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PREFACE

This study is intended to determine the purpose
for the writing of the Histery of Engleand by Thomas
Babington Nacaulay and to determine how contemporary oritios
acocepted the werk, PFor assistance and consideration in
acoomplishing this task, the writer would like to express
appresiation to Dr, Charles Walten and Dr, June Morgan,
Also appresiation is due the libraries at Wichita State
University and the University of Kansas,

August, 1965 BeJ.Ds
Wiochita, Kansas
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CHAPTER I

MACAULAY'S EARLY PREPARATION FOR
WRITINRG OF HISTORY OF ENGLAND

*I shall not be satisfied unless I produce some-
thing which shall for a few days supersede the last
fashionable novel on the tables of young lsdies.®l with
this statement, Thomas Babington Masaulay assigned himself
to an almost superhnman task which was to absorb most of
his 1ife in one way or another, This task, the writing of
a history of England, never left his thoughts, and most of
his traveling, reading, living became directed toward its
successful completion,

Thomas Babington Macailay learned to read at the
age of three, but his mamer of reading and his seleoction
of subjests for reading set him apart from individuals
several times his -e;c.z While others read by woxrd and
phrase, Hasaulay read by paragraph and page, recording in
his memory for future reference everything that he rud.3
This phenomenal memory later served him well when he

15, otto Trevelyan, Life and Letters, II, 96.

wilmar C. Abbott, pdvenvures in Reputation, p. 6.

Icharles Cavendish Fulke Greville, "Lord Maoaulay,”
The Pooket University, III, 116.



2
undertook the writing of his history of England., Macaulay's
nemory was almost superhuman, permitting him to digest and
arrange, as well as retain, within his mind all that he hed
rud.“ Smith, a contemporary, called him "a book in
breeches. 5 ms exceptionally retentive meaory enabled him
to memorise much of his readingi early in life he could
repeat all of Demosthenes from memory, great parts of the
0ld and New Testaments in both Greek and English, and all of
the works of Milton.® In fast, Mscsulay once stated that
should all copies of Parsdise [ogt and Pilsrim's Progress

ever be lost to mankind through some freak happening, he

oould reconstruct them once again from nuory.7

However,
the fact that he could recite from a particular work was no
proof of the merit of the work, For example, his memoriza-
tion of many contemporary novels was actually a waste of

time .3

His avid reading of novels did, however, greatly
influence his writing of history, because the narrative

drama of the novel was to become the drama of his history.

41vie., 111, 117,
5Ibid., III, 120.
61bid,, III, 117.

’s 7John W, Cunliffe, Lesders of Victerian Revolution,
Pe .

8James Augustus Cotter Horison, lacaulay, p. 25.



Macaulay's nemory enabled him early to become a
dominant figure in every gathering, It was not umisual for
him to speak slmost uninterruptedly for six hours at a time,
holding his listeners completely spellbound with the vivid-
ness of his sccounts.’ Children and adults, educated and
uneducated, were impressed by his speechi this competence he
was later able to incorporate into his histery., After an
evening spent in Masaulay®s presense, Charles Cavendish
Fulke Greville was moved to comment on the * , . . genius,
eloquense, astenishing knowledge, and diversified talents
e o o 30 of nis friend, Macaulay; though Lord Carlyle
recorded in his journal that "The greatest marvel about him
is the quality of trash he r--borl."“ The necessity of
having to sift through this mental rescord and evaluste the
items asocurately became a prodlem which Macaulay 4id not
overcome very successfully in his writing of history as
will be seen in this study.

Because of his father's desires, FMacaulay was
trained for the bar, but he never astually became a prac-

12

tieing lawyer. The reading of law, however, did permit

9‘1‘:01011&1. gp. 8it., I, 176.
10reville, gp. git., III, 114,
1revelyan, gp. oit., I, 173
12Mox-ucm, g¢p. oit., p. 18,



4
him t0 be quite successful as a politioian; and in his role
as & membexr of the Houss of Commons, he became an ascom-
plished speaker and helped to formulate the opinions of
those about him.l3 His greatest political coup was the
passage of the Reform Bill in 1832, for which he diligently
onpu.gnod.ih His constituents praised his competense as a
speaker and noted that never had a first-time House speaker
conmmanded so rapt an ndiomo."s Soon, whenever it beocanse
mown that Macaulay would address the House, all members
made & ooncerted effort to be present, It was in Parlisment
that Macaulay's Victorian Whig attitudes grsdually were to
be more firmly developed., In ohameleon-like forxm, Macaulay
absorbed the thoughts and changed to the attitudes of those
about him, In his words, he began to * ., . « like what
others about me like, and to disapprove what they disap-
provo."16 He saw these Whig party men as the real “taste-
setters*l” of ingland, an attitude which he further pursued
and expanded in the history.

13111&.. Pe 22,

Younlarre, gp. oit., p. 35.
15Mor1-on, op. ¢itey P. 20
16rraveryan, op. oit., I, 164,

7100, stt.



His writings, furthermore, were beooming very
influential en publio opinion, At this time, he was
supplying much of the oepy for The Plinburgh Review, a
literary publiocation by Maovey Nn.pior.“ The suscess of
this magazine depanded upon the amount of ocopy which was
supplied by Macaulay each month, and it was about this time
that Macaulay decided to write regularly in order to live
like a gentleman.l’ The effect of his essay on John Bunyan
is proof of his control over popular opinien, after publica-
tion of Macaulay's essay many people who had never before

read Bunyan's work began to read and take note of Pilgrim's
20

.
Meney difficulties plagued Macaulay as a young man,
and he took on an assigment to India for the goverment as
a solution to these problems.?! He further decided that the
time spent in travel and in India would not bde wasted or
taken from his reading. Thus, he outlined for himself a
very strenucus reading assigment, muoh of which was de-
signed to further his knowledge of history, sinoe by this

18:1pi4., 1, 123.
191014., 1, 289,

201p1d., I, 177.
21yorison, op. cit., p. 24,
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time he was toying with the idea of writing his history of
England, altheugh the form and extent of the work were still
undecided,?? Nany of the authors whom he read on this trip
later influenced his thinking about English history and
suggested to him ideas concerning the writing of history.
Macaulay asked his friend, Maovey Napier, editor of The
Edinburgh Review, to suprply him with any books of merit
whioh might be published during his sojourn in India, par-
ticularly books on English m-fmry.z3 An agresment was
worked out by which these books would serve as Macaulay's
pay for articles whioch he, in turn, would write and send to
The Edinburzh Review while he was in India..zu He felt
keenly that a young man, so far from England as he, would be
soon forgotten by his fellow countrymen, and he saw this
routine writing arrangement as a means of remaining in the
thoughts of his acquaintances.

While snroute to Indla, Macaulay, not his usual
talkative self, confined himself to reading. His self-
inposed task was stupendous, He kept a detalled list of his
reading oovering a period, beginning in Decembder of 183U,

22prevelyan, gp. Sit., I, 314-315.

23mmad., 1, 316,

mw_. [ I' 310"311 []
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and ending in December of 1835, which serves as an example
of the type amd of the amount of reading which Naocaulay
was asoomplishing., It inocluded:s

e » o Assohylus twicej Sophocles twice; Euripides
onoej Pindar twice; Callimschuss Apollonius Phodiuss
Quintus Calabers Theooritus twicej Herodotus;
Thuoydides; almost all Xenophon's works; almost all
Plate; Aristetle's "Politiocs,” and a good deal of his
“Organon,” desides dipping elsevhere in himj the whole
of Plutarch's "Lives”; about half of lusiang two or
three books of Athenaeuss Plautus twice; Terrence
twice; Luscsretius twices Catullusy Tibullusj Propertiuss
Lucans Statiusg Silius Italicus; Livys Velleius
Patereulus; Sallust; Caesar; snd lastly, Cloero.25
At the time, he alse noted that he was presently reading
Aristophanes and Iucian,26 This was only a partial list of
materials intended to provide the baokground Masaulay was
seeking for his writing of history. It is obvious, as well,
that thess books were not skimmed or lightly read, for each
volume contains his pencil notations of every kind, literary,
historiocal and mum.” Nor did he need translations;
he read in Gresk, latin, Spanish, Italian, French,Z®
works he reserved for the trip home, for whioh he outlined

a course of study in this language which he intended to

German

251pbad., I, 389.
26100, 91,

271p3d., I, 390.
281pid,, I, 321.
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naster and 4id nuntor.29 Although he conoeded German to be
a difficult language, he could not admit that there was a
language he could not " . . » master in four months by work-
ing ten hours a day.'jo The preceding is but a partial

list of the reading which Macaulay ascomplished in India,
but 1t inoludes encugh to suggest well the scope of his
reading,

Many of the books, however, seem to have had a
bearing on his thinking upon history. His marginal nota-
tions, journal entries, psrsonal letters, and published
essays contained his attitudes toward early historians. He
apparently thought of Herodotus as "the father of hictory.'31
In his journal entry for November 20, 1848, he wrote that
Hercdotus was an admirable artist in many respects but that
3z Aotually, one learns that it
was the child-like quality of story-telling in Herodotus's

his arrangement was faulty.

work that delighted htn.33 However, Macaulay wrote that
Herodotus®’s works made it diffiocult to distinguish fact from

29121&-» I, 397.
30mia., 1, 4034,

" N Thonas Babington Macaulay, Macaulay's Works, XI,
184,

32prevelyan, op. oit., II, 21k,
Pnaosulay, op. oit., XI, 183.



fiotion, a falling against which every historian must
suu'd.:"‘ The work of Thuoydides was also greatly admired
by Macaulay, and one text contained a marginal note indi-
sating that Macaulay thought him the greatest historian who
had ever 1ived.)5 MNacaulay's evaluation of Thuoydides
sontained a statement of the arrangement whioh he, Racaulay,
found to be very poor| 1.4., for the best amphasis, a long
narrative story should not be told in ohronologioal order,36
In addition, Macaulay oconsidered Thuoydides's odservations
to be superficial,.}? He 414, however, juidge Thuoydides's
works to be those of a statesman and nhohi-. thus elevating
history in a refreshing nanner when oompared to the efforts
- of Hevodotus.38
In his essay, “History," Macaulay likens Xenophon to
Herodotus and Thuoydides in style, tut states that Xenophon
was so intent upon giving resders a moral that he failed to
. give them men and wemaen.)9 Xenophon, Masaulay found to be

Piee. eit.

ISrrevelyan, gp. eit., I, 409.
361pia., 11, 215, |
”MW: ep. 9it., XI, 196.
P reid., x1, 197.

39m, ois.
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In a marginal note of his copy of Sallust, kKacaulay
wrote that while Sallust was inferior to Livy and Tacltus,
he, nevertheless, produced good, interesting vor‘k.‘w'
Hacaulay also noted in his essay on history that Sallust
was gullty of presenting a work which was very like a party
pamphlet, olever yet laoking consistency and faimus.&s

The dramatio genius of Tacitus caused Macaulay to
acclaim him the greatest latin hutorian,ué while he felt
that Tacitus was at times carried away with the dramatics
of his narrative and caused the reader to be overwhelmed
eventually by mrauvo."? Delineation of charscter in
history was important to Macaulay, and he saw Tacitus as
unrivaled in this particular style,®

Macaulay seemed never to have been neutral cenoern~
ing any of the numerous historians whose works he read and
studied. His comments were always definite., Thers were
several historians' works which prompted only adverse
conments from Masaulay: Vellius Pateroulus was accused of

ranting, employing too much bonbast which certainly made

“4rrevelyan, gp. git., I, 410411,
“Suacaulay, gp. oit., XI, 209,
%61v14., x1, 211.

“710. oit.

481pia., xI, 212,
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his works unfit as historlos;u9 Trebellius Capitolinus and
Voplscus were undoubtedly two of the worst historlans ever
to have written;5° Lucan wag too partial to be a good histo~-
ri.am.,51 His 1list of ancient historians to whom he turned
for guldance in the conception of his own history was almost
endlees. In addition to those cited above, he also read
Fra Peacla, Davila, Guicciardini, Kachlavellli, Demosthenes,
Isocrates, Lysias, Ulodorus Siculus, Quintus Curtius,
Longus, rliny, Ammianus Marcellinus, Statius, quintilian,
Chrysostom, Linginus, Augustin, Caesar, and Hirtiun.sz
v¥hen Macaulay turned to modern historians, he read Jjust as
avidly and thoroughly as he had in the ancients. Once
again, he read these historians in their original languages
80 that he might more accurately Jjudge the wvalidity of
thelr histories.

After mastering German, Maosulay turned to the
historlies of Niebuhyr, conceding that Niebuhr apparently had
learning superior to his, but that Niebuhr leacked the Jjudg-
ment which liacaulay was able to bring to his own historical

u9Trevelyan, op. oit., I, 410,
501pad., 11, 228,
511bia., I, 402,
521b14., I, 400.
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writinsl.” He felt that Niebuhr, unable to judge ocauses
and effeots, asked his readers to acoept too much on
fn.u:h.sh' The style of the German historian, Sohiller, held
great appeal for Macaulay. After reading the History of the
Thixrty Years' War, Macaulay acclsimed Schiller for his
® + ¢ o Vory just and deep thought, conveyed in language sc
popular and agreeable that dunces would think him super-
ncm.'” However, Schiller 4id not escape Macaulay's
criticimm, for after reading Sohlller's Joan of Arc, he
bluntly stated that Schiller had besn guilty of the vicla~
tion of faocts, an indefensible crh..56

Concerning other historians, Macaulay was seven more
oritical, He felt that Botta, the author of History of the
Aperican War, 4id not misrepresent history from partiality,
which he recognized as a fault of many historians, but
rather from ignorance. MNacaulay added that Botta's style
was also at fault for being too affected.’’ He stated that
Pompeil by Bulwer was clever and filled with learning, yet

531bia., 1, 384,
Hlee. oit.

551p1d., I, bO7.
561pia., II, 249.
57 paa., 11, bb.
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lacked nuoh.sa . Macaulay always saw cleverness as a fault
in history writing., While touring Italy in 1838, he read
History by Smollett. His opinion of the work accused
Smollett of " , ., « carelessness, partiality, passion, idle
invective, gross ignorance of facts, and orude general
theories . . . ."59

In other moderns, 8t. Simon, Hhume, Bobertson,
Voltaire, and Gibbon, Macaulay found much merit; however,
as he remarked in his journal of December 7, 1849, "I have
a conseption of history more just, I am confident, than
theirs. The execution is another matter, But I hope %o
upron."6°

Macaulay was highly opinionated, and the reading of
historians, both good and bad, did not seem to alter his
opinionss rather, his rsading merely re-confirmed his faith
in thea., He keenly felt the necessity of recording England's
history in the manner in which he detemined history should
be recorded., This decision he indicated in a letter to
Thomas Flower Ellis written on December 30, 1835, from

Calouttas

5 lee. oit.
391bid., II, 37.
60quoted in Trevelyan, II, 232.
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What my course of 1life wlll be when I return to

England is very doubtful., But I am more than half

determined to abandon politios, and to give myself

wholly to letterss to undertake some great historical

work whioch may be at onge the business and the amuse-

nent of ay life . « &
After further meditation upon the decision affecting his
immediate future, Masaulay anmnounced that he did net under-
stand how & man ocould choose the coarse life of polities over
the elegant 1ife afforded the man of literature.52 Thus, he
firmly revealed his intentions of emdbarking on a life of
literary endeavor upon his return to, England.

When he returned to England, he pledged himself to
begin his history during the spring of 21.839..63 Indeed, he
had, by this time, worked out a tentative plan for the
history., Boughly, there were to be three sections: the
first would begin with the Revolution and end with the start
of Sir Robert Walpole's administration; the sesond would
cover Walpole's administration and end with the imerican
Wars and the third would begin with the American War and end,

(o
possibly, with the reign of George IV, He felt, therefore,

61rpia., 1, 387,

62\vbott, op. Site, Pe 7.
63’1‘1'"011::1. Qp. o1t., I, 1388,
64 1p44,, 11, 19.
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that
The "History" would then be an entire view of all
the transastions which took plase, between the
Revolution which bdrought the Crown intoc harmony

with the Parlisment, and the Hevolution whioh
brought the Parlisment into harseny with the

nation,$S
The writing of the hiatory was oonstantly on

Maocaulay's mind--What form would it take? Whose style would
he imitate? From whom would he bderrow, if anyone? Finally,
he decided that his history would be written to interest and
please resders ordinarily repelled by historlu.“ To
Macaulay, a book which was not, first of all, amusing had
falled in the prime reccsmendation for all books.’’ s,
he desired that his narratives should read * , . , as if
they had been spoken off, and . . . flow as easily as table-
talk.'sa He insisted that the historian should not forget
the gifts of the drama and the novelj for Af he sapitalizes
upcn these gifts, his history will be written with vividness
and imagination. PMurthermore, he advooated that the histo-

rian will need to be cognizant of seleotivity, to recognige

65Ip4d., IX, 20.

661p4d., 11, 236.

67 Les. oit.

68quoted in Trevelyan, II, 238.
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when

» o« o & little exaggeration, a little suppression,
a Judiolious use of epithets, a watochful and search-
ing soepticism with respect to the evidence on onse
side, a convenient oredulity with rospeog to every
report or tradition on the other . . . .°

can present the desired impression of sharsacter or incident,
He added that the historian cannot ignore careful research
and reporting of facots. Thus, did lascaulay repeatedly out-
1ine in his essays and journal entries his set of require-
ments for the writing of history. The question, obviously,
was whether or not he sould abide by these ideals, or Jjustify
their ommiesions in his own finished work.

The next several years found him thinking, planning,
and working always with the projected history in his mind,
In hieg Jjournal for 1838, he wrote:

s « o I have thought a good deal Aduring the last few
days about my "History." The great difficulty of a
work of this kind i1s the beginning., How is it to be
joined on to the preceding events? vhere am I to
commence 1t? I can not plunge, slap-dash, into the
niddle of events and characters, I can not, on the
other hand, write a history of the whole reign of
James the Second as a preface to the history of
Willlam the Thirxd; and Aif I did, a history of Charles
the Second would still be equally necessary, as a
preface to that of the reign of James the Second . « o o
But arfter much consideration I think that I can manage,
by the help of an introductory chapter or two, to glide
imperceptible inte the full current of my nsrrative,

I an more and more in love with the subject, I really
think that posterity will not willingly let my book

SSMaomulay, op. oit., XI, 225,
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d10.7°
His first reference to sotual writing beyond the thinking-
pPlanning stage was entered in his journal on Friday, May 9,
1839

I began my “History" with a sketch of the early

revolution of England., Pretty well; but a little

too stately and rhetorioal,?l
However, he did not infeorm Napier of his firm personal
commitment to the history task until on November 5, 1841,
when in a letter he wrote, "I have at last begun my histor-
ical labors."’? Hecontimued in this letter to say that he
felt certain that his history would supply 2 " , . . vast
lacking in literature,”’-

Although he had finally begun to work upen his long
Planned~for history, he acocepted a sabinet appointment which
frequently thereafter interferred with his literary laborl?“
Nevertheless, this appointment was a definite feather in
his political sap, for, even though he was not yet forty,

he had risen from a rather humble state to that of Seorstary

7Ouoted in Trevelyan, II, 37-38,
?lguoted in Trevelyan, II, 64.
721p1d., I1I, 95.

73l0e. cit.

7™ \bbott, op. eit. p. 10.
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of War, It was this appointaent which earned him the nick-
nsme which he was always to retain, for the Jimes, a foe of
the Whig party, direcsted i1ts Whig attacks directly upon
Macaulay and gave him the label of "Mr, Babble-Tongue
Maosulay,*?d
- Nesaxlay®s brilliant speeshes in the House made him

very popular, and he bdecame inereasingly sstive in politios,
His personal pepularity made many of his assesiates and
readers sager for tho appearance of the much talked-of
histery., Consequently, Nassulay, inoreasingly feeling this
pressures to eomplets at least twe velumes of his history,
began to spand more and more time in consentration upoen his
writing. In 1845, he vowed to devote his time exclusively
-to the history until the two volumes were eompleted. This
avowal led one of his political constituents to claim that
Macaulay was more interested in his "Histoery®™ than in heed-
ing the business at hlnd."é
carried the idea still further, saying that Nasaulay suffered
from “evertalking® and “underlistening.*’’
- Pinally, in 1848, the long awaited first and second

In fast, this constituent

volumes of the history were published, HMacaulay was, at

75%revelyan, gp. 8is., II, 65.
76p4d., 11, 161.

77108+ ei3-
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times, filled with self-doubt abeut the sucoess of these
books, but his friends and relatives felt assured that the
publication would be a mo.u.?a Wrots Yacaulays

Tho state of my own mind is this: when I sompare

nY book with what 1 imagine histery ought o be,

I fosl dejested and ashamed; bt when I compere it

with some Mgtorﬁn which have a high repute, I feel

re-assured,’
The book was, nevertheless, a tremendous suosess, even to
winning over many of Massulay®s umanu.” Typioal of
the praise of Masaulay's asquaintanses was this statoment
by ILoxd Ealifax:

o o o I 0an not tell you how grateful all lovers

of oxder and of esliviliced freedom, ought teo bs to

you for having sc sst bztoro them the History of

our Revolutien of 1688,51
Other, more astute, oriticimms will be discussed in a later
portion of this study,

Nasaulay still had nush writing teo de to complete
the entire histery as he had previcusly intended to do.
However, his phensmenal popularity returned him to his seat
Ain the House ef Commons, and his history work almost com-

pletely stopped.’? He resumed work in 1853 and worked

78,bbost, gp. 9ite, Po 13.
"9rrevelyan, gp. gif., II, 205.
8000, oat.

8110s. oit.

821p3d., II, 319-320.
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diligently for two years, In 1855, the second part of the
history was mplcud.aj Once again, Maosulay felt some
reservation about the success of the third and fourth
volumes, but in Necaulay fashien, on November 29, 1855, he
recorded in his jJeurmal the following statement: " , . .
the general sterility, the miserable snervated state of
1iterature, is all in my favor.*®" 1In addition he confessed:

On the whele, I think that it must 4o speaking of
part two . The enly cempetition which, as far as
I perceive, it has to dread, is that of the two
former volumes. Certainly no other histery eof
Williamts soi.sn is either so trustworthy or se
Mbl‘oa '
By Jamuary of 1856, he was assured of the suceess of the
second part of hins hutery.eé His public had overwhelmingly
aocoepted the new volumes,

When, because of i1l health, he retired from
Parlimment in 1856, he seemol to lose all interest in party
;olitioa and rarely thereafter became involved in House
na.ttm.” His 1ife settled into ons of confinement whioh

he chose to spend in reading and preparing of the final

831pid., I1I, 322,
8%quoted in Trevelysn, II, 323.

8300, ait.
861psa., 11, 328,

87 mae,, 1I, 33:1.



volume of the history. The final, fifth volume, was

published posthumously in 1861.88

83!&0&!11‘1, op. oit., I, xi,
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CHAPTER II

CONTEMPORARY CRITICISM RELATED
TO MACAULAY'S HISTORY

Vhen the history finally appeared in print, it
oaugsed a great furor, as was to be expected of a work whioch
had been so widely discussed and so long awalted. As
Macaulay had desired, his volumes of history were cnes
which replaced surrent novels as popular reading,
Blsckwood's Bdinbursgh Magszins, which was usually loathe to
praise Macaulay, did oconocede that Nacaulay had * , . . pro-
duced the most popular dook of this tho.'” However, this
concession was tempered as follows: “Everybody reads—-
everybody adnires—-but nobody believes in Mr, mmm.'9o
The fact that Nacaulay had produced the meost popular book
of the time 414 not make the book & histery, ascoxding to
Blaokwood's.

The Gentleman's Magaxine wrote in Pebruary of 1856
that Macsulay will undoudtedly de given the honor of having
written the most * , ., . important historiocal work that has

89masaulay,* Zlackweod's Biimbuzsh Magasine, LXXX
(August, 1846), 130.

90&.. p. 128,
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91 Also professing

heen published in our day and country.
the tremendous success of the history was The Edinburgh
Review, the magazine for which Macaulay had successfully
written for a number of years, The magazine noted that

the triumphs of the history had been "brilliant beyond
empla."9z The artiele noted still further examples of
its widespread acceptance with the exaggerated statement
that "Its rhetorical powsr fllled the world with admira-
tion . . » ."93 The popular reception of Macaulay's work
could not be refuted, although Blackwood's Bdinturgh
Nagagzine olaimed that the history was too English and
lacked references to the continent which were vital to
Inglish hiltory.w This fact did not deter the sales or
the reading of Macaulay's history, and, during the next
several years, copies were to be translated and published
in Polish, Danish, Swedish, Italian, French, Dutoh, Spanish,
Hungarian, Russian, Bohemian, and Persian, while in Germany,
six rival transiators were working on odltlona.” In his

91
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Magasine, w‘??&%%.%ﬁ&“‘* Gentleman's

92mypoaulay’ £ England,"® B4
Review, OV (Jamiary, 1B 3. Sueisnt.” he Elisbereh

93&&0. Ps k2,
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Journal entry of October 25, 1849, Masulay, in typical
Tashion, wrote about the favorable reviews gliven his history
by German, Amsriocan, and Frenoh reviewsrs; such comments,
he felt, adequately answered English oritios who claimed
that the history would have only losal merit.”C

No scontemporary of Macaulay seemed to read and
remain neutral toward the volumes of history. Friends,
relatives, and lay readers were 80 pleased with the work
that they were leoathe to oritioise Massulay bdesause of his
partiality or for his obvious 1m¢um1u.97 However,
professional oritics d4isplayed mixed attitudes toward the
history. From studies of oriticimms written by Macsulay's
oontemporaries, one consludes that most of his eritics were
initially favorable toward the history, but asz time passed
and a more studied opinion could de forthceming, the many
errors in the history were more dluntly noted,

John Morley sald that Macaunlay lacked a sense of
doom, and wxote that Macaulay eventually would be prized as
& *master of literary art,” but net as a histerian.’® It
wag his sontention that Macanlay's work would rade away

9., 1, 231
97 1b1d., 1, 380.
9 3ohn Morley, Critical Kiscellanies, p. 290.
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tecause of a lack of "presentiment of the eve," the feeling
of the difficulty and interests which will affect men

99 He held that lacaulay was guilty of providing

tomorrow.
the reader with only the remote past, and with nothing
better to equip men to face the present or the future. In
liorley's words, Hecaulay " ., . , seems hardly to have
dremed."mo
Macaulay's blographer, Trevelyan, wrote that
YKacaulay engaged in an astounding amount of resserch in
order to validate his statistioal information.10l 1e
visited sites of historical events, wrote mmercus letters
to churohmen, local magistrates, and elderly citizens who
he felt oould possibly eld him in his historical acoounting.,
Nevertheless, Blackwood's Edinburgh Yagazine even doubted
whether the books could be labeled as histories, although
they were very readable as narratives. This journalt's left-
handed compliment to Macaulay was that he drew his histor-
lcal characters as real men and women " , , . to be laved,

hated, feared, or denpiaod.'mz Blackwood's even ooncluded

Pma., ». 291,
19200, o1t

102u15ra Macaulay and Marlborough," Dlackwood's
Bdinburgh Magazine, LXXV (June, 1859), 661;
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that it was this striving for effest that lead to liacaulay's
untrustworthiness as historian. According to RBlackwood's,
Macaulay became s0 absorbed in character delineatlon that,
e o o documentas were suppressed or garbled, dates
traneposed, half sentences read as whole ones, wit-
negsses of the most infamous character paraded as
pure and unimpeachable, but the very gutters of Grud
Street and St, Giles's are raked for anonymous filth
of the foulest desoription to ocast on 893 unhappy
object of the wrath of the historian.l

The jJjournal felt that Macaulay was gullty of championing

and condemning the same ocharacter tralt, depending upon

which historical character he was describing. 3lackwood's

saw thls method as a serious falling in any historian,

whose duty they felt it was to " . . . mete out with unspar-
ing hand the judgment of posterity to all."lou This fallure
wag particularly distressing to his contemporary reviewers
in his treatment of William of Orange. In every case,
tacaulay upheld William and blamed Willlam's subordinates
for his fallures and cruelties. Jlackwoocd's felt that
acaulay was too partisan and stated that it was his fervia
attaciment to party traditions and principles that led him

105

to the historical errore which he created. Eventually,

103

104"Iozd Macaulay and the Massaore of Glencoe,"

Bleokwood's milnburgh Magazine, LXXXVI (July, 1859), 7.

10 -
S“Lord Macaulay and Dundee," Blackwood's Edinburgh
Yagazine, LIOOIVIII (fugnst, 1860), 155,
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thereafter, Rlackweod's, Gentlemsn's Megazine, and The
Bdinburgh Review all published a series of articles noting
the historical inaccuracies of Nacaulay's work. These
resctions, however, were, in varying degrees, condemning,
Blackwged's oriticims were constantly the most severe;
oriticimms in the Gentleman's Magazine were moderate; while
Ihe Binturgh Review was inclined to exouse Nacaulay for his
OXrrYors,

In issue after issus, Rlsckwoed's printed articles
blasting Nasaulay for his inacouracies, presenting studies
quoting Macsulay's Higtory as opposed $o more reliable
authorities and noting the exaggerations and discrepancies.
In a June, 18359 article, one finds:

He 18 beyond comparison the greatest master of
brilliant and unsorupnlous fietion thas has ever
sdorned the Wc or disgrased the literature
of England,l
The same artiocle also wrote:
e o o LOXd Macaulay is not to be Srusted either to
narrate facts ascurately, to stato evidense truly,
or award the Jjudgment of History with impartial-
The article's oulminating remark ohallenging Macaulay's

ability as historian was

106uzord Maocaulay and Narlboreugh,"
Bdinbursh Megasine, LXXV (June, 1859), 676,

107m. oit.

Blackwood's
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Ihe poison Iviaoaulay'f 8ccount of ¥Yarlborough is
spread far and wide,l0

In addition to his obvious glossing over of the character
of William of Orange, Blackwood's regretted Macaulay's
biased description of the Highlands., In an lssue printed
in August, 1859, it was stated that Maoaulay's treataent
of his own ancestors was libelous and produced only a
*scross urio-tnro'l'o’ of the Highland people. Here
Blaskwood's challenged Macaulay's seleoction of authorities,
aoccusing him of choosing unimown authorities (Richard Prank
and Willism Cleland) and ill-reputed antheorities, or which-
ever suited his purpose at the moment, The artiole went
8t11ll further in stating that all one needed to descride
the Highlands as Macaulay 414 was " , . . a volume of
contamporary lampoons, and bundle of politiocal sengs, or a
nemory in whioch such things are stored, and whioh may save
the trouble of refersnce,"il?

In atill other inatances, the article ascused
Macaulay of using as his historiocal seurce, Oldmixon, and
then, noting later in his history that Oldmixon was the

108100, o1t.

109v15yd Maocaulay and the Highlands of Scotland,®
Blackwood's Bdinburegh Magseine, LXXXVI (August, 1859), 162,

1101p34,, p. 174,
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i1 The article alseo

leapt trustworthy of all historians.
clained Macaulay's lack of humor and perception led him to
rmisinterpretation of what he had read.uz
In Angust, 1860, Blaskwood's wrote that Macaulay

would go to extremes to further his dramatio presentation
of history:s

It is painful to observe, and diffioult to believe,

the extent to which lord Macaulay has considered

L s e g e e e
The article chastized Macaulay for his faillure to make
necessary cerrections in future printings, It cites the
fact that a Professor Aytoun, a Claverhouse authority, had
challenged Macaulay on facts related to Claverhouse, but
that even though Macaulay admitted the errorz he made no
attempt to correct his account,11% 3lackwood's article
contained one last note on Macaulay's selection of author-

ities which was his constant referral to Wodrow, even

111
“Lord Maoaulay and Marlborough," Blackwood's
BAinburgh dagasine, LXXXV (June, 1859), 673.

11287574 Macaulay and the Highlands of Scotland,®
Blackwood's Bdinburgh Nagagine, LXXXVI (Angust, 1859), 169.

113w15rd Macaulay and Dundes,™ 's
Bdinburgh Magazine, LXGAVII (Angeat, 1658 T3s 2

13471p44,, p. 158.
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though Wodrow's History had been dencunsed by the Whig
party as “a colleotion of lies and groundless ntoriol.‘lls
The artiocle further stated that * , , , year after year,
sdition after edition, Lord Macaulay has given the trash
of Wodrow to the public, backed by his own high authore
1ty,»116 Blaskwood's accused Macaulay of having written
with preconceived notions, stating that Maocaulay first
decided upon his own view, then proceesded %o prove it,
frequently disregarding pages and pages of information in
his attempt to find one line which supported his point,
theredy resulting in quite a different aspect of history.

In Gentleman's Magazine, Macaulay is treated in a
more kindly manner, although his deplction of William Pemn
was challenged by the Jjournal. On the other hand, the
magazine partially defended Macaulay's handling of the Penn

117

episcde, stating that Masaulay had never said that Penn was

guilty of acocepting bribes, But that he had merely implied

18

this theory.}1® The article ended with the statement that

15114., p. 266,

126100, o1ty

117"I~Iacanlay * Blaokwood's Edinburgh Magazine,
LXXX (September, 1356), .

118mir, Macaulay and Willlam Penn,” Gent 'y
Kagazine, CXXXVI (July, 1850), 8.
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Macaulay was not Justified in using facts until they had
been proved, In a later issue, April, 1851, Gentleman's
notes that a new blography of William Penn had appeared in
whioch the author charged that Macaulay's faots were inacou-
rately 1ntorprotod.119

Earlier, in 1849, Macaulay had noted in his journal
that the Scclety of Friends had taken iesue with his treat-
ment of William Penn in chapters five and o:.sht.uo How~
ever, according to Macsulay, he had successfully defended
his statements and the affair ended pleasantly.i?! 1n 1857,
Macaulay added a footnote to his history which supported
his position upon the William Pern aoccount., Macaulay was
thoroughly satisfied with his own accounting of the affair
and concluded the footnote as follows:

Such is the evidenoe on one side, I sa not

has been produced on the other (1857).188

To further indicate the tampered treatment of
Macaulay's History by Gentleman'’s Magsazine is the statement
printed in February, 1856, that even though some of

119wy, Macaulay and Willism Penn," Gentlemmn's
Magazine, (April, 1851), 3%4, ’

120rrevelyan, gp. sit., II, 218,
121100, oit.
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Nacaulay’s judgments would undoubtedly prove false, the
book would, nevertheless, stand as

e + o & noble example of authorship, a triumphant

vindisation of the necessity of the Revolution,

and a demonstration of tge Justice of the prinsiples

on which it proceeded, 12
This artiole concluded that the book's greatest shortoomings
lay in the fact that Macaulay was given to too much elabora-
tion, that he was striving too strenuocusly to oreate an
ofrect, 12

when The BEdinburgh Review reviewsd Macaulay's

Histery, in July, 1849, they ocould note only one fault:
the danger of being caxried away by desoription ® , , . were
it not tempered and chastised in cur author by a logical
head, an acourate memory, and an instinctive love for fair
play.*1?5 ynhen Blackwood's Bdinburgh Magasine noted five
specific themes in error, the Duke of Marlborough, the
massacre of GClenoce, the Highlands of Ssotland, Viscount
Dundees, and Willism Pern, The BEdinburgh Review answered the

magazine by asking whether a man writing of fifteen years

123vyasaulay’s %#ﬁ f England,* Gentleman's
Magazine, (PFPebruary, 1856), 8?— !

124100, oft.

125y
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of great events is not to be permitted a toasual® ulip.126

Noted English men of letters alsoc expressed opinlons
on the History. An ssqualntance and sometimes friend of
Macaulay, Thomas Carlyle, came intc this discussion. The
attitudes of the two men were vastly different, Carlyle
thought Masaulay too materialistic, too much the Whig, and
claimed that this attitude was evident in the history. He
expressed Turther dilsappointment in the history, because
Masaulay had vioclated the idea that histories should be
written about hmu.lz? Accoxrding to Carlyle, the books
lacked substance; they were clear, definite and pleasant
reading but lacked challense.l2® e also viewed Macaulay
as a "Whig Evangelist® with actually no story to tell of a
period that did not need telling.l2?? This attitude did not
prevall in all of Carlyle's writing, for, at times, he
thought Maocaulay had tremendous literary capacity. VWhen
onoe asked who was at the head of English literature,
Carlyle answersd that Macaulay undoubtedly was. ?? rFrom an

126uyqoaulay's (FLfth Volume),*
The Biinburgh Review, Cmtgéor, ), 288,

1278, c. Beatty, "Macsulay snd Carlyle," PQ,
XVIII (January, 1939), 31,

12Bpgyid Alec Wilson, Carlyle $o Threescore-and-Ten,
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129100, oit.
13%Dav1d Alec Wilson, Carlyle at His Zenith, p. 36.
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entry in his Journal on January 6, 1849, one assumes that
Carlyle thought better of the history upon first perusual:

How admirable they are-~-full of generous impulses,

judiecial impertiality, wide research, deep thought,

ploturesque desoription, and sulf,inod eloquencet

Was history ever better written?
Noxr was this the only favorable oriticisa offered the publilo
when Massulay's History appeared. The suthorities cited
above also praised the merits of Macaulay's socounting, as
well as condemned the fanlts of his historical narrative.
In one area, all oritios seemed to agree~-NMacanlay was the
naster of eloguent styles his rhetorie left the reader
sagerly antiocipating the next narrative, the next saperd
character desoriptien. The Edinburzh Review presented the
ultinate compliment to Macaulay in printing the following
ascount on July, 1849:

In his general view of the history of these times,

we have nothing to condemn or to suggest., It seeus

to us, from first to last, fresh, coherent, and

trne.iBZ
Indeed, Macaulay's ocharacter delineations impressed all
resders, for he had the skill to make historiocal personal-
ities seem to live once again., Gentlemen's liagazine
referred to his oharacter desoriptions as ooming from “the

131Quotad in Trevelyan, II, 172,

132uy land , " §
g__;_gxcm:; 9)'!3.;3.&12!&&__. The Edinburgh
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canvass of ﬂnnanlny,'133 suggesting his exceptional ablility
as a verbal painter,

Blackwood's also acknowledged the power of
Macaulay's descoriptive narrative, This magazine’s praise
for his piloture-making abilities was expressed as follows:

No one else has ever written history in a style so
Clear and luminouss no one before him has ever
disclosed to us so brilliant and animated a pancrana,
80 lifelike a presentation of the past,l
In this article of August, 1856, it was further explained
that Macaulay's work could be judged only as art and not
a8 history, However, it concluded that as art it failed
because it lacked 'hcart.'135 The feelings and emotions of
the artist were lacking and the narratives were merely
"stylized vignettes." Onoe again, it wuld seez that
Macaulay's worship of style got in the way of his historiecal
ascounting. Blackwood's save Macaulay full oredit for power,
research, and vast knowledge which were combined to sapture

the reader with a magical 1nr1uoneo,136 but which ocould

133
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also trap the unwary reader into accepting : acaulay's
acoounts as authoritative truths, Although lacaulay's work
may have lacked "heart," the critics gave him credit for
being exceptionally learned in both modern and ancient
1ore.137 They were aware of the fact that his dackground
had encompassed both poetry and prose of English and eonti-
nental history, possibly accounting for the skill that
Blackwood's sald was "imbued with the soul of poctry.“138
This poetical abllity Blackwood's compared with the ability
of Alexander Pope, calling Macaulay “the Pops of English
prose," asserting that Macaulay®'s art of abbreviation,
presenting two facts in a single line, made his work
reminescent of Pope.139
Although there was apparently much to disapprove

and much with which to differ in Macaulay's work, the
following excerpt appeared:

+ o « We are heartily rejoloed to think that a astory

80 brilliant, lifelike, and vivid, a ochroniole so

dignified and able, should mirror forth to the publie

of England the beginning of the modern era of

national history--the groundwork and the foundsfkgn-
of the liberties and blessinge of our own time,

137wy ‘s £ ," Blackwood'
B\nburgh Hagazine, LxV (Beily TB:53- 387 2ot
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A oritic in Gentleman's Magazine echoed the sentiment in
this way:
The beok has , « « taken its stand as a classic,
altheough ., + . in point of autherity it falls as
far below many well-known works which treat of
the same pui » 88 At rises above thea in
fasoinatioen,

While Masaulay expressed some concern as %o the
reception of the Jistory, his buoyant, eptimistic attitude
quiokly dispelled these fears, As early as 1833, he had
nade this prophetic statement to his sister, Hammah:

We see in our own time that the books written by
puablics men of note are sgzuuy rated at more
than their walue « + « o

When advised of the oritieimm in some of the lead-
ing publications, plackweod’s partiocularly, Macaulay's
defense was to label sush writing as "trash.”'¥3 e notea
that the Blackwood's oritics had always held a "pronounced
hostility® toward him for pelitical ressens.l™ carlyle‘s
oritiocim was not effestive as far as NHasaulay was conocerned,

because he felt Carlyle was "muddle-headed” mmny.““

Hlagpy . . CCVIIX
(Pebruary, 1860).“‘51 z: gentieman’s Nagaszine,
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In referance to the oriticiam of his elaborate
handling of mimite detalls, Macaulay wrote:
Some peocple may imagine that I infer too much from
slight indleations; but no one who has not soaked
his mind with the transitery }gtcratur. of the day
is really entitled to judge,.l
One wonders at the attitude of a man interested in history
recoxding who could make the fellowing Jjournal entry: "I
found one serious mistake in mny 'History.' I wonder
whether anybody else will f£ind it out."1#7 tnmere are no
recoxded journal entries whieh indicate that he sorrecsted
fature printings., At another time, Macaulay wrote to his
sistex:
By aocuracy as to faots . « . I owe to a omuse whioh
ANy men would not confess, It is due to mny love of
castlebillding., The p.c!bél, in ny mind, soon oon-
structed into a romance,
With such an attitude toward history writing, Naosulay
could no longer be disturbed by the Jjibes of a few critics.
After reviewing his first edition, NMasanlay wxrote: * , , .
when I look up any part, and read 1t, I ocan not bdut see
that 1t is better than the other works on the same sub-

Joot.'lug However, Macaulay felt this self-assurance was

1%6rrevelyan, gp. sit., II, 197.
1971p4d., 11, 32,
481p1a,, 1, 172.
1491p1a., 11, 267,
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scant oomfort, since the other historians of the period,
Smollett, Kennets, Somerville, Ralph, Belsham, lord
Dungannon, he thewght to be exseedingly dull,l®0

How 414 Nasaulay view the role of historian that

he could hold sush an egetistical attitude towarxd his owm
history and regard so lightly serieus sritioiss dy his
peers? As the evidence shows, he had astually laid the
ground work for his history at a very early time in his
career, In addition to a period of intensive and extensive
reading, he had published essays as early as 1828, ocutlining
the historian's role as he interpreted 1t.151 In the essay,
*Eallam,* published in September, 1828,152 ng 1amented the
faot that there were " , . . good historical romances and
good historioal oaanyag'ls, but as yet, no one had seen fit
to weld the two into a truly worthwhile histery. He saw
histery as "a compound of poetry and phllelo,h’!'is“

To make the past present, to bring the distant near,

to plase us in the sool of a great man or on the

eminence which overlooks the field of a mighty battle,

to invest with the reality of lnman flesh and dlood
beings whom we are too much inclined to consider as

150 00, o1t.
15%goaulay, gp. 94t., XI, 239.
152100, oit.
153000, sit.
154108, oit.
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personified qualities in an allegory, to call up our
amnton before us with all their peculiarities of

naxmers, and garbj to show us over thelr
hmuu. &o seat us at their tadbles, to rummage their
old-fashioned wardrobes, toc explain the uses of their
pendereus furaniture, these parts of the duty whioh
preparly belengs to the histerian have been appro-
priated by the historical novelisS, On the other
hand, to extraot the philosophy of tu.mﬂ. to direct
our judgnent ef events and m te trace the oonnec-
tion of causes and effects, $0 draw from the
osourrenses of former times general lessons of moral
and political wisdonm hu ome the business of a
distinet olass of writers,155

Macaulay wrote in the essay, "History," that this graphioc
side of histery sould best be shown in miniature,l56 He
would consider no detall too insignificant if it coentri-
buted to the presentation of the whole illustration, It
was to be a matter of careful selestion and rejection as to
whioh detalils aid the telling of historical truth, His
vast store of Imowledge corved him in good stead, hers,

and he frequently broke the narrative to give the reader
glimpses of every detall surrounding the main stream of his
story. Detail was added to detall until the most insig-
nificant event bhocane a complicated exeroise in style
writing. Frequently, in the height of action, he still
employed the style. In his saccounting of the london riots,
his additions are particularly evident:

1551034., XI, 239-240,
56mpad., X1, 233
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So At was now in london., When the night, the longest

night, as it shanced of the year approasched, forth

osme Y every den of vice, from the bear-garden

at Hookley, and from the labyrinth of tippling-houses

and brothels in the Friars, thousands of heuse-dreakers

and highwaymen, ocut-purses and ring-droppers. With

these were mingled thousands of idle Apprm;”u. who

wished merely for the excitement of a riot,
In shapter V, during the exclting narrative of the death of
Mommouth, Macanlay displayed another superb exampls of his
uge of minature. He wrote of Mommouth's burial at sSt,
Peter's Chapsl, and Yroke into the narrative thus: "In
truth there ig no sadder spot on the earth than that 1little
cemetery., »158 then, he proceedsd to write of the many
unfortunates buried in this place, He concluded the
description with a typical Maoaulay truism: "Sush was the
dust with which the dust of Mormeuth mingled."15? arter
one and a half pages of similar detail, he returned to the
narrative,

Continuing with his definition of the historian's

role, Macaulay stated in the "History™ essay that the best
historians, even of modern times, had become too abstract,

permitting their truths to be distorted by their reascn.l®?

157 34., IV, 268-269.
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He believed that had they but employed imagination this
disaster could possidly have been avoided, Throughout his
history, Macaulay never failed on this point. Imagination
held full sway; deep, thought-provoking questions never
encumbered his narrative or challenged his reader, With so
active an imagination, he frequently interspersed his
narrative with direst quotations attributed to historiocal
personages., Some of these passages he credited to various
histerical sources; while others, truly the more entertain-
ing, he never bothered to verify, He freguently would delve
inte the very thoughts of men and inoclude his concept of
them in the account. For esxampls, while telling of
James I1%s most trying times, he wrote:

A new light flashed on the mind of the unhappy King,
He thoufgf that he understood why he had been pressed

® o e o

This passage 1s typiocal of the method of historical freedom
which Macaulay employed.

The outline of the historian's duty, which Maocaulay
conceived quite early in his ocareer, was never abandoned.
Throughout his own vast historiocal aococuntings, he held to
the notion that history should be ploturesque and oconorete,
never logical and abstrast. The Juarterly Heview stated:

1611p14., 1V, 119,
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By some peculiarity of his mental constitution he
was also singularly impatient of uncertainity: 162
e » « hoe ixried into dogmatimm to escape doubts,
Macaulay never accepted the fact that there were some
classes of thought on which certainties were unattainable.
Naocsulay wrote that to present both sides of an
issue served no purpose. He felt one was far mors jJustified
in portraying emphatiocally one distinet point of view, and
insisted that this method was the only way to be conerete.
He explained that if he were to maintain sush a thought,
his history would also have to be partisan, Mecaulay, there-
fore, elected to make his history the champion of England's
csuse and, partioularly, of the Whig party. Earlier he had
written that the Whig story must be told, and he delieved
that he was the one to tell 18,163 Nacaulay's attitudes
ware not unique but were the attitudes of the majority of
the middle class. The sslf-cenfidence and patriotism of
Macaulay acstually represented the natienal thinking of his
w.*“ Maoaulay®'s sdvantage was his desive and abllity to
impart these attitudes to others through writing, It is
not the purpose of this study to draw parallels between

162upgvien - The of iozd Hsssulay. Complete.
Edited hy his sister, Lady Trevelyan," Quarterly
m,hgmv (April, 1868), 2, v e
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contemporary Whig attitudes and the political attitudes to
be found in Macanlay's history. However, this aspect cannot
be completely ignored as it resulted in much of Nacaulay's
biased reporting to whioh his oritiocs objected, MNascaulay's
belief in the superiority of medern England is too evident
in the history %o be ignored and is very typical of Whig
thinking, This lauding of present-day oonditions in view
of past conditions seemmed to be one of Maocanlay's aims, The
famed third ehapter is one of mmerous examples of
Macsulay's efforts " , ., . to depreciate the moral and
sooial cendition of the sountry of that day . o . o165
However, throughout this ochapter, evidence of Macaulay's
laok of perception and his misuse of aunthorities abounds,
Macaulay failed to recognige that many of the evils which
he oited as belonging to the era of 1600 were still in
evidense in 1840, The topics of the destruction of toll-
gates, flooding of roads, murmuring against turnpikes he
treated as dissdvantages only of 1670, %% Kesaulay
impressed upon his reader that the contemporary inorease in
size of the English towns was a mark of progress, olting,
azain and again, cities that hed grown from mmall villages

165mr, Nasaulay? agﬁgq g %m,.'
Quartexrly m:m LXXXIV 7! ) . e
1“&;. Pe 585,
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into thriving, busy metropolitan senters, but falling to
recognize the superflucusness of these desoriptions when
population growth hed inoreased from five and a half
m11lions in 1670 to sixteen milllens in 1840,167 He eaw
every sondition of Vieterian life as a decilded advantage
over thosme in the late 1600's, For exammple, he described
garret living ef his day as being superior to the rieh
11ving of 1685515% ne desorived the travel modes of his day
as unbelievable in 16695257 he dessrided the village of his
day as owmning books supsrior te those possessed by the
early English schelarly ohurchman.!’? The very charscter of
the English people, Masaulay neted, had changed, He felt
that the people of his day were wiser, kinder, more sensi-
tive, than the early Englistman.l”! podern visterian
England he saw as having undergene a moral change which
resulted in a truly gloriocus ago.“"" While he oredited
part of the better life to chemistry and science, he also
felt that part of the good life should be oredited to

167m34., ». 583,

168yaoaulay, gp. 9i$., II, 16-17.
169&&-- 11, bb-S8,

1701v44., 11, 69-70.

1731p34., II, 105-106.
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" + + » the progress the nation has made in good asense,
Justice, and hmnity.'ln Obviously, to Macaulay, this
better existence could have resulted only from the revolu-
tion and the destruotion of the powerful monarchy, further
evidence of his Whig thinking.

When the Englisiman became an islander in every
respect, then his greatness begani Nacaulay would not
consede any superior traits to the continental influenses. ™
His sense of nationalimm was absolute, He wrote that the
true Englishmen, who appeared around the thirteenth century,
were * , , . & people inferior to none existing in the
world,*}75 He eontimued with * . ., ., English thinkers
aspired to Imow, or dared to doudbs, where bigots had been
content %o wonder and to believe.*i7® me medicority of
thinking of the great middle olawss, which he chose %0 Jjoin,
held sway throughout his history where he eulogized their
naterialistic view of progress, To Nasaulay and his
followers, progress sould be measured in the comfort of
irms and of travel, After a visit to the Great Exhibition
of 1851, the epitome of his middle class thinking, he wrote:

173&.. 1I, 127.
174 1p3d., I, 19.

1752034+ I, 20
1761m4a,, I, 23.



L8
I never knew a sight whioch extorted from all ages,
oclasses, and nations such unanimous and genmuine
aduiration., I falt a glow of elogquence , . » og”
on me from the nere effect of the place . . + «
He went on %0 recoxd:

England 18 so great that an Engliskman cares little
what others think of her, or how they talk of her.178

It was this nationalistic attitude which Maocsulay evidently
wished to present in the history, an attitude which was
also exemplified in the Whig party:

I look with pride on all that the Whigs have done

foxr the cause of mman freedom and of mman happi~

ness, I sse them now, hard pressed, struggling

with di%tcutlu, but still fighting the goed

ﬂ.ght-
This struggle, of course, was non=violent, for Macaulay's
pansoes was the "noiseless-revolution theory."180 He felt
that Bngland had achieved its groatness through * , , .,
patiensce, liberty, reason, and constitutional legisla-
tion,*181

However, on perusual of the History, one sees a

greater raason for Macaulay's conssious distertion of facts
177
Trevelyan, gp. gis., II, 20.
1781v44., 11, 228,
1791m4., 11, 60,

180y1111em 8. Kniokexrbdosker,"Suet with No Plums,®
The 3ewanee Review Suaxterly, XLVII (April, 1939), 248,

%100, a1t.
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than that of the mere glossing-over of the Whiy party.
He knew that if he were to present a readable, popular
history, it would have to be entertainingj he also knew
that a mere recording of fasts was not entertaining, Sinoe
Hacaulay was not a profound thinker and did net have intul-
tive powers of perception, the only choice was to appeal to
the reader through style, Effect became " , . , his ain,
his end, his principle, his condition and oriterion of
meon.'mg To assure himself the following of readers
of novels, he inew his account must be passionate and
emotional, He could not afford to be neutral toward either
charsoters or events, Upon reading only a few chapters of
the history, one ocan olearly distinguish betwsen Hacaulay's
heroes and Maocaulay's villains, His vocabulary and vitu-
perative powers were astounding in the charaster delinea-
tions of oculprite in early iEnglish history., Terms like
"audasity,” "depravity,” "barbarous,” "infamy,” and "wicked"
would appear in the space of a single page of charaster
dourlptlen.ma Apparently these vivid pertrayals were
written only for effest and without malice, as several

182,
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oritics of Macaulay desoribed him as a kingly, generous,
person who hated oppression and 1nJu-tioo.m“ In contrast,
when desoribing William of Orange, Macaulay*'s hero, every
attribute of the princely deing was bestowed upon this man
in a most extravagant, unbelievable nanner. The following
is evidenos of his intemperate style:

The place which Willism , . . cooupies in the
history of England and of mankind is so great that

1t may de desiradble to portray with some minuteness
the linessments of his ocharsoter,

¢ & & @& & & & 2 & & & ¢ ¢ ¢ & 9 ¢ & & & 6 & & ¢ 0

Nature had largely endowed vulﬂg with the
qualities of a great riler « » o ++°

Despite his repeated desoription of himself with the phrase
*impartial historian,” his ascounting of histerical person-
ages is not evidensce of impartial histery writing.

That Macaulay®s desire to oreate an effect ensnared
his pen and led him inte making repsated inascuracies is
obvious, His straining for verbal effeot frequently caused
him to lose the point of his desoription. He was led to
writing in truisas and epithets., His ascount of the Battle
of lLondon abounds in such style: "It semmed that all was

- 184..%: Worke of Maasulay.Complete, m1g-d by his
sister, Lady evelyan mm mn, XXIV
(April: 1868), 288, " Te

185yaoaulny, op. git., III, 186-187,
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over."186 w111 was haves and confusion."187 mumidst the

»188 "It was only on such oocoasions

rout and uUproar, ¢« ¢+ o o
as this that the whole greatness of Willism®s character
appurod.'“’ NMany fell on his right hand and on his
lort."“o This style is retained throughout several pages
of the battle descoription. Although thase oratorioal
devices exeite tho lay reader, an in-depth rsader of history
fosls burdened with the Gothio treataent of even ordinary
events in histery. An author of a review in The Quarterly
Bayiex of April, 1868, stated that Macaulay's work * , . .
macked strongly of the showman and the anotioneer, »191
The artiocle noted alseo:d

Give lord Masaulay an insulated fact or phrase, a

soxap of a journal, or the tag end of a song, and

on 1t, by the adused prerogative of genius, he

would eonstruct a Sheory of natienal or personal

character whioch should oonrﬁ undying glexy or

inflict indelible disgrase,’i¥?

80 engressed was Nacaulay in writing an entertain-

ing history that he treated it almost like a romance,

1861p44., VIII, 224.
1871v34., vIII, 225.
188100, sat.
1%9L0e, eas.
1901p1a., vIII, 226,

191’ mx ’f :
igter, Lady "Ii!"‘ M
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actually presenting a style more like that of the novelist
than that of the historian. The Quarterly Heview asserted
that VMacaulay's design wvas ®* , , . the example and the
success of the author of !g;g;};,'lg’ The history contains
passages of beauty and variety which one rarely expects to
find or does fird in history writing,

Although behind many of the faotua:l distortions lay
Madaulay's desire to vindicate the Whig party. still greater
was his dosire to present a popular history. One contem-
porary critio wrotes

The oconception of the History was bold, and so far
as availing himself, like other nevelists, of the
fashion of the day &o produce a popular and profit-

able effect e experiment has been eminently
suoccessful,

-

193 .
Quarberly Beview, LXOV MasehLfels)gipels” e
19%1p4d., p. 552.



CHAPTZR III

MACAULAY'S LITERARY CONTRIBUTION
THROUGH HIS HISTORY

If Masaulay'’s ains, as sited, were to tell the
history of England with due justice to the Whig party and to
relate it in moh a manner as to be exoeedingly popular,
thers is no doudt that he succeeded deyond even his egotis-
tical expectations, Considering She first premise, Macaulay
444 present the Whig party in histery, albeit, from a
prejudiced, warped point of view, but nevertheless, with a
distinot party view, His * , . ., over-admiration for Whig
greatness, over-lsniensy to Whig faults ., , ." are every-
where in evidence.l95 He was prone to labeling anything
a8 bigoted, intelerant, shameless, or eruel by the compre-
hensive title of Tory. When not directly stated, the
implication was, nevertheless, very peinted, In contrast,
evary trait to be admired was acoredited to the Whigs, quite
dirsotly. Macaulay felt strongly that the Whigs part in
the history of England had to be told. It is unfortunate
from the standpoint of historical sscounting that he
allowed his overconfidence in the times in which he lived

195upeview - Nas . "
Gentleman®s m;:gg_, (H::olg img' Baland,
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to overshadow his sense of accurascy., The man was such a
firm part of the middle class in thought and action that he
was actually unaware of provecative theught trends of the
really great minds eof his ocontemporaries. He falled to
realize that many of the faults of men and nations recounted
in his history were still present during his own day. He
was too firmly convinsced of the pregressive improvement in
England to be realistioc, The muperiority of the morality
of the English seldier,19® the supertority of present-day
legislators,197 the superiority of the morals of the
Englishmen as opposed to those on the continent,198 ¢he
very superiority of England in every way led him into gross
exaggerations, These attitudes also led him into the too
obvious premise of the muperiority of the dvleocdless revelu-
tien as a panasea. The contrast of England before the
Revolution with England after the Rewvolution is toe sharp,
Here, his oratorical gift overwhelmed the reader with the
dolptubli eondition of early England., PFew could read
these accounts and remain neutral conserning the glories
of progyess, In his Jjournals were ssveral comaents related

19&»&1&1, -3 -1 m.’ I, 22,
197 ., 11, 207,
198&&0' I’ m.
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to the material progress of England whioh he found so
commendable, In a letter (1850), Macaulay wrote:

e s s the last twenty-five years , . . have witneased
the greatest pregress ever nade in physical seience
-~-the greatest ;;ecorha ever ashieved Ly man over
matter « o« o 01
HEis extreme pleasure with England's pregress reached its
elimax with She 1851 Exhibitien., He felt the Exhibition
exseeded anything ever preoduced even by the m‘zoo
This Exhidition will long de remembered as a
singularly happy year, of pease, plenty, good
feeling, imweent pluur,b national zlory of
the bn% and purest sort, 1
His history, then, became & means of preparing the people
for the proper acceptance of the greatness of their age,
It enabled them to see the baseneas of England prior to the
*noiseless revolution," and then, the greatness to which
the country aspired under the leadership of the Whigs.
Sinoe people constantly strive to vindicate their
beliefs and actions, Maoaulay's history afferded oomfort
to the middle olass reader, The glessing of mistakes,
the discovery of the advantages in each catastrophe, even

in the londeon fire in 1666, gave one a fine sense of

199rrevelyan, gp. git., II, 222,
2ooml’ II’ 3‘58.
2011p14,, 11, 183,
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security in his a.guzoz

England?'s glory is a record of progress through
an unending series of Justifiable concessions to
the inevitable when threatened catastrophes were
averted, when strategio cochesions of warring
partisans resulted in a temporary political calm
only to result in swiftly sudsequent repulsions
whieh p the oconditions for another political
01’1.1.020

Such popularity of idea coupled with pepularity of author

insures a large measure of sucoess for any book, The first
two volumes of The Higtory of Engisnd sold 13,000 ocoples
in four months, and in 1855 when velumes three and four
appeared, more than 26,500 oeﬁiu were sold within six
weeks.20* Thus, the author who wished to supplant novels
with histories acocomplished his feat,

The histories brought ferth much comment, favorable
and unfavorable, In seme instances, Masanlay sought to
defend himself; at other times, he ignored charges, A
typical Nasaulay answer to oritics was the following:

e o » She place of books in the pudlic estimation
is fixed, net by what is written about tham, but

by what is written in thems and the author whose

works are likely to live is very unwise if he

stoops to m%s with detractors whose works are
certain to die.205

2024acanlay, g@p. 0it., II, 91-92.
203knickerbocker, gp. 9it., P 247,
20%uacaulay, gp. Sits, I, xi-xii,
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Az to the workes themselves, it ie the opinion of
this writer that they possess a grace and charm of style
which i¢ remarkable, The elocuence of prrese, the vivid-
nees of detall beggars apt desoription, Historical charao-
ters seem to spring alive; countrysides take on very real
hues and conbours when VMasaulay describes them, However,
the prejudioce and insoccurscies cammot be ignored, Even for
the non-student of history, these fallings can be recognized
as the volumes are read, Here, too, Kacaulsy hal an answer:

The practice of distorting narrative into a conformity
with theory is a vice not so unfaverable as at first
sight 1t2%gy appear to the interest e¢f political
soience,

Though the reader is aware of gross error in faot,
when he is caught up by the narrative, these asrrors do not
seem to matter, The reading of NMacaulay's history is like
novel readingi the piotures follow quickly one after another,
detall heaped upon detall. Few resders can fail to respond
to the narratives of Mommouth's abortive invasion, Allice
Lisle's trial, John Erown's destruction, and many, many
more similar acoounts,

In literary studies, Nacaulay’s histories sheuld
not be by-passed, In historical studies, it would be most
unwise to consider Masaulay an suthority. There are no

206!.0“1”' W m.. X1, 227,



angwers in Macaulay's historys there are only pilcturss,

but very eloquent pictures.
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