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n March 9, 1933 the Seventy-Third Congress was called to 
ordeL ' Summoned into emergency se~slon by newly inaugurated 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. this Congress was to enaCl an 
impressive array of major laws and thus begin the momentous era 
of the New Deal. Between March 9. 19J3 and the formal adjourn
ment of the Seventy-FOUrLh Congres~ ,1n June 20, 1936.' the nation 
was destined to undeqw the most sweeoing domestic reform move
ment in its entire history. ellperience a wide variety of severe economic 
and social problems. and witne.~s the ominous rise of totalitarian 
aggression in Europe. Africa, and the Far East. 

During this historic thirty-nine month oeriod, a number of 
congressmen from the Great Plains were serving in the House of 
Representatives and Uniled States Senate. Without exception these 
genllemen were closely identified wilh high priority le!!!.i.~lation. In
deed these cong-ressmen from the Great Plains had a profound im
pact on the sequence of dramatic develooments which corresponded 
with the first administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Among the prominent congressmen during these e~'entful years 
were four memhers of the House of Reoresentatives from widely 
separated distrtcts in lhe Great Plains. They were William A. Ayres 
of Kansas, Wilhurn Cartwright of Oklahoma. Edgar Howard of 
Nebraska. and William Lemke of North Dakota. 

Ayres, an articulate Democrat from a heavily Republican Slate, 
was 10 serve nine terms in the House.' Between 1931 and 1934 he was 
a senior memher of the powerful Committee on Approprialions and 
Chairman of the Naval Appropriations Subcommittee. Ayres' sub
committee chairmanship assumed increasing significance after the 
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A former Speaker Oflhe Kansas House of Representalives, Hope 
in Mareh 1933 was commencing his fourth of fifleen terms in Con
gress. Serving perhaps the nation's mOSl thoroughly agricultural dis· 
triel, it was quile appropriate that he was the ranking Republican 
on the Committee on Agriculture. Hope played an active role in 
shaping everyone of the numerous landmark farm bills passed by 
Congress between 1933 and 1936,·0 and was especially conspicuous 
in the deliber<luons culminallng If, the Farm Credit Act'- and the 
Soil Consen'ation and Domestic Allotment Act." Although generally 
~)mpaLhetic to feder'll involvement in agricullUre, he vigorously 
oppo~ed such southern·oriented measure~ a~ the COllon Conlrol 
(Bankhead) AcL" and the Tobacco Conlrol Act.'" 

Prevjou~ lO entering Congress. Frazier had ser\led as Governor 
of North DakOl<l." BeLween 1927 and 1933 he had been Chairm<ln 
()f the Senate CommlLtee On Indian Afbirs. Fcazier, as a member of 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, was primarily interested 
in allevlating lhe distress of the farmer~ In the Great Plains and 
throughout the counlry. A~ previously menLioned, he co-athored the 
farm bankruptcy" and farm reflJldnClng bills." LIke Lemke, he 
sta.unchly supported an official government bank" and generous bene
fl\~ for veterans." Fmally. Frazier was a vociferous pruponent of an 
e."\. pa nded federal program 0 f social ~ecurity ," 

A former Lieutenant-Governor and Governor of South Dakota, 
Norbeck had been elected to his third Lerm in the Sen ale in 1932." He 
had been Chairma.n of the Committee on Banking and Currency be
tween 1927 and 19:1J." Strongly favoring banking reform and the 
SUlct regulation of stock exchanges, Norbeck was designated 1O serve 
on the House-Senale conference commillees ha~ing jurisdiction o'<er 
the Truth-in-Securitie~ Act:' 'lnd the Banking Ac\ of 1935.'" More
over, he authored the legislatinn 10 complete the famous Mounl Rush
more Nation'll Memorial.' 

The lhree most Illu~trlou~ congressmen from the Great Plain~ 

between 1933 a.nd 1936 were SenalOr~ Gerald p, Nye of North 
Dakota, Arthur Capper of Kansa.s, and Geurge w. Norris of Ne
braska_ ~ye, Capper, and Norm l.:ertainly rank among the most 
in no\'ative pu bl ic servants of the pa.Sl half cenlUry. 

Nye had never held political office prior to being sworn in a.s a 
member of the Senate in 1925. From 1927 to 1933 he was Chairman of 
the Commiltee on Public Llnds and Suneys, Vitally concerned with 
maintainIng a sound federal land policy, Nye was one of the congress
men mo~t inqrumental In the passage of the Taylor Grazing Act of 
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1934:: His foremost interests, however, were in the field of foreign 
affairs." An ardent isolationist, Nye strongly advocated legislation 
to prevent war profiteering" and steadfastly opposed American par
ticipation in the Permanent Court of International Justice (Work! 
Court)." He also introduced a series of resolutions LO restrict pass
ports,'" forbid foreign loans. '" and prohibit the export of arms in war
time.-" Althougb tbese resolutions were not adopted individually, in 
most respects they were incorporated into the Neutrality Act of 
1935." Nye's most celebrated activity occurred between 1934 and 
1936 as Chairman of the Special Committee LO Investigate the 
Munitions Industry.'" 

Prior to bis election to the Senate in 1918, Capper had been 
publisher of the Topeka Daily Capilal and Governor of Kansas. 
During the First Roosevelt Administration he served on the Com
mittees on Agriculture and Forestry and Finance. Although aRe· 
publican. Capper compiled a record of virtually unblemished support 
for New Deal legislation." Keenly interested in farm problems, be 
played a key role in the passage of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act,'; the Cattle Control Act:' and the Sugar (Jones-Costigan) 
Acl." As a member of the Finance Committee. Capper was LO co
operate with his Democratic colleagues in producing two of the 
priority New Deal measures, the Social Security Act" and the Rev
enue Act of 1935.'" The high esteem in which the people of Kansas 
held Capper was evident in November 1936 when the Senator, de
fying a Democratic trend in the Great Plains and throughout the 
United States, was re-elected LO his fourth term.'" 

Norris, whose House and Senate career paralleled the ad
ministrations of seven Presidents, was outranked in continuous 
seniority by only one of the five hundred and thirty-one members of 
Congress." He had been Chairman of the Commillee on Agriculture 
and Forestry, 1921-1926, and the Committee on the Judiciary, 1926
1933. In 1932 Norris had attracted nationwide attention by co
authoring both the Anti-Injunction (Norris-LaGuarda) Act'" and the 
Twentieth (Lame Duck) Amendment to the Constitution,·n A fervent 
and longstanding supporter of public power, he had been urging 
federal development of the Mnscle Shoals facilities for an entire 
decade.". Norris's efforts were rewarded in May 1933, when his 
proposaL the Tennessee Valley Bill, was signed into law by President 
Roosevell." Three years later, Norris. a passionate spokesman of the 
American farmer, co-authored the Rural Electrification (Norris
Rayburn) Act:' 

In additiun to the obvious talents and abilities of the aforemen
tioned congressmen, two major faclOrs accounted for their collective 
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innuence between March 1933 and June 1936. These factors were 
accumulation of seniority and possession of desirable cornmillee 
assignments. 

Throughout the two decades after World ¥"ar I the citizens of the 
Great Plains maintained a tradJlion of re-electing incumbenu to the 
House and Senate. By June 1936 the len gentlemen previously cited 
had compiled one hundred and thlfl\-[WO years of unlnlerrupted 
congrssional service. The accumulation of such considerable senioriI} 
in large measure expldined wh~ these congressmen were so lnnuential. 
Thus, unlike those regions having d high proportIOn of Junior members 
within the ranks of their delegations, the stature of the Great Plains 
was roughl} commensurate with the aggregate senioril} of its con
gressmen. 

Most significantly congressmen from the Great PlaIns were 
conspicuous by their presence on ~everal key cummittees. Among 
these panels were the Senate CommitLees on FInance, Banking and 
Currency, and Agriculture and Forestry and the House Committees 
un Approprialions, Agriculture, and Roads. Between 1933 and 1936 
these six committees were responsible for initiating a sizeable portion 
of the principle bills and resolutions considered by the two houses. 
Even under normal conditions each of these committees would have 
been quite important. Their importance, however, was accentuated 
bv the pressing need for legislation to remedy the suffering caused by 
the Great Depression. 

The ten aforementioned members of the House of Representatives 
and United States Senate were chosen by the citizens of the various 
states of the Great Plains to serve in Congress during one of the most 
turbulent and exhilirating periods in the country's history." Between 
March 9, 1933 and June 20, 1936 each of these genllemen compiled 
records of genuine accomplishmenl." Although the Great Plains 
accounted for less than six percent of the natlon's population, its 
congressmen exerted profound and disproportionate innuence on 
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~. Between II' JLlnW;Slon lo Ihe Union in 1~f.1 :Ind Ihe pre,idential c~mr~ign of 
1'02. K~n'as had ca,l II' cleu"r~1 vole' for the DeI1l0Cr~ltc' pre"dential ,atlliidale on 
(111) three occJ,ion,. Notwlth.'landlng the ;;lale', p,'lIti~a\ ",mple,ion. Ayres hJd i>een 
,u~ce,;f\11 irl nine or hi, len ques!> for a ,cal in C,>ngle", In 1'I~2 he hJd been re-cleu..d 
10 his final term bj' a 65,71)·23.\76 ma,lorll) (73.9"'). Svend Pelersen, A SlaliH;cal 

-HI.III>r.l' olllTe Amull'all Preslden/ial £!nlion.1 (r\ew "( or" Frederick Ungar Publi;;hing 
Cuml'an_,. (96J). PI'· 40-90; United Slale, ('"n!!re". Congressional Direc/ory (Wash
mglOn Unlled S',Jle, <i,werllmenl Pnnllng om~e, 19331. p. 242. 

-4. House of Repre'enl~li'·e,. C"n/en-nu Reporl on lITe bill ,H.R. 71991 making 
approprwlion., fur Ih" \'a'T D"parlmen! <1l1d lIT" naval <en'ice jor lITe }lswl year endillg 
Jl1ne 30, 19J.~, and for ,nITe'r pMr''''''. r-br..:h~. 1<134: ('onKrr.,·.<ional Record. l.XX VII L 
1090-1122. lIH~-12()). 1201·1~)'1. 1"6-,-1~~7 1170-1175. 276~, 4012·4015; The 
Slall1leS "I LarKe u! Ihe 1 'III",} SiGle; ul A",erica. 1933-l'J34 (\'.a,hin!!: 1934). 
XL"" II I. 403-42-', 

5, Luwrellce F K,>nn~L1-, [c"mp ). Hlugr<lflhic"lJI DirfClury of lITe Am"rican Con
gress. 1774-/97/ (l),,'Jshingh)" Uilited ....18'e' (;overrlrllenl Prinling Orfice, \97\). r 
SJ-' 

6. COI~lerence Rep"n "'I lITe hilllH R 11711/1 10 mcrea'~ empi"'''''~111 bL' oU'hur
ItlnX an oppropT1mion 10 pfm'ide lor emergen,., eonS/ruellt'" C'I flublic high ....·(1H and 
relaled prol"CI.'. and l(J amend rITe rednal Aid Road Ar/. (1pp"'l'!'d lulL- II. 1916, a5 
amended and suppl"",enlfd, "nd lor olh", purpose.', June 9. JQ~~: C"nIFfn'" R~purl 

on Ih'" bill' HR IIMI7I 10 amend Ihe red",,,1 Aid High ..'ay .-1'0, oppn""d .fUlL I I. 
1911'" aJ omtnd"d a"d I'Upplememed, and .lor OIhn Pl1rpOS"'. June 1. \9~t): c'm
/{rel""nol Recurd, LXXVIII. ~621-~653, 106~6, 109(,4-1096~: LXXXI .14M. 4450. 
5qj;-~~W,. 72~1. 1\553. J:j69~-J:j705: Sialules al Large. XLVIII. <l9,l.<lt,l6: XLIX, \519· 
1522, Fred~rjd; l. r~"on. "The Highwa' Movement. 1916-1'135:' American HH
luri,al Relle ..', J~nu"r} 1946. PI'. 136·25.1, 

7 Cuninen'" R~I''''I 011 lITe ITtil 'S. 36451 10 C"ITJf!rl'e and develop !ndim! landJ 
and f"'Ollnt'. I" £>.<I(1h"-.h a aeuu lysll'I" jor IndiaITs: 10 pf<)\'ld"jor higlta educa/wn 
/i." I"dian.(. 10 HI"nd 1"..a,J Indian' Ihe righl I" lor'll hl'l/n".'.' and ulITa orxamzalwn" 
alld lor olIT"r purposeJ, JLlne 1,6. 1~~4; C"nX"'I"""ol ReemJ LXXVII" 7J:j07. 11724
I I74~, 12161-12165, SIOIl1lel (11 La'xe. X IVI I I. 'IM·'Jljlj. 

ij, A scholar I; aC~(lunl ol'Lem~e', c'Jreer i, td"'Jrd C Hlackorb;. Prame Rebel__ 
The PI1ITlte Life of lfiillio'll Lemke (L"'c"ln L nl'<:flill or ~ebra,;ka Pres~, 1963). 

'I. Lemke reprewnled the 6J:j[l.1\45 ,'nilen, ""d 7O,M:I ,~uar<: miles or ~llrtb 

Dakota. In populalion his dislrict ""' ,"r~<:T lb"n a',! hul eighl "r the four hundred and 
lhirl)--five diqnu,. anLl in ar~:l wa' m<'fe 'rJCIO\l, Ihull lhe agjlregule lemll)r) of l'\ew 
Hampshire. Ma"a,hlL,euI, RhOde Isl"nd. C"nnn'lL·ut. 1\~",' Je"el, Oel"wure. Mar]· 
IJnd. \'.·esl Virginia. and lhe Di'lnct "I' C"iLlnlbiJ 

10.	 H R 3i134-A hill 10 f.llllhli.,h Ih,' Ban), "jlh" t nueJ .Sla/l". " ....'ned. orNaud. 
and conlrolled bl Ih" (iovemmem (Jf Ih.. I niled SlGle'.- de/i'liing rlT" ."'01''' "nd manner 
of ils opU{l/wn, uelinmg Ihe power< and d~lies ul p"nuITs charged K'JIIT il.' mU'J<J.~",m..m 
<'reOlmg a hoard of dlreclVn.- and /"r ullt", parpo.<e.'. Mar"h 20. 19JJ: Cu,,~r('<.• it,"ol 
Recurd,	 LXXV II, (,47 J907-3Q09 L.XX IX. I7H. (,~OO-hH02 

II, HI~hl)- 'ymp;llh<:I,,· l(J lh~ nalion', Velerun,. Lemkc c:nlnu'la'llc,lIl)- 'Url'l>rln) 
lhe !\djulled S<:r"icem~n', ('"mr~",ullOn (Palman Bonus) Bill. Congre.I·.I'lOnal Reco,d 
LXXVII. )064-1066. J~JI J2~1·3c~2: LXXVIII. .1H9. .191. 1790,1791. 4.1.l~-Jl-'~' 

LXXI X, 41 04-4 \0:'. J ~.l2. 7'J<I(l-7~,r;. LXXX. 2n-29J, 
12. The <'Ti!,-inul Frali<:r-l.emh ..'\";1 Wai> in\'uliduled b' the Unlled Slate, Supreme 

Cour! on Ma\ :'. IQ_l~, bUL u nl"dil'i~d version "f lbe a<:t VOO'U, upbdd h; the ('"UIl "n 
Mn"h 2'1, 11I.l7 

40 



•
 

" 181>1 aTld lhe presi<.JenLial camp~l~n .,( 
iIe Ikmocralic presiuential c"ndidale on 
c's political coml'le~ion. A,He, had been 
CQ~gre~,. In 1932 he had been re-elected 
(73.9%). Svend Peler.en. .-l Sliuislica! 

(New York, Frederkk Un~ar Puhljshing 
ngfCSS, CongrfHio,w! DrreClOn IWa,h
~ 19331. p. 242 
Rf!por' on Ihf bill 'H R. 7/(9) mu'i"l? 

It rlaval.'t'rria}N {hI! Ji'scu/ year e"ding 
,1934: COlfllrn,'i"nal Record. LXXVIII. 
,7, 1270-1275. 276'1, 4012-4015: The 
Am,,'!,",I, /933-/934 (\\.u'hing 1934). 

'pI/ira! DirftlorJ" "j Ihe America" Cm,
GD~ernll',ent Prinlin~ Office. 1971). r. 

7SI! 10 i"rrea'~ f'n'(JlO l'melll hi' aulhor
'(I' conJIIliC/lO/l 0/ p"hl,,' highways ond 
Ii Road Atl. oppml'ed lui' I {. 1"16. a, 
PO$('5. June 9.1934: Con!err'/l,e Reporl 
il Aid High"'ay ACI. a{'{''''''Fd lull II. 
I~ Dlhe' pl.Jrposes, June I. 19.,1" COII
)36. 10964·10968: I XXXI 34bH, 49."0. 
LlUle. XLVIIl. ~'I3·99t>: XLI X. 1519

dovemenl, 1916-19.'5," ~mericun Hi,· 

!IIO wnsefl'e and d,>wl,,1' 1"d'all lalld., 
Illilians; 10 provide lor h,gher "d"((1lio" 
a for," h"l;ne<.< and olher orgOI1I:alion.l. 
uiollol R~,ord. LXXVIII. n07. 11724

•964·98~. 

is Edward C Blad:orbj. Prai,ie Rehel.
iVerSllj or Nebrasku Pre". IQt1.11 
"~ ~nd 70,665 'quare m'I',~; <lr N\lrlh 
Gn 1Ilibul eighl Df lhe I'"ur blloored and 
"u~ th~n the aggregal. lerrilDr} of Ne ... 
InCClicu!.- Ne..' Jer'e\, Dela"'are, M;n\, 
oIrlle t:/lIled Sla/~', "Wiled. "peraled 

d Siale.'; de/in/"R the .'·c"(',, and rtlanner 
If[MrsonJ thargl'd ,.,-ilh ii' ",ana;l/emenr.
'r/KJUl. M~rc'h 20. 1933: (on/!,e.I.,lonal 
• ~OO·6~02,
 

:ran~. L~mke enlhuSl'hllCJII;. '\'PPDrl~d
 

nan BDnU;\ Bill. C''''gre<"wnal Record,
 
[(111.389.391. 17'10_1791. 4337-4338:
 
n-29J.
 
,~Iidated b) lhe Llnllell SI;lle, Supreme
 
I Dfthe aCl w", upbeld bj \he Coun 0"
 

IJ. COlllerell,.,- Ref",,1 "'I /he hili IS- jjliO! /0 Ilmrnd on 00 efllilled "An a.-l Iv 
e,',aMish a IUllform .".,Iertl '"~ hO/j~rlJf'(n' Ihrtmghoul Ihe C'rtiud Slale"," uf'p,,,,-ed 
Juh I I!lWI, "".I /leI.< (itlle"dalOn' (herelll and 5uppleme"'rJry Ihnno. June I~_ 1934: 
Rf{'orl "" ,lit hill IS 30021/0 <l1l/l'lld all aCI emiliI'd "A" 11<'1 /(J eJlabli...h a u,Il/o,1lI 
.n'.'NIlI o! hO/l~fU{'1r1" lhroughoul Ihl' L '/lirfd Sia/l'.'. ,. af'pf(}\'ed July I. /-'1911. oJnd ael.' 
a1llelld"I"'.' Ihneo/lllld .",('pll'men/111.1' Ihere"'. July 1.1935: CO/lgre.',i(mal Ru(},d, 
LXXVIII. 1127J. 1l.101-111().'. 1201'01-12066. 12~7~·123H2: LXXIX. 1041'>3. ',.lJ4H
IJJ4'1. I '41J. IJ6JJ-1 Jf.4 \ SIl1IU/l" al LII'ge. XL VIll. \ 2119-1191; XLIX. 942-945, 

14 RepO,1 oil Ihe hiti I H. R. .'CXJ61 /() liquldale and fe!;nan~1' agrl'l.J/lUfal indebled
/le.'.' oJr a reduced fa/l' ul i"lere.<l h" eSlahliJhin.~ an efficient <'fedil .'."Jlem. Ihrough "It' 
u.,e "r 11,1' Farm Cred" Admi1ll'Slrarwn. lhe Federa! Re.,er"e banking X)'"lem. and 
crealing a Board oj Agriculture /I) sU/len'iu Ihe sa,,'I'. May 3. 1935; Congressional 
Remrd. LXXIX.6'1J<J; LXXX. 7097-71.17. 71~q·7230. 

I~. In 1931' l.emke polled H92.390 VOles. A delailed :Inalysi, of hi, rT!:",idenli:J1 
campaign ma\ be fDUnQ in D,lVid H. Bennen, Demo/!"/!,,t, In Ihe DeprnslO/l: American 
Radicals and Ihl' UniOIl Pam 193_'-1936 (/'.iI'''' Brun,wid-.: Rutgers Urriver.'lly Pres~. 

19t>91. pp. 217-260. 
It>. Arr Informative Slud\ "f farm legi,lalion during the fir'l Roosev!:"ll !\dmlni'lra

tion may be found in Murr~j R, Benedict. Farm Policie~ oj'lhe ('ni/('d Sta/l's. 179()
J950 (Ne... 'I' Drk: The T ...enlielh Centurj Fu ~d. I Q5J), pp. 276-355. 

17 COlllerence Re('ort on Ihe hill (H. R 5i9!'l1 /0 pro~ide for "rga/lizalJo/l~ wilhin 
Ih(' Farm Credo .4dminl.!lralion /0 make /00".1 I", Ihe prod""ion and markl'1i"/! of 
ag"cul/uralprodl'c/,'. I" Il'''end Ihe Federal Farm Lou/l Au. to provide a ma,lcel !o, 
obligallons oflhe Vnlled Slalr,'. and jor olher p"rpO."'5. June 10, 193]; CongreniofllJ! 
Record LXXVII. 46~9-4110, 51->1'.'. 56il~-5691; Slal"les 01 Lorge. XL VIII, 251-273, 

IH. Conft,('nu Report Oil Ihe hill IS 371101/0 make f",rlhu provision fa' Ihe con
sen-alion olld p,,,per Uli!izalion 0/ Ihe .!OII resourres oj Ihe nalion. Februar>' 16, 1936; 
Congres.'lo"ol Re<"ord. LXXX, 2467-2526. ~~41. 2~f>'I-2570. 2677-267~. 2~55, 2931
29J7: S/UI"le., al Lar/!e, XLI X. 1148-11 ~2. 

\9 Clm/erellce Replm on Ihe bill IH.R IUOlJ IG place Ihe cOllOn indU.'lry O/l a 
.<ou"d commerCial ba.<I.I. 10 IJfe,'efll unjair corrl{'eWion a"d pra(/I,'n in pUlling COIIO/l 
il1/O ,·hanneI5 01 ifllul/ale a"d foreign c"",merce, /0 prol'ide ./i",dJ jor paying add" 
110"01 bene/il.! under Ihe Agricullural A dlustmenl Act. andjor ot!lu pur{'o.,e." April 1\ 
1934: C,,"grem')!101 Record. LXX\/IJI. HJ:i-44J6. 4443, 4634--4635, 4640-4643. 4652
4655,4701·,PIl.l "70~-4709. 4735-4 7.16, 4742. 6-057. 65H6, 6769-6776: Slalllle., 01 Large. 
LXVIII. 598-607 

20. Rep"" o! I!le hilt I H.R Wi9()! 10 ('{ace Ihe lOr.acco-growlng indu.\'Irr UrI a sound 
/inancwl and economic hasi'. 10 prHenl "n(aJr competilion and praclice.' In Ihe pro
d""II,-)n Gnd markeling of I,'foa,"',) enlerinK inlO Ih.. t'I.u""e/s of inlers/ale and joreign 
CO"'I>lua. and /or OIher (',"pO.'''l. Maj n. 19:14: Congre~'slO/l{11 Record. LXXVIII. 
101>41'>-106(.7: SIIl/Ute.1 Il/ Lurge, XLVIII, I~7S-1281, 

21. A· ;"CClnel ~"nlemporar., bl\l.!1:r"pbiLal skelch Df FraZler i" GeDrge Creel, ··The 
Old HOme'leader." Cull,e".'. Odober 3.19.36. P ~2 . 

n, Congre.'.\Ir)/lol Record. LXXVI11. 11301·\1302. 12060-12067, 1207'. \2.118: 
LXXIX.	 1.141 J. 1.1633·IJI>37. 1.1644-13645
 

2J. Ibid, LXXIX, 7040: ',)794, LXX. 4387.7050
 
24 Ihld, I XXVII, 7~5; LXXVIII. 1999.
 
25. Fr;llier nOI only ~\Jn'I'lend_\ 'Dl~d fDr Increased appropflali{'-~; for WLlrid War I 

veleran,. bu'. ~I,o 10 override Pre"dcnt R"o,;evell's 1'135 and 1936 veIDe,,,r'lhe Palman 
BDrlU, Bill- C,ongrenional Record. LXXVIII. .1212: LXXIX. ~OM-~Oti7: LXXX. 
669-1'>70.703, 
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26. On Janu~r}' 6. 1"136 "n umnJbu, ,oclal in,urane" bill. cn'Ju\h",e'd b~' Frillier 
and Repre,enlallve Fme" Lundeen 0f MinT,"'''la. """ ll11,,'I1U"I,d in Con~reh. AI· 
thuugh Ihe Franer-Lundeen measure "'", nH'er rcpnned lu the nuur (If ejlner Ihe HO~loC 

Or Senate. 'ever'll of 1\, provi,ion, "'ere InLnrpMaled lOW the ",,-;,,1 ,e(Ur;I~' ,yslI:m 
in laler }eur;" S, 3475- A 1,,1110 I'ru"idr lor Ilrf 'HaMi!/r""""t oj <I nalio",.,ide .'f'le... 
0/ ,weiol ""wrallce, Januur) 6. 19.11\ (·""~r<"\"{)"al Rnvrd. LXXX, ~7. IZO. \5)11
154.1. 

27, Ahhough Franldm D, R<:lll'e'elt had WLln 50mh D"kola in 1'02 h} 114.30.3 VOlCi 
(64,11%) and carried all hUI urle ullhe ,Iale', IJxl,-nine ~ollnlie<. N(lrbcc~. ~ Republican. 

had heeo re-eleded [0 the Senale in the "ime ,eM b} 2lJ.ll~ 101e, (qF,'1 ,>\n ;nterest· 
ing hlOgr~rh~ or I\orhed;: i, GlIh~rt ( File Pete' ·''''''be<"l<. P,ai,,', Siaiesman 
{Columbiu: Univer,il} ur Mi"ourl Pre». I<j~:S) 

lH A, Ch~trman or lhe BanI-Lng ~nd Cu,rtn~y Commillct during lhe Se"enly
Secund Congre" {1"~1-1\l)31. r>;urbecl hJd pl:olcd ,I pi'OIJI ".Ie In the r~"a!,:c oflhc 
Re~Un,lrUCliuri FinarKc CorpurallOll Au and lhc Federal Hume L<l~n Bank ACI and 
p,c,id~d ,)I'e, d len~(h} inqulr) un prevailing ,lo~k mdrkcl pr~clice~. SWllJ11! 01 La'.':t, 
XXXVII. ~-I: 7:to-741: HtiHin.': on S Res. IN, a re,<ollJlion 10 IhorolJ/(hly In'~JIIgalt 

prodia.' pi .lIuC~ o;chan/(t" ",ilh re.\pi'C1 10 the hlJrin/( and selling 0'101 Ihe borrOWing 
'moJ lelld"'g ,-Jj hued .,·eClJ,,/ies, [he ,'ollJe., of "uch ,eclJ"lie.' ond Ihe effecls of SI.ICh 
I'rqo!rt'j April II. 1"32·March 2. 193J, 

~'1. C"nference Reporl of Ihe hill I HR. 54i1()J 10 pro~!de [1.111 und Jair di5doslj,e of 
Ille cllqrqc/e, of "ecurilies ,'Old in inlt'rsrme and foreign COm mace and [Ilrough Iht' 
rnai" and 10 prevenl Iraud., '" [lie 'ale Ihereol. and 10' OIh,'r pl.lrposes. Ma~' 22. 1933: 
Congrt'5siOIi0/ Record. LXXVII. 3000. 32D·~233; SlalUIt'S 01 {,arge. XLV1J1. 74-95: 
Mich~cl E Parrish, SeClmlies Regulawm 0'101 the ,Yew Deal (New H~ ..en- Y~le Uni
ver<il~ Pre,s. 1970). pp, 42· 72, 

JO C"nference Reporl on the bill (H R i6! 7J 10 provide fo, Ille sound, efleclive. 
and injntt'r'upled opaOlion ollhe Dankin/( s.n/em, ond {or othe, pu'pmt.'. Augusl 19, 
I~ 3,,; Cungressional Rt<'ord. LXXI X. 11935. 13603-1 J61 to; SIOIule5 01 Large. XLIX. 
1i~4-72J: Frederick A Bradford. ··The Bdnkln~ ACl or 1935,'· American £<'O//Omic 
Rnlt' ... December 1935. pp, 661-672, 

) I Reporl on Ille bill (S 32041 10 p'O"lde additIOnal lund.' lor Ille compltlion of 
Mount Rusllmore ·"allOnol Mem"flal, ill Ille Slalt' oj Souill Dakola. 0'101 Jor olh" 
purpo5t's. Jul} 10. 1935; Congre.uiona/ Rt'Co,d, LXXIX. I06HH. I09OH, 11760: 
SlalulfJ al La'ge, XLIX. 962 

32 Conference Reporl on Illf hiIlIH,R, 6462) 10 SlOp miu'J' /0 Ille public .T{,w;ing 
I'JIld' br pftvt'nli"g overg,ozing 0'101 sorl dele,ioralion; 10 prow'de fo, rllt'i, orderly U5e. 
irnpmVt'''lenl. and dneloprnent. 10 -'/obi!l:t' lilt' Ilve.,wck indusl'Y d"pendenr 1.11'011 lilt 
pub"" 'an/(e. and {or OIlier pU'POJl's. June 16. 1934; Congrfssiono( Rfcord. LXXVIIl, 
11658. 12004: SIi1IlJle" 01 Lar!'e, XLVIII. 1269-1275. 

33, A dellnilivc accounl of Nye during the rim Ruosevelt Admini;;lralion may be 
found in \\d}ne S. Cole. S"nolOr Gerold P. ;\'ye and Ameflcon Foreign ReiallOns 
(Minneapoli;, Unl"cr'II' of M,nne'Old Pre,s. 19(2). pp. 54·11 I. 

34. R"porl On Ilrf MIIIHR j5291 10 prevent prolilt>tring in lime 01 war and 10 
equol,It' Ille bu,den,' of >1-'0' 0'101 III-! pm,'id" (or Ill" rlalional delfn5e and p,omote 
peoce, M~y J. 1935; C,mg'r551<J"a/ Record, LXXI X. Q46. liHJ9. 925 7 

35, Reporl 011 lilt' pmlm;-"r, 'elOllng /0, 11r,' 14--,,"01 C<JUrI. January 10. ('1J5; COrl
grt'HlOno/ R""ml. LXXIX. :'49. 8'12. 11~7; Denna F Flcmln:;:. Tire ('''led Slalt'sand 
tile World Court IGafd~n Cll) D"uhled~.~ ~nd C,'mpan.'. Jnc. 19~~1. pp. 117-137. 

,)6. Reporl "'I lilt i"inl rewlulion is. J Rp<. 99.1 10 ,e/lulalt' Ilrt' iHuance oj paJs
porI.< 10 Amp,iea" ci/lu'n_' In liml' '" "'<]' June I. IQJ5: COll~'n<i"nal Rec",d. LXXIX. 
S2H6·52H7, l04b.'. I0997-I099~ 
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insur~n~e hIll. co-authored by ~r~zier 

lOla, .... ~~ In\rooucted in Co"pe~, AI
reported 10 Ihe fl'hlT of ellher Ihe Hou;;e 
)Orale<! i"lo lhe ,(Kial ,ec'urily syslem 

'I' fSloblis;,me,,1 01" ruJl'''''''''lde Hstem 
sional Record. LXXX, 47, 120. 15J~· 

n Soulh DakQlil in 1932 by M4.JllJ yOle, 

y-nine coumie'. "','rbeck, a Repu blican. 
ar b} 21>,114 'Ole, (S4.7%) An ,nlere'! 
e. Peler ·.....orbed:: Prairie Siule.,man 

'renc.v CommUlee during Ihe Sevenlj-
Lyed a pivotal role in L~e pas'iage of lhe 

Lhe Federal H,'me L"an Bank ACI and 
lek market praclice~. SlalUl1'J al L'Hfl~. 

" If reJOIUlion 10 rh""'''flhfr mvel/fgale 
e m..I'itl~ and .,e/ling and Ihe borrowing 
.."eh ,<e~\<rilie.< and Ihe eJ'e,'I., tlf weh 

W! 10 pro"ide full alld fair disclosure ,,/ 
'nd lorelgn commerre a"d Ihrough Ihe 
~lflld.forolherpurposeJ. Ma~ n. 1933: 
2)); Sialuies al Large. XLVIII. 74-95: 
'he flie ..... Deal {NeVr Haven: Yale Lini

H7! 10 pm,ide lor Ihe .<ound, ~fJeCl!H. 

'f'WI, and for Olher rurpo,e.,. Augusl 19. 

13603-13616; S'llIule., 01 large, XLIX. 

's Act of 19J5," Amtri"on Emnom" 

~ /lddi/ionor fund! .lor Ihe compfel;(Jn "f 
S,alt oj SDUlh Dakola, and jor OIhtr 
wrd, LXXIX. 11168~, 109O~. 11760: 

16]110 -l/OP iniur)' 10 Ihe pllbllc .~rallng 

1ra'ion: /0 prOVide jor Ihe,r orderly lue. 
r liVfSIOc!r indllSlry deptndenl upo" Ihe 
1934; ("ongre.<llotlal Record, LXXVlli. 

1275. 
firsl RClOse ..ell Admini~tralion rna}' be 
Nye QI/d A",,,i<'an Fo'eif!n Relalions 

162), pp. 54-III. 
_, pro)Jleering in li"'e o} ",or and 10 
fOT lilt /Iallarrol defen.!e and promOle 
(IX, 5446, 6839. 9257. 
• World Courl. Januar,! 10, 1935: ("on· 
'nna F. Fleming. Tlte United SIQleJ a"d 
:ompany. Inc .. 1945), pp. 117 - 1.17 
rJ. 99) IQ regulale Ihe iJJUIlII<'f 01 paJ.•
1,1935: langrwHional Record, LXXIX. 

37, Reporl on Ihejoin' rnall.Jliofl (S J. Res }OOJ 10 prohibil//r,. r:r/ellSiofl olcredit 
and flJe i>sudnce offOTeign 100M u"der cerla!n co"dlliollS. June I, 1935; ("ofl'{'essiOflal 
Record. LX Xl X, 6287, l(}ll>3. 10997-10998 

38. S. J Rei /10- To prohibilll" upon ofarms a/ld <Jmml.lflilion and fO 'fgll/ale 
"ade in conlraba"d of wo' Imde, errlain condi/ions, May 7, 1935: CongreHional 
Record. LXXIX, 7042. 

,N, Report on Ihejoim ,e,o{... /io" (5. J. Re.'_ /lJJproviding for ,he prohibition of 
Ihe exporr of ann! and ammunili"" and imp/eme"t,l of ......' 10 befligu~nl COUn/rieJ: 
Ihe prohihili"n of Ihe IranJpurlalion of armJ, ammuniliofl, and i"'plemen/S of .....ar by 
I'eJselJ oj 1!If L'fI'led Siales for Ihe IIle of bl'lIigerenl Slole,': for Ihe regislraliDn and 
licensing oj perSOnJ fflf!agl'd In Ihe bu,,'nl'.'J o{manllfal'llIrjng, exponlng, or imparllng 
a,m,. ammunilwn, ()f implements of wa,: and re,'lrlCling rra~el On belligerenl Jhip., 
during war. Augu~l ~O, 19.15; ("ongreSJional Record. XLI X, IJ795-13797, 13951-1)959, 
1~967-U968, 142~2,14284, 14431).14434: Sialutes al Large, XLIX, IOKI,I()R~; Robert 
i\. Divine, The flluslon of Seulra!ill' (Chicago: llniver,ily of Chicago Pre;;s, 19(2), 

rr, 81-117; M"fr.:d lana,. Isolalioni_'m in America, 1935-1941 (Wlaca: Cornell lIni
ver;;it) Pre.". 1'<66;, pp. 169·175. 

40. Rel'Orl on Ihe Spaial ("ommillee ,m f''''t'Sligarion of Ihe Mllnirions Ind"S/ry, 
June 19, 1936: Congre.'sionoJl Record, l.XXVIII, 4228-4229, 4758. 5829. 7485, 6896; 
LXIX. 44-461: LXXX. 11>29-ltl30. 680J-6~17: John I:: Wiltz. In Search Df PMc'e: The 
Sen"l~ Munirion.< Inquire, 1934-1<)36 {Balon Rouge: L,)ulsiana Slale Uni,er;,i[\ Pre;;s, 
1'163). 

41. A livel.1 ;<CCJUril ,If Capper during lhe fir;;[ Roo~evell :\dminisrra!ion ma} be 
I"lund in Homer E, Seoc'llof,h. A nhur Capper (Lawrence: Universi',,!' .:If Kan,a, Pre~'. 

1'1621.1'1' IM·ln. 
4:, Rep,JrI of Ihe hill (H.R. 3835) 10 rdi" ..e Ihe exij(jng fIIl/ionol eco""mic 

emergenn br in,-reasill)! Qgriculluru! pUrl'hosing p0-"'t'r. W raide rel'enUe ji" olloJordin
ar.l' e.•pe"seJ ill",,,red bl' reason of <uch emergen<')'. /(} pro\'ide emagency rffief""ilh 
re.'pe('1 10 ugric"/lrlrol i"debledness, 10 p,o,'ide fi)r Ihe orderh li'lwdalion ofjoint-.,Ioc/' 
rand bank.>. and ./0' ,,'her purpose.'. April 5. 1933; ("ongre"-l(onrll Re~tJrd, LXXVII, 
172'<·17JJ, 2404·~406: Slrll\<le-, al Lar.~e, XLVIII. 3 I-~'. 

43, Reporl.Jn Ihe bill (H. R 7478110 amend Ih/! Agricullural A djuslmenl A CI WI as 
10 hldud,' rall/e OJ a basic rlgrit'ullural commodily, und jiJr OIher purpo.'es, March ~6, 

19.<4: ("migrellilmal Ruord. LXXVIII. ~M) ~073; Sialue5 01 {.arge, XLVIII, :'28 
44. Repon on ,he bill (H R 8116/1 10 i"dude .mgar bel'l! o"d .,·ugar (ane u, bo.,i.: 

agri<:uflural ('(}mm"dilic'j Wider Ihe Agril'llilural AdjuJlmenl An, and for olher pur
pme'. April 17. I~]4~ Sialuies al Large. X LVIII. 670·67~ 

45. Report un 'he biIlIH,R. 7NiO) 10 prO\'ide for Ihe genera/welfare by eSlabli-lhm'i{ 
a Jl'Slem ,-,I Fed"'''/ old-age beneJi"', and hy enabling rh.. s....eral Siale.< II) make ",ore 
ade'l"ale prori'i"" for aged I'en",,,. dependenr and ("rrppled 'hildren, malemrl{ and 
child wei/arc. public heahh. and Ihe adminillrOlion oj Iheir une"'plo)',,,enl coml'enlrl
liOn law.<: 10 e.<luhli.,h a Socia/ Saunl... Bvard: 10 ra;u re"l'nue; ,md for OIher pur
pmeJ, Ma; 20, 1935; C"n'i{uulOnal Rec",d, LXXIX, 7787: Sialuies 01 targe, XLIX, 
620-~!'~ 

46. R"!'orl 0" Ihe hill (H R 119741 10 proqde rerenlll', equalize la.·aliotl. and ji" 
olher purpOSf;.<!,u@:u,1 12. 1~)5; Congressional Record. l.XXIX. 12~97: SlalUleJ 01 
Large, XLIX. IOI4·102~. 

47, In 1931> R(\("eveh carried rOfI)-,i~ "f Ihe rort~-elghl ~\Jle;;, caslly winnin~ in 
OI.Jahoma. Kan,a,. Nebraska, South Dakola. 'nd Norlh DakOla. Ah~ough Roo~e"el! 

defealed Alfred E. Land"n. the inCllmbenl Go'trnm. b)' 66,79~ VOle, In K~n;a;. Capper 
emerl'ed ,icleoriolls O"er hI' Democratic challenger by a I 1.1 ~8 pluralily, A ner l~e 19J6 

43
 



eleclions only sixteen of the ninety-six members of the Senate were Republican•. 
48, Norris had fir>l be<::ome a member of the Hou.e on March 4, 1933. He was out

ranked only by SenalOr Morris Sheppard of Texas, ....ho has entered Congre,s on 
December 1. 1902, A delinitive t ....o volume account of Norris' career prior to the New 
Deal is Richard Lowill, George W. Norris: The Making of a Progressive. 186/-Fill 
(Syracuse: Syrucuse University Press, 1963) and Georg" W, Noni.l. Th" Persislena ol 
a Pro"r"nivt>, 1913-19.13 (Urbana: University' of Illinois Press, 197!), 

49. SIIJllneS QI LQrge. XLVII, 70-73.
 
SO. Ibid.. 74j.
 

51 Muscle Shoals bills, authored by' Norris in 1918 and 1931. had been velOed b}
 
Presidents Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover. Preston J. Hubbard, Origins ofrhe 
TVA, The Muscle Shoals Conlroversy. InO-/9Jl (Nashville: Vanderbilt Universit} 
Pres" 1961), pp. 217-235; PresidenriQ/ V"ron. 1789-/'KJ8 (Washington: United States 
Government Priming Ornce, 1969), pp. 97, 100. 

52, Conferena Reporl on Ihe billIH,R, 5081 J loprovid,,/or Ihe COmmOn de
l"n"e: 10 md inlerJlale commerce hi na,·i"arion. to provrde flood conlrol. 10 promole 
Ihe general >oieljQre by creall'lg Ihe Tennessee Valie)' AUlhoril)'.' 10 operale Ihe Muscle 
Shoals Jaciliti".,. and la encoarage agricullural. induHrial. and economic dendupmenl. 
Ma} 15, 1933: CongreSSlOnQI Record. LXXVIII. 1536_ 2563, 2595, 2613-2639, 1661
2672, 267's-269I, 2777-2809, 3125, 3374-3381, 3474-3475; SlalUle.,al Large, XLVIII. 
58-71: \l,'illiam H Drole, High DQms and Slack Walers: TVA Rebuilds a River (Baton 
Rouge: LouiSIana State LmverSlt} Press, 19(5), PP 19-41_ Frank Freidel, Frank!rn 
D, Rooserell: Launching Ihe ,Vew Deal (Boston: lillie, Brown and Compan), 1973), 
pp. 162-165,350-354; Judson King, The Consen-alion Fighl (rom Throdure Roosevell 
10 the Tennessee Valley AUlhom.\' (Washington. Puhhc AITalrs Pre", 1959). pr. 2~7
276: Thoma, K. McCraw, TVA and Ihe Power Fighl. 193.1-19.19 (Philadelphia: J, P. 
Lipplncoll Com pan) , 1',17 1), pp. )4-36, 

53. CO!~lerence Report on the bill (S .148.1 110 provide Jor rural efeClriJ!nJl!on. and 
Jar oilIer purposes, May IS, 1936; Congressional Record, LXXX, 2168, 2737, 2750
2759, 2818-2~33, 3212-321J, 3229-3240, 3303-3307, 330~-3317, 5356, 7361-7362; 
Statules 01 Large, XLIX, 1363-1367; George Norris, Fighling Liberal (Ne"" York 
The Macmillan Company, 1945), pp. 31 ~-327. 

54. Among the other Great Plams congressmen between 193J and 1936 were Sen
ators Edward R, Burke of Nebruska, 'William J, Bulow of South Dakota, and Elmer 
Thomas or Oklahoma and Represemallw Frank Carlson of Kansas. Burke co-authored 
the Selective Service (Burke-Wad,worth) Act of 1940. Bulu...' chaIred the Cummiuee on 
Civil Service from 1933 to 1942. Thomas a, Chairman of the Commiltee on Indian 
AITalr\, 1935-1944, and the Commillee on Agriculture and Forestry, 1944-194~ and 
194'H9's0, Carl,on .... as Governor of Kan,a" 1947-1950, and Chairman of the Senale 
Commillee on Post OITice and Cil'il Service, 1953-1954. 

55. Collectivel} these gentlemen 'pent two hundred and twelve years on federal 
service. Mo,t of the,e individuals comimled in public life after 1936. Serving on the 
Federal Trade Commi"ion untll his death," 1952, Ayre.l was Chairman of that hod} 
in 1937, 1942, and 1946, Hope chaired the House Agriculture Committee, 1947-1948 
and 1953-1954, Nye was m the forefront of the isolationi~t movement dunng the months 
and years immediatel}' prior to World War II. Capper presided over the Senate Com
mittee On Agriculture and Forestr} in 1947 and 1948, Noms wa, one of the best known 
and most highly re,pected members of Congress at the tIme of hi" retirement in Jan
uary 1943. 

56. According to the Census of 1940, the state, of Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota, and North Dakota had an overall population or 6,738,192, Thi, ac
counted for 5.7% of the nationawide population of 13 1,669,275. 
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