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than a friend. In the other statement, Thoreau expressed
the- opinion that it would be a treason to our love and even
a 8in against God to try to erase even one drop of a true
and impartial hatred. Unamuno gives eredit to Thoreau for
these ideas but does not mention the exact source in which
he read them (Obras completas, p. 540). However, having
found someone to substantiate hils peradox, Unamunoc leaves
it as an assumed truth while he goes on to make the same
compariscn between pride and humility, and he develops his
essay along lines which further point out the interdependence
of pride and humility.

Unarmuno took thoughts and ideas from meny different
sources in his critieism of Spain and Spanish 1ife and in
his efforts to improve his country. OCliver Wendell Holmes
enters briefly into his discussion of Spain in his assay,'
El ipdividualismo espafiol. Here, Holmes lends him a definite
idea on which to base his essay. Holmes once spoke of
three Johns, who were actually one person. One was the John
that the person belleved himself to be; one was the John
that others believed him to be, and last was the John that
he was in reality (Obrss completss, p. 389).- Unaruno begins
his essay with the thought that there are also three Spains.
One is the Spain which Spain itself thinks it is; another 1is
the Spaln that the outside world thinks of, and last is the
Spain that exists in reality.
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Religious Writers

The only American religious writer to whom Unamneo
makes reference in his essays is William Ellery Channing
(1780 - 1842). In at least two cases, Unamuno found ldeas
in Channing's philosophy that he could apply to his own
writings. Although Unswmuno is often very criltiecal of the
Catholie chureh and espeelally of the elergy and their
Involvement in politics, he is nevertheless a good Catholie
in his basiec beliefs. When Channing mentions the willing-
ness of Unitarianism to accept many ideas, ignoring their
basic confllet, Unamuno is quiek to point out that Catholies
Insist on the bellef in either all of their doctrines or
none., He alsc adds that the greatest weakmess in Frotestant
theology 1s that so many people, beeause of the lack of
striet doctrine eventually come to believe in nothing with
sincerity or, worse yet, they accept everything they hear as
truth. Unamuno points out that believing too much is the
greatest of ali evils and this is what Uniterians do when
they accept a great many bellefs which, to Unamuno, have
very little in common (Ensayos, vol. II, p. 782).

In the essay, Clentifieismo, Unamuno péints out that
Channing believes that if Catholicism fails to recapture
Burope, atheism will eventually result. Unamuno accepts
this theory without question. He says that false doctrines
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always breed disillusiomment and scepticism sooner or later
in their followers, and being a scestic 1s to Unamunc only
& short step from agnosticism and even atheism. As proof of
this, he refers to many of the selentists of his day, whose
blind belief in the sciences have led them to eventual

atheism (Obras completas, p. 938).

Foets end Writers of Filetion

Walt Whitman's name is mentioned many times in Unamuno's
essays. Unamuno admires him most of all for the character
and personality which he expresses in his writings., He says
that he has known a few men like Whitman perscnally, although
they were not quite on his level. Thelr personality ereated
an atmosphere which affected all who surrounded them. It
was not so much the things they said, but their way of saying
it, their tone of volece and gestures that impressed others.
He says the secret of that intimate suthority of Whitman's
is his seriousness about everything. Even humor is a serious
matter to this type of men. They are the exact opposite to
what Unamuno ealls the stupid sefiorites, who are enamored
with superficialities and idle gossip, On Whitman's lips,
says Unamuno, even the mést vulgar of thoughts could be
transformed into the most noble of sentiments (Cbras com-
pletas, p. 1277).
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In the essay, El fondo del sbismc, Unamuno digresses
from his main thought to tell his readers that the comelu-
sions which will follow have not been srrived at by reason,
but from life. For thls reason, he will have to rationalize
somewhat in order to present them to the reader. Most of
the following, he admits, ean not be reduced to any loglcal
system or theory. In faet, he wants no school of thought or
theory to be based on his philesephy, and he quotes Waitman's
Myself and Mine, "I charge that there be nc theory or school
founded out of me"™ (Emsayos, vol, II, 325).

When once ag;in Unamuno is sceused of inconsistency,
he brings Whitman to his defense and translates his words
thus, ";Que me contradigo? Pues, bien: me contradigo. Soy
amplio, contengo muchedumbres.” Then Unamuno adds that those
who never contradiet themselves must indeed have only simple
thoughts, for even chemieally speaking, the more simple the
body, the more inalterable it is (Obras completas, p. T43).

Unamuno was also familisr with the writings of Edgar
Allen Poe, =nd in his essay, Scbre el ajedrez, Unamuno finds
cause to bring in some of Poe's thoughts, In this essay,
Unemuno is very critical of the game of chess and its sup-
posed intellectual nature. In the preface to Murders of the
Rue Morgue, Poe wrote a rather lengthy commentary on chess
with which Unamuno agrees exactly, and he translates this
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for his readers, It is Unamuno's idea, and also Foe's, that
the game of chess is not the intellectual game that most of
its devotees claim it is, In chess, Unamuno says, complexity
is often mistaken for profoundness, a mistake thiech is common
in meny phases of 1ife, It is not deep nor profound, but
simply complicated, and it demands the maximum of concentra-
tion t6 avold error. For this reason, it is often not the
most Intelligent person who wins, but the one with the most
concentrative mind (Obras completas, 1256, or 1257).

It should be obvious that there are few subjects which
can long hope to escape commentary by Unamuno. The essay,
Conversacidn tercera, is written in the style of a dialogue

in which Unamuno 1s able to discuss a subject with himself,
giving answers to his own questions and questioning his own
statements. There are three essays of this type, and Unamuno
covers a wide range of subjects in easch. At the end of the
third, he expresses fatigue at the gquestions end thoughﬁl
which still plague him, but he says that there are no conelu-
sions to be made. Like Foe's raven, he will never be able

to conclude anything for sure, "Never, never, nevermore"

(Obras completas, p. 982).

Of the American writers, Willlam James and, in particular,
his essay on Great Men &nd their Environment, gives Unamuno

definite inspiration in the formetion of his ideas., Emerson,
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Thoreau, and Holmes are also important for their philosophy.
Whitman and Poe are pralsed as the finest of Amerlican writers.
Also, Unsmuno displeys interest in the philosophy of Williem

Ellery Chamning.



CHAFTER VII
CONCLUSIONS

Miguel de Unamuno, through his essays, has left a
rather remarkable record of his life and thoughts. His
essays cover a wide varlety of subjects, and not a few times
eontelin epparent inconsistency and even paradox. However,
the essay is for Unamuno a means of forming his own thoughts
and opinions as well as = means of expressing them. They
all have In common a basic sincerity and an intemnse search
for truth, which 1s so characteristic of &ll of Unammno's
work. This basie sincerity was, in fact, probably one of
the reasons that he enjoyed such wide popularity during his
life. Hils essays were read and commented upon throughout
the Spanish-speaking world. Unswuno's knowledge of many
different languages z2nd his interest in literature made it
possible for him to refer, in these essays, to a wide range
of ldeas and different philosophies. He used these ideas
which he gained from other literatures often in suprort of
his own arguments and, indeed, even in the formation of his
own ideas and philosophy.

Unamuno's philosophy is not a simple one and it
represents an all-encompassing view of the world!s eulture.
Through hils reading, he became aware of the national trends
in religion and polities, the cultural schievements and
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scientific discoveries, and the meny schocls of philosophy
throughout the world. This aswareness not only gave him an
unlimited source of ldeas, but it also gave him a certain
universality of knowledge which made it possible to place
these ideas in proper perspective and to formulate a philoso-
phy which, while being based on the best of the world's ideas
and hence, universal in character, was a2lso intensely personal
in nature.

The ideas which Unarmmno drew from British and Ameriean
literature cover a wide range of subjeets. He read English
quite well and was familisr with almost all the important
authors up to and ineluding his day. However, Unamuno's
treoatment of the various British and American authors never
follows any definite pattern. He refers to their i1deas when-
ever they seem pertinent to the thought of the essay.

Of the many authors with which Unmyuno was familiar,
Shakespeare and Wordsworth seem particularly to be his
favorites. He considersd Shakespeare as one ol the greatest
literary figures of all time, and his dramas were, for
Unamuno, the 1deal peak of literary achievement, both in
style and content. Also, Unammo sdmired many of the
philosophical references which he found in S:hakeSpoare. Many
times these became permanent parts of his own philosophy.

Because of Unamuno's basically romantic nature, the
Romantle perlod of English literature was also particularly
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interesting to him. Among these writers, the lake poets were
his favorites, and he was especislly impressed by the poetry
of Wordsworth.

Being very interested in religion and rhilosophy,
Unemuno naturally devoted muech of his time to literature of
this type, and he gained = first-hand Imowledge of many of
the religious and philoscphical ideas which were peculiar
to England and Americe during the first part of the industrial
revolution. In fact, Unamunoc found the vigor and energy of
the English and American peoples very fascinating. He was
always quieck to point out his disagreement with many of the
concepts which were being advenced during this perioed, but
its resourcefulness and vitality greatly impressed him,
Unamuno often expressed the feeling that he would like to .
ses such restlessness in the Spanish people. Change was, to
Unamunc, necessary for any progress. '

In the English historians, Unamuno also found this
spirit of pride and optimism. He found that the English
people took inspiration from their past as well as from the
present, and he regretted that the Spanish people did not do
the same. The personal sStyle in which many-of these histories
were written also impressed Unamuno very much.

Unamumo, in his essays, used the idess which he
vdiseovorod in the various British and American writers es a

sort of foeal point from which he developed them along
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lines which M suited him personally. He probably never
adopted any of these ldeas without some change. Many were,
however, very important to him, and cnce they underwent the
basic slterations necessary to suit his individual require-
ments, they often became permsnent parts of his phllosophy.
Fundamentally Unamuno was always basically Catholic in belief
and Spanish in nature.
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