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CHAPTIR I
INTRODUCTION

The year 1960 merks the centennial of the birth of
the only men with an appreciable smount of Indien blood ever
to become Vice President of the United States. In the
nearly one=hundred years of Kansas history only once hag e
Kansan been elected Vice President. That man was Charles
Curtis. He waeg the first native of Kansss to represent the
State in the United States Senate. For these ressons an
inveatigation of hie 1life 1# of special interest at this
time.

Thie study deals with Charles Curtis who devoted the
ma jor portion of hie seventy-six yeare of 1life (1860-1936)
to holding‘publio office. He reached the height of his
career with the Vice Presidency during the sdministration of
Herbert Hoover, 1929-1933. Curtis was & shrewd politiclan
who maintained the support of Kansse voters through such
political technigues as the keeping of a card file of cone
gtituents with whom he had contact. Dufing hies years in
Congrese he became » leasder and @ real power in the shaping
of leglelation. Throughout his career Curtis was s Republi-
can of unquestioned rogularity.l

lJOMCl C. Malin, Dicticnary of American Bi 8
(22 vola.; New York: éhnr es Scribner's Sons, 13§§§72§§11,
supplement 2, 136-137, hereafter cited DAB.
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The purpoge of thie gtudy 1e: (1) to bring together
the scattered biogrephical meterials that ere concerned with
Cherles Curtisg (2) to consider in depth his career during
the years 1928-1933; end (3) to evaluete his political
philogsophy and contribution to American politics.

This study is important becsuse, even though Curtis
enjoyed & long political career, no definitive bilography has
been published.® Scattered blographical sketches end items
mentioning Curtis sre to be found, easpecially in books
written by hils contemporeries snd in the pre-convention
prognoeticetione of journalistes during the years when Curtis
wag seeking nomination for national office., It 1s important
to bring these bits of informetion together to szerve as a8
beginning point for future definitive work. Furthermore,
these scurces sre not slweys in agreement. An understanding
of the role played by Curtis will contribute to an under-
standing of political events on both the State and the
national levele during the initisl one-third of the twen-
tleth century.

In terms of the life of Curtis primery sources are

limited. The Kenses Historiecal Society hes & smell collection

zﬁxcapt @ campalgn blography, Don C. Seitz, From Kew

T to € The Life St £ ~
Tndfen, Hrio fie " ;.n;_h fte (Yo Yomr Fredertek A,

okes Compeny,
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of Curtis letters.> The Kenses Historiecal Soclety haes sgent

gsome Curtis mementos to Counecil Grove, Kensas, to form part
of s museun dilplly.h This museum has one Curtlis letter.
Curtis was not noted for speech-meking prior to 1928 nor did
he often have his name attached tec legislative enactments;
hence, thoee sources yleld Tew facte, Newspaper sccounts
must suffice in most instences. This means, of course, that
contemporary sources of his early life are prectically non-
exlstent, Professor Malin states that "very little reliable
data are essily svaellable sbout the Curtie femlly connec-
tions or the spelling of names, not even Charles and Dolly

3curtis Collection, Kensas Historical Society. These
letters were donated by the Curtis estate. Most of the
letters are of negligible value. During the years szince
the death of Curtls several individusls, escting under the
sugplces of the Kansae Historical Society, have carried on
congsiderable correspondence with the surviving members of
the Curtis femily, sttempting to locete and obtaln access
to the remeinder of the papers of Curtis. The most recent
communication the Kansas Historical Society has recelved
located the papers with the daughter of Curtis, ¥rs. Webster
Knight. She Insisted that everything of "historicel value"
wag sent to the Kenses Hiestorical Soclety snd 2teted emphati-
cally that under no circumstance would she sallow anyone to
go through the papers remaining in her possession. Letters
from other members of the family have always supported this
position,

h"Old Kaw Indian Mission," Stste museum, Couneil
Grove, Kencae, Items displeyed include an oill painting of
Charles Curtis, seversl gavels, the silver tray presented to
him when he retired from the Vice Presidency, the personal
g:;gh:f Vice-President Curtis, and one letter, Curtis to
Me
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(Curtis Genn] being in agreement on some things, end
peculiar geps exist in family hiat'ery."5 Berlin B, Chapman
wrote an excellent article dealing with Curtis and the Kew
Reservation lands. He gives a deteiled sccount of Curtie's
influence on the policy of the natlional government in deal-
ing with Kew Indian lands.® This srticle snd the biographi-
cal gsketeh by Professor Malin sre the only scholarly worke
devoted primerily to Curtis that this writer has discovered.

SMalin, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136, footnote.

6Barun B. Chspmsn, "Charles Curtis snd the Kew

Reservation," The Kenses Historical Querterly, XV (Hovemb
1947), 337-351% g ot



CHAPTER II

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The later years of the life of Cherles Curtis were
well known to interested persons, His life in polities,
gerving ae County Attorney, Congressman, Senator, and Vice
President, made him the subject of many articles in newge
paspers, magazinea, sand booke., DBut his childhood iz shrouded
in mystery and romance, s curious amixture of fact and legend,
a story containing many conflicte of opinlon end many omise-
glons, a story based in many instances upon the word of
Curtis after he had attained sn asdvanced sge.

Charles Curtis wes born Jenuary 25, 1860, near North
Topeka, Klnlll-l According to one account he was born in s
log cabin.2 The location of his birthplsce was 2 farm, an

lJsmes C. Malin, Dictioc g%ign Bio
(22 vole.; New York: Enarles Ser bnqr & Sons, Ié;ﬁ%lnli

supplement 2, 136, hereafter cited Il 2&;; Jgg&i'aglihi
g;%;gnggg;g,%§ %ggiésgnh ork: James te
ompeny, 1917),

ereafter cited ll NGAB

.'1.'.1.1.!
§%§§§g§l é!f%i%?ﬁ ol. 0, 7, haro-
after clted .l N Den Cs Soit:. w T
Eiifggébzgigé ‘"%igiggbgegzliidaergeé ‘%ﬁggéég:iéﬁg,

" :

pany, 10. ereafter cited as '_iﬁgglgz
Charles MNersz, Preconvontion Portraits,

cXX (Jinnlry 7, 1928), 63 Charles G. Ross, "Ch

of Kenses,® The Oubtlock, CIL (May 16, 1926). 83.

2511se Isely end W, M., Richards Oon
(Topeka: The State of Kansas, i 337 See

so The Topeka State Journal, August 18, 1932, Pe 13.
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Indisn sllotment held by his Grendmother, Julie Genville,>
"being situste[d] upon the South West Quarter of Reserve
No, li of the Kew Helf Breed Indien Lends in Shswnee, County,
Kensag."d One writer cheracterized it a2s an "occasional
camping place for Kows "5

He wee the only son of Oren A. Curtis and Ellen
Puppln.6 Oren Curtis wes of English ltockﬂ hiz femily
disembarked from the ship Elizebeth et New York in 1631.°
Williem Curtis, father of Oren, wee born December 22, 1800,

SWi1liem Allen 'hite, 1v %5% ¥ho
_I! l’ragidog_f, (New York: lln o-pany,
eresfter cited as gﬁ{%; Isely and
Richardl, Four Centurieg in 88, D»

brAbstract of Title, Lot No. 126 on Topeka, Avenue,
in Curtis Addition to the City of Topeka," Curtis Collec~
tion, Kensag Historical Scclety. An important document
insgmuch az 1t cites the statutes establishing the Indian
allotment snd chronicles the transfers of ownership that
culminsted in ownerghip of this property by Charlees Curtis.

S¥Merz, The Independent, CXX (Januery 7, 1928), 6.

6a1in, XXI11, supplement 2, 136, Host sources
give the neme of Curtis's mother ass it appears in the text.
However, Professor Mslin gives it es Papan and Merz gives
it aes Poppin. Sometimes her given name appears as Helen,
Oren Curtis was commonly nicknamed Jeck and his given name
has appeared as Orren, rin, snd Orin.

& TIntd.; Mers, The Independent, OXK (January 7, 1928),

8yhite, Colvin C ppe 17h=175; HCAB, XIV, 416
gots the date oﬁ-ﬁing ué EEZI. ’ g
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and lived until March 1, 1873.7 Williem Curtis had fourteen
children, most of whom survived to an advanced -go.lo The
wife of Williem Curtis wes born Permelie Hubbard and traced
her anceatry through New Hampshire to Massschusetts where
the Hubbsrds hed sppesred in 1621.11 Willien Curtis had
alweys hed s desire to relocete in 8 new country, so he left
his New Yorlk birthplace, moving westwerd "when quite & boy."
He moved to Kanses from Indisne in 1860, settling in North
Topeka when it wee but & wilderness.

Oren Curtie wea born in Vermillion County, Indiena,
June 1, 1829, He married in Indiana in 1848, e mesrrisge
thet produced two sons, Harvey and John.l2 This first

9The Topeks State Jogg August 18, 1932, p. 13
deplcta The monument over =) gr;vo of um-m Gm"t;ll 1n’tho

Curties family cemetery. This page includes photographs and

gketches of Curtis st verious stages of his life, of his

ﬁmil } and of several of the houses in which he lived during
g life.

%s :r March 30, 1898, p. 53
'ﬁ% 8 ¥ %!P!; E ﬁ S% i89 Bs Pa é nygi N.dlfo\mg .
ﬂll eLon Qe

g kﬁxzp?;g%ieo 11'%% =

Stat (Nu or
D ereafter cited se Heirs Apparent.
u'lhito, Calvin Coolidge, pe 1Tk
12y, G. Cutler (od.) Hist State ?Agg
(Chicego: A. T. Andress, 1 eoa 2—

T E%}; C Marech 30, 1598, Pe

I'i%“, » 1098, p. 5. Both of tho u' aceountl
oniy one son from tho firet merriage. Cutler includes

e biographical sketch of Oren A. Curtis to 1883 snd shorter

gketches of the lives of William Curtlis, Ellen Pappen Curtis,

and Cherles Curtis, The four sketches appesr to contein

several subtle contradictions.



merrisge to 8 woman Iknown only as Mliss Quick ended in
divorce.l3 Oren Curtis moved to Platte County, Illinois, in
1851 where he remained for three years whereupon he returned
to Indisna. PFrom Indisne he went to Ksnsas City, Kanses,
erriving on April 1, 1856. He went to work first at
Lewrence, then st Lesvenworth, Kenses, finally leaving the
Territory becsuse his free-state rentimentes had caused some
pro=glavery advocates to threaten him. He treveled in
Mlesouwri end Jowa until he joined the party of Preston B.
Plumb. ¥  Curtie Joined the party st Wintereet, Iowa, for
Plumb's second trip to Kansase. The group of free-staters
made thelr way to Kansee over the lLane tﬁil, and the
"Grizzlies," ss they were known, drilled frequently for they
expected trouble with proe-slavery sympasthizers. Curtlsz made
gpeeches to the group to keep up their spirits~-his poor use
of hngﬁlgo being partly compensated for by s more then
adequate lung capacity. The perty arrived st ropih ioa
September 26, 1856, and when Plumb moved on to hunt a towne
gite, Curtls remained in Topeka, working st a number of
occupations during the next several years. His job for the

U% gggg; Dal %1 !:-ch 30, 1898, p. 5

Topeks State _9.}3}.‘.9!1- 98, pe 5. ke
Ueupa ég?g. ¢

oredita Oren é.::'-t g v %?ng an elnos nmmegabg?'

gerles of jobs of @ grnt uriety of types.



firet gix weeke was to help Louis Peppan operate s ferry;
he ran ferry asgain for Peppen for & time in 18573 end in
1858 he went into compeny with Pappen in opereting the ferry
again for e tino.15

Ellen Pappen wass of French and Indian 'z!.elcnnh:l6
William Allen White outlined her ancestry in these words:

In the early psrt of the nineteenth century Curtis's
groat=grandfather, s Frenchman living nesr 5t., Louies,
married the davghter of White Plume, & Esw Indian
Chief. ©She wag the granddaughter of Chief Pawhuskie,
of the Osage tribe. Jullie Conville, the deughter of
this Indlsn woman, married Louls Pappen, 2 French
trader nesr St. Louls in the middle of the nineteenth
century and the Pappens movoi with the Kaw Indiana to
their reservetion in Kansas.>-!

In 1842 Louls Peppsn launched & ferry on the Ksnsas
river on the site of present-day Topeka., Pappan charged

151bid.; Williem E, Connelle

. D vy _B_o
(Chicago: Brown & Howell Conp;n __{ 513
em E, Oonnollcy "The Lane Trlil

ectl X111, ? & 376. ee a ao ag
ec s 1924 @ % ebru=-
36, Glippin.g file, !1 ary,
nnau State Tuehox-l Gollegc, Bnpoﬂl hu'uttu- cited se
cu 1ng ru.; Mhroh 30, 1898,
8 P« 5 'hit..

.3 ﬁ?:‘}ﬂ? %twi%io ¥, [Neds]),

: 8 268; Isely and Richerde, Four Centuries in Kensag, p. 337.
16Iln].in, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.

1Twnmite, Calvin G e 63 imiler but less
complete accounts sppear cﬂ.
January 7, 1928), 6; Rose, ‘l'h y 16 1928),

3; Isely and Richards, Po

Isely and Richards give m m nn-nlua o o Ptppon
es Conneville.
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$1.00 for each wagon carrled acrose the river., Inasmuch a8
the ferry could meke fifty tripe per dey, carrying two
wagons each trip, the business was quite profitable. Oren A,
Curtis helped run the ferry after he came to Topeka.

The black-eyed, black~hsired deughter of Louls Pappan,
Ellen, played games with the Indisn children in wild sur-
roundings "where businese bulldings now line Kanses Avenue,
Topeka." Of course, ghe often used the ferry to eross the
river,1® She sttended the Indien sehool thet leter becsme
St. Mery's 0011030.19

Oren Curtis merried the nineteen-yoar-old Ellen Pappan
in February, 1859;20 she gave birth to Ellzabeth Curtis,2l

101501 E!

y and Richards, Four Centuries in Kansas

Ppe 107-108. Mention of th; sppan ?amin'¢5§ aépon
ferry are to be found in Governor A. H. Reeder to G. W,
Manypenny, Commissioner of Indien Affairs, Msy 5, 1855,

"Documentary History of Kenses," Ksnsag Historical Collec-
tions, 1889-196, V, 225; "Reminiscences o% F&Eﬁar%df
Chouteau, ngase B;stfgécc; Collectlons, ;30&-;3g§, VIII,
4823 Jotham Weeker, gh Waters naes, nsag Histori-
%E; cgégosﬁigig, 1393-;2%&, VIII, L4783 Louis Uﬂiriol

urent , eminlecences By the Son of s French Pioneer,"
Kanses Historical Collections, 1913-191k, XIII, 368.

- 19Iaoly and Richarde, Four Centuries in Ksnses,
Poe 295.

20gutler, History of the State of Kansss, p. 559.
2lyapriod neme Mrs. Rome Colving she remsined a rosi-

dent of Topeka, Kenesas, throughout the 1life of Charles
Curtis.
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es well sg the older Charles.22 Ellen Pappan Curtis died in
April, 1863, when Charles wss three years 01d.23 Curtis
married and divorced enother wife, possibly within the year
1863.2k The only neme for her in these sccounta is the name
she acquired through a lster remarriage, Mrs. Rachel Hatch.25

Oren Curtls raised a compeny of militia in August,
1863, which he commended for a short time.26 In the fall of

22)g14n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 1363 The Zopek

D§!l§'§52i§§% March 30, 1898, p. 53 Topeks Stat o¥§gg;,

re ’ 6, Ps 5. Professor Malin states t en
Peppan wag the first wife of Oren Curtis. Howeven the
obituaries cited in this entry credit him with having five
wives within hls lifetime, the lesgt of which was Lou Jay.
This writer can 1dentify only four of the wives. Dolly and
Cherles Curtis seem to have avolded mentioning that their

father had five wives. In her memoirs Dolly menticne only
Ellen Pappan snd Lou Jay.

23cutler, History of the State of Ks pe 5593
thi?& DAB, xxxi, supplement 2, 1363 White, Coolidge,
Pe 1 .

2hp eka Stete Journal, March 30, 1898, p. 5; )
Topeka Ds spital, ﬂirdi’%ﬁ, 1898, pe 54 s

zsLdtigation growing out of thirs marriage occurred as
late as the year of Oren Curtis's death. ™,.,.. . sult was
brought b{ Mrs, Hester Small to quiet title to 2 tract of
resl estate north of Topeks, which was formerly owned in
part interest by Mrs. Rach-i Hatech. .+ « « « In 1863,
Captain Curtie 20ld the property in question snd his wife
refused to gign the deed: . . . . Mrs, Hatch therefore set
up & claim to an interest in the land, but Judge Hazen held
thet whatever right she had was forfeited on account of the

divorce.” The Topeka Deily Caspital, Merch 29, 1898, p. 8;
see also Topeks Sgn%o _gg;gngE*iFéh 29, 1898: p. 6.
26Cut10r History of the State of Kensas
25 24 pe 559,
Perhape NCAB, Current vols s P re%arl to this when credite-

ing his service as 8 captain ss having been with the Thir-
teenth Kansas.
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1863 the Fifteenth Kenses Cavalry wee mustered into Federal
service because of the massacre st Lawrence on August 21,
1863. It wes to protect the exposed eastern border of
Kanses, leat strocities ceause the depopulstion of that
area.27 Company F of the Fifteenth wes recruited in Shawnee,
Jeffergon, and Leavenworth Countlies, and ita officers were
Casptain 0. A. Curtis, Firet Lieutensnt T. J. Bragg, and
Second Iieutensnt R. F. Bownen.28 An eyewitness said that
when the organization of the company hsd been completed
Captain Curtis formed his men in line on the main street of
Indiancls, rode out in front of them end announced: "Now,
gentlemen, I want you to follow me. Ther's (gic) no plece
where Jack Curtis dassent (sic) z0."29 The company wae
mustered into the service st Leavenworth in October, 10863.
It performed gusrd snd scout duty at various places in
eastern Kensse, 88 well es being involved in several skir-
mighes. Company F was part of the force that moved into
Missourl in October, 186l, to engage the forces of the

lééitigx é gg n a R
huzv;xtno nggnmuz %—% 8;%;, Pe 3 éés ;%g
ereafter c as See nllo
5 s State J IE !h City
ar, m«‘@i‘t:, . Clipping filo.
28y1118ary History of Kansss, p. 363.

29"01d4 Indisnols," Kansss Historical Collect ions,
19111912, XII, h27.
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Confederate Cenerasl Price. Company F fought in a rearguard
action on October 19 end wes for @ time cut off from the
mein force which waes in retreat. Compsny F suffered this
plight becsuse Ceptaln Curtis hed not received new orders
88 had been promized.3? Colonel C. R. Jennison later said
there were many instences of personal gsllentry associated
with the retreat. However, his comment upon the fight by
Company F to rejoin the force contained this strange state-
ment: "The sction of Captein Curtis in cutting his way
through end joining his commend should entitle him to g2ome-
thing better then & cell in the Missouri penitentisry snd
Zebra pants."3l The meaning of the "commendation" ig not
readily apperent. Curtis wes dlscharged in April, 1865.

While on a2 thirty day leave from his commend Curtis
married Lou Jey>2 on December 25, 186k, st Olathe, Kansss,3>
She bore him s daughter, Dolly, half-gsister of the future
Vice President, Charles Curtis.3d Dolly steted in her

30cutier, Hletory of the State of Kensss, p. 559.
3ly11itery History of Ksnsss, pp. 389-390,

33¢utler, History of the Stste of Kenses, p. 559.
3xa11n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136; Dolly [Curtis]

Gann Dﬂél! Ga [*) den City, New York: Doubleda
Doru’x ompe ny, .a 933?, Pe 3o 'Profouor Malin atat!‘

thet Do ?g_z_:'s Book 1# a source of both information and
migsinformation.
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memoirs that her mother came from s branch of the John Jay
family. Lou Jay's fether, Minor Jay, emigrated west from
New York to Illinois contrery to the advice of his femlly.
When Minor Jey died, his wife moved her family to Ksnsas.
It was there that her dsughter, Lou Jay, msrried Oren
Curtie.35
The 1ife of the father of Cherles Curtis contrasts
with that of his ultimately famous sons Oren Curtis was by
nature a rover. At the age of fifty-three years he had
traveled through twentye-nine different states end nine
territories and boasted that he had never been confined to
@ sick bed 8 day in his life. Between November 1868 and
April 1869 he wes & Quartermester Sergeant in the Nineteenth
Kansas Cevelry which was fighting Indiens,3®
At one time he owned the greater part of North

Topeke, but through bad management and improvident

hebite, he lost everything. At the time of his death

he occupied s ferm six miles from Wewkirk, 0. T.,

which belonga to the children of Congressman Curtis

and Mre., Colvin., Their mother, who wee Miss Peppan,

was @ half breed Indien, and the c¢children ls.’ entitled
to the property through their Indian blood.

35enn, Dolly Gamn's Book, ps 3e

38¢utler, History of the Stat &ﬁ!ﬂ . 559.
8:: :!];lochnu é; ?th lﬁf{:‘. In;i n%?om nzu Cevalry
8 e Conquest o o ans Historiecal
Collectlons, 1907-1908, X, 437. : -

3popeks State Journal, March 30, 1898, p. 5.
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When lasgt heard from before his desth he was plsnning e

wegon trip through Arkensss. Yet, he "was known 28 one of
the oldest citizens of Shawnee county,” end hed been “e
familiar figuwre in Topeka for yeere." He had moved from
Topeka to Newkirk, 0. T,, only about two yesrs before his
desth, Mareh 28, 1898,3% Strangely, in leter yesrs it was
often sald thet Oren Curties dled when Charles Curtils was but
a small boy, when sctually Charlea Curtis wes thirty-sight
years of age in 1898,39

Professor Malin credits the grandmother of Charles
Curtis, Permelies Hubbard Curtls, with having cered for the
boy from the time of his mother's death in 1863 until 1866,40

38popeka Stete J Mareh 30, 1898, p. 53 The
ﬂ p 30, 1898, ps 53 The Annals of
ne » 268,
39%narlee Curtis 1z quoted ss saying: "You see my
parents died when I wee very young end I was brought up on
en Indien reservation by my Crendmother Psppan , . "
S, J, Woolf, "Senste's New Ruler Long e Senstor," The New
York Zines, Apeil 1i, 1929, sge. ¥, p. 7. Consider slm0
g stetement by a writer: "His parents were dead. Hias
mother had died when he wes @ baby and he etil)l was 8 small
boy when death relieved his fether of a disease dating from
his service ss s csptain in the Civil War,® E, B. Chapman,

"Promis Jockey Ruined to Make 8 Senator," The Dgrgm

[nepe] ﬁmm. July 29, 1922, p. 9, Clipping .
40ue11n, XXII, supplement 2, 136; Mergz,

I £ anuary 7, 1928), 5, both mention a

year stay with Permelis Curtis, Other writers usually do not

mentlon these years with Grandmother Curtis., Evident

Curtis himself pssged over this when being interviewed by
Journelista in hies leter years.
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Then he moved to the home of hiles maternal grandmother, Julle
Gonville Peppan, during the years from 1066 to 1869‘.‘*1
Julle Pappen was living with her mother's people on the Kaw
reservation slxty miles west of 'ropokn-u Looking back at
the age of gixty-nine Curtis said, "Until I wes 8 I lived
there, heppy snd contented, pleying, riding horses snd
learning very 1ittle."U3 He received the beginning of sn
educetion at the misslon schoeol, but the herses and dogs
geem to heve appealed to him more as companions than did
booka.u" As 8 boy Curtis slways thought of himself as an
Indian, Seitz claims thet he had been glven a horse celled
Kete a8 early sa when he wasa but one yeer old, that he rode
bareback, hanging on to the horse's mene, and that by the
time he was three years old he could ride alone at zome
gpeed. Hven though 1t would have meant that Curtis was less
than three yesrs old 8t the time, Seitz says that Curtis was
taught to swim by his mother who would drop him Inte the

Ylye1in, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136,

hzmn:v gg;m_’%sp. 1753 ;;
\ anuery 2 Rose
W, 19:3‘ 83, ' ¢

7 43woo1e, The New York Times, April m. 1929, see. V,
Pe .

Whiters, The Independent, CXX (Jemugry 7, 1920)
Thomes ¥, Dor‘n, y Years Ago," L_r_p’_g_ _ngl_gy,

Sollections, 19191922, XV, 491
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Kansas river to splash around for hiuolf.hs To say the
least, the boy was thoroughly femilier with 1life in the open
at 2 very eerly age.

But in 1869 Charles Curtis left the reservetion,
returning to Grendmother Curtis in Topeka.'® Throughout his
life he never tired of telling of the heroic circumstences
under which he left the reservation.!T In that yeer the
Cheyennes reided the Kews., OCurtis himself related the
dotalle of the reid:

#» » « » 1 wee down by the creek with gsome other
boye when the Ksws who were goling out to meet the
Cheyennes went by snd they askoed me to cerry the news
::dny grandparents and others up the creek whiech I

We all gethered in the old bern st the Agency and
I wae in the bern until the reid was over. After
the rgid wss over, 1t wses suggested thet some one
should go to Topeks and inform the people on the way
end there, sbout the Cheyennes ss the Kswe in the
0ld barn did not know whet the Cheyennes intended
doing, 20 a8 soon 9 the rald was over, I left for
Topeka. & traveled ell night and rucﬁu Topeka the
next day. 8

U5seitz, Tespoe to Capital, pp. 18-19.

46us11n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 1363 Wnite, Colvin
Coolidge, v. 1‘?6, pleces the date et 1868 .

L7por example, when appearing in Counell Grove to
deliver a political addreses in 1930, he sbandoned his pre=-
pared speech and reminizced sbout boyhood experliences on the
reservation, especially about his run to Topeks, The New

York Times, October 25, 1930, p« 3.

UBrotter from Curtis to Brigham, "0ld Kew Indian
Miseion," Stete museum, Council Grove, Kanses. Curtis wrote
the account of the raid in order to correct an error in
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Curtis i# quoted in another scecount thusly:
« « We wanted to sppesl to the white man, and
I eould speek English. I wes lithe snd active, and,
young ag I was, the chief of the tribe thought I could
be intrusted with the importsnt message. I ren and
wslked for miles, summoning help for the besieged
tribe.
I et lest got to Topeka, where relatives of my
fether lived, .ﬁs I declded to stay with them for a
while. e o o @
From that time until he struck out on his own, Charles
Curtis lived with his paternal grandmother, But he ones
came very close to returning to life on » reservation., The
Kews, who had numbered 1,700 in 1850, were on the verge of
-gtervation at thelr Council Grove reservation and noticeably
decreasing in numbergz in the latter psrt of the 1860's. It
wag decided to remove the Kaw tribe to Oklshoms Indian

Territory.>? Five hundred snd thirty-three Xaws left the

Lells Msloy Brigheam, of Goﬁ%; Qggvg the ? nta
Fe (?ublilhed b 9 author s Do ’%m L Cox
cited ag C v . Curtis took exception to the state-

ment inlerr ha e ran away Ifrom the reservetion when he
heard the reid wee impending.

] léﬁbgolf, The Kov pril lh, 1929, .33' v,

Pe . utier 0! P

Eé;': s gu;e:l;l gooun%( :T')'t € :_:' : ‘8'601- ] . Morehouse,
etory o o Ksnoa (sic) or ndunl 'E!B!“ H;gtp_gt
g_ql%;_m, %&9&% X, 358-361, incl 82 @ocoun

o the rald, s sl y different version of Curtis's croge-

country run, and a general treatment of life on the Kaw

Indisn reservetion at Council Grove.

" 5:&:'1111 B. Chepmsn, "Charles Curtis end th: Kaw
egservation, as Hist XV (November
1e47), 338. %i'i Iﬁ ﬁ%g éongrul cp;)roprintod ]
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Counecil CGrove reservation June L, 1874, erriving in Indian
Territory June 21 without loss of life or trouble with
whiteg.51 1In the fall of 187) e number of the Kaw tribe,
Curtis's Grandfather end Grandmother Pappan included,
vigited friends on the Pottawatomle reservation. On the
return trip they camped for 8 time at Topeka. The men in
the party convinced Curtis that he should go with them to
the reservation in Oklshoma Indlan Torritory.52 Curtis
later gzaid, "the longing for the old life took possession of
ME. + o« » « I wanted toc go back to the customs of my child-

hood, end go I joined the tribe once moro.“53 However, the

" 4llnees of one of the women halted the group at Six Mile

Creek south of Topeka for several deays. On the day prior to
their plenned departure the men rode back to spend the day
in Topeks. OCrandmother Pappan cslled Curtis to her wsgon.

$25,000 to provide for the removal end most urgent necessities
of the tribe, said funde to be reimbursed by sale of the
landes the Kawe were leaving.

5l1p1a g;; ve
«3 Brigham, Coun Grove, ps 51 places the
time of departure in May, . er {igures on tribsl numbers
are not easily reconciled with those of Professor Chapnnn‘

but this may srise over dletinctions between "full-bloods

and "half-breeds.”

Sleol

y and Richards, Four Centuries in Ks ps 51,

zgoi;utgorl quote a letter from Gurtis covering this entire
Cldant,.

53Woolr, The New York Times, April 1}, 1929, sec. V,
Ps Te
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She was alone. After hesring his ressons for wanting to
return to reservation life, ghe told him thet, desplite her
own desire to have him with her, he would be wize to return
to Topekea and continue his education., She had the foresight
to prediet that hie best interest would not be served by @
return to the 1life of carefree riding and of avolding
schooling. When the tribe left next morning, Curtis packed
hisz belonginga in a flour sack and rode north toward Topeh.su
A fourteeneyear-old boy hsd made a declsion that meent the
difference between possibly being a life-long dependent of
the government or of ultimetely holding the second highest
office in that government.

Curtis hed begun his common school education in

Topeka in 1869, and, when he had decided not to ge to Indian
territory, he continued hig education during the winters,
finishing common gchool in 1875.55 Grandmother Curtis "hed

S41sely ond Richerde, Four Senturies in Kansas, p. 51.
Ageain Curtis 1s not completely consistent. 1In relating this

story in Woolf, The New York Times, April 1, 1929, sec. V,
pe T, Curtis says: T"Alter we hed left Topeka my grandmother
celled me to her tent. I cen 8till see the burning lo

fire, the vest plains and the bright moon overhesd." %horo-
fore, one leco:nlg suggests 13 wee daytime, Eho other that 1t
was evening. te, Celvi ggéé%go. pe 176, relates a
gimilar but briefer accgune ) g incident. He suggests
that Curtis joined the "hegira™ and thaet, when Curtis turned
back, he walked.

55Malin, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 1363 see also Seits,
Teecpee to Capital, p. 141; White, Calvin Coolidge, p. 176.
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no money to nparo;"sé consequently, it wes necessery that he
work during the time that he lived with her., Many ocdd-job
occupations have been credited to Curtie, but it cemnot be
gald with eny certainty at exactly which sges he held each.
Curtls himself said that he had sold frult on trains.>7
Isely and Richardes wrote thaet he was a nevlboy.sa Another
aketeh mentione that he sold papere and peanuts st the races
and county feirs.59 One of hie early jobs, however, brought
him esrly fame.

During the years of his common schooling, Curtis
began to ride ag & Jockey during the summer racing unmu.60
| He was particularly well-qualified to be & jockey, because
he wag light of welght, and his esrly trsining on the reserva-
tion, especislly his early knovlodgo of horses, waes 8 gecond
essentisl element in the formuls for succese on the track.6l
Rere recorded the esrly racing days in these words:

: 56woolf, The New York Times, April 1Y, 1929, sec. V,
Pe »

p. T3 aﬁ':;}g.ﬁ%s,!ﬁgWItp?&ylg&.12326):‘33.v’
581gely snd Richarde, Four Centuries-in Ksnsas, p. 337.
5%oung and ¥iddleton, Heirs Apperent, p. 279.
60Mma11n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.

. 61'0011‘. The New York Times, April 1}, 1929, sec. V,
Pe B
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Before he was nine he became &8 Jockey. He must
have been 8 good one, for the owner of Tilden, a
famous Kensas horse of those days, geve him a regu~
lar job. He toured the Southwest with Tilden,
meeting all comers and never losing a race. The
racing of that perioed was a haphazard but none the
less gerious business, Meeta were arranged et any
convenient place to bring together the fanclied horses
of rival owners or communities, and the stskes ran
high. Curtis recalls that at s race down in Texaa
the man for whom he was riding called him over for
finasl instructions. The owner wae geated with a
rifle scrose his knees. 'Son,' he said, 'the last
dollar I have in the world 1s on this rece. If you
don't win, don't stop when you GPOG! the finish line.
Keep right on going.,! Curtis won.

The regular employer of Curtis peid the boy jockey $50.00

per month snd ten per cent of the winnings. This was a
~ great amount of money for the time, yet the fact that Curtis

menaged to seve something from his esrnings made him some-
what of a rerity among Jockeyl.63

The yesr after Curtis left common school, like the
yesr 1874, proved to be & time of important decision. He
wae sixteen years of age and under contract to ride in the
coming vinter.6h Apparently he had decided not to go to
high school; however, before he could fulfill the winter
contract he sbandoned the life of a jockey. There are two

common =tories of how he came to leave recing and there is

62R0s8, The Outlook, CIL (May 16, 1928), 83.

63E B. Chs
. B. Chapmsn, The Desrborn Independent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping file, ’

6thid.s White, Cslvin Coolidze, pe. 176.
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reason to support both.65 The most common story, one that
Curtls himself approved, was that on 2 vigit to Grandmother
Permells Curtis, the aged lady pleaded with him to stop
riding rece horsges and return to aohool.66 He told one
reporter thet he ended hie resce track assoclstions within a
week to return to hie booka.67 Another very plsusible
resson for hie decision wes his incressing 'qight.68 A boy
who wee destined to be a large man might very well have been
becoming too heavy to ride in professionsl competition st
the age of sixteen. One gource recounts a tale of Curtis
going to his employer toc see 1f he could get his riding con-
tract rezcinded. Not only did the employer allow him to end
the contract, but he gave Curtis $50.,00 to use in furthering

65!ovovor, the account by E., B, Chapmen, The Dearborn

Independent, July 29, 1922, p. 9, Clipping flle, does con-
8in one agpect that 1a difficult to Justify, He claims

that Curtis's grendfether pointed out to Curtis that he was
becoming too hesvy to be @ jockey and should return to
school. Grendfether Curtis died in 1873, while the incident
in questlion occurred in 1876. Therefore, unless Grandfather
Pappan wae off the reservation and st whetever place Curtis
wag racing at the time, 1t 12 unlikely that Curtie received
guch edvice from a grandfather,

66lhito Calvin Cgolidge gg OCu ;ﬁgg,
% 1 %E » Pe 1763 Roses e Out
CIL (May 16, 1625’, B33 The Kenses City Stgg,' ebruary O,
1936, Clipping file. ’
6T\erz, The Independent, CXX (Janusry 7, 1928), 6.
68!oung and Middleton, Heirs Appsrent, p. 278;

E, B. Chepman, The Dearborn Independ 29, 1922, p. 9
Clipping tile: g b i !
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his educetion and snother $50.00 came at Christmas during
the first yesar of high lchool.69
Throughout hies life Curtis credited his grandmothers
with having had e profound influence upon hie life. Professor
Malin emphesgizes thiz, saying that s proper understanding
of Curtis would have to include an sppreciation for the
Influence of several women in his life~~his grandmothers,
his wife, and his half-gister, Dolly Curtis Genn.70 Two
instances when a grandmother guided him to s decision of
fateful importance have been discusged., DBut more should be
gaid about Orandmother Curtis., The fact that Curtis spent
his school years with her, the years that must have been
highly formative in terme of the men who was to emerge later,
mekes the evalustion of her Grandmother by Dolly Gann all
the more gsignificent,
In my childhood the outstanding influence, the

moet importsnt fact, wes my Grandmother Curtis. She

ruled the family. $o gtrong in mind snd body, yet

go gentle, she brooked no opposition, Not that on{

of us wished to oppose herj if we strayed momentarily,

by accident or inadvertence, from the fold of her

orthodoxy, she needed only to remind us of our

allegiance, which leset © her death at the age of
ninety-gix years « « .

698, B, Che .
- B, Chepman, The Desrborn Independent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping rilo. i

TOMalin, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136,
7161nn, Dolly Gann's Bogk, p. 1.
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This meant that Permelis Curtis hed the opportunity te
influence her Grsndeon, Charles, until he was forty-three
years of age, for Grsndmother Curtis died in 1903.72 The
"orthodoxy" referred to was the fact that she wes both 8
Methodiet end an ardent Republicen. "I think she regsrded
being both @ Methodist and @ Republicen ss esgentiasl for
snyone who expected to go to hesven.,"!3 Dolly put more
emphesis on Republicanism then upon Methodism, and this,
coupled with other experiences in his life, may help explain
the life-time perty regularity of Charles Curtis. Thie
regard for Permelis Curtis's "orthodoxy" sppeers egein in
Delly's comment upon her own msrriage to E, E. Gann some
time after the desth of Grendmother Curtis: "I hed married
not only s Demoerst, but en office-holding Democratl Thst
was sn adventure for a Keansee Republican of the Curtis clen.
I wonder whet Crandmother would have thought of 153" Th

Curtie entered high school in September, 1876.75 It
hae been sald that he wee e geod student. He grsduated
in 1879, end was chosen for the honor of being class

72Dolly seems certein of thie date becsuse she asso-~
clates the death of her grandmother with thé "big flood" of
1903.

736ann, Dolly Genn's Book, p. 1.

Th1otd., ». 19,

To%e11n, DAB, XXII, eupplement 2, 136.
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orator.76 Some time in hies lste teens Curtis became a hack
driver to support himself whille studying. One writer gave
this colorful version:

« » « » The finencisl going wae rough, and he was
tempted more than once to return to the track.
Finally he hit upon 8 way to mske money. A livery-
gteble keeper of hie scquasintasnce hed an unused hsek
snd a gpevined horee. Curtie owned a horse equally
spavined, He rented the outfit from the steble, sdded
his own eanimsl, end set up as a hack proprietor.
Succese became sssured when the politicisns who fre-
quented the old Copeland louse in Topeka took & fancy
to Curtie's disreputable-looking rig end began to
patronize it to the exclusion of othera. . « . N

Curtis made all the trains from late afternocon until
midnight. He divided his receipts with the livery. His
ghare of the profits were enough to keep him in school. He
managed to study between tripes, as well as at home and at
school, He attended school in the mornings and early after~
noons.?8 Curtis became & "leg man" far the Topeke Times,
bringing in items he happened to pick up while driving
hack.!? Waite seid 1t wae the duty of Curtis to solicit

subscribers, ss well as to gather news.80 But just as

76!oung and Mlddleton, Heire Apparent, pp. 279-280.

TTRose, The Outlock, CIL (May 16, 1928), 838,

78E. B, Chapman, The Dearb ‘ July 29
1922 gi. 9, Clipp £ive, Bee aﬁlo e, Calvin 26
PP. 176-177} Hers, The Independent, CXX (Janusry T, » b,

79!oung end Middleton, Heirs Apparent, p. 279,

8Omite, Calvin Coolidze, p. 177.
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important to Curtis as his unflagging study, first in high
gchool, then of the lew while driving the cab, were his con-
tactes with politiclens who rode his hack., He came to know
end he made friends with men well<known by the pubue.al
At the age of eighteen he had the righte of ma jority conferred
upon himself by the Shawnee County District Court so he
could trensact nie own buginess.52

In 1879, et the age of nineteen sand not long out of
high school, Cherles Curtis decided on e lew cnreu-.83 One
of the men of locel fame that Curtis had met was A. H. Cese.Ol
Case was one of the two or three more respected lewyers in
 the Topeks sres. He hed kmown Curtis from his deys as @
Joekey. Cose had established the prsctice of riding in
Curtls's shabby cab upon his return from a journey to some
triasl in another town. Some time after gradustion from high

81k, 5 Che ar g_r;g
« B pman, The Dearb Independent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping file. '

- %2cutler, History of the State of Keness, p. 559.
83Ma14n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.

Wmmere 1s diugreomqnt over his lurnone. It appeers

ag Cage in > L16; Seitz, Teer e to t pp. 150-
1513 B. B. pmen, _f%! _--.e_ :

3 Clipping filej Mers, :

192 S 6. It eppears ss Gess in , :

It appeers as Chssze in Young and

Madleton
« 280. one scecount relates a givcn I.IIIQ W

Curvent vol. C, T« The nickname "Hib" is given in
pman.

. CXX (J’anuar;’r 1.
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gchool Curtis approached Case, ssking him for an opportunity
to 2tudy lew, Chapman slone recorded that the older man
tried to discoursge the nineteen-yesr-old youngster, becsuse
of the notoriouzly poor circumstances of the too-abundant
lewyers of Topeka, Curtia stood firm 1a hils convietion.
Case agreed to allow Curtls eccess to his law librery; in
return, Curtls would combine the duties of office boy and
Janitor in Casce's orraeo.35 After two months of study he
sgglisted Coase in court for the firet time, end efter six
monthe he was handling petty ceses for the firm., He also
became the firm's bill oollector.86 After two yesrs of study
Curtis took the ber exsmination and wae edmitted to the prac-
tice of lswe--the year wase 1881 snd he wes twenty-one years
of 030.87

- B5gutler, The History of the State 559.
E. B. Oh.pman, T ea E__g;gggigi;-Jﬁii Eg 5922
Clipping rilo. oi Z, 155.
Some accounts vo the 1mprollion aontinuod to
drive heck w gtudying for qxnupln, Merz, Th %%gge
gondgg%z CXX (Jinnnry Ts 1928; 6: "It 12 ald thet visltors

o Top in the late 'lovontiea might have hailed a cab and
drewn es @ driver sn slert young man who cerried Blackstone

on the box beside him. At sny rate, most of Curtis' study
of the lsw seems to have been done at the rellway stations."

862, B. Chepman, The D Inden Jul
. . Yy 29
1922, Pe 9, Clipping filo. See aflo ;e _g__lgi-

l' Pe Lo
N 87u-un, DAB, x);xlrh -uppunusa; 2.8136; Cutler,

a t tate o ne Do 9; eltz, Te
r_%'}@, (g i .rnﬁix.ae A2 "'“r‘ 2
1922, 1 e Bélfmfunh pender A

922, p. 95 ppns en vol. C, 7 mt.
v’n 03 LUAD, » (3 »
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Curtiz mede ceriminsl lsw his specilal fleld in
practiae.as For a time he was 2 pertner of A, H, calc.89
Seitz clsimed that Curtie recelved an interest tec the extent
of one-third cf Case's receipts. And it wes slsoc Seltz who
recorded that Curtis's reputation sprung from cleasrinz a
fermer cherged with murder,9? "Ambitions to use his own
neme," Curtis left the office of hie preceptor to form 8
pertnership with Devid Overmeyer.9l Upen the completion of
Curtis's second term as prosecuting attorney in 1889, the
firm of Curtis end Overmeyer wee one of the most prosperous
in '!opolm.qz Shortly after his retirement from the prose-

~ eutor's office Curtis entered snother partnership, this time
with Henry Ssffeord under the firm name of Curtie and Safford.
Thelr firm wes suecessful from the first.93 Throughout his
life Curtis meintained lew offices in 'ropoh.’h

8Cma11n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.

89
the fomg:::” %@sﬁ ugul*";% goms:z’a:;“'

Middleton, ln.d Seitz ;uggg %ﬂllﬂ-
p+ 151 both u psrtuu-lhip n:’e shorter dura-
tion than the thrce yeere gtated in NCAB, Current vel. C, 7.

908 itz, . 151,
e P’ %'%9% ;: 151. See also The New

91'rh1 rb:-u- 1926 « 32, B
IR T S 2

sleo Young snd Wi Ds .
921p1d.
938e1ts, Teepee Lo Capitsl, p. 155.
Young end Middleton, Helrs Apparent, p. 280.
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At the age of twenty«four and in the same year that

he was elected county sttorney, Curtis became 2 party to &
more enduring partnership. On Thenkegiving Day, November 27,
168;,% he married Miss Anns E. Baird.% She was the
dsughter of Mr. and Mra. John M. Baird of Topeks, snd was
born December 2, 1860. The family hed come to Topeka from
Altoons, Pennsylvanis, in 1860, 97 Aceording toc one account
the couple met while sttending high school.?® During their
forty-odd years of merriege, Anne gsve birth te three chile
drent Harry King Curtis,?® Permelia (Mrs. C. P. George,
wife of e career ermy officer), and Leona (Mras. Wobster

" Knight, II, wife of e wealthy industrislist of Providence,

95:.11.-.-, Tespoe to cgggga%, p. 151 and Young and
Middleton, Heirs take the year 1881, All
other lonrou agree on

96:.11::, e, xxn. mapplenent 22 1365 The

:11: l. Her na-o app ears &8
xn’ .1"’ p. 151'
nnd bon, Ho ne of many
cuu where Beltz, a o\mg en ckon agree in the

minority, = eating that perhaps a principel zource for the
later ..81;.‘.'.! wae the campaign blography by Seits.

21!%‘ June 21. 192h. re 1; The
EAR I
» P 13, stltu ghe left toona the
age ot acvon.
%roung and Middleton, Heirs Aoperent, ». 280,

IV (Novenme 5gls, Buspesay Shs Famas, Historisel Qusrheryy,

)
Harry at lay 29, 19&6.
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Rhode Island).29% Anne dled et the sge of gixty-three on
June 29, 192i;, while Curtls wes e Senator. She had been an
invalid for the lasgt two yesrs of her life, and hope for her
recovery had been absndoned months before she a1 ea,101

In a twenty-four year period e young man who hsd
begun 1ife ag an Indisn hed, through herd work, the wisdom
of hie grandmothers, end probably gimple good fortune, gsined
en educetion, entered & profession succesafully, and esteb-
lished & family that was to be his pride sand comfort in the
yeare to come. He wag soon to turn hie profession into a

stepping stone on the climb to nationsl fame,

100us11n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.

101lphe T Daily € June 21, 192, p. 1}
Th ?&1 _g#‘ e 20, 1924, p. 1. BSee slso
ﬁ ew Vi e 21, 1924, p. 13.




CHAPTER III
CURTIS ENTERS POLITICAL LIFE

Curtisz did not waste time in utilizing his political
contacte of hack-driving deye, nor did he heslitate to expsnd
this beginning, His nome hed become known when he rode race
horses, and he came to know politicians 2 2 ceb driver. He
widened this scquaintance by esppearing in Jjustice court; he
even added to his friendshipe when colleeting bills.l Curtis
went gtraight from the triumph of admittance to the ber into
politionz 28 well as into private law practice. Hisg firet
direet participation in politics was to join 8 Republicsn
clubs A common form of political demonstration in those
days was the procession, and Curtls joined the marchers. He
put his complete interest in pelitics to work, not sz an
orator, but as s llstener. Ile knew how his precinct would
go in a given balloting. Soon he hed sgimilsr knowledge of
hie ward and then of the entire city of Topeke. To do this
he followed the pattern that wes to become so famillsr: he

1z, B. Chepman, "Promiaing Jockey Ruined toc Make a
Santor " The De:rboga [nepe) oudant, July 2¢, 1922,
Pe 9 C ipping illiam A e Library, Kensas
gtate Teachere College, Imporis, hzroaftcr clted eg Clipping
1le.

2y1111am Allen White Gn;vin Coolid Th- Mbn Who
le P oaid (Kew York: The cmillan omplny,
Do ereafter cilted ns cllvin Coolldpe.
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worked herd, teslked little, listened much, and made permanent
friends, Ie made it @& point to make the scquaintance of
everyone poesibles Thus he esrly developed in basic form
the political techniques that were to form the runges of his
political ladder.d

E., B, Chapmsn records thet Curtis's declaion to seek
office in 188Y4 was connected to ssesuming e pivotal role and
to a surprieingly precoclous political performance st a
county convention?

Curtis was & delegete in the county convention in

108, the yesr of the Bleine fight., He was the
youngest delepgate and was expected, slong with most
of the other delegetes, to do as he was told. But
Curtles, swre of his ground becaunse of his perfect
knowledge of conditions, jumped inte the fight for
Bleine. He wasn't an orator but when he concluded
his epeech that afternoon the cenvention instructed
its delepatesz for Blaine,

» ¢« « » Curtis didn't upeet the program at the
convention without meking enemieg--gnd friends. On
the advice of the lltern%nio) he dﬂcided to make the
race for county attorney. « « « «

The political issue of the day wes prohibition, In

1879 the leglslature of Xansas hed submitted to the voters
e constitutional amendment that read: "The manufscture snd
gsale of Intoxlesting liguors shall be forever prohibited in

thie state, except for medicel, sclentifie, and mecheanical

3e, B. Chepmen, The Desrborn Independent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping files ' '

banig,



purpcses,” The amendment was :pprovod.s In 1881 the
legislature implemented the smendment with an enforcement
act.6 Seltz claimed that prohibition came about because
"the gshootling, drinking cowboys had become a curse and the
older and better helf of the state determined to stamp out
the liguor traffiec."! Regardlese of motives for pssaing
the law, 1t was not essily enforced, In Shawnee County
glone there existed some hundred-pdd esloons and kindred
establighments in 188&.8 The liquor interests hoped for
repeal. "Curtis's firm wee retained by them et the rate of

$500 a month, whether there were cages to try or not."

58tlte of Kenses, Seseion Laws of 1879, Ghlpter CLXxV,
Pe 293; Constitution of the Stabe of Lenses and Amendments
and Propoged Imiﬁ!ﬁ ts Submitted TpriE; State er,
T04h67, Eri. 15, Sec. I%. e proaibition emendment remsined
g part of the Esnssg Constitution until resubmitted to the
voters of Kansas b the Kensas Logislaturo, State of Kensoes,
Session Lawe of Chapter 240, p«. 382, The voters
r;EIgigd Egoh;mgn mezt cn?igg)prg&ibitionrgn }he election
of 1 . <} « Bright (ed, neag: ¢ First Century
(5 vole.; New Yorlk: Lewls niatoFTEEI‘FuﬁIIFhIEEFEbmpany,
Ince, 1956), 11, L75-476.
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Curtis had let his sympathy toward resubmission become
known. The "wet" politiciens assumed thet he was gafe.”

The "good folk"™ of Topeks grumbled sabout lax enforce-
ment of prohibition, end in 188l the threst of & reform
ticket was in the nir,lo Curtis was considered s competent
lewyer despite his mere three yesrs of practice.tl "The
local bosses and ssloon-keepers, casting sbout for a» safe
candidate who would at the same time mollify the respectable
element, hit upon the youthful and ambitious Charley."12
The salecon element which dominated local politiece sew in
Curtis "s friend et court." Curtis msde the ususl sromises
to enforce the law strictly. "Don't get me wrong," he told
his backere, "If I sm elected I willl enforce every law, and
some of you may regret it." This standerd cempaign announce-
ment seems to have been more the ceuse of smusement than of
concern to the liquor elanant.13

The campalgn for counly ettorney was a bitter fight.
The prohibitionists had lined up five of the leeding lawyers

9E. B, Chapmen, The Dearborn Indepsndent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping f1les ’ ’

10americen Mercury, XVII (Auguet, 1929), L10.

Use1tz, Teepee to Capital, p. 153.
lemoriean liereury, XVII (August, 1929), 410.

13seitz, Teepee to Capitsl, p. 153.
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of the community to work for the defeat of Curtis and the
election of the prohiblition candidete. In whet was te
become 9 Tamilier Curtis menner, he personally contacted
virtuaslly every voter; however, his oppconents did sleso. His
political adversories made lessues of the jockey and cebe-
driver background end his relatively short experience ssg a
lawyer, o2 well 28 his known sdvocascy of rocuhmiluion.lh
His opponents had every resson to believe the worst about
Curtls; especlslly were they certein thst his election would
not bring the more gtringent enforcement of prohibition that

weg thelr msin demand. The voteres chose Curtii,ls and
| launched him upon & carcer of office~holding that wae to be
virtually his gecle employment for 11r0.16
The previcus prosecutors had established the fine
eystem whereby the saloon=-keopere would be brought into
court every month or so. They would pleed gullty on one

count of 1llegally vending liquor, psy the minimun $100

mE Bs Chs ) -4
. pman, The Desrborn Independent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping £1le. ’

, 1, view of the vote-attracting telents of Curtis,
his electlion cennot be viewed with any certainty se & men-
date for lax prohibition enforcement in Shawnee County.

This 1s particularly true becsuse he surely included in his
pergonsl sppeals a statemont of his intention te enforce all
lawg-~a statenent which might sttract both parties.

1659mee C. Molin, DL ericmn %ﬁ%’%%
; , Dictionsry of Americen B

(22 vols,.; New York: Charles Seribner's Sons, 1 s R
supplement 2, 136.
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fine, and return to their bueinese.2! The saloon-kecpers

found this to be a2 most satisfactory srrangement in view of
the possible penaltlies under the lensas prohiblition enforce-
ment law. The State law required thst seloons be closed as
commuon nulgances. The penalty for the convicted sellers of
liquor was to be & fine of from (100 to $500 end/or a jeil
gentence of from 60 deye to 90 deye. 8 When Curtis took
office in Jenuary, he waes confronted with one hundred indict-
mentes left over from the previous term. There were eighty
places in Shewnee County that hsd taken out federal liguor
llcenseg,1? Obviously Curtis hsd secured election to a
pogition where sn s8piring young politiciaen could meke hise
mark, Furthermore, the Hepublicsn psrty had committed itself
to prohibition ss eerly s=o 1082;20 consequently, the policy
soon to be sdopbted by Curtis~-already & regulesr Republican
commltted to machine pelitics~-was not toﬁ strange. It wae

2 17pne Konsse City Ster, December 7, 192l, Clipping
(229

18
State of Ksnses, Sesglon Laws Chepter
CXXVIII, p. 241. The flét_fﬁi_ﬁ_%iquer 3‘6 e sold for

mediciml purpotes prompted the ecmont that "the number of
glekly Kensans incressed remarkably. #1llism Frank Zornow,

Ka u:m.%f %55#! i{'% ttgg (Norman: University

19£, B. Chapaen, The Dearborn Independent, July 29,
1922, p. 9, Clipping file.

20zornow, Kengsag: A History of the Jayhswk Stste,
Do 1920
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entirely in charecter for Curtis to support wholeohesrtedly a

stand msde by his perty thet wes contrary to his personsl
convictions.2l

Curtis immedistely brought one of the left-over cssee
te trisl, He sllowed half of the Jjury members chosen to be
dpinkere. He sppealed to them, however, by pointing out
thet he did not favor the prohibition lew himself, but thet
he was sworn to enforce the lew, not to Judge its merits.
Ingsauch ag8 Jjury members were dutyebound es sworn officers
of the sourt to similerly uphold the lsw, he told them he
expected ¢ conviction. Regerdless of the line of ressoning
followed by the Jjury, they responded with e verdict of
guuty.a

&, ... And the surprising pert of it 1s that
Curtis, the nnubnhuonxu. never took 8 drink.

'TI hed no high-flown morsl principles sgeinst drinke
ing,' he sei g.'but I had geen loafers and Deggars who had

bnupoehm nds snd fethers., I saw how liquor broke down
men, togk g their pruo. made wrecks of them, I let t
olmo. Jﬂl’

z 9. Ouppias tlh. muo m
J or sbatinence Ifrom the use of elther ligquer or
tohouo. See slero Selts, Teepse to Cepitsl, pp. 154-155.

z“# Be anam Jﬂl’
P+ 9, Clipping ﬂhn;, ﬁeo Eu sn OE! iumi‘y
s.n tﬁuo socounts, If the uloon-kupon usually pleed

s’tyndpou.am-mﬂ uulit “further esxpected
ig to eontinue to sllow th! is cese cone
tested? It 1s poseible, of omo. th.t Curtis purposefully
selected 2 case tbn would be contested. .aount,

Charles C, Rose, "Cherles Curtis of Kenses

o1L (Vey 18 16, 1928), 84, ststes that, when Our ?%
the initiel miahm. the remaining defendents pleed
gullty snd threw themselver upon the mercy of the court.
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But 1t wee enother sapect of Curtis's heandling of the
one hundred grendejury indictments that shocked the so-
called libersle whc had recently supported his election.

On the first conviction after he was elected the

liberals were literally bowled over by the men they
hed wgportod for county attorney. Curtis insisted
that the court impose 8 jell sentence in addition
to the fine. ,
'Thet is tresson,' the liberales shouted.
'Thet is the law,' Curtie replied, 'and so long
a8 the law stands I nhal& insist upon its being
enforced to the letter,'e3
~ Curtls enjoyed a grest deel of sucecess as county
atturney. He obtained convietions in e8ll but five of the
108 eriminel cases he prosecuted during hies first term.24
During his subsequent second term he obtained convictions in
8ll the eriminal csses he progsecuted. He was sble to cone-
viet in virtuslly ell of the liquor cases he brought to
trial.25 Within thirty days of sssuming office there was
not an open galoon in Shawnee County snd by the end of his

first term, Curtie had made Topeka come much closer to being

e 2% Kansss City Star, December 7, 192, Clipping
(oY

2hoswald Garrison Villsrd, Prophet F
(New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1 &mr;%, - %"&f‘m Deo
ca;i't-;or, p. 154, 'y § RelbE, Zeohes Bo

25g, B, Che :
. B, Chapnsn, The Desrborn Independent, July 29
1922, p. 9, Clipping file, g
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in fact the "dry" town that it wae by law.26 He nad closed
eighty-eight ssloons in the first thirty days.27

In 1886 Curtis was reelected, backed this time by the
forces thet hed oppoged his first candidscy. His only
serious opposition ceme from the joint-keepers he had jailed.
His record of law enforcement in Topeka, sand his youth and
courage, had brought stetewlde rocognitian.zs

o 26rne Ranses City Star, December 7, 192, Clipping
Ce

27V111ard Prophets True and Fslse
; and Fal P 1533 Seltsz
Toepes to Cspitel, p. 15h. ' ’

— 28the Kanses City Ster, December 7, 192}, Clipping
(- 39



CHAPTER IV
CONGRESSMAN CURTIS

Curtis returned to the practice of orininal law upon
the expiration of hie second term 2s county attorney in
1889, He was almoet twenty-nine yesrs of age and had an
assured practice. Hieg clients kept him busy so he was
earning a8 substantisl income.l

He had grown in political steture during the decade
of the 1880'a for reasons besides his performence as county
sttorney. Curtle wes &8 "hand-shaker" and a "palaverer." He
posseeged a politleal personelity that drew men to his sup~
port and held them. He remembered the names of men and
women all over his home aounty.z He was affectionately
known a8 "Our Charley” by his friends in North Topeks.- On
the other hand, "as he rosge in Kansas politice, his more
favored enemies upon whom he bestowed from time to time the
bitter benediction of defeat, referred to him as 'the Injun,'
or being sarcastic, 'the Noble Red Man of the Forest,' or,

141112em Allen White, Calvin Coo%ige: The Man
Is President (Wew York: The mlan ompany, 1925), “he
De s hereafter cited ss Calvin Coolidge.

zIb;do. Do 177,

31bid., p. 178.
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for ghort, 'I.o'l"u The next etep for Curtis was to try for

the Congressional nomination.
In the yesrs immediately sfter 1889 Curtis kept busy
with politics. It peems certain that he had his ambition

purpogefully aimed at the congressional nominstion. He was
active as 8 speaker throughout the Fourth Congresslonal
Diutriet.s Each fall he campsigned for the Republicsn
perty. And juet e he always had during the 1880's, he
sppeared st city end county conventions end political gather-
ings prepared to name from memory hundreds of fermers whom
he had met in the past end hed remembered.®

William Allen White described the Curtis of those

days thusly?

He wae a handsome youth-«slight, with the jJockey'a
lithenese, with affectionate, black, caressing eyes
that were hard to forget; with a fine, olive skin,
and @ haymow of bleck hair and s curling black mus-
tache. Add to thet a gentle, ingratiating voice, end
an eagy flow of innocuous conversation unimpeded by
pOItifO!'o;}l ideas and you hsve & creature Gode-sent into
politiesn.

In 1891 Curtis first met Willism Allen White-~then a

resident of Eldorado, Kensss--a young newspaperman who later

bivia., p. 177.
51bid., p. 179.

61b1d., p. 178.
TIpid.
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wes to voice his Tfactional opposition to Curtis through

editorisl commente in his Emporie Gazette. Writing in leter
years when his oppogition to Curtis had lessened, White
recalled the event:

That year, well into the summer, I first met a
young prince whose life was to be linked with mine
fairly closgely for more than two szcore years, He
wae Cherley Curtis. He came down from Topeke to
campeign the county, sent by the Republicaen state
central committee. FHis job wee to fight the Farmers'
Allience, He had s rabble-rousing speech with e good
deal of Civil War in it, 8 lot of grotcetivo tarifrf,
and a v carefully poilod streddle on the currency
question (which, I was satliafied then--and sti1ll
think-«that he knew little about, snd cared sbso-
lutely nothing for). For his politics were always
purely personal. Issues never bothered him. . . . »

Butler County 1z lsrger than the state of Rhode
Islend, and he and I, with a buggy hired by the
county Republican committee, rode over the count
together for three deys. He made the speeches;
introduced him. A glee club went with us end sang
ribald doggerel, lsmbasting the Farmers' Allisnce.

+ s+ 31 folt thet he wae ¢ wonder with hie winning
ways. I never gsw 8 man who could go into a hostile
sudience, smile, shske hands, end telk before and
after the meeting so plauubiy that what he sgid on
his feet as an oratorewu completely eclipsed as a
human being., « e e

As early as 1889 Curtie made s bid for the Republican
nominstion for Representstive from the Fourth Congressional
District. A specisl election was prompted by the resigna-
tion of Representetive Thomss Rysn who had been appointed

Bunm; Allen White, The Autobio £ Wl
A%#on White (New York: 'rhe’mﬁan éompany, hﬂ, PP. 196-
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Minister to Mexico. Kenses hed 8 county convention system,
end Curtis wee one of several candidates from Shawnee
County, esch of whom was ssking that the delegates to the
District convention be instructed for himself. The youngest
of these candidates was Curtis who got into the final round
of balloting, but lost by ome vote, 38 to 37. He attributed
his defeat to betraysl by one of his own delegates and he
poured his wrath upon that delegate before the entire cone
vention. And in the game bresth, party regular thet he was,
he pledged to support the succersful candidate. Harrison
Kelley of Osage County was nomlnsted by the Republican party
at the District convention and went on to carry the election
and served the ghort term in the House of Ropr..ontitit.l.q
In the regular Congressional election of 1890 Curtis
would not mske the rece. Po2sibly he anticipated the fact
thet the Farmers' Allisnce cendidate wes going to be vie=-
torious.10 One can only speculate se to whether a Curtis

candidacy might have tipped the scale in favor of the Repub-

licane.

e Kensas City Star, December 7, 1924, Clipp
file, Wq%fam&r'ill o Thits Hheurr: Domess Bints Ml
Gouoga. Eupocria, hereafter cited es Clipping fille.

lyde N, Young snd Lemar Middleton, E Apparent:

Tho Vice-P egldents of the United St (lu ork:
eane-ﬂ II ﬁe.,%‘)&ﬂ PDe s hereafter cited ss
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It wee in 1092 that Curtis wes eleeted to the House

of Representatives where he wes to remsin until 1907.11 The
Republicans nominsted him et the Fourth District convention
which was held in the opera house at Enporh.u Actually
Curtis obtained the nomination by default; the nominstion
was being shunned by Republicans for they were skeptlical of
the chances of thelr party that year. After all, John G.
Otis, a Popullst and a farmer, had won the Fouwrth Digtriet
election in 1890.13 There was sound reagoning behind Repube-
lican pessimism, In the year 1892 Kansae geve its electoral
vote to Weaver who esttracted much of the normal Republican
vote, end the presidency went to Grover Clevelsnd, a Demo=-
crat.m A majority of the Congressmen elected in Ksnsas
that year were Populists, as was the governor end the state
elate.15

1lJamee C. Malin, Dictionar of g ggg
(22 vols.} New York: Cheries Beribner's Sons M
gupplement 2, 136, hereafter citod u DAB; c%
gx_am_g_ I Amerl Bl ork: James T, te
ompany, 1930), Current vol. C, 7, hu-eorter cited as NCAB.
lzw'nito, Calvin Coolidge, ps 179.
1t S December 7, 19
file. Soo lllo e s, 're’ '211.
’l'he fe Story of cha 1 xﬁ%g; Eg en t
o' ork: okee onpany, 38'
ereafter cited as _m_g_g to Capital.
m!oung end Middleton, Heirs Apparent, p. 281,
15The Kensas City Ster, December 7, 192}, Clipping

file.
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Curtis mede the race sgainst the "milkman™ put forward
by the Populiste, and his own party knew he would be
defeated. DBut Curtis put his politicael assets to work in
conjunction with hie ususl vest expenditure of hand-ghaking
energy. "His enemies made the mistake of stressing his
Indien blood in ignominy." At each of his cempalgn stops
people came gpecificslly to gee the Indlan., They saw a
charming politicien who wes actually more a dashing young
Frenchmsn in sppearance than he wes an Indien., "The little,
fat, bald-headed milkman with a stubby chin whisker snd a
Holy Cause hed no show even in s Democratic year sgainst
'0ur Ghu'ley'."l6 Curtlis reportedly mesde stope st farm
housea to shake hands and meke friends with the farm fami-
lies. He became personslly scqueinted with as meny of the
voters in the Fourth District as he could possibly meet.ll
It wae that year that he began his geographic flle of voters
in his dietrict. He made & liet for each township, placing
on it the earefully memorized nasmes of voters end, at the
game tlme, assgocliating nemes and faces. It wes of tremendous
value for s politieclien to be able to sdd & personsl touch teo

@ letter or to be able to cell voters of @ given township by

16phite, Cslvin Coolidme, p. 180.
17_‘!'_29_ Eesnsss City Star, December 7, 192}, Clipping

file.
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name when campaigning there.18 1n 1896 White had the
opportunity to witness Curtis using this technique as he
accompanied the politiclian to a little town outside Emporia.

Another thing I remember sbout Curtis on that trip:
a mile or two before we got to Plymouth, he pulled out
a2 little book on which were the names of the Republie
cang of Plke Township, surrounding Plymouth, and 1like
8 piour worsghiper out of # prayer book he began mume

bling thelr names to impress them on his memory. It

waa 8 curious rite, I thought, and I giggled. But it

wes dead zerious to Curtlis, He hsd 2 little boek
like that for every township in Kansas, snd carried
the county's Republican poll list when he went into
2 county. In that way he survived politically for
forty years. No matter what the lssue was, 1t did
not conecern him. He knew that if he could call a
man's neme in & crowd, shake hands with him snd ssk
him about his wife and children, whoze names were
alsc in the little book, he had thet man'a vote.

Whether Curtis was for free silver or the protective

tariff, the reallroad regulations or what not, the

voter wag hypnotized by t 9fact that the Congreseman
.

knew him sag an old friend
In the election of 1892 Curtis turned sn adverse

ma jority of four thousand in 1890 into a fevorable mas jority

of twentyefive hundred votes snd became the Representative

of the Fourth Congressional District of Kanses in the 53rd

Congress .20

J‘BWhito, Celvin Coolidge, p. 180.

1%Mmite, The Autoblography of Willlsm Allen White,

pe 304.

zozh;o_ Kenses City Star, December 7, 192}, Clipping

file.
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The labor Curtis invested in the 1892 election paild
large dividenda. His gresp on the District became seemingly
complete. In 1894 his constituents sent him back to Washe
ington teo serve in the 5h4th Congress. They psid him a
gimilar tribute in 1896.°1 Curtis wae the object of zome
admiretion in Weshington during his esrly years in Congress
because it was the era of Populist revolt snd Western Repube
licans were rare in Uuhingten.zz White contended that
Curtis was able to win re-election time after time because
of the exercise of mental power:

For it takes brains, snd brains of juet as high

an order, to remember ten thousand nemes and faces
in o district, with something sbout each name and
face to distinguish it from sll the others, ss it
does to remember tariff schedules or the relation
between the price of wheat and pig iron 25 ber sil-
ver in 8 given month for a half century.

The Popullsts were anxlous to end the tenure of Curtis
in Congress. For several years they had harbored the bellef
thet reapportionment would help accomplish that end, but
they had lscked the opportunity. However, in 1897, due in
part to a Republiecan split over free silver in the previous
campalgn, the Populliste controlled both houses of the legis~

lature. They believed that they could econtrol every

2lseitz, Teepee to Capitsl, p. 163.
22Ibld0’ PPe 159-1600
23wnite, Calvin Coolidge, pp. 180-181.
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congressional distriet execept the strongly Republican First,
if Shawnee, poseibly the strongest Republicen county in the
state, could be moved intec the First Distriect. Inasmuch as
the Firegt District had gone to s Republican, Case Eroderick,
in the lest election, and gince he would be entitled by
tradition to party support for reelection, the gerrymander
would have the sdded benefit to Populism of spelling the
politicel doom of Congressman curtil.zh The legilszlature
voted to move Shawnee County--Curtis's home county-~into the
First District in 1897.25 During all the years thet Populism
wag rampant throughout the sgricultursl West, with Kansas
one of the gtates st the very heart of the agrarian discon=-
tent, Curtis remained a regulesr Ropublio.n.26 His reward
wag the gerrymander, but he did not bow to Populism, end
he did not retire from the politicsl arena.

Ag the congreszional election of 1898 aspproached, it
geemed highly unlikely that Curtie could secure the Republican

zh%a _l_fgggu City S December 7, 192, Clipping
file; W, P, Harrington, '1%0 Populist Pnr%ivin kansas ol
Kenses Historlesl Cecllectlons, - I, hh6.

ZSStQto of EKEanses, Sesslon Lews of g%g;. ,Chl t

; : of pter XC,
pp. 181-182, Under this le% the Counties of Pottewstomle,
Waubaunsee, Osage, Lyon, Coffey, Woodson, Greenwood, Butler,
Chase, Marion, snd Morris constituted the Fourth District.
The Firet District included, in addition to its new member

Shewnee County, Nemsha, Brown, Doniphasn, Jackson, Atchison,
Jefferson, and Leavenworth Counties.

26NGAB, Current vol. C, 7.
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nomination in his new district. He knew Shawnee County
intimately, but he was unfemiliar with the remainder of the
Pirst Distriet., PFurthermore, the incumbent, Case Brederick,
had no intentien of retiring, And Cy Leland, a real power in
the First District, wes grooming Willie J, Bailey, Nemsha
County banker and farmer, for the nominstion. ;

Curtis prepared for the convention in his characteris-
tic way., Before the Republicens met et Horton, he went out
through the district, shaking hends, meking friends, devoting
perticular attention to the farmers. Curtis could not cone-
trol a ma jority st the convention, but he had scquired a
block of supporters and hed esteblished s legitimate claim
to the nomination.27

The conventicn at Horton wes thrown into a three-way
deadlock between Curtls, Brederick, and Bailey. The con-
test continued through 701 ballote before the impasse was
ended 2% Pinelly Lelend turned the delegates committed to
Besiley over to Curtis who was then nominated.2? However,
Lelend had not cepitulasted completely, a highly unreslistiec
course to expeet of the political bose of the First District.

. 2TThe Ksnsas City Star, Februery 8, 1936, Clipping
€

2830nn D, Bright (ed.), Ka
(5 vols.; New York: Lewis Historical Pu%f c
Inc., 19§6). 1I, 10. - mi ompany,

£11 Z”h Kenses City Star, Fobmury 8, 1936, Clipping
Se
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An egreement had been resched thet was to be the source of
later contention. The Lelsnd group laster claimed that the
agreement was written, sand that it wes signed by D. A. Malvene
snd Judge Albert H, Horton for Curties and by Leland end an
sggociate for the Curtis oppozition. The terms of the agree-
ment were that Curtis would be piven the nominstion in 1898;
in return, he would retire to support the Leland candidate,
W. J. Balley, in 1900. It waes never sgscertained whether
Curtis gave his consent to the so-called Horton agronant.”
However, he wes not given to being a political pawn. In
view of the years he had been in politics by 1898, it 1is
d1fficult to visuslize Curtis es neive snd simple to the
extent of not understanding Leland's sudden support. Curtis
carried the election snd jolned the Kensas delegation tc the
S6th Congrese ss Representstive from the First District.3}

In 1900 Bailey was prepared to claim the Firet

District nominstion eg provided in the Horton :grnmont.”
Curtie refused to honor the pledge and snnounced his can-
didaecy for reelection, Bsiley snnounced his cendidacy slso.
The cempaign thet followed engrossed much of Kenses., It was

otn 30‘_1:9_2 Kanszas City Star, December 7, 192, Clipping
Se

3iNcAB, Current vel. G, 7. See slso Seitz, Tee
16-165; Young and Widdleton, Helrs Appsrent, Ig.ﬁ!

32pright, Kamses: The First Century, IT, 10.
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to leave an imprint on Kansss politicsz for yesrs to come.
Bailey made the Horton sgreement & campelgn lesue. Curtis
made his usual hande~ghaking tour of the mltriet.” He won
the nomination snd made some long-lasting enemies. In the
years to follow there were two factions, the Lelend fesction
and the Curtis fection, in the Firet District, & schism that
remained in evidence ten years leter, even though emu'
end Leland had reconciled thelr differences before that much
time had elapsed.3! Curtis wes sble to secure the nominae
tion, sccording to one aceount, becezuse of his hold on
patronage.35
' After the bitter nomination fight in 1900 Curtia was
easily elected, end each year thereafter until his asppoint-
ment to the Senate in 1907 he easily cbtalned the nomination
and electlon as Representstive of the Firet District.3® He
was elected %o gerve in the 58th (1902), 59th (1904), snd
60th (1906) Congresses. He never served es @& Representative
in the 60th Congress for he had been clected to the United

T 33the Kensss City Ster, December 7, 192}, Clipping
Ce 3

Lz 34mhe Kensas City Ster, Februsry 8, 1936, Clipping

Spright, Kenges: The Pirst Century, II, 10.
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States Senate, January 23, 1907, end he was sworn in on
Januery 29, the same day he had resigned his seat in the
House of Roproaentativel.37

Ag Reprerentatlive of the First District Curtis seoms
to have msrshalled wide support just se he had in the Fourth
Diltrict.38 He did not maintein such populsrity by demon-
strating a talent for profound thinking. William Allen
White's views have been geens Even the campaign biloegraphy
of Curtis holdes thet hie prinecipal strengthe were in the
natuwre of preactical politice; Curtlie won the support of
congtituente by getting things done, by meintaining close
‘personsl tles with constituents, and by promoting the per-
gonal interests of individuals in Kensss regardless of thelr
party affiliation in previcus elections.>? Curtis put his
helf=-gister Dolly Curtis in charge of his correspondence
which recelved immediete attention. Perticulsr care wae
given tec pension requeste, And hie file on constituents
wae congldered by meny to be the moet complete ever com-

piled. His mastery of human reletions wee the bssie for his

3Trne Nationsl Cyelopsedis of Americsn Bloprs (Hew
York: James T, White & Company, 13i7,, EIV; 416, heresfter
clted ae NCAB.

38!oung end Middleton, Heirs Appsrent, p. 281.
39Soitz, Teepee to Capitel, p. 163.



5L

conbtinued succesges 8t the polls. Hle success cannot be
attributed to gponscrship of sstute legisletive meaaural.ho
Curtis seldom wrote bills or made speeches in
Congress, but through perscnal conference he con-
tributed in o ma jor feshion to the molding of the
legislstion of his era; his brand 1is Hgon much eof
the law that beare other men's names.
Yet to Kensene Curtis was a great man for he knew
them by their first nemes and answered their letters. He
once recoived 1400 1ettaru|1n one day snd answered most of
them within the day with the eid of Dolly Curtis, two or
three gccretaries, and geveral fora 1etterl.h2
Curtis geined more then the usual amount of sttention
sccorded 8 freshman Representative because of his Indlan
bleod. He caught the fancy of Thomas B, Reed, Spesker of
the Houue.h3 Spesker Reed addressed Curtls as "Indian."
A pergistent Curtie legend hinges upon the relation of Curtis
and Reeds It was reported that Curtie entered Reed's office
unannounced one day only to discover a group of Representatives

gathered there to frame a gold standerd sct. Reed insisted

40ug31n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.
bl1yiq,

420swa1d Garrison Villard, Prophets True and False
(New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1928); p. 18. —  —  — —

43se1tz, Teence to Cspitel, pp. 160-161.
thoung end Middleton, Heirs Appsrent, p. 279.
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that Curtis remain snd sit in on the discussion. It was

goon spparent that the group could not sgree. Finally, Reed
turned to Curtie and ssked the "Indian" what he would do.
Curtis wae not a currency expert, but he knew how to get
thinge done. He suggested thet the metter be taken from the
hends of the caucus of leadere and be glven instead toc a
gelect committee. Some time later Reed appointed just such
s committee and included Curtis among its eleven members.
This committee fremed the Gold Standard Act of 190045
Generally, every source, including Curtis's critiles,
eredit him with heving hed & gignificant part in shaping
legislation during his tenure in Congress. However, he was
noted as a fixer and & whisperer; he was not noted for
suthering bills. Hence, it 18 difficult to determine
exactly which bille he influenced or to ssses® the welght of
his influence in each caze.4® One of the more complete
liste was compiled by Arthur Capper, Curtis's senatoriesl
colleague from Kenges after 1913.47 Obviously Cepper was

 USnerdes 0. Ross, "Charies Curtis of Kenses," Th
Outl CIL (May 16, 1928), 12; Seitz, Teepee to Glgiﬁli.

Eog' "Heap Big Chief, g ican Merc iVII (August,
1929). L4113 NCAB, XIV, L;16.

%6ua11n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2
pe 1363 American
Mercury, XVII (August, 192°)upﬁ10-h11. ’

475112300 Prenk Zornow, K ¥ of

gnsas: A History of the
Jay%v? Stete (Normen: Unive;l'ity of Oklshoma Press, 1957),
DD 1
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interestod in empheeizing for Hansane what hies fellow
Republican, Curtis, had meant in terms of gain for the
Stete. lle credited the following to Representetive Curtis:

During his first years in Cengress he introduced
bille to further restrict lmmigzrstion; to settle
labor disputes by srbitraticni eand to amend the
Intorstate Commerce sct so sg to prohibit railroads
from granting rebates tc and dlserimimating ageinst
shippers and places. Thesge policies have long since
been enacted into lsw. He suggested the plan that
resulted in the drawing snd ensctment of the gold
gtandard lawe of 1900 snd waes e member of the come-
mittee which prepared the bill.

At the request of Speaker Reed, he made the fight
8lone on the bill to continue jurisdietion in the
United States court st Parls, Texas end Fort Smith,
Arkenses, over crimes commltted in the c¢ld Indian
Territory, thereby enebling the government to prose-
cute the casez in the Indisn Territory which saved
the gngrnment £600,000 & year for a period of ten
years.

His two amendments mede i1t possible for the Free Home bill
to be enncted.h9

He was euthor of the Curtis Act (1808) which was
gimed at protecting the Indisns. By the provisgsions of the
sct the Indisns of Indien Territory were piven the right to

l(:egrthm' Capper, "Some Denefits Senstor Curtls Has
Procure or Fanses end Keneane, The Topeka Dai Capltal
August 8, 1926, p. 5B. One lccounF_Efe§§§s Capper 'IEE
having been Curtis's first campailgn menager, clsiming that

it was Capper who first induced Cwrtis teo run for office.
The New York Times, February 9, 1936, p. 32.

thapper, The Tepeks Daily Capitel, August 8, 1926,

e SBo
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incorporate towns snd elect thelr own town orfioialu.5°

This act provided that the land and money of the Five Civi-
lized Nations be allotted in severalty. TFor 97,000 Indians
this wes the sct which wound up communel affuirc.gl It wes
proposed by the Appropristions committee in 1898 that the
aumber of Unlted Stestes Forts be reduced; furthermore they
decided thet one of the forts to be eliminsted should be
elther Fort Riley or Fort Leavenworth of Kensee. The testi-
mony of Curtis before the committee wes followed by a
committoe declslon to msintaln both of the Kenses forts.5e
Curtis fostered en samendment to the Chippewa Indlan
‘Timber Act (1899) which ssved the government 515,000,000,
"He opposed the cleims of the Chickessw snd Choetaw Indiens
for the so~called leagsed district, involving more than
7,000,000 serss of land velued et $1.25 en scre,"53 Through
the efforts of Curtis the more then 8,000 scres of the Fort
Haye Military reservatlon wss turned to the State of Kansas

for use as @ western branch by Kensaee State Agriemmltural

5050A8, Current vols C, 7.
51ge1tz, Teepee to Cepitel, p. 16k,

520: 3
pper e Topeka De Cepital, August 8, 1926
pe 5By NCAB, cm’-r%t' 7 v ."Tul. d . g

53ucAB, Current vols G 7 feepee
, B ; Seltn, Teepee Lo Capital,
p. 16}, sets the figure at 31&,000,000.'
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Collego.sh Curtie made & special trip to Washington when
word wae recelved that the 23rd Kansss was to be mustered
out. He influenced McKinley to send the regiment to Cuba
instead. Curtis also had a voice in getting the 20th Kansas
gent to the Phiuppinea.ss As would be expected of a
Congressman from Kanses, Curtls backed legislation for rural
delivery of the m|11.56 One source listes several other
minor Curties triumphs. He presided over the House during
a viglt to the Unlted States by Frince Henry of Prussia.
Curtis wae a member of s party headed by Teft that went to
the Philippines in 1905; he wae also a member of a party
visiting Panams snd South Americs in 1907.°7 Curtis played
an important role in defesting the ettempt to pess legisla-
tion that would have funded the debt of the Union Psecifile
Rellrosd for fifty years. Consequently, the raillrocad
instead paid the United States treasury the sum of
$126,000,000.

While in the House of Representatives Curtis was a
member of three standing committees, Weys and Means, Indian

shcopper. The Topeks _;m_c_g_m;_, August €, 1926,

p. 5B NCAB, currmi vol.

s Sscapper, The Topeka Dally Cspital, August 8, 1926,
DPe .

56§CAB, Current volse C, 7.
5TwcaB, X1V, 416.
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Affeirs, and Public Lands. His most prominent committee

role wae played in reference to Indisn Affairs, vhere he
worked indefatigably, not only for the Kew tribe, but for
the rights of Indisns in genersl. For example, it was his
interest in Indisn affairs that made 1t possible to prevent
a lend greft by @ reilroad in Oklshome. "He remsined unal-
terably oppoged to removing further restrictions from
governmental care snd supervision of Indien affairs and has
always been s warm chemplion of the Indlsns' welfare."58
While Curtis was a member of the powerful Ways and Means
Commlttee, he was far from the chairmanship when he left the
House of Representatives. In 1907 he stood eleventh from
the top of that committee. However, by that time he had
become a party whip-.s9

It 1s somewhat essier to essezs in an abstract way
the values held by Curtis ss Representstive from Kansas,
Probably the most astute observer of Kanses politiece et the
time was Williem Allen White, He clasimed thet only once
did Curtis teke a stend on an issue in such a way that he
could be identified with 18.°9 According to White's sccount

58ycAB, Current vol. G, 73 S
5 . ; Selts, Teepece to Capitsl,
pp. 163-181, ’ .

59Chariee Merz, "Pregonvention Portraits,” The Inde-
endent, CXX (January 7, 1928), 7.

S 60wnite, The Autoblography of Williem Allen White,
Pe B
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Curtis took @ stand for the free coinage of gilver in the
year 1896:

In the meantime the csmpaign of 1896 wes opening.
Mr. Lelsnd wes gelecting the delegates to the
nationel convention from Kansss, instruected for
William MeKinley for President. I did not care for
McKinley. I supported Thomss Reed, who was Speaker
of the House and had declared emphatically and unmis-
takably for the gold stendard. MecKinley, even during
the cempaign, was egllent on the currency question.
Mark Hanna, who hed taken charge of the national came
paign for him, was more interested in his candidate
then he was in his pletform; but, being en industri-
alist rather than & banker, he would haeve made the
campaign on the tariff. Our Kanses statesmen were
all for the tariff because 1t gave them & chance to
take the wind out of the salls of the flat money
Democrats and Popullsts by sdvocating the free coinage
of sllver, an inflationary proposal. The y
Keansee congreseman from our district, my friend of
Butler County days, Charley Curtis, was an sdvocate
of free gsilver. I remember his breezing into Emporia
that soring--straight, #lim, with a certain virile
grace that came from a lithe and supple figure. He
wore a blue sult and a straw haet and a loosely tiled
bow tle, and was too handsome for words. He shook
hands up and down Commercisl Street and had everyone
for free ’!nver before the national Republican con-
vention,® )

White also commented upon the stend taken by Curtis

during the Spanigh-American Wer., He ceid that Curtis, like
moet Congressmen, waved the flag end talked about the
oppresgsion of the Cubens without being in the lesst aware
of the deeper currents of imperialism that were Iinvolved.
White =aid that the cesual treatment given the lssues of

the SpanisheAmerican War resulted from the fact thet the ery

611b&s-, Pe 273.
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for & "free Cuba™ wee 8 vote-getter--Curtis wes Interested
first and foremost in vcﬂ;u.62 Curtls was the darling of
the Grand Army of the Republic who could champion him and
call him "Our Charley"” becsuse his father had been & Civil
Wer vetersn and because Curtls was prompt in getting at
pension requests. His assessment of the role played by
Curtis in the big ilssues of the day led White tc comment:
"Thus etatesmen are made snd wex strong through the years in
our democracy. And, strange ss 1t may seem, the Republie

steands. God moves in a mysterious way, his wondere to per-
fﬂﬂons)

umﬁl ps 305.
6’.&_1409 p. 304.



CHAPTIR V
SENATOR CURTIS

Jugt se Curtis was not successful in his first campeign
for election to the House of Hepresentatives, his first bid
for a Senate zeat wae also unsuccegsful, In 1903 Curtis was
a condidate for the Republican senatorisl election. The
election of Senators at this time was s constitubional pre-
rogetive of state legislastures. The Fansas Legislature was,
a2 it had been almost continuously since the end of the
Civil Wer, controlled by the Republican party. The ecruclal
’point, therefore, was the Republicen nomination. It had
become & custom of the Republicans to choose thelr nominee
in the party ceucus. The csucus was complicated by the fact
that the nominees to be presented for the officea of speaker
of the house and stste printer rarely sought the nomination
on their own; they would combine with one of the senatorial
gepirants to form @ raction.l

In 1903 there was & Curtis faction end an enti-Curtis
factlion, the latter being Iin the majority end consisting of
a coellition of friends of Chester I. Long and of Governor
Williem E, Stanley. To be successful Curtis would have had

ly1111em Allen White, The Autobio £ W
%%ﬂ White (New York: The Mscmillan Compeny, %}h s PDs 350-
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to split that conlition.2 The following is 8 reccrd of the
balloting through twoe caueus sessionst

Stanley 37 = 36 « 36 = 32 « 29 = 2
Curtis 35-35-5--5-2-2
L‘ns 35 - 3 = 36 = o = -
Calderhead 13 = - 13 = - 12 -
Bowersock Qe 9a 9« B 6 6

(Necessary: 65)
The deasdlock wee obviousj it was juet ss obvious that one of
the top three contenders would have to capitulate. On the
next ballot Stanley threw his votes to "his fellow Wichitan"
and, consequently, both the nomination snd the subsequent
election of Long was sssured. Furthermore, the next sena-
torial election was generally conceded to have been settled
at the ssme time.3 To understand the politicsl situstion
out of which guch a predetermined electicn could srise one
must understand the nature of reilrosd influence upon state
politles early in the twentlieth century. The reilroads
exerted this influence in the State through thelr ettorneys
who were sble to implement this power through the generous
distribution of railrosd passes to legislators snd members
of thelir famllies end even to their friends In the csse of
powerful legislestors. These sttorneys hed considerasble

authority te negotiste on their own in a given political

ZMO, Pe 351.

3Jchn D. Bright (ed.) ?ai”’ The %Fg Cent
(S vole.; New Ybrk%ghLowiu Historical Publis ng Company,
Inc., 1956)' II, 12.
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gitustion, but ultimately they answered to owners and

managers in St. Louis, Chicago, and New York. In 1903 the
rallrosdes were generally luke-warm in becking & particular
candidate all the way, but it wee known that the Rock
Islsnd leaned toward Curtie, the Senta Fe toward Long, and
the Missourl Pscific wes initlally divided. This division
in the Missouri Pscific stand was in terms of part of that
rallroad's reprecentstives being pro-Curtis end psrt being
anti-Curtis. The snti-Curtis element wes nominally com=-
mitted to Stanley, but when the pro-Curtis element moved to
the other faction, it went to the support of Longz. Williem
‘Allen White clsimed that this decision was made in St. Louis,
Furthermore, he charged that a bargain had been gtruck
whereby Long wes to receive the nomination in 1903 and, in
return, Curtis was to receive the nominstion in the follow=
ing Kenssg senatorial oanpcign.k Of cowrse, such manipula-
tlons on the paert of =tate legislatures geve impetus to the
demands for the direct election of Senators.®

hWhitc. The Autoblography of Willism Allen White,
pp. 351=-352.

SConsequently, 1t might elso be said that Curtis's
biographer oversimplified the election of Curtis to the
Senste: "So well had Curtis served his district in Co ess
that when Senator J. R. Burton resigned hies seat in 1907 he
became the cholce of the Kenses Legislature both to fill out
the latter's unexpirod term and for tho eix years to follo' »

Don C. Seitz, From to
Gariie %‘5”‘(’ _z%%ﬁﬁ
orik: oku Company, )s P ernrtor

clted as Teepee to to spital.
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The year 1906 was marked by much contention among
potggible candidates for the senstorial election scheduled to
be held when the legislature convened in 1907. William
Allen White greeted the candidacy of Curtis by calling for
a8 candidste who wes not connected with maechine pelitics to
come forward. 'Everyone lmows,! White declared, 'that Curtls
iz a professgional politician without an 1deal and without
any breadth of view, and that he 1g ignorent of the great
world outeide of politice.'® Additional interest in the
campaign resulted from the resignation of the incumbent
before the expiration of his term. Joseph R. Burton, who
.hnd been elected in 1901, resigned June 7, 1906, when he
lost his lset appeal on a convietion for violation of a
federal statute., Ksnsas hed really hsd only one Senator
" since April 7, 1904, for Burton had not participated in the
Senate #ince the date when the originel indictment was
broucht against him.7 The Legislature was not in session;
therefore, 1t was the responsibility of Governor Edward W,
Hoch to make the ad interim appointment. He passed over the
candidates who were slready seeking election by the Legisla-
ture, choosing Instead Alfred W. Benson, after Foster Dwight

6Quoted in Walter Johnson Wé;;;gm Allen White'!
Americs (New York: Henry Holt end ompany, 1947), P 556.

TBright, Ksnses: The Firet Century, II, 13.



Coburn, the Kanszas State Secretary of Agriculture, had
declined the appnintmunt.8
When the Leglslsture met in January of 1907 there

were 8 number of candidates. In eddition to Curtis, W. R.
Stubbs, Joseph L. Bristow, P, P. Campbell, Victor Murdock,
and Dsn Anthony were seeking the Republicen nomination.
Furthermore, Benson was quite eager to return to Wnahington.9
The political air was further clouded by a popuiar clamour
sgainst "rallrosd Senstors" becsuse the visit of Robert
LaFollette during the preceding campsign had aroused a lot
of hitherto apathetlc persons to an swereness of railrosd
dominstion in politics. Williem Allen White, Henry J.
Allen, Stubbs, end Dristow, all went to Topeks specifically
to defeat Curtis. They tied the label of rallroad Senator
te him, end advanced Bristow as the cendidate of the pro=-
gressive Republican feetion. White gave the following
advice to Theodore Roosevelt while the fight wes in progress:

Here in Kengag I find every gingle general attormey of

every railroad in the State, and every gingle news-

peper thet hes ever been suspected of railroad slign-

ment, solidly tled up with the Senstorial candidacy of
Charles Curtis . . . snything you cen do to keep

-

8Thomee Amory Lee, "Alfred Wsshburn Benson, LL.D,,"
Kansss Historieal Collections, 1915-1918, XIV, 17-18.

9Ibid.; White, The Autoblogrsphy of Willlem Allen
White, ps 306. .. . -
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hands off the Kansas fight, merely occupying a ""10
at the ringside, will be most heartily apprecilated.

Despite the bergain of four years previously, it took five
ballots for Curtis to overcome the formideble list of
opponantn.l1 The progregsive fection had no difficulty
explaining his success, White sald the rallroads hsd
"eleaned us up in short order.”12 (Curtls was elected for
the remainder of Burton's term, end for the reguler term
following,13 It has been said that Curtis wae the first
native of Kenesas to serve in the Senuto.lh He tock his seat
in the Senate Jenuary 29, 1907, having secured election on
. Janusry 23. Hie firet committee assigmment was to the Com-
mittee on the University of the United States, s group that

hed no work to do and never mot.ls

10quoted in Johnson li;ﬁ.g Allen %ﬁc's eri
pe. 161. Ironically, it woe Ourtie who Introiue 3%1?:’%%
Roosevelt, "the man, who more than any other in my twenties,
thirties, end fortiecs, dominated my 1life."™ White, The Auto-

blography of Williem Allen White, p. 297.
1lprignt, Kenses: The First Century, II, 12-13.
124nite, The Autobiogrsphy of Willism Allen White,

Poe 366.

135ames €. Malin D%gtiogrg a ﬁ?%
. » of American Bi
(22 vols.; New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 16508), I,
supplement 2, 136, hereafter cited as DAB; Thed!!£i2¥£lih
ames 1, ite

gzglgggedgt of American Bieg§|2%; (New York:
ompany, 1930), Eﬁggen vol, C, 7, hereafter cited as HCAB,

ig In error, stating that Curtlis went to the Senste in 1 .

Urne New York Times, February 9, 1936, p. 32.

1Scoharies Merz, "Preconvention Portraite,” The Inde-
endent, CXX (Januery 7, 1928), 7.
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In 1912 Cuwrties wee a candideste to succeed himself.

However, he ran afoul the Bull Moose split in the Republican
party. Of course, he remsined s regular Republican,
untainted by progressgiviem. Curtis encountered enother
unique politicel situation. In 1909 Ksnsag had established
the preferentiel primery whereby the legislators were to be
bound to the party candlidate receiving the highest number of
votes in the majority of state legislative districts.l® The
progressive faction of William Allen White sdvocated W, R.
Stubbs for the Republicen nomination.l? Curtis recelved a
1,200 vote plurality in the primary election, but Stubbs
carried 99 of the 165 legislative districts. Curiously,

the Democretic nominee also won without having secured the
greatest number of populer votes, Due to the split in the
Republlcen party the Democraste controlled the Legislature
and put their cendidate, William H. Thompson, in the Senate.
Bright credite much of this to the voting of Curtis sdher-

ents, enough of whom "knifed snd scratched" to defest
Stubbe .18

- e
16Bright, Kansgs: The First Century, II, 47, footnote.

17White, The Autob Wi l!.ln Alle H%tg,
ps 4}483 The Kansa Q%E; §§i§ B 2 ipping
file, '1mam ilen te rary, Knmu State Teachers
College, Emporia, heresfter cited as Clipping file.

18ppight, Kensss: The First cme 1, 3; Ngam
Current vel. ¢, 7. ©Se t:. é n
error, stating that Progruu vo oS ep. 1stov was

elected to the Senate in 1912. Bristow 'u elected in 1909
at the expiration of Long's term.
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Curtie hed to endure considersble political abuse
because of hie refusal to honer progressivisam with his
gupport. In 1909 Willism Allen White attacked the "The
Triple Alliance," that iz the discredited Burton machine
that had fallen under the control of Curtis, Long, snd
Lelend, White characterized thie as "The Alliance of Greed
and Greb."19 In 1910 The Topeks Dsily Capital, Curtis's
hometown newspaper, criticized the Senator in s mild wey and
chided him for his support of Dan Wagetaff who was running
egsinst the progressive Stubbs for the gubermstorisl nomina-
tion. Curtis immedistely made @ statement that revealed
vhere he gstood on progressivism in general:
1Before leaving Washington I had en interview with
Mr. Taft. He was well satisfled with the work that
had been dene by the lste Congress and expressed hinme-
gself ss being confident that the Republican party
would continue In the next Congress the mame as it
hag this year, I did not see Mr. Roosevelt while
East, but that was probebly because 6 did not esgk for
an invitation as others have done,'?
Several deys later Curtie resd the progressives out of the
perty, saying that in the past Insurgents had 'hed the
stamina or manliness to get out of the party they chose to

fight.' He repledged himself sg a party regular and

198rignt, Kansas: The First Cemtury, II, 13.
200uoted in Ibid., II, 37-38.
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tdecidedly proud of the fact, 121 However, by 191l;, Curtis
was able to make the party split work to his advantege. By
that time the progressive movement was dying in Kensas, and
Curtis made the fight sgainst progressive Bristow who was
geeking reelection.

Bristow chose to run under the Republican banner
instead of that of a8 third party. Willlem Allen White urged
8 third-party candidacy by Brlstow becsuse a victory by the
Republicans would automaticelly mean machine contrcl regerd-
less of the candidste chosen by the pecple st the primasry.
Purthermore, he warned Bristow that he would be defeated by
Gm-til.zz Enough progressives agroed with White and left
the Republican party to defeat Bristow in the primary.23
In 191} the general election of Senators had been taken away
from the legislatures by the Seventeenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United Stetes. Curtis defested the
Democratic cendidate, Georze A. Neeley, by a mergin of
120,823 to 176,929. The progressive candidate, Victor

2lquoted in Ibld., II, 37=-38.

22 yonnson, Williem Allen White's m PPe 220=-

221,
23‘1’ho Kons as December 7, 1
92k, Clippi
file; Bright ‘L‘Ih § Oobury. 3T, 13 T
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Murdock, polled 116,755 votea.2lt After his victory in 1914
Curtis meinteined a secure hold on his Senate seat, winning
reelection rather essily thereafter.

In the electlion of 1920 Ksnsas gave its full support
to the nstionalist reaction snd search for the old "nor-
malcy." The Republican party swept the election on both the
gtate snd the national levels. Curtis handily eliminsted
the Democrstic candidate for the Senate, George H, Hodges,
by a vote of 327,072 to 170,)4143.25 Some observers could
hardly believe thet Curtis wes a candidete for the election
was markedly pesceful. There was no “action out specifi-

' eally "to get Curtis."28 The election of 1926 wee mimilerly
8 lackadslsical contest. Even hies old fectional eneny,
William Allen White, came to the support of Curtis, slthough
not without reservations, White hsd decided that to advance
a progressive ticket sgain was futile. 'My opinion iz not
changed about Curtis,' he told a confidant, 'but the whole
trend of public opinion in Kgnsee, in the country, end in

2hy4111em Frank Zornow ﬁmng: A
_g%g State (Norman: Univoz’-l of Okle %%57) ’
¢ also Malin, » Supplement 2, 13

Bright ag: The F 2 II NCAB Gurron‘lz
w1-°:751tt._929_e %-3&5 -
25Bright, Kenses: The First Sentury, II, 72.
26g, B, Chepmen, "Promising Jockey Ruined to Make a

Senateor,” The Dea NePal ependent, July 29, 1922
pPe 9, Ciipp—ﬁg er. : . g <
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the world has changed. They don't want progressives . . «
The country 1# in s Coolldge mind, and it 18 no time to waste
our breath to get them out of it. I ghall support Curtis
becauge he ig the best of the resctionsry erowd, 2 White
announced the Gazette would support Curtis 'without retract-
ing & single word it ever seid sbout him.' The Leavenworth
Ilmes observed mirthfully that "hite was in effect retract-
ing 'whole sentencea snd peregraphs.! White replied that he
had often taken Curtis to tesk sz the servant of the wealthy
interests, but that he could honestly support Curtis becsuse
of the honesty snd integrity of Curties a2 a person, Curtis
wee easily reelected as the Republicens agein swept most
of the contests in Keness on both the state aend local levele,28

Curtis served continuously in the Senste between
January 29, 1907 and March lj, 1929, except for the two years
between Maerch 3, 1913 and March 4, 1915. It is important
thet some evaluation of hie role as ¢ Senator and hie con-
tributions be ‘mdo becauset (1) by the end of his Senate
career he was perhaps the most powerful man in thet sssembly;
(2) st the end of his senatorial cereer Curtis made a bid
for the Republicen presidentisl nominstion, Ppresumably on

27 Johnsen, ¥illlem Allen White's America, p. 395.

e ZBZornow, Kanses: A History of the Jayhewk State,
Pe .
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the bezils of his record in the Senate, and was rewarded by
his party with the nomination for Vice President. Further-
more, it 1e proper to evaluate the legislative career of
Curtis ot the end of his sctual participation 23 g law=-
maker, becsuse his record sg Vice President wes of quite
another nature.

In the Senste, g2 in the House of Representestives,
the eontribution made by Curtis in many instences is quite
smbiguous. It if fgald that certeln bllls and certain pro=-
grams .ovod @ lsrge part of thelr euccesas to the efforts of
Curtis; however, 1t was egein a matter of Curtis the "fixer"
‘snd not Curtis the orator thst made this true.

He received unusual notice immediately after his
being sworn in as & Senator in 1907. The Indian eppropria-
tion bill wes up before the Senste. Thisg bill had been sent
over from the House of Representatives where Curtis hsd had
an instrumental part in eshaping it, Within three days of
taking the oath he was on the floor of the Senate Tighting
amendments to the bill thet he believed to be inimical to
the best interests of the Indians.29 Also during his first —
term he wars gelected to assist Republicen floor lesder,

29The Nationsl Cyelopacdis of io
{(New York: emeg T. e ompany, P » .



74
W. Murray Crane of Massachusetts, becsuse of the latter's
delicate health,3?

In remaining free of insurgency Curtis supported
Pregident Willliam Howard Taft's policies, which were gener-
ally considered to be conservative by the go-called
progressive insurgents. After 1909 the insurgent element
in Ksnsas was represented by Joseph L. Bristow who was of
the Williem Allen White etemp. >t But Taft saw £it to listen
to Curtis, not Bristow, ce White was led to sdmii dlesgustedly
in the following:

With Roosevelt gone, Taft had no restraining
influence. He made s definite break with the pro=-
gregssive leaders. In matters of patronage, he recog-
nized the conservative aenators, where a Republican
insurgent senator had to be rebuked. Senator Bristow
of Ksnsags was set saslde, and Sgutor Curties was the
President 's Kansea mouthpiece.

Toward the end of his firet term Curtls was even honered by
being made President pro tempore of the Senste for the period

December 4=12, 1911.33

30seitz, Teepee to Cepital, pp. 170-171.

3 Current vol. C, 7. However the lable of
Popullst ch this account glves to Bristow is of doubtful
validity in reference to the year 1909,
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When Curties returned In 1915 from his two-yesr vacation

he was chosen by 8 Hepublicen casucus of Senators to szerve
as party whip under Henry Cesbot Lodge, who had succeeded
Crane as Republican floor lesder upon Crane's death. Curtis
wag noted Tor his indefatigable efforts to rally the party
to @ show of strength on each 1uuo.3u As was to be expected,
Curtis opposed President Woodrow Wilson's domestic poli~
oioa|35 Curtis also opposed Wilson's Mexiecan policy of
"watchful waiting" end opposed the sending of en Americen
punitive expedition te Mexigo to supprese border blnditry.36
On Februery 1, 1916, eudlences listened reapectfully as
'Wilson spoke several times in Topeks in behalf of "pre-
paredness.” On Februsry li, Curtis introduced s petition in
the United Statea Senatej 1t wes signed by 11,000 Kensans
who stood coppoged to the President's plen., At the same time
he told an interviewer that he did not believe that war was
{mminent.3! In the eleetion of that year Curtis was an
sctive campaigner for Charles Evans Hughes which, of course,

3y Current vol. C, 7. See slso Malin, DAB, XXII,
supplement 2, 136; Seitz, Teepee to Capitsl, p. 171.

3PKiyde N. Young and Lemer Middleton, H A :
The VigesPresidents of the United States (Now Fork s Fecattos-
m’ Coy s Do 2 ’ realter clted as mm.

365048, Current vel. ¢, 7.

IMBright, Kenses: The First Century, II, 52,
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wag to no -v11l.38 When wer came, Curtls and Kansans in
general supported the war, pre-war pacificlatiec tendencles
notwithstanding. Of course, as Henry Cabot Lodge's ssslstant
floor leader, Curtls just as steunchly opposed Wilson's
League of Natlons,39

Curtie, a man of few words, was an esrly advocate of
limited debste In the Senate. In 1917 he snd his likeeminded
colleaguer secured the passage of a cloture rule which made
i1t possible to end some fillbusters. It was upon a motion
made by Curtis that Senate rules were altered to prohibit
conferees from legisleting for the entire Senate; hence=-

-forth, Senate members serving on a conference commlittee could
not promise that compromises mede in committee would be
adopted sutomatiecally. Curtie was alwayes proud of this con-
tribution whieh Lodge called the most important change in
Senate rules up to that time.l0 Curtis aleo remained juet

a8 stgunch & supporter of limited debate throughout his
career in the Senate. One of the last times thet he made

news ag Senator was in proposing in open Senate session that

38ycAB, Current vol. C, 7.

39!oung and Middleton, Helrs Apparent
pp. 281l-282,
See also Cherles G, Ross, "Charles CE%%%F-ST’KQDIIS," The

Outlook, CIL (Msy 16, 1928), 8.

hoSeitz Teepce to Capita
, pp. 174=175; Ross, The
Outlook, CIL (Ms3 16— 1‘938')‘%!73‘, - —
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debate on a naval armaments blll be limited; his motlon was
ldoptod.h'l

Curtis was one of the first legislators on the
national level to take up the advoecacy of women's righta.
Of course, it was at firet 2 notoriously unpopular csuse
smong his fellow Scnators. He granted the use of his name
and freank to the nastionsl organization seeking the adoption
of the Nineteenth Amendment. When the Amendment was con=-
gldered in the Senate he made a forthright stand in favor
of 1te sdoption. After the edoption of the Amendment in
1919 Curtis twice introduced en amendment proposed by the
‘Natlonal Women's party which was intended to do away with
legal inequalities to which women were subjeet in many states.
He sponsored e bill to protect Americen women who married
foreigners. He introduced a bill that was to provide better
accommodations for women in Federal priiom.hz

At the 1920 Republican nationsl convention Curtis
played 2 part in one of the more notorious political epi~
godes in American history. After the second day of the
deadlock between Leonsrd Wood snd Frank 0. Lowden, four men
dined together in a sulte of the Blackstone Hotel in Chiecago.

""1'1'_1:\3 New York Times, Janusry 30, 1929, p. 2.

42541t2, Teepee to Cani . 177-178. See als
Ross, The M_;éﬁrﬂ'&-y %5, i92§g, BZ'., ’ oy
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The four were Curtis, Senator Frank Erandegee of Connecticut,
Senator Henry Cabet Lodge of Massachusetts, and George
Hnrvey.la After dinner this group egreed that the deadlock
wae hopelees, snd discussed compromise candldates.
Of the four, Curties wee the most confident they
hed best teke NMarding. Energetic and competent,
Curtis started out to call on state leaders and
arrange to have de ;gntea vote for Harding in the
morning, go thet Herding should be the one te have
the firet 'pleck-up.! The others remained in Harvey's
suite. From time to time during the night, Curtis
came baclk to the room; he brought other leaders with
him; yet other leaders dropping in.
While 1t is probably imposeible to say that the infamous
meeting in the "smoke~f1lled room" that followed was sble
independently of the will of the convention to pick 8 presi-
dentlal cendidate, 1t can be gafely sald thet to the degree
to which thie group wses able te influence the nomination of
Harding, Curtis shered in the very declsion end gserved faith-
fully on party errsnde in an effort to effeet the will of

the group.hs On Saturdey morning Kanses led the stampede

43Mark Sulliven Times: The United States
i,goo-;g%g (6 vole.; Ne‘ T%k Cherles Scribner's Lons
il 5o, heieagt:r cited as Our mes ; w11110m Allen

<] Purit n in Be 0 Calvin C

(New idFk: e Yacmilien Company,"Iﬁ?ﬁ s Ps 206, Eerel%ger
cited ez A Puriton in Babylon.

hhSullivan, Our Times, VI, 61.

hs'l'here are various intezgretationa ag to the welght

the deciszion in the "Smoke-filled room" had upen the con-
vention. The extreme corrupt bargein approach ig taken by
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to Harding on the ninth ballot. White recorded his resction

to the instructions from Curtle thuely:

e « » « Ksnses was more or lese pledged to Wood,
and we voted generally sf a unit for Wood. Saturday
morning, the morning of whet was to be the last day of
the convention, Senator Curtis came to the Kanecas
delegation and told us frenkly thst it hed been declded
(the phrase was hig) to give Hardlng o pln¥h after
trying for a ballet or twe to name Wood. e delega~-
tion was for the most part glad enough to take orders.
I sat in.-the meeting of the delegetion in our hotel
that morning, end when the Curtis orders came, I blew
offe I cried: :

1If you nominate Herding, you will disgrace the
Repub&gcan party. You will bring shame to your coun-
trye!
Schriftglesser characterized Curtis sg far less able than the

" othere in the group of four that sterted the meeting the

Karl Sghriftgiesaer, Thia Was Nor (Boston: Little,
Brown and Compeny, 19L0), PDs 7 ?5 & 1), of which mention
the role of Curtis. A more plculible account ies presented
by Weeley M. Bagley, "The 'Smoke Filled Room' and the
Nomination of Warren G. Harding," The Mississi Velley
Historicel Review, XLI (Merch, 1955), 555:375 %bg ey
lffrgsuﬁoa The cholce of Harding to ¢ number of inter=
related eauaee, one of which was the notorious meeting. See

slec White, A ‘%% Bugx;o§, ppr. 197-2123 Samuel
Hopkine Adams nur 1 oston: Houghton Mifflin
company. 1939), ppe. 135 & 152; White, F&Th W of
um Alle te, Do 586; Dolly [C snn, Do %
lnn g B 0 en City, lew York: Doubleday, Doran
Company, 1Ince, 1933), PP 56-58. Gann states that her

sccount came gtralght rom "brother." Her sccount generally
agrees with that of Sullivan. .

Lbwntte, The Autcbio raph ' 1 —
’ £ %E Y of ﬂ;l;iim Allen White
p. 586, White, A Pur Ds , states Curtis
controlled the fanses delegntion and the conservative
Republican leaderghip of the Senste contrelled Curtis.
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evening before the feteful Seturday. In itself that 1g not
startling, but his esccusetion that Curtis "wae a close
friend of Sinclair and Doheny, the oll promoters, and a
erony of Senator Albert B, Fall" is open to guestion snd not
mentioned in other common sccounts.’? The relationship may
well have existed but the insinustion that Curtis was linked -
in any way with lster oll scendels is misleading. Curtis
was never seriously accused of connection with the scandals
of the Herding sdministration.

Ister Curtis commented upon Haerding'e attitude toward

the nomination:

'l was on the train with Mr. and Mrs. Harding
(together with Spesker and Mrs. Nicholas Longworth,
future Justice of the Supreme Court George H. Suther-
lend, and Senstor Frank Brandegee) when they went
from Washington to the convention at Chicago; Herding
gaid he had no ghow for the nomination, wes extremely
reluctant to be in 1t} said he felt like withdrawing
even 1£8h1’ withdrewal left Daugherty out on a
1imb.'

While Curtis wes not involved in the Harding scandale, he
also kept hls pesce when these began to come to light; he
wag not the type to disturb the tranquility of the party by
presging for Investigation. The nesrest recorded connection

between Curtis end Harding waz that of cloege friends from

'47Schrirtgiouer, This Was Normaley, p. lj.

48Guotea 1n Sulliven, Our Times, VI, 73. Ses slso
Gann, Dolly Genn's Book, pe 5Bs ’
—,
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thelr deys in the Senate. Somehow the fact thst Cwrtls
gerved sg honorary pall-bearer at Harding's funeral seems
only right.49 As Republican party whip, secker of placid
party relations, Curtis may have felt & deep-down touch of
gudden relief as well sz grief upon sttending the burial of
an embarracsed and embarrassing man.

Perhaps Curtis reached the apex of his career at the
game time a® Celvin Coolidge. He had come to know Coolidge
only gince Coolidge had come to Washington to preside over
the Senate as Harding's Vice Preaidont.so Within s week
after the voters of the United States voiced their over=-
‘whelming spproval of Coolidge in the clection of 192, Lodge -
died.51 Curtis was elected ma jority leader in one of the
world'es most sugust asgemblies, the United States 80nlt0-52
Curtis headed the Joint committee which had charge of the
inauguration of Coolidge on March L, 1925, arnd Curtis was
the Senator selected to ride with Coolidge in the parade.

l‘9.‘.'.111].3.17-1'1;, Qur Times, VI, 256.
503enrittgiesser, This Was Normaley, p. 160.
511pid., pe 221,

e 52x.%1:£ DAB, XXIT, supplezent 2, 1363 Blographi

rector e American Co u;&-}gﬁg, Pe §5ﬁ§.

Kecording i;o Arthur Capper, "Some Denefite Senator Curtls
Has Procured for Kensas end Kensans," The ggﬂ% Daig
Clg;ta%, August 8, 1926, p. 5B, "He is the first HRepublican
3 omt B Wo'l't to be selected leader of his party in the
ENnATes «
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These honors were the result of his holding the chairmanship
of the Senste committee on rulu.53

President Coolidge found that Curtie's friendship was
@ valuable asget during that lest presidential term.
Coolidge faced a Congrese thet was determined to sct quite
independently of the wishes of the executive branch.
Actually Coolidge believed thet as President he should stand
aloof from the day-to-dey workings of the legieslative branch
of the government. The Senste took the initiative in a
Congress determined to enset & legislative progrem of their
own liking.ﬂ" But when Coolidge felt that his ideas on a
| particular issue ghould preveil, he could generally count
on Curtie's support. For example, Coclidge wes committed
to & program of economy in govermment. The Congress never-
theless attempted to enset s salary bill for postal emp loyeea
thet wes defeated “only by the drastic efforts of Senator
Curtis, 55

53Capper, The Topeks Daily Copltel, A
uguet 8, 1926
pe 5B; Gann, ki;'f'ﬂann;l Book, D . ’ !

Sw1111em Allen White, Oslvin Coolidge: The Man Who
Is President (New York: The MaemIllen ompany, %.%557, il
P. » hereafter cited a2 Calvin Coolidge.

SSSchriftgiouer, This Was Ecmlgﬁ, Pe 221, Gann,
Dolly Gann! , P« 82, declsres tha e close relation-
ghip baﬁun oollidge and Curtis resulted in nesr unanimity
between President and Congress, & rather fanciful concept.

White, A Puriten W pe 319, characterizes Senate
Repubiieon Ioniw = as an "errand boy."
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The legislative record of Senator Curtis iz in most
instances quite vague. He identified himself with certain
issues moest of them being generally sdvocated by or advan-
tageous to his home state. Again much relisnce must be
pleced upon the account by hls fellow Republican snd Topeka
neighbor,56 Senator Cepper, an account with an obvious bilas.
Curtis was respongible for the first cepital building of
Esngsae being twned over to Kensas., He saved Kansss tax-
payers $80,000 by indueing the national government to repair
@ bridge at Fort Riley which wes normally a responsibility
of the State. The Federal road acts of 1916, 1921, 192l,
end 1926, were so smended upon his insistence that Kensas
was able to secure more federal sid to rosd building. He
introduced end worked for the passage of the Adjusted Come-
pensation sct which provided for goldiers' bonuses for
veterans of World War I. TFor thie he received the plaudits
of the G. A. Rsy, an organization thet owed much to Curtis's
work on behelf of Civil War Veterans. Capper also wrote in

1926 thet "In this lest session of congress, 75 private

56n1n most gtates the Senstors represent sections.
By chance Arthur Capper and Cherles Curtis . . . are both
from Topeks and oddly encugh have their homes on opposite
corners of Topeka Avenue at Eleventh Street." Seitz, Teepce

to Capitsl, p. 180.



bille granting pensions to soldiers and scoldiers' widows,
introduced by him becsme 1aw, 57

Of course, Curtis was an avid supporter of all
legislation he deemed beneficiel to Kensae farmers.

In 1918, he joined with other members of the house
end senate and sctively and vigorously aided in
gsecuring loans by the government to farmers in drouth
gtricken districts in Kensas and elsewhere to buy
seed wheat., The sum of over four million dollsrs was
loaned for thie purpose. Under the provisions of the
law, 8 crop of less than five bushels an scre was to
be considered » fallure and the borrower was to be
relessed from repayment, but those who raiesed more
than gix busheles to the acre were to contribute to @&
fund which was to be ured to settle the losns of
those whose wheat crop for 1918 was 8 fallure. A
nunber of loans were made Iin Kensas snd did not have
to be repaid because of this provision of law regard-
ing erop failures. The zenator proposed and had
adopted an amendment to the agrieg%tural bill which
produced the same rellief in 1919.

In 1921 the Farm Losn Board wea without funds snd unable to
sell ite bondes; hence it could not fulfill ites function of
making loans to fermers. Curtis introduced end "put thru"

8 megsure suthorizing the government te buy $25,000,000 of
the bonds thet enabled the government not only to make
losnsz, but also to offer the form losns at five and one=half

57Glpp.l°, The Topekes Dally Cepital, August 8, 1926,

P 5B,

“ SGCapper, The Topeks Delly Cepital, August 8, 1926,
Pe .
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per cent instead of the previous six per eont.59 He
proposed most of the amendmente to the tarifif aset of 1922
(Fordney-McCumber ) that provided protection for fermersg end
gtockmen at rates higher than ever bororo.6° It would be
interesting to Imow i Curtis Iknew the futility of his pro-
posals for relieving depressed farm prices through the
imposition of protective tariffs on producte of which &n
exportable and unsegregated surplus exlsted. He probably
did not. But had he known, one can be falrly certain that
he would hsve continued to support these, so long as he

could mske an appeal to the farmers of XKanses on the theme

of protection at election time. Curtis wes & faithful edvo=-
cate of protective tariffs in general, parily because this
was good Republicen perty politics end pertly becsuse many
Kensane~-1llogicel ae 1t may seen--were sirong for the
tarirt,

Another issue for whiech Curtis took a stand was
prohibition. This $too was ever popular emeng the ms jority
of Kansene, snd from the time he becsme county attorney

until 1932, he made good politiecal use of prohibition.

59e
ppor, The T %%k Auvgust 8, 1926
'rc_c_gsgo to n # 1 ' ke sdt:?z :

- ®0capper, The Topeks Dsily Capital, August 0, 1926,
Pe .
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According to his biographer, Curtis wee responsible for
preventing the defeat of the bill that raised the prohibl-
tion enforcement unit to the status of & bureasu in 1928.61
He alsc was credited with the passage of an antl-narcotic
uet.sa Curtis wae an ebsteliner from slcoholic drinks, snd
sincere in his opposition to the intemperate use of those
beverages,

Curtis continued his efforts on behalf of the Indians.
For exsmple, his sympathetic blogrespher clalms that it was
largely due to Curtis's efforts thet the Orage Indiens

becsme wealthy becsuse he uindo certain thet thelr mineral

61801“. Teepee to clﬁg;, pe 176. Curtis once
found himself feced with a emma arlising from his stand
for temperance. He granted Albert D. Lasker the use of his
name 82 sn endorsement in san advertisement for Lucky Strike
cigarettes because he owed Lagsker a favor (Lesker to Curtis,
April 14, 1927, Curtis Collection, Kensass Historiecal
Society). The Women's Christiasn ‘i‘empeuneo Union protested
to Curtis, ssying thet the good people of Kensas who had
worked so long against the legslized sale of cigarettes
were surely digappointed. Murthermore, even though th
knew Curtis never used tobacco, this incident would pro.gably
force them to take his name Trom the temperance bletters
distributed to scheol chilldren. It was al®o prodicted that,
if he ever ran for office again, he would lose many votes
because of the advertisement (W. C., T, U, to Curtils,
August 10, 1927, Curtis Collection, Kensas Historical
Society). Curtie explained he msde the endarsement as &
g:rloml favor for 8 friend and expressed his regret for
ving offended the tempersnce element, He advised that
they do what thoz thought best about the blotters (Curtis
to W, C. T, U,, t 17, 1927, Curtis Collection, Kensas
Historical Society).

“ S2gspper, The Topeks Deily Gapitsl, August 8, 1926,
De »

P e S S



a7
righte were protected when Oklahoma was joined to Indian
territorys Seitz set their sverage income from oill wells
et $10,000 per ecspita.®3

Seitz also extolled Curtis as & champion of economy

in government, 2 useful politiecal virtue at eny time, and
particularly popular in the Coolidge sdministration. Seitsz
ssserted: "It has been figured that by reason of bills and
amendmente started by Senator Curtis, the Government has
gaved over $83,000,000.“6h Capper stated that Curtis was
an early advocate of the budget system and of sending all

appropriation bills to one Senate committee to avold dupli-

cate appropristions. The game friendly Senstor listed smong
Curtis's achlevements the introduction of an amendment that
allowed the President to consolidate custome districte and,
ag 8 result $350,000 was saved snnuslly from the time of its
pl-aago.65

During his Senate career then it cen be said that
Curtie generally backed prohibition, women's rights, the

638.1%8, Teepee to Capital, p. 180. See also Indien
Defense Associstion of Centrel snd Northern Cslifornia to
Curtis, Msrch 19, 1927, Curtis Collection, Kansas Historieal
Soclety, thanking him for his efforts in behalf of Indians
in general and specificelly for his sid in defeating the
Flathead Power Amendment,

6hseitl, Teepce to Capital, p. 173.

- 6500pper. The Topeks Daily Cspital, August &, 1926,
De °
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protective teriff, farm benefita, economy in government, the
righte of Indiens, and veterans benefits. In addition, it
can be sald that he was noted for advocating that which the
Republican party happened to suggest, for sttempting to aid
the Coclidge administrstion, and for ssserting the claims
of Kansans collectively snd individuslly. Obviously @ set
of loyalties csn lead to confliets, and this happened at
times to Curtis. Furthermore, the claims made by his admirers
in terms of his being an instrumental force in pessing cer-
tein legislative acts must be tempered by the knowledge that
2ll legislation owes 1te passage into lew to concurrence by
a Congressional ma jority.

In 1927 Curtle voted for the MeNary-Haugen bill, then
voted to uphold the veto of the act by Coolidze.b® Seits
pointed out thet Curtis voted for the b1ll, "though he per=
sonally favored less extreme plnnl.'67 One can surmise that
less extreme plans in terms of Curtis's loyalties would have
involved tariff measures, but not the expenditure of govern-
mental funds. FHowever, as Senstor from Kensas 1t would have
been poor polities to cast an initiasl vote sgainst the bill
for farm relief. And his later adverse vote could be

667he New York Times, June 16, 1928, p. 5.
67se1tz, Teenes to Capitsl, p. 176.
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rationalized by the voters much more easily in terms of
loyalty to the quite-popular Coolidge.

While in the Senate Curtis had the opportunity to act
in the name of Republican regularity snd support of the
adninistration even before Coclidge became President. In
July, 1921, the Norris-Sinclair bill came up for debate. It
propesed to egstablieh whet in many respects resembled the
old Feod Administration. The Harding edministrastion was
oppoged to the bills When the blll came before the Senate
Lodge moved for adjournment, but thet wee voted down. DBub
the sdministration had another plan for defesting the farm
' bloe, and the ferm stete Senator pleyed s vitel role in the
plan. Coollidge had let 1t be known thet as presiding offi=-
cer in the Senate, he would recognize s friend of the bill;
therefore, the farm bloc wae confident of getting asction on
ites mescure. However, ss the billl came to the {loor of the
Senste, Coolldge left the chair, Curtis took o&ar 2g pre-
giding officer and promptly recognized Winnesota Senator
Kellogg who presented the sdminlstration bill for coneldera=
tion.68

In addition to hils original lllignmcyt to the Committee
on the University of the United Stetes, Curtis hed commnittee

68genpirt c
glesgser, This Was Normslev, pp. 104-105
Wnite, A Puriten in Bebylon, ps 237. A
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ageignments concerned with figheries, Censdisn relations,
Indian effaire, finence end appropristions, end wes chairman
of the rules committee.®9

In summary the following evalustion by an anonymous
eritic of Curtis, while somewhat cynical, may help to offset
what hag been cited previously:

For a third of 8 ecentury, in the House and in the
Senate, the llon. Charley Curtis of Kensas drew his
gelary and mllesge, spresd brosdcest in unrestreined
generogity the garden geede snd moral documents paild
for out of the Trea2ury, planted his share of petronage
where it served him best, upheld heroilcally the hand
of the President--if His Excellency happened to bLe @
Republican==-and in all other ways wee » steady, depend-
sble, unquestioning party plug, dull, reguler and con-
forming, no worse then the rest of the pack and in meny
waye a lot better. He was, by political stendards, @
pretty equere shooter. He never went Red hunting, snd
if he waved the flag and oecesionally snored sonor=
cusly sbout home and mother he wss at least not of the
smug, nauseous type of Senstor Dave Reed of Pennsylvania,
and neither wae he of the buffoon type of Tom Heflin.
Coming from Ksnsasg, he wae a8 voting dry of course.

But he was fond of & good game of drsw poker, end
nothing gave him grester plessure than to teke s $1.25
pot from Senstor Jim Couzens of Michigen, who, despite
his $100,000,000 Ford-mede fortune, would elways howl
in angulsh, He dldn't profess to be a regular churche
goer but he wes 8 keen snd regular patron of the
ponies. No one ever sccuged him of being @ Progressive,
but the feministe nevertheless called him friend, and
it ieg one of the proudest of hies claims that he iod
the floor fight for the Nineteenth Amendment and wase
the suthor of a bill protecting the rights of Ameriecan
women gufficiently affluent to hire fameigners to ms
them and of another creating a series of swell Federsl
women 'e prisons fr lsdies tangled up with the law.
Finelly hie vote wes recorded for the Child Labor

59ncAB, Current vels C, 7.
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Amendment -~and whether the fact that Kensas hag no

mills had nnythin?oto do with 1t 1s pomething that we

need not go into.
Generally whet wae geid of Congressman Curtis is velid slso
for Senator Curtis, NHe continued to be known for brevity
in epeech. He geldom took the floor to meke a8 speech. He
gsponsored few pet billle end those few were not importent,
Hie name was not ettached to ms jor legilslation., "The his-
torien studyling those timee must take sccount of Curtis of
Kengee under Coolldge quite 28 much e2 historians must know
sbout Corman in Grover Clevelend's day, or of Don Cameron
in Lincoln's day or of John Hencock in Washington's day."n‘
Vnrioua eveluatione of Curtis's contribution have been made.
These have been of verilous gshades of opinion but all agree
that Curties hed @ mejor part in the shaping of the leglela=-
tion of hiz day.T12 ", , ,several times, standing upon the
floor of the Senate, he hae gpoken briefly in commonplace
gentencen, introducing motlone of procedure, or even motions
to adjourn, but thereby hes vastly controlled nationel
destinies., For he is the voice of the organization,"( —_—

TOny "
eap Big Chief," American Mercury, XVII (August,
1929), 1401, Y — .-

Thmite, Calvin Coolidge, pe 173.
72)a24n, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.

T3¥mite, Celvin Coolidme, p. 173.
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White emphasized thet this wes the voice of the organization:

Curtie had not contributed "to the grest nestionel tendencies,”
not to economic thought while standing on the floors of
Congrul.ﬂ" One account hinted that the sole contribution

of Curtie consisted of such phrases ss: 'Mr, President, I
suggest the absence of e quorum.'! 'Mr, President, I aszk a
rollecall,! 'Mr, President, I rise toc a point of order.!

"Mr., President, I move the Senate do now ad journ. 175 Another
account branded this a virtue, saying that while Curtis

did not participste often in debstes and exercised most

of his lesdership in whispered conferences, he wag still one
of the most eble leaders in Senate history--a leader who did
not believe that talk could scecomplish mueh."’

Curtis was influential. He was a politiclen through
and through. He was regular; he was conservative. And
perhaps the cynic who remarked "that for Curtis the trinity
meant the Republlican party, the high protective tariff, and
the Grand Army of the Republic" was lose than comprehensive
in his judgment, but humorously near to being half right.n

Th1psa, _

750:!.1«1 Garrison Villard hets True and False
(New York: Alfred A, Enopf, 1920)7 pe 15k, I

7

e New York Times, June 16, 1928, p. S.
T4alin, DAB, XXII, supplement 2, 136.
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In any csse, in the yeer 1928 Curtis thought geriously of |
himselfl as a potentiel President of the United States.



CHAPTER VI

VICE-PRESIDENT CURTIS

Ag early ss 192} Curtis end his immediste family had
thought of him se a potentlal cendidate for the Presidency.
His wife, an invalid in the lesst daye of her life, urged
the devoted Curtis to leave her and zeek the nomination.
While Curtls did not attend the Republicen eonvention that
year, his helf-gister, Dolly, and her husband, E, E, Gann,
went to the convention to work for hies nomination for at
least the Vice Presidency. They did not seriocusly advance
'hia neme for the top office after Coolidge had snnounced his
candidacy. While Curtis was considered for the Vice Presi-
dency in that year, the office went to Charles G. Dawes,
efter Frenk Lowden hed refused 1t.l It wes leter sald that
Coolidge had refused to have Curtis share the ticket with
him beecsuse of Curtis's support of the soldiers' bonus.>

1po1ly [Curtie] Gann, Dolly Gann's (Garden city.
New York: Doubleday, Doran & Company, Ino., 933), pp. 65=

773 Williem Allen \!hite itan in Bab n: The Ste

of Calvin %q_g%&g (lle"!"'r%z ’I'E Foﬂﬁili_compnny 8),

D =305, hereafter cited es tln if __y_Pge,
ingﬁudel an account of the Vice-?r nti ion in
9

— ZnHelp Big Chief," Americsn Mercury, XVII (August, -
F ] .
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In October, 1927, after Coclidge had made his famous

statement thet he did not choose to run, Curtis announced
that he would be a candidate for President. Delly Gann mede
a trip home to Kensas and secured the blesaing of prominent
Republicans of the State.3 According to his campaign
biographer, Curtis sought the nomination because: (1) he
felt the nomination would go to a Western politiclanj and
(2) he felt his long experience in the legislative branch
of the government qualified him to hold the office.t Per-
hape Curtis supposed that the party owed him the nomination
as a reward for his years of feithful work in Oongroalog
One eritie suggeeted that Curtls belleved his chences in
that year stemmed from his being a representative from the
farming West with s conservetive voting record in keeping
with the wisheg of Esstern conservatives. Furthermore, it
was possible thet Curtis foresew a desdlock between Hoover
and Lowden simlilar to that whieh resulted in Harding's
nomination in 1920, and perhape he visioned himesell the

3Gnnn, Dolly Gann's Book, p. 92.

YDon C. Seitz, Ka c 1
!5?£§ oré&g&ilgi'935&%§533§E:;%’3 ) digiﬁgggggfég'giéElkég-

PP+ 3-19&. heresfter cited as Teepee to Capitel.

lyde N. Young end Lemsr Middleton, Heirs éggigggé
Tho ;gg ggoiidg%tl of the E;;§g¥%St-t (New York: en 100-
ncs, s erea

ed as Heirs
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compromise candidate. lMoreover, it was asserted that Curtls
could enhance hisz potentisl as a candidate for the Vice
Pregidency by making a strong race for the Presidentlal
nomination. The game critic does not accuse Curtis of over=-
estimating his own abllities in ennouncing his candidacy.
Thet writer contended that it wae spparent to everyone,
ineluding Curtis, that the occupsney of the White House by
Harding and Coolidge proved thst mediocrity was not at that
time & deterrent teo becoming President.

Curtis set about securing the nomination in & methodi-
cal snd treditional manner., He wrote letters to politiecal
iudera all over the country. He opened Curtis hesdquarters
in various states. He joined the informsl coalition of
Republicans thst were oppoging the =trong boom for Hoover.
"To nominate Hoover, he said publicly and privetely, would
be to place a8 hopeless burden" upon the party.6

Curtis became the favorite son condidate of Ksnsas,
Actually 1t had been known by many as esrly as September,
1927, that Curtis would probably seek the nomination’

6 3 :
American Mer XVII (August, 1929), 402-4,03. See
elso Young and %iaaiegon: H A . Pe é 3 O-&wzld
Garrisen Villard, € m (New York: Alfred
A. Kncpf' 1928)’ ppi - .

7For example, Henry F. Lippitt (Providence, R. I.)
to Curtls, September, 1927, Curtis Collection, Kanmas His-
toricael Soclety, discussed possible candidates that could



W. A. White had plsnned to menage Hoover's campaign in
Ksnsas. But when Curtis entered the race, he came to the
support of the native son. Evidently the Curtls faction in
Kanses peid for this by not opposing Clyde Reed, Sr., the
candidate of the White faction, in the gubernatoriasl con-
test. White explained that a liberal such as himself could
support the conservative Curtis. 'Isn't there something in
politice more then the herd realities? Isn't sentiment
worth while? All these things are in the Curtis candidacy
in Kansas, and they sre a credit to human nature. 18 White
told Curtis in Maerch, 1928, thet the Kensas conventlon had
‘taken up hie candidsey with an unbelievable degree of
enthusiasm, White reported that old adversaries of Curtis
had come out for him, ag well as hed his friends.? Outside
of Kansas, however, enthusisem for the candidscy of Curtis
was extremely 11mitod.1°

carry Rhode Island and advised thet Charlea Evans Hughes was
probably the favorite because of connections with Brown
University. Dr., [M.,D.) and Mrs, F, A, Cogswell to Curtis,
September 15, 1927, Curtis Collection, Kansas Historical
Bociat{ offered Curtls any holi: whatsoever ror his presi-
dential boom in return for the "priceless favor™ he had done
for them in June, 1919.

BWalter Johngon t 'n America (Hew
York: Henry Holt and 6oup-ny, 1%” Pe 585

9W111lism Allen White to Curtis, March 10, 1928,
Curtis Collection, Ksncas Historicsl Soclety.

10young ena Middleton, Heirs Apperent, p. 282.
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Curtis and his Kensas supporters suffered thelr ups
and d@ before the convention met. They felt considerably
encouraged when Lowden showed formidable pre-conventlon
gtrength. They were thinking of the possibllity of & con~
vention desdlock. * One day he heard that sll twenty votes
of the Oklahoma delegetion would go to him. The next dsy
he heard that J. N. Tincher of Hutchinson, who was pledged
to present the Curtis nominstion at the convention, had told
certain Congressmen thet with Curtie eliminated the Kensas
delegation would go over to Hoover. It was reported thst
'Nu York would give Curtis forty to rifty of 1te votes.
Soon after thet he heard that Henry J, Allen had been praising
Hoover in his ap»chos.m

Moet writers on the nationsl scene greeted the
snnouncement that Curtls would seek the nomination for Presi-
dent with apathy at best and occasionally with hostility.
Typlcal articles pilctured him eg having had e colorful
begiming, 8 resl reputation fpr political infighting in
Ksnses, and an glmost totally undistinguished voting record
in Congress where he had wielded real power, They clessified
him a» a contender to be taken seriously, but a contender

1lj0e Nickel, "Interest Orows in Presidentisl Nominae-
tion Rece," The Topeks Daily Cspitel, Mey 6, 1928, p, 3B.

12The Topeks Deily Cepitsl, My 6, 1928, p. 2B,



whose chances were slim.1> Villard took a dim view of
Curtis's quelification for the office:

If the Republican Presidentisl contest of 1928
should taper down to Charles Curtis it would simply
mean that cowardice, timidity, end morel be tey
had done their worst. Hig nomination would be the
apotheosis of madimribn Mr. Babblitt would thereby
come into his own.

About the only unigue element geen by anyone in the posei-
bility of Curtis becoming President wes that 1t would have
been the first time sanyone with Indisn blood had ettasined

that position.ls It war summed up years after Curtis had

passed from the scene in these words:

Charles Curtis wes fer from o brilliant statesman
snd, indeed, only & cut above the mediocre, Perhaps
it 18 not en unfair estimete to szay of him that he
had the qualitiss necessary to a wheel-horse Republi-
can a8 well es tli g e usually required to win the
Vice-Presidency.

A Senate iInvestigeting committee discovered that the '___/
Curtie campeign was conducted on e remerkably limited
budget. By Masy, 1928, he had spent only $14,437 for cempeign
expenses. He hed received §11,685, mostly from friends with

13por example, Charles Merz, "Preconvention Por-
traite,” The W CXX (Jamuary 7, 1528), 6, 7, &
2li3 Cherles G, Hoss, rles Curtis of i-nul, The Cutlook,
CIL (May 16, 1928), 83, 84, & 118.

Uvailerd, Prophete True sand False, p. 150.

1§!oun3 end Middleton, Heirs Apparent, p. 278.

lbIb;dQ. De 283.
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no contribution exceeding $500, The money had for the most
part been raised and spent by Curtis for President clubs in
Kensas, New York Stete, New York City, Oklshoma, Washington,
and Migssourl. He revealed thet his campaign hesdquerters
would be hesded by George A, Clark snd that about §2,000
worth of posters would be distributed in Kenses City at con-
vention time. Curtis's ceampaign sppeared in sterk contrast
to the customary million-dollar campaigns by Republican hope~
fuls, 17

In the same month Curtls was much hesrtened by
Hoover's fallure to win the Indiana primary election. To

him this indiested thet Hoover drew well in the city but had

a8 "farm cloud" henging over hie head,1® When Hoover declined
to try for delegstion votes in Kensaeg, this wes interpreted
to be en indication that Hoover feared Curtis more than

other favorite sone, sll of whom he had challenged in thelr
home stetes.l? Curtis hsd etrong friends in Pennsylvenia,
New York, end in the New Englend stetes who would faver him
if neither Coolidge nor Hughes wes I\Ylillbl..zo It wae also

17phe Topeks Dsily Cepital, May 8, 1928, p. 1.

18'ma Deily Capital, Mey 10, 1928, p. 13
uay 11, 1088, St LW

. 19mtor1-1. The Topeks Deily Capital, Mey 10, 1928,
Poe °

30%_5 Topeks Dsily Cepltsl, May 16, 1928
p. 11B3
May 1, 192T, p. 3. ’ ’
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reported that the Nebrasks-Wisconsin coalition controlled
by Senator Norris favored Curtis over Dewes, end 1t was sald
thet the Dakotas would be satisfled with Curtis; Ksnsas end
Oklshoma were pledged to support Curtis. It was Iintimeted
that Curties might yet have a chance because the other candi-
dates had done various things in reference to the farm
preblem thet would slienste them from the convention. It
wag revealed thet The Nationsl Fsrm News, @ nationwide peri-
odicsl printed in Washington, was soon to print an article
entitled "Farm Record of Senstor Curtiz 100 per cent; Kensen
played an 1mportant role in fight for ferm 1-«13,01’."21 But
@ll this was so much wishful thinlking. A hint of impending
defeat came when Secretsry of the Tressury, Andrew Kellon
commented thet Hoover was the nesrest to whet the Rspubli-
ceng wanted in e candidste.’@ Mellon was influential in the
erucial Pennsylvenla delegation.

The Republicen convention opened in Kengas City,
Miegourli, on June 11, 1928. Curtie and members of his
family arrived with high hopes for success, On hand were
E, E, Gann, Dolly, Curtis's daughters, Leons !Lnight' and
Permelia George, snd his son, Harry Curtis. There were

 2lmne Topeks Deily Cepitel, Mey 16, 1928, p. 1.
e 'rgg!? Deily Cepitsl, Mey 13, 1928, p. 11B;
h, m;zi.%ag De o .
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Curtis headquarters at the Hotel Muehlebach in the charge of
John Breyfogle snd at the Hotel Baltimore directed by
George A. Clark. The familly members made themselves availa=-
ble at headquarters to run campelign errands. Dolly Gann
sald that Hoover's prospects were the talk of the country,
but that the Curtis party was hopeful. After all Hoover had
gserved brilliantly in Belgium and had held the post of
Secretary of Commerce, but he had no politicel experience.
Furthermore, among politicians Curtis had many friends who
would be leath to withhold the nomination from one who had
served the party faithfully for years. They were sure that
the contest would be spirited and intended to work for the
nomination s hard as possible without endangering party
unity.

Gann claimed that Hoover's supporters hed come to
town shead of convention time and spread rumors that the
other candidates, especially Curties, were not sincere in
gecking the Presidency, wanting instead the Vice Presidency.
Curtis tried to stop this telk with s statement upon arrival
et Kansae City. He steted that the Presidency was still his
goal snd urged the Republicans not to nominste & person who
would put Republicans 'on the defenszive from the day he is
nemed, 23 But his hopes were jolted early.

236.11:1 Dolly Genn's Boo
PPs 90=95, Hoover claimed
thet Mellen calTek Ein §8s alsht borere tha somvention
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It was believed that Mellon would control the
Penneylvania delegation and possibly largely control the
convention, His arrival was eagerly awaited, Dut something
happened on the train trip to chenge that. Upon arrivel
Williem S. Vare spoke for the Pennsylvania delegation and
stated that s ms jority of the delegation's votes would go to
Hoover. Upon Mellon's motion at the delegation caucus it
was declded to cast the State's vote for Noover, This prac-
tically ended the hopes of all other candidates and the
other state lesders hurried to get on the Hoover bandwagon.
Attempte to stert booms around other candidates died quickly.
Many of the candidates were committed to Hoover by pre-
convention pledges. Hoover's machine had been very efficient
in bullding & s=trong pro-Hoover elemont.zh

Je N, Tincher of Hutchinson put Curtis's name in
nomination.2® But Curtis could not make a show of it.
Hoover was nomineted Thursday, June 1ll, on the first ballot.

opened and promised to dellver the Pennsylvania delegation.
Hoover gays Vare sensed this and put himself out in front by

;ak%ng tgo announg;mcgt. Herbert Hoover, The Memoirs o
erbe oover: e Cabinet the Presid
vols,.; New York: Tﬁe aiomi%%in ompany, §§§é), %ﬁ, ﬁaﬂ.

Hoover sald thet 1 there was 2 favorite amorig his opponents,
1t wee Curtis. Ibid., II, 192,

Zhﬂann, Dolly Gsnn's Book, pp. 90-95,
25801tz, Teepee to Cspital, p. 194.
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He received 837 votes.26 When the hysteria of ecelaim for
Hoover died down the convention turned to the selection of

a Vice President. At firet Curtis declined to be considered
when feelers were put out to him about the office. Others
who were in the running for the second-place spot on the
ballot were A, P. Fuller of Massepachusetts, Chase S. Osborn
of Michigan, 8. A. Baker of Missowrl, John Q. Tilson of
Connecticut, Henford MscNider, Herman L. Ekern, snd Charles
G. Dawes, Gann cleaimed thst various propossls were made all
through the night begging Curtis to accept and that when the
Hoover delegation promised that he would receive almost no
oppoeition, he consented to take the nominstion as a matter
of his prineiple of Republicen loyalty.2! This should be
qualified by the lnowledze that only the day before Curtis
had been oppoging Hoover to the extent that he predicted
that the party might have to apologize for Hoover if he wse
nominated.

26gar1 Schrift
glesser, This Wes Normaley (Boston:
Little, Brown and Compeny, 1948), p. 240. Usohdge stated:
"A strong group of the party in end outside of the Senate
made the mlsteke of undertaking to oppose Mr. Hoover with a
1ar§o number of local candidstes, which finglly resulted in
their not developing enough strength for any particuler can-
didate to make & showing sufficient to impress the conven=-

tion," Cslvin Coolidge, The W £ Calvin
mﬁ%u (Wew Yorlk: Co:mopoi an Boo orpg'x'-'c on, 1929),
Pe .

27Gnnn, Dolly Gann's Boock, pp. 96-97-
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Curtis'a name wag put in nomination for the Vice
Presidency by Senator Williem E. Borah of Idsho. One of the
seconding speeches wes made by his daughter, Leona, who was
a member of the Rhode Jslend delegation. It was sald thst
the convention turned without premeditaetion to cui'til ;28 at
least 1t can be said that 1little opposition developed,
There were perhsps two principsl reasons for hle tbpul at
the convention: (1) his candidaey helped sppeage the farm
element that was dissppointed when Lowden failed to beat
Hoover; (2) it wes just natural to reward the sixty-elght
year-old party reguler with the consolation prize. Certain
‘writers suggested that Curtis may have asceepted the nomina-
tion with & memory of Hiram Johnson refusing the Vice-
Presidentlal nomination in 1920 only to see Coollidge take
the coveted top office upon Herding's death.2? "There was
g scramble for second place, but Senator Charles Curtis had
thinge all sewed up. On the first ballot he received 1052
votes. For the first time in the nation's history both
candidates came from states west of the l(iu:ml:lpjl.ﬂ..'30

sor,  Zbids, p. 983 Seits, Tecnee to Ospifel, ppe 203-

29 example, 5. Te #111temson, "A Man Who Must Dine
ror6ﬁil Country,”" The New York Times, Merch 15, 1931, sec. V,
De @

30senriftglesser, Thie Was Normsley, p. 2L49.
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The general outcome of the 1928 cempaign and election
1s gso famoug that it need not be recounted here except in a
general way., It ig often said that Hoover end Curtie had
little to do in the way of serious campaigning. Al Smith
was on the defenaive from the start and the weight of the
campaign fell to him, While this may be an overstatement,
1t 12 not diffleult to agree that neither pasrty campaigned
en the real and grave netional issues 31 Strengely enough
Curtis caused his own little ripple in the line of bilgotry
that played such a prominent psrt in the 1928 cempaign.
Suspieious Ku Kluxers mey see the hand of Rome not
only in the Demceratic but In the Republiecan ticket.
It now turng out thet Charles Curtis, Vice-Presidential
candidate on the Republican ticket, was baptized by a
Jeguit, It was when he was an infant that he was
teken te the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church at
St Mary's, Kanses. His mother had attended St%.
Mary's convent, . « . . Hoover's teammate 1z thus
of Indian encestry end partly of Indien training, snd
is gt11l @ member of the Kaw tribe. Though baptized -~
ag @ Catholic, he ig now 8 member of the Methodist
Church. It was only s few years ago thagaltr. Curtis
himself learned of his Cetholic beptism.
Curtis found himself literslly forced to take up publiec
gpealking. In Ksnsae he hed masnaged to bese his campaigns
more on hend-ghaking than on public speaking. It wae noted

that his speeches were plstitudinous snd repetitious.

3l1bid., ppe 256-257.

32"Born An Indisn, Be "
aptized a Catholic,” The Outlook,
CIL (July 11, 1928), LOS. ’
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Curtis made sppesrances both from train platforms and at
large indoor gstheringe. He made use of the emotional value
of fleg-waving, bands, @ dancing Indisn princess, snd hand-
gshaking when posgible. A critic made particular note of
Curtis having become exasspereted with e heckler whose qQques-
tions would not be ztilled by Curtis's answers. It was
alleged thet Curtie said the heckler was 'too damned dumb
to understend,' evidently becsuse the speaker had been rather
guccezaful in putting Curtis on the defensive.33 Perheps it
did not metter whet Curtis seld in this cempaign. After sll
he was tled to Hoover and Republican prosperity and on the
gide oppogite the controversial Al Smiths One could hardly
think thet the election would have had eny other result than
1t did had Curtis done no cempsigning at asll.

Curtis wae faced with e dilemms lmmediately upon his
election to the Viece Presidency. President Coolidge ssked
that Curtis etay on in the Senste until insuguration time to
continue his role of friend of the sdministration progranm.

pmerican XVIT (August, 1929), 4081409,
Included 18 an amus story of Curtis having been given the
nicknane " Charley' by reporters following the "vice
pregidential medicine show": Curtis would inveriably include
in hie speeches a2 good deal of teriff, and just ss invari-
ably would tell how he had gotten protectlion on ecgs for
farmere and how thie had been maintesined becsuse of his
vigllance ageinst certein insidious speclasl interests who
propogsed to him that the dutg be discontinued. Curtis dis-
econtinued the gtory when it became & circulating joke in
political circles.
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But Curtis wse being pressured by his politicel friends in
Kansse to resign hie seat before the newly elected Governor,
Clyde Reed of the W. A. White progregsive faction, took
office. The lsme-duck Governor, Ben M, Paulen, could be
counted on to appoint @ Senetor more acceptable to both
Curtle and his friends. However, Curtis made hils resigna-
tion effective March 3, 1929, the day prior to the inaugurs-
tion and the patronage plum ceame under the control of Reed.
Reed wag known to fevor Henry J. Allen, former Governor who
had supported the Reed campaign and who had been out of
favor with Curtis since the Bull Mooze gplit in 1912, but he
‘hesitated to stir up the opposition in Kansss unlese Hoover
would publiecly favor the appointment. This was likely
because Allen had handled the publicity for the Republiecan
National Committee in Kanses during the preceding campaign,
but Hoover was not eager to intervene in & politiecal situa-
tion that was so local in character. Furthermore, he
hesitated recommending en appointment that was obnoxious
to the Vigce Preslident. But after the inasuguretion Hoover
agsured Reed in & private conference thet Allen was satis-
factory and the appolntment was mede. Curtis sccepted the
defeet with a shrug and even made up with Allen when the
latter came to Washington to begin serving his t orm. 34

34Genn, Dol: nn's PPs 83~843 Roy Buckingham
"Kensas Goverr.wr ins on Fopram. The New !org"l‘imu .
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Curtle was insugursted on March L, 1929, His salary
was $15,000 per year as compared to the $10,000 per year he
received ag a Smator.3> Upon the recommendation of Coolidge
Congress had appropriated $5,000 for s new officisl car
for the Vice Prolidcnt.36 He was the first Vice President
to take the oath of office on a Bible in the same menner as
the President alwayse had.3! Since Curtis employed 8 woman
ee gecrebary Instead of the customary man ag secretary to
the Vice President, he scored snother minor {irst. Miss
Lola M. Williams of Columbus, Kanses, who had been working
for Curtis for some time became one of the first females to
venture out on the Senate floor, traditionally 8 masculine
:m:m:vpoly.38 The Topeka Drum Corps, featuring en eighty-two
yesr-old fife player jJjourneyed to Washington to drua him
into office; it wes claimed that this had always been done

March 17, 1929, sec. I1I, p. 23 The New York T Febru-
ary Y4, 1929, pe 22; Pebrusry 7, 1029, p« 1; February 21,
1929, p. 123 March 3, 1929, p. 23 Mareh 5, 1929, p. 4}
March 29, 1929, p. 93 Merch 30, 1929, p. 1; HMarch 31, 1929,
p. 24; April 1, 1929, p. 243 April 9, 1929, p. 23.

35‘1'_3:_9 New York Times, February 7, 1929, p. 1l.
35'1'_1_1_9_ New York Times, January 6, 1929, p. 6.
37'1‘_11_9_ New York Times, February 27, 1929, p. 2.

38’1‘hoHuYr Ti Masrch 192 . Merch 2
1929, aecm.‘ﬁ:&"‘!'e"" reh 3, 1929, ps 4 Mer Iy,
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for Curtis gince he became county attorney in 188!;..39 Other
hokum in the tradition of American politics ineluded the
presentation of several gavels end the receipt of a comical
telegram from the leader of an Indisn delegation from
Oklashoma, asking for horses toc meet the train so the squaws
end children wouldn't have to walk, s humorous way of asking
thet trensportation from the station be provided.!O

Ag Charles G. Dawee left offlice he recalled to mind
the fact thet upon his insuguration four years earlier, he
hed eriticized the Senate rules snd had vowed to get the
rules chenged. He had to admit that he had not changed hia

‘mind, but neither hsd he changed the rules. After the ocath

haed been sdministered to Curtis he evoked chuckles when in
his insugurel speech he assured the Senators that he had ne
intention of trying to change the rulegs; the members of the
Senate would make the rules and he would preside in accord-
ance with those rules.tl It wes later pointed out by
certain attentive redio listenere that Curtis masde s mistake
in the oath he geve to certain of the new Senstors which

in fact made the oceth invelid if eanyone had cared to press

39The New York Times, Februery 2l, 1929, p. 5.
40rne New York Times, Mareh 6, 1932, p. 3.
!"]Tho ﬁl‘r!or Times, Msrch 5, 1929, P- i, ineluded

is the text o 's speech; Gann, Dolly Gann's Book,
pp. 105=106,
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the uauo.l‘z The inaugural parade wag a rain-soaked ride
in open cars. Dolly sccompanied her brother on the ride.
This was in keeping with her position of official hostess
for widower Curtls which he hed announced to Weshington
aooioty.'ﬂ

Curtis moiod into a8 speclslly created suite of offices
in the Senate O0ffice Bullding. These roomes were much better
in sppolintment, much lighter, snd much roomier than those
which Dawes had occupled. Curties had decorated it with /
Indien mementos and favorable cartoon caricatures of himself
as an Indian. One writer remarked that 1t was startling to
enter a modern office and find Indisne lounging around the
premises, as they were on the particuler day thet writer
vigited Curtis. It was reputed thst Curtis kept his office
open to everyone more of the time then elmoat snyone else
in Waghington. He often stressed his desire not to escape
the publiec, as had some previous Vice Presidents, but to
welcome all viutoﬂ.“*
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Curtis took virtuslly no part in the Hoover adminis-
tration. His sdvice was seldom sought, end had it been
sought he would have had little to contribute.t® Hoover
invited Curtis to attend cabinet meetinge, & practice which
Harding hed followed in relation %o Coolidge, but which
Coonlidge had never spplied in the case of Dawes. It wes
speculated by gsome that this wes an effort on the part of
Hoover to promote s closer relationship between the execu~
tive and legislative branches of the government. Curtie
sccepted the offer, and he attended some of the cabinet
meetings. But one editoriel waes prophetic in ssying thet
about the only thing Curtis would learn about the workings
of the government by attending cabinet meetinge would be
thet it was futlle for a Vice President to attend cabinet
meetinge. Furthermore, Curtis end Hoover were never inti- /
mate friends, nor did they have a deep respect for the
opinions of one lnothu-.u' However, 1t was elleged that
Curtls hed a private telephone line installed which connected
his living quarters directly with the White House in the
event that Heoover should find 1t necessary to call for
Curtis in an -nu-gemy.h?

hgroung and Middleton, Helrs Apparent, p. 282.
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While it hae been sald that "Curtis was a rellef to
the Senste after the table-pounding and dictatorial Dawes .-hB
mogt writers contemporaneocus with Curtis were rather criti-
cal of the role Curtis sssumed ee Vice President. It was
expected that his long years of experience in the Senate
would maturally lesd to rapport between the Senate and its
presiding officer. And he did in fact have much experience
in presiding over that sugust group from hie days ag Republi-
can floor leader. However, 1t was charged that Curtis became
e different pereon by asttempting to surround the office of
Vice Pregident with @ special dignity that was incongruous
with the "arm-cireler thet had been known as "Charley"
before his slevetion to the second hishest elective office
in the land, He hsd been the delight of reporters who could
count on being able to call him off the floor of the Senate
for a tip on what to expect to happen during impending pro-
ceedinge. DBubt 1% wes said thet Vice~President Curtis did
not eater to the reporters In the same wey. Curtis had been
noted for requesting that he be celled "Chsrley." Yet 1t was
slleged thet Vice-President Curtls would reply to the use of
hie given name with s rebuff thet reminded the guilty speaker
that he was now the Vice President. It wes said that his
mode of drese, his offices, end his residence all underwent

48youns and Middleton, Heirs Appsrent, p. 282.
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a8 change that wag indlcative of the new Curtis dmanor.h9

Varving explaenations were sdvanced to explain the change
wrought in Curtis. It wes said thet he was really the same
"Cherley,"” except that Curtis thought the offlce demended

& certein smount of dignity snd he wee going to prove that
he could provide plenty of poup.so Another explsnation
offered wag thet Curtis wes too consclous that he stood to
become President in the event that anything happened to
Hoover. This article sccused Curtis of heving "complexes™
which stemmed from the idea thst he had loat the Presidentiel
nomination because of a "double-crose” and thst he yet
viewed himself sg Presidential timbw.51 However, another
geccount gtated thet Curtis enjoyed the "living desth" of
inquiring of one Senstor whether or not he would yleld %o
encther, Purthermore, it wes esserted thst each new attempt
to bring more prestige to the Vice Presidency merely drew
the ridicule of the irreverant. 2

- U9gastoriel, The New Yor Tines, Februsry 1, 1929,
g 22& Eg%gznrul. Dooemb:: er 6, o 31, lo§h§xhp. llg;;:;
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The position of Vice Presldent must have been
frustrating indeed to the man who had been asccustomed to
wielding so much real politicel power in the capacity of
Republican floor leader, He dld not often mske the news
relative to his offlicial governmental capacity. It was
noted on geveral occasions that es presiding officer he made
certain interpretetions of Senate rules. Senator Norris,
author of a resolution for & lame-duck amendment to the
Constitution which the Senate had passed five times and the
House of Representetives had killed five times, denounced
the leadership of the House for delaying the passgage of the

‘resolution which had agsin been passed on June 7, 1929. He

claimed that the resolution wes kept on the desk of Speaker
Nicholes Longworth by the "arbitrasry sction"™ of the Speaker.

- A Senator objected that there was a Senate rule against

speaking about the House in thet menner. OCurtis ruled that
Senators could use their discretion. The complsining Senator
objeeted that that was no rule, Curtis anapped back, "I'1l
make 1t a rule." He directed Norris to proceed. Later
Speaker Longworth ruled a House member out of order for
m'nking diepareging remsrke sbout the Senate, announcing that
he would not allow 1t regardleses of the rul:l.ng of the other
preglding officer. Despite this turn of the other cheek
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Curtis remained firm on his ruling, believing that he had
ample backing for his utnnd.53

Curtie made rulinge noted by the press during Senate
considerstion of the tariff in 1930. Curtils broke a [2-}42
tie by voting "aye" to give conferees power to compromise
with the House on a Senate proposal to repeal the President's
flexible tariff power and return it to Congress.”t On
Mey 27 Curtis returned the teriff bill to conference ruling
that conferees had exceeded thelr grent of power. The Senate
debated thet rule of order at length, but Cuwrties clted the
rule that he was famous for having mede yeers before that
-prohibited conferees from putting new legisletion into bills
in conference eomittea.ss On June 5 Curtis sgain sent
conferees back to committee, ruling that they had exceeded
their grant of power in four inetances.’® The entire matter
ended when it was noted that Curtis completed the last
legisletive etep in the passage of the tariff by signing

the bill while controversy over the blll continued in the
smt‘os.,

537he New York Times, April 22, 1930, p. 18; May 8,
1930, p. *

Sirne New York Times, Mey 20, 1930, p. 1.
55The New York Times, ey 28, 1930, p. 1.
S6The New York Iimes, June 6, 1930, p. 2.
5Tthe New York Times, June 17, 1930, p. 1.
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In the one instance when Curtis attempted to vitally
influence a decision made by the administration it appeared
that his effortes were of little avail. When the Grain
Stabilization Corporation snnounced that it would sell a
new maximun of 5,000,000 busheles of wheat per month, Curtis
g8a’d he did net know where the Federsl Farm Board obtained
the information upon which to bese such a poliey. Curtis
Insisted that stebilizetion wheat should not be =20ld except
ot 2 minimum price of Irom 05¢ to $1l.00 per bushel. Curtls
and Senatcr Capper took the matter up jointly end directly
with the Doard but with no success. Oonsequently, it was
decided to take the metter directly to Hoover. Curtis and
Hoover spent @ weekend together st Repidan Camp, Luray,
Virginia. Part of the weekend wes taken up by @ leng con-
fersnce between Curtis send Hoover concerning the wheat
stabilization policy. One can assume thet he met with little
gsueccess., Upon his return from the conference Curtis seid he
would present @ new plen to the Federal Fsrm Board, but he
was evesive about what the plan entailed, Socon theresfter
the name of the Vice President waz noc longer linked with
thet 1gsue in the newspaper reports. Perhaps, one can gense
Curtie's disillusionment in thet he Tirst hi..ntad thst he
might net zeek reelection ss Vice President during his
efforts to change the Federsl Farm Board deoilian.sa

5%- N July 2, 1931, p. 30; JuJ,y 3
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Curtis received mention in the newspupers in 1930 in
reference to prohibitions In @ sericas of srticles written
by Msurice Campbell, who had been prohibition administrator
of Hew York, it was charged that ss a Senator Curtis had used
his influence %o force Campbell to issue alcohol permita.
Curtis said in rebuttal thet if his name had been used for
thet purpoze it was done without his oonunt.59 However,
lese than a month later one of the figures nsmed by Campbell,
Willis A. Buck, an enforcement agent, wes discharged by
William A. Jpoerling, s special Federel prohibition investi-
gator, Campbell had claimed in hile erticles that Buck was
‘retained in office after being charged with menipulating
his expense account becsuse Curtis hed exerted hie politicel
influence in behelf of the agent, OCurtis claimed that he
hed interceded for Buck only after he had learned that mem-
bers of the Kenses Congressional delegation fevored his
retention because they felt Buck had not been given a fair
trial.éo Curtis wes also involved in eanother series of
grticles. James M, Doran, who had been & prohibition come

miseloner, wrote a syndicated series for The Weshington Post

Pe 405 July 13, 1931, p. 83 & 1931, p. 393 July 26
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and for The New York Evening World which included detalls
about the drinking habltes of Congressmen. In denying that
he had used prohibition sgente to spy on Congressmen, Doran
claimed that when Capital bootlegger, George L. Cassldasy,
waeg spprehended, the sgents hed been sent to the Senate
Office Bullding at the request of Curtis. Curtis sdmitted
this to be true, saying that he hsd understood that he had
the complete cooperation of other officiels involved.
Curtlis expressed puzzlement ot beins expected to meke s
statement concerning the inoidont.61 But after the initial
flurry of interest these controversies no longer warranted
inclueion in the news, snd Curtis seemed to have vindicated
himself to the satiafaction of most observers.

There were several other instances when Curtis,
acting in s governmental capacity, was deemed worthy of
mention in the newspapers. He adjourned the fourth Pan-
Americsn Commercisl Congress gine die after the delegates
from twenty-one republice had signed sn sct embodying con-
clugsions of the meeting. Curtis congratulated the Congress
and sald loyalty to the common good would rout the economie
peril present in the world st that time, 62 .Mtil received
Mershall Petain, chief of the French delegation teo the

lrhe New York Times, November 1, 1930, p. 1.
2mme New York Times, October 1lj, 1931, p. 12.
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Yorktown sesquicentennial celebration. They went from
Curtis's office to the Hational Cemetery te place a wreath
on the tomb of the unknown soldier. Then Henry Stimson took
over entertaining the French delegate.®? In the ssme month
Curtis received Premier Lavel of France in hie office in the
Senate Office Bullding sfter there had been some confusion
in finding just where Curtis was. 58 It was recorded that
Curtis broke s 10-10 committee tle on & minor amendment to
the home loan benking bill., "With s chuckle snd emid
guniles,” Curtis rose snd cest an affirmetive votc.65 As
preeiding officer Curtis grented Ferdinand Pecora, counsel

to the Senate subcommititee on banking snd currency which

was investligating the stock market, special power to examine
under odth all witnesses suamoned for private examination
and meking attendance by witnesses nndatary.“ Other than
these minor offieial sctions by Curtis his mein newsworthy
gctions while Vice Preslident occwrred in the sociasl and
political apheres.

Before his slection sz Vice President Curtis hed

regided in 8 modest residentiel section of Washington. However,

632_11 Hew York Times, October 22, 193.1, p. 1ll.
®4The New York Times, October 2, 1931, p. 10.
S5he New York Iimes, July 13, 1932, p. 2.

661ne New York Times, Februsry 3, 1933, p. 9.
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after his insuguration he resided in the imperial suite--or
as 1t was of course cslled then, the Vice-Presidential
suite--of the feshionable Mayflower fotel. The apartuent
consisted of ten rooms facing on Connecticut avenue snd was
the largest in the hotel. Dolly Gann and her husbend were
to live there alsoc and she was to be his offlelal hontoll.67
A Girerd, Kanses, publisher, E, Haldeman-Julius, demanded
to know what connection Curtis hsd with e certain Mr. Moore
end a $100,000,000 bond desl snd whether that deal had any=-
thing to de with the Vice~Presidentisl fuilte. Curtis denied

knowing any Mr. Moore and asgerted emphatically thet what
| he paid for his spertment wes no one'’s business. It was
gtrictly » matter between himself snd the hotel.?® The
Willard Hotel revesled that Curtis hed turned down a similar
offer of a royal suite in that establishment, The story
around Washington was that Curtis wes allowed to stay in the
Mayflower sulte without charge. The regular rent for the
suite was set st $25,000 per year; however, it was cslcu-
leted by reporters that the suite sctuslly yielded only
 about $7,500 per yesr beesuse it was seldom used. They
gpeculated that this wae sbout what Curtis was paying for

Tmhe Now York Times, Jenuery 18, 1929, p. 20.
0me New York Times, June 26, 1931, p. 17.
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the apartment, but they never found out for certain,5?
Mre. John Brooks Henderson, widow of & Senator, thought
thet, in view of the entertsining the Vice President wse
expected to do, the Vice President should have en officlal
regidence, a little White House one micht esy. She had
offered @ house to Coolidge when he wes Vice President, but
he rejected the ides. She renewed the offer during the
tenure of Curtis snd s Congressionsl committes considered
the proposal. Dolly Gann recorded that she hsd approved of
the residence when 1t was shown to her., Subsequently the
matter was dropped when 2 member of the Henderson family
objected to the contemplsted transfer.?C

The soeial duties of the Vice President were more
exacting then his Constitutionel duties. Custom prevented _
the President Trom dining out; therefore, 1t fell the lot
of Curtls to be the officiel diner for the edminietration,
end "his working clothes sre brosdeloth, starched shirt and
white tie."™ When the caterers wagon, the florists truck,
end a car bearing the real of the Vice President were all
geen in front of a Weshington home, 1t wes certain that the
gociety column of next morning would begin:- "The Vice

S9amerteon Mevoury, XVII (August, 1929), 406-407.
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President snd Mrs., Gann were guests in whose honor. . N7
The Vice President served more often as @ guoat than ag a
host. However, the dinners he was expected to give were
rigidly prescribed by precedent. These were expected to be
notable both in terms of personnel snd entertainment pro=-
vided., However, the Vice President was not expected to
return all the invitstions that he accepted. The first
gtop for the Vice President in each new social year of
Waghington society was o dinner given in his honor by
President Hoover./2 Throughout the official soclial season
the name of the Vice President wes prominent in the soclety
columne ag the guest of honor at numerous functionl.73
Dolly Genn, who made no pretensge of disliking the social
demands of the Vice Presidency, put it this way:

So it went with the Vice President end his official
hostess~--one dinner after another. And in the day-
time houre, when we could not give or go to dinners,
there were less formal affaeirs without number. We
had no days or nights of leisure.

The distinctive feature of the dinners given by

Curtlis waes the use of movies for entertainment at the more

Tlyi111emson, The New York Times, March 15, 1931,
g2ecC, v' Pe 6.

72Gann, Dolly Genn's Book, pp. 124-126 & 142,
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important of these functlione. A%t the second and the fourth
annusl dinnere given in honor of the Hoovers movies were
ghown.T5 The movie The Virginisn wes shown at en offlclel
dinner for Sir Esme Howard, the British Ambesssador, and Lady
Isabells, which Gann believed to be one of the first, per-
haps the {iret, found movie ever shown outside s theater.

It was slso noted that music wee furnished by a section of
the Marine ’tmnd."'6 Cepitel gocial 1life then wae expected
to take up 8 major portion of Curtis's time, end it was that
agpect of his 1ife thet embroiled him in & controversial
incident thet wee given more space in print then eny other
single incident during the time he was Vice President.

A dispute concerning the place of Dolly Gann, official
hostess of Curtis, arose early in the Hoover asdministration.
The firet indication thet Washington soclety would not
readily sccept Dolly se equal in statug to the wife of @
Vice President came when the "Ladies of the Senate," & club
of Senators wives, refused to honor the pretenses of"“'{}sinn —_—
to the Presidency of that group under the provieion of the
elub constitution which stated that the wife of the Vice
President ghould be president of the ¢lub. -They elected

751bid., pp. 131=133. See slso The New York Times,
December 10, 1930, p. 22; December 1ll, 1932, p« 25.

76Gonn Dolly Gann's Bo
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instead Mrs. George H, Moses, wife of the President pro
tempore of the Senate. However, the speculation by reporters
that ’a'lnn would sbandon her intention of serving as official
hostess to the Vice President proved to be unfounded.l!

But 1t was the dispute concerning the sesting rank
to be accorded Dolly at the dimmers of Washington soclety
that occupied the wagging tongues of the capital city and
reaped not a little ridicule and lasughter at the expense of
the Vice President and hie family. Even though Deolly had
been acting as the officlal hostess for Curtis since his
ineuguration, the State Department announced late in March,

| 1929, that in accordance with a ruling mede by oute-roing

Secretary of State Kellogg, Mrs. Gann would be seated below
embaggador's wives instead of second only to Mrsz. Hoover ag
ghe had expected to do as the offieclal hostess of the second
highest ranking elected offiecial in the United States.ld
Curtis made a formal protest to the newly appointed Secretary
of State, Henry L. Stimson.79 Washington hostesses took the
controversy very aerioully.ao As long es the diaspute stood

TTThe New York Times, Februsry 3, 1929, p. 1; Febru-
sry 6, 1929, p. 11. . )

T8the New York Times, Mareh 30, 1929, p. 19.
Tmhe New York Times, April l, 1929, p. 1.

k- 80Rastorial, The New York Times, April l, 1929,
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ungettled they could not invite both Curtis and members of —
the diplomatic corps to the seme dinner. The State Depart-
ment withheld 1tes decieion for some time, and members of 1ts
protocol division were forbidden to discuss the matter with
anyone. It was generally believed that Stimeon would find
it politiecally inexpedient to reverse the Kellogz ruling.

In the meantime, Curtie also could not be invited to dinners
held by the diplomatie corps where he had always been a
favorite guut.al There were many ready to offer sarcastic
advice. Senator Vorris wrote Mr., Stimson a letter in which
he suggested thst if Stimson could not settle the matter
quickly he should ssk Hoover to refer the mstter to the
World Court 20 the State Depertment could return to con-
gidering world affairs slmost es pressing ag s dispute over
soecial ronl:.82 The diplomatic corps met st the call of the
dean of the diplomestie corps, Sir Esme Howard, snd it was
declded that the settlement of the dispute should be left to
the State Dopartxnmt. Juet before the diplomatic corps met,
Senator Héflin of Alabama threatened thet 1f the Gann

8 4
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gseating dispute was not settled "in the way Charley wants
it" before Congress opened, he would introduce a joint
resolution to define her statue legally. "Charley Curtis 1s
right in this matter," Heflin seid ss he pulled back the gide
of his cream-colored pongee cost and put his hand into his
pocket over which hung a large wateh fob, "This is s seri-
ous issue, boys," Heflin commented sagely, "end 1f it is
not settled, this country is gone." It was reported that
polities almost @djourned in the esrly days of April, 1929,
as all of Weshington discussed the place of Dolly in Wash-
ington aocioty.83

The entire dispute was resolved rather suddenly, snd
Dolly wes able to sit at the dinner table in Washington once
again., The State Department lssued s stetement that it
would not erbitrate questions of soclal precedence in the
future. Secretary Stimeson wrote letters to Curtis end
Ambaspador Howard, stating that Kellogg had steted precedent
properly but hed not intended to make a ruling. Then
Stimson washed hies hande of the entire Gann precedence dis-
pute, leaving the settlement of the dispute up to the
diplomatic eorpl.eh One edltorlesl writer saw enother

83.?.1;3 Hew York Times, April 9, 1929, p. l.

Sirhe New York Times, April 10, 1929, p. 1. See elso
pe. Y}, which includes the Texts of tha'lctteéc sent to Curtis
end ﬁo'ard by Stimson. Also notes that the Vice President
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humorous angle to the entire dispute: What would happen if
E, E, Gann gelected an officisl hostess and asgked the State
Department where he wee to be l.ltod?as Even though 1t was
to remain e toplc of conversation for some time, the dispute
was for all practical purposes ended when the diplomatie
corps met and decided that until some constituted authority
in the United States should rule on the matter, Mrs. Gann
would be accorded the respect that she desired. Inassmuch
a8 there was no consgtituted authority which was likely to
take up the question, thle was ectually & final deeinion.86
Therefore, as long as Mrs., Hoover stayed at home, Delly
outranked every other lady in the United States at soclety
fun.etionl.a7 The affalr was deemed tc be closed when Dolly
attended a dimner at the Chilean Embasey snd wes accorded

of the Unlted States wees involved in s precedence dispute in
1893 when the U, 8, end Great Britain eimultesneously raised
the rank of the envoys they exchanged from minister to
embaggsador. The Eritish Ambassedor, Lord Pauncefote,
Ineieted that he be seated above the Vice President becesuse
the Ambassador repregented the perzon of the Monerch. The
Ambasssdor acquiesced to the American contentions when gsome=
ogawlikened Vice-Pregident Adlsi E., Btevenson to the Prince
o eles,

K ®5pda1toriel, The New York Times, April 10, 1929,
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the same rank se her broi:hor.aa A corollary esoclal dispute ~—
that made the rounds of goesip in Washington wes the aslleged
gsocisl dispute between Mre, Gann esnd Alice Roosevelt Long=-
worth, wife of the Speaker of the House. Evidently this wes
the result of a claim by Speaker Nicholss Longworth thet he
ghould be accorded a hipgher socisl rank than the Vice Presi-
dent, but he msde no formal protest and evidently no actual
bad feelinss existed between Mrs, Genn and Mrs. Longworth., Mys.
Gann summed up the soclsl question as a "tempest in 2 tea-
pot.“89 Through the remsinder of Curtis's term Mrs., CGann
held her position st the head of the table, snd it was noted
| In most instances thaet My, Genn ghared the spot.

The Vice Presidency wae an anti-climstic and disep-
pointing time in Curtis's life in terms of politics. As the
mid-term elections of 1930 spproached the Democrats were
hsppily predicting that they would win s resounding victory
at the polls, Curtls publicly denounced such reports just

88me Wew York T A
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as one would expect & loyal party reguler to 40.90 If he
had private reservatione contrary to his ocutward optimism, ‘
he d1d not publish them, Curtis went home to Topeks to cast ~
his ballot, end when the Republicene suffered the defeat
predicted by their adversaries, Curtls expresged surprise,
but sew a beneficial result in the Democratic victory. He
said the Republicans would be spurred on to such efforts in
1932 that the Grand 01d Perty would be unbestable.?d But
there was much evidence thet Curtis did not view the chances
of hie party in general, and hls own chances in particular,
with complete confidence.

9°ir_h;o_ New York Times, October 1}, 1929, p. 3.

91'l'he New York T%eg, October 14, 1930, p. 33 Novem-
ber 5, 1930, p. 1 gs reported the election results}
November 6, 1930, p. %x Editorial, November 15, 1930, p. 16,
In snother instance hie party regulsrity ceused Curtis (end
other prominent Republiecans as well) to eppesr rather ridi-
culous. 'rha editora of ashumor eglu:;nt%n a :tugmt xlxzn-
paper, 9 s Wrote lettere to Republican
leadaraxeﬁnﬁ §cﬁ of 8 ﬁﬁ%@ to be held in honor of the
gesquicentennial of the birth of Hugo N. Frye (You-go-and-
fry), a patriot who hed long been denled the recognition due
to him for hie part in organizing the Republican party in
New York Stete. Curtis wired in reply: "I congrstulate the
Republlcans on paying this respect to the memory of Hugo N.
Frye and wieh you 8 most sucecessful occssion." Fortunstely,
Curtis's reply was rather cautious in comparison to the
megsages sent by some Republicans, Curtis joined with the
Senate in "uproarious" lsughter es a Democratie Senator read
accounts of the hoax on the floor of the Senste. The

York T%}' 28, 1930, p. 53 Masy 29, 1930, p. 2} Edie
torial, y ::3: 1950. p.'éa 1 < .
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During the months of April through November of 1931,
there wee constant speculstion whether Curtis would seek
renomination for the Vice Presidency. And right through the
Republican National Convention of 1932 there wee a definite
movement to dislodge Curtis from his place on the Hoover
ticket. During the lset two days of March, 1931, Curtis
held conferences with Hoover, and when he emerged, he stated
that he would not know what office he would be a8 candidate
for in 1932 untll some time after hie visit to Kesnsaess in
June, 1931. But he did intimste that Hoover left the deci-
gion moetly to his own :]u,dgmant.92 From that time through
November, 1931, there wae s running stresm of epeculation
in the newspapers concerned with his political future. It
wag generally predicted thet Curtis would seek to regain —
his seat in the Senste.93 Throughout those months he queshed
all rumors that he had made 2 decislon to pursue either
course, He also denied that he would become a "ezar" to
the cil industry, holding s job similar to that of the Com-
missloner of Beseball. He repeatedly said thet no one would

9‘%- New York Times, March 31, 1931, p. 5; April 1,
1932, p
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know for certain what his course would be until he mede the
gnnouncement himsolf."h

In making the decision concerning the offlece he wounld
choose to seek Curtis encountered s complex meze of factors
to conzider. Inasmuch sg it was generally belleved that
Curtis and hig famlly had en joyed the Vice Presidential
pogition, the mere rumor that Curtis was considering running
for the Senate wag interpreted to mean thet he thought poorly
of the chances of Hoover in the election of 1932. However,
1t wes elso g8id that this srgument was not necessarily
valid because there was danger thet Curtie would be defeated
ghould he run for the Senste.9 Several reasons were advanced
to explain the waning popularity of Curtis in Kansas,
Firstly, the Sunflower Stste was in a stete of political
flux as evidenced by the gubernatorisl campaign of 1930 when
the voters flocked to the polles in support of "Dp." John
Romulue Brinkley end nearly elected the goat-gland quack.

The discontent of the stste was most in evidence among

farmers. BSecondly, it wee geaid that the younger generation

- 9'401ugaton, e New m Time June 21, 1931, 828
Do
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of Republicans in Kensss were inclined to believe thst

Curtlis had been the favorite son of that State long enough.
Thirdly, it wes known that meny of Curtis's former sdvocates
g511l bore 2 grudge becsuse he had not resigned from the
Senate immedlastely after his election to the Vice Presidency
go that 1t was not poseible to bloeck the appointment of
Henry J. Allen to the Senate. In addition to the speculs~
tion that Curtis could foresee the defeat of Hoover in 1932,
it was also gald that he wae considering rumning for the
Senate because of a personality clash between Hoover end
Curtis, It was also mentioned that Curties longed for the
0ld position of power that he had enjoyed sas a Sm.m.96
Curtis had to conelder also whether or not those whe pre-
dicted that he would be defested 1f he ran for the Senate
were merely trying to get him out of the Kensses reace. This
idea had to be considered also when Kansea politiclens
sdviged him that abandoning the nationsl ticket would appear
to be s forecest of defeet for Hoover.?! Curtis ended the
speculation when he snnounced st the end of November, 1931,
thet he would seek renomination as the Republican Viece

4 901ugeton, The New York Times, Mey 10, 1931, see. III,
De .

- 9chua-ton. Ike New Yerk Times, June 21, 1931, see.
3 Pe Do
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Presidentisl candidate.?® It wes reported thst Republicens

interpreted the announcement by Curtis to mean that he
believed Hoover would win in 1932; the Democrats inter-
preted the declsion to mesn that Kensas wes in full revolt
against the Republicans and Curtis hsd chosen to be defeated
as a candidate for the Vice Presidency rether than be defeated
8s a candidate for a Senatorial ceat.?? Formelly such an
announcement by s Republicsn Vice President would have been
tantamount tc renomination, but Curtis was faced with real
oppogition from within his own party.

Even before Curtls hed made his declesion to seek
renominetion, sporadic booms for other candlidates cropped
out, and the sdvisability of renomination was dlscussed at
length. Secretary of Wer Patrick J. Hurley was brought fore
word sag 8 possible cendidate for the Vice Presidency. In
October, 1931, T, R. Roosevelt predicted thst Hurley would
be the next Vice Preaident. While Hurley 41d not say that
he would not accept the nominatlon 1f i1t were thrust at him,
he dild publicly snnounce on several occasions thet he gup=
ported Curtis just am he had in 1924 and in 1928.290 Dayes

9 eng%&;"r;g,!,mm 1931, p. 15 demu-
uryzgg :%f, De ls See a loaom,%;;[égzé_'%xgébii
© doCcl8ilon.
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told those booming his name for the Vice Presidential

nomination thet he was out cof polities and intended to stay
out 2% Even though talk of denying Curtle rencminetion
went on for over 2ix monthe before the national convention,
it was 2l8o generslly held thet Hoover supported the renomina-
tion of Curtie, However, 1t was sald that smong Hoover's
friends there was 8 determined effort to dislodge Curtis,
Thie movement which eought to provide & candidate for Vice
President who would placate the progressive wing of the
Republicen purty to whom neither Hoover nor Curtils wes pare
ticularly attractive was sllegedly led by Ppstmester General
Welter F. Brown. The namee of both Senator Peter Norbeck

of South Dakota end Semator L. J. Dickinson of Iowa were
advanced 2@ pogsible progreasive condldates.l% g the con-
ventlon opened Secretary of the Treasury Ogden L. ¥ills whe
was considered to be close to Hoover eliminated himself from
contention by endorzing the renomination of Curtis. Despite
hie previous statements the nsme of Dawes continued to make .
the rounde st that time.103 There weg even tolk of drafting
Coclidge ae @ Vice Presidential candidate, but most cbservers

l%! M Yovember 28 1 1, ps
Hovuborz 1%% s 301, ¥

mzm Now York Times, April 9, 1932, p. 3.
103‘1'!1 New York Times, June 13, 1932, Pe u.
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doubted that Coolidge would seccept 1f asked.l% In sddition
to the obvious utility of adding a Western progresaive to
the ticket, other ressons for eliminating Curtis were
advanced., Dolly Genn sald that her brother's steadfast
support of prohibition made him the target of a group who
came to the convention with little else on their minds
except rocubmiuion.ms One prominent commentator on the
American politiecsl scene had this to say:

There are some troubled conseciences when the name
of Vice-President Curtis 1s mentioned. As rational
men the delegates I heve talked with admit that the
chief reason for hnving a Vice-Propident 1s that there
ghould be & men ready to replace the President. They
realize that Mr. Curtis 1s fourteen years older than _
Mr, Hoover, end 1t 18 not eclaimed, I believe, by any
one, unless it be Mrs. Gann, thet Mr. Curtiszs even in
his pelmy daye was eny wonder. They realize that his
accession to the Presidency during the next four
yesreg would probably necessitete something like a
regency, for he was never fit for the office and time
is not adding to his qualifications.

Yet they cannot think of anybody te put in his
plece. For the eminent 0ld men ere not available and
the more distinguished younger men are either too
ambitious or too little known. The grest charm of —
Mr, Curtle 1s that by renomineting him nobody's feel-
ings will be hui& f he iz renominated that will be
the reason why.

Curtl 3«; e ey 16,1632, 5. 313" g‘; N
8, e New une » 49 Ps H e lew
s, ’

York Times, June 2.
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Regardless of whether or not he was correct in evalusting
the motivation for the enti-Curtis movement, Liprmen did
advance the reslly velid reason that such a movement should
exist.

The consensus of opinion sg the Republican national
convention opened in June, 1932, was that Curtis would be
renominated, However, there was an unmistakable air of
revolt around the convention in reference to the selection
of Hoover's running mate. Curtis did not attend the cone-
vention; but Dolly was on hend and working devotedly for the
nominetion of "Brother.," Hoover and his cohorts remained
lergely aloof from the selection of a8 Vice~Presidential
candidete, At first there was no open break with Curtis,
but 1%t wes reported thet et the same time only the Kensas
delegation was solidly for Curtls. It wss particulerly
cbvious that the Far Weet was not gatisfled with Curtis.
The nsme most of'ten advanced by the Curtis opposition was
thet of General Dawes.l07T Texas mede the first open break,

pe 18, questlions the sdvanced age of Curtis ae s valid
reagson for dropping him from the ticket by citing examples
of men of advanced age who came to positione of power and
performed adequately. i

107warn, The N June 10, 1932
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voting on June 13 to support Dawes even though Dawes had
asked not to be a candidate. The Dawes movement began to
gather momentum rapidly. It was estimated by the National
Committeeman ‘rom Texas, R. B. Creager, that twenty-four
etates were ready to vote for Dawes and six states were in
doubt juet before the boom ended. Dawes wesz responsible for
burgting the bubble when he flatly stated that he would not
sccept the nominstion. There was still much opposition to
Curtie which would have crystallized sround some other cane
didate 1f one of the vote-getting abllity of Dawes could
have been found, Instead, a number of favorite son candi-
dates were advanced. The antli-Curtis element continued its
fight to the lsst but could not concentrate on one candidate,
and the backbone of their opposition was broken.m8 Warnings
by prohibltion forces thst their support would be withdrawn
if Curtisz were dropped from the ticket may have influenced

many 8t the convention who were conscious of the pressures

Tim June 15, 1932, pps 1 & 1l; The New Y. Times, June 11,
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of dry forces which were then yet prominent in certain

gsections of the ¢scn.mi:ry.109

Curtis was renominated on the first bsllet, but not
without considerable opposition. Five other candidates were
put into nomination besides Curtis. And on the first roll
call twelve candidates besldes Curtis received votes. At
the end of the roll casll Curtis was some ninetesn votesm
ghort of the necessary majority. However, Pennsylvania
shifted ite seventy-rive votes to Curtis before the official
vote wes announced; Creager, engineer of the Dawes boom,
moved that the nomination be mede unanimous. The press
reported thet Dolly Gann, who had fought for Curtiz right uwp
to the lass, wes tired but happy.+1i0

It was reported that Republicans ionvim the conven-
tion were 2till dlecuseing the renomination battle. There
wae a great deal of criticism in reference to the handling
of the entire Vice Presidential nominatlion. It was heard
that zome of Hoover's supporters who had worked against
Curtis initlelly then switched to his support had done go
under orders from Washington. It was alleged that there had
been & plan to put the name of Bertrand H, Snell into

109116 New York Times Juneu;1932 « 23 Jume 15
1932'1"15.;3._._&.5_&_» s Do 23 e 15,
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nominstion along with all the others in order that enough
votes could have been drawn from Curtis to block hias nomina-
tion. It was learned thet the sdministration group came
peigning ageinet Curtis would have supported the nomination
of Mille, the only speaker who had been able to quiet the
"wet"™ galleries while espeaking ageinst resubmission. However,
Mille hed been emphatic in declaring that no member of the
cabinet could conspire against the Vice Proeident. 211 puy
Hoover and Curtis were soon to eghow differences of opinion
on the issue that had teken up more of the energy of the
convention with the poseible exception of the choosing of a
Vice~Presidential candidste.

Curtis sttended the opening of the Olympic Games in “—
Los Angeles as the personsl representetive of Hoover who
gent his rogrotl,m but during the month following Curtis
came out in opposition to Hoover on the question of prohibi-
tion. Speaking in Topeka st the official notification of

Llsames 4, Baggcris "Board Will Control Hoover's

Cnmaign, ggf "ﬁ _ﬁgk June 18, 1932, p. 3. Even
g been placed upon tho cppoeition that

Curt a enoounterod, i1t ehould be obvious that he ¢ ed

the support of & large block of delegates. ‘Prior to the
convention several delegations had gone on record in favor

of Curtis. For oxnplo gee The g§§ ég*, March 6,
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his nomination, Curtis expressed views that were termed to
be es dry as loover's had been wet. The Democrats critie-
cized the Republican candidates for what James Farley,
Democratic National Chairman, summed up thusly: "It looks
aes though the Republicen ticket had @ half-dry head snd a
dried-out teil." Speclal criticism was leveled st the
Republicans for not including New York and Chicago, notorious
centers of wet sentiment, in the chain of cities receiving
redio coverage of Curtis's scceptances The Republicans
appeared to be at 8 disedvantage in expleining why that
omigssion had occurred, Cenerally, one could =ay that both
Hoover and Curtis hed remeined true to the vague plank in
the Republiean plstform that asserted that the voters should
make a decision on prohibitions Hoover was certein that a
chenge in the law would be called for; Curtis was certain
the lew would stand.l13

Political observers predicted that the stand Curtis
took on prohibltion would result in his campeign spesking -
gschedule being curteiled. Curties hsd been speaking rather
frequently eince the summer of 1930. It 1z not certain just
what oftget his dry speech may have had upon Republican
strategy, but Curtis was assigned to a heavy schedule of ___

113'rn. New § X July zo 1932, pe 3} August 18
1932, ps 2; Auguat 19, Iégslﬁpp- 1& 15 Ausalt 20, 1532, X
Pe 53 Editorial, August 20, 1932, pe.



12
pre=election speeches in the states of Kentucky, Tennessee,

West Virginie, Oklahoma, Missouri, Nebrasks, North Dskota,

Montana, end Wuhington.uu In addition, he spoke in Iowa

and Pmmylnnia,ns sand he closed out his campalgn activity

with & hurried round of appearences in South-Central Kensas,l1l6
Even Dolly Jann was pressed into campaign service for

the Republicen cause, Her prineclpsl purpose was to attract

the women voters to the Republican Perty through a number

of appearsnces before women's groups. :! One writer ssserted

that the Vice Presidential candidates were to figure heavily

in the campsign despite the faet that the Vice President

would heve little more opportunity te affect legislation

than the average citizen.t18 The views of the candidates < __

for Vice President were taken seriously. Furthermore, a

survey of Curtis's campaign snd pre-campeign utterances

would be instructive in ascertalining what Curtis aeg Vice

i e New York Times, September 17, 1932, p. 33
September » mg, Pe R
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President of the United States bellieved to be the real

issues of the day.

Curtis's speeches were quite repetitive, He had a
gmall number of favorite topice that he inecluded in almost
every speech in one manner or snother, This was pertly cone
ditioned by the nituro of the sudiences he faced, For
example, his references to the farm problem in slmost every
speech 18 easily understood in view of an itinerary that put
him before rural audiences on nearly every occasion. Hig
cholce of topic was slso conditlioned by the times: he could
hardly avoid discussing the depreesion., However, his pro=-

(pOIIII for solving the problems of the day fell into @&
pattern, so much so in fact that he sometimes repeated entire
phrases, sentences, or even paragrasphs almost verbatim in
his series of speeches. It would seem poseible then to
summarize the Curtis speeches of the latter pert of his term
a8 Vice President, perticularly the speeches of the 1932
national campailgn.

Curtis made references to prchibition on occasion.

He was endorsed by dry orgenizations ss having the proper
view toward the prohibition quntion.u9 Cuwrtis refused
to elaborate on the stand he took in his acceptance

11936 for example, The New York T A -
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speech, 120 bus he seid thet he d4d not believe that his

pogition conflicted with the Republican platform. He said
glso that he did not belleve that his poeition on prohibi-
tion had hurt Hoover's chences.l2l But his views were dise
quieting to some Republicens. Curtis was glated to open the
Republican campaipgn in Pemmsylvania where there was con-
giderable wet sentiment. State Republicean leaders discussed
obteining another speaker, but they decided that to drop
Curties on such short notice would be openly discourteous.
However, it was duly reported thet when Curtis spoke in
Lehigh County, Pemnsylvania, he 41d not mention the subject
of prohibitions Evidently that was the way Curtis end
Pennaylvania were mede compatible on the subjeect of prohibi-
ti.cm.:"‘a2 When Curtis did mention prohibition it wese through
allusions in the form of pleas for support of the Constitu-
tion, for observsnce of lew, send for respect for the cowrts,
He usually celled for the deportation of alien criminels and
racketeers sg & corollary to his statemente on behalf of the
Constitution, fleg, law, courts, snd country. He was par-

tlcularly certain to stress deportation of undesirasble

120mne New York Times, August 21, 1932, p. 19.
121mne New York Pimes, August 29, 1932, p. 8.
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aliens when speaking before supernationalism groups such as
the Daughters of the Americen Revolution. The following is
an exemple of his allusions to prohibition:

What we need more than ever 1s reverence for the
Congtitution and respect for the courts of the coun-
try. It 12 not plessing to note the wave that is
sweeping over the country which dilrognrdn law and
order and the Conetitution, snd substitutes man's
degsires, and weakeng opinion of law.

To determine the extent to which legislation 1s
beneficial and beyond which it is hurtful 1z s -
ince of gtetesmenship, Good lewe are the result of
the applicetion of common sense and sound Judgment %o
immutable prineiples. While people may differ az to
the wisdom of the ensctment of a particulsr pilece of
legislation, or to the amending of the Conetitution
in ard thereto, it i1s impossible to ignore the
Constitution and unthinksble to evade it H adminlig-
tretive policy, elther nationsl or state. 3

This speech with 1te veiled references was delivered in 1930
and was actually more explieit than the speeches he made
during the 1932 cesmpaign that contsined the same train of
thought. DMost of the speeches similsr to thet above were
delivered in the year 1931.324 He apparently avoided the
isgue when possible during the campaign. One can assume
thet Curtlis's demands for the deportation of aliens was

12329: New York Times, July 5, 1930,-p. 5.
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doubly popular at a time when the country was gripped by
depression and suffering from unemployment.

Curtis had 8 stock of standard stetements about the
depression that sppeared in most of his speeches. He seemed
to view the depression as 2 natural cccurrence, saying that
every boom period sccompsnied by over-speculation had been
followed by & depresgion. Furthermore, he would always
point out that after esch depression the country had advnnced-
end prospered in en unprecedented way. Several times he
czlled for speculstors to stop hoarding money that should
be in circulation. OCurétis lauded Hoover aa having done more
than any other President in history to stop e penic. His
gpeeches ware studded with calles to the people for united
and non-partisen efforts that would lead to e restoration of
confidence. Curtis gaid that the United States was the last
country to enter the depression and would be the first to
recover., He extended his sympethles to other nations of
the world suffering from economic depression, but he saild
that thle nation would have to accomplish its own recovery
before attempting to help other nations. This was a refer-
ence to war debt cancellation which he openly opposed.
Curtis essured his sudlencez that Hoover's moratorium on
war debt paymente wag not en initial step toward cancella-
tion. He repeatedly said that practicslly every depression
occurred when the Democratic party wes in power. He hinted
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that the depresgion would have been shorter and less severe

1f the Demoecrats had not hindered the resteration of confie-
dence by making politiecal use of the nation's economie
distress., He ssserted that the depression was nearly over
in 1932 and that prosperity would soon return. Curtis
repeatedly praised the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
which he said had helped eave the smaller banks most in
need of help., He assured ligteners that the RFC was a tem-
porary expedlent that would soon be dlecontinued as prosperity
returned. On the other hand Curtis criticized the Federal
Reserve System on the pgrounds that it drained money away
‘rrom rural arear to urban centers where 1t entered specula-
tive channels. In contrast he sald that seventy-six per
cent of the relief by the RFC had gone to citles of less
then 10,000 population.i25

In terme of the farm problem Curtis also had s set
pattern, With few exceptions he tied the salvation of the
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farmer to one of hie pet avocations, the venerable protective
tariff, Of course, Curtis ridiculed Roosevelt's slx-point
agriculturel program, He blamed the plight of the farmer on
the sdministration of Wilson. Curtis claimed the farmer
whose surplug problem after World War I was the result of
expangion in response to wer demande was rewerded by an
unressonable deflation by the Federal Reserve System upon
the order of Pregident Wilson who acted upon the advice of
William Gibbs McAdoo and other Democratez. Therefore, Curtis
argued that the charge made by Roosevelt thet the farm
depression began in 1921 under Prezident Harding was ftllt'ns
He pointed with pride to the fact that one of the first
legislative enactments of the Harding sdminietretion was
the Emergency Tariff Act, followed by the Fordney-McCumber
Teriff Act, and later the Smoot~Hawley Taeriff Act, all of
which included protection on ferm products. Curtis proudly
claimed that he helped effect the enactment of these farm
tariff provisions, en indignant retort to Rooseveli's asser-
tion that the Republican tariff was a fraud upon the American
fmu-.m He suggested several tlmes during the campaign
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thet the farmer would secure much rolief 1f cooperative
marketing agencies could be developed. He said thst if
organized properly such a plan would reduce the price spread
between farm prices and food prices without injuring those
who were fair in their dealinga with farmers. However, he
did not elsborate on the proper organization thet would
accomplish that goal.na Naturally Curtls defended the
actione of the Hoover edministration in reference to the
farm problem, pointing out specificelly that Hoover hed
ordered the Federeal Land Banke to extend mortgages rsther
than foreclosge mortgages and that seed and crop loansz had
been lmngad.mq The 1limit of Curtis's sppeals in thosme
desperate years was demonstrated when the Republicens feiled =~
to carry the agricultural stete of Kanses, the home state
of Curtias himself.

Curtis did not 1limit hie defense of the tariff merely
to the agricultural schedules., He denounced Roosevelt's
demands for & revenue tariff, He gaid that a tariff for
revenue would not help one farmer, laborer, mine, or factory
in the United Stetes. He claimed that Roosevelt was in
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error in stating that the Fordney-McCumber teriff hed been
injurious to trade, end he took offense te the Democratie
predictions that the Smoot-Hawley teriff would constrict the
foreign trade of the United States. Curtis cloimed that
under the Fordney-McCumber tariff the exports of the United
Stetes hed increased while imports had decreaged., He
denounced the Democrats as "spotted protectionists™ end
celled for the eclection of Congresgmen who believed In the
"American system of pmteetion.'uo The tariff wee juet
one item of what Curtie felt to be "American,”

Ap noted previously Curtis mede verlous appeals to
the super-nestionalist groupe of the United Ststes with hie
edvocacy of deportation of certain ellens, his references to
the Constitution, flag, end law, snd his opposition to aiding
other depressed nations so long 2¢ the United States slso
had @ depreseion., He slso pleased the nstionalists when he
paid paseing tribute to srbitration and the search Tor world
peace while calling for stronz armed forces 20 long g
mutual reduction of srmaments seemed unlikely. He emphasized
the need for peace, but he sgserted that it must 50 peace
with honor and peece in keeping with the logzg-ntlhluhnd

13?* W Y%-T% September 28 19 | 11

November &, 9&: P 6. O; .gﬂ Th m'#é e ] ' ;

ggggbe@ 3i11930. p. 63 October 9, 1'53'3. De 3 October 23,
s P .
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tradition of aveoiding entangling elliances. In other words
Curtis hoped for peace and the peaceful settlement of inter-
naticnal disputes, but he was rather skeptical cf the motivea
of other nations. IHis pronouncementg in terms of world
cooperation hearkened back to the days when he s2ided Henry
Cabot Lodge in the fight sgainst Wilson's Lesgue of Nations.
Curtis seid 1little about benefite for veterans which had
become & hot 1srcue after Hoover had dispersed the "Bonus
Army" in 1932. Hecklers coften interrupted Curtis's speeches
with noisy comments about Hoover's expulslon of the veterans
mob from Washington. Curtis always defended Hoover's
actioneg, end Curtis himeself had first employed troops
against the bonus marchers before Hoover had done go.

Curtis once called for two companies of Marinea from the
Washington Navy Yard to relieve the capitol police guard,
The Marines were sent back when General Pelham D, Glasaford,
Superintendent of Police, sgsured Curtis that troops were
not noounry.ul

In his appeals for "Americenism"™ were included the

usual praise for women, for mother, for families, for home,

13lmme N _g_v_ ' February 29, 1932.

April 19, 1032 'ﬁk mﬁw 12, 1932, p. %ehmr 9,
1936, p. 32. s» also rn. n«- York Times July 5. 1930,

Pe August 16, 1930, p. y 31, 1931, De 15 October 26,
193&. Pe 53 November 12, 1931, sk Nevaibdy 9, 1931,

Pe ®
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for separation of church end state, for educstion, for self

reliance ond most of the homely virtues an American politi-
clen finde 1t expedient to defend whether agked to or
rmt.132 His sppeal to labor groupe was limited to his
advocaeey of atricter immigration laws and a few minor com=-
ments concerning the need of 8 shorter work week. Curtis
Joined other Republicane in paying tribute to Secretary of
Labor J. J. ("Jim the Puddler") Davis; Curtis eredited
Davis with obtaining for labor wages that were unapralleled
in history.133 Throughout the eampaign he predicted that
good times were on the way, snd that the Republicans would
win the election.l34

The voters ended the career of holding publie' office
for Curtis in the general election of November, 1932. He
predicted a Republican victory even after the firest returns
on election day indicaeted e Demcerstic trend, snd he expressed
surprise at the final results. There was some speculstion

thet Roosevelt would take over immediately. For example, it

132566 ror example Tho Tim 5 1930
pe 53 November 1, 1930, fa. 11'22'1' I§ﬁ :’ ugme 25,
1931, p. 17; Februsry 21, 1932, p. 153 June 21, 1932, p. 16.

133The New August 24, 1 3
s”tm”#mﬁrﬁam ugust 24, 1932, p. 19;

13U, o New York Tim August 20, 1932, p. 19;
September 29, 1932, p. 10; October 2, 1932, p. 10,
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was suggested thet Hoover might appoint Roosevelt Secretary —
of State, then both the Presldent end Vice President would
resign. The prese treated Curtis with kindness. One writer
took an indulgent view of Curtis's surprise at the resound=-
ing defeat of the Republican party snd esserted thst it was
certaln that the Demoerats would never be able to blame
Curtis for having anything to do with bringing on the
depreseion, It was admitted thet Curtis made a valiant
effort on behalf of the doomed cause of the Republican .
nationsl ticket when he could easily have run for the Senate.
Of course, it is lmpossible to even make an intelligent
guess a8 to whether he could have won 2 senatoriasl election.
One editorial suggests that Curtis could retire to private
life with the satisfaction of contemplating John Nance
Garner lmmeshed in the dull task of presiding over the United
Stetes Senate,135

As a lame-duck Vice President, Curtis msde news in
his Constitutional capacity of presiding offlcer on one
occasion, Men representing en orgenization called the Rank
and File Veterana preszented petitions to both houses of
Congress to be resd by the presiding officers. A small

13570 New m rm » November 9, 1932, p. 13§
November 10, 1932, 8 ovember 11, 1932, g 18; lovul-
ber 13, 1932, aae. III, p. 23 December 10, 1932

See aleo Gann, Dolly Gann's Book, pp. 217-218 & 228-239.
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group from the "bonue army” of about one-hundred was

admitted to esch House., The petition they presented asked
for immediate payment of the adjusted compensation certifi-
cates, expounded the sufferings of former service men, and
urged thet dieabllity paymente not be reduced. Before
Curtis would read the petition to the Senste he demanded
that a portion censuring Hoover for the eviction of the bonus
army from Washington during the previous summer be deleted.
Samuel J. Stembler, lcader of the radiesl group, refused and
.auggoated thet Curtis do 1t himself. Curtis struck out the
peragraph and presented the petition. As the committee
left one NWegro delegate refused to shake hands with Curtis.
Curtis retorted, "Well you can go to the devill™ Spesker of
the House, Garner, accepted the petition without objection
from Jemes W, Ford, Negro vice-presidential candidate for the
Communist perty in the previous election.136

On March lj, 1933, Curtis retired from public office. -
On the eve of hig retirement s ailver tray was presented to
him by the Senate which bore the inseribed facsimilies of
the gignatures of all the Senators. The next day he quietly
administered the ocath of office to Garner in a gsolemn cere-
mony. Garner seemed embarrsssed by the solemnity sfter the
contrasting congeniality of the House of Representatives

136:1’2 Rew York Times, December 15, 1932, p. 2.
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which Garner had adjJourned gine die & short time before,137
Although Curtis wes out of office he chose to remein on the
scene in Waghington during his last years,

Curtis established his legal residence in Washington,
D. Co He wagz sdmitted to the practice of lew before the bar
of the District of Columbie end opened law offices in Weshe
ington. It was said thet his office became the rendezvous
of politiciane where the fine srt of politice was the main
tople of dilo:umliw.:'-38 In 1933 he was made president of
the New Mexileo Gold Producers Corporation, but it is doubt=~
ful tha.t he was more than s figurehead for the mining
compeny.139 All of this was not easily understood by
Kansans:

There were acts in the leter life of the man Kansss

had so honored which were somewhat puzzling to
Kenzane, His whole background was Kansgs. The state

137mme n March 4, 1933, pe 23 Mareh 5
1933, ps lu oﬁnry 9, f 36, D 32. "The :ilver tray may e
be seen at "01d Kaw Indiln Minion, State museum, Council
Grove, Fansas.

neJamea Ce Mllin, Diectionar of g;g§
(22 vole.; New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, M
upplement 2, 136, hereafter clted as DAB; The licv Times,

a0, ok, 5" 203 hordd 27,0035, 5. 67 o fosa %;,

PPe « Young a eton, Heirs
g é3, gtates that upon retirement Curtls ret
opeka. If it 1s meant te be inferred that Curtis took up
his residency in Topeke during the years 1933-1936, the
authore are in error.

139The New York Times, June l, 1933, p. 21} Febru-
ary 9, 1938, p. 32.
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eventually gave him slmost everything he asked for
or even intimeted he would like to have. It took
pride in his asccomplishmentes and in the honors
bestowed upon him later by the entire nation when he
was elected vice-president. ‘

But EKsnsas and EKansans never could quite understend
why, when he hsd reached the high office and finished
with 1t, [hle lost interest in Kaneasj w(hly he
snnounced thet theresfter his home would be in Wash-
ington} why he withdrew his holdings from the state
of his birth and development. Another thing ma
Kengans never could fully understand was why he became
the attorney for and defender of Dr. John R. Brinkley
in the years when ma state was trying to oust him
from its confines.

Even though Curtls no longer held office, he continued
to be somewhat affluent in @8 politicsl sense during the
vears 1933-1934. Upon retirenent he hecame chairman of the
National Republican Lesgue, an organization designed to work
for the election of Republicans in the elections of 1934 and
1936, Leter Curtis resigned snd the orgenization became
insctive. Of course, he was criticesl of the program of
Pregident Roosevelt; he ususlly bassed his criticisa upon an
appeal to preserve the Constitution. He stated that the
Republicans were alweye careful te stay within the mesning
of the Constitution, but others were not go cautious. He
predicted victory for the Republicens in the Presidential

election of 1936, and he confidently asserted that the

WO Kanses City St
tar, February 8, 1936, Cli
file, WillTan nr!z‘vsh%nﬁv:m Taneta Shate bl

College, Emporia.
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Republicans had at least 8 dozen men who could defest

Roosgevelt. NHowever, he refused to neme the men. He
announced in 1935 that he would be sctive in the 1936 can-
palgn but would not scek an office for himself. He sdvocated
the nomination of Alf M. Landon es the lepublican Preslden-
tial cendidate as early os August, 1935. Lete in the same
yeer Curtis wae chosen ag chalrasn of the Republican Sena=-
torial Compaign Committee snd wes expected to take sn sctive
pert in the campeign for the election of Republicans to the
Senate. 1 It required a much more finsl defeat than the
mere loge of the election of 1932 to end Curtis's interest
in politice and to remove his Influence from the political
fortunes of the Republicsn party.

On February 8, 1936, a maid found Curtis dead in bed
at the home of Dolly Genn where Curtis hed been residing
gince his retirement. The death of the seventy-sgix yeer old
former Vice President wes attributed to & heart sttack. His
body was returned to Topeke where the only Vice President

tc come from Keansas was buried not far from the spot where

Wlmne now York Times, Februsry 6, 1933, ne 23 June 8
193, p. 23 Editorial, ebrusry 27, 1935, p. 1&3 Mny;31, .
1935, p. 93 Editorisl, July 1, 1935, p. 18; July 3, 1935,

pe 23 Editorial, July 5, 1935, p. 12; Editoriesl, August 31,
1935, %& 12; December 8, 1935, p. 47; December 11, 1935

p. 53 Editorisl, December 12, 1935, ps 24 February 9, 1936,
ope 1, 32, & 33.
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he began his exlstence smong the Indisns. He had indeed
risen high in the nation'® esteca before coming to rest
permanently in his home to'n.n‘z

W2ye11n, DAB, XXII, &
upplement 2, 136; The New York
Times, Februsry 9, 1036, ppe 1, 32, & 33. . -
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