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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO0 THE STUDY

Juvenile delinquency is a major problem in our country
today, During the past several years it has spread among our
‘Eliltion'l youth, partially due to the lack of proper knowledge
for control, Many preventive measures have been tried but
none have proved completely infallible when subjected to test.
‘Hationally, a 58 per cent increase in the number of delinguents
appearing before courts was reported between the years 1948

and 195!;51 More generally, the percentage increase in the
‘number of delinquency cases, during this period, was more than
four times as great as the percentage increase in the child
population from 10 to 17 years of age. The Bureau of the
Census predicts by 1965 there will be 50 per cent more children
‘in this 10~to 1T"year age group than there were in 1950,

Phus, the future may bring even further increases in juvenile
delinquency.

Ihe Problem
T™e problem of the study is to determine the possible
econtributions industrial arts and related activities may offer,
 through the schools and social agencies, toward the preven-
 tion of juvenile delinguency.

&

1U.S.Dopar1-cnt of Health, Education and Welfare, Social
Security Administration, Childrens Bureau, Some Facts about
 duvenile Delingueney, Publication 340, Washington,D.C. p. 2,



Apalysis of the Problem
General questions which furnished the basis for this

- study were:

1. How many children from areas of high delinquency
rates have work shops available as compared to those in the
areas of low delinguency rates? How many use them?

2. What are the hobbles of delinquent children?
| How many could be considered related to industrial arts?

3. What are the hobbies and spare time activities of
children residing in areas of high, average and low deline
quency rates? How many could be econsidered related to indus-
trial arts?

L. Vnat types of industrisl arts subjects are being
offered in the schools located in the sreas of high, average
and low delinqueney rates? Which ones are the most preferred?

5. What types of industrial arts or related activities
ere being offered in community recreation programs? Which
are the most popular? '

Delimitation of the Study
The study inecludes a survey and analysis of the
following:
1, Case records of 200 recorded offlclal male
delinquents filed in the Juvenile Court of
Jackson County, Missouri during the year 1956.



2, Results of 39) questionnaires received from
three selected high schools in Kansas City,
Missouri.

3. Results of 19 questionnaires from soclal
ageneies in Kansas City, Missouri.

ljs Pertinent information from other material
related to the study.

Method of Procedure ,

'céurt cases of 200 official male delinquents were
selected from the files of the Jackson County Juvenile Court
in Kansas City, Missouri, for the year 1956.1 Infommation
was collected from the case records on check sheets, a copy
of which appears in Appendix A. The significant information

- from the check sheets was tallled on master charts for the

~ tables which will be found in the study. From the infor-
- mation obtalned in these cases, Junior and senior high schools
were ranked according to the number of delinquents in each
recorded schoolsy Schools with the highest and lowest deline
quent count n’ro. chosen to be sﬁrveyad, along with one school
listed in the approximate middle. These schools were Manual
High and Vocational School, Socuthwest High Sghool, and Westport
High School, respectively.

In these three schools the survey was limited to
eighth grade boys, the reasons being: (1) A far greater number

lThie was the latest year for which complete records
were avallable at the time the survey was made,



~ of boys are consistently known to the court than girls;
(2) The study is primarily concerned with industrial arts
ectivities, and, generally, only boys in the schools partici-
pate in this type of aetivity; (3) From the case survey it
was found that the largest increase of male delinquency began
at the age of 13 and 1)}, which is the age of the majority of
eighth grade students.l Questionnaires were distributed by
the counselors to eighth grade male students within the three
schools, Of these, 39, questionnaires were completed and
returned. A copy of the questionnaire appeers in Appendix B,
In order to obtain a betler perspective of the activi-
tles and faecilities which might be avallable to the children
of Kansas City, the writer obtained a 1list of names and
- addresses of the social agencies in Kansas City, Missouri. A
form letter and questionnalire, included in Appendix C, were
mailed to 2} of these agencles, of which 19, or 79.1 per cent,

were returned.

Definitions of Tem Used
Industrial Arte. For the purpose of this study, the
term industrial asrts will refer to such school activities as

woodwork, metalwork, drafting, crafts, printing, electricity,
mechanics, carpentry, and ceramies. Other areas broadly

lrme enrollment records of the Kansas City, Missouri
Public Schools for September, 1958, showed vhat the majority
_ of the eighth grade students were 13 or 1l years of age.



lated to industrial ertes will be classified as related

activities,

Official Delinguent. This refers to a child under
17 years of age who has been adjudged guilty, by the Juvenile
Court, of an offense as stated by law,

Social Agencies. This term iz used to indicate those
groups which are either privately or publiely luppam-d for
the welfare and recreation of the citizens in their community

or neighborhocod. In most cases, these agencies are either
community centers, clubs, or Young Kens Christien Associeations.

| 3



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND STATISTICS
CONCERNING JUVERILE DELINQUENCY

Juvenile delinquency in Jackson County, Missouri,
‘has continued to rise in recent years. Latest avallable

statisties at the Juvenile Court, covering the years up to

and ineluding 1956, indicate an approximate increase of 19

per cent of the cases referred to the court within the last
ten years,

Figure 1 shows the total number of cases referred to

court, in each year of the ten-year period, 1947-1956.
In 1949, 1,751 total cases of all ages were known to the
eourt. This was the lowest total number of cases referred to
~ the court during the ten-year peried, 1947-1956,

During 1956, 1,388 Kansas City, Missouri children
between the ages of 10 and 16 were referred to the Jackscn
County Juvenile Court on delinquency charges. In 1950, the
- last decennial census, 32,648 children of this 10-to m-yelh
age group resided in Kansas City, Mlssouri. Based on the total
. mmber within this age group and the totel number of delinquent
~ echildren known to the Juvenile Court, the city delinquency rate
for 1956 was 35 per 1,000 children, or 3.5 per cent.t

=

1Jackson County Juvenile Court, Kansas Clty, Missouri,
for s P 12,
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THE JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, JUVENILE COURT
FOR THE TEN-YEAR PERIOD, 1947-1956



Table 1 shows the age distribution, by number and
reentage, of male and female delinquency cases known to the
fuvenile Court during 1956, Of the 2,231 cases reported,
881, or 84.3 per cent, were boys; 350, or 15.7 per cent,
girls. These figures have shown the same approximete
relationship for the last ten years, “inece the boys comprise
groater number of cases than the girls, and are also more
1ikely to enroll in industrial arts activities, the remainder
of this study will refer only to boys. Examination of the
_‘_n for the delinquency cases shows that nearly ocne-half of
the boys were age 15 or 16, The first noticeable inerease
in delinquency occurred at the age of 13. Of the total male
86,9 per cent were betuenn the ages of 13 and 16

This would seem to point up the necessity
for more work in the sphere of pre-delinguency
recognition and treatment of younger children.
Delinquency is not a symptom of esdolescence; it
is merely at about this age  -that the community,

' the parents, the police and others become con-

; cormed about the same behavior in children !hioh
they had previously been willing to accept.

Figure 2 shows the boundaries of Kansas City, Missouri
| within Jackson County. Plotted on the map sre areas of highest
| @elinquency rate as reported by the Juvenile Court. It may
be observed that the areas of high delinquency rate, for the
| most part, are located in the northwest and north central

sections of the city. Areas with the low delinquency rate

1Jeckson County Juvenile Court, Kansas City, Missouri
Report for 195k, p. 9. " \ ’




*J2 *d “9G6T **37o dO0 ‘3auop eTTueAnp £uUnoy uosxouL

it €22 Sl 0S¢ 3 T99°T 19307
¢ *0 4 *0 2 g*0 o1 d0A0 ¥ L1
m. gel w.mw 6L m.mn 6 ha qﬂ
*f12 MMm “82 00T 6°ce 0
€Lt £ m.w« 0¢ 0°.l1 61
12 L2 .ma 45 S°TT 912
8° 10T 9° 91 8N 16 -mﬂ
Q° 4 g°2 0t g°2 25 21-1T
il om g%0 £ 0°2 LE IT-0T
m.a 4 *0 2 - ot 0T=6
*0 Ui 0 ;) ‘0 €1 m|m
Nio O senae o .o O ml
f*o 2 9°0 2 0’ 9 L
pgo .uQN L@ QUI] quen JI04 oI @ QUIN aue)n .uON L OQUITLH
o3y
18303 STITD slog
e —— cem—

e r—— o

9S6T oNTUNA
TE000 FIINFAOL ‘TMNOSSIN “XINAOD NOSHOVE
SHL OL NMONY SESVD ZONANONITIEG 40 XAS ANV IOV

T TGV
.




Outline Map of Kansas City, Missourl 10
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in the southern section of the city. The 1956 ennual report
the Juvenile Court included the following statement in
reference to delinquency areas of Kansas Citys

A higher delinguency rate than average for
the city is concentrated in an area north of 3lst
Street and west of Prospect Avenue. In thls area,
the following was observed. 206.5 per cent of all
the children between the ages of 10 and 16 live
within this area. 8.9 per cent of all the children
known to the courti because of delinquenecy lived
within this area., The area comprises about one-=fourth
of the geographical area of the city and in which one-
fourth of the children of the city reside contributed
nearly hnl{ of all the delinguent children known to
the court,

se areas of high delinquency rate just mentioned are all
located within the older section of the city. The U, S,
Childrens Bureau reports the followlng:

Delinquency areas are generally adjacent
to central business districts or industrial centers,
are characterized by physical deterioration, ageinl
disorganization and other unfavorable factors,

This 1s the case in Kansas City. The mejority of
higheet delinguency areas are similar to those just described.
Within the next few years these areas may shift somewhat due
to recleamation pro jects within the areas and elimination of
"my undesireble living quarters for the expansion of business,

industry and expreasways. s

lIb;d., Pe 12,
2y.8.Department of Health, Bducation and Welfare,

Social Security Administration, p_%-gmm;mmp_egun:
I guency, Publication 300. 191[9. Pe .



Race of Referred Delinguents
Table 2 shows the number of delinquents, by race,
referred to the Jackson County Juvenile Court for the five-

year period, 1952-1956. For each year of the five-year
Eporiod, the percentage of white boys to the total boys' cases
was 7}.0 per cent, 71.9 per cent, 73.6 per cent, 68,0 per
cent, and 71,1 per cent, respectively, for an average of 71,7
~ per cent, The percentage of Negro boys' cases for these same
five years was 23,06 per cent, 26,l per cent, 2.9 per cent,
31.5 per cent and 28,7 per cent, respectively; the average
was 27 per centiy The remainder of the boys' cases were cate-
gorized into "Mexican and Others", which amounted to an average
of 143 per cent for the five-year period.l The preceding
figures indicate that the year of 1956 was everapge for the
five-year period.

Previously EKnown to Court
Table 3 shows the number of first and previous o ffenses

known to the Juvenile Court during 1956, A total of 938 boys
csme to the attentlon of the court for the first time, and

943 boys, reported as delinquents during 1956, had been known
to the court on previomns occasions. Thus, rmearly one-half of
the boys processed by the court during 1956 had previous
records, In the 195} anmual report of the Jaeckson County

lthe U.S.Census Bureau reports for 1950, (the latest
decennial census), a total population for Jackson County,
Missouri, of 541,035, Of this, 48hL,22l, or 89,5 per cent, were
white and 56,811, or 10.5 per cent, were non-whites.



£°1 61T 0°l2 f12q L1l eIt edeaoAy
2°0 f L°ge ofs 1°1l LEE‘T 9561
5*0 8 g°1t 6gh 0°89 §50°1 S561
g1 €2 6°f2 6LE 9l 2211 a6t
LT 92 fi*92 G6¢ 61l glo*T €661
f°2 2¢ g°€2 6T€ o*1L 666 2561
quen Jed Joquny quen JI8g Jequmy quen aed Ioquny
8J0Y30 ¥ UBOTXOW oadey @1 TUM
mmmoﬂuwmma ‘AoT¥Ed UVEE HATS FHL
PHIHNA THAOD TIINFANL “IHAOSSIN *ALNNOO NOSHOVE

HHL O NMONY “NIDIMO TIVIOVH X4 ‘SASVD ZONANDNITIQ FIVA

¢ T14VL




1l

Juvenile Court, the following was stated in reference to
children previously known to the court: "Over a number of
years, roughly one of each two chiidren ecoming to us have

- been known before, either in that year or a previous one."l

TABLE 3

MAIE DELINQUENCY CASES RECORDED BY TEE JACKSON COUNTY,
MISSOURI, JUVENILE COURT DURING 1956, SEOWING
NUMBER OF FIRST AND PREVIOUS OFFENSESA&

Classification | Mumber of Boys Per Cent
Previously known 930 49.9
Not previously known 943 50,1

Total 1,881 -y
[ .

8Jackson County Juvenile Court, op cit., 1956, p. 29.

Method of Disposition

Children who became known to the Juvenile Court were
classifled by court officials as elther official or unofficial
delinquents, depending on the action necessary for the case,
During 1956, apmroximately equal numbers of the total cases
known to the court were classified as officlal and unofficial,
as shown in Table lj, During this year, the number of cases
brought before the court for official action increased 7.2 per

cent,

lJacknon County Juvenile Court, op eit., 195k, p. 10,




TABIE ),

DISPOSITION OF MALE DELINQUENCY CASES KROWN T0 THE
JACESON COUNTY, MISSOURI, JUVENILE COURT

DURING 19568
Hethod of Disposition Number of Boys Per Cent
0ffieial 912 48,5
Unofficial 969 51,5
Total 1,881 |

8Jackson County Juvenile Court, op eit., 1956, p. 30.

Contribut Juvenile De ()
There is no one cause-eof-delingquency. There are many
contributing causes and, for each child, they vary in signi-
a!‘1.4;umeo. The eeonomie and social enviromment in which the
child develops forms a basls for factors contributing to
delingquency. The Jackson County Juvenile Court uses the term
anomic factor in its 1955 anemal report when referring to a

given area and the volume of delinquency.

The word anomie refers to social disorgani-
gation and breakdown in individual norms, Physical
and economic factors may hot be conslidered slone as
explanations for antie-zocial conduet but must be
thought of in relationship to the standards and
cuatoms of persons residing in & glven loecality.

In that report, the nine census traets having
the highest delinquency rate were compared with the
nine lowest, insofar as certaln criterla which the
public commonly assoclates with delinquency causation,
were concerned...Essentially, there were found to be
very notable differences, many of which might be indi-
cative of factors of soclal disorgenization. For
example, twice as many families had unrelated indivi-



éuals living with them in the high delinquency
areas, as in the low; in the low delinquency areas,
the median school years completed was almost four
more than in the high; median income in the low
tracts was more than three times greater than the
high tracta; percent of dwelllng renter occupled
was more than three times groltor in the high delin-
quency areas than in the low,

It can be noted in these cases that high delingueney iz usually
found in families where poor enviromment exists, The family
1s extremely important when considering contributing factors
of juvenile delinguency. In a study of 300 delinguent court
cases, Merrill found that "half the delinguents came from
homes broken by death of one or both parents, divorce or
separation,"?

During 1953, the Jackson County Juvenile Court made a
one-year ;tudy to determine the breskdown in family struecture
BEE i icthit’ o Yol shPLuetas o juvenile delinquents, Of
,ﬂn 1,802 children included in the study, 55.2 per cent were
m living with both natural parents. A conclusion was drawn
that less than one-half of the youngsters were living in
basically sound family situations,

Many writers agree that income and juvenile delinquency

are negatively correlated, 1.0.; juvenile delinquency increases
ng low incoms families, Shaw and othurl3 ‘contend that high

lmbid., p. 13.
Z4eud A, Merrill,

3c1ifford R, Shaw and others, E%LLM%Z
Urban Areas, (Chicagot University of cago Press, 192)
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rates of delinquency are concentrated in s=lum areas of the
American e¢ity, and that the rates become smaller in the better
residential districts, The Juvenile Courtl of Jackson County,
Missouri, found that the median income of families in low
delinquency areas was more than three times as great as the
medien income of families in high delinquency areas, Although
delinquency does occur within high income families, the child-
- ren from these famllies have considerably better opportunities
for proper social adjustment than do the children of lower
income families.
Even though parents understand their children

and are capable of bringing them up wisely, if they

are constantly struggling without success to make

ends meet or are out of work, it 1s extremely diffi=-

cult for them to glve their children a feeling of

security that they themselves lack. No family can

be secure unless it has sufficient income to prorl.d2

its children with at least the necessities of life,

The conditions presented are only a few of the possible
factors contribiting to juvenile delinguency. However, the
home is undoubtedly the most stablllizing factor in the childt's
development, The destructive effects of family discord, poor
housing and poverty, will undoubtedly appear as anti-social

behavior later in the child's life,

1Jackson County Juvenile Court, loc cit.

2U.S.Dopnrhnont of Health, Education and Welfare, op
elt., p. 21,
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. Socla : es and lingque

The programs of prevention by various social agencies
can be broadly defined as!

l, Those trying to serve all of the children within
a neighborhood, community, or locality. The prevention of
delinquency through these programs 1s usually a by-product
| ldnriwd from such broadly based objectives as those of housing
reform, school betterment, increased recreational facilities,
and the reduction of prejudice and discrimination.

2. Those with potential delinguents in mind, Here
the emphasis is on direct service to a selected group of
echildren end (sametimes) their parents.

3+ Those which deal entirely with known delinquent
,children, In these programs, only a limited number of c¢children
are served, and, generally, only rehabilitative measures are
employed as a means of prevention of reoccurrence.

It can be seen that preventive programs that deal
directly or indirectly with delinquency may differ considerably,
To this writer's knowledge, no comprehensive evaluation has
been conducted in recent years to determine the effectiveness
of social sgency programs within the Kansas City ares,

It is generally agreed that all of the burden of the
reduction of juvenile delinguency cannot be placed upon the
schools, Only a portion of the child's day is spent in school,
while the remainder is spent either in the home or in activities
outside the home and school., IHowever, some children find that
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their homes do not provide the proper outlet for their lei-
sure time activities and they must turn elsewhere to find
the desired activities. Ey providing adequate and suitable
facilities, the social agencies can play an important role
in meeting the needs of these children,

Social agencies can be given much credit for the work
they are doing for the children of their community. In most
cases, varied programs are offered in which all of the members
of the family may participate. Many soclal agencies offer
related industrial arts activities in their programs, Of
these, handcrafts 1s an activity available in the majority of
the agencles. Robert C., Sutor states:

s eshanderafts are highly worthwhile
dsvnlop-ant of ecreative abilitles which pere
L mits the child to broaden his knowledge of the
i Al S iRt o
Although handerafts cannot be considered to be the sole answer
to lnilu;n time activities, they can be used to broaden both

the child's knowledge and interests with a worthwhile activity.

hools and Juvenlle n
During recent years the school's relationship to juve-
nile delinquency has arcused much public interest, The school
is usually regarded as second in importance to the home in the
influence 1t has on the lives of children. Our children spend

I'Robort C. Sutor, "Industrial Arts in the Recreational
frlm " Industrial Arts end Voestional Education (Februar
1938), pe. ll e
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& substantial amount of their time in school, which gives
teachers and administretors an opportunity to observe any

peparate problems, With properly trained personnel and ade-
quate facilities, the schools should be able to do their
part in solving these problems, However, it should be remem=-
bered that our schools cammot take the whole burden of respon=-
8ibility for the prevention of juvenile delinquency, The
following statement concerning this point is brought out in
a National Education Assocliatlon Researeh Bulletint
Public-schools systems cannot aceept direct

responsibllity for youth who have alresady left

school, although they may offer a special progrmm

of study, recreation or shop work, The primary

work of the s 1ls must come whlle the youth 1is

gtill in school,

Programs of study that the schools offer must be
adapted to the needs of all youth, with adequate attention
being given to the potential delinguents, In some cases, it
- may be necessary for the schools to re-evaluate their programs
of study in order to provide activities appealing to poten=
tial delinguents. The lmprovement of the school's program
. for delinquent or potentially delinquent children will pro-

mote better services for all children.

s Do Se

1'lﬁ;i.:mal. Education Association, W
W (Washington, D.C.: National cation Assoclation,
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Industrial arts endeavors to bring students into
contact with material things to help them discover interests
and abilities and to give them a better understanding of the
industrial world, as well as to guide them toward a life
occupation in which they will prove capable,

Industrial Arts is basically a shop or

laboratory subject areaj it emphasiges the use

of tangible media...} it provides for extensive

expressional opportunities; it provides experi-

ences in which the learning takes place through

the sense of feeling or toueh in eonjunotiin

with the avenues of seeing and hearingee..
Two of the objectives stated by Gordon 0. Wilber in relation
to the aims of industrial arts are:

l. To explore industry and American indus-

trial clvilization in terms of i1ts organie

gation, raw materials, processes, and

operations, products and occupations,

2. To develop recreational and avocatlonal

activifies in the areas of comtmetivo

work.

Thus, it can be seen that students not only geain eccupational
and vocational training, but the hablts, skills snd experiences
they aequire wi1ll carry over into other related activities or
avocations,

Industrial arts is not new in the field of preventives
for juvenile delinquency. A predecessor to industrial arts,

the "Swedish Sloyd,™ was introduced into the schools of Sweden

limerican Vocatlonal Association, A_M_%%
Instruction in Industrial Arts, (Washington, D.C.:,19 "

2Gordon 0, Wilber, Indust:
(Seranton, Pa,: Internationa Toxt
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in 1846, The purpose of this mrogram was to offset the rise
in immorality emong the youth, which was thought to be the
result of idleness, caused by the faectory system of production.

Many studies which have been concerned with juvenille
~ delinquency bring out the fact that dislike of school often is
~ @ direct or indirect cause of a child's delinguent behavior.
In some cases, boys have been placed in subjects beyond their
abilitles, often causing a rebellious attitude toward every-
thing within the school. Truancy 1s often the result of such
a situation, and this commonly leads to more serious acts of
juvenile delinguency. Glueck and Glueck® made a study of 500
institutionalized delinquents compared with 500 non-delinquents
from the Boston publiec schools. 1t was found that 95 per cent
of the delinquents were truants, as compared with 1l per cent
of the non-delinquents., Although truemey does not constitute
a felony or misdemesanor, it is an indication of social malad-
Justment which must be treated before more serlious offenses
occurs

Industrial arts can be an effective means of offsetting
a child's dislike for more formal school work, because of the
freedom of the shop atmosphere and the fact _thnt he has an
opportunity to work successfully in media with which he can
express ideas, In an article dealing with the education of

llhanor Glueck, Sheldon and G].nocki Unrave J
Delinguency, (New York: Commonwealth Fund, 95%5 pp.&ﬁg-ﬁ.
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delinquents, Norman W. Bedwell states that:

Any program that 1s efficlent in the traine
ing of malad justed boys must take into consideration
the opportunities offered in industrial arts. Its
very nature makes it an effective program; there's
no limit to its flexibility. ZEveryone in an indus-
trial arts class has an ogpormnity to work within
the range of his abllity.

Baker® recently completed a study in Pittsburg, Kansas
to determine whether industrial arts and related asctivities
were a preventive factor in juvemile delinquenecy. The pur-
poge of hils study was to determine if a sultesble program of
Industrial arts and related activities could be worked out
- for the youth of Pitisburg. City managers from thirty-five
selected Midwestern towns similar to Pittsburg were queried
ags to what they had done to lessen juvenile delingquency in
their town. Private interviews wore also held with a number
of people concerned with the welfare of the children., From
this study, one of the conclusions drawn by Baker was that
industrial arts and related activities can prevent juvenile
~ delinquency among a certain type of youth, especially that
type to whom no other activity would appeal.

Other writers, along with the ones quoted, agree that
the industrial arts offer many contributions toward the pre-

vention of Juvenile delinquency.

lNorman W, Bedwell, "Industrial Arts in the Education

of Delinquents,"® %ltthl Arts and Voecational Education,
(May, 1957, pp.148- .

2Lewis D. Baker, "Preventive Aspects of Industrial Arts
Relative to Problem Children,"™ (Unpublished Master's thesis,
Ksnsas State Teachers College, Pittsburg, Eansas, 1950).



CHAPTER III

NETHODS OF RESEARCH EMPLOYED

Selection of Recorded Juvenile Delinguency Cases
The preliminary phase of this study inecluded a survey

of known delingquency cases to ascertaln the interest areas
end sctivitlies of delinguents to determine whether industrial
arts and related activities were of interest to known juve=-
nile delinquents. Data for this phase of the study were
obtained from the filees of the Jackson County Juvenile Court
In Kanesas City, Missouri, The writer was given access to the
files through the permlssion of Judge 5., L. Allegir. Initlal
assistence in locating and interpreting the files was glven
by Mrs. ¥. Vivian Castor, Records Room Secretary.

Necessary data for this study was obtained by sur=-
veying selected case histories of delinquent children known
to the Jackson County Juvenlle Court. In this case survey,
data concerning the delinquent child's court record, school,
interezts and activities were recorded.

The survey was limited to officilal delinguent cases,
since they constituted the more serliocus of fenses known to the
court, Of the official delinguents, male cases were sslected
to be surveyed becauses a far greater number of boys were con=-
glstently known to the court than girls, and boys generally
participated to a greater extent in industrial erts activities
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than did girls. This reduced the case survey to offlcial

male delinguents, The cases were celected from the latest
year of complete statistics complled by the Jackson County
Juvenile Court, which, at the time of the survey, was 1956,
During 1956, a total of 912 males were classifled by the
Juvenile Court as belng offiecial delinguents. It was the
writer's oplnion that a survey of approximately one=fourth

of the officlal male delinquency cases would glve a reasonable
indication of the interests and activities of the delinguents
known to the court. To facilitate computation of the data

by percentagea, 200 cases, or 22 per cent of the total 912
official cases, were chosen for survey. Since additional data
wore to be gathered from other sources, 1l.,e., threo selected
high schools and nineteen social agencles, the writer deemed,
further, that 200 cases were sufficient for this particular
phase of the study.

Cases processad by the Juvenile Court were 1lnitlally
recorded on day sheets in the Records Room, These day sheets
contained only identifying information concerning the child,
and the record of the court's action on each offense. Three
items of informatlon acquired by the wrlter from the day sheéts
were the name, sex, and method of disposition of each case.
This informetion was necessary to select the propor cases from
the Records Room files, In order that the selection might be
representative of the total officlal male delinquency cases

for 1956, approximately one-twelfth of the desired total of
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200 male delingquency cases were selected from the day sheets
for each month, This required obtalning 17 cases from each
consecutive month for 1l months and 13 cases from the remain-
ing month to bring the total number of cases to the desired
200, Fifteen numbered cases were listed on each day sheet,

in the order in which they were received by the court. DBegin-
ning with January, 17 even-numbered official male delinquency
cases were selected in the order in which they appeared on

the day sheets for that month, Alternating each month's
selection between the even and odd-numbered cases, the same
nmumber of cases were selected for the remaining months with
the exception of December, in which only 13 were selected. In
some instances, the same name appeared more than once, and,if
so, the name was omiited and the following even or odd-mumbered
case, depending on the month, was selec ted.

The writer realizes that the method employed for the
selection of the cases was not, statistically, a trus random
sampling but 1t can be noted that many of the findings in the
case survey parallel the statistics compiled by the Juvenile
Court on corresponding datas The data obtained in the case
survey which corresponds to the Juvenile com.'t statistics will
be compared in the following classifications: Age, Race,
Reasons for Referral, Previous Referrals, and Residence Loca-
tionss, Through the comparison of the preceding data, it will
be found that the method which was used for the selection of
the 200 survey cases provided a representative sampling of
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the total male delinquency cases known to the Jackson County,
Mlssouri, Juvenile Court for the year of 1956,

Supporting Data

Table 5 shows the ages, by percentage, of the total
boys referred to the Jackson County, Missouril, Juvernile Court
and the ages of the boys in the 200 surveyed cases. The ages
of the total males referred to the Juvenile Court for 1956
renged from under 7 to 17 years, with the average age being
1l years,l For the case survey of officisl male delinquents,
the age range was 1l to 17 years, with the average being 1.7
years, The difference Iin the average ages was only seven-tenths
of a year. In both the Juvenile Court's statistics and the
case survey, few referrals were recorded for the boys under
13 years of age, with the largest number of referrals occurring
in the 13-to 16-year age group. The Juvenile Court statistice
end the case survey statistics both indicate that more than
one=half of the male cases were within the 15- and l6-year old
ege group. The dirror_onca in ages ranges from a minimum of
three-tenths of a per cent at the age of 11 to a maximum of 5
per cert at the age of 1llj. More than one-half of the ages in
both the Juvenile Court statistics and the cdse survey were
recorded as being 15 and 16,

Table & gives the racial origin of the total boys known
to the Juvenile Court in 1956 and of the boys of the 200 sur=
veyed cases, It can be noted that 7l1.l per cent of the

lJuk:on County Juvenile Court, op c¢it., 1956, p. 27.
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TABLE S

AGES, BY PERCENTAGE, OF THE TOTAL MALE DELINQUENTS
KNOWN TO THE JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI,
JUVENILE COURT DURING 1956 AND OF 200
OFFICIAL MALE DELINQUENCY CASES

Per Cent of Total
¥ale Delinquency Per Cent of Total
Ages Cases known to Kale Delinquency
the Juvenile Court Cases Surveyed
Under 7 0.3 '
7 0.4
8 0.7 “us
9 1.6 .
10 2.0 coe
11 2.8 2.5
12 4.8 3.5
13 11.5 . 10.0
1 17.0 22.0
15 23.9 | 27.0
16 3h.5 3k.0
17 & Over 0.5 . 1.0
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total boys referred to the Juvenile Court were white, while

68 per cent of the boys of the 200 surveyed cases were white,
Negroes accounted for 28,7 per cent of the total boys referred
to the Juvenile Court, while 32 per cent of the boys of the
case survey were Negroes, Mexlcan and others accounted for
only two-tenths of a per .ccnt of the total boys referred to the
Juvenile Court, while no boys of the cese survey were recorded

as being of Mexlcan or other races,

TABLE 6

RACIAL ORIGIN, BY PERCENTAGE, OF THE TOTAL MALE
DELINQUENTS KNOWN TO THE JACKSON COUNTY,
MISSOURI, JUVENILE COURT DURI NG 1956
ARD OF 200 OFFICIAL MALE
DELINQUENCY CASES

Per Cent Per Cent
Race Recorded by Recorded in
Juvenile Court Case Survey
Whi te 71.1 68
Negro 2047 32
¥Mexican and Omr. 0.2 ses

A comparison of the referrals known teo the Juvenile
Court and the referrals recorded in the case swrvey is shown
in Table 7, listed in the order of their reported frequency,
beginning with the largest number of referrsls and descending
to the smallest number of referrals, It can be noted that
larceny md auto theft are recorded most fregquently in both
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the Juvenile Court statistics and in the case survey, and

that minor offenses, such as traffic violations, munning away
and others, are recorded the least frequently in the case
survey, This can be explained by the faet that only official
male delinquent cases were surveyed and the Juvenile Court's
statisties include the total males known to the court, of which
approximeately one-half were recorded as officlal delinquents.
Thie would account for the more serious referrals being recorded
most frequently in the case survey, since the more serious
referrals are likely to receive official court action. It
would be reascnsble to assume that the majority of the refer-
rals kmown to the Juvenile Court for larceny and auto theft
would be. official delinquents, whils the remaining official
delinguents found in the referrals would vary, depending on

the sericusness of the offense. Table 8 shows the percentage
of the tetal boys who were previocusly known to the Jackson
County, Hissourl, Juvenile Court, and the percentage of the 200
surveyed cases previously known to the Juvenile Court. It ean
be noted that variations of more than 10 per cent, but less
than 15 per cent, ere shown in two referrals, traffic violation
and running away. Generally, these referrals are not serious
enough in nsture to require officlal action by the court. Of
the total boys referred to the Juvenile Court in 1956, L9.9
per cent were previously known and 50,1 per cent were not

previously known to the court.l It was found in the case survey

11bid., p. 29.
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that 52 per cent of the total boys were previously known and
L8 per cent were not previously known to the court, This
difference between the two findings might be explained by the
fact that unoffliciel delinguents appearing before the court
for the second time would be more likely to receive official

court action.

TABLE 8

PREVIOUSLY KNOWN MALE DELINQUENCY CASES, BY
PERCENTAGE, AS RECORDED BY THE JACESON
COUNTY, MISSOURI, JUVENILE COURT
DURING 1956 AND 200 OFFICIAL
MALE DELINQUENCY CASES

————— s
Per Cent of Total Per Cent of Total
Hale Delinguency Kale Delinquency
Classification Cases known to Cases Surveyed
the Juvenile Court
Previously known 49.9 52.0
Not previously 5041 48.0
known

]

Figure 2, Pages 10 of Chapter II, shows the deline
gquency rates in Kansas City, Missourl, as recorded by the
Juvenile Court. Higher than average delingquency rates were
concentrated in the north and northwest sectlons of the eity,
while the rate appeared to decline toward the south and east
sections of the city. Figure 3 gives the residence locations
of the surveyed delinguents within Kansas Clty, Missourl.
Similarities between delinquency rates and the residences of



Outline Map of Kansas City, Missouri 33

“ '
;
y
3 ‘“‘f i r“‘l
& § l: . g l |
5 i Westport |- °
By - o e -2 ' L
s 4 b, .
. '1‘ '
A E
: il g e
{8 T o
| | | N

¥
. =g
).
.._i

| [t o

» Delinquent Residence
‘X Soclal Agoncy
el _jASehool
<ITT LInzes ---School Distriet

e~

LOCATION OF DELINQUENT RESIDENCES, NINETEEN SURVEYED
SOCIAL AGENCIES, THREE SURVEYED HIGH SCHOOLS
AND DISTRICTS LOCATED WITHIN
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI



3l
the surveyed delingquents and the total male delinquents can
be noted by comparing Figure 2 and Figure 3, A conceniration
of the residences of the surveyed delinquents appearsin the
areas of higher than aversge delinquency rates, These cone
centrations gradually diminish in the south and east sectionsa
of the city, where the delinguency rate was average or below
average,

Many of the preceding findings from the case survey
and the statistics compiled by the Juvenile Court reveal
distinet similarities, These similerities indicate that the
cases selected for survey can be assumed to be generally
representative of the total male cases known to the court for

the year of 1956,

Se i f Surveyed

It seemed reasonable to the writer that if a survey
was conducted in the schools within the sereas of high and
low delinquency rate, and in a school located in an area of
average delinquency rate, distinct differences in activities
and interest sreas of the students within the schools, would
be revealed. Data from the case survey concerning the schools
attended by the' 200 delinquents appears in Table 9, As shown
in the table, the number of delinquents in attendance in the
recorded schools in Kansas City, Mlssouri, is not uniform.
It was found that several of the schools had many delinquents

in attendance while others had relatively few,
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TABLE 9

SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 200 OFFICIAL MALE DELINQUERTS AS
RECORDED BY THE JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI,
JUVENIIE COURT DURING 1956

Sehool Fumber | Per Cent
Manual High and Vocational School 29 10.0
Central Junior High School 1 740
Northeast High School 13 6.5
West Junior Eigh School 10 540
Paseo High School 9 L5
Eest High School 8 4.0
Northeast Senior High School 7 3.5
Van Horn High School 7 3.5
Westport High School 7 3.5
Lincoln Junior High School 6 3.0
Lincoln Senior High School 5 2.5
Raytown Senior High School 5 2,5
Central Senior High School L 2.0
Roekhurst High School b 2.0
Southeast High School L 2,0
De LaSalle Military Academy 3 - 1.5
Southwest High School - 1,0
Elementary Schools 36 19,0
Not Reported 34 17.0
Total 200 seen .
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The schools with the highest and lowest number of
delinquents in attendance, along with one sqhool listed in
the approximaste middle, were chosen to be surveyed, These
schools were Manuael High and Vocatlonal School, Southwest
High School and Weetport High School, respectively, Students
from these three schools were selected on the following basis:
(1) males had been surveyed in the study previously presented
and ahoﬁm be likewise surveyed in the schools; (2) the study
was concerned with industrial arts activities and males are
more likely to partieipate in this type of activity; and (3)
the ages of 13 and 1} were found in the case survey to be the
first ages of frequent referrals and 1t was deemed by the
writer that these ages might be best sulted for survey to con-
sider possible pz:ovontive measures.

In order that the preceding criteria might be followed,
it was decided to limit the survey to eighth grade boyl.l
Using the data ecollected in the case survey as a working basis,
the writer complled a questionnalre from which the activities
and interest areas of the students could be determined., A
eopy of the questionnaire appears in Appendix B, Before these
questionnaires were distributed in the schools selected for
the survey, permission was obtained from Dr; Clyde J. Baer,
Director of Research for the Kansas City, Missouri Public Schools,

lThe records of enrollment of the Kansas City, Missouri
Public Schools for September, 1958, showed that the majority
of the eighth grade students were 13 or 1l years of age.
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Permission was also obtained from each of the following
principals of the selected schools: MNr, James Boyd, Manual
High and Voecational School, 1215 Truman Road, Kansas City,
Kissouri; Mr, Lawrence Cannon, Southwest High Schoel, 6512
Wornall Road, Kansas Clity, Missouri and Dr. Richard A, Ball,
Westport High School, 315 East 39th Street, Kansass City,
Missourli, The questionnaires were distributed by the coun-
selors to the teachers of eighth grade students, who, in turn,
admninistered them to all the students present, From the
three schools surveyed, 39l questionnaires, whick had been
completed by elghth grade boys, were returned to the writer,

Selection of Surveyed Social Apencies
The final phase of this study included a survey of

social agencies in order to glve a better perspective of the
activities and fecilities which might be available to the
children of Kansas City, Missouri. In order to obtain an
adequate selection of social agencles, the writer contacted
the following persons concerned with the direction and super-
vision of soclal agencles in Jackson County, Missouri: Miss
Verna Rensvold, Supervisor of Public Recreation for Kansas
City, Missouri; Mr, Earl G. Crimsby, Healtlr and Welfare
Council of Kansas City, Missourij and Mr, Phillip W. Ereux,
General Seecretary, Young Mens Christian Association for
Kansas City, Missouri,

From a list of namas and addresses of social agencies
in Jackson County, Mlssouri, furnished by these three sources,
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it was found that 2l agenclies were located within Kansas
City, Missourli, These 2l social agencies were chosen to

be surveyed. Questionnaires were mailed to the directors
of these agencies along with'a letter of explanation cone-
cerning the nature of the study and questionnaire. A copy
of the letter and questionnaire appears in Appendix C.

The directors who had not returmed the questionnaire after
a period of three weeks were sent a follow=-up letter along
with another questionnaire, A copy of the follow-up letter
appearg in Appendix C, Questionnaires were completed and
returned by 19, or 79,1 per cent, of the directors of the 2j
selected soeclal agencies, »

The locations of the 19 surveyed soclal agencles are
plotted on Figure 3, Page 33, by means of an "x", which was
placed as close as possible to the exact address of the social
agency., It can be noted that the soclal agencies are located
throughout the city and all are within the boundaries of
Knrﬁn City, Missouri,



CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF GATHERED DATA

It was not the writer's intention to explore all of
the ramifications of the causes and prevention of juvenile
delinguency, but rather to establish an adequate background
for the possible contributions offered by industrial arts
activities in the prevention of juvenile delinquency, The
data gathered from the case survey and the statistics com-
plled by the Juvenile Court showed a degree of similarity.
Since many of these statistics corresponded, it was the
assumption of the writer that the remaining data obtained
from the case survey concerning the interests and activities
of delinquents should be representative of the total male
delinquency cases known to the Jackson County, Missouri,
Juvenile Gourt during 1956. The findings obtained from the
school survey will be presented to show the differences or
similarities in the activities and interest areas of the
boys from the three surveyed schools. The data obtained from
the soclal agency survey will be presented to give a better
perspective of the leisure time activities ;nd interests of
the children participating in the social agency programs of
Kansas City, Missourl,
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Spare Time Activities
What children prefer to do in their spare time may be

a major factor in the conslderation of delinguency prevention
programs, Table 10 shows thes spare time activities of the
surveyed delinquent boys. It can be noted that 5l, or 27 per
cent, of the surveyed cases had no record concerning spare
time activities, Of the cases reporting spare time activities,
the most frequently reported activity was athletics, with 58,
~or 29 per cent, of the delinquent boys preferring this type
of spare time activity. Second in frequency was television
viewing, a spare time activity of 32, or 16 per cent, of the
delinquent boys, Handwork activities was reported third in
frequeney with 16, or 0 per cent, of the delinguent boys pre-
ferring this type of activity. The same number and percentage
was also reported for movies, which was recorded fourth in
frequency. The remaining boys reported as spare time activities,
art and muslie, general outdoor activities, swimming, and reading,
each amounting to less than S5 per cent of the total 200 sur-

veyed cases,

| Table 11 gives the spare time activity of the boys
surveyed from the three selected high sehoo;g. These activi-
ties are listed in the order in which they sppear on the gues-
tionnaire. It is interesting to note that playing ball was
the activity reported by the highest percentage of surveyed
boys for all three schools. The activity reported by the

second highest percentage of surveyed boys was watching telee
vision, by the boys from Westport High School and Southwest
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High School and swimming, by the boys from Manual High and
Vocational School, Of the remaining spare time activities,
two,making things, and some hobbies, might be considered
industrial arts activities, Of the boys surveyed from the
three schools, hobbles were a spare time activity of 25.} per
cent of the boys from Manual High and Vocational School, 30
per cent of the boys from Westport High School and }8.5 per
cent of the boys from Southwest High School., Making things
was a preferred spare time activity of 9.8 per cent of the
boys from Manual High and Vocational School, 21.6 per cent of
the boys from Westport High School and 25.2 per cent of the
boys from Southwest High School.

TAELE 10

SPARE TIME ACTIVITIES OF 200 OFFICIAL MALE
DELINQUENCY CASES AS RECORDED BY THE
JACKSON COUNTY, MISSQURI, JUVENILE
COURT DURING 1956

W

Activities Fumber Per Cent
Athletics S8 iz
Watehing Television 32
Handwork 16 8
Movies 16 8
Art and Musie 8 5
General Outdoor Act:lvitiot 6
Swimming 6 3
Reading L 2
Not Reported 5l 27

Total 200 vee
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The preceding findinge indicate that the surveyed
delinguent boys and the boys surveyed from each of the three
selected schools preferred athletics for their spare time ac-
tivitye The spare time activity which was generally given
second preference by the delinquent boys and by the boys sur-
veyed from the three schools was watching television., It is
interesting to note that the spare time activities, hobbiles
and making things, which can be considered industrial arts
related activities, were reported by 8 per cent of the deline
quent boys and 9.5 per cent of the boys surveyed from Eeanual
High and Vocational School, the school in the area of the high
delinquency rate. The same type of activity, meking things,
wag reported by approximately ocne-fourth of the boys surveyed
from Westport High School and Southwest High School, the schools
in the areas of average to less than average delinquency rate.

Hobbies

The hobtbles of the surviy.d delinguent boys are shown
in Teble 12, No record concerning hobbles was available for
47, or 23.5 per cent, of the surveyed cases, From the cases
which recorded information concerning hobbles, it was found that
3}, or 17 per ecent, of the delinguent boys had hobbles of some
type, while 119, or 59.5 per cent, had no hobbies of any kind,
The most frequently reported hobby was model building, whieh
was reported by 15, or 7.5 per cent, of the delinquent boys.,
This hobby, which is industrial arts rolatod, includes such
activities as building model boats, airplanes, cars and
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trains, Of the remaining S::-mw:-ded hobbies, repairing cars con-
stituted 6, or 3 per cent, of the hobbles for the surveyed
delinquent boys; woodworking, 3, or 1.5 per cent; coin and
stamp colleeting, 3, or 1.5 per centj and others, 7, or 3.5
per cent, of the hobbies for the surveyed delinquent boys.

The previous hobﬁiol, which can be considered industrial arts
relatad, 1.0., model building, repairing cars, and woodworking,
all constitute 12 per cent of the total 17 per cent of the
surveyed delinquent boys who have hobbles of any type.

TABIE 12

HOBBIES OF 200 OFFICIAL MALE DELINQUENCY CASES AS
RECORDED BY THE JACESON COUNTY, MISSOURI,
JUVENILE COURT DURING 1956

Hobbles Fumber Per Cent

Model Building 1{ Te5
Repelring Cars 3.0
Foodworking 3 1.5
Coin and Stamp Collecting 3 1.5
Others 7 3.5
None 119 59.5
Not Reported 47 23.5

ht.l 200 L I

FPigure }j shows the hobbles reported by the boys sure
veyed in sach of the three selected schools, It can be noted
that the most frequently reported hobby was athletics, with
27, or 52.7 per cent, of the boys surveyed from Manual High
and Vocational School reporting this as a hobby., This type
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of hobby is probably an expression of preference on the part
of the boys and 1t is not likely that they participate in

athletics to the extent that it could be classified as a
hobby. The second most frequently recorded hobby was collec~-
ting, reported by 81, or 39.6 per cent, of the boys surveyed
from Southwest High Schools Thie hobby included any type of
collecting, such as stamps, coins, records and match covers,
The hobby reported third in frequency was an industrial arts-
related hobby, reported by 68, or 33.2 per cent, of the boys
surveyed from Southwest High School, This included such
hobbles as model building, leathercraft, photography, and
woodworking, Industrial arts-related hobbles were also
reported by 27.9 per cent of the surveyed boys from Westport
High School, and 13.7 per cent of the surveyed boys from
Manual High and Vocational School,

0f the hobbles recorded for the surveyed delinguent
boys, industriesl arts-related hobbles constituted 12 per cent
of the total of 200 surveyed cases, Industrial arts-related
hobbles were reported by 13.7 per cent of the boys surveyed
from Manual High and Vocational School, the school in the
area of highest delinquency rate. Of the boys surveyed from
Westport High School and Southwest High School, the schools
in the areas of average to less than average delinquency rates,
279 per cent and 33.2 per cent of the boys reported industrial
arts-related hobbles, respectively. These findings indicate
that, generally, delinquent boys and boys f{rom the areas of high
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delinguency, do not pursue hobbies which might be considered
related to industrial arts,

Work 822-

Many types of spare time activities and hobbiles which
are of interest to boys, require the facilities of a work
shop. One of the questions included in the questiomnaire was
designed to determipe the number of work shops in the homes of
the boys surveyed rEm the three schools and the number of boys
that use these work shops. It was found that only 3, or 6 per
cent, of the boys surveyed from Manual High and Vocational
School, had work shope in their home while L8, or 34.9 per cent,
of the boys surveyed from Westpert High School, and 135, or
66.) per cent, of the boys surveyed from Southwest High School
had work shops in their home, Of the 48 boys surveyed from
Westport High School that had work shops in their home, 37,
or 77«1 per cent, of the lif boye reported that they used their
work shop, Of the 135 boys surveyed from Southwest High School
that had work shops in the homes, 120, or 88,9 per cent, of
the 135 boys reported they used the work shops. No mumber or
percentage was computed for the Manual High and Vocational
Sehool boys using their work shops, since so few (3, or & per
cent) had work shops in their home.

These findings indicate that the boys from Meanual High
and Vocational School, the school in the area of the high
delinquency rate, have very few work shops in their home as
compared to the boys from Westport and Southwest High Schools,
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which are in the areas of average to below average delinquency
rate, This 1s probsbly due to the fact that the boys of
Manual High and Vocational School come from homes located in
the poor residential districts of Kansas City, Missourl and
are not finaneially eble to have work shops, while it can

be noted that a high percentage of boys from Southwest High
School, the school which is located within the better resi-
dentisl district of Kansas City, Missouri, had work shops in
their homes and had a higher percentage of boys using the

work shops,

Jndustrial Arts Classzes

Table 13 shows the percentage of boys enrolled or
provioul.ly enrolled in industrial arts classes, in the order
listed on the questionnaire. The order of the three most
frequently reported industrial arts classes in which the sur-
veyed boys from each of the three schools were enrolled or
previously enrolled, were woodwork, drafting, and general shop
for the boys surveyed from Manual High and Vocational School,
general shop, woodwork and metalwork for the boys surveyed
from Westport High School and woodwork, drafting, and metalwork,
for the boys surveyed from Southwest High Séhool. In the order
of reported frequency, the last two industrial arts classes in
which the boys from all three schools were enrolled or preve
iously enrolled, were ceramics and crafts for Manual High and
Vocational School, and crafts and ceramics for the boys sur-
veyed from Westport High School and Southwest High School.
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L9

PERCENTAGE OF EIGHTH GRADE BEOYS ENROLLED OR PREVIOUSLY
ERROLLED IN INDUSTRIAL ARTS CLASSES TN TEREE SELECTED

HIGH SCHOOLS IN KANSAS CITY, MISEQURI
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Classes V::ﬁ::iniisgégggl H:;;tg:;:ol B:E:tg:;;:I
Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent
Woodwork 86.2 blishy 98.5
Me talwork 6.0 33.2 976
Drafting 31.3 16.h 98,0
General Shop 1.9 86.6 31.Y
Crafts- 1.9 “16.4 19.5
Printing soun - 0.5
Electriecity cade 5.0 2.2
Eechanics snes veoe avee
Carpentry e s 8.0 0.9
Ceramlcs 3.9 2.9 1.3
Others “sss ciee csan




The purpose of Table 1l 1s to show the preferred
industrial arts classes as reported by the surveyed eighth
grade boys from the three selected high schools. No report
concerning the preference of industrial arts classes was
given by 1.1 per cent of the boys surveyed from Manual High
and Vocational School. Of those reporting preference of
industrial arts classes, lj9 per cent preferred woodwork., Of
the b;aya surveyed from Westport High School, no report cone-
cerni.ng the preference of industrliel arts classes was glven
by 37.2 per cent of the boys. The most preferred industrial
arts class by the boys from Westport High School reporting a
preference, was general shop, given by 28,9 per cent of the
boys. lo_ report concerning the preference of industrial arts
classes was glven by 9 per cent of the boys surveyed from
Southwest High School, Of those reporting, the most preferred
industrial arts class was metalwork, reported by 39.1 per
cent of the boyl..

c rs

Conmunity centers are located in the distrlets of Manual
High and Vocational School and Southwest High School, while
Vestport High School had no community center -located within its
district, This is indicated by the findings of the guestionnaire
administered to the eighth grade boys. Only 9.9 per cent of
the boys surveyed from Westport High School reported a community
center in their neighborhood., It is possible that this small
percentage of boys resided outside of the school district
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TABLE 1k

PREFERRED INDUSTRIAL ARTS CLASSES, BY PERCENTAGE,
AS REPORTED BY EIGHTH GRADE BOYS FROM
TEREE SELECTED HIGH SCHOOLS IN
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

Schools
Classes Manual High and Vestport Southwest
Vocational School High School High School
Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent
Praferring Preferring Preferring
Class Class Class
Woodwork 9.0 18,1 32.7
lotalwork 8.0 8.6 39.1
Drafting 1.9 5.6 15.6
General Shop Rir 28,9 2.}
Crafts T 0.8 0.4
Electricity . ' A 0.}
Carpentry B NP 0.}
Ceramics PP 0.8 .
Tot Reported 4l.1 37.2 9.0
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of Westport High School, Of the boys surveyed from Manual
High and Vocational School, 74.6 per cent of the boys
reported commmunity centers in their neighborhoed, while 71.3
per cent of the boys surveyed from Southwest High School
reported comminity centers in their neighborhood. From the
latter two findings, it can be seen that approximately three=
fourths of the boys surveyed from the schools in the areas
of high and low ddlingquency rate reported community centers
in their neighborhoods,.

Manual High and Vocational School had the largest
percentage of boys attending a community center, with 53 per
cent of the total surveyed boys repcrting attendance at a
communi ty center, Southwest High School had 30,7 per cent
of the total surveyed boys reporting attendance in a commmnity
center while 10,7 per cent of the boys from Westport High
School reported attendance at a community center, It can be
noted from these findings that of the three aschools surveyed,
Manual High and Vocational School, the schwol in the area of
the high delinguency rate, had a higher percentage of boys
reporting that there were community centers in their neighe
borhood, and had a higher percentage of boys attending those
communi ty centers.

Activities in the Social Agencies

Questionnaires were sent to soclal agencies for the
purpose of obtaining information concerning the sctivities
available to the children of Kansas City, Nissouri. PFigure 3
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shows the locations of these surveyed soclial agencles., It
can be noted that while the agencies are located throughout
the city, they appear to be concentrated in the northwest and
central sections of the city, which contain the areas of
higher than average delinguency rate, It is interesting to
note that 6, or 31.6 per cent, of the surveyed social agencies
‘are located within the district of Manual High and Voecational
School, the school found in the case survey to have a higher
number of surveyed delinquents than any other recorded school
in Kansas City, Missouri,

The directors of the social agencles were asked to
list the age limits for membership in their organizations,
These are shown in Table 15, Referring to the table, it cen
be noted that 3, or 15.8 per cent, of the directors stated
that children of all ages were eligible and 8, or ;2.1 per cent
stated that there was no maximum age for eligible membership.
It is interesting to note that 7, or 36.8 per cent, of the
social agenclies restricted admittance to children under 18 years
of age. Eighteen, or 9.8 per cent, have admittance ages which
would inelude practically all ages of children. HNo report con-
ecerning eligible ages for admittance was given by 1, or 5.2
per cent, of the agencies,

Pigure 5 shows the comparison of activities offered by
the surveyed social agencies, The activities are identified
as to their relation to industrial arts. The three most fre-
quently reported activities offered in the social agencies were
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TABLE 15

AGE LINITS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN NINETEEN SOCIAL
AGENCIES IN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

Soecial Agencles Reporting

2 Number Per Cent
3-Up 2 10.5
5-Up 6 31.6
217 1 5e2
‘ 8-17 2 10,5
9=16 1 5.2
Under {8 3 15.8
All Ages 3 15.8
Not Reported 1 5.2
Total 19 cons
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athletics, table games and dancing, all of which have no
relation to industrial arts, Of the industrial arts activi-
ties offered, the one most frequently reported was leather-
craft, followed in descending order by wooderaft, ceramics,
basketry, weaving, model construction, metaleraft, photo-
graphy, plastics, mechanics and prh;ing.

A conparisdn of the popular activitles recorded by
the directors of the surveyed social agencies 1s shown in
Figure 6, The three activities most frequently reported in
relation to popularity were athletlecs, dancing, and table
gazes, Of the three industrial arts activitles reported, the
most popular were wooderaft, leather and ceramics, which were
reported by six, five, and four of the social agencies,
respectively. .
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CHAPIER V
SUMMARY, CONCILUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

Juvenile delinquency is a major problem in our country
today, Nationally, a 58 per cent increase in the number of
delinquents appearing before the court was reported between
the years of 1948 ard 195} .} Juvenile delinqueney in Jackson
County, Missouri has also continued to rise in recent years.
The latest availlable statistics at the Jackson County, Missouri
Juvenile Court indicate an approximate increase of 19 per cent
in the delinquency cases known to the court between the years
of 1947 and 1956, Although the percentage increase in known
delinquents was not as great in Jackson County, Missouri, as
the national increase for the same approximate period of time,
1t represents a sufficlent increase to cause concern for the
prevention of future increases.

A total of 2,231 cases were referred to the Jackson
County, Missourl,Juvenile Court during 1956. Of this number,
1,881, or 84,3 per cent, were boys, and 350, or 15.7 per cent,
were girls, Of the total boys referred to the court, 86.9
per cent were between the ages of 13 and 16, The Juvenile
Court authorities believe that the ages of these delinguent

1y,8.Department of Health, Eduestion and Welfare,
°op Bigog Pe 24
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children point up the necessity for more work in the sphere
of pre-delinquency recognition and treatment of younger
children.

The areas of high delinquency rate in Kansas City,
Missouri were, for the most part, located in sections of the
city which are characterized by physical deterioration and
soclal disorganizations These areas of high delinquency rate
were found by the Juvenlle Court to be concentrated in an
area north of 31lst Street and west of FProspect Avenue, or
more genersally, in the northwest or north central sectlons of
Kansas City, Missouri.

Social agencies cen be given much eredit for providing
programs which meet the needs of lelsure time activities of
the children. Many of the agencles are also offering programs
which are designed to provide activities for both children
and adults, One of the activities avallable in many social
agencies is handerafts, which h;l been found to be a highly
worthwhile development of creative abilitles.

Hany studies concerning juvenile delinquency have
brought out the faect that a child's dislike for school can
be a direct or indirect cause of delinguent behavior. This
delinquent behavior often is expressed in trhanoy or other
acts of delinquency. Industrial arts can be an effective
means of correcting a child's dislike for school through the
opportunities the child has for working in a media with which

he can express ideas,
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A program that is to be effective in the training of
malad justed boys should take into consideration the oppore
tunities offered through industrial arts. The nature and
flexibility of industrial arts activities enables students to
work within the range of their ability and endeavors to bring
them into contact with material things to help them discover
interests and abllities., Among other things, it glves them
a8 better understanding of the industrial world, as well as
providing guidance towards a life oceupation in which they
can prove capable,

The objective of this study has been to determine the
poesible contributions industrial arts and relsted acitivities
may offer through the schools and soclal agenciss toward the
prevention of juvenile delinquency. General questions which
furnished the basls for this study were:

1, How many children from areas of high delinguency
rates have work shops available as compared to those in the
areas of low delinguency rates? How many use them?

2s What ere the hobbiles of delinguent children? How
many could be considered related to industrial arts?

3. VWhat are the hobbies and spare time activities of
children residing in the areas of high, average and low delin-
quency rates? How many could be considered related to indus=-
trial arts?

s What types of industrial arts subjects are being
offered in the schools located in the areas of high, average
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and low delinguency rates? Which ones are the most preferred?

S5 What types of industrial arts or related activities
are being offered in cormunity reereation programs? Which are
the most popular?

Data for the preliminary phase of this atudy was obtained
by surveying 200 uhctodl official male delinquency cases
recorded by the Jackson County, Missouri,Juvenile Cowt for the
year of 1956, In order to insure that the 200 cases selected
for survey were a representative sample of the total cases
referred to the Juvenile Court for the year of 1956, certain
Juvenile Court atntistlel were compared with the findings in
the case survey, The data used for comparison was s follows:
Age, Race, Reason for Referral, Previous Referrals and Residence
Locations, Many of the findings from the case survey, when
compared to the statistics compiled by the Juvenile Court,
revealed distinet similarities, These similarities indicated
that the cases selected for survey were reasonably represen-
tative of the totel male cases known to the court for the
year of 1956,

The data for the second phase of the study was obtalned
by surveying eighth grade male students in three high schools
in Kansas City, liucuri.z These schools, selected according
to the number of recorded delinguents in attendance, were Manual

lpetaile of the method employed for the selection of
the 200 cases were presened in Chapter III,

2Details of the method of selection of eighth grade male
students for survey were presented in Chapter III,
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High and Vocational School, Westport High Schoel, and
Southwest High School., Questionnaires were administered
to the boys to determine their interest areas and activi-
tles. Of these gquestionnaires, 39} were completed and
returned,

The final phase of this study included a survey of
social ageneles in order o give a better perspective of the
activities and facilitles available to the children of Kansas
City, Missouri, From a 1list of social agencies procured from
three persons affilisted with the directlon and supervision
of soclial agencies in Xansas City, Missourl, 2} were selected
for survey and were sent questionaires: 19, or 79.l1 per cent,
returned completed questionnaires,

The significant data gathered from the preceding
sources may be summarigzed as follows:

l. Manual High and Vocational School was found to
have the highest number of surveyed delinguents in attendance,
of all the listed schools, while Southwest High School had
the fewest surveyed male delinquents in attendance.

2. Industrial arts and related activities were
reported as a spare time activity of 8 per cent of the 200
surveyed delinquent boys. For the boys surveyed from the
three selected schools, 9.8 per cent of the boys from Manual
High and Vocational School, the school in the area of high
delinquency rate, 21.6 per cent of the boys from Westport
High School and 25.2 per cent of the boys from Southwest High
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School, reported industrial arts activities as a spare time
activity,

3. Only 3L, or 17 per cent, of the surveyed delinquent
boys reported hobbles of any type while 2, or 12 per cent,
of these boys recorded hobbles which were industrial arts-
related,

s Of the boys surveyed from Manual High and Voca-
tlonal School, 13.:7 per cent reported industrial arts-related
hobbles, while 33.2 per cent of the boys from Southwest High
Schoel, the school in the area of low delinquency rate, repor-
ted industrial arts-related hobbiles,

5. It was found that 66.l per cent of the boys from
Southwest High School had work shops in their homes while 6
per cent of the boys from Manual High and Vocational School,
the school in the area of high delinguency rate, had work
shops in thelr home.

6. The largest percentage of boys surveyed from each
of the three selected schools were currently or previously
enrolled in woodworking classes while a small percentage of
boys from each school reported being enrolled or privionsly
enrolled in ceramics and crafts. :

7+ Woodwork was the most preferred industrial arts
class by 49 per cent of the boys from Manual High and Voca=
tional School, General shop was the most preferred industrial
arts class by 25,9 per cent of the boys surveyed from Westport
High School while metalwork was the most preferred industrial
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arts class by 39.l1 per cent of the boys from Southwest High
School.

8« The boys surveyed from Manual High and Vocational
Schogl, the school in the area of high delinguency rate, were
less likely to be members of any organization, elther in or
outside of school, while the boys surveyed from the two schools
in the average to less than average delingquency rates, Westport
High School and Southwest High School, were more likely to
be members of organizations, either in or outside of school,

9« Approximately three=fourths of the boys from Manual
High and Vocatlional School and one-tenth of the boys from
Westport High School reported community centers in their neighe
borhoods.

10, More than one-half (53 per cent) of the boys sur=-
veyed from Manual High and Vocational Sechool, reported attending
communi ty centers, Of the boys surveyed from Westport High
School and Southwest High School, 10.7 per cent and 30.7 per
cent, respectively, reported attendance in community centers.

1l. The industrial arts activity offered most fre-
quently by the social agencies was leathercraft, followed in
descending order by wooderaft, ceramles, basketry, weaving,
model construction, metaleraft, photography, plastics, mechanics
and printing.

12, The three most popular industrial arts activities
reported by the social agencies were wooderaft, leathereraft, and
ceramics., The three most popular of all activities offered by the
nineteen social agencies were athletics,daneing, and table games,



€5

It can be concluded from the data gathered and pre=
sentsd in this study, that less than one-fifth of the sure
veyed delinquent boys were found to attend soeial agencleas
in Kensas City, Missourl, even though social agencies were
conveniently located throughout Kansas City, Eissouri, and
were more frequently located in the areas of high delinguency
rate, The lack of attendance at the social agencies by the:
delinquents might be attributed to the fact that the activi-
tles and faecilitles do not interest the boys.

Through the survey of the three selected schools,
Manual High and Vocational School, Westport High School, and
Southwest High School, 1t was found that the boys fram the
area of high delinquency rate had the smellest number of
work shops in their home. This could be due to a laek of
facllities and financial means of the home and family., In
this situation, if the boys have constructive types of inter-
ests, 1t would be necessary for them to pursue these interests
outside the home,

It has been generally agreed that no one program can
prevent juvenile delinguency. It takes the combined efforts
of a number and variety of programs to meet the many interests
of children., The schools have opportunities of offering worthe
while activities during after-school hours to stimulate the
interests of children, while the social agencies also have
these opportunities In the programs they are orrqring_. The
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effectiveness of these programs offered to the children of
Kansas City, Missouril, needs to be evaluated to determire the
specific accomplisiments they are making in the prevention
of juvenile delinquency. The evaluation should also be con-
dueted to determine whether the programs offered by the
schools and soclal agencles are of interest and benefit to
delinquent and potentially delinguent children, and further,
to determine whether these benefits are sufficient to reduce
the delinquency rate of the communities.

Sis: findlngs of Uils shudy pevedled Dhat Bust boss
have acquired experiences in iIndustrial arts through the
schools and that this type of activity is pursued by many
boys in hobbies and leisure time activities, Although the
actual effectiveneess of this type of activity in delinguency
prevention is not known, there is a sufficlemt number of
ehlldren interested in industrial arts activities to warrant
thelr Inclusion in the programs offered by the schools and
social agencles,
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CHECK SHEET

Age 2 Sex Address

Complaint(s) 1. HNature of Offense
2. Nature of Offense

a. Nature of Offenze

» Nature of Offense

Family - Merital troubles - Yes ( ) o ({ )

Father living - Yes ( ) %o ( )

Born in Kansas City, Mo. Yes ( ) ¥Wo ( )

Education years

Employed - Yes ( ) No

Health - Good ( ) PFair ( ) Poor { )

Religion - Attendance - regularly

oceasionally never { )

Affiliation

Mother living - Yes ( ~) ¥o ( )

ggrn 1: Kansas City, Mo, Yes ( ) Fo ( )

ucation years

Employed - Yes ( J No ( )

Health =« Good ( ) Pair ( ) Poor ( )

Religion - Attendance - regularly |( ;

: oceasionally ( never. ( )
Arfilietion

Other children - Number boys _______girls
Number living at home at time
of first offense

Home - Size Furnishings - good (
fair ( ) poor ()

Child - Parents! attitude toward birth - wanted ( ) unwanted({ )
Zelf Control - good ) r
Health - Illnesses (serioua?oolba { ) No ( )
Religion - Attendance regularly
occasimally ( ) never ( )
Affiliation
Sehools (s) attended:

Truaney Yes ( ) No ( )
Attitude toward school




Other Agency Contacts - Apgency

CHECE SHEET - continued

Gredes - above average {( ) average ( )
below average ( )
Citigenship - sbove average ( ) average ( )
% below average ( )
I.

Interests and lActivities -
Spare time activities at home-types

Hobbles Yee ( ) Ho ( )= types

Participation in organized recreation

Yee ( ) No ( ) Types
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SCHOOL QUESTIONNAIRE

DIRECTIONS: DO NOT place your name on this paper, Pleacse

answer the questions the best you can by riiling in the

blanks or checking the correct answer.

Check Onet
Grade Age

Sex: Boy Girl

Race: White Colored
l, How many other children in your family are living at home?

Brothers Sisters

2. How many years have you lived in Eansas City?

3. How many times have you moved while living in EKansas City?___

lie In this column In this column

check the check the class
Practical Arts you like best
classes you of the ones

have taken or you have taken
are now take (eheeck only
ing in school one

Woodwork

Metalwork P———— -

Drafting (Drawing) i Py 55

General Shop R 4 p £ .

Crafts (Plastics,leather ete) ____ . 0

Printing S = LS

Electricity -l . - m—

Mechanlcse PR selbwinnis

Carpentry . —

Ceramics L5304 4 PSS

Foods P SN

Clothing E—

Homemaking PRS-

Other Practical Arts classes:

Se

;ro you a member of any c¢lub or organization in school?
es No

Are you a member of any club or organization outside of
school such as Scouts, Y.M.C.hA., Y. W.C.A.,? Yes » __



T
B

Te

10,

11.

13.

1k,

» When do you attend the center the moast? After school

72

Do you have a hobby? Yes No
What is your hobby or hobbles at the present time?

Which of the following activities do you like to do the
best in your spare time?

Your hobby

Kake things

Wateh TV

Listen to the radio

Go to the movies

Play ball (football,basketball,baseball etec)
Boxing :
Swimming

Listen to music

Play musical instrument
Dance

Draw

Read

Do nothing

Others:

Do you have a community center in your neighborhood?
Yes Ro

Do you attend any community center regularly? Yes
No :

VWeekends . Summers

Do you like most of the activities offered in the center?
Yeos No

Are the activities in the center well supervised? Yes
KNo

The next two questions are for boys to answer:

15. Can you make thinge in the center like you can in your

16,

school shop? Yes No

Do you have & work shop at home? Yes No Do
you use it? Yes No
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315 East 39th Street
Kansas City, Missourl
March 2, 1939

I am making a study in Jackson County to determine
whe ther industrial arts or related activities might help
in the prevention of juvenile delinquency. I am speci-
fically interested in the areas your club or organization
offers which might be consldered industrial arts or related
activities and the way these activities are accepted by
your members.

You will help me considerably by completing the
enclosed gquestionnaire. I realize the data you provide will
be of general nature but 1t will still be of great value.,

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

David E, Hill,
Instructor
Westport High School

(Letter accompanylng questionnaire)
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315 East 39th Street
Kansas city, Missouri
Mareh 2l, 1959

Recently you were sent a letter and questionnalre
concerning a study I sm conducting to determine whether
industrial arts or related activities might help in the
prevention of juvenile delinquency.

To date, I have not received your completed ques=
tionnaire., I realize that your duties keep you very
busy end the questionnaire could easily have been mis-
placed. Therefore, I am enclosing an additional ques-
tionnaire which I am haping you will find time to complete
and return to me.

Your assistance will be greatly lpprooiatod.
Sinoeroly,_

David E, Hill,
Instructor
Westport High School

(Pollow-up letter)



THIS QUESTIONNAIRE IS ANONYMOUS,

SOCIAL AGENCY QUESTIONHAIRE

AND CHECK THE APPROPRIATE SPACES,

1.

2,
3.
Lo
5.

6.

Te

Se

e
19,

Total membership of your organization

76

PLEASE FILL IN THE BLANKS

If no membership, average mumber frequenting your organie

zation

irregular

Approximate number of boys

Are your members mostly white

unable to state

girie”
Regro ____
Ages of children eligible for admittance
Attendance by members considered to be consistent

lexican

Do you consider the neighborhood of most of your members
below average
unable to state

5o be average

state a

o

above average

Are community resources, such as schools, churches, parks,

etec. considered adequate? Yes Unable to

How many members considered to have delinguent tendencies?

¥odel Construction

Metaleraft
Wooderaft
Plastiecs
Leather
Basketry
Veaving
Pho tography
Mechanics
Painting
Printing
Drawing
Ceramics

Table Games (Cards,checkers

ete.

J

T

0 25% 50% 75%
tendencles? © 25% S0%
How many members have been referred by other agencies?
Check
Activities
Offered:

T

No delinguent
75%

Check

Popular
Activities:



SOCIAL AGEWCY QUESTIONNAIRE - continued

Athletics
Danecing
Others: (Speeify)

11, Which of the following do you consider adequate?
Activities offered uipment available

Bullding facilities ber of children served

PLEASE HAKE ANY ADDITICRAL COMMENTS YOU BELIEVE HELPFUL TO
THIS STUDY ON BACK OF THIS PAPER.
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