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t rerr lCIlBlUOG of dO 

ArmandO' 8 , i t s mot • 

t Angel C Rueda~3t 

o 

3Ibid. , • 13. 

4Ibid • , • 17. -
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so. ,,$ 18 ,unrest sI 1" IAd16s1 

r. 1"71.
 

lacl0 Va1 , ta 
(Madrl lctoriano 

= .._._.._
l'SnAp8z. 
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1 eonT.r~U 1'1 of 

son, wnom p~~acio YaldOs oherished. Present at his wifefs 

• Pereda and P6HZ Gald6a •. 
In 1889 Palacio Va1di. mar-r1ed a. 70tUUt ~adY rrom 

1z. Mano11ta Vola. There were no children from th1s 
- "- were ver'J~ - - -- -_ .. -

o eaoh other, so It was a great shock to don A-rmanao 

..... en h0 received word in lq19 that the son had been klll 

of letters Q-
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e then r d p renee ror Kogel-la, beroine of 

Sant-
1nte1"VJ.tJwar t thout:lbt that Falac10 

Vold6s more I1ber, 

assume ositiona ot ~e4t 

be quoted b1m ,as 887 , 
franetas· Inglatena. 1 s quo 

Idtelotwere 

ovormnant. 

1 

re~ons1h11 

ru~tJ 

1& Dol81 voto J TO ,,1 r "1 t 16n 

re1a !n1.trac1 ustl0 • 

taith in the wlsdom or women mlght be e ct - a 

conservative ot tne 18 e.ntUJ'7. 

In ~lte of tne 10s8 or seve oved ones, 1aol0 

Va1dl. t 10 life BOn.ara 1;0 have en I"Ht.I..I.Or '1 one. 

led 1e 1 V-U.Ju.r ed 1e d1Yerslons. In his 

g,mnastl0 C1S.8 

tor 111' e 11 to 

take strolls 

i"10 ' r 

1!I' ..... 6A...MA.d:r'~'. one of his 

tavorite haunts. determ alWIlYS to 

run his 1 man,. people 

have t one co' 

t strict 

&ODearanC8 o~ 

learned 

t!1span1a J 

.~ndo Palacl0c t 
ValdGs I 929), Pit .). 

1Ozbld., p. 446. 



11 

e e"len­fav 1 

lBarh8d e In PlIUl-or;i.U., d his life came 

to G. 010 

cl0 Valdes U"IJKr thi-s 111"8 over 

t-..:en Tears ago, his i!:!mortal. e had 

the nood fortune t of sui"tic1ent 

lnOllnSJ t.herefore it was never nec to "'-frlte to 

et monetary needs. In o securltT, cl0 ValdA" 

inherited t act1.... gination thirst 

rot' e;1 .."n"~ • This set ot Ircumstancea combined to torm 

one of ular no in has ever produced. 

",ot 'Ores tor mone7, I enabled t it. 

1 e astir",. o. 1acl0 Idlta' 

1 

urelv tor tbe love of ost ot his Dovels, howeTer, 

werer 01a1 auoee ot bis works have been 

tranolated into other tried to make hll 

novel.a examples ot art. He 'portrayed 111'. &8 he saw it, 

realist. Ac-cord1nP, to 

t at nor a 'DO lUUJIlJ.. S t , 

In ot 1 he dN' fr 

.xoert.ncea in hia 0 111"•• e treated human toiblee 

suf'tlc1ent~'1 sympathetical17, but a8 rule hia at.ones 

1. 00 • 
e 1s 

est A. ,rer
 
1ated, rey!
 orle,.
olt, 1930). 
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tinis th a fJ e ot retributi011, especiall}' tor thos8 

1,. 11 as fl!8X1mo o~ 

t Id 

bo nlaced in the 

realists. 

lives 

ar • • 1 Ona. 0 

o 1m:>ortant 

th'I'"AAO. 1stb.oumt. III'h·.......4:0 I 

'le s eters wltil r 

novel.,. 

r nost of his noyels. 1 dr is tt1: 

1. native la8. He 1 letur1ng 

lstlcal17 his own r- about his own 

t 

om.. t ite Is. He based allot 

19 writ on hi. 0' obserTetlona. 

He leture 0 ontain. 'something 

ot sorrow 30... 1 Valbu t at.e, 

si:oP"1eAl 

novela de 8 o e aclcate ae 
s1 .~omu17 tersDersed bi. 

narrative ~lth a of or that never Qlstracts from 

the story. • humor • never reed. 1acl0 Vald!s 

12 
1 Val 

• 

tt1S~O~1a de 1& literatura 
II ( Catedrltlco de la Unlversldad 

d 
OIDO 

• 1937), 
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11 1 in theabi11t1 be 

events ::limply. He 

it olo.selV in 

in Iv. In onlY two or h1e 

to 

, t 

lth his 8ub­

.a U%' chure.~,t 1e 
stratum of sooiety. In 

lca,ted hi. Dreterenoe for 

life bei11lit bro t 

8 mini • 

rather rly 1n 11fe 

11 rote: 13 

on 

u1te as stern ".lith 

h imsel.t 6.8 he 1 o1;,ner au.lJuur;, o 

orito Octa.l0, he critioized 

writi • second 

one, A._" .._ ...~.la, he 'Vl.owea vorably. .-__ ta Z 

is r1r~t novel U) d into other 

language. 

never ritl..... 

1­

tlon or hi , 
it h If second attemot 

13AubNy .... Co Literature 
( York, D.lJ,.QPJ.. 1933'" 



l4aarja, OD. £!1., p. 38$. 
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OIlAiTER III 

ITBRELIGIO 

rIa ~e Blorza, one 01' tbe two main characters of 

, __8 tho daugtlter or an engineer vtlo wall ver"f 

ell thouPb,t or in the little town of' Bieva, which 0108e17 

resembles tb.e ohildhood hOEe of the author' 8 mother. In 

the actual town, AT11&S, Palacio Vald6s spent muoh ot hi. 

boJllood. Maria va. patterned atter Mary, one of the ~wo 

s1sters of' Lazarus, whose account can be found 1n 1Y!.! X: 

41-42: "And Josus an_swer~d aDd saId unto he~, Martha, 

Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 

ut one th1ng 1s needtul t and Mary hath chosen that ~ood 

rt, whioh ahall not be taken away from ber.'- As the 

reader nroere,sea into the novel, there 18 doubt 10 hi. mind 

that Palaoio Vald6. aJateed that it was F..ar:Y Who had ohosen 

the rt. 

Throumout the eto reference for 

orid. Shethings of the lrlt rather th 

de P ta, but ahe treated 

b ith laok or consideration. 

• betrothed to R~c 0, 

red to outsi~ers 

to be like a saint, but l'slstently t 1 on the 

fe-eling. of tho close to r. Ithowrb. abe aJ)l)eaJ'ed e11"­

less, she aotuall,. using to attract attention 

to herself'. 
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Palacio 

17 
r talents 

(Madrid: 

• 

to 

the housework 

I' narents were 

for reading, 

gnatl1 

rosa. Sh.e 

throne, at the 

I' lnter.at 1n the 

or the clergy often 

an araent worker tor 

t 

o t 

a 

yr in he'!' affiliation wltb 

ized tor the Durpose of 

ls. Leav 

it express 

00.81: 16 

was direct 

law 

r slstor, who was 

Iter Scott.s stories 

.8atiable thi 

d6s
i 

Marta Z ~-••= 
res, 9~p. i , 

bee 

nt. 

t 

.utobl0tatanhy 0 

• of 

ove 

or frionds' supply of books. 

t 

8ic because 0 

sta tO~Qrd ethereal 1 

n1i1c novels, 

In enjoyed read 

en in hor teens, 

11y chores t 

ovoment 

be emaust 

.daice, en In cual habla hecho prodlgiosoa adelantea, 
babla fomentado en au coraz6n elerta tend.nola a 1a 
melanool!. l' al 11anto. Lloraba POl' cualquier coaa; 
a vecos sin motivo alguno '1 cuando me,DOS S8 oaperaba; 

81'0 1a. 14gr1llaa eran tan duloea .., s.ntla oon ella. 
placer tan intellso t que en mu.c~.ocaalon•• las pro­
Tooaba con art1tlclo. 

1nf1uenced by t 

for bOU~8. Be 

Ibe was so 8asily mOTod to tenrs 

concerned about b.e~ health. 

Marla appeared to 

the Carli.ta, ~8rl11a bands or 

acing don Carloa VII, 'orete 

t1cal, 

other 

'ald~8 deacrib 

ot the 

16Armando Palac i 
Lib~.r1a de Vic~or1ano 

led the ~8rl~la banda, 
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e l.a LUz, 

paused b7 

r1 

ria for par­

taken before 

en she was very 

res810n th.at 

rdoned bel'. 

trom B.cQualntanou, 

be w 

the Carllate. One 

e aided the Carllstl 

nun. 

aye the 

g the attent 

o renounced the life of the 

ermddes, of ~ hermana 

1 

eyen tried to ner8uade 

a more aaoriflcial l11'e in a 

lS~atl 

life of 

e conre.sed her guilt, but out ot 

convent ~n Andaluola. Gloria's religioua 

Sulplcio. Gloria was 10 the convent at 

conYent. Glor 

.e to ass 

itiona. 

i. lUe 1 

Palaoio Val 

rr 

.laoed 1 

s hermana 

oney 

cause supported by the ohuroh. 

oODT8Dt eyOked sympatby 

bad b 

Sinoe bel' Do.lo nnd no family ot hi. own, he went to 

tbe &lorsa tamilY tor oODlDanlonatlll) and became beloYed by 

the taml17. 'When Marla r •••aled tHat she did not intend to 

lcardo. her mother ~l.Yed ao greatly that she died 

shortly afterward. Marla then asked bel' father fornermll­

8ion to became a nun. KnowtnA bie d.u~ter'e determination, 

the tather did not resist but ga.e his oonsent. Her 

renounc 

but all the t 

this selfish. h 

such beha"io%". 

Incontraat to J'UU'Ul, 

world for life 1n 

~ Sulplol0, loath 

tlclpattDg 1D a Carllst re.olution. 

7oung~ ~loria, wltb ber cousin, ~ h~A~_._ 

Ricardo to ri 

resueot to ber tat_her the autborl.tlel 

a Consejo de Guerra. 

wit 

nigbt durtng a te~11a, loldlers arrested 



19 

the u!3b. of ber mother and not from cholce. The two cousins 

were quite different in tellJi)erament. Hermana Marla wall 

docile and obeyed tbe renlation8 of the convent. Glop!a 

prayed to be an 1ncorri8lble charge tor her superiors. 

S&rljurjo, a b.andaoae doctor 1"rom thee AsturIas, tad 

been assigned to tne Gonvent to care tor an elderly, ailing 

nun. Sanjurjo became rather well acquainted with toe nUD_, 

e.pecial17 tbe bermana San Sulp1010 ·and bel' cousin, tbe 

b,~ Ma.rla de 1& lus. Tbe ber.ana San Sulpicl0 behaved 

in a DanDer Quite UD!queln a oonvent and, with her tnde­

p_Ddent soirIt,ahe soon von the admiration and arrection ot 

SaDJurjo. By oont••stog that she vas di.satistied and did 

n.ot intend to take bol' tinal vows. she aroused bops in 

San.1urjo that he a1ght ICIl:Ileday be her .uitor. She reYealed 

to 3aDjurjo her ..oular name. She a_ked b18 to bring her a 

cop7 of a book populnr at that tim.-. The book ab._ wanted 

• M&Xt!1na, written by Pala010 Yald6s. It wa. nec••aarT 

ror he1" to get permi••ion betoN r.ading it; but, Whether 

ahe recei.ed p&rmlsaioD or not, she intended to read the 

novel and DerhaDa be punished tor it. The he1'!l1$na Sa.n 

Sulpioio vas so accustomed to chaSti8~.Ut that ahe ~.w to 

accept it a. a matte~ ot courle. 

Alth~ she had not Tet taken ber tinal vows, the 

beru;ana SaD Suln.lcio even-tual17 finished her training and 

~ent to Sev111e to teacb. In a sebool there. SanJurjo, as 
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rior 

in the 

e suporlor 

ltby 
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dlately in Se~le. 

ulp1cl0, or Gloria, 

ow 

ost 

oOllling a nun. 

SDDeared before her a 

urjo from the ro 

bad no .ccleslast1ea~ loanings but 

the be~ 

d order 

ot. to ODe ot his unclee 

oall 

u:pls1ned that 

t be expected, 1 

urjo 

opes of releas 

h. 

a fUl'lou. 

unfortunate nunJi Innoce.ntl.D thls case, !'Ocelved Dun1. 

tbat she had been coerced tnt 

I 

olllble d.t1 
palabraa.

1te, influential in the enureD. told his UDcle of the 

11gnt. 'When the superior learn r Sanjurjots connoc­

t.1on., be otfe.-ed to do anyt be could to help nj~Jo 

gain tbe young nUn' _ relea••• 

'CIor a t 1me the two lovers did not tl'7 to lIleet 111 

oer.on" but~ey contaoted ea.ch other by mean. of not•• 

thPO~ Paca, a .~ant. rwentuall,. the tvo were daring 

enough. to meet 'at night oCCCIJ1o.D&-lly,. DurilUt one 01: thelr 

entre,,1at••, Gloria told Sanjurjo that .he could not rOQuJ.t. 

h1. love. His disappointment 1. de.cribed in hi. own worda 

in tbe no....1,17 

• m1 eaplrltu 

ue ••·1. haoer creer 
cllldoll en un tonlilo 
t~ataoa de una 

loa	 ra~onam1ento. .ran tan Teros1m11ea 1 
destrutan tal oalc16n. 

17Armando Palacio ValdAa, La be~ San Sulg1910 
(Madrid: Librecla dee Vlctoriano sUIHz, 1920r;-p. 1 O. 
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grief at nearing tbe new's that aha f'iDally 

relented and a~e&d tbLt they v~ald c~nt1nu8 their romance. 

ta71ng and told him that Gloria had been kidnaped. Her 

ther, dof'ia Tula, had orde~ed l:1e-. return to "the convent. 

jurjo overtook the captc~., and at gun-point, the kld­

En-Ireleaaed her,. .ow that Gloria vas tree, sanjurjo 

woUld have 'married her. but sbe wa~ not ot age and could not 

marry Wl~~OU~ Qer mo~nert. consent. 

Sanjurjo went to the home ot dOfta Tula to ask tor 

Gloria'. hand. 'rule. would bave oonsented, but the director 

ot her estate, to.at Gloria vas to inhorit a great 

.um ot money, aceu fortune hunter and 

1ntluen ther to thhol nt. In t1ae the 

direotor va. o-onY~oed o£ S&njurjo' ••~cerlt7, and he and 

d~a rule. CODsent to tb nlage. 

010rla waa at 1 y in a lit. 80 ditterent fro 

r naat exoerlence. couple, a1'ter their maI'Tl, , took 

an exten.1Yeveddtn~ trio into e.. On their l'etUPn to 

S'Dain, tber vIal the e'ftt 1eh the, bad met. 

010ria WAS de11gh to be :NIl a sneetator and no-t a 

artie t in sacr11'lclal 11...1n..... 

eb Sanjur30 was 

tl.1.~_.....Different rro ltber or the Woman oLueusaad 

1s Roge11a ot Santa flogella. Rogella' a behay!or 1'8_0 the 

t or morals f'rom the most eensu'l"abla ~n the mo!ft sa1ntly. 
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e WQ~ 

tractive 

other. 

as oQuiva­

was "oFf 

ne•• 

slsten't as 

that lIogel1. 

rrlase. 

ctl"e husbands. 

cel'talnl7 not 

ted b.Y hi. 8880­

o 

th 

it v 

e wa.s 

slrable for 
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Dy action or ber 

nee were superior to 

of tnG former novels • 

ta, Rogella bravely per-

life. Although she 

1 vows. 

qUlte 80 

tha.n any of the other mtnel's. 

• w.Q~th to Rogell. than 

or his strengt.a.. he oow 

lth bel' elderly gr. 

Agu~~ar i933ita . R9g~ll! tr~ OQras 
, . J p. 1996. 

te certain 

• 

Ml%1mo'. nraposal ot 

meagerly on the small salary that Rogalia 

m. .ore 

e bor h 

nner vas 

era. 

18 

man,. sultors but 

wno should be DUllB~ 

vork1n8 

o one vaa 

Lite at the a1ne8 Wa.. 

1 

ost of the 

l1a 

Ul'ned 

eventuallY &oce»t 

na1lC180.e. 

o18tes. Hovever, he otle 

Rogel~a lost botb of ber nar~nt. 

yo' 

Mt%~o, • former nriaoner 

considerably old·er than 

In the words at Palac10 Va1d6s,l8 

fa.ter •.Dd. thus 

,"Oung, 8e sha 

Th. two 1 iTO<! TCit 

l8A1'DUU1do Pal 
escog1dal (Madrid: 

was only fl lay Cb.r1atlan, ROJEella's act of' ttllt 

lent to that ot anyone to.klmt t· 

er sin was tar more 

tcrerunners, but ber sinoerit 

.ese traits in either at tIle 

tace of bitter diso 

slated 10 her effort ~o 
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e dressed 

hI. living quarte~•• 

8 Ql'1.lde 

do:ctor, with hi. 

0Il81doro.te. 

e va. an adept student and 

n her l~.. It waa during 

'. born to th..... 

than ,eoyer to 

:MAxtmD'8 iltnoss, the doctor 

to ?ranee to contiDue 

,de, ~ 

I' to 

ot Dr. Vilcb.lI. BOIteJ..la natt no 

etlon. 80 the doctor soent a 

lady or her and traln~g hal' to 

love with MA..x1mo' 8 beautiful 

life than fortune bad 

d hi. studies, and the three 

t~IJUUlgII 

8oclet,.. 

JU.k 

eourse 

.t the nouse. 

, gre.ceful, 

t HAximo seemed 

r 

serve 

18r fell. .. 

D_.. _ ... that a 

Dr. 

• b.anu3 

\mn8l"-cl 

Dr. Vilches COlIlIJ.LaI 

Dr. Vllches WQS the exact ODDoelte or MAxtmo. The 

octor 
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·~·Teral 

lIved as the common 

t·ra1n1n~ in finesse 

t 

It 19 no 'Wonder 

Roniia. 

his medical 

live 1. 

1ck17 

their 

bestowed 

returned to 8oam. Rogeli"l bad been Ter-y ha-oP'J' 1n _____,. 

but now that theY wore back in Snain she t".1 afraid that 

her. In order to avoid ...t1Dg 

18; she refrained trom be~ seen outside their haae~ 

beDn to be QJiorehen81v8 about I1viIut as a oommon-la.w 
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wite. but DOW that ltated to change 

her statu. 

• V11ches wero L'taying at the home ot 

an old duke. tIll. duke had • daughter, Orlstobal1na, Who ba 

become & nun. Cristoballna came to visit her tather -and 

, 

became aoquainted with Rogel~a. Wo~ knowing of R02e11a's 

erratic life, C:rlstCl:»al1Da spoke out Te1'7 .frectively 

against auob e'9'11.. Rogalia bacame 8-ware 01' bel' sln. 

Dr. VllcBes and Roaelia bad r8celved word that M!x~o 

deped a man and bad been .ent to Ceuta, a Drison town 

in A.rrica. Rogel!a' 8 conscienoe bad beeD awakened, ann sbe 

could not h.elp thinking of her leRal bUg",-.u-..A. 

FinallJ abe wus o••1"'COIBe by hal' teeling; and, in the 

ddle or the nlmt, sbe left Dr. Vl1chell tm6 the1P SOll to 

join her :rightful huaband. ftogelta had beoOllle aceU_lJtomed 

to the lit. of a lady, but When she arrlyed 10 Ceuta, 

only V8Y sl:le could 8lJpJ)ort ber.eU va. by dow. manual 

labor. Sh. did washings and ironings and worked t.u an inn. 

er emplo16r in the 1Dn was kind to her and real1~ed that 

Rogella had not been in the habIt or .working .ob.a~. She 

trIed "to Dereuade Rog.~~ not to ca~l on Khtao, wl10 wa. 

teared -by all who knew h1Jl. BeTet-tbel••1I Bogelia made 

frequent vlsits to the prIson to ae. ~lx1mo. The guards at 

the Drison tried to dlscours&":e Rogalia frOJll hap eDaeaV01"_ 
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th., 

• 

1ta1. 

ase. 

cro3a 

YOI' she 

KlxiMo had 

14 tor ner 

h1m. JIILxlmo, 

g to leave 

1talJ ahe 

tlLmaat 

been separated 

d not W18h to 

forgiven. She 

• VEia 

nad done 

t he 

ogell. t 8 fomer 

Oruse 1n a fit of 

t1ve to visit 

ximo, Rogelia's efforts 
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.. 
" 

• 

tool18 

ollcw1i:ul: 

r"gence 

~o nar de.otlon. She 

to be taken to a h 

he learned 

from her first marriage. 

r .rtl1 

VI 

1st 

, 

.&.u.Ju,gt1ce 

been verry anxious about her SOIl 

• 

d18J1l1aS8Cl r.-.. 

8t 81n8. 

1mm.8d1atel,. ret.urned to tbem in 

that 

\,lUI.\..&..UU. t 

1st aay to a8. 

attepw8..1"d 

s relea 

to 

1m. 

• 

that 

tent r 

away., 

vaa V67!7 

lett 

ute! 

ooat'ort in tne tho' 

reooYe1"8' 

er bu va. t-1nlehed. 

turally Mtlxmo 

At last she 

at bear tor h.er 

in. 

~le ·she 

• oould nov enjoy the 

• tor br..L.I.liS.Lllb 

tra,Iuigreje10nB • 

sbe 

so long• 

bad bean in n.1n. It SBe 

S•• her, and she bad t 

.,1 dl 

committe 

ottered, abe heara 

~tlcl.nt penance 

he beat ber 80 bad17 that ahe 

felt __ 

stopped at 

UDbearaole, but 

bebavlop 

and the dootor, 80 ahe 

Atter 

felt de8'D17 

but ahe insist 

1-11t. 'Who 
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the doctor 8~ter there ~ ohild to be eared r~r, but by 

1v her comfortable it!l t tor, Ro~elia tound 

peace r h.eart .• 

Obdulla n~AllTJ. of La te t!'ll~t be c~ared t ria 

in that cut~ardlY ahe was resnected and wasor Marta 

considered Quit • ·rd1.7 ahe was seltish and 

scheming. he was difterent la 1n that ahe a not 

devoted to &n7 oau.e. b.e ,re 8elt-centered than 

she 1e l<leratlon for o 

cared tor h ria s1mp17 rejected or suitor to ter a• 

convent tn.e ahe loved oommitted to 

e12bt Drlson 'b~cau.e he not ahare her tee11ng•• 

ObdU11a Vaa the onl,. child o~ a widower, Orauna. 

OPauna the adm1Dletrator of tb••atate ot ~oDte81nos, a 

an athelst. Obdulta was a lrl 

and very considerate 0 ather. Jler father abowered. 

be~ witb attention b.~au.e dur or I1te abe 

su1'rered f oor health. • atteIlded church falthtu11J 

eDtlDlary lUe.and 

One yo priest, the nadr.! Gl~, Ted into the, 

yUlage ot .ooaa, 1 ,\111& liT • He was popular 

lth the villagers, eapec1all1 va:men. dula 

bec....yen mope tntepested in r.l1~lon~ She rcaeb.od the 

padre au and tol she wanted to tep a convent 

but r tather object • e priest su~ested that ahe 
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ked 

se ab.e 

1& 

d not 

nt 

with 

lterCit:ure 

read 

aometh 

pro­

d inventEld 

Be 

~ore the,­

• 

he allowed 8uoh 

pedr. G1l oftered 

ChUrc!.l 80 ttlat 

f'athel' 

tc auest!o 

,t 

then " 

turlll 

, 

that she 

h surprl~f1d and 

ofth 

14 that it woUld not be 

I not interested 

01.8. but sl1e 8a'd that 

,urn 

lllgent 

D~arnt!cna for her 

pJ.aIIDed, 

one ~orrdD8. 

1d that there ~as 

to tnl 

ev b 

s 

";"6•• ,:t;.;;"t-.+'a to hi. tellow 

aaid that 

Boaus. ahe had never 

It 

• 

11. 

to 

about certain be11eta held by the 

d 

it until they reaohed 

J10ntea !nos• 

It-t 

utalde the 6hurcb. lIe borrowed 

• priest 

re d18at)l)olnte4 

convent. 

• 

aDo. 

1m 

11 to oro.. his 

crth aa a Dr1est. 

"anlih11e 

journey wi"'" 

U she wanted to 

sbe must cont'oss to the padre. The young priest aaked ner 

tbey began their Jo 

thoU 
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enter an Augustinian convent in 

-referred o:ce 10 Castile cal 

ould have to make such a 10 

to aooomDanY hor to the 6onvent. 

'fhe ~adr. Gil va II an 

cleru_ He Gont 

en. could oonf••• Droper17. 

inteMat. ev 

t'ro1.:l the 

obJec~od to ber tnten 

09.uae 

reached the conTent, 

prlelta, 

nec.sa 

1n enter 

thn. ~o 

'T 

fsssed b3r lOTe tor 
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e 'Went to 

et &t 

Ie the 

te 

ul1a with the ~ri.Bt, they 

_ bear1n~ the oircumstance. 

her rather and hie eompanions 

e 1Dt.en~lon•• 

her home, and the Driest 

ri Obd-ulla exonera.ted tho .i!adre 

ole affair was her 

Te~ Quite r~eDeet~bly. 

be••elt to the taot that the 

sco.ered 

uneasy ab 

& 

.ot rea! 

~ntleallY intereat&d 10 har. 

rl••t 

1 

sttl 

·rleat 

eo to be slok. 80 e.a soon ~ t.h.~ 

reaOhed a town; the padro Gil took her to an inn to reat. 

She Ukod tor .ometh1.ng to drink. The priest went after 

1t. ~en he retUPn'3d b. tcund Obdul1a out o~ b 

fallon on the floot». Be D1eked ber up, 8.I1d all he was oarrr­

b.er baek to b~. someone knocked at the door. Ors\:DA 

collOle and bad finall,. 

opened tb 

,i.re Q.u1te 

accu.AI~ 

salon ~po~ dofta Elol&a. 

the housekoeoer, entored the priest-. roam. Muob. to tbe 

nt of Eloisa, the padre Gl1 immediately put her out. 

lia wes 80 enrsge~ that she went to her ~ath.~ 

d told ~~ th~t t~~ oadre GlI had made T'amantlc advance. 

the ruse to be alone with h1Jl. 

hear! 

matter. 

Obdu11a'1 

Nturned 

Gil by tel1~ h~p fa~~~~ 

fault ana ~t the p~iest 
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to Mr. r father ned ~ne unfortunate priest arreated. 

to Obdulla'a last visit to the rr1est wal 

the tlouaokeeJ)er. She tS8t1tied on behaU ot the padH, but 

Cbdu11e de lolaa. Obdulio told a very 

eonv1.nc1n8 s'~o17. be !faa sUpported in lncr1Jll.nat1n« tbe 

r1est by Ol;uer tl Who kliew ,hat be '-Ia.• Innocent but 

vt:lo d 181 h1s liboNl vlewl on ~ellg1on. The docl1e 

• 

d £t e!'fort to derend himself and va. 

sentenoed tt) in pr1s.on. The vengeful. Obdul1a 

in her f'per&1 the padre, Gl1 sutter 

tor reje.ct love. Durl~ h18 stay in nriaon G11 

1 18 religlon but lost a great deal 

of re8Dect 

Among the women in the nOTels of Falacio Vald6• 

•••ootate.d with re11g1on there a..re YarylDg degrees of dno­

t!on, Obdulia proved to be qUite l1181ncere. but she always 

o conY1nce other. or her r.ll~iou8 ardor. Aotua11y 

she	 had 11ttle real ra11g1ous convl~tlon. 

ogel1a were extreme. in rell.gion. one Who 

• more mO<lerave 1n net' rellg10n vas Q~orla. S~e was not 

dOToted to the monnstic 11.t'e into ¥bich she had been plaeed. 

Glo'l·1a was veIl sohooled in re.l1Jtloua rites. but abe failed 

to s.ecept ttl.. aa the only \-ley to a ~ood lUe. She lIaa not 

L~ll«lou•• and the taot that ah. wanted to go baok ~o 

visit th,e con"enli is avidence tnat it was not too UDPleaaant 
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15~_ 

vor wh~n the ODocrtunlty arose to lead a ~1te 

easures. 9ue Ch038. the lose sucr~fic1a~ way. 

lacio V~la6sJ but 

l~ots of religion 

lite I O:>°..lt a 

80 osteDtat1ou~. 

11g1on 1,n bi. n~v~ls bea.r t~lls 

to her. 

be 

for hinsel!'. 

ttl" 

out. 



by 

IVc 

• 

oA y, older sister 

was Marta ot ~~...._ al'la. ot so talented as-
older aistel', ria. but s sincere. lsoio 

Valdis showed bi8 pret~rence tor Karta b lac her name 

t1J:tst in the title, whereas we u; 11."1 f their Biblical 

counte rtll OkOD of in the reverse rta vas not• 

interested in lIJIU'.u.lg ah 01" hal' rellg , 8 s bel' 

iater; rathor bel' rell~ion to serve those ClOS8 to 'bel' 

to them c ortable. 

Since childhood Marta. had been acoustomed to shrinking 

tbe 1'oreground when in tbe presonce of her sistare 'When 

fianc', Ricardo, called on the family, it was Marta' a 

.:uty to see that the house was 1n erder. She vas skilled in 

the CUlinary arts and otten t'a.orad family and guesta with 

her cr~ations. This type ot practica11tY was considered 

inferior to her sloter's ~u81cD.l ab111t7e 

BecQuae o close to t Elona ramil,.. 

Marta 111 to aauu.re t deal. SYmDathetlc 

to\tsrd .him Wben 1&'. lack of considoration 

for him. Ricardo was fond of rta, but it bad never occurred 

to h to consider 19 anY'th~ but h~8 future sister-in-lave 
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Don lano, father of th 1r1s, owned a small island 

on wnicb he oft frien t one such enter­• 

a f themselves seated next to 

eacb other at t 1. Because 

taimnent Rioardo 

ots coaxing, Marta 

had taken three gla8ses of ch alal.. She was not accustomed 

to a1ooho1, aoon Wae overcome by a feeling of su1'1"o­

cation. i1e the 0 1"8 'Were c lng, !~:.8.rt Ricardo 

went d to the seashore. rta 1.nduc icardo to explore 

some or tbe coast terra it r. ru.bravely and 

foolishly strayed too far out on 11 1nsul 'hen the 

tide came in completely surrounding the two witl:l water. 

11e the ",roUt> at the 'Darty had missed the pair, and 

don Mariano had sent Q. searchiruz narty tor ind them. In the 

eant1me Rioardo had manaaed to escane and to help Marta out 

01" danger and back to the others. Rot wantWit to be near 

the sea at ni~t, the party soon got into boat. and headed 

rd. It 1s bard to know what was in the mind 01" Marta, 

but ahe gazed into the 8 •• and was spellbound by it. T,o 

the surprise or 0..11 Marta burled herself into the vater. 

Ricardo was an excellent swimmer and was ~edlutel~ tn the 

water to rescue her. Tbe rescue waa 8uccesst'ul, and soon 

everyone arrived at b1s dest tlon. 

MlU"ta d not en d Ln the festlvities but , a.. 
usual, enjoy solitude. ·thor, dona rtrudis, 

never in on .uater the excursion.. Tbe 
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t 1'1 greatly saddened b t.v.. riano 

ie~ed «reatly, and Maria bee etached 

from the world and interested in th lrltual lite. She 

88Kea bel" tather for his pormission to tor convent. 0 •• 

hesitated to answer but tinally consented. 1a rote to 

Ricardo telling him at her decision. 

Ricardo felt tn. blow ~ery keenly and resolved t 

leave hie bame 1n Bleva. He went t~ the bam8 01' iano, 

tl1~ his closest friend, to bid him tarewell. nan 8 

silent during most of the visit al don ~ariano triad to 

ersuade Ricardo to stay. Ricardo va. sorry to leave, but 

he felt 80 alone in tb. little town atter having been 

rejected by his sweetbeart that he did not teal that he 

could remain in the neigJ1borhood. !hat night Ricardo dreamed 

that Maria was beilut married not to ChrIst, but to the town 

ruffian. ETentuall,.. the drerm included Marta, and sne 

ealar-ed her love for him. The dream d!tove Ricardo to so 

anotber time to tbe Blorz8 home. .This tme be asked Marta 

to marry bim. Don Mariano and Harta were deli~ht8d not to 

haTe Rioardo leave them. Marta e.ccented Ricardo' a proposal, 

rdo realized thnt l-arta was a much Detter vJife than 

'jar1a could have bQQ.&.h 

One or the most Ie of h tnt novels or 
lacio Vald6-8 is ll'.ax1m1na, ro1ne of Is• 

Rivarlta and !lax1m1na. In the b r1ta, Manm1na as 
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an, ol'ptlan irl Who 11 it r t d unc~e and worked 

for Because of er Doal­

tion, s ridioule 

th ot ~tsCU. 

S, t~e little 

seacoast to r uncle 

thou~t that because 

1c he livod. 

ce to live an 

ortun1ty to cam her ve 1nd to bar; 

ver, even thol_r ch:11 ed X.l.UI' 'IC' and considered 

er 1nterlor to themselves. d uncle were 

too Door to ofrer dow t er, she con­

ldered enter
 convent. 

One day there arrived in Pasages 8 young lawyer, 

'lguel, the son of the brigadior Bivera. He 1mm.ed1atel,. 

notioed ~ax1mina and asked tbe nroorietreas or the hotel, 

t, about her. He discovered that SQe vas an 

orohan and that her only hope tor the future lay in h.er 

ontorlnJr n convent. The aunt thOUght that ~ax1m1na was not 

eautlful e.noWtb. to attract a. husband unless the family could 

OlTer B. d,owry'. ~lguel felt 'that ~ax~1Da had boen grossly 

underrated. Altb.ou ru.gu"l ot consldor her beautiful, 

he Has attracted to b.er. eir tanco, her 

&npearance was crib thu••.19 

19Armando PalacIo Vo.l , . _ 
de Vlotoriano SuArez, 1922), p.- ~, .. 

Ie or 

11 

e 

to 
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on 

• 

r • 

his 

ut 

rIa had 

rgo, 1& 
sor.rlsa 

Itamente 

1.m1na. 

• 

he ~ould loave 

,ore intoreet 

t 

1ft s!:le gave H1JZUel 

rltten to his 

Maz1m1na, but Julia 

~ltlon as Dolitlcal 

tor her. 

loved h 

turbed bv the3e r-_ft_~8 

1t to remember 

t 

irla of the village. 

red very attractive, 

that Hl~el was not 

that 

1 

imina. 

ouneed to 

onrosa.da, 

th:lt . 

cere about it until ene noticed 

t 

ly. He 

• ln loys 

h 

8 

e. 

1 sent e tele~ 

dri 

Id in the 

,she 

1 

he 

or her 

d DeTer be8 

tt.entlons t 

BpB.par. 

i 

,bout her. 

iousl 

., 

Soon atter tbeir 

x1mlna 

ewrerly he correSDO 

itor of a 
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inc. !~ax1.nJ1na 

later, Julia, t 

8d her about 

0. cruc1f 

in 

intentions of leaT 

and asked Miguel 

lrolel assured Haxim 

the other 41r18 or the ~o 

d.id no·t think that he 

he had to return to 

sincere 1 

1.:ra1ted 
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In one letter to 1a:uel, t lcture ot 

Pa8U'. Hlgu.el, fear! that Jul conslaer 

t 1s sister the 

lcture. r,fhen Ju.li 11 Id th icture, she 8 

leased with the girl. 

Aa time. vent lover. d been 8 rated tor 

I Julia 8e d that .81 had 

sbe spoke 

out h1s actions 

not wish to con­

1 r ons tor not wanting 

and ur~d Miguel 

rote was ~ J.Il£lOpom.lencl.8" 

,bllcatlon in 

conser?o.tlye. The two 

cbother' 9 vie'.;s. Thea-. 

1«\181 urote \iithsuch 

h is remarks. 

~d given it to the 

of c~g1Dg at the 

led rather judiciously 

rant t~o the ODDOS1ng taction. 

duel with the po11tl­
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iguel consented t 1 was seriously injured. 

• was cared. for bv t lov o obeye is 

slightest whim. Julia took it o rself to write to 

MaIJm,Lll" ask, her to co to Y..adrid. hile b as bed­

fast, Miguel time to think, his tho ts repeatedl1' 

cent around entually he requested that 

Julia write to her. He wanted Julia to to for.. 

lve him for his neglaot and to ask halO to beoome his wite 

if he surTiyed hIs injuries. Julia lett the room to ~~Ite 

the letter and was not gone two minutes When she called to 

e1 that the letter bad been sent and that the reply had 

lready arrived. Kiguel was very much surorised to see 

xlmina .nter1n~ the rOOL He orooosed to l"!a.xim1na; she 

accepted. As aoon aa be recovered, he went to paaa.ges ani 

theY were married. 

~ory ot Maxlmina n~6 ...el is continued in the 

novel ~1na, the account of their married l11e. 

At first the y ounle went to live with Mi~elts 

1ater atep-mothor, Jul elita. .x1mlna was 

there, s 81 took hi 11'e to house ot her own. 

It • theN that their BOD, born.• 

Julia tell in 10 r couain, a very undesirable 

person, but 0 ve ttractive to women. llZUel 

d to leave hi Ie t luenee Julia t.o 

renounce ber lover. Phi. rk keot h ofte. 1 
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llt1cal position that took 

1d. On one of bis trips he 

a.xim1na• 

wi16 

e book 

M~guel felt that he was tortunate 

orrow. The cbUd gave nlm 

1s part ~s; autoblo2PaDhl­

ld~81 own short I:!8.rr1 e, 
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Tere8~, r 01" Jos4, Daed tho r ce not 

becaule -t bee involved in 

a -10D.1l-8,,~.LU!§ reonal feud w1 Isabel, Elisa's mother. 

Ter. insisted to Jos' tust ould mar lisa, she, 

Teresa ould be the lau~1ng-st of the town. 

Josl was not the o~J 70 o sued Elisa. 

The town idiot. Rato, a young man of ab~ut twenty years, 

alia had hopes of Winning El1sa. He was encouraged by'citi­

at 'the town, Who urged him on tor their OvID sport; bJ 

lea'. motber, W30 did 80 to make Jos' appear rldiculous: 

and by Elisa's own cnn:rm111$t manner. 

ter Eliaa and Joal had made nlans to be married, 

dofta ISAbel Bet about to stop the wedd~. By telling Rufo 

th.at Ihe preferped him to 108A a8 a .on-in... law, she height­

ened Ruro' B hop led h.1. 1nst Jos6. 

Jos' d two ips, but he relied 0 newer one 

to earn his li'Y1ng. Huro know tb3t without the never Ship 

Joe6 would be 1,G to rt isa end they could not be 

married. Isabelle believe that if he could sue­
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somet to do with easter. This susp1cion a~8vated 

tbe 111 111 between t two women. An investigation took 

'Clace .. ,uto vas c~tted to an 1nst1­

tutlon. 

A caballero of the Astur1as don Fernando de 1. 

,eira, an old jt8nt1 

e.an_8. but tn-a famlly rt d dwindl t 11 there 'Was 

Yery little lett tor , the l'1st 1ning member 

or tbe ramil,.. 'J:nu he na4 to fin ten.ance $I best he 

11 of somec 
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s able to hoar the conversation of the lovers and to discover 

that their plans for marriage y~ore being ~Qwa.rted b7 Josl' s 

cial situation after the loss of his boat and by the 

bJectlons of Elisa's mother. 

ollo\11ru! this niabt don F8rnaD~o tb.owzht about the 

incident cons1derably. ae could not rest easy until he 

one everythin7, in his Dower to bel'D the lovera. Re had 

tbing in tbe way of mat~r1al goods except his bouse. 

the 8UDre~e eQcrit1ce, he sold his house to be turn 

into Q factory for canning fish. With the money he bo 

Jos6 oat the youth to help him ~itn a task. 

r r hi,s r toolc rlo·..rn the ~ly coat-or-&~Bt 

that been there tor n' tiona. anCl. Joe' took 

the &yt burden. which Fet-nando h hi in sack, 

out to the aea. The·re h.e told J086 vha't it \ofa. he had 

brougbt, they buried the last 8 01 of the neira llobllit7 

in the ocean. 

he reolae ot hi 1f of the -oroblem 

or m&k 118 is wit_, but Jos6 atill could not ~et the 

consent ot Isabel. Since Eli not of age. Isabel's 

CODsent v rative. on a.ndo offered his 

help. It Elisa Should liv. tor I th lth someone 

othor th her mother PPJ without 

her mother's consent. Fernando 8ecur~d a rd1an. Tne 

J'son 'tJugtlgou. tor this du~y was 111 t8~ered. ,d Eliaa at 



ded 

returned 

the 

a 

rejadoa la 

Ileal' a 

to ask 

..tIe 

J086 had to 

1ie8 was Terry 

news of tne 

ina1 words ot the 

turn of he~ betrothed. 

or the tish1ng 

tel 

o. 

• 

s we100me someeurYiYors. 

r 

he1" decision to wait tor 

ieYed at t 

it 

t 

e citizens ot the town e 

l:I.ua.&.a.d0, 

he t 

season of flsh1n~. 

d occurred on the sea, 

tientl,. tor 

for 

b 

r 

D St)otted. Aga1.D heme sprang up among 

thronlted to the seasid.; E~isa 

_ed again iw-tth the others. Wlth her 

to the ahore1' Alter a le~h or ttme 

se disembarking. She ra.."'l to him,nnd 

t the sorrow. of t~se wbo•• 

n lost, hurried to the church to giYe 

e vas further 

od to _...... n ........ 

'bIo, d.e 

concern. 

to walt tor and ue 

ny fisnermen. 

vearJ hours of ~alt1ng, they lost 

t 

tb of thelr benetactor, 

ttentlon 

fter 
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t1llles 

Elisa walt 

Eventually the ttme 

vessele, but 

return to the 

lonoly. but 

his return. 

liTes ot 

t 

forglTeness. She 

cal.ada del 

novel indicate their rut 



seoldin...., 

one to a Madrid 

re, 

r to 

• -~ ..........ilbt 

d to see r~Qcrlno 

norte. 

rIn.o t a nouae, 

ODe th.ere -~as·m1id. Rosario 

.J086 (BaQJ.'t1Q: 
2~p. 235 .. 

• ... ~g ......'J>J'. 
Julio ~ 

1"1Gtb.t, 

next day c.8 Ju11 

aOreaM.8. He asked 1.f' go: 

ne1"6.1 de 

lady \llho in spite Got her sIze was 

--0 aaml~ted h3r ~~~uau~. 

ene dey J~10 ann ~acr 

roark, the Bombill•• 

a yery b 

ensued,. 

involy 

he n8J1. T"n 
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. or her 

1 

h13 

tel' 

to eat eome­

erma was 

demonted~ he 

gn~d b7 

she retused 

&.psr 

h 

aurprlaed to 100 

in the room. .~t 

19h.tened, but 

locked h1l'C out or 

,ut out, he 

Julio'a .tt9ntlon. 

be 

e retur 

to it seT 

• 

o 

to Julio for help. 

en. 

hrollght 

to live at the 

s the matter, but Ite.croll1 

&lot Uti from tbe table and 

o th 

tbat he 

ttraot 

returned 

o 

• oonfident that 

rtl 

itutlon, b.e 

• 

altbouPh he 

18 bed 

• dlscoye 

tioD that 

When he 'j..fPote to her, 

into the 

• 

fr 

lked out into the 

red 

he cO: 

it difficult 

into tb 

house. 

.~ 
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d that her husband bad lost his mind. JUlio end 

anothor nQssor-b7 ~oned a carriage and helped ~aarlno ott 

to the hospital fr01ll which ~e was taken to an asylum. Julio 

then w&nt into tho house to oomfort n05a~10, and she related 

he eveuts of tne nigbt before. Rosario told the story 

ite calmly_ Hacrino, after be had return.d bOl!le, had 

refused to eat but vent atrallZi:it to bl. bedrooa. During the 

t 

stn?"t.Ad 

night be r 

inally he 

to talk to h 

thing. Rosar10 aB&~Q 

h 

r 
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man. e u-£:Ja.eru brl.1..L.u&ulf done. The,. 
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answered that a l:1rlt· tor rlodlcals ve that 

distinction. 

t c~ltmented Julio'. 

exoel t ."tlQ.uzg rb C oetry. ':they
'. 8 

e1 

od-bye. 

the attraction. One o Julio that h.e 

m&rt7 one of the girls. • J.l 0'1""lft Ad that it was ood 1 

uld ve r7. 

tanswer 

should toss a.111. 

d that U' oul nrI7 
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nrtlnv.:, but Fernandlta made Qrra~e1.'!Jent's to staY with an 

aunt un,til she could find nermanent housing. On the day 

that FSJ'nSJldita was to leo..e, she and Julio went to the 

lIla for a day of pleasure, but both of them were unhappy 

because they kn~w they were going to be very lonely without 

each other. As the time a:o'l)roac.hedf'or them to part, Julio 

ernandita to marry him. She accepted, and u few 

.onths later they were JlQrrled. Julio said that his two 

wives were 80 similar that th~y.~ere one wife and that he 

had never been a widower at all. He claimed that he had been 

rrled twice by law only, for actually to him it was the 

same wU"e.Fernandita replaced the haDDiness that he had 

lost When Angelita died. 

The leading character ot pard ida young...,_....._ 

lady who wall the victim ot a er ear1y life 

very baDDY in the small viII e she lived with her 

foster parents, who \-lere to hare Demetria, he 

wns called, llved tor r8 itbout Buspectlna: t t ber 

foster parents, Felic Gor'O, not her true rents., 

One day pepin, rottle of Demetria's, CWMe 

home ObTlously frol!1 a fl~t. Domatrl -scolded him and 

demanded to lmO\-J \:thy he had been tiJZht • Pepin very 

reluctantly admitted that h~B playmate. omAs, bad insisted 
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that Demetria no~ fen1n's 0 1st ut that she 8 

from t orobanagv. 

D tr tb.ouRht about this remark, for DeoDle had 

taunted her berore 10 t 

city fountain 

lIe retlect • 

her a asked she 

gr&atly shocked tried 

Demetria's sweetheart 

n.earby. Demetria was af'raid that 1 010, the sweetheart, 

discovered that she s ould not wish to ma~ 

her. At s she nrayed to the Vi 1"or help. 

Suddenly. 8.8 it in swer to her prayer, this thOUght 

entered her ~d: ftAntes que liegue a deseubrlrlo, dejar6 

la cas& '1 me ir6 Q aervlr a un amo en Oviedo 0 GiJ6n. n21 

ventuaII1 she did arriv. in OYledo but under different oir­

eumstanees oae she d nla.nned.
 

Demetria
 lor_, frl , were aocustomed to go 

to the river to do the o uch occasion Demet~ia• 

grew silent and. serious. lora a bar wtiat ng, 

nd she confided 10 Flora her rears that she vas orphan. 

21
Armando Palacio Vald~8, Obras campletas, Tomo I 

(Madrid: M. Aguilar, 1948), P. 1061. 



elicia was too unhanDY to 

lady had come to take 

8ked,T.elv& rushed to Felicia and, see·· 

it the~e had been a m1sfortune. 

explain, but Goro told her that t 

Demetr1.a aw.,-. 

In tne next rew days there was a fiesta. Nolo went 

in hopes or seeing Demetria. Be sea~cb.ed in vain for her. 
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lora tried to comfo~t her by su~est~ that perhaps she was 

not an orphan but the child of a nobleman who .had lett her 

in the care or Goro and Felicia.' Flora then confided to 

Demetria that she was in similar clPcUnLstances, that ahe, 

too, was living with roster parents. It wa:s true. Flora 

as the daU2hter of a no~18man, don PAlix Cantalicio Ramires 

del Valle, and- a servant. Altbough he had never publicly 

cl/limed hap, he always S:'l'll: that she vas pro~ided fop. 

One dav dotia Beatrlz, the real mother ot Demetria, 

arrlTed at the home ot Pelicla and Goro and demanded to take 

Demet.pia away with her. It was not until Demetria met dofia 

Beatriz that Pelicia confessed that Demetria's suspicions 

had been true, she wa. not really the dau2hte~ of Felicia 

and Gore. 

Upon belng assured that she was a :foster chil.d, 

Demet-pia went to the vi11a.st. fountain, as Was her custom 

when she needed to meditate. There she met her very close 

friend, Telva, Who sensed that something 1;':&'S wrong and 

coaxed DemetP1a to confide in O<3r_ but Demetria retuaed. 
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• Celso, told Bolo the sto~J of thelnally other 

o had come to take De~tr1a to OViedo to 

e a lady of her. 

Nolots next meeting with Demetria vas by chance. 

Demetria was on her way to bi~ farewell to ber friend Flora. 

e two, Demetria and Bolo, greetod &Ach other very aWkwardly; 

neither W What to 881. Demetria took the ~it1atlve and 

tol 010 how .ad to leave. felt that he would 

no longer be wortb:J' of ber :uuc~ e to bee lady. 

She assured she would en rather st in the 

village among the common people and that she would never 

forget btm or teel superior to b. • s tins token, 

010 gav. bar 8 t of carnatl0 ee at the teet 

of the Virgin When she »assed to entered to 

Dray. Others in t ~illag. tried to act joyful that Demetria 

WQS to have a fine education become 8. lady, but D tria 

was not succasatul I1n28. She was ita 

cand1d in ~test1n2 her sorrow. 

Dofta Beatrlz sent De~etrla to convent in OVledo. 

where she was vel7 unhappJ.. S.he was out ofr ent irelJ fro: 

her happy peasant lUe 08e wh bad known. 

This added to her discontent. ge to contact her 

fostor ents by 11. In cn letter ahe expressed more 

unhappiness. Sb.e ver rorgot t her regal"da to Nolo. 

010 e a bit of vis1tiD ~.11c1n and Goro and 
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rem1niscin« a.bout t t1meclur ich etri as with 

them. 

Demetria. finished ber studies at t onvent and went 

to live with her mother and with her aunt Rafaela. Nolo 

knew the address at which she was 1.iT1~ and decided to t17 

to find ber. He laft biB home one day on the pretext of 

oing to bUy a horse and set out to find Demetria. When be 

arrived at her mother's great house. he lost bL9 nerve, 

thinking ttlat a i'1nelady could not love a peasant lad. 

Later bis .courage return&d, and he thoumt that if be coUld 

n.ot calIon har as her suitor, he could vi'sit her a8 a 

friend and carry to her the good Wishes ot her toster parents. 

Demetria W9~ overjoyed when she heard him singing a 

familIar aong. At first ahe could scarcely beliey. ths.,t she 

had heard him, but her hopes wereveritied when ahe aotually 

saw hlm. 

'"hen Nolo talked to h-er and discOTered how unhanDY 

she was in her new environment, he suggested that :she go 

with. him. She consented. Be su~e.sted that they start 

the t0110w~ morning, but she 1ns1.8ted on starting that 

very night. She b.a.d planned to go to a. da.nee that evening 

with Raf'aela. She told biro to wait for her at the dance and 

she would try to leave w1th hiro at about ten 0' clock. 

Nolo waited several hours later than the time agreed 

on. but he vas no more impatient than Demetria, Who Was 
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that 
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1s was rather distasteful to the vUla~erB. fop th87 
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it would do no good, because 

we:r-e also being oTerrun by 

objected to the type of 

as increasing. 

S4 

This 

were 

under such close ~~rveillnnce that she e~d not escape. 

About 

foot. 

favorable. 

accompany 

neeessary. 

010, wno 

long., tiNSO: 

Demetria' 8 fo 

On the 

D 

eh~e8 

!!lost form.1dable of thes8 Was Plut6n, ~ ugly monster who 
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old, the c Ie d nlanned to live with him to helD him 

Ith his work. 

rr stthe mine. 

She stopped for lIe to 80.10 1'e she and her 

friends d caref'PeG ours. e be singing. 

e Plut6n nearby. e 

"ed hor to conti b.er , t she said that she no 

longer felt L1k.e sLng1ng. if she did not do 

as he said he waul ill r, f.l.B.BUCU 1s scythe 

1nenacln.g1yat ber. 01 r to her: she at led baok­

ward into tb~ th of' Plut6n was atill in purSUit.• 

She bed the scythe struok him. elievlng him to be 

dead, sh.e er3d 1n the until she lost. Holo and 

ber toster enta searched for her for a 10 t1me. .t'te.r 

xtensl.,e hunting without t J..W,u.,ug t.raoe of' r, the.,., 

usneoted that t-t ve turned to 

IlY Rolo learned that she 
-

lut6n bad bee e searched the 

vl~1nlt.,. s~l11. m.ore IroUJZIl.LY untl1 at la at he found her. 

I t lilaa '& lonal t atore Demetria told t truth of' 

the incident, because sne the slaying 

ot Pluttm. Dur1n2 this t eNola 1'., A1'ter .he 

learned that Sb.9 bad onl lutt>n, ehe told the 

entire s~ory to Nolo. he ld 11010 weJl;e ried. 

W'one 

which she 
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suitor, Gonsalo, s a choice ot \lUe tha.t leaves the 

ader dissatistie to his own destruction. 

Cecilia d linch6n, t o~dest d tar or .althy 

cod merchant, ....as the tirst novia or Gonzalo. The tvo had 

known each other since Childhood, fo,r they b lived all of 

their lives in Sarri6, a small Till bordering the Bay of 

Blseay. G 10 II 

that 

tL'T.11d youth Who, llke 

t of his neighbors, bee 8. saIlor. not interested 

in f.tirls until 0 en he called on t seftor de 

llnch6n. The rcllant t s dauflhter, CecIlia, «reste.d hi: 

She vas bu.: , o t 1y ironing, but ahe conyersed with 

lIe he d to 880 her rather. Gonzalo vas attracted 

to her bec.ause she 8e 80 nleasant. 

Soon a~terward Gonzalo's ship aailed to ,gland. 

Thev eonoeSlJonded lIe he s away. :hougll. Cec U 1a wa s 

caret'ul not to be too fopwam 1n her letters, Gonzalo felt 

that he WIlS tallin, love With r. tter thinking for a 

lon~ t 1me about the tter, Gonzalo stered enougn coura~e 

to rlrlte to Cecilia and ask hor to marry him. A~ter he had 

sent the letter, he reared that Cecl1ia miJlht refuse him.. 

Oeci11a was not one to rush into a decision. She conslde:red 

the t ..l1n~s ot her tamilY ·and deliberated With them betore 

accenting the DrGoossl. It was r.lanned that they should be 

rrl • 'oon after G 10'. return to Spain• 
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During Gonzalots months awav, Cecilia's Youn£er and 

.~ore bea.ut sister, 1 to young lady. 

She e1;lve har oldor sister 

could not resist ua~ ner eunrmB tract G 10. . 

Gonzalo was a very na~ve 11v succumbed to 

her winsOlDe waya. 

Gradually Gonzalo lost interest in the pl.o.1n Goeilia, 

but he felt that hie honor would not let him break his 

e to her, so he saidnotb1ng about bis .feelings, and 

Ian. tor the weddina Droce.ded. The familY 'Worked happily 

1n joTtu1 anticipation or the oocasion. Even Ventura helped 

with the necessary preparations, althou2b she did not Inten 

tor her sister to rrry th sallor.
 

Go 10 tall
 in 10 it nture, and 

h.a struggled inwardly out how t lve h-!s nroblem. e 

could not foree h1Juel.f to break CecLllo.' s heaIt't., Nelther 

could he give un Ventura. Tho more tlilmant VentuPa 81otreod 

to be the one to broak the news to her parents. 

Don.a Paula, the mother of the girls, \'ie,S alwaY'S in 

poor health, and when Ventura asked ~or her consent to 

Gonzalo, she fell seriously 111. Wb~le dona Pau1a was bed­

fast, she required the continuous attontion or the family. 

Her most faithful attendant 'Was Cecilia, always w1-11ing t.o 

do what she could to make l1fe nleo.sant ro~ othera. It was 

lUle Cecil1& salon 1t~ her mother that PaUla, overcame 
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orrled 

ith ~rler, told Ceol1ia that the t not take 

place as plann , or Sh.9 teare that Gonzalo was not 

constant in his love. DOfia Pau1a vas little comfort to 

Cecilia; on the other hand, Cecilia. comforted ber mother by 

tel~t her that it was better to find out betore she was 

to find out aft ~. 

Paula contJ.mlea told CecUia that ~alo was in love 

with Ventura and wanted to r. Ceol11a r~nnaJ-l1OQ 

silent. but later, wh t ul t 

consent 1thout first having the blessi ot 

Cec1l1a, Cec1l1 ye it. 

Ventura Gons.l0 wer~ lived at an estate 

ot Ventura's ants ori 117 intended or Cecilia and 

Gonzalo. Contrary to t expect, eGeil owed 

no bitterness toward either later r rormer lover. 

When a crls1s arose, Cec ilia vas th t help
 

s necessary. hen Go 10 ~a c b
 '~er from 

an infection, Ventura a .... 

there vere visltors to e 'was p a 

d18pl~ of being concerned; but one and needed 

companionship, she round excuses for lea.,1 10!l&. 

d1s-tastetU1Car for h ClJcll. 

tirelessly waited on o~1ng out•
 
his commands and ant1e1 h needs. "'ala eom.­

pla1ned at Ventura's , _~c11ia did not criticize 
her sister but tried ust1ty hap behav1or~ 
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Gonzalo .ired CeoIIi alized that she would 

be 00 it'e. ne or Gonzalo'9 friends felt that he could 

t take her nousenold dutios seriously. 

"lth her siater there to look after matters j Ventura 8Dent 

her time car1Wl: £or horael.t' and staying benutU'ul.• She 

oDslbllit,.. 

irIs, don Hosendo. had for a 10 

time been active in '0011t;lc8 and bad met ma.n;,r important 

1e. \:Then a duke visited the provl.nce in which the-

lived, ~he lo~lcal plaee for htm' tobs a guest was the home 

or tho Bel1nch6ns. At a dinner the dUke ant near Vontura. 

ntura thou.sd1t- - ~ ~ - , 
. 

t he ne.1d her Q 2!"eat deal of attention. At first t.h 

er, bu1; She t>eoame so I"l.1rtfltlou& 

that eventuallY' he did fall in lova \11th ber. 

e's vlsltlastQd £or a considerable 

lOD2tb or time, the family bean to see the scandal that was 
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ar~h1ng to Gonzalo; 

h~r yo~er daughter'. 

ratUPned 

d 

8 too kind to 

1scover 

s no 

10 

red the duke to leave the house. The 

Go 

he 

someWhat. aWkWard, 

d 

occurr1n~. Cecil 

1ntluenc 

Altho 

but 

bebayior, she 0 

91 

Bellnch6n household, 

o~er to SOaP. her brother-in-law'. te&liD2s, antt ~o eXOD­

erate her sister, Cecl1ia led Gonzalo to believe that it V&B 

shs who was them.1streas of the duke. Gonzalo learned the 

en ne received a note trom the duke cballenging 

hL"1l to a. duel. In the course of the duel, tbe duke'. bUllet 

scratched GOnzalo'a cheek. The enraged Gonzalo threw himself 

on the duke and nearly killed him with b.1s bare Wt.r~. T.tle 

duke spent a long time in recoT.ring. Ventura' a pa.ren~.s, 

gry because of the disgrace she had brougnt the family, 

c~tted her to a convent. 

After tb.e dUke raoovarEtd; Ventura eacaDed froln tbe 
, 

conTont and ran away wIth the dUke. ~hls wee too much rOI 

the sensitiYe GOnfoalo to bear._ be.esuse he was still ver'Y 

much in love with his ~lre. He could no lOn«er face hia 

rOblems. He went down to the sea that he knew so well. 

t1E)d an atohor to his neck. and drowned h1mael.t. 

a soon as veD~ura saw her dead husband, ahe became 

e~~tlonal and faInted. Cec ilia., as usual, took her grief' 
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qUietly. She 1lD!Il'8a.latel,. nt lth the practical 

rtalra at n~AP1na the house for Gonzalo's body. The 

thor pratsed selt-control: 23 

her6Icos que 
au cuorpo.

coras6n. 

Undoubtedly Cecll1~ loYod Gonzal0 aeep17. but ane was 80 

sel.tles8 that she did nothing to stand in the way of b,l. 

aven ttlOwttl it meant that she must lose him.. 

uite the ODPosit. ot her klnd. considerate sister 

vas Ventura.. ObviouslY Gonzalo was impractIcal in deciding 

wnlch of the two sisters should be bis wtte. Ventura va. a 

oar gel' 'orse mother, but she had an 1rresist1ble 

in Vent. -. UDraithtul to him. be. could not bring 

htmself to bate her altho lov ,ut r or tlim a 

broken hear,t.• 

t 

cha that att e was Qu1te tnt1ve. 

1s traIt flattered t t Gonzalo. 

was val seemed to enjoy the mlser;r she 

caused her devoted lover u8band. en they were r irat 

:noled, s was aeItis 1 t wa.nt Gonza10 to leave 

her long enough t but wh, Gonza.lo 

111. she could not be t .g care of h • 

Gonzalo realized s bet istreateC1, nd 

2~id., p._ 663. 
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oubtless .Ventur s tiarled loIi herself for beLng 

the cause of a duel. She liked being the center or atten­

ti-on even thou she d to b oral ocial laws to 

ace ish it. ert~ele d1.9J).Layea gr:tef at 

lo~ onzalo t did 1'. sne waa 

t for Gon&al. had 

il"er.rratae 

Vontura's ishness 

ceM::a1.n extent. later a1' ide ve 

i t esirea of tura a nat she had no opportunity 

to show her s18ter consideration. Cecilia took all tn. 
lit t Vetttorats 80 thE..t Ventura did not 

feel the efrecta o~ 

to a 

temperament 

haltered.tntauld have 

In tnl r t vivid contrasts 

o 1 o women.. p er and 

k ", r unconeerned t rlety~ tever 

t momont. 

r nove et in i -.......- on1a pa8to~l. 
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tory (lfudrld, 
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there va 
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s wife died when the 

ntonio 

t"am'11t to leave ~PU.lo.U 

tter tle 

tne 
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r rather dl 

s onl 

beauttrul dau~ter. 

lumaad by t 

lTnA~i-Anees of 

to live n i 

to 

ar tather, Antonio ~LU.ro~, 

When 

61+ 

tty 1 

ill health. 

• 

fort un 

dau,;r.hter 

The 

she arrived she wrote two letters. 

his dauJdlter, &UKCI 

bore 

th1w!: that could restore her health and that was to take her 

.wa-v rrom Madrid and lnto the open air. 

Antonio had a brother living in the Asturia.s Who was 

or modest financial means~ Antonio told the brother. Juan 

~lr6s. that he had lost his mOney. and be asked Juan to act 

as guardian t.o Ange11na .. .Juan and his wite; Griselda, 

ll11nJl:ly accepted the girl and treated her a8 their own. 

At r irst she was unhannT in the country. As soon as 

·re'turn, 
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to her £1 A, Gustavo Manrique. In each letter she expressed 

discontent. two children of hls o'l,m, Carmela and 

Tele~o~. _ lina's age. As Aruzel1na became 

better ac tnted with her cousins, 'she grew to 11ke pastoral 

life. 

lesforo tell 1n love with Ange.lina_ and ~tter8 

v.came complicated r",rhen her tianclt went to the Asturias to 

find ner. She had been d.is&'Dpo1nted in Gustavo because he 

bad never answered her letter. When he found her, he 

explained that he had never received the letter because ne, 

too, had been away from 'Madrid. The explanation sat1sfied 

lina, !lI1d she forgave Gustavo. 

AUK~~1na and her foster familY one day received a 

letter from A...ntonio 1nf'orming them that Antonio had not lost 

bis money e, In the letter he exn1a1.ned his DIan tor Nat'oring 

Angelina's health. He generously revarded Juan and told 

Angelina that she was heir to a. lst-ge fortune. 

Telesforo and a monev londer were discussing Ani2:ellna's, 

wealth When Gustavo Manrique approached. Gustavo aald that 

be had forgotten one of his gloves and sent Telesforo to get 

it. Telestoro :refused, and Gus'tsvo struck: him in the race 

1th a wh1~. Telesforo jumned noon Gustavo and serious17 

Teleato1'O tIed trom toe T1cinlt7. 

ot the Quarrel, she was torn 

e~~ce8e After hea~~ the details and 
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ponder over t Ituation, she oidod to write a letter 

to Gustavo tel im that r ~eall ant for 

each other. rote a lotter also t lestoro declaring 

her lo-ve tor him and ask1nJl him to return. Telestoro 

be and .Angelina 'made plana to marry aoon. 

, C8JD9 to take 

llna back to Madrid. She told hhl that rejected 

WQS dell2hted at s, but en sn. announe 

bep p to marry oro, he was t the idea of 

easant lad. She ato firm in her 

Gu 

her 

docision, that on1,. tb.rou~ a 'P8asa~nt. s l11'e bad she 

found piness. 

The you...... marrl ble in the novels ot 

Palacio Vald~8 o~t to the plot 

ot ovels ich they are • bec3.use be was an 

author ~ho otten used romantic Diot. The cltmax of 

these stories 1s usual11 the of the lead reminlne 

character. 'In A cara 0 crus e first climax 18 Julio--_.--..... 
SamDer's msa.Pl'"iJul'lI! o i.ta. d , 1s rrag. 

to Fernandita 1 8eco: el1.max~ e 115 the 

one that leaTes the reader endin.v.:. 

Another novel '\-lith 

tel' ber s ioter had madtif 01810n l;~ Yote her lire to 

, rtato rejected itoI'. The 

m· 
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conclusion is quite tistactory, for Marta i ch more 

suitabl 1.fe than Jo-1arla. 

ortant eb eters ~n ~os6 are the title 

character theart, Blisa. 'Ihi to n, ~uite 

t rrled. 

o Joa.s t 1"11.:2«10 b ther.• 

1 he no , iverlta 

a ina. nd on r.. ~1:h., 

first deals 1J l' a meetin ~r and taeir cCilLrtsi:llp. 

It Is leasant human-intereat story, wale ala with 

11fe or arty 'toO ia2e wit 

succesBful yotiilw ourna11st. The second novel umrlo13 the 

same charactaps continues t r theIr 'rlage. 

though it is Dot strictly a t the story end ith 

the event 0 ax1m1na t a tcrles 1181• 
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CHAPTER V 

inn 

11 

a.117 

summoning h 

In La slegrt. !!!! CapitAn Ribot t,he 

Marti 'Aas a. young natrcll who ehA"'l"mA 

vessel, tho Urano. ~4 ~o~+ft~ 

act of heroism· brolUtllt him to th 

1~~J'. 

Cristina bad 

ow~d her a ~at dea1 of at 

cere. He could not torlil:e 

~OI!l8.n. 

Cristina showered the caDtain wit 

he had dODO. Thej' fell into cOllversat"1on 

eaeh other's backgrounds. Actua~ly the c 

family; Cr1stina sal 

oE the owne-rs of 

tul" but she WaB quite p8.PsoDable, 

much s.t ease ~aU1.nQ;: 'to ber.. 
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e ,ptaln was not Cristina 1 s only tlu.m.L.L" here 

was C 1, was the joint er of the ship any 

with 1110. e was quite contrast to th 

He was handsome. suave, and debonair. The eantain 

10. 

Valencia, tho' t of her constantly. hen he returned, 

he frequented the ho of tne lo'artl t s. nd i1io became 

very clo friend_s. ost of hl oelates began to notice 

how en the captai red Cristina, but the trusting 

EmUio suanected nothing. 

tJ"Usted b1m itn gooa r OD., The captain" tboughts 

about Castell were: 24­

Ya no podia dudar de que festejaba a Cristina y 
ta.bi6n de que habla advertldo e1 &MOl' que yo sent1a 
pOl' ella. 

Because Castell he.d guessed tha.t the caotain \<188 1n love with 

Cristina, he took advanta~ of the opportunity to DIRe. the 

consequences of his ilt on someone else. 

t I e1 and Ribot c accidentally upon 

Oa8t-e~1 d Cristina d overheard their conversation. 

C:rlst told Castell that their affair st atop. Castell 

took the news bitterly. At this point Ribot made h1mse11' 

known and to1d Castell that h no' f,op a long tL"ne of 

the romance. Castell, t Ribot, went to ilio an, 

24Armando Palacio Vald~., La alegrla ~ CapitAn 
Ribot (Madrld~ Llbrerla general de Victorlano sUArez, 1920). 
p. 130. 
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s in 10 Ith Cristina. ~lio 

roaChed Ribot .d told b to leave forever. Ribot was 

sad, bu,t ne rained from tell 

told h that the ca 

l1io the truth. 

1110 became a viet of tUberculosis. His illness 

soon the ru..p~u r Betore died, ~io• 

call tbot to his slde~ for by then d learned the 

truth about Crlstina .d Castell. 1110 died leaY the 

tam11y in a bad financial stato. Cristina bad to sell the 

estate to '0&" debts. lIS a rpris.e tor her bir '1, Ribot 

bought the tate and fU!"Jliture. 3e remained in Valencia 

continued bis trie in wlth Cristina. He vas the 80d­

father of Cr1st1na'1I o gaye the captain many 

b.-oura o£ .l.Ut:J158. The c8ntain took great deal ot 

pleasure tar the un ido' nd her daUghter 

and lIee that they were well provided tor, but he never 

did JDa..lTY the widow ot his p:ood friend. 

gbter ot a wealthyCl 

duke. pampered yo' lady_ r mother had died, 

and t d r ried. 'The st other 8 Quite tond 

or C1ementina, 'Who yorry beautitul. herever Clementina 

ent, her e .ee attr tentloLO • 'ly in the 

st017, an II 1'ollowa: 25 

( 

25Armando 
drld: M. A~11 

lacl0 Va1d6s, Obrns completas, 
, 1948) I p. ~15. 

Tomo II 
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irae16n, 
vera 

• was con­

ll1fled, and 

• 

other. A.tter 

d unu.sual that he 

many- male admirers. 

ere She inQuired about 

of h 

e noticed that followed 

e h 

a~raDle as she herself was. 

scientific studies. 

ost did. 

om 

were taking place. The 

denendent on his wealth,. wif_, 

chanps 

s 

c 

ntina's attitude was 

was Durau1 

very curious about the youth. 

er dress 

tina's £ 

r than she was. 80 it 88 

ched her more 

ve a romantic inter 

She bee 

In 01 

dle podIa m1rnrla sin sent1r 
mAs a6n que por su lUjoso a..rreo, 
de su rostro '1 18 gallardta de 1 

Then Ra~o told ber the story of' his life. He vas 

very-bril11ant 

be'r nnd 

.should 

bearing the stOI7, 01 

sidel'ably 

Ever,- deta11 0 

duke los-t his money 

she encouraged h 

the youth and di-scovered Where he lived. She called on b.iDi. 

and told him that she vas already JlBrried to Toruls Osorio. 

She asked him Wh,. he persisted in following her. 

old enough to remember b 1m. RecentlY RatmuDdota mother had 

died or DB8Uaonta. 'Ra1.mundo missed her verY muCh, for he had 

been verY close to his mother. Ra.Urnmdo had B. ,-ounger Sister, 

but he had alWays been his mother's f'av,or1te, for he resembled 

bie dece.sed tather. Raimundo conte Baed that ne followed 

Theratore it was not unusual that 

Clementina because she rem 

tat~er. Who had been a scientist, died betore Ra1muDdo vas 

'There va. one very YO' 
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dofia Carmen. When Oarmen died, the duke e:xnected to rece1ve 

her wealth, but to his disappointment, she left her estate 

to Clement1na. This rendered the duke financiallY denendent 

on Clementina and TomAs, who tried to control the 

entirely. They were quite shocked and 8D«ered When the duke 

chose a 70ung ludy of low social level to take cnarJZe of hi. 

household. She and Clementina became bitter eDemos. Finally 

the old duke was declared of ~v~ ULUI.U. 

After Clementtna's visit to h1rn~ Ratmundo bad continued 

to see her. He fell very mueb In love with her even tbougn 

he vas tully aware that she was already JllB.rried. The two 

met secretly until one night Clernentina told Raimundo that 

the a.ffair had to cease. Ra1Jaundo'. heart vas broken. ae 

bell.:Jlod her to continue their meetings. As a parting cere­

mon~~ she ~ggested that together they burn hia love letters 

to her. They went to the kitchen to burn them. but the~ 

agre~d that it would be more appropriate to take them to the 

forest and burn them in the, open air., Sb..e had a coach 'wa1t­

In2; they rode into the country. burned the letters. and 

rode back. Clementina insisted that Ra1Dnmdo should find a 

wUe and forJZet their romance. but Ra1mund 0 ~err..a1Jied incon­

solable. As the1' parted. she said that they should alvsys 

be friends and 1nvlted h1m to be a guest often at her house. 

His only answer WQS flAdi6s.o 
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01 t ortrayod r of tho 

this story thef 

social life or '1 class of ninet~enth-

rid. Th t deal of ~mp~81S .0 

atmearance, re or~en very low. 

o ound of the novel 

but to ttle rlO ot ­
.2~. the sistor or o were the two 

wives of J'ul ere 

Dofta Rosario was the agent that brou togeth.er 

Julio iatars. wall very te r, tal 

ite. She ruled her hua eye etivit,.. osario .d 

t 

• 
his nei5aI!JDer 

wanted bis fri 

or we 

on 

,t door to 

very C10S8 tr , 
er.. 

leasure 

d JUlio 

Julio 

urslons. It 8 r 10_. ver, rino' II 

h to1 

t crino d c an1ed 

JUlio, Ho n t 

t ..., r yo~r sistero. hen Racrin 

o to return to 

crino &BK6Q to of t lsters• 

d for Rosario to ret to It 1s 

Julio t t liQhtful sisters, ita d 

WA"""Annita, c his first seeo: 1ves r ctively. 
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It was obv s to Ju.ll t Rosari Iso Ie t 

aro her suters. er sisters e that e Was hard 

to get 

··~crlno' a unha' situation Ie humorous 

incident. in the sto~. Ie, Julio was once telling 

Maerlnoabout the inc f wOllen 011t1c8 and 

the 

business in ric.. ,d ~tu1u. erino hocked, but 

at the s ti his (\ to ,nate hln COrn­

pletel,.. She 80 careful in not to carry 

that it sometimes led to embarras ituations. One 

incident w related early in the story:26 

aorta a don Macrino 

ue 
, 

ba ala -i,ue una peseta 
e1 Door. llombre, 

r e1 tranv1a a unas 

1 t Ituatlon oft led to humor. his 

desponden07 eventually causea the of the novel. 

ecause crlno tail in bis efforts to brln$l h.is wit. back 

to h~ he committed suicide. Even after heurtn~ the sad 

news of her husband's death, Bosari Vlli.t;l..LUud 

did not repent ot h.er evil dl 81tion. 0llarl0 vas UlUQue 

t 

18c10 Vald&. in that ODe could 

say tho. t she 'DO rrHI"HtH,Oristics that could be 

26Armando Palacio Vald~9. A ~ .Q ~ (Madrid: 
Itor1e.l oueyo, 1929). p. 26. 
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cal • at h~r husba de'Yoted to her 

very lonel i thout her. 

final WO!!Ul!1 to disc ed a r n 

actual person. ~ 01' Palacio Vald~s, who, ot 

course, really existed a 21 denicted in 

noyeIn .!!! JY! ..::n~o~Y.:::e;.:l:.:i==s:.::to::a. ar, since this book is listed 

as a. nO'Ye~, it is just1riable to ntlon t tbar aince 

she playa jor role the booA.. this novel, ioh 

1s the most laranhic or all of his novels, the author 

lays the chief part; the s ortln2 characters are oeoole 

ortant to biB early l1t~. 

o t In1"lu'9Dca on ndo'S 

life vas o Although Palaoio Valdis was 

very fond of hi itted that she was firm in 

was thetherlnithde.ali 

ODe Who toft a~~stered punishment. 

is fether l1su£llly II le88 8eTere. 

This noyel 1s th_ lized ato of the 1'lrst 

seventeen ~ear. of Palacio ValdAs' life. This c. very 

ha:D'Dy tic:..e 1n his lite. He aoent DaM of 1t on the seasnore 

ana Dart of it 10 the mountains., He vas not forced to study 

exe-as8ivel~. ~lthougb his motherwaa rather well educated, 

sh. did not insist that Amando spend a great deal of tim. 

on his studies. In fact Armando re«retted that his early 



er 

l7 

t have 

sBed 

e was 

raetiee. 

leaye of his 

eh more sonti­

rid. 

as'Declall 

tel' I 

1 

other was 

locat 

expelle 

d bee 

studied sufficiently to f"inish his earl,. 

took bis examination 1;0 

at first in the larv,e city. He felt as it ne 

interests were not 80 cultural 

the examinations 

hsr in real lite. She was certainly a lad,._ 

In the nevel she remained rather close in personality 

s 

t 

e _ 

ve-ry ll.tJhappy 

were Auan 

is mother. 

senool 

father, but his farewell to 

mental. 

books 

been. 

poor hea1tb made It necessary tor bel' to be very inactive. 

She did not »articiDate in manY nublie activities but spent 

most of h.er 11.ts Quiet_1Y at home. Her death occurred shortly 

atter Armando had gone to Madrid. 

Ifhls chs:Dter, -"Women of the BODle, n treats 6l rew ot the 

ome ,of those who were main characters 

1n novels. 

In espuma C1 t , altnou she 8 married, was 

involved i romance. She Dort~ typical young lady 

of h 80cial cl • e 8 maD8 a bit more conscien­

tlOU8 t 

nother r tically involved was 

Cristina, idol of t Cantai Ibot.She llvedin 
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Valencia. but she did not necessarilY tvo1.fv ladies or 
locale as did Cle~ent1na. Cristina served the 9urpose or 

beinst tho constant sUbjeet of the cantain t s thoumts. This 

ortant to the novel than local color. CleIlientina 

ere both fOung matrons, but their personalities 

were quite d1rterent. Clementina hud soc1al Imblt:J.on; 

Crist1na.was hat>DY leadinst a rather sbmle l1.fe eve 

as financiallY successful betore his illness. 

Se1'"Yin uite difterent ~urposo fr the two 

previous1 ntioned women was dOft. Rosario. She rurn1shed 

,und tor the in thread of the narrative ot A 

~.2~. he managea to brinp: the main character. 

together so that the novel might pro sa. e added the 

lighter side to the ato sometime•• but at one point she 

caused t un£ortunate incident in t ory. er 

bitter diapo81tion cau tb.. 
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Ol;CI.USI 

Tho women in the novels of Palacio Vald6s &Fe not 

rototYDes exceot the twins ot A ~ .2~, and here it is 

their 81m1larlty that causes them to be uniQue. Some ot 

~ tor eDJIIPle Olementlna or La eSDuma and Demetria ot 

idea perdlda, revres-ent lIomettl.~ outside ,of the novel. 

Cl~entlna Dortraya the ladies of bel' soclal class; Demetria 

personifies the tragedy or industrialization. Still each. ot 

these women bas bar own ~istakable nersonality. 

It is dlttlcu1t to detert'l1ne exactly what kind or 

oman palacio ValdAs tavored. AccordiIm to Marta Z l:1ar1a 

it .y be aSrAIIlad that he doubted the slncerity 

openl edt ed their liv o 1 1 sz:10;"". r, in Santa 

Rogelia shoved t.be value o~ 

task, for it 1s due to t influence 0 admirable nun 

that Bogella turned 1"1'0 r 111'8 so 1·1' from religion to 

crif1cial 1 c r t t r conscience at ease. 

It 1s Bsible to d very1'0.lbe 8verJ' wo: 

novel 1 tor, ese selected rr 1. 

or novels reoresentati ~ his 

ot 'U a' cterization of of' .or characters 

1n this study. e drew from every-

o 

to h 

• 
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va 01" life. the we~ltny to the eo people. He 

te wi tborlty ut women 0 lous classe-s. 

vels. his stories are oft~n concerned 

~lth love. but t~e ~lots are not trite. So of th omanc-es 

h IY; otb.ers end 1n 801'1'0'.... i lots are ivorse 

as nis women. all of bis stories, t 1e or bar.my. 

he s hi 11!lJ.stic t1t • 

In oonclusion it be said thct the wamen in the 

n Is of lao10 d these th 1n c on: they 

11 Spanish, 11 th I1v urtn~ the nineteenth 

century. ere all frOffi re«1ons familiar to ralacio 

Val. ,y frol:l his nat1v sturias, some from the•
 
more 800histieated 1~I'g9r cities. ~he author bound 

strictly hi ,10 0 t bout events or people 

en the women were limited,h 

but i3' novels. tbar each sto~ 

unl'olds trferent sltuatl , Del exce'Ot for 

verite. tiI"elY different charactQrs, among 

vb ieb. 'U.-ft.¥> or role. Yet his stories all show 

evidenoe of hi. roferences,. For examclo, he preferred rural 

to c1 1 • f'nvored the s1Jllp1e li.f9 over a comulex 

society. Hi tories show an att1tude of oDtl~s~. lSven 

the padrf,t Gil fe--, by woman, 

not t l11'e futile. i leal of the view 

of Palaoio Vald~s. He belie that n ttlou. Q person 
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i2ht be scorned by sooiety, he still d his faith in s-omethlng 

greater to keep his outlook cheerful. This oharacteristic 

of ODt1mism Is the Quality found in st of the writing of 

Palacio ValdAs, ~d his women cbaract ,re instrume'nta~ in 

dev(.llODina: the thought. 
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