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or Curtis letters.3 The Kansas HIstorical Society bae eent 

o uounoI1 Grove. Kansas, to for~ part 

- - a one Curtis lettOl,-. 

Curtis ••• not noted for Sneech-m.king priur to 1928 nor did 

he otten have hi. name attached to lCRislative enactments) 

hence. those sources yield feW tacta. Newspaper account. 

t suf.fIce 1ri moat instanoes.•. This means, of cours e, that 

contemDorary Bourcoa of hds early lI!e are nraetlcslly nOn. 

istent. Professor Malin atatos that "ver7 l1ttle reliable 

tlable about the Curtis ramI~,. connec­

tions or the 8Dellin~ ot names. not even Charles and Dolly 
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1863.24 The onl~ M!!le tor her 1n these account. 18 the name 

e aCQuired throw:h B later remarr18y.e, Mrs. Rachel Hetch.2S 

Oren Curtis rais ed IJ company ot m11itia in August, 

1863, which he cor:Ir.1and8d tor II sbort t1me.26 In the fall 

11 

IS well .e the older CbBrl~••22 Ellen Pappen Cur'tl. dl eel in 

ril, 1863, when Cherle! W88 three veara 01d.23 Curt1. 

srrled end divorced another wite, possibly within the year 

t 

as 
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per rnon1;l:1 oOd. ten per e S Wei a 

eat amount of money r •.~ ot the:r act that Curti 

t his earnings mil de him B'omFl.-
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was slxteen y trect to r 1n th 

comi~ winter.64 d .ot to
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haok.79 Wh1to flald It was the dut" or Curtis to soll 
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S T'OLI'rICAL 

"Pro~islnl'l 

tis did not wasto timo in ut':'li1!:lng hls political 

contacts ot bBck-drlv1nn d~yo, nor did he hesitato to exosnd 

this bo~inninr.. His nome hl)d boco~c known when he rOde race 

to know Dolit101ans ae B cob driver. tie 

ie pcqualntBnce by 9Jpearina in justice COt~t; ne 

ven added to hiD friandDhlps when collecting billa. l Curtis 

cnt straight :from tho triumph of admltton,ce to the bar into 

olltlcs2 os woll as into prlvcte l-sw nractIce. IUs first 

direct participation in politics was to join 9 nopubl1con 

club. A co~on form or Dollt1cal de~onBtra 

the procession, snd Curtis JOine~ thO marchers. 110 

comnlete interest in Dolltics to work, not ss sn 

orotoX', but 08 9 liatencr. ne knew how his nrecinct would 

_lvon ballot1n3. Soon he hod ~i~118r knowledge of 

is \"1erd ond thon 01' the entire c1 tv o:t' Topeka it To do- tOl, 

ttern that wes to become eo familiar: he 

I~ ., ...·vc.uu'''', 
- an. 
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lttlo, 110tened muoh. snd ~odo perQ8nent 

oint to cake the acquaintance of 

loped in basic ro 

quee t:u:it \'fere t c fore. the rurws of' hiS 

l1tlcal ~odd&r.3 

• ~. vuu~~~ recorda that Curtis's decision to 

or~loc in lo~4 USB oonnoctcQ to ascwning a pivotsl rolo cnd 

BUrDl'ls1ngly precoc1ou2I politiool performsnce at G 

tiona 

. - . . . .. . 
n 

s prohlb1t1on. In 

1879 the lcc;:lalaturo of !Conaa8 hod 8u·.l:n1ttod to the voters 

a ConStiltutlonal oillondcellt that read: "The manufactur.e end 

10 of 1ntcxlcetlng liquors oball be forever pl"oh1b1tcd in 

this Dtnte, except for medicsl, sciontific, ond ~eche~lc91 

1 
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ODCa. n Tho 8rncnUmcn1; wes o""provcd.'? In lDOl the 

lOGislature imple...'1.entAd tho ozr:antbent wi th an onfo.rcement 

flCt.6 Seitz olo1med that ~roh1 

"the 5hootln~~ dr1nk~nr cowbovs had beco~c Q curse and ~ne 

te~ helf of the ntste detor~nod to sta~p out 

tho l1quor tr~ffic."1 Her-ar<1less of illo'tlvce I'or p 

the low. it wos not eos11Y enforced. In BOO.noe CountY' 

lone therc ex1otod some hundred-odd saloons and kindred 

stobl1sbillents in l8Ah. 8 The liquor 1nterests hoped for 

eol. "Curtis's fir.:l was retaIned by them s't the rate of 

';JOD 9 :uonth, whether there were cases to trY or not. 
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~. u. vnopmSD* Tne UODroorn LnQep~nQent. ~ul- ~ 

lq~,	 P. q, Cl1001nA rlIG: 

lOA _
~VII (August, 1929), 1.llO.
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12 .. _____ . , XVII (Aurust,... -~ -~ 

tz, Teepeo to Co?1tsl, 

1929), Lt 1v• 

p. 1.53. 
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O~ the co~~ml1ty to work for the defeat of Curtis ~nd ~he 

··lect1oz1 of the ")rohibjtion condld'otc. In whet "as to 

~ r0.:111.1er uurtlO '!lBlU'"lcr, no l.lorsonall:.v contacted 

tuallv OVLr7 voter: however. his opponents did alse. lila 

cal ndvE>roBrles ll'I9de i'ssues of the Jookey and osh­

iMc!: Sll a 

- ­ -

, U 1;;1 fl u"" .... ,,0;: u.a.u '=I~VVVCII".Y \"I ... rOSU\:T.11Ss1on. 14JlU.l\"lW'U 

son to bol1~ve the woret about 

urtls; ospocislly woro thoy cortoin that big eleot1on VlO 

ot br1ng the mo~e atr~ncent enrorC6~ent of prohibition tbat 

thelr me in d6~nd. The voters c 
..... 

launohed him UDon a corcor of orf1ce-holding that wae to be 

lrtual1v hda 8016 ~olovmont for 11~e.16 

~D had estob11shcd t 

te'! whwebv the ooloon-keoncre would be broueht into 

y :101l'tn or so. Tnoy ~ou~d plcQ~ ~ul1tv on one 

count of i~lc~811v vend~ liQuor, Dav the 

-
'"' 14E • B, Chop-nan, ~. Der)rborn Independent J July 2.'1' 

" ':>. 9, 

( I, 
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40 
taot the "dryQ town that It wa2 bY 1a••26 He bad closed 

elRhtv-ei~bt Is100ns In the first thirty davs.27 

In 1886 Curtis was%'ee1ectcd J baoked thls time by t 

opposed hie first candidecv. HIs 0 

came rrom the _101nt-keeDers he had jalled. 

record of law enforce:nent 1n TOl)eka, and hIe youth and 

eouraae, had brought statewide reoo~lt1on.2 

.. Oity Star. December 7,. 1924, C11pt>1
tl1e. 

~?_- ­ -
True and Falso, p. 1531 Seltz, 

Toepeo ~ C.pital, p. 154. -­
-"0_ 

7, 1924, CllpP1
tile. 
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3Ib1d., p. 17ve-

1n political stature duri~ the decade 

f the 1880's fo~ ~eason8 besides his perto~mlnoe •• county 

.ttornev. Curtis was 8 nhand-ohaker" snd a ·p.l8ve~er.n He 

ees e4 • oe~1tlcal personality that drew m.en to hili sup.. 

port and held the~. Heremeabered thG names or men 

11 over hie home countv.2 H 

riends in Horth TepQka.~ On 

the othor hand. n as he rOS6 in Kansas nolitics, hi8 mer 

e t 

deteat, referred to him 88 'the Injun,' 

or be1n2 sarcastIc, -the Noble Red Man of the 
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42 
~or short-, 'to' ,,,4 The next step for Clrtia was to try ,eor 

the Comuoeseionsl nOll1inatlon. 

the YOar8 immcdiate~T after ,1889 Curtis kept bUSy 

ith Do1itlcs. It DeemB certain tba t he had his ambition 

11 aimed at the ooWU'"esaIonal nomination. He ••• 

active 88 8 speaker throughout the Fourth Congressional 

1etrict.5 -Each rall he cam1)8i~ned tor the Reoubllc8n 

rty. And', juet 88 he always hid during the 1880' e, h 

eared ot oitV' and county oonvention. and political ~8ther-

of rlrmers 

he had mot in the past and hod re;nembered. 
# 

1118:4 Allen WhIte described the Curtis of those 

thuel­

- -

. 
'8 

1111 11 ena 

,t;~aor8a.o, --a '1"0 epape who 18 
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t he was, 

Harrison 
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atea to t 

atel!l and h 

he R 

na1da 
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House ~t Representat1vea. 9 

etion of 18qO Ourtil 

Y' he ant;1c1psted the fllct 

'Ilea go 1ng to De V1.C­

• to "];lethe!' 8 Ourti. 

e81e in fevor of the Reoun­

vote, 36 to 31. 

d 8 

t 

t 

ar COMr 

rac~. 

ve tl 

, Alliance 

Cue 

t 

r 

e t 

til 

,r to 

.. 

• 

that 

or10ua.10 One oan 

COll: 

candi 

and !!e 

11e 

or b811oti~, but lost bY 0 

defeat to betrayal by 0 

poured h11 wra~n UDon 

vcntion. And in tne same br 

he pledged to support 

Kellev of Olage Coun' 

at the District eonv 

1'1100;0, 
Co1l 
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45 
that Curtis W88 elected to the Houe. 

of Rsnres&ntatlvoB -where he wss to remain until 1901.11 

llcan8 nominatod him at the Fourth Di8trlct convention 

8 held in the opera house stEmperIa.12 Actusll 

obtaI - -

- - - r they were skeptical of 

the chances of their party that year. Arter ell, John G. 

Otis. 8 Ponull.t snd 8 fermer. had won the Fourth District 

election 1n 1890. 13 There was Bound re••on1ng behind R~ub-

11c8n pas s1m1altt. In the year 1892 XSnsas give ita electorll 

to Weaver who attracted much or the ,normal RepublIcan 

vote, end the preeIuauu.Y wvu" \lU U"ruv~ \I.LI:IVCl.J.lIllU •• .uemo... 

crat.14 

that year were Populists, 08 .IS the Bovcrnor and the at.t. 

1ate.1S 
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file. 

l1es. .t18 Deceme DereonsJ.J..v aCQuel..ntiea '61 tin S8 m.anv 01" ~he 

ters in tho Fourth Distriot 88 he could possibly ~eQt.l7 

It wss th~t yeer that be began ~18 geographic file of" voter. 

1n his district. Be ~de a list ror oach town8hip, plec1 

n 11; ~he carerull~ memor1zed names of voters and, at the 

'ssme time, associating names and faces. It .1. of 'tr~en<1oU8 

value for a politician to be sble to add a personal touch 

letter or to be able to csll votere of 8 RIven town8hlp D1' 

Indian ble 
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t had been reschc'd thet ••s to be the source of 

tlon. The Leland group later claim.ed" that tine 

• and that it W88 s!aned bv -D. A. lmlvene 

_.~--

~ 
orton for Curtis and by Lelond and an 

8590ciete tor the Ourtlb oppoeltloh. 'l'h& torosot the e 

,t were that Curtis ,,-ould be r.lven the. nomination in ltl9/jJ 

in retWtnj hellQuJ.d retiro to support the L&lliid oandldetv, 

!tsoertD:LneCl • .hath 

- onoen't 1;0 Ute so-c8.11ed norton sA:ree:nen.t.30 
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Coburn, the Kaos88 State Seoretar 

dec11uuIoL u ...u:r GJ,I'PV,4,UUUU;U.1U. 

n ~he LOR18~8~ure me~ 1n January or 1907 ther 

re s nUlJ1t)or 01' csnClldstes. In add1tion to Curtis, W. R. 

Stubbe. Joseph L. Bristow, P. P. Ca~pbell, Victor Uurdock, 

DBa - - -

Furthermore, Benson wae quite eager to return to \'1ash1Mton. 9 

e political air was further cloud 

!nat "railroad 3QIla~ors" becau, 
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• seat10i.ted.

b8r~81n of tour ~esrB prevlous1~. it took tive 

or uur~lS to overcome tne ror~Q8ble 1 

opponon1is .1.1 ·The progressive faction had no dittlcultY' 

exnlalning his success. White sald the ralIros 

us up 1n short oraer•.. ]2 Ourtis was electoQ t'or 

the p~alnd.or or Burton's term, end tor the r~u.lsr 

follow1ng.l) It hss be-en said that Curtis was the f1ra 

tlve of Kansas to serve in the Senate.14 He took his seet 

the Senate January 29, 1907. havI1lB secured olection 0 

Januarv 23­ HIs first oom:dttee assignment W88 to the Com­

stes, 8 ~roup that 
..... 

no work t'o do and never 
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C8nalC18te receIVIng tne nlGllest number 

jorlty of state leR1s1ativo distrlctl. 16 The 

progressIve 1"sctlon of William Allen White advocated W. R. 

tubbe for the Republican nominatlon. 17 Curtis rece1.ve<l I 

1,200 vote plur9~lty 1n the pr1mary electluu, 

legial.ttve districts. 

also won wIthout 

- - Due to 

Renublican party the DeQOcrate controll 

t·thelr candidate, Willto~ ,~. Thompson, 1n the Senate. 

t credits much ot this to t~ voting of Cur't18 8aher­

, g~v~t.).u or wnol'll "kni.fed and SCl'et abed" to de.feat 

tUbbs. 18 

"tL ___ 

otv. 

Howover, he ran 
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'deoidedlY proud ot the tact. ,21 However, by 19Ut. Curti' 

waB able to melee tt1e perty Spllt IIV.nL &lU .lU.i:l Uu.V.l.u.a~lI;l. -
t time the progressive 'Qov~ent 1I'e:3 dying in KaMas. snd 

Curtis made the f'laht agaInst progt'es~lvc Bristow Who was 

1ect.:1ou. 

- dtr the Repub11es'n banner" 

tv. William Allen,White ur~ed 
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, po~1ed 116,755 vot6s. 24 After his victory in 1914 

I!t Senate s est J 
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.ve 1'&8 full SUl)Port 

reaot1on end sesrch 1'01" the old ' 

e t<.enuD11osn 'Dart" 'S1reot the election on both t.he 
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• .u.v Uoti 08" 

7,072 to l'70.Wl3.25 uome observers co 
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o :L"Qction 
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, 
- - - - - -

I]) 

- - - - .­ - - ce 
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.37 In the eleotion 0 r tha,t year Curti 

Ct:tV8 cao'D81p'nor. for Charles Ev.ne Hughes wblOJl, or course, 
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1.38 \Then W8It CRee, Curtis and Ksns8IU1 In 

era1 eupported the war, pre-war pscltIc1 

ottllth8tandlMe or oourse, as Henry Cabot Lod~e'. assIstant 

floor loader. Curtis just 88 staunchlY' o'Dposed Wilson's 

Le.~ue or WatI4~.39 

Curti.!, a oan of few words, was an earlY' advocate ot 

limited debate in the Senate. In 1917 he end hIs like-mind 
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to nay 

tiM in the "smoko-:f1ll5d room" that followed was able 

independently of the will of the oonvention to pick 8 pres,l­

tisl oandidato. it can be safely eoid that to tho deszr 

to whioh this group nas 8bl~ to inrluenc~ th~ nO~Qtlon ot 

ratnn, Curtis shared 1n tho very decision and servod tslth­

11y on party errands in an effort to effect the will of 

the ~roup .&+5 On Snturdey .'"1orning Kansas led the stampede 

18 

e Tour were Curtis, Senator Fronk Brandegeo of Connecticut, 

Senstor llenrY Cabot Lod~e of UBasachusetts, and Geo 

rvev.~3 After -dinner this ~roun 9~reed that tho deadlock 

s honelee~. and discuaeed cOCDrO~8e candidstoa. 
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11e Curtis W88 not involved in the llsrd1nr. fI candela, h 

slso kept hio poooc when those began to come to light; 

not the type to disturb the tranquility ot the psrty D1 

press1ng ror investigation. TPe nearest recorded connectIon 

tween Curtis Ind nsrdln~ .as that ot close frienas rrom 

at 
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lls ~r8nt1DJ:t pensions to soldiere and 8oldlers' widon_, 

introduced bY' him became 18W."51 

or course, Curtis wss an avid supporter of all 

le~ie18tion he deemed b&nstlc181 to Kansas fermera. 

57C.ppe~, The Topeka Dally Canlta1, August B, 1926,
• 5n. 

SVCappel", The Topeko Dei1I OapIta1, August 8, 1926, 
p. 5B. 
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Seltz also extolled Curtis as 8 champion oreoono 

rnmon~, 9 uscr~ political virtue at any tIme, 8 

part1cularly popular in the Coo11dR~ administratIon. Seltz 

asserted: "It has boen f1gurod that by reason of bills snd 

8men~mOn~! started by Senator Ourtis, 

d ovor 183,000,000. ,.64 Capper stated that Curt1s W8S 

8n early advocate 01" the bUdget systO:1 end of s ending ell 

10n bills to one Senate coomlttee to avoid dupll­

t e ann%"oprls t ions • The samo friendlY Senator listed 

Curtis's achIevement! the introduotion or on amendDent that 

allowod the Presldent to consolidato oustoms districts and, 

ss a rosult C350,ooo was saved annually tro~ the tIme of Its 

passaRo.oS 

Dur1nt! hig Sftnote caro"or then it ceo be said that 

CurtIs ROn01'811Y baoked 'DrohibIt1on, women's rights, the 

1'1 
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, unU, ~·UJ., supploaent 2, 13v.-
73 i fuito, Calvin Coolid,.c, D. 1,~. 



..~ 

t.77 

inclall, " 

till 0 

o did 

trinity 

ost 

• 

.prehenalve 

halt 

c1 

• 

Curti. t 

o 

cone ervat1 

proteotive taritr, en' 

92 

lee of the or':8nlz8tion: 

eat national t 

10 

on the floors of 

he sole oontribution 

: 'Mr., Prosident, I 

• PresIdent, I aSk 8 

to a point of order.' 

now GdJourn.,75 Ano 

lIe Curti 

--a lesQer 

llah much.7 

e wall a politIcian 't.D1"O 

a8 

"to 

thle 

t contrib 

hete 

74Ib1d •-
7~o 

(Rew York: no""":'~-"'\A .n. _ ~l.UiI"'" ""'71{;. v I. 101. .a.:;u•• 

7~", lI_ 'V..._l, "'._~ June 16, 1C]i:!O, p. J •, 
77unlin, DAB, XXII, supplemont 2, 136.-

Curtis 

not to economio thou~t wnl1e stand 

Conez-esa .74 One a ccount hint cd t 

onsisted or 



• o 'f tOl~U cl 8 Jl I
 

Z6t ..t ~ U~ 'E) 80 ur t 

(6
 



t,II (Az,Ch1e~," 4_ ........ 

• 
2 

1929) , 



oover 

.. 
1f 

1 

i 

the nomination 

'P\",. ..an II) 

in 

.... om th 

ep 

I1'nTOt:.h~mnrc, 1 t 

2. 

1 

1 

sua e;' (1) h. 

AllttA..-n politician; a 

log1elatlve branch 

old th e ol'fice.4 

tl 

II 

a 

vatlvea. 

t 

1 

18 

o 

o 

o 

c1-lnnll:lA 

erl'l8p 

te.3 ACcnrQ1llU' 

th 

CUUU.J.UII 

Curti 

sa 

sr 

t 

ti 

Ith 8 

___=" -....U"I. .... U ....."'".p;." 

to 

or 

in 1920, 

zu.... gg t'l~ t 

r 

nu, 

te, 

r 

In October, 1921, after Co 

tstement that 

nOm.1nstl 

102l' 

r 

W8 

One oritic 

(2 ) 

apl!! Curtis 

t 

of 

8 tr 

R 



6 

compromise oandidate. Moreover, it wes asserted that Curtil 

oould enhance his potential as Q candida 

race ror the Presidential 

nOm1nS~lon. 'l'ne same crltlc aoes not accuse Curti. of over­

estimatin~ hie own sbllltl·ea in announcimt his candidacy. 

that It was 8nDarent to everyou..., 

, that tho occupaDcy of the WhIte House by 

iocrlty wsa not at that 

t inc e det er:rent to becoming ·Pres Id ent • 

Curtis '8 et about S oouring the nomination in s 

cal aod traditIonal manner. He wroto lettors to politicsl 

leaders allover the country. He oponed Ou:rtie hosdqusrters 

varlOUo states ~ lIe joIned the in!crmB 1 coa·lition 

om tor Hoover. 

Hoover, he said publlc,ly and privately, would 

-

• hopeless burden" upon 
.I
 

is became the tavo:rlte ilion condidate of Kansas.
 

d been known bv many 88 early aa Sept~.w&.I'Q~-, 

1927, that Curtis weuld probably soek the Domination.7 
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110n would oontrol t 

Pennsylvania de~ogation snd possibly largely control tne 

convention. His arrival wes eagerly awaIted. But someth 

penea on the train trip to change that. Upon arrivel 

"'1111a:'ll S. Vere spoke tor the Pennsylvania deleaation and 

stated that e majority of the delegation's votes would go to 

oover. UOon Mollon's m.otion at the delegation caucus It 

was decided to cast the State's vote for 110over. '1'h.1B prac­

tically ended the hopes of all Dtbor candidates and the 

other state leaders hurr~ed to 8e~ on ~ne l100ver Dana.wagon. 

Attemots to start booms around other candidates died Quickly. 

nr of the candidates were cOJ:I!D:itted to Hoover bv ore­

oover '. Machine had been very efficient 

8 strong prO-Hoover elenent.2 

J. N. Tlnchcl' of Hutchinson put Curti! 'a name in 

tlon.25 But Curtis could not _ke & show of it. 

over .as nominated Thursday, June 14, on the first ballot. 
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e receiv 37 vot •26 t steris or acclaim for 

Roover do turned to t ..1 ion or 
a vic resident. At firat C a declined to eonuJ.Q«U' 

feeler e put out to ab orrice. Ot •
 
WhO we%'e in tho rWU.lJJJ.g cond-place spot on t 

ballot were A. P. or J4a88Cl us s, •• s. 

o ot Missouri, • Tilson of 

Con.l'1 Q~'U.~.UI;[,,; Horman L. ern, and rl 

G. D t 1oW] proposals were mede all 

Curt to accept that when the 

Roov ost no 

oppo to tter 

or his principle of llcan 8 uld be 

qualified Curtis 

icted 

that th .t o 8polo~lze oover if he we. 

nOmlnsted. 

•• 

27 -W'··d ..... g&~ .kip. ·...,1.g ..,vv~... 



-- :r' ~u; 6e1t"z, Teepee iQ. Oap1tel. pp. 203­
207. 

2C)n ___ .. - ... "".a .. _ ..- n A £:an Who Muat Dine 
r- HIs Country," ~ ~~ Times, Uerch 15'. 1931. sec. V, 

p.	 6. .­

30Seh1'1ttalesaer, !h!!. !!!.!. liQ.r~81c.Y. P. 2u.'7' 
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The general outcome ot the 1928 csmpa.1gn ond election 

so :rImous tbst it need not be recounted here except in a 

Irsl ••y. It 1s oft en e aid tha t BOOV$}" om Curt111 had 

little to do in the way .of serious campalgnlM • Al Smlt 

..as on the defcnJ!Ilve from the start end the weight of the 

camp.s 19n r ell to him. While tble. may be an overstatement, 

It is not difficult to 8gr~e tbst neither pert,. c 

In ~l'le real and ~r8ve n"tlon8~ iseueI.3l 

till caused hl~ own little ripple in the 1 

t l)la~ed such S 'Dl'ominent Dart 1n the lc}2u "'.W.Uot1....KD. 

1 

~ 

31Ibid. , • 256-257. -
32"60 lie, ftp

OIL (July 11. 

Curtis, found himself I1t6I'sllv torced to tako up public 

• 06.1.1. l.MlI~ag uc ua.... UliJUClKogu, to base his campo1 

It W88 not-
this IJ'D oeches- ware nlatitudinous and rcpet1tloLU:l. 



Curtis msde appearanoes both .from train platforms S!1C1 • 

1.raG indoor gatheringe. He made use of the emotionsl value 

, banda, D danoing Indian princesa, Bnd hand­

bIG. A critic made particular note ot-

ving become exeop"ereteCl Wi tih e heCk.lerWhoSe Quell-

ions would not be stilled b1 Curtis's answers. It waa 

'''00 

hapa it 

csmpa1gl1e A all 

i e 

ru11 

t than 

it did had C 

Curti! .aa faood with 8 dilemms, l~edistelv unon hi. 

i ked 

that lnaugurs to 

s role, 0 rat! • 
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4-crhe New York Times. March 5, 1929. P. ll. included 
the text onurtls ta spoech; Gann, 

• 105-106. 
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the issue.~ The in.8wtU1'sl parade was a rain-sosked :ride 

In o'Oon oars. Dollv aocomPanied bar brother on the r1d". 

ThIs 

for widower Curtis \!blch he bad announced to Wash1 

oel ety.Lf.3 

Curtia moved into a 8'O.e018113 created suite of of1'lcea 

- • .a.ugag .I.-U~ "l;U-lg w ...."'u uutt 

in 80'DOlntment. much :U.nh1:er. and much room~er than those 

oh D,.es had occupied. Curtis had deco~~tcd it nth / 
Indian mementos and favorable oartoon culcoturea of h1.t:lselt- . 

a8 an Indlan. One wr1t~r~mB:rke~ t!hat it was I!tartllng to 

enter a modarn offlce and tind Indlane lourul.1ruz around the 

prem1I1C8. 911 theY were on tho particular da" that 

vt.lted CurtIs. It W08 reputedtbat Curtis )cept his office 

ODen to eVEl.rvone more of' the time than almost anyone ell e 

in V/sllh1ngton. He otten stressed his. desire not to fi8cape 

the nubIle, iii 

eleome all V4U.~Uol.·a. 
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UeDublican rloor leader. ~e· did not orten cake the news 

is official governmontal capacity_ It was 

oted on several OCC88~Op.s that 8S ~El8id1ng officer he made 

rtain interpretations of S~te rulos. Senator N01Tls, 

author of' 8 rOlolution tor a lame-duck amendment to the 

Constitution which the Senate bad passed five time! •. 

e or ttenre.entetlvcs bad killed five times, denoUllced 

leadershIp ot the House for d slaying the pa8i8~e of t 
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NiCholas Lonaworth bv the ... ....L ......-a ..-y <3'" ... .LVU v • IIllQ W 1-' QaA ~•• 
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bout the Houe f.) in that mil nner. {,~t;18 ~11Old that 

COU~d use the1r discret1on. The compls1irlng Sen8tor 

jected that that waa no rule. Curtis snapped beck, "I'll 

it a rule. lt He direoted Norris to proceed. Later 

r LOnP.Worth ru lea 0 l10US e Cleml)Or OUt 01" oraer ror 

It6merks about tho Sonato, aMounclM. that 
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s. Geor~e H. Moses, wife of the President pro 

tempore of the Senate. However, the speculation bv report 

thet"Genn would abandon her intention of serving 81 ottieial 

Vice President proved to be un!'oUhdod. 77 

t "as the dispute concernirm the seating rank 

D-ollv ot the dinners at WashiMton soole1:;1 

thot occupied tho wagg1nB tongues of tho oapital -
Q little ridicule ond laughter at the expense of 

resident and hIe fS.!1ily. Even though Dol11 had 

tho officIal hostess for Curtis since hil 

he state Deosrtment announoed. late 1.n :.f8rcu, 

1929, that in accordanoe wi tb 8 ruling made by out-I'""oi 

retery or State Kellogg, Mrs. GaDn woul.d be seated belo.. 

embassador's wivee Instead ot second only to Mrs. Hoover al 

ad exoected to do 88 the ofticlel hastes! of the second 

ial In the United St8tel.7 

Curtis mode 8 formal 'DI'otOl!t to the newlv 8'DDOint.ed Secretary 

or ~t8tO. Benrv L. Stlm8on.79 Washington hoateseee took the 
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,p rrom the "bonus arlllY" of about one-hundred .a. 
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