
~ 2.! Si 1 ver lake (}lew York; 

and: The American loIett as Symbol 
mnd"'i5i'Yld M. Emmons. ~raenTii 
ebrHka Press, 1911). ---­

rd (Kpansion; '" History of tne 
0.-. 1974), 6J1. ­

the Directors of the Chicago and 
iT'<ir the FiscaTYei'"r Ending '§ 

Laura Ingalls Wilder still 
B recoun! the experience 
'ed si:t times through the 
on the Prairie is the 
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t in DeSmet, South Dakota. 
Missouri (orm wife, did 
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Ingalls Wilder died in 
~ is now;" she ",rate, "jt 

But thanks to her books, 
:th each generation of 

F,.om PLAINS TALK 

imagine 

imagine gray 
wholly visible on a l'M Kansas landscape 

only a Single stone 
with names Gnd dotes 

il looks so innoeent 
but I am afroid to "ead 1I1e word" 

imagine no stone 
only the empty land 
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mather's birthplace 

do nat stand at the crossroads 
weeping 
at the sight of my passing 

nor loy a hand an the knob 
and force open the daor 

do not 
in this 
nor my 
in this 

do not 
across 

disturb my nodding 
grass-soft chair 
pI-ayers 
tree-barred retreat 

stride like lin army 
my floor 

ond brin.g in your angry generation 

do nOI betray the hiding ploces 
of a wasp's nest 
and tunnels 
and the sporrow's song 

nor secrets 
Sluffed beneath 
eaves 

leave them to your mother 
and grandmother 
at the loSI family supper 
with a Loaf of coffee bread 
o half-gloss of wine 
loughter 
and calloused hands 

Louise Manfredo 


