilism:

It i5 nowvhere written that a people has s right to life

eternal, For every people the hour at length strikes vhen

thay perish either by murder or Wy swicide, HNo mere

glorions end could be conceived for a grest pecple tha to

pcunmawerwuum.muummm

single country,

koeller developed a saries of ratiomalisatioms to justify his

militant views on foreign policy. Aggression wvas a part of the matural
order, he instructed. Good presupposed evil, and the Biblical Cain
and Abel represented an eternsl principle governing all worldly nﬂnrc.%
In one of his few exoursions into the field of anthrepology, Moellar
declared that primitive Voelker are gifted with a natural sense for
struggle. They realise thet the group mmet pit itself against all other
groupe who stand in it wey.%’

A variation of this theme lay in Hoeller's ooncern with the populae
tion problem which he termed the problem of Germany., Cermany's defeat

meant that those countries with declining populations had defeated the

9.1deen dar Jungen,” p, 125, Mosller's use here of “has awakened~
(hat_erwacht) indicates his early postewar optimisa, See supra, n. 35,
8 chapter.

9TThird Empire, p. 2h3.
”aldeen der Jungen," p, 23,
99 ,An Liberalissus sugrunde," p, 20,
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young peoples who had growing populatioms, Moeller ealled pre-war
Cerman izperialism, in spite of its lack of spirit, a valiant attempt
to solve this problem of Lebensraus.}90 Territerisl expansion was
to him the only answer te overpopulatian., He lestanred:

NeowMglthusisnism offers us counsel; to restrict our

birtherate. This is no hercie solution, Overpopulation

18 part of Nature's design. lNature muat selve the problem. %

Hoeller further rationalised aggression Ly claiming it was a

political necessity. The policy of encirclement of Germaxy by the
Allies had been the real camse of Warld War 1,102 koeller's bellef
that Germany's enomies were wvaiting for the correct momeat to attack
at times reached perancisc heights. He exclaimed: "Owr pelitical
situation is terrible to contemplate, . . « We have been encaged, and
the Allies strut wp and down outside our bers." %3 Typically Gersen,
Noeller hated, above all, the 7olss, who ware trying to "rob tegethert
(sussmmenreuben) & greater Poland in the hour of Germany's difficwlties, Ol
There wvas only one answer, thought lNesller., Germeny had no cheice but
to bsoome a danger to Eurepo.los

100mird Bapire, pp. Sl=63) .Sodalistische Awusenpalitik," p, 80.
1011“‘., pe 69,

1%114d., p. 79

m3lhid., Ps 26.

104 rrredenta,” p. 27.
ms.,Idnn der Jungen," p. 12l,



Hoailer lastly rationslised aggressisn by cslling it & Becessary
defense of human values., In reference to the Fremch use of Megro troops
in the 1923 ocoupstion of Jermeny's Rebrr territary, he wrote: "The
ape and tiger in man are threateming. The shadew of Afrisa falls
seross Suraope, It 1s our task to be guardians om the threshold of
nlm."m Qermans should resember that their oppresscrs were not
hemans bui Fremch, Helgisns, snd Foles, 07 Besides, war was a» expressioe-~
istic phencmen in az age of cmmtwm.m

¥, OHLIEZA'S AUTHORITARIAE CHARAC THReeASOCHISH

The canaept of the suthoritarian charscter implies & sado-masoshistic
orientation to the world, In the sosend add third seotiens of this
chapter, it vas deterxined that kveller vas maseshistically reoted in
the wysticism of the cosmes and Velk eomcepte.’”? Heving dispesed of
his unwanted, real self, koellar created a mew, idealined imege of
hinself and, Dron this vantage peiat, comdemned those individuals,
goups, and institutions that eopposed his dogmatie ideclogy. Om the

3 ¥ ire, p. 28k,

w'utmrm.' Pe h5.

1“,,1\% ven nesten,” p, 152,

10%mis dees not imply that all forms of roctedness ia aysticiss

or religion are of necessity mesooMistic. Sce Fremm, Art of isving,
PPe 5"‘,0
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other hand, the masochistic sclution to liveller's need for relatedness
was also an integral part of hls charscter. These individuals whose
lives, in Moeller's eyes, were in scoord with the cosmos became his
seints, Thoee institutions and groups having ideclogies im harmony
with the Volk wers, to him, inviclable, To sendemn or to revere is
the mature of the dogmatist and newretioc, and Neeller seldmm related
himself to others from the standpeint of equality and mutual respect.

The relation of loeller to the Yolk selved two of the five
psychological nesds pestulated Wy From, Simce the Volk was the
embodiment of valus and Geisth, 1% was an object for masochistic
rootedness; howsver, te the extent that the Volk vas to manifest itself
in worldly forms, in pelitical end esomomio izmstitutions, it provided
Mosller with s mascchistic selutiem %o the need for relatedsess, Yet,
aven in solving the latter of these two needs, Mosller related himself
to an illusion, for the pelitical and econmmic structures wvhich he
desired for the German Volk ¢4id not exist dwring his lifetime in
Germany,

Mosller hoped that Germenmy wewld sdopt, for her future sconomioc
basis, a socialist system. liceller's socialism was not class socizliasm,
but & national socislism in wiich the interest of the entire Volk was
suprems. 20 e agreed vith Spemgler's comept of natiomal sccislisa in

110 jonin und Keynes," Gewissen (September 8, 1920), reprinted in
Nosller vsn den Bruck, Sosisllams wnd &M‘M. pe 9o
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which »ages would be sst by the stats for every type of work, The
madmmmmudmmmmummmm.m
It appears from thls definition that doeller would have dame little,
if anything, to chamge the ownershipy of the means of roduction. The
enphanis vas on regulation of the means of productiicm by the state,
Yot, im spite of the differences from iarxian socisliam, iosller and
asny others on the extrems Right, ea previeusly stated, origimally
grecied the November Revelution snd were stromngly dissppointed in its
fallure to bring sbout Wicherd vemn loellendorf's plan for s nuow-
sommaist soeialist esomeny, 2

Mosller thought that a cerporative sconemic systen corresponded
to the German Oeist. The rosts of Gewrman sosialism, he wrote, lay
o th in the future snd in the guilds of the Middle Ages. Ks peinted
back 40 Luther, Thomas imenger, and the Freiherr von Stein as proponents
of German sooialiwe, 3 Mesller ealled the scomemie themght of Priedrich
118t eternsl because it wvas Voslkerdemken. To Xoeller, List bad proved
that free trade wad enly in the Knglish aational interest and thet
a national system of pelitical eeomeny was best for Mm.m

muPrmm,” Pe 17,

Welemperar, kox Conservatiom, pp. 76, 56, 86,
mai*rmm," pe 18,

Llhupie Einkewr bei Friedrich List,” K
Zei Fo, O3 (1918), reprinted ia vaa den . tische

ppe 0990, F0=93,
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Mosller alsc looked to the kilddle Ages for Ris guide for pelitical
organisation. He claimed that the medieval ties betweem the individual
and the state comstituted an schisvemsnt far supericr to the tWrivial
modern bondinprmal.us At other times Moeller advocated a
renovation of the German comitatus, kis ideal of the political commmunity.
He revelled in the thought of a matien im which the people "chose., . .

a 'duke' %o conduct their forces e vietery,w1l$

Moeller's underlying desire o submit to suthority clearly influenced
his cholce of faverite political lesders, He placed & mask of Napalecn,
mmmmu,uammumun-bmmn.u7
Noeller's Jermanic idol was Frederick the Great, who by winning wars
had dome 80 well what Germens 1is reeent times did so poorly.ll8 ioceller's
love of the strong Fushrer was not only historical. He presaged:

It is possible that we shall need a long and changing succession

of such leaders ., . . who in the uncertain future into whioch

are sailing will steer a straight course and through all

vicissitudes and storus will keep their bearings and pase

on the chart to their successors,idy

In light of such -tawu, it is not surprising that Moeller

found Russian socialism very much to his liking and became ome of the

%d Qm’ PP 122-23.
116,4n Liberalisms sugrende,® p. 22.

Llsomerskots, Revoluticnnere Natiomaliswss, p. 16.
318 Rusckkehr su Frisdrioh," p. 110.

U9mird mmpire, p. 227.
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most entimsiastic "Easterners' in Germarny. He perceived Lolshevism to
te an expression of the fussian Volk., The Rusaian revolution had been
a revolution of a young people who had finally decided to overthrow the

120 The German defeat of Russia in

greed and materialism of the west.
the wer had really been a defeat of Westlertum in the form of the Romanovs,
the "liberal” rulers who had wanted to deliver the Ruesian fatherland

to the West,12% oeller rejoiced in the fact that the Russians had
overthrown the autocracy of the Taar and were now working obediently

122 ooltar hoped that Germany
would forw a militery alliance with Russias to keep from bescoming the

under their own self=willed gutocracy,

tool of the West. In his only expression of internatiomal idealism,
doeller declared that the two countries should remain bound to each
other politically because both represented spirituality, myth, and
mysticism, as opposed to the skepticism of the ‘ﬁut.l” In the poste
war years, woellsr had a mwmber of conferences with Karl Redek, the
German communist who, in the negotiations leading to the Rapallo Treaty

of 1922, acted as a liaison between the U.3.3.R. and the German gowmant.lzh

120, sopialistische Aussenpolitik,” p. Si,
121 Aufbruch nach Osten," pp. 156=57.

122 sosialistiache Aussenpolitik,” p, 78,
123 Aufbruch nach Osten,” p. 158,

12)‘I$J.emp~=:rar, Hew Conservatiasm, pp. 1L6=L7.
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At the ssme time, koeller warned Cerman workers to put aside their
naive belisf that Russian communism could be imported, Bolshevism,
he wrote, was Russian, and only iussisn, for every Volk had its own
typs of socialism, Russisn socialism was unfitted for the advenced
German mltu'a.ns

125, sopialistische Aussenpolitik, pp. 76,82.



COLGLUSICH

The asuthor of this thesis first sclected and descrived a psychwd s icae-
aoded Lo be appiled to & hisvoricel charicter, The nooeFroudian, ssclss
~8,/chologicai theories of Erich Fromm axd of haren Horney were choscn foo
the foliowing reesons: (i) the personal inclipation of whe author of
this thesis to.ard these ibeories, (2) the emphasis given ty these
theories to & sociai deteruinant of behavior and charscter, and (3)
the ready apolicablliity of these theories to a bistorical situation,
The wodes thus chossh a8 dedcriled ith particuliar caphasis given o
Froom's five ysychologleed necds, 10 his theory of historicel deveiope
ment, and o his and lHorney's theoiy oif sadomascchism,

Tha soclal e choiogiced theory of history was ap.lied to Wilhelmian
and early «~eluar Germeny., It es deteruined that sodern industriaiisation

end the ralative econonle and soclael decline of the iilein”mrprtm

sere longe-rabge factors which bad led¢ Lo fueiings of alienastion and
insceurityy among meny Uerrens, aul e8p.eciall, among the lowcr middle
cisas, The imoact of worid war L and tne successive imfiation increased
this zoonomic insecurity, The increascd sedoemasochistic irsits ceused
Ly this insccurity, p.us the eliminatlon of the forzer objects of
rootedness, the aonarchy and a d@ystem of reiatliveiy 8tabie sociai values,
gave rise to a need for ideclogy. This need vas satisfied for many

young pourgeois intcilectials by rootedness in the ideciogy of the
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sonservalive iesowution, The cossos, am expression of ephemera. order

and the Voik, the repository of the *life force" of the cosmos, -tre
objects of devotion for individual Komaervativem.
The psychological zodel <28 next spplied to the life, charscter
and thought of Arthur ¥oeiler van dem Bruck, The sather of this thesis
sttemsted to show Lhat socllier had suffersd from newrotic anxiety, The
exact caus:ss of this anxisty wers not evident, however, and must remain
a matter of hy.othesis. Moelier's early iife showed evidence of the
famiiial disturiances <hich were probably the root of his later rebellion
and isolation. To how great sm extemt Noeller's persomaliity was affected
by the socies character of the Kleinbmergertuns is umcertain, His father
«a8 a fieipbuerger and seexs t0 have shared lower middle class values
and attitudes, Arthur koeller's feslings of powerlessness and seif-
hatred were characterological traits tyvical of the lower middle class
and his -ritings sopealed most stramgly to this class., It is ressonabie
to concludc ihat "koeller's owm position was insplred uy the plight of the
impoverished middlie classes ﬂho tried to withatend proleotarization, ., . ."l
The guthor of this theeis described the nature of Licellierts cosnic
ideoiogy. soeller teiieved thal the individusl hsd no intrinmsic .orth
ard thet all creativity floved from the cosmes through the Volk to the
individuel, Uoeiler adeired only thoss individuels, groupgs, and institu-

tions vhich, to him, represented the morali authority of the cosmos and

Iklemperer, New Conservatism, p. 167,




h
Yoik. Therefory, he looked favorably uwpon .iussisn communisa, z national
form of German socisiies, individuals in <hom the strengin of the cosaos
resided, and the Kiddie Ages. For the same resson, he sttacked «liheimian
society, iiucrals, sociaiists, the Geraan messes, and <estern nstiomns,
Hoeller's stiacks on that «hich represented an opposing ldeology -ure
caustic. He attempted to justify his call for & German offensive against
neighvoring countries by declaring that aggreseion was a part of nature,
necessary for seifesrotection and a defense of haman vaiuves,

In anelywing soeller's Germanic ideclogy, the neo-Freudian assun -
tion that ideas are an expressiom of the total character, was made, The
suthor of this thesis has attempted to sbow that, in the realn of feeling,
%eiler found a pseudoesolution for his needs for relatedness, identity,
and rootedness in a sadoezasochistic orientstiom to life, 48 Mdoeller
ceme more and more to depemd wpom, to become psychologically rooted in,
Germanic igeology, ne suffered an increased alisnation from his resl
seif. In the reals of ection, his iack of individual identity meant
that he could not achieve & semse of creativity since he had cessed to
experience himgelf ag the center of his powers, As lopg as Moelier
camid saintein his idealiized image of himseif as the orophet of the
Germen Volr, bis sclif=hatred was extermalized in two ways: sadisticaily,
through vindictiveness towards others and masochisticaily, through &

shilogorhy vhich stressed the inherent iopotence of wan.



The .resent author has aiso suggested thst, in the realm of thought,
Ygeller iargely forfelted resson aiong with the rest of his individualiny.2
This has veen iilustrated by intimating the dependence of koellier's
thought on his newrotic fears end desires,

docller hirsclf openly admitted that his was en unobjectlive vic
of the world based on feellng rather than ob reasom., HRationalism wss
& #estern ceiief vhich he hoped Cermans would reject, Hoeller claimed
that the ¥Ynilghtenment wsa an intellectually unimportant era which
lacked both depth and an insight iato etermal valuta.’ He wrote thet
faith in the Volk c¢id not rest om a ratiomal basis but rather on the
power of fealins.h tioeller's view of gll of life was similariy irrationai,
for, as he wrote, the worid itself wes mythical: "There is more turth in
astroliogy than in sstrenomy. There is zore truth in sichemy than in
chemistry, There is more truth in metsphysics than in physics.">
#oeller advocated a amctaphysical view of history in «hich the historian
would fit together <orldiy occurrences into an irrationsi ecntinui&y-6
2ince history ~as the developmeat of the indiscernib.e cosmos, man

could omly houe to find a pattere in this development,

Z“uaason" here refers to nan's capecity to reach otjective truih, rather
then to "intelligence,” or man's atdlity to manipulste the worid through
thought, f. Frovm, tan For Himse.f, pp. 103«03,

3.An iiberaiismus zugrunde,” p. 34,
+drenge des Sorxialismms," p. 39,
®, Theodor Laubier wnd diz Idee des Hordiichtes,® Deutsche tundschau,

AVII (January, 1921), cited in Schwierskott, ievoiutiopaere :ationa.ismus,
ppe 33. iy vranslistion.

5“ Ideen der Jungen," p, 123,



when divorced from husan reailty, the go=csiled “jatterns of
history™ can take nesriy sny form that the imaginstiion +1il allovw., It
i not suwrprising, then, that the "ssiterns of histwry” ~hi.h ¥osller
discovered were very much in accord with his subijective degires mnd mey
e consldered rationalizations,

¥oeller's desire $2 subwit to susthorit, icd to the rat;onaliaation
that hlatory deveio ed, in great and conprehensive moments, through the
-ork of great men -ho, through suimission to the cosmos, vd thelr Vol

70 victony.7

These grest men were only servanis of the cosmos, in - hich
2 more genersl historiezl development vas embodied, oelier was in
vagic sgreement uwith Osweld 3pengier's cyclicsl theory of history,
doeller believad that Natur favored youny jeories and gave Lhew the
ogparéunity to expend thelr territories, it the height of tnelr ouer
and glory, tho seeds of their own destruction were yresent. The Geist
of the mature Voik .ould breek down and individualisn wouid ensrge,

The energics reieassd by egolem «wouid lead Lo the destruction of the
zggg.ﬁ That boeilier's view of history &8 very much s ,.roduct of his
desires is eyident in his rejection of .iengier's belief that the west,

inciuding Germany, -88 on the decilne, To Lo sure, the sest was deciine

ing, soeller ggrzed, tut Gersety -as betwern Hast and west and could

7m1angel an Laennern,” . 2.

J,Atkehr vox Westen,”,p. 147, Uf. Os:8ld Spengler, The Decline of
the ~est (2 vols,, le Yark, 1945), passin,
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rexaln o young Vo.i by thro img off the western influences -ithin the
solheriand and by aliying herself .Ath the tast,’

voelier's hono .as shorteliived, The recovery of the «eimar deyubiic,
the scce.tance of the Javcs plan, and the meager public response o

Das dritte dezich deatroyed not omly the hope of Hoelier for & konservativ

revolution wuv also the ontirs basis of his emiateace.m Hoelier's
ailenavion from his friends and from the orgenisation which he had .anted
to secone the wave of the future comstituted the gowp de grace. Iric
Hoffer hes written: "Those without hope are divided and driven to

des;erata sgslr-meklng."ﬂ But Moeller had loat his self,

Q,k,ﬁufbmch nach Osten," p. 153=55,
i £, Stern, folitics, p. 226,

iyogser, True B:liever, p. 68.




2 LLOGUE

At the time of his death, Koeller's works were mot widely knom
in Germany, In the years vetveen nis death and 1933, his worxs were
kept before the public, and they experiemced an increased sopuiarity
in vhe late 1520'2 and early 1930's, Xoeller's widow and his friends
arote s muaber of articlies Which euiogiszed bin, and Hens Schwarz in

1930 began to publish mew editions of doeller's works, Das Recht der

jungen Voelker, a compilatiom of ¥oeller's political essays, and new
editions of Die itallienische Schoenheit snd Der preussische s5til

apoeared before 1933,

The heralding of Mesllar as the precursor of Eational Sociallsu
began omly after 1933, 7The year before bzd scen a mumber of srticles
which proclaimed the govermment of Frans vom Fapen to ve the {insl
embodiment of Noeller's Dritte Roich.l After Hitler's rise to sower, &

fiood of articles and several Looks appesred which identified Hoeller
sith Xetional Soclsiism, Hans Schwars, im his imtroductions to three
additiomal coa dlations of koeller's political essays, declded that
¥oelier we8, after alli, the harbinger of Enziiﬁa.z An ingiish edition
of Hoeiler's iagnnmmowun had a swastika placed benopiruaunly on the

front covar. n & fsshion typical of the eariy Kaszi blograhies of

Lﬁtarn, rolitics, p. 265,

2 o o N .

See Introductions to: ioeller van dem Bruck, Ler jolltische iehsch,
sogialismus wnd Aussenuo.itik, and Acchenschaft uebsr ussland (Berlin,
1933).
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doailer, einhard Adaz sxvounded that “the inteliectual foundation
on which the fhational Gocislism of our day rests . . . <88 cgsentisisy
created Uy ome san: by Jocliler ven den Bmck."’

After more sober appralsal of Hoeller's thought, most a2zl historians
quickly curiezilied their cariisr entbmsissm, A mumber of official Mawi
articles in the late 1530's disassociated Hoeller from kazilsm, .ostu
important in this .rocess of reinterpretatiom was the biogra hy by
Helmut .ioedel, “ho openiy repudieted the idea that Hitler ~as in any
«8y indebted to Hoelier, #oceller "never was, and also never wanied Lo
e, the 'spiritusl founder' of our Katlonal 3ociazlist state,” conflded
}ioedel.h He .ointed out the heresy of Moeller's aoncept of race and
even intinmated that Moeller hinself had been only half-irysn.’

rostesd 21d war II historians bave bean sisilarly dividsd om the

roiz of Xosiler and the Konmervative Hevolution im the rise of [.ational

sociaiism., There has been general agreement that xoeller's idess -ers
slzilar to, though by no means identical with, those of the Nazi ideoio=
glsta, oelier's rationslizetions for agression, his 'stabeinthe-vack”
thesis, his dbcbrim&'s of cosmos snd Volk, his non-arxian socialism, and
his sucport for an ¢ntente with Aussis hed peralicls in hetional Soclalist
thought. Furtheimore, Hoeller did become the hero of Otto itrasser's

Black Front, the abortive left wing of the sarly Nasi movememt..é

3&0@11@ vanh den Bruck, p. d. My transistion.

hfineller, oe 16l, quoted in Sterm, folitics, p. 293,

‘igelier, pp. ib, L2-LS.

6~; tolf,’m’ sodi Taics, e 26D -



100

Because of such simiiarities and ideclogical ties, Roy rascai hes,

emphasizing the role of liceller, argucd that the rise of Konservatisous

8ln08t eptirely ex.lains the origin of Ketional Socialum.7

rascal's "idealdistic” approach has been found completely uhaccepe

5

table by a number of authors.” These have pointed cut the ideoclogicel

differences bet.cen Lonservatismus and Nasiism, In this resocect,

Hoeiler's tasse des Geistes was certainly different from the morc

mechamdcal ezl view of race. Nor cam it be maintalned that Moeliier

favored o state of conquest which would annex territorics indiscrinminstely

or that he longed for world conquest. The "ideslistic” position is

further veakened, in the case of Koeller, by the fact that he never
sartielioated in hazl activities and took a very cool sttitude touerds

Hitier, Finai.y, rascal's opponents have drawvn a distinction vetween iceology
and the opiortunism which, they claim, was the determining characteristic

of hatiaal iiocialiam.9

The social naycholiogical approsch of this thesis differs from Loth

of the above views and offers its own explanation of the reaponsivliity

“Uf. especially Mohler, Komservative Revolution, vp. 17-18; Klemnerer,
he- Copservatism, . U2n et passim; erneil, "The Origin,
Hature and Developcent of German katiobsliist Ideclogy in the Nineteenth
and Tuentieth Centurivs,” Third Heich, passis.

9?!:!1!, Erich Kahier ip Man the kisssure (hew York, 1961) has calied
setionsl Socialism an “"sbtmse of all ideologies” and "mothing out &
gigentic national and internationul robbery, a eriminal raid" (pp. 56059).
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of xoelier's thought for the rise of NHeziisx, Aliepation and the posi=
<ar infiation brought about s need for ideclogy amomg mamy of the Gerusan
veopie and especiasiy smong the lower middie class, ioelier's ideoiogy
appealed to zany such individuals snd, to the extent that it .ias
accupted, intensified their ssdistic and nasochietic traits. ‘hese
intensifiecd traits, to the extent that they spread throughout Gernman
euiture, in turn facilitated the scce.tance of Kasiiem. They did not
cauBe haziisn, the success of xhich a8 certainly linked to decisive
psolitical events; however, the particuler traits of the German social
character provided the hbman tasis «ithout ~hich kaziisz conld mot
have existed.

The main question vhich this ay.roach ralsce concernms to “hat
extent ioelier's idess sctually infiuenced Germans, and this question
must remain unanssered in this thesis, Gerbard itter hss postulated

Lhat Xonservetisnus had iittie effect on the everage German, He hee

claimed that ~orks of Koelier end of other Konservativen vere incouproe

hemsible to the average reader of their ti‘ssm.lo To the gresent suthor,
Jeorge Kosse's view Scems more tenabic, dosoe bas shown that the ideology

of the RAWght did influence the Jermsh masses Lo & considerable extent and

10«1 gtorical Foundations of the Aise of 4Wational soclalism,” The
Third deich, passin.
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«88 disseminated through the orgsmisations, schools, universiticvs, and
youth groups curing e welmar era.h’ If dosse's view and the social

csychological explanation are correct, Moeiler and the Xonservative

Revolution must be accounted partially responsible for the rise of Laszidsn,

licrisie s PP. 149=233,
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