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THE LIBRARY BUILDING 

The William Allen White Library is designed to serve 
the needs of the faculty aod students of an institution of 
1500 to 2000 students. Every effort was made to design a 
functional building. The building has a rather conventional 
plan of library arrangement; the reading rooms are on the 

~	 north to take advantage of natural light; the stacks and 
service areas are in the center; and the administrative of­
fices are in the south part of the building. Prom an arcbi~ 

teet's point of view, the library is a marked departure from 
the Collegiate Gothic library buildings that are foond opon 
many college campuses. 

The State of Kansas has a bargain in the William Allen 
White Library and its equipment. At the time the general 
contracts were let, construction costs were at the lo.est 
point since the end of World ~ar II. The State Architect 
has estimated that if contracts were let today the cost 
would reach $1.250,000. The library is undoubtedly one of 
the most adequate and finest teachers' college libraries in 
the country. 

The William Allen White Library ha~ four floors and nas 
outside dimensions of 142 by 146 feet. The groun-d area cov­
ered by the building is approximately 20,000 square feet, 
and the cubic contents total about 725,000 cubic feet. It 
is approximately 45 feet from grade level to the bighest 
section of the building -- or 50 feet from the basement 
floor. The library has six levels of stacks with about 
45,000 running feet with shelving, providing a working cap~­
ci ty of about 250.000 volumes. The building was located and 
built to allOW expansion to the west toward'Merchant Street. 
Each service area -- reading rooms, stacks, and offices -­
may be expanded to the west Without major changes in the 
~tructuTe of the building. The main reading rOODS. t~e-lOb­

bies, the stacks, the Memorial Room, and the audio-visnal 
area are completely air conditioned. 
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 The reserve reading room, with a capacity of 208. occupies

e'lob­ the area exposed to the"north. The reserve circulation desk is 
1soa1 located in the lobby in such a way that supervision of the reading 

room and both entrances is possible, Across the lobby from the 
reserve circulation desk are located ~ student locker room, the 

".	 transformer room, the staff room, and a public typing room. The 
elementary scbool library occupies the southwest corner of the 
ground floor, A classr09m (Room #19) for children's literature 
classes is across the lobby from the elementary school library. 
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The first floor is the center of the library's various activ­
ities. The main reference room, the reference office and desk. 
the circulation office and delivery desk. the main lobby. the card 
catalog, the White Memorial Room, and the offices of most of the 
library staff are on the first floor. The main reference room 
seats 192 and provides space for current periodicals and news­
papers, as well as the reference collection. The Memorial Room 
serves as a lounge and reading room and for display of the noted 
journ~list·s library materials. The library administrative of­
fices, the cataloging department office, and the aCQuisitions­
extension office are in the south part of the first floor. 
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The library school, which is accredited by the American Li­
brary Association, is located on this floor. The library school 
area is composed of a large classroom, 45 by ~4 feet, a typing and 
locker room, faculty offices, and a second classroom. Tbe audio­
visual department and conference rooms for undergraduate students 
occupy the rest of this floor. The audio-visual department is es­

al Roo pecially well equipped for an institution the size of Emporia 
e noted State. It includes a projection room for general use and for 
iYE- of­ audio-visual education classes; a storage and service area for re­
i tion s- cords. films, film strips and microfilms; and a listening room 

.where students may listen to records individually or in groups. 
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THI"D FLOOP" PL.A.N 

The third floor ~as ~lanned to serve the needs of the Gradu­
ate Division and specialized groups coming to the Gam~us, The 
Graduate Division office and general conference rooms are on this 
floor. By going through the long conference room, visitors may 
see the air-conditioning and beating equi~ment. 
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THE SCHOOL OP LIBRARY SCIENCE 

It was at Kansas StAte Teachers College of Emporia that 
the first library school west of the Mississippi was estab­
lished -- in 1902. Since that time -- with the exception of 
an interval of three years following World War I -- a con­
tinuous program of instruction in library science has been 
offered. During this long period of the teaching of library 
science the College Library has built up a comprehensive 
collection of books and periodicals in the field of library 
science. 

The extent of the library science curriculum offered by 
the college tbrough the years has varied, at different peri­
ods, from nineteen to thirty Or more semester hours in a 
given year -- gradually leading up to a development (begin­
ning in the fall of 1928) of a standard, one-year library 
scbool wbicb, since April, 1932, has been fully accredited 
by the American Library Association Board of Education for 
Librarianship. 

The demand for secondary school librarians as the re­
sult of new regulations by the Kansas State Department of 
Public Instruction and the North Central Association neces­
sitated the development of an expanded program of instruc­
tion in the summer sessions. The summer offerings of the 
library school have been expanded to permit students to 
Qualify under tbe eight, sixteen, and twenty-four semester 
hour requirements for bigh school librarians or to complete 
the work for a combined master's degree. Students with 
eight honrs of library science as a prerequisite may take a 
graduate degree with a twenty-hour major in library science 
BDd ten hours in a related subject field. 

Library science education is in a period of transition 
and the library scbool of Emporia State C~llege plans to re­
vise its curriculum and degree requirements in light of the 
new standards. 
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