KANSAS TOWNS

The names of Kansas towns have diverse origins.
Many have Indian names. The Wichita were an Indion
tripe and the name translates "painled faces.” There is
confusion aboul the arfgins of same ftown nomes.
Havarna was nomed after an Indian lribe, not the city in
Cubn.  Spelling errars alsa contribute to the canfusion.
Cubo was not named for the country in which Hovanna is
locoted, but for a pioneer whose name was speiled with a
"KM not o "C." Qne town agreed lo be named ofter the
winner of a poker game. [t became Cawker City. While
settlers of one lown argued dbout Its name, one
diggusted residen! declared, "by fingo, we'd betler
decide the nome of the town." [fingo iz in Miami County.
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KANSAS TOWNS

In the 1850's some settlers from the Albany, New
York oree came to Nemoho County and the town of

Albany, Konsas was born. In 1882 the post office
moved to Sabetho and except for the limestone achool
sitting en o hill, most of Albony wos hauled away. For

ebout eighly years people forgot that John Brown apent
his last night in Kansas in Albony ond thot slaves
leeving Missouri on the underground raitraad stopped
there too. Bul in 1965 people frem neighboring towns
got tlogether ond formed the Albony Historicel Society.
Volunteers moved in historic houses, built metal sheds lo
house antique cars and farm mochinery, added a
blecksmith shop, leg cobin ond an old post office. They
turned the old schoolhouse into a museum, Albony,
Kanses is no longer o ghosi town.
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in the cutumn of 1870 a small group of colonists
from Wisconsin settled in Coneburg, Konsos. By June of
1871 the moin line of the Alchison, Topeka, and the

Santa Fe roilraad haod reached the townsite. The
directors of the railroad, while troveling ocross Kanasaos,
stopped in Coneburg. Among the visitors were F.H.

Peabody of Bostan, treasurer of the Santa Fe. In his
honor the name of the town was changed from Coneburg
to Peabody. In 1874 Mr. Peabody presented ta the town
a librory building, furniture, and a collection of 2,000
boaks for free public use. Thus Peabody hos the
distinction of having the first free public library in the
state af Kansas. The original library buailding has been
preserved and naw serves a3 the Peabody Library
Historical Musgeum.
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