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OHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

There has been a rapld increase in graduate enrollment
during recent years throughout the entire country. This
inerease has been particularly large on the master's level.
While nearly all graduate areas of concentration have evi-
denced growing enrollments, education has shown the greatest
increase.

Accompanying this growth in graduate enrollment has
been a growing amount of literature concerned with graduate
education. As Berelson sald in commenting upon the literature
pertaining to graduate education in the United States, "the
assumptions have been various; the values ambiguous or !.n
conflict; and the facts alleged, contradictory, scanty, or
altogether llmmt."‘l

It would seem logical, therefore, that the first step
in evaluating a program of graduate study be the reporting
of facts concerning the characteristics of graduates of that
prograne

Eew
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I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It was the purpose of this
ptudy to determine the characteristics of graduates who

received the master's degree from Ksnsas State Teachers
College, Emporia, in 1961,
The following questions were answered in this project:

(1) What were the general characteristics of the
graduates according to marital status, sex,
age, and number recelving fellowships and
assistantships?

(2) What percentage of the graduates received the
master's degree in each of the graduate majors
or departments?

(3) What was the average length of time taken by
the graduates tc complete the master's degree?

(4) How meny graduates completed the master's degree
in a major area of concentration different
from their undergraduate major? In which
ma)ors was this change greatest?

(5) What percentage of graduates transferred
graduate hours from some other institution?
How many of the gradustes recelved credlt
through extension courses offered by Kansas
State Teachers College?

(6) In what manner did graduates earn oredit while
attending the campus faclilltles of Kansas State
Teachers College? How many earned oredit

h summer school, part-time work, and
full-time work?

(7) What was the undergraduste cumulative grade

point average of the graduates? Which graduate
major ranked highest in undergraduate work?
Which ranked lowest?



(8) What were the undergraduate origins of the
graduates of 19617 How many recelved thelr
baccalaureate degrees in Kansas? How many
were graduated from Kansas State Teachers
College? How many states and countries were
represented in the graduating group?

(9) What were the percentile rankings of the
graduates on the Graduate Record Ezamination?

(10) How many of the graduates completed theses? How
many wrote research problems? Which graduate
najor produced the highest percentage of
theses? How did the graduate majors rank in
percentage of theses and graduate problems
completed?

(11) What percentage of the graduates were resldents
of Kansas? What percentage of the graduates
remained in Kansas after recelving the master's
degree? What percentage of those remaining in
Eansas were employed in education after
recelving the master's degree?

{(12) In what positions were the graduates hired after
completing the degree? Were these positions in
the same area as the graduates® major area of
concentration?

(13) How many of the graduates changed jobs after
receiving the master's degree? Was this change
brought about as & direect result of obtalning
the master's degree?

(14) How many graduntes recelved an increase in pay as
a direct result of recelving the master's
degree? What was the comparisen between those
changing jobe and recelving an inerease in pay
and those not changing jJobs and receiving an
increase in pay?

(15) What was the average number of years experience in
edueation of the graduates? ¥Which major had the
giﬁhnng average number of years and which the

owest
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Importance of the study. Although much information is
avalilable on students enrolled in the graduate program at

Kanssas State Teachers College, Emporia, this information has
never been compiled and made meaningful through a research
gtudy of a specific group of graduates,

‘It is hoped that this study will prove helpful in
evaluating graduate policies both now and in the future. It
may also prove helpful to those students and thelr advisers
who are plamning graduate programs,.

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Graduates. The use of thlis temm refers to persoms who
recelved the degree, Master of Science, or the degree, Master
of Arts, from Yansas State Teachers College in 1961 unless

specific reference defines it in some other manner.

Grade point eyerage. The numerical average of grades
recelved by graduates was computed by assigning four points

for each semester hour of A, three polnts for each semester
hour of B, two points for each semester hour of C, one point
for each semester hour of D, and zero polnts for each semester
hour of P, After all points had been added, the total was
divided by the mumber of hours represented in the total polnts

to arrive at the grade point average.



Salary. Money recelved by graduates for their full-
time regular employment not inecluding money received from
part=time or summer employment will denote salary throughout
this study.

Fellowship. This temm will refer to money recelved
by greduates while students in the graduate program for which

no work has been done.

Agsistantship. This term will refer to money received
by graduates while students in the graduate program for which
work or service has been exchanged.

Major. This term wlll refer to the fleld of study in
which the master's degree was received., Other interchangeable
terms used throughout this report will ineclude: area of con-
centration, field of speclalizatlon, graduate area, and

graduate fleld.

Iransferred credits. The number of semester hours of
graduate credit transferred from other colleges and univers

sitles and accepted by the degree-conferring institutions
as applicable toward degree requirements shall be referred to
as transfer credits.



III. THE PROCEDURE AND SOURCES

Sources of data. The data for the study were obtained
from the files of the Graduate Office, Placement Office, and
Office of Admiesions and Records at Kansas State Teachers
College, and through & questionneire sent to the graduates
ineluded in the study.

The grafuates recelving master's degrees in 1961 were
chosen for this study because 1t was felt more complete data
would be available, including recent addresses of the grade
uates, than for earlier graduating classes,

The names of those recelving the master's degree in
1961 were obtained from the Graduate 0ffice. Most addresses
vere obtained from the Placement Office with some addresses
fron Graduate Office records. Addresses not obtained in
either of these offices were sought from the graduate's
adviser and finally from his home address,

The Graduate Office malntains a record in the form of
a folder on each graduste recelving a master's degree. Much
of the information used in this study was obtained from this
folder. The folder contains an application to graduate study,
undergraduate transcript, eligibility card from the department
of his graduate major, candldacy card, Graduate Record Exame
ination scores, program of study, degree applicatlion, and any
correspondence the Graduate Office had with that person. Degree
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cards on file in the Graduate 0ffice contained information on

theses and problems completed. Greduate transcripts were
used in the 0ffice of Admissions and Records to obtaln course
work inforwsation, method by which hours were earned, and the
beginning date of graduate study.

Information not obtained from elther the Graduate
Office or Office of Admissions and Records was sought in a
questlonnaire sent to the graduates inm March, 1962, A second
questionnaire was sent in April, 1962, to those graduates not
returning the first form. Final tabulation of returns
accounted for 223 or 88 per cent of the graduates.

Relimitations. This study 1s concermed only with the
reporting of data on the characteristics of graduates

receiving the master's degree from Kansas State Teachers
Oollege in 1961. VWhile some conclusions may be drewn from
deta presented in this report, the basic value 1s in the des-
eription of the characteristics of the graduates comprising
thls study.

IV. ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

The remainder of this report is concerned with
information relating to characteristies of graduates receiving
edvanced degrees throughout the country and Kansag State
Teachers College graduates recelving the masterts degree in



1961. Chapter II reviews studles and literature related to
various characterlstics of graduates, Chapter III presents
the answers to the questions raised in Chapter I and presents
other lnformation related to the characteristlics of graduates
of the master's program at Kansas State Teachers College,
Emporia, Chapter IV presents a summary and topics for further
study., A copy of the questionnaire and letters used in this
study are ineluded in the Appendix.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

¥While much hes been wrltten about graduate education
recently, most of the literature has been concerned with
curriculum evaluation and graduate study on the doctoral
level. Because this report is concerned primarily with
characterlistics of graduates, only literature dealing with
this aspect of graduate education will bde reported in this
reviewv.

Graduate enrollment, gemeral. The granting of
edvanced degrees, particularly on the master's level,
increased 1n the United States for the five consecutive years
prior to 1959 to a recoxrd Mgh.z There were 69,497 master's
degrees, up nearly 5,000 over 1958, awarded in this country
during the twelve-month period ending June, 1959..3

According to a report covering 578 institutions in the
summer and fall of 1955, 251,000 graduate students were
enrolled in graduate programs. Of this number, 164,000 were

zh e E. Tolliver and Justin C, Lewls %ﬂ amn
m United States Offlce of miu on, Cire
r ont Government Printing Office, 1961),
Pe 2.

3m1.. De 1,
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enrolled in schools or departments not offering the Ph.D.
dogrn.“

In the school year 1958-59, males received 68.1 per
cent of master's degrees awarded mumuy.5 0f the 582
institutions conferring these degrees, 58.1 per cent were
publicly controlled. Publiely controlled institutions
recorded a 6.3 per cent average annual increase of total
master's degrees granted for five conseoutive years prior to
1959.°

Total enrollment on the master's level of the graduate
program at Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, was 2,973
for the year ending August 1961, This was an increase of
approximately 17 per cent over 1960 figures for the same

period of tilc.T

Zinanclal gld for graduate students. Mattingly, in o
questiomnaire survey of 1,471 colleges and universities in

1956=57, found 318 higher institutions awarded graduate

Melter C. Eells, "Graduate Students in Americen
Universities," of Amexlcan Oolleges Bulletin, 441

462, October, -1 .
Spolliver, loc. git.
ﬁremﬂr, gpe git., pe 15.
TLaurence €. Boylan, "Graduate Division Report,

September 1960-August 1961," .A report to the President of
Kansas State Teachers College, p. 7 (mimeographed).
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fellowships, This study was limited to fellowships for
which no work, service, or repayment was upnm.a

In the same study, Mattingly reported 133 institutions
awarded fellowships in education. The mean grant was $405.
These fellowships included students working toward the
doctor's degree as well as the master's degree.’

When considering all types of fellowships,
scholarships, and teaching or research assistantships, about
60 per cent of natural sclence graduate students received
financial support in 1954, Less than 4 per cent of graduate
students in education during 1954 were recelving finaneial
assistance, The average cmount for all students was estimated
at §1,300 you‘ly.‘o

Graduate assistantships are available in all
departments offering a graduate degree program at Kansas State
Teachers College. Ten graduate fellowships are awarded
anmually for which services by the reciplents are not to exceed

forty hours each nonth."

Spichard C. Mattingly, "Institutional Graduste
Fellowship Programs," Higher Education, 15:48, November, 1958.

9Ibid., ». 53.
10§ational Sclence Foundation,

Wmﬁ&m :
e SPARI BRI Sl (e tte Joeer,

s Kansas: Teachers College Press, 1961), p.
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Researoh requirements for the master's degree. Iempke,
in a 1951=52 survey of all institutions granting a master's
degree in education, found that 29 per ceant always requlred a
thesis, 5 per cent did not require the thesis, and 66 per
cent made the thesls optional, In “optional" institutlions,
about 11 per cent of the master's graduates produced a
thesis,'?2

In a study of graduate catalogs from seventy-elght
institutions with programs leading to a master's degree,
Callas learned that sixty-six institutions made the thesis
optional according to individual departments. All eleven of
the teacher's colleges surveyed offered this optlon.u

Doeringsfeld surveyed 180 Master of Arts in
Educational Administration graduates who received thelr
degrees from the State University of Iowe between January
1947 and August 1956, He reported 15 per cent had completed
theses in the graduate program at that mnvu.'li.ty.14

200m Arthur Iampke, "The Extent and Kinds of Master's

Research in Bducation," 5743,
m.1954?“ “i‘mmmm' 38137=43

V350mn Oallas, "Programs of Graduate Study at Pacific
University and Other Imstitutions of Higher Learning,"
(unpublished Master’s thesls, Pacific University, Forest
Grove, Qregon, 1957), ». 12.

Viprnest August Doeringsfeld, "A Study of the
Recipients of Master of Arts nogul in Educational Admine-
istration at the State University of Iowa from January 1947
Through August 1956," (unpublished Master's thesls, State
mv.r'it, ef Iowa, Iowa 01”. ‘958)' P 51.
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Stroud surveyed master's reciplents in all fields for
the ten-year period 1948-1957 at the State University of Iowa.
She found 63.7 psr cent of master's reciplents completed
theses for thelr degrees. The master's degree was awarded
most often without thesls from the College of Education and
least often without theslis in the Colleges of Oommerce,
Dentistry, and Hedioin-.15

0f 316 Master of Science in Education gradustes, Smith
reported 88 per cent wrote projects and 12 per cent completed
theses. Elther a project or thesis 1s required for completion
of the degree at the University of Southern Oalifornla where
Smith's study was carried out.‘6

Merrifield surveyed graduates from Kansas State
Teachers College who had writtem a thesls on thelr master's
program. He reported that 61 per cent would choose to do a
thesis again rather than complete seven addltional semester

hours of course wbrl:.17

%1 gae?: %ﬁ;g%g;;: ﬁgw:ﬂmﬁ?on ynnﬁgﬁ"m-

‘GJosephinu Iawton Smith, "A Survey of the Master of
Sclence in Education Program at the University of Southern
Califormia," (unpublished Master's thesis, The University of
Southern California, Los Angeles, 1958), p. 22,

17Le0nard M., Merrifield, "An Bvaluation of the Master's
Thesis as Part of the Graduate Program at Kansas State Teachers
College of Emporia Based Upon the Opinions of Students Who
Completed the Master's Degree," (unpublished Master's thesis,
Kansas State Teachers College, -Emporia, Kansas, 1955), p. 11.
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A graduate student at Kansas State Teachers College
may elect, within requirements set by his major department,
one of three degree programs in regard to the research area,
He may complete thirty hours with thesis, the thesis counting
not meore than five semester hours credit; he may complete
thirty=-two to thirty-five hours of graduate work wlthout a
thesls, with a graduate problem counting not more than four
semeeter hours credit; or he may complete thirty-two to
thirty-five hours credit with nelther a graduate problem nor

& th.".lo‘e

Method of earning hours. In e survey of thirty-nine
college and university catalogs, Pollyea reported that thire

teen instltutions allowed the transfer of slx semester hours
of graduate credlit, four schools allowed four semester hours
¢redlt, and four allowed elght hours of graduate credit to be
trnnntorrod.‘g

Callas found twelve of the seventy-elght institutions
he surveyed allowed no transfer of graduate credit. The

greatest number allowed a student to eaxrn at least six

'8graduste Division Catelog, gp. 9it.s e 9.

9Robert W. Pollyes, "A Comparison of the Mester's
Program at Thirty-Nine Americen Colleges snd Universities,”
(unpublished Master's thesis, The University of Southern
Ualifornis, Los Angeles, 1956), pp. 210-11,
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semester hours elsevhere. PForty-seven allowed between six
end sizteen hours to be transferred,°

Curtin surveyed forty-four Oathelic institutions of
higher learning offering the master'e degree in education,
She dlecovered thet gix wag the most common number of hours
accepted from other institutions. In the same study, Curtin
reported 19 per cent did not allow any transfer of graduate
eredit, 7 per cent escecepted four credits, 2 per cent accepted
eight credits without qualifications, and another 2 per cent
eccepted elght eredits with qualifications. Ten eredite of
advanced standing were accepted by another 2 per cent of the
institutions,”’

Thirteen per cent of the Master of Arte reciplents in
Doeringsfeld's study transferred some college credit in meet-
ing degree requirements at the State University of Iowa.22

Doeringsfeld also reported in his study the method by
vhich graduates earned thelr hours., Credit through summer
gesslions accounted for all or part of the hours earned by

168 or 93 per cent of the graduates in the study. Thirty-five

mcalhl. 8p. m-, Pe i5.

" 3131.“ ns W;&:’ﬂmﬁ““z?f the Master's
jegree a Major ation, Part
cetional Review, 5Tt149, March, 1989, . Ihe fathollo Edu-

22poeringsfeld, op. glt., p. 26.
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per cent of the group attended Saturday classes and 28 per
cent attended classes durlng the regular school your.23

Seventeen per cent of the graduates reported in Smith's
study transferred graduate credit frou other institutions in
meeting degree requirements at the University of Southern
Oal.ttornis.e4

Oandidates for the master's degree at Kansas State
Teachers College may apply through transfer of credit, exten-
slon classes, or 2 combination of these twe methods, 2 maxi-
mum of elght hours credit toward meeting requirements for the

mester's degroe.as

origin of baccslsureate degrees. Sater surveyed
graduates of the University of Arkansas who received the
Master in Bducation degree between 1953 and 1958, He
reported baccalaureate degree origins from thirty institutions,
fourteen in Arkansas. The University of Arkansas and Arkansas
State Teachers College granted 47 per cent of the baccalau=-

reate 4032.08.26

“maa.
24&1&. SD. mo’ pe 42,

gzaduate Pivision Jstalog, B« Sifes e 6.

aﬁbonald E. Sater, "A Follow.Up Study of Graduates in
Education Who Have Received the Master's Degree at The Unie
versity of Arkansas," (unpublished Doctoral dissertation, The
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, 1959), p. 33.
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Stroud, in her study of master's degrees awarded
between 1948 and 1957 at the State University of Iowa, found
52.7 per cent of undergraduate degrees originating in uni-
versities, 35 per cent at the State University of Iowa. Foure
year liberal arte colleges supplied 25.9 per cent, teacher's
colleges 15.3 per cent, forelgn universities 5.4 per cent,
and technical schools .7 per cent of the total, Baccalau-
reates degrees originated in forty-seven states, the District
of Columbla, and thirty-six forelgn countries., Iowa colleges
and universities produced 51.4 per cent of the grtduntos.27

In & study conducted at the University of Southern
Califormia, Smith surveyed 428 graduates who received the
Master of Science in Education degree in 1957. Thirty-one
per cent received thelr bachelor's degrees from the University
of Southern Californie and 71 per cent received thelr bache
elor's degree from a Oalifornia college or univcrlity.aa

0f the 180 State University of Iowa graduates surveyed
by Doeringsfeld, 149 or B82.7 per cent recelived baccalaureate
degrees from a college or university in Iowa., Iowa State
Teachers College graduated thirtye-nine or 21.6 per cent.2)

ﬁstmd. gp. glt., Do To
28811&, 8D mu, Pe 14,
29poeringsfeld, gp. gite, Do 17.
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While not concermed directly with master's programs,
Berelson pointed out that "enly about a quarter of recent
doetorates took their do;:‘o in the same state in which they
received their high school diploma, end about 40 per cent in
the same rngion.“’o

Malor areas of master's degrees. Of the master's
degrees awarded in this country ia 1938, 33 per cent were
awarded in the professional education area, according to
Hhunond."

0f the 64,497 master's degrees awarded in the Unlted
States in 1959, 31,569 or 45.4 per cent were majors in edu=
cation. This figure represents an increase of 1.5 per cent
over 1957=-58 totals and 5.1 per cent over 195556 totals.

This total d4id not include subject matter majors, many of
vhom would also be studying for occupations in the educatlonal
aren. >

The largest number recelving master's degrees from the
State University of Iowa, according to Stroud's ten-year study,
were in the College of Education. Education majors had 1,100
or 18,3 per cent of the total. Second in size was the College

joncrulncn, gp« 8i%., Pe 130,

L. M, Hammond, “Master's Degres Program,” Asg
of Amsxicen Osileges Bidletims 34107. Mazon, 1958, LLISAREAZA

32pe1liver, gp. Sltes P 12.
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of Commerce with 7.5 per cent followed by the Art Department
with 6.8 per emt.ﬂ

In Sater's study of 1,498 Master in Bdueation
graduates from the University of Arkansas, 29 per cent were
in administration, 19 per cent in secondary education, 31 per
cent in elementary education, 15 per cent in vocational edu=
cation, and 6 per cent in physical odmuu.”

Over one~half of the 180 educational administration
mejors surveyed by Doeringsfeld had undergraduate majors in
elther social sclence or physical education., Thirty-one per
cent were in soclal sclence, 21 per cent in physical education,
17 per cent in natural selence, 12 per cent in business, 8 per
cent in methematics, 6 per cent in English, and 9 per cemnt in
other ﬂclh.f’

Stroud reported little relationship between
undergradunte and graduate majors, particularly in education
vhere many majored in a subject matter area on the under-
graduate level,>®

Dgtroud, op. gltes Do Se
3"8“.1-, op. glt., s 27,
”Durugltou, op. git., ». 20,
36gtroud, gp. gltes Do 10.



Indexgraduste and greduste cupulative grade polnt
ayerages. Callae reported a majorlty of the seventy-eight

graduate catalogs he surveyed indlcated a requirement of a
"B" (3.00) average for admission to master degree candidacy
and for achlevement of the master's degree.!

In a study comparing cumulative grade point averages
of undergraduate records of Ph.D. reclplents who took under-
graduate work at Hunter College, mathematlcs majors carried
the highest undergraduate average with a 3.61 grade polnt
anragt.” Education majors in this study averaged 2,71 on
their undergraduate work while non-education majors averaged
3,18,

Smith reported an average graduate cumlative grade
point average of 3.17 for Master of Secience in Education
graduates from the Unlversity of Southerm Califormia, with
20 per cent falling below 2.85 and 40 per cent below 3.02."0

Smith felt "that the grade point ratio is a functlion
of the length of ti-o a candidate takes to complete hls work
and that time of year and when the candidates received the

370‘11&!. ﬂ- mog Pe 6.

3gaith B, Chase, "A Study of Undergreduste Records of
Graduates From Hunter College Who later Earned Doctorates,”

dournal of Experimental Education, 29157, September, 1960..
”moy Pe 55,
wmthi n. m.' P- 270
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bachelor's degree have no marked effect on the grade point
ntio."“ _

.1 candidate for the Master of Sclence degree at Kansas
State Teachers College 1s required to have a "B" (3.00)
average 1ln all courses teken to meet nquirminia for the
degree. Master of Arts candldates are required to attaln at
least a grade of "B" in every course used to meet degree
:.'O‘cru!.ruum'u.42 o

Time imvolved in sbtaining the master's degree. The
majority of graduates reported in Sater's study received the
nester's degree in fewer than five years after recelving the
bachelor's dogx«.”

In a detalled enalysis of graduste students at
Columbia University, Rosenhaupt found that three-fourths of
those recelving master's degrees did so within two years,
sbout 15 per cent after three years, approximately 6 per cent
after four years, and 5 per cent after five years from the

beglnning of graduate study.'’

M1pid., pp. 32-34.

“2greduate Division Qatelog, 9p. gil.s P+ T
‘Bﬂlﬂr. 8B. gliss ve 35.

h‘.mwwa Llumbla vng%ity
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Pigott surveyed 109 Personnel and Guidance majors who
received thelr master's degrees between 1954 and 1956 at
Boston Uninrdw. He found, in the greatest number of cases,
two to flve years were taken between the receiving of the
undergraduate and graduste degree.'>

Berelson, using National Research Council data, found
& medlan of eight years elapsed time between Treceiving the
46 Medlian time

elapsed between starting graduate work and completing the
&7

bachelor's degree and recelving the doctorate.

degree was five years.
The median year for the beginning of graduate work by
those receliving the masiter's degree in 1957, was 1950, according
%o Smith's study. Smith found the median year for the com-
pletion of the bachelor's degree for this group was 1948.‘8
A majority of the graduates in Sater's study completed
the mester's degree in five years or less after recelving the

baccalaureate c‘log:.'u.“9

ﬁumu A. Pigott, "A Follow~Up Study of the
Graduates Who Recelved the Master of Educatlion Degree in
Personnel and Guidance Between 1954 and 1956," (unpublished
Master's thesis, Boston University, Boston, {958). Pe P

A6perelson, gp. git., P« 157,

¥ Ipad.. ». 138.

”Mth. 0D. mtg p. 17,

‘98!“1'. op. mo. Ps 5o
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Graduates must complete degree work within a sixz-year
perlod affter first enrollment at Kansas State Teachers
College. Relustatement by the Graduate Council allows
extended perlods of time beyond this limit.>"

degree. Doeringsfeld reported 32 per cent of positlons
accepted by master's reciplents in educational administration
from the State University of Iowa were as high school, junior
high, or elementary principals, Twenty-nine per cent of the
graduates were employed as superintendents, 23 per cent as
classroom teachers, and 8 per cent were in administrative or
supervisory pbntionl.si

Sater, in ks study of education majors receiving the
mester's degree from the University of Arkansas, reported a
considerable inerease in administrative positions held after
receipt of the master's degree while the number of secondary
and elementary teaching positions dnmud.sa

Salary inereases received by graduates after

completing the master's degree from the University of Arkansas

Ograduste Divislon Cetalog, gp. 9it.» P. 8.
' Doertngeseld, gp. gites Pe 33.
528.“1.' n. m.. Pe 33-
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averaged $355.33. Highest average increase in salary was
reported by administration mejors with $416.17. The largest
number, 27 per cent, reported between {201 and $300 per year

imm-u.55

Pigott reported 59 per cent of the gradustes meking
up his study recelved an inecrease in salary as a direct result
of receiving the master's degree. Nearly 49 per cenl recelved
increases of between §100 and §300 yurly.sh'

Summary. Desplte the extensive amount of discussion
and research centered around the graduate student and graduate
program, studles aimed at identlifying the characteristics of
those people who achieve the master's degree are rare and
often cannot be compared with each other.

In the areas where comparisons can be drawn, the
following characteristics may be emphasized from the findings
cited in this chaptert (1) graduate enrollment is increasing
on the master's level, especlallyin the area of educatlon;
(2) there are wide variations in practices of financial
assistance avallable to graduate students; (3) few institu=
tions demand a thesis on the master's level; (4) most col-
leges and universities allow some transfer of credit hours

531pid., ». 76.

5‘?130’3’3, 8p. 2lt., P. 65.



from other institutions; (5) most master's reciplents
recelved the degree within five years after completing the
bacheloxr's degree; and (6) most master's degree recipients
received thelr master's degrees in the same geographical area
as their bachelor's degrees.



CHAPTER III

CHARACTERISTICS OF GRADUATES

Beom\u of the rapid growth in graduate enrollment, 1t
has become necessary for each college and university to evale
uate 1ts activities at this level of education. A study of
the characteristics of recent reciplents of advanced degrees
can be of lmportance to an evaluation of this nature. The
present study attempts to do this for Kansas State Teachers
College, Emporia.

The data on characteristics were gathered from many
sources ineluding the college Placement Bureau, Graduate
0ffice records, permanent graduate transcripts, college
departments, and the individual graduates.

I. DESCRIPTION OF GRADUATES FROM COLLEGE SOURCES

General description of the graduates. The subjects of
this study were the 252 graduates who received the master's

degree from Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 1961,
There were 241 graduates who recelved the Master of Sclence
degree and eleven who recelved the Master of Arts degree.
Men outmumbered women 173 or 68.7 per cent to 79 or
31.3 per cent. The mean age at gradustion was thirty-two
years for men and forty-three for women using age at last
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birthday. Men's ages ranged from twenty-two to fifty-elght
and women from twenty-two to elxty-two.

Of the 252 graduates, 191 were married, 47 were
single, 10 widowed and 4 divorced. Of the 47 single grade
uates, 29 were men and 18 were women, representing 16.8 per
cent of 2ll men in the study and 22.8 per cent of all women.
All 10 in the wldowed category and 3 of the 4 divorced
graduates were women.

There were twenty-nine people who attended graduate
school on a fellowship or assistantship during the school
year 1960-61, Of these twenty-nine, fifteen graduated and
were & part of this study.

Humber of gradustes sccording o graduate major.
Because of the role of Kansas State Teachers College as the

official state teacher college, 1t was natural that the
Department of Education grant more degrees, 115 or 45.6 per
cent in 1961, than any other department. Therefore, & more
detailed breakdown is included of this department, with cate=-
gorles for the master teacher, guldance and counseling, and
school administration majors. This classification is main-
tained throughout the remainder of the thesls,

School administration contained the largest number of
graduates with fifty-one, followed by master teacher with
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forty-two, guldance and counseling with twenty-two, and
library selence with twenty-one,

Flgure 1 1llustrates the relative size of each of the
majors included in the graduating class of 1961.

Ilnme ‘taken to complete the master's degres. To
determine the length of time taken to complete the master's

degree for each person, the month of enrollment in the first
graduate course was used as the beglnning of graduate work,
vith the month of graduate commencement as the completion of
graduate work.

The longest average time taken to complete the master's
degree vas complled by the two women's physical education
majors with 2 mean of 95.5 months. Next were music and ele-
mentary education majors with a2 mean of fifty-nine months
each followed closely by school administration majors with a
mean of fifty-five months.

Shortest average time was taken by men's physical
education majors with twenty-one months., They were followed
by special education majors with twenty~two months and school
psychology majors with twenty-seven months.

Average length of time taken to complete the master's
degree by the entire group was forty-four moenths, The
greatest number of graduates completed the degree in less
than 48 months.
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Flgure 2 indicates the mean time in months taken to

complete the master's degree by each of seventeen areas of

graduate concentration,

Change from undergraduate to graduate major.
Undergraduate majors were compared with graduate majors of

the graduates making up the study to determine any general
movement away from or toward any particular speclalization,
as well as specific gains and losses for each major area.

It was learned that 147 graduates, or 59.5 per cent of
those whose undergraduate majors could be specifically deter-
mined, changed majors from the undergraduate to the graduate
level. Five of the undergraduate majors could not be detere
mined well enough for comparison.

Because there is no greduate major specifically
entitled "oluonhry education," this area showed the largest
loss, 100 per cent, between mdormdmte and graduate level.
Of the forty-two graduates with an undergraduate major in
elementary education, twenty-one or 50 per cent were in the
master teacher fleld.

The master teacher major is a Master of Sclence in
Education degree designed for elementary and secondary
teachers, It includes 2 core of five courses, one each in
English, soclology, psychology, research, and curriculum.
The student may then eleet courses, with the approval of his
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adviser, to complete the thirty-two hours required for the
degree. Because of this, the change from elementary educae
tion to the mester teacher major could be viewed as more
ecademic than actual, depending upon elective courses
selected by the graduates.

Other majors which gained from those leaving elementary
education were school administration with sixteen or 37 per
cent, guldance and counseling, 6.5 per cent, special educa=
tion, 6.5 per cent, and library sclence, 1 per cent.

Twenty-nine or 88 per cent of those completing
undergraduate majors in the social science area completed
master's degrees in a different area of concentration, Four
soclal sclence mejors remained in the field for their master's
degrees.

The graduate area galning most of those people leaving
soclal sclence was school administration, receiving eleven
of the twenty-nine, or 38 per cemt. Other areas gaining
from those leaving social science included master teacher
with four, guldance and counseling four, library seience four,
psychology two, elementary education two, and industrial arts
and foreign language, one each.

largest in size of galn among graduate majors was
school administration with fifty-one majors, twenty-seven from
elementary education and soclal sclence, Other contributors
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were business eleven, men's physical education four, blology

three, mathematics three, and industrial arts, speech, Enge
lish, and physical sclence, one each.

Second in slze of gain on the graduate level was the
mester teacher major. Of the forty-two master teacher majors,
twenty=five or 59.5 per cent were originally elementary edu=
cation or social science undergraduate majors, as indicated
above., Also contributing to the master teacher major were
English with five, mathematics two, speech two, musie two,
and agriculture, blology, physical sclence, and business, one
each,

The other large area of graduate galn was guldance
and counseling. Of the tweniy-two majors, nine undergraduate
areas contributed. Business contributed five followed by
soclal sclence with four, elementary education three, English
three, blology three, and art, psychology, women's physical
education, and men's physiecal education, one each,

School administration, master teacher, guldance and
counseling, and library science are graduate majors only,
while elementary education is an undergraduate major only.

No graduate degree is glven at Kansas State Teachers College
in home economics.,

Figure 3 indicates gain and loss of each of the
graduate and undergraduate degree majors.
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Method of earning graduate hours on gampus. Graduate
students at Kansas State Teachers College earn credit through

summer school, evenlng and Saturday courses, full-time work,
and extension work. They cen also apply transfer credit
vith the consent of thelr major department. The method by
which successful graduate students completed the degree was,
therefore, of interest to this study.

In computing hours taken by varlous methods, elght
hours or more constituted a fulletime load during & regular
fall or spring term. Fewer than eight hours was deemed a
part-time load, and summer school credit was caleulated
separately regardless of mumber of hours taken.

Of the 252 graduates, 110 or 44 per cent earnmed all
their hours through summer school and part-time work. Sixty-
three or 25 per cent earnmed credit only through summer school.
Those combining all three methods, full-time, pert-time, and
sumer school, included twenty-ome or 8 per cent of the total,
Fifteen or 6 per cent of the graduates earmed all their credit
through full-time work, snd twe or 1 per cent combined fulle
time and part-time work to complete the master's degree. One
person earned all of his credlt through part-time work.

Of the 252 graduates, 234 or 92.8 per cent took some
summey work in completing thelr graduate work.
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Pigure 4 i1llustrates the methed or combinetlon of
metheds used by graduates to earyn graduate hours while
attending Kanses State Teachers College.

Extension and transfer oredit. Graduate students may
apply up to eight hours toward the master's degree through

extension courses, transfer credit, or a combination of both
methods (see pege 16).

Recelving credit through extension courses or by
transfer of greduate credit from another institution were
108 or 43 per cent of the graduates., Sixzty-nine or 64 per
cent received transfer ecredit, thirty or 28 per cent received
graduate credit through extension classes, and nine or 8 per
cent recelved credit through extension classes and transfer
of credit.

The mean for those transferring graduate credit was
5.9 semester hours. The mean for those receiving extension
eredit was 4,9 semester hours,

Two people were exceptions to the eight«hour maximum
rule, One had eleven hours by transfer; the other had ten
hours by combination of the two.

Figure 5 detalls the number of hours applied toward
degree requirements through extension coursés and credit
transferred from other schools.
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Undergraduate ocumulatiye grade point averages. In
computing the undergraduate cumulative grade point averages,
212 or 84.1 per cent of the undergraduate transcripts were
legible and avalilable for use, Grade point averages were
computed on the foure-point system (ecee page 4).

After the cumulative grade point averages had been
computed, they were grouped according te graduate major, The
groups were then averaged to obtaln a mean grade polnt average
for each graduate major.

The highest mean undergraduate grade polnt average was
held by graduate majors in mathematles with a 3,20 average.
The lowest undergraduate gradé point average was earned by the
industrial erts graduate majors with a 2,50 average.

The mean for the group of 212 was 2.75. The major
nearest that mean was mester teacher with 2 mean of 2.76.

Females ranked above males in the group with an
average for sixtyesix women of 2.96 to 2.65 for 146 men.

Only two groups, mathematies and English, were above

a "B" (3.00) average on undergraduate record although all
nintainod 2t least a "B" everage in graduate work, a
requirement to noun the master's degree.

Table I gives the mumber of undergraduate records
avallable and the average undergraduate cumulative grade
point average for each of the graduate majors. Figure 6 on



TABLE I

AVERAGE UNDERGRADUATE GRADE POINT AVERAGES
ACCORDING TO GRADUATE MAJORS

' ’ Average cumulative
Eajer Tmber  rade point average
Guidance 21 2,90
Administration 41 2,62
Industrial Arts 7 2.50
Mathematics 17 3«20
Physical Sclence 10 2.67
Business and
Businese Education 13 2.63
Men's glcal Bducation 6 2.57
Women' ;. sical Education 13 g.s'{
!l{ﬂh.
Iibrary g‘ime 14 2:32
Blology 2 2.82
Muslec 7 2.69
e, : h
;:cmm Sclence ; g:g
h.ngugc « 61
lpﬂi;-i Eduecat 1 3-65

Master Teacher
TOTAL

2
o=
:
n
2
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page 42 illustrates this same information through the use of
e line graph.

Undergradusate origins of the gradustes. Most of the
graduates recelved thelr baccalaureate degree in Kansas, with

212 or 84 per cent from this state. Kansas State Teachers
College, Emporia, was the highest single originator with 104
or 43 per cent of the gradustes.

Flfty-three colleges and universities from sixzteen
states and three foreign countries were represented in the
graduating group.

Table II, page 43, lists the state, college or
university, and number of graduates from each, in a tabulation
of undergraduate origin.

Zercentile reniings on the graduaste record examination
gptitude test. The Aptitude Test of the Graduate Record
Examination 1s currently given to 2ll students entering the
graduate program at Kanpas State Teachers College. A total
of 206 or 81.7 per cent of the graduates of 1961, 139 men and
67 women took part in this testing program.

Percentile rankings, according to norms supplied by
The Educational Testing Service, are reported in Table III
and IV, pages 44 and 45, The percentage of graduates scoring
below the twenty-fifth and above the seventy-fifth percentlle
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IABLE II
UNDERGRADUATE ORIGINS BY QOLLEGE AND STATE

" State

——

Baker hﬁ&w Z Horthea te Col. 2
College of Emporiz Northwestern State Col. 3
Friends University 4 Southwestern State
Bethany 4 Teachers College 1
Bethel Coll 4 Bethany Nazarene Col. 1
Ks. State Oo A Okkla. Baptist University 1
Ko, State Cols, r{nmu-g 10  Oklahome Undiversity 1
Kansas State University 0 Oentral State College T&
Ks. State Tchrs., Ool. 104
Ks., Wesleyan University 4 |
McPherson College 6 West Tennessee State
Ottawa Universl 6 Teachers College 1
8t. Benedicts College 1 Tenn, A & I Universit 1
Sterling College 1 Carson Newman Un:.nrnity _%
Tabor College 8
University of Kansas 6 zw
Wichita Universlty 15 Tillotson College 1
Southwestern College TB* Texas Christian University _&
Boutmn-% ﬂsuurl Nebraska e Teachers

State College 3 College 2
Universl ot Missourli 1 Hebraska Wesleyan
Drury Co 1

Central luuour!. State
College

Univ )

Arkcansas State Teachers
College

Harding College

= e = ol

Idaho State College

Imnﬁ%oml

University 1

Husson com 1

Bemid]

— |
loﬂhwmv
Goshen om 1

Western uﬂﬁ 1
unonm College 1

Lad

 E
| &
o



TABIE III

RESULTS OF THE GRADUATES' SCORES ON THE VERBAL SECTION
OF THE GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION APTITUDE TEST

Percentile Percentile
band mgg_m band Number Per cent
1 - 2 ‘3 g.s 1 - # 7 1005
2=« §5 i2 5 4« 7 6 i.o
5«10 8 6.0 Te=13 3 o5
10 = 15 12 8.5 153 « 17 5 Te5
E- 23 i1 8.0 17 = 26 5 Te5
2? - n It !.5 - °
zo = 9 6.5 25 - §‘ 5 Te5
= ‘T 9 6.5 ‘ - .8 5 705
47 = 56 T 5.0 48 -« 55 2 2-0
56 - “ 10 7.0 55 -~ 62 2 -5
“'. 70 g 2.0 62 - 68 600
:‘2 s 75 4.5 68 - 73 2 300
75 = 80 7 5.0 75 =77 i 1.5
80 - 84 2 1.5 g‘l - 83 1 1.5
84 - 88 2 105 3 -» 87 ' 105
88 = 90 2 1.5 87 - 89 1 1.5
90 = 93 0 0 89 - 92 1 1.5
93 = 95 0 0 92 « 94 1 1.5
95 = 93 5 0.5 94 -« 97 0 0
- 9 1 0.5 - 98 0 0
08 - 99 0 0 98 - 99 i 1.5
99 0 0 99 i 1.5

A test score indicating a percentile ranking of the
upper linmit of one percentile band or the lower limit of the
next percentile band was placed in the higher band.

#These lines indicate the reference polnts for those
loemgh:ppnnuhly below the twenty-fifth percentlile and
above seventy-fifth percentile.



TABILE IV

RESULTS OF THE GRADUATES' SCORES ON THE QUANTITATIVE
SECTION OF THE GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION APTITUDE TEST

Percentile ' Percentile
hniﬁ Number Per cent band Llahr Per cent
Bt b @1t "F W
22 3 6 heS 7= 1 4 6.0
3« 6 4 Je0 i1 = 19 3 4,5
D=1 2 «5
17 = 2 12 &8 | B 3 44
-+ o g ]
i % a3 | @Im v WS
59 = 66 7 5.0 B - o
g'! - 83 5.0 93 = 95 4 6.0
3 - 88 5 3-5 95 - 97 0 0
88 - 91 5 3e5 97 - 99 0 0
91 -« 92 5 Je5 99 3 4.5
92 « 94 2 1.5
94 - 96 6 4,5
96 - 97 ‘ 05
gz - 98 2 1.5
2 1.5
29 3 2.0

A test score indicating e percentile ranking of the
upper limlt of one entile band or the lower limlt of the
next percentile was placed in the higher band.

#These lines indlcate the reference points for those
scoring approximately below the twenty-fifth percentile and
above the seventy-fifth percentile.
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were reported as points of reference, along with the median
percentile ranking for each group.

Females scored somewhat higher than males on the
verbal section of the Aptitude Test. PFiLfty per cent of the
women scored below the twenty-slxth percentile, indicating an
approximate medlan at this ranking. There were 12 per ceat of
the women ranked above the seventy-third percentile on the
verbal sectlon,

Fifty per cent of the male graduates ranked below the
twenty=-third percentile on the verbal portion indicating an
approximate nm at this ranking. Seventy per cent ranked
below the fortyeseventh percentile. Only 10.8 per cent
scored above the seventy-fifth percentile on the verbal
section.

On the quantitative section of the Aptitude Test, men
ranked slightly higher than women, with the median at approxie-
mately the fortieth percentile., Twenty-seven per cent ranked
above the seventy-seventh percentile and 37,5 per cent were
below the twenty=-fourth percentile.

The median for females on the quantitative sectlon was
at approximately the thirty-eighth percentile. Twenty-four
per cent ranked above the seventy-fifth percentile and 43 per
cent below the twenty-elghth percentlle.
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Tables III end IV show the percentile bands and mumber
of male and female graduates of 1961 scoring within each band.

Zheses esnd research problems. Craduate students at
Kansas State Teachers College, Emporic may elect thesis or

non-thesls programs according to departmental requirements
(zee page 14).

0f the 252 graduztes recelving the master's degree,
forty-two or 16.6 per cent wrote theses, 106 or 42,1 per
cent wrote graduate problems, and 104 dld neither.

Considering the thesis writers, eleven or 26.2 per
cent were Master of Arts reciplents, all of whom were
required to write a thesls, Master of Arts reciplents
ineluded seven in English, one in history, and three in
mathematlcs,.

The largest contributors of theses among the Master
of Science graduates were mathematics majors with eight or
53433 per cent of all Master of Sclence in Mathematlcs grade
uates. Business graduates sulmitted seven theses or 38.9 per
cent. Those majors in which no one completed a thesis were
physical sclence, master teacher, library science, social
sclence, and men's physical education.

Of the fifteen people who recelved 2 fellowship or
essistantship, six or 40 per cent wrote theses, compared to
14,3 per cent of the graduates not on a fellowship or
agsistantshlip completed theses.
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To determine those who completed research problems,
graduate cards were consulted in the Graduate Office and those
results checked against graduate transcripts. In questionable
cases, departments were consulted.

Iibrary science majors completed the largest number of
graduate research problems with twenty-one, followed closely
by physicel science with fifteem. Majors in which 100 per
cent of the graduates completed elther a problem or thesis
included industrial arts, physical sclence, speech, business,
women's end men's physical education, library science,
mathematics, and social sclence.

Table V 1is a tabulation of the number and percentage
of theses and problems completed in each graduate major.

II., DATA GATHERED FROM THE GRADUATES

Bach of the graduates was sent 2 questiomnaire during
March and April, 1962, asking for informetion on their
. present position, experience, change of position, ralse in
salary as a direct result of receiving the master's degree,
and advanced work beyond the master's degree. A copy of this
questionnaire is in the Appendix. Data for this section were
gathered from the 223 returns, or 88 per cent of the graduates.

Residence status of graduates snd looatien aften
gradustion. A majority of the graduates were residents of



TABLE V

THESES AND PROBLEMS OCMPLETED BY MASTER OF SCIENCE GRADUATES
ACCORDING TO MAJOR FIELDS

1 PRDBLMS

Total
Number Per cent per cent
40,91 »00
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Kansas, with 224 or 89 per cent residents and twenty-eight
non-residents., Of the twenty-elght non-residents, four were
foreign students,

The locatlion of four of the 224 residents was unimown
and one was in the Amay. OFf the vremeining 219, 185 or 84 per
cent remained in Kansas, while 34 or 16 per cent left the
state after receiving the master's degree., Three of the
non-residents remained in Kanses after graduation, nineteen
left the state, and the location of two was unknown. Of the
245 graduates whose location the first year after graduation
was kmown, 188 or 76.7 per cent remained in Kansas,

Of the 188 who remained in EKansas, 179 or 95.2 per
cent were known to be employed in education. The largest
portion of those employed in education in EKansas were high
school teachers with sixty or 335.5 per cent in this occupation.
Other education occupations in oxrder of size were: elementary
teachers, elementary administrators, jJjunlor high teachers,
elementary or secondary school librariens, college employees,
counselors, secondary edministrators, coaches, school super-
intendents, counselor-coaches, and school psychologlist.

Pgure 7 1llustrates the percentage of the 179
employed in various areas of education in Kansas,

Table VI indicates the distribution of the thirty-four
residents who left Kansas after receiving the master's degree.
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College
Employed

School
Superintendent

Elementary
Administration

Secondary
Administration

School
Psychologist

School

_Iibrarian

Counselor-
Coach

Coaching

Elementary
Teaching

Junior High
Teaching

High School
Teaching

Counseling

Occupation



TABLE VI
DISTRIBUTION OF KANSAS RESIDENTS WHO LEPT THE STATE

College| Grad. | Spouse or Hﬂm% Elem, | Jr. High| School
work student | non-educ, | Tehr,| Coach| Tehr, | Tchr, Psych, |Idbrary | Counselor
2 i 1
et i 1
1
i 1
4 1
i
1 1 2
i
T
T
1
1
i
1
1
—r;
3
1
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The table also indicates the occupation at which they were
engaged during the first school year after gradustion, 1961
62,

dobs zccepted by gradustes compared to graduate major.
It can be assumed, in most cases, that the graduate major or

area of speclalization indicates the ocoupation or area of
work in which a person wishes to be employed upon graduation.
Based upon this assumption, many of the 1961 graduates
accepted Jobs other than ones they desired. This was pare
ticularly evident in school administration and guldance and
counseling.

In school administration, there were twenty-one more
vho received degrees than obtained jobs, or 58.8 per cent of
those preparing for school administrative positions got them.
In guidance and counseling, there were nine more degrees than
Jobs in the area, with 59.1 per cent recelving jobs in the
area of thelr graduate specialization.

The areas which received most of the overflow from
these two flelds were elementary a2ud secondary classroom
teaching. There were twelve more secondary teaching positions
filled than people receiving master's degrees in areas
usually ascociated wlth classroom teaching, resulting in 115
ver cent employment in this area, ZElementary classroom
teaching also had twelve more employed than would be expected
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from degrees awerded, for 148 per cent employment. Other
graduate degrees and corresponding employment areas were
within expected levels.

Flgure 8 1llustrates the comparison of positions
accepted immedlately after recelving the degree with the
graduste major,

Change of position and increase in pay after recelving
lhe pester's degree. In tabulating for the questlomnaire ltem
concerned with change of Jobs, 201 answers were applicable to
this area.

0f these 201, seventy-six or 38 per cent changed Jobs,
vhile 125 or 62 per cent remained in the same position they
held before completing the master's degree.

Of the seventyesix who changed jobs, only forty-five
or 59 per cent felt the change was brought about as a direct
result of receiving the master's degree.

Most of the graduates recelved an increase in pay as a
direct result of receiving the master's degree. Of the 199
applicable answers, 152 or 76.4 per cent recelved a raise,
while 44 or 23.6 per cent did not. Two did not answer the
questlon.

0f the seventy-six who changed positions, fifty-four
or 71 per cent recelved an inerease in pay as & direct result
of recelving the master's degree. Two did not answer the



FIGURE 8
COMPARISON OF THE GRADUATE AREA OF SPECIALIZATION AND POSITIONS ACCEPTED
Number BY THE GRADUATES IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION
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question, Of the 125 who did not change positions, 98 or 78
per cent received an increase in pay as a direct result of
receiving the master's degree.

In comparing annual inerease in salary according to
questionnaire responses, the ninety-elght who did not change
jobs but received an increase in szlary averaged $384.64
annually, with a low of $100 and 2 high of §1175. The median
raise was §300, Of the fifty-four who changed Jobs and
angwered they received an increase in salary, four did not
include the amount of this increase., Of the fifty who ineluded
the amount, the average annual figure was §574.80, ranging
from a low of §50 to a high of $1800. The median increase
was §$400,

Vhen considering those who changed jJobs and recelved
en inorease in sslary, college employed people led the way
with an average of $1109.38. ILowest average raise for those
changing jobs and recelving an increase in salary was earned
by elementary teachers with an average of §283.33.

Hlghest average annual raise for those not changing
jobs, but receiving an inerease in pay, was also earmed by
college employed graduates with an average of §500. ILowest
average raise for this group was earned by Junlor high
teachers with §314.28.

A majority of those receiving raises, elghty or 52.6
per cent, received between ome and 300 dollars per year.
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Because of their size, these raises may indicate regular

salary inerements based upon recelving the master's degree.

Table VII and Pigure 9, on page 59, compare annual
increases in salary between those changing jobs and those not
changing jobs after receiving the master's degree.

Erevious experiemce in education. Previous experlence
in the field of education was tabulated from the questionnalire

item on this area, There were 203 usable responses for those
employed in education the year following the receipt of the
master's degree.

Only one area, school psychology, had a mean of zero
for previous experience in education, The highest mean was
for elementary teachers with 14.92 years, Next were elementary
principals with 11.46 years followed in order by librarians,
counselors, school superintendents, high school teachers,
high school and junior high sechool prineipals, college
employees, coaches, Junior high teachers and school
psychologists,

Table VIII, page 60, gives a detailed comparison of
years in education compared to educational occupation after
completing the master's degree.

In computing the average experience in education by all
graduates who are now or have ever been employed ln education,
210 recponses were used. The average mmber of years'
experience for this group was 8.1. The medlan was 6 years.



TABLE VII

GRADUATES RECEIVING AN INCREASE IN PAY AS A DIRECT RESULT
OF RECEIVING THE MASTER'S DEGREE

Job Numbey se ncrease Number increase rease
High school
teacher 37 § 337.16 § 300.00 15 § 2905.67 § 300.00
Elementary
teacher 25 494,00 425,00 3 283.33 300,00
Junior high
teacher T 314,28 200,00 6 375,00 300,00
College
employed 2 500,00 500,00 8 1109.38 1200.00
School
administrator 9 366,66 350,00 14 853.57 750.00
Counselor 5 415,00 300,00 3 433,33 300,00
Coach 8 318.75 300,00 0
Iibrarian 5 335.00 400,00 0
(El. & 'er)

8s
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FPIGURE 9

MEAN RAISES IN SALARY OF 1961 GRADUATES ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION
AFTER RECEIVING THE MASTER'S DEGREE



TABLE VIII

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE IN EDUCATION COMPARED TO
PRESENT FIELD OF EMPLOYMENT
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND TOPICS POR FURTHER STUDY
I. GENERAL SUMMARY

A great amount has been written in evaluation of
graduate study throughout the United States recently. These
evaluations are usually concerned with graduate education
throughout the entire country rather than a specific populae
tion, and are by necessity based upon a sampling of graduate
programs,

In oxder for an evaluation of graduate education to bde
meaningful to an individual college or university, evaluation
of its own progran of graduate study must be undertaken, One
of the phases of this evaluation should be a knowledge of the
characteristics of those people who have received degrees
from that institution.

Who received master's degrees, and what they did
after receiving the degree were the two basie questions
answered by this study.

Summary of other studies. While the findings of
other studies carried on in this gemeral area did not always

explore the same characteristies or arrive at the same cone
clusions, there were several characteristics upon which there
was general agreement,



The graduate population in the United States is
groving, particularly on the master's level and in the ares
of education. Most graduates completed the master's degree
vithin five years after receiving the baccalaureate degree,
and most received an increase in salary after receiving the
degree. In the two studies reporting the amount of inecrease,
a2 majority received between $100 and $300 per year, Relatively
fevw graduates, particularly in education, wrote a thesis. A
variety of methods for eaming graduate credit were used by

the graduates, with a majority earning some credit through
summer seesions.

Summazy of thls astudy. The 252 graduates receiving
the master's degree in 1961 from Kansas State Teachers Oollege

were selected for this study.

The data reported in the study were compiled from
individual records of the graduates, graduate transeripts,
the Placement Buresu, and a questiomnaire sent to each grade
uate. These data were then summarized and compared in various
combinations to determine characteristics of the graduates
and relationships between certaln data,

In answering the questions posed in Chapter I of this
report, the following data were presented.

The largest number of degrees Were esarmed in the
Departaent of Bducation, with 45 per cent in this area of
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concentration. The largest major within thies department was
school administration.

Average time taken from first enrollment to completion
of the degree was forty«four months, Twentyeseven per cent
of the graduates completed the degree in twenty-four months
or less, while A7 per cent completed 1t in thirtyesixz months
or less.

Nearly 60 per cent of the graduates changed majors
from the undergraduate to the graduate level. The areas
losing the greatest mmber were elementary education and
soclial science, The graduate majors showing the largest
increase were school administration, master teacher, and
guidance and counseling.

Summer school was the most popular method of earming
graduate oredit, with nearly 93 per cent of the 1961 graduates
having completed some summer credit. Oredit was transferred
from other institutions by 27 per cent of the graduates,
Another 12 per cent received credit through extension courses
offered by Kansas State Teachers College.

The average cumulative undergraduate grade point
average for the graduates was 2,75 or a "Be", Highest under-
graduste sverage of 3,20 wes maintained by graduates completing
their master's degrees in methematics. The lowest was earned
by industrial arts graduate majors with a 2,50 average.
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Host of the graduates received baccalaureate degrees
frem Kansas colleges with 84 per cent from this state., Kansas
State Teachers College granted baccalaureate degrees to 43
per cent of the graduntes.

Seores on the graduate Record Exsmlnation indicated
higher median rankings on the quantitative section then on the
verbal section of the Aptitude Test for both men and women,

The median for men was at approximately the fortieth
percentile on the quantitative section and at approximately
the twenty~third percentile on the verbal section. The
women's scores produced a medisn at adout the thirty-eighth
percentile on the guantitative seotion and approximately the
twenty-sixth percentile on the verbal section,

Moot graduates completed either & research problem or
thesis in completing requirements for the master's degree.
Forty-two per cent completed problems, while 16.6 per ceat
completed theses, Mathematies had the highest percemtage of
theses among Master of Sclence graduates with 53.3 per cent.

Most of the graduates, 89 per cent, were residents of
Kansas. Eighty-four per cent of the Kansas residents
remained in Kansas after graduation, Of the gradustes remaine
ing in Kansas after recelving the master's degree, 95 per cent
were employed in education the following year.

A comparison of Jobs socepted and major flelds of
graduate study pointed to two areas in which more people
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prepared for jobs than were available. Fiftyenine per cent
of school administration majors sccepted jobs in the area of
school administration, and 59 per cent of guidance and
counseling majors got jobs in the counseling field, Most of
those not accepting jobs in the area of thelr graduate
specialization accepted positiona in slementary or secondary
teaching,

Questionnalire responses indlcated 38 per cent of the
graduates changed jobs after recelving the master's degree.
0f those who changed Jobs, 7! per cent reported an inorease
in salary as & direct result of receiving the master's degree.
Of those who did not change Jobe, 78 pexr cent reported an
inerease in salary. College employed graduates led all other
employment areas in average increase in salary. A majority
of the graduates who received an inerease in salary, received
between $100 and §300 per year, comparing favorably with
other studies reported in this area,

Experience in education prior to receiving the master's
degree revealed elementary teachers high with 2 mean of 14,9
years. School peychologists were low with a mean of zero
years experience in education prior to receiving the master's
degree.



II. TOPIOS POR FURTHER STUDY

This study, as a survey of characteristics of
gradustes recelving the master's degree, could be used as the
bagis for studies meking 2 more complete analysis of mome of
the date presented, One such study might be a comparison of
the individual scores on the Jraduste Record Exsmination with
undergraduate grade point aversge, graduate grade point
everage, mejor field of study, and time taken to complete the
master'e degree. A study of this nature could aid in the
possible future use of the Graduste Record Examination as an
entrance examination to graduate study a2t Kanses State Teachers
College.

A fellowsup study of the graduates used in this study
several years from now would provide adéed information on
characteristios of greduates from this institution in the
areas of advanced study, selary, or change of positions or
ereas of work,

A followeup study of the graduates of this study
eould he conducted to establish comparisons between certain
characteristics and success after graduation,

In relating any factor such 2s Graduate Record
Exapination scores to success, criterie representing success
would heve to be established. A secele would perhaps need to
be formulated to weigh such factors as salary, positien,
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membership in social clubs, service clubs, and professional
orgenisations, or other eriteria set up by the researcher.

Another study of interest would be s five or tensyear
survey of jobs accepted by graduates, A detalled atudy of
graduate msjor, grade polnt average, and length of time
taken to complete the degree, compared with peslilons
accepted by graduates and geographical location of the
position could be an interesting and helpful study.
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Your help with this project would be greatly appreciated,

Yours sincerely,

Leland GCassert
Graduate

Graduate Office



Plcase return to:

Leland Gassert GRADUATE INFORMATION FORM
Graduate Office
K.8.7.0.; Emporia

Name

(last name) (first) (middle initial or maiden)

Present Address

(street name and number)

(city) (state)

Present Position (explain if necessary)

—

1. At the time you enrolled at Kansas State Teachers College, were you a
resident of Kansas? Yes

No

2. Pleage list the number of school years you have been employed in each of the
following areas. The total should equal the number of years you have been
employed in Education. EXCLUDE THE PRESENT SCHOOL YEAR.

Teacher Other (specify)
Counselor
Administrator (specify) TOTAL

3. Are you presently employed in the same position as last year?

Yes
No

(a) If you are not, was the change brought about as a direct result of
obtaining the Master's degree?Yes
No

4. Did you receive an increase in pay as a direct result of receiving the
Master's degree? Yes
No

Yearly increase $

5 Have you completed any advanced work beyond the Master's degree
Yes
No

(a) How many semester hours , quarter hours , trimester
hours , toward what degree .

6. If you have not yet taken any advanced work beyond the Master's degree,
do you intend to do so? Yes
No

(2) Toward what degree do you intend to work?

7. Any additional information or comments you feel might be helpful in this
study can be written on the back of this sheet.



