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1951 

,V\4.&. ......VIlI. 

States. 

field, Mias1 

Unit 

POD 1tJ.I1l 
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.vernment. 

J.aue 

'1 

nlllhAn township government 

L 

1 eakneeses 

wOlle 1 

1n"ban townablp form of 

, 



needed,,t 

ItOvernmont .• 

...............__ Township (Lawre ansa.: 
niver ~f GOY8tm.ment Resea , 1950),
7 J)J). 
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................·+.h. 

o• 
are 

com:mmi 

in ,shape. Tbe 

ot about 25 to 30 sQuare m.lles. 

siated ot a 

the population ot Hew llingl.ana. grew. 

tormed and were 

was 1rre~ar 

the landscQ-oe and 

h hip 

a~iatratlve purpoeeg. 

extent t 

diftera tr 

in the Un1ted States in that It 1s smal.ler ai1d more irre,:tular 

town 1ft lin Ennana 18 an un1ncor-owated area 

In the be'l1nninR it con.. 

compaot settlement around a ohurch or tort. AS 

new commun1.1j1eS wer 

set ott as new towns. T118 :N ew EngJ.ana Town 

1n snape necauee 1t followed the teatures ot 

vas most commonl,. the 'Droduet ot an 

bont ls 

that it 1 rr1tory and per. 

torms rural and • opulated 

generally carried on bY' 

"''''·''''''''1 

!lew -
c1t1,es al mwu.al' C tera. 

arese the town haa a oenter which f. not separatelY' 

incorporated llke it d in 0 ts of the Unite 

• Lancaster 8 U' rural 8Jll 

urban parts ot t I 

to 
ot 

"'Lancaster. 5 7.• 

1 
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me whole.;' 

the town a vital unit ot local government. 6 

in contrast to the township whioh has loat many 

functions ~d 

the eoun'tr'1. Because 

its 1mDor1;anCQ ... "'...

ra41tlonal town government 

tor its pure demooracy. 

tina was a 

• A!of V--.D 

-
town worked together In the Bolving ot community pl"oblu~. 

otoll villag 

the county in other par 

esooDl!libillt7 or the town in 

Its larll8 number o.t functions bas helped to 

Th1s ia 

or its 

la ot deoli~8 importance in most parts ot 

~he t;own perrorms 80 many runc '1; long I 

""A.a........ .,r.&.L-V .1;,101 ~Q'" v'liJ;L-" • .oI.&J,.
 

~, probably been most 

In times pdt the annual 

social and political event at great 

IoIIoVV ... .&..UP'> the budget I 'Cues:, ana. pro 

ters. All t 

TodD' the altuatlon has ohangedsODlewhat and most t 

overnments are run 1w elected representatives. Thi.s 

In town government has resulted t~om the industrial.-

ization ot society whleb brOl.lv.ht into New Enaland a larg, 

d hetero~eneoUB population. 'he Hew ErlP:land Town with
 

ts tradition at democracy bas had a great influence
 

SIbld., p. 37.-
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tOWmUl1.p;, e 

32. 

..."'ft"'" D 1 

c s 

1 • 

.ntommce. , 
eradication, :fir 

or townships 4. 

·+..,. ...·t 

tee Me general supe.rintendence over the propezotT and 

irs ot the town8b1~. He bas elee~1on aU~1es ano serv 

clerk 1 

or the recorda of the townshiD. It 18 his job to 

ot the board meetings and make reports to tb 

.uu ""'..,u-.......~ "...-gaDw.t.-g...-, "UJ bi. titl•
 
d1cate, haa a number ot t1~cal responslb111tiQDe 

K, • 
Toneka, 

lJDr , • 35. 
P. 2. 
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nlarg:ed 

here is 

t 

to 

ioal unit. 

there are 

do not 

olllDl1.saioners and its areas are seldom cbanged. 'rb. 

onn'eaaional tOlfD..Shi1). on the other band, is not a polit-

It vas established in the original survey of the 

Ubllc domain .... ' Aa mentioned earlier. the oon~esaional 

township 18 usually a block ot lana. SU Dl1l.ea square. 

The clv1l townshlp, ot the two types discussed. would 

ore nearl., be a natural &rea because Its boundar'les would 

be D&rtlally a.etierm1nea bY ~-u. ""U.CUlllU.l"'-U.... ,,-' 

Metrop~lltan townships. Although the townsbip 1 

iDQ)ortant cbiefly tor rural problems and rural government. 

townships 1n metroDolitan areas "hich are faced 

with distInctly city Drobl • townships ve• 
ers with wbich o'l'ern their 8. hen 

traditional township ,rnment 18 ot In this study, 

.etropo11t 'I' t • hi' 1s not includ T e• 
s ot townshl e a relatively 

recent develoDment. 

Crit1ci~ of traditional township sovernment. 

n tor amount ot c:ritlci ot 

hlp government at the Dr township• 
a slMle tunct·lon. 0' ot 

s no't b a conatltuwexist only because 

pt o b Ish tb ..• eral at ell10na1 

...._u........ Government, 3• " 
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bave made an attempt to abolish townships and in at least 

one case the atte~t was successful. Bovevel·, the el.LUlUl•• 

tion ot townsbiDs by constitutional amenWnent is a 

process. Tile townahlD officers are an interest g,rOU'D whic 

• such a cbange•. They argue that townships are t 

t ot local 8elt-~overnment. In this connection it 

hoUld be mentioned that 2$ sto:te 

11 other states never gave them any import 
The townsbln baa been weakened a «rest deal by 

incorporation ot Cities and by the use ot special benefit 

distriots. Furthermore, it does OQt appear 11k:ely tha.t 

tawnlhlps will regain their lost function•• In Government 

!!!. Rural AmerIca La!1cuter 81;ate81 

t atis 18 t. 

h tovnahlp t 

been changed the county t 1'0 t Acea n• 

A.IaIl.c&uter, p. 67. 

r ish ,• 97; 
• 141 



fiUUPD.Let 

21Ander80n, p. 3. 
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~u.v }lU.f'~CI."~U,1I .&.UU~-g.Dg .;Lv...• nlSs10n 'xownSJ31p•
 
,000. ~ .. 0&. ... ..-. tL.-.. __ 'L..,I_ 

overnment had been adequate before -
, it was apl)arent that the 181'~8r number at 

11'1' -

Oyg...·~QU"CI... ~ \,U,lV ".LU,IIIl1. 

lous prob1om resulted from. the tact 

township bad the population ot a metropo11tan area, but 1~a 

deel

se1itled rural oommunl1iy. M08'O or 'tne J.aW8 unCler 

18s10n Townshin was 'o:oel"atlng at th1s time had been writt 

nearly a hunareQ years betore. Some recent Kansas 

legislation bad helped the situation somewhat, but n~ 

fundamental changes were made. Basically in 

Township was operating under lavs passed tor sperse1y 

tled rural areas. In a personal 1rlterview Mr. RcCool 

said the tradltlona1 township government was desl~ed tor 

orse and buggy days.~ 

Poou1atlon lilrowtb wall oausing man,- different kinas 

In 1952 considerat1on had to• 
o the rormat1on or new VO'tlM precincts•. The votuu~ pon

ulatlon in Mission TOWDShl0 oreclncta bad ~own beyond t~ 

2 it cCool, June 16, 19$7. 
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in 

or 
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serious, v 

11' own, 

OD.LeDl ot trash 

r Detter Dollc8 

1ncornorat 

u1t 

'II' rlUll\ IIhip 

was co 

11 

eXaDlDlg, 

artmenta 

• 

Law ot 1949 that allow 

Isoos81 aite.4 

ginn1ng to ar1se. 

" 

to 

5 A aerioue PI't. 

1,. developing. KiBSloD TOlmShi' 

1 was originally built 

'1'. 1.9~~ tnere w 
6 Tbe sewage disposal plant• 

e was 

cegl.IUlUl.~ t 

township 

t wi 

in 

e 

Banaaa Statutes.) 

hames, 

o b 

Beve:D' D 

Suburban Water CODID8nY DroD088d a 

1,. 1949, the 

t 

d1sp 

partiallY alleviated 

the townahln board t 

County Bera~d, (OYerland Park, Kansas),
January 31. 1952. 

Cor: 
.1' - ~ -

son ooun'ty lleral.Q. January 20, 1949. 

ruary 22, 1951. 

District Court tor aettl 

11m1t eet by 

1 

to contI" 

protecti 

cit 

Oit 

reSDec~ ~o sewera was r 
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1948-1952 M1D.~un 

comcunity adequatol~. 
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c 

townsb1P. 

(1 

Uli10DS. 

".1'OVDS1l1P.1 

b 

o 

township. 

I 

ur.~ag. r 

township treasurer mant10ned 
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decaae.7. 

.5 
1nt i r 

318. 
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11 __o 1950. 

laaion TOWnsb 

of those 

changel!l1950. 
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scWlsed.been 

l"1.4.aa~Un Township. 
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IPnn1"Atl 
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or 

erll.ll.

Issued 

ot 

liownah1p 

,we 

1 

tunct 

159.6 

tb 

ealt 

L&T'"lZft number 

t these 

d received the 

truction oos til in the 
16to 69,SOO,OOO. 

otlon wIth 

disDollal taol11tl 

rl 

or 

i'8 

t 

ot les8 ~o~tant 

1".." 

TOWDsh!C. 0 

created 

~uug tOwn8n1~ r 

Township un.mil T 

II 

net"mfts, 

n~ts lt lsaued. Dur1n2 1 

16Jolmaon Oo~tl Herald, January 

1rio do 

I3DCU1BGI5 amounted to lIeveral hnnd~fld 

township tor 

All 

durin 

1 

district. 

ot 

Y grouP. 

buill 

1,025 bul1d 

election 

r 

rvlce to 11 ])rovld 

13, 1949. 
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• 
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1et 

1 

township 

d 

orDorationa. 

Ca.UJ.~a 

• 

t 

C1t.-

111 

n'f'oi';oftt 

......-.... .. 

'. 

• 

,Ugae 

J 

tues. 

1 

7 

• 

oOr'PorQte4, 

p:ronmetv 

utlA61:1, 

1DmOI't 

ownsh1P.• 

above...mentlon~cL1"unct1onB WAY'A """''''w" 

n~~D~OD Township Budgot. 

,~ u County Herald, August 11, 1'7&+7 • 

n1' 

1 

expenses. 
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.ervlce. coat money and should b~ made available only when 

itiz are vill t y r th , (3) ncour ,4 

the use at the benefIt dIstrict idea to benetit areas that 

tedaervices t desired by the t hip at larp;,e. 

he legi.lat1ve c de number of 

.ug~estlon. about the l' era they desired tor 

i •• ion Tovnahl0. They t a tlv er township 

&rCl which would have the author1ty to choole its 0 

off1cers.An 1111D0rtant part or the plan was the hiring or 
a t.ownship gel' WhO would r ...i8e t business 01' the 

township and have t ower to hire other town'hip help. 

he coDmdtt thouaht it desirable for t township to bave 

oontrol ot the sewers within its bOUD ies. Accord.in~ to 

the plan of the legislative c ttee, .tinal zonin 

authorlty was t tr terred trom t county COmm!8

lionera to the Mil.io d. To give the 

township more local eon 1 the Pemberton Committee want 

Milslon Township to have power to pa•• streets, build 

aidewalk.s, 18s'ue bonds, create tralb and g~rbag. 418DOS.l 
21districts, and acquire ~d maintaIn public parka • 

• Pemberton went on to point out tbat the area had 

comoletely outgrown its form at government. He stressed 

the need for more flexible lawa as the townsh1p lnoreaa 

21 County HerlLl.t1, rll 8, 1912 • 
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I 

t. 

eo beli 

increase ot township powers would make possible an easier 
- 22 

in population. T le~ls1ativ. 0 

econODl1cal development ot the area. At the 

t~ thia oommittee made its report the population of 

laaion Township wae approaching 2$.000 and still there 

e no 1ncorporated cities within its boundaries. The 

Comm1ttee proposals vere made more tban t 

,.ears beror. lIiBsion Township actuallJ" adopted tl1e ur 

Other aroun8 were beoo~~ interested in the study 

Milslon Township by late 1948. The three member town. 

1h1'D board .itself -vas active in .nooura~1n~ a atud¥ ot 

a ohanAe tor Kis810n Tovnabip' 8 goverl1lllent.- ~ During thi8 

100. the Overland Park and Kis810n Chambers ot 

Comaeroe announoed their lupport ot a townsbip Aove~ 

chan~e.23 The weaknesses ot traditional townshlp 

area were l'aDidly beooming more obvlol.Ul. 

In October, 1948 Dr. Ethan Allen 8't&'te(1 'that; Kansas 

Univerlity would make a study ot Mia810n Town.hin. The 

",.-onoa '90paanlzation ot t 

to two phuesl(l) e to t1n4 

out what st d t to modernize tbe township,• 

23JohD.aan "' ............. 4 .....-:.......- •
 





31 
d the result ot a widely diapersed authority. The 

nesa for a ainde administrative body wi.th looal. control 

repeatedly pointed. out. The report saId that over 

26,000 people lived 1n unincorporated parts or the townSb1p 

whicb had to rely on antiquated mach1nerl tor services ot 

a me~ropolitan c 
"'JL 

~b. goyernuuul erts were oorned wlth the 

diffusion ot authorlt ion ot re800nslbllitl 

whioh made it lMPossible tor citlzens ot 

to aecure the needed serv1ces. By 1 19$0 

here v ..~.. alreadY .even ~~o~Ated cltie. 1n Miasi 

y aaid any turther 

be situatlon eyen mo~e 

contused. he Bureau ot vernment Reaearoh sl1ggesteQ a 

oonsolidation ot t adm1nlstr thorltv ot the t • 

shin board, the 0 y c ra, d benefit distrlctDe 

fheconaolldated authorlt ired tor the Mil8l0 

ip 

ana'1'cnmsn 

1city Inco 

to create a 8lngle respon. 
27 

Township Board a t ot a 

e Th. township wu said 

to be confronted with probl 

alble ~oyern1n« body tor 

aoterlstlc ot suburb 

develoDDlent8. that the traditional 

tov.nahlp government lY boon overwhelmed b1 the• 

2"!e! Kansas 01ty Times, ovember 23, 1950. 
27Iblye-
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township'. bo 

to 
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19 

,wnahip 

31Ib1d., p. 5.-

a air 

ecti 

,t on to 

On the matter ot DO~loe 

recommendationa to 

ownship to 
31• 

11 of Hi 

bein 

~Dalonera »over 

haz 

aai4 th. report, 

authority with reaDact to it 

1 

over its 

p 

TownshIp 

4iatricta wit 

.nrorc 

d1toh
 

8'ibl 

otection there vere also 

It w out 

no local authority to furnlsh poll 

its r 1den ortII t•
 
, erf d
 IlfIl.a~p t 

uty sher1.ffa. • arpangement crItIcIt all 

10, 

l' to 

ice Drot as 

rtant oOlllDl.W1i .. 
.LQOlUcon'tl:'ol. t tor 

'Pn101'l'l_h1 
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.. "" .......11 
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res1dents. 

1 

township. 

• 7. 

~lu.g.l.lltv ot a tovnah1n in the st 

32 Ib1d• I p. 6.-
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solving the vater service problema had its so 

a metropolitan townShlP.34. 

next 1tem taken up tor stud,. by the governmen 

H1asion Tovnab1p roads II With 

o roads the predicament ot dUfused Buthor-' 

lbl11ty was a~1n voloed. While the township 

lty to raise money tar road OurooS8S, t 

the initial planning and constructl 

CountJ Board ot 

or roads t 

tenanee. This dual arrangoment was 01"1ti

-

numoer or BUD-S'C&na.&ra. r 

To emphas1ze tne serl0U8n~nnl U~ ...lift POIIU1 1I1.... UIIJL_· 

tlon theuniverslty report quoted :8ome ot tne rl~ea ror 

increasing township road exPoDdltures.35 

-9.• 

• 

1~. ,-
JSIb1d.,-
3 

hip was 

robl 

ivate water 80rv10 

lona nlaced on 

-

comnletlon of the streets 

cized as being to 

the oonstruction ot a 

township. 

a souroe 0 

tbJ 

of water 

35 

it 1 boundaries. Inequality 

w oo::::rpanies 10 

bCODIlIoUt'! 

ineauality or r 

lee e 

18 



36Ib1d •• P. 9.-
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TOVDSh1p 
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el'nment 

gOV8l'l1JD8nt. 

, 

o 

recommended 

increased admlftls_ 

J.eg~BJ.alll 

,control 
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overnment. 
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1!I't:~ Dovers. 

brl'O:t'mM 

.==.=.' II ...... 
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nce 
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to 

1ecu 

,DD.LVU. Tovnsb!p. 

abOU~ B1ea10n ~OwnBh1P. 

t 

'a'ft4~·1 or 

1 

resDone1bl1 

• 17. 

!tenens City Times, December 15, 195v. 
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a'A..hng 

he 1951 Xansaa 
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FIGURE 3
 

INCORPORATED AND UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF 
MISSION TffiiNSHIP, APRIL, 1952 

Source of information: Johnson County Herald, 
April 17, 1952. 
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FIGURE 6
 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' BOU1~ARY PLAN
 
OF JUNE 26, 1959 AND JULy 2, 1959
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' BOilln)ARY PI~N
 

OF JULY 1, 1959
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